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TO READERS AND CORRESPQJ^DENTS 


. * 0n WnionT’Q communication has been received. 

- Dr. Bartlett’s paper has been crowded out of the present number; it shall 
• appear in our next 

*Oul otlicr corri^pondents shall receive private answers. 

We have received tlie following publications:— 

Transactions of the Mcdico-Chirurgical Society of liOndoni Vol. XIV. 

Transactions of«the Mcdico-Chirurgical Society of Edingburgli, Vol, IW. 
,Part U t 

flaws of Physiology; translated Ac Italian of II Signor Dott. 11. Mojon, 
ProfcssQj; Emeritus in Hie Koya^University of Genoa, and Member of many 
h'arncd bogles. With additions, and a Physiological Ta])lc of Man. ^Dedicated 
by permission to Sir Astlet Cooper, B:ut. F. U. S., Surgeon to the king. By 
Geoiujb It Skere, Member of the Itoyal College of Surgeons in ],ondoii, and 
of the Medical and Chirurgical Society, &c. See. See. l,oi\dun, 1827, (from the 
:iuthor.3 • * 

A Manual of Modem Surgery, founded upon the Principles and Practice 
lately taught by Sir Astlet Cc»opbu, Bart. F. R. S., Surgeon to tlic king, con¬ 
sulting surgeon to Guy’s Hospital; and Joseph Henry Green, Esq. F. U. S., 
Professor of Anatomy to the Royal Academy, Surgeon to, and Lecturer on Siir- 
gery, St. Thomiis’s Hospital. KmlicIIIshed with a poHrait of Sir Astlky Cooper. 
F.clitcd by Thjjmas Castle, F. L. S. Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
S;c. London, 1828, (from the edibir.) 

8c la Febbre Guilla sia o no im Conlngio, quistionc Agitata d:u Medici F.u- 
ropci cd Amcricuni. Mqpiorui del Cav.#Jolt. G. Palloni. Uvorno, 1824. 

Compendium of Operative Midwifery; or the Manual and Inslnimcntal Ope- 
ralioift? of Preternatural Labours, reduced to the greatest simplicity; prcccdial 
by an Investigation of tlic Mechanism of Labour. From the Frcncl#of Jl lh s 
Hatin, M. D. P. Stc. &c. Translated by Riciiaro Tuite, M. D. &c. New 
York. Charles S. Fr^nci^ 1828, 12mo. pp. 171, (froA the publishers.) 

Remarks on the Importance of the Teeth; on their Dlscitses an<l Modes oi’ 
Ciii*c; with directions for Forming Regular and Bc;iutiful sets of Teeth, aiul for 
the Preservation of their Health and Beauty. By Samuel S. Fitch, Dentist. 
Philad. 1828. Pamplilct, pp. 27. 1*1.1, (from the author.) 

Journal dcs Progres dcs Sciences et Institutions Mcdicalcs cn Europe, cn 
Amcrique, See. Vols. anti X. (In exchangee.) 

Annalps do la Mcdccinc Physiologiquc, for April, May, June, and July, 1828. 
(iff exchange.) 

Revue M^icalc Fran^ais et Etrangcre, et Journal dc Clinique dc rilolel 
Dicu, ot la Gharite, et dcs Grands IlupHaux dc Paris, for May and June, (in 
excliangc.) 
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TO HEAPERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


Journal General ilc Mdileclne, dc Ohirurffic, ft dc iMiarmacic Francais e( 
^ * • 
Rtranjycrcs, ou UecucU Fcriodujuc dcs Travaux clc la Socielc dc Mc<Ceciiie df 

P.aris^ Kedigu. Par A.^N. CiE>r«iiT7T, Tun dc scs Membres, front January to 

18128, (in excliangc.) 

Arcliivr.s Gcncralcs dc Mcdccinc, January to June, 1828, (in cxchaijgc.). 

Bulletin des Sciences M<:dicales, from January to July, (in exchange.) ^ 

Iteviic Encyclop^dique, April, May, and Juno, 1828, (in exchange.) r • 

Journal dcr Chirurgie uml Augen Ilcilkunde, Iicrausgcgebcn, von C. F. v. 
(iratd’c und Pli. v. Walthcr, February, 1828, (ih exchange.) 

Noti/.cn ans den Gebietedernatur und Ilcilkunde gcsammclt undmitgellicilt. 
Von J.udwig I’Y. von I'roricp, 1827, (in exchange.) 

The l.ondon Medical and Physical Journal, for July, August, and fjeptember, 
(in exchange.) ^ c 

'riu‘ J.oiulon Medical Gazette, Vol. I, NoiA 16 to 33, (in cxchangiH^ 

The I.oiuhm Medical and Surgical Journal, for July, August, and Septcnil)(‘i% 
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I'hc Medico-Chirurgical llovigw, for July, 1828, (in exchange.) 

Nuovo Giornalc dc J.ilerati, for 1827, (in exchange.) 

The Transyhania Journal of Medicine and the Associate Scicncc.s, Nos. 1, 2, 
3, (ill exchange.) * 

I'he M'ostcrn Joiu’nal of the Mcdic.^! and Physical Sciences, for April and 
.luH, 1828. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Nos. 23 t<» .36, inclusive, (in ex- 
'•liange.) 

'Phe New York Medical ami Pliysic.al*Journal, Nos. 1 and 2, (in exchange!) 

• I , 

The North American Mc<lical and Surgical Journal, for October, 1828, (in 
excliangc.) 

For ihe^gratification of onr contributors we conlinuc the references to the 
works, in which tiny will hndnotices oftlieir< ominnnicutions-, these references 
are, cif course, rcstrictcjd to the Journals received during the preectUng tlm*e 
months. *■ 

Professor Piitsick will fiml his instrument for/excision of the tonsils and Iriin 
cation of the uvula, noticed m tlie Mcdico-Chinirgical Review, and the London 
Medical and Pliysical JfMu.jal, for July, 1828; and in tlic Journal dcs Progres, 

\ ol. X. 

Professor Chapman’s Observations on the use of fTol^co in Croup, arc co¬ 
pied into the Nouvellc Bibliollicquc Mctlicale, for .Inly, 1828. 

Professor Dewkes’s paper on Sccale Corrmtiim is copied into the liOnd^ir 
Medical Gazette, Vol. 1. No. 2*1, ainl notieial in Ibc MiMlicod'liinirgical Ucvh'w*, 
for July 1828. His paper on Ulomly Infiltrations into the Labia^fiudendi, is 
noticed in Froriep’s Notizen, for Januaty, 1828. 



TO HEAPEilh AND C ORUESPONDENTb. 


I X 

Professor Mott's paper o« Amputation ut llic Hip-Joint is noticed in Froricp’s 

* Notiz<yi, for November, 1827, and Jns Case of Calcareous Degeneration of the 

iScrotum> in the same Journal, for January, 1828. • 

# 

Professor Hohneb's Observations on Mucou.s Membranes arc copied into 
theVournal Univcrscl des Sciences Mcdicalcs, for Marcia and April, 1828, and 
iitkiccA in the Aiinales dc la Med- Physiol, for July, 1828. 

Professor IIaue's Method of Detecting* minute cpiantities of Opium is copied 
fh titc Arcluves^cneral dc Med. for Janiiuiy, 1828, I..u]idou Medical and J'hy- 
sical Journal for September, 1828, and Proriep’s Notlzcn for l)ccc)nl>er, 1827, 

Professor Skwali.*s Cases oTlnjiuy of the Head, arc noticed In llni London 
Medical and Surgical Journal for August, 1828, ami the London MeiUcal and 
Physical Journal H>r Seplom])cr, 1828. 

Dr. jlcKsox’s Clinical Uepnrts arc nolicctl in the Jlcdlco-Chirurgical Review 
for July,* 1828. •• • 

Dr. C-'Inman's Case of Anomalous N’ision is noticed in the l^ondon Mc'ilicaland 
Physical Journalfor August, 1828, Archive.s Oeiicial f«r April, 18^8, and tiic 
tluarterly Journal of Science, lateraturc, aiul the Arts, for .luh, 1828. 

T)r. White’s Successful Ligature of the Internal Iliac, in the Mcdico-Chiriir. 
gical RcA'icw, and lauidon Mcilical ami l*]»)4>ical Journal for Juh, 1828, and 
.hmrnaliles Progre.% \ ul. IX 

J)r. Ilos \rie otj Removal of 1 lie 'rnnsils, in the Medieo-C'hinirgical Itcvicw for 

I ..." 

July, 1828; "W extern Journal c‘(' the .\h tlie.il ainl Pin ste il Sciences, Aj)ril, 1828, 
and T.oiidon Medieal and PliyMcal Journal. August, 1828. 

Dr. Ivi.s’p. C'ast* of INji.soning l)\ C.mtlwuMh's, in ihi* T.ondon Modleid and 
Pliysu al .loo'aial ior Jiilv, 1828: Kcaiu* Medicale, May, 182tS, and Nouv. Ihlu 
Mei). .Inly, 1828. 

• Dr. Mootii. on^Volatilo Alkali in 15irt:> of Polsoiunis Serpents, in the Journal 
».k's Progres, \ ol. l\. ;i*ul W«..•ilern Me^Ucul*:uul Physical Journal, April, IS'28 

Mr. Caiii'Kntku nil Itliuharbariiu', ui the Journal ties Progres, V<»1. I\.—t>ii 
PipCrinc, in the London Mt.-dical ami l*h>sical Journ.il, August, 1828. 

Dr. Stkve.nson on Charcoal, in Pi*oriep*s Notizen for Occeinber, 1827. 

Dr. Rrsii'.s Ciesc of Ionisation tjf the Veins, in Furiep's Notizen for Dc 
t ember, 1827. * * 

Dr. Re\tt«'s C.asc of Luxation of the Astragalus, in Froriep’s Nciticen foi’ 
December, 1827. 

Dr. FeaiinV FiXpcrimenls on Tendons, in Froriep's Notizen for January, 
1828. 

Dr. Comstock'i> Case oi* Aneurism of the AorUi, in Froriep's Notizen for 
October, 1827. 

* Or. IIrisrellV C:i.sc of Kxti'a-Uteriiic Fictatioji, in the lA>ndon Medical and 
Piiysicid Journal, luid London Medical and Surgical Journal for August, 1828. 

Dr. WiiToii'a Case of Organic Diseiisc of the Heart, in llic Lond»)ii Medical 
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and Physical Journal, and London Medical and Surreal Journal, ror AUgnsi, 
1828. . • ^ 

Dr. \V}:tLS'i» Case of b^-ruUd Tumour, in the Loudon Medical and Surgical 
Journal for August, 1828. 

«• 

Dr. Stedman’s Case of Apoplexy cured by Opening the lladial‘Arteiy, jnthp 
Archives General, January, 1828. ^ 

Dr. Ansoin's Case of Paruria Erralica, in the Arcliives General, April, 1828^^ 
and Journal Univcrscl for February, 1828. 

Dr. Washirotok’s Case of Gun-shot Wound, jii the Journal dcs Progr^s, 
Vol. IX. 

Dr. Skinner's Case of Tetanus, in the Journal dcs Progres^Vol. X. 

Dr. GniFFiTii’s Case of Salivation from the use of Tartar Emetic Ointment, 
in the London Medical and Physical Joumal/yr September, 1828. • 

Dr. Pennock's Experiments on the Use Cupping-glasses in Poisoned 
Wounds, in'die London Medical and Physical Journal for September,*1828. 
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zig; folio, pp. 264. Fourth inlition, enlarged and improved.] 

An attempt at Medical and Surgical Diagno&is, in Tables; or Ilecog- 
nitioii and Disci’iinination of Internal and K\tern.'l Diseases, liy coitjpari 
son of llieir resembling forms. I5> (’liarles tjustavus ScliiTialz, M. D. 
&c.. 

2. Sc la Febljrc Ghdia sia o no un Contagio, Ouistionc Agitata dai Medici 
Kuropci cd Amcricani. Moniorla del Ca\. Dolt. (». J^alloni. I.ivorno, pp. 
160. 8vo..] 

V Memoire Pliysiologiqijc sur Ic Cerveaii. Par M. Magendie. Lu duns la 
sceance Publiquc de PAcatleinic Koyalo des Sciences, le 16 Ju^n, 1828. 
[Prochurc, 'Ito. pp. 17.] - - - - - - * - 1 

1. Abrege pratique des Malaclics <lc la ?eau, irapi’es Ics Auteurs les j)Iua 
esUmes el siirloul d’apres les Documfns puiscs d;ins*la Clinupii: de M. 
le Dr. lliet, Medicin do Pllojiital Saint Louis. I*:ir MM. A.Cazi iiave et 
IL Fi. ScheJcI, Docteiirs eii Mcdiciiu*, anciens internes de I’DopiUil* 
Saint See. 8cc. Paris, 1828, pp. 527, 8vo. - - - - 1 

.5. Traite des Maladies des Enfaiis neu\caux-nes c t a la Mainellc. Paris, 
1828, pp. 654, 8vo. a*'ec 10 planclics colnriees, Par C. Dillard 1 

6. 'I'raitc General d’Anatomie Coinparec par .1. F. Meckel, traduil tie PAl- 

lemand ct augiuenle de notes. l*ar MM. Uiestcr et Alph. Samson, Dor- 
tcurs en CUirurgie, dt; la Eaculle de Paris. Precede d’une lettrc de 
Pauteur. Vols. I. audi 8vo. Paris, 1828 . 

7. Mcdico-Chirurgical Tl•an^.aclions, published by the Medical and Cbi- 
nirgical Society of London, Vol. XIV. London, 1828, pp. 46.), ^vi1Il6ve 
plates ... 

H. 'J'he Morbid Anatomy ol the Dowels, Liver, and Stomach, illustrated 
by a serie.s of Plates from 'Irawings after ISatnre, with e.xplimatory letter- 
prcs.s, and a summary of il e Sjmptoms of the Acute and Cliroiiie.AITec- 
tinns (»f the above-named < »rg;ms. Ily .lohn Arinstrong, M. D. Lw^tnrcT 
on the Principles and Pmetiee ofilivsic. and Consnltiinr l*livsician to ( 
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A nitional exposition of llie Physical signs of the Diseases of the Lungs 
and iMoura, illustrating their Pathology, and facilitating their Diagnosis. 

Ily Cl'iarlcs II. Williams, M. 1). London, 1828, pp. 193, 8vo. Witli2 
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Aut. 1. (hi an Operation for the Care of Natural Fissure of the Soft 
Palate-, Hy John C. Wahukn, M. I). Professor of Anatomy'and 
Surgery in tlic Medical Institution of Harvard University, Boston. 

Some years ago I liad occasion to perform an operation for rcine* 
dying the natural fissure in the soft palate. At that time I understood 
tlie opemtion had been once done in Poland or Germany, and once, 
by Professor Roux; but I sought in vain for details which might as¬ 
sist me in its performance. However, 1 executed it satisfactorily then, 
and have since repeated it; anti Ihereftirc believed tliat an account of 
the manner in which it was etVected might be useful, although 1 sup- 
pose it very possible tliat Professo^r Roux and others may have de¬ 
vised more ingenious methods. 

As the operation in the first case succeeded, and was imitated in 
the others, 1 shall describe it in connexion witli that case. The pa¬ 
tient was a healthy young woman of sixteen. Slie was induced to 
apply for an operation, in consequence of the impracticability of ilis- 
tiiictly articulating hT*.r \vt»rds, so that her speech was offensive from 
its guttural tones, and not intelligible to those unaccustomed tt> it. 
The fissure began at the edge of the os palati, where the fleshy mem¬ 
brane was BO thin as to be trauAjjarent. Its width was about three- 
quarters of an inch. 

The patient being wciV supported and secured, a piece of wood an 
inch wide, a little curvcil at’the end, with a handle to be held by an 
assistanf, was placed between the molar teeth on one side, to keep 
tile mouth open. A sliarp-pointed curvetl bistoury was thrustiiirough 
the top of the palate, above the an^c of the fissure, and carried down 
on one edge of the fissure to its extremity. The same was done on 
the oppi»site side, thus cutting out a picc^ in the form of the letter 
No. V.—Nov. J828. fl] 
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V, including about a i^e from each edge. Next a hook with eye 
in its extremity, of the form represented, in PI. 1. armed witli a triple ' 
thread of strong silk, was passed doubled into the mouth, thi’bugh • 
the fissure and behind the palate. Tl»e palate was pierced by*il,'' at 
one-third of the length of the fissure from the upper angle of.^hc 
wound, so as to include about three lines of the edge of the soft pa- ■ 
late. The eye with the ligature being seen, the lattcrVas seized bjr- 
a common hook and drawn out. The eyed hook was then drawn back, 
turned behind the palate, and the other eSge transfixed in a sin^ilar 
manner. A second and a third stitch were passed in the same man¬ 
ner, the third being as near as possible to the lowef end of ^the fis¬ 
sure. Then seizing the upper ligature, I found no difficulty ^n tying 
it with my fingers, without, the aid of a serve-noeud. The others 
were tied in the same manner, and the Cnots placed on one side of 
the wound, in order to prevent their pressing into the fissure. On 
drawing the third ligature I had the satisfaction to see the whole fis¬ 
sure closed. 

The patient was exhausted by the operation, but soon revived. 
She passed twenty-four hours without speaking, or taking a drop of 
liquid in her moutli. For two days more she took only a \itVc water. 
On the fourth day I ascertained that the edges of the wound had per¬ 
fectly united, except at Ihe lower extremity, where a slight separa¬ 
tion took place, which afterwards united by means of an additional 
stitch. At the end of seven days I cut out the stitches, whicli were 
already loose. This patient left hospital a day or two after. 
About two years subsequent to the operation I saw her, and found 
she swallowed perfectly, spoke very well, and was daily improving. 

During the prevalence of the infiuciiza of 1826, I operated witli 
some rdtuctance on a lad of eleven years old, who had been brought 
a great distance forjhe purpose. A perfect union was effected: bill 
at the end of three days he was seized witli the influenza, and not 
understanding how to manage his cough, he tore open the adhesions, 
and I at once removed the stitches. This occurrence has led me to 
advise against the operation in children. The boy spoken of will un¬ 
dergo it a second time in the course of the next year. 

The principal difficulty 1 met Avith in thii^ operation, was in disen - 
gaging the ligature from the hook, afierit had perforated the palate. 

In order to obviate this, I had hooks of various forms mao’e* after¬ 
wards by Weiss, of London^ but none of them answered the pur|?ose 
80 well as the one here represented. I have thought that one with a 
moveable point, made to slip froffi a socket in the hook, so that the 
point and the ligature might be drawn out together, would lessen ■ 
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this difficulty, and have liad one constructed by Rose & Sellers, 
* of wRfth a drawing hc( ompanics this paper. Tfhis has the same form 
as that I first used, but that the point is removeable. 

‘If ^ needle without the moveable point is uis .vl, care must be taken 
in^lrawing out the ligature to <lraw on each side from the concavity 
, of tfie hook. If attention is not paid to this, it may happen, that in 
•Ijftving out tfce ligature on the first side, you entirely disengage it 
from the hook, which must then be armed anew. And again, when 
you draw out the ligature? on the second side, the hook may be re¬ 
tained by the Iig;itiire, which cannot then be withdrawn, unless the 
stitch is drawn ^om the wound. This last would be a worse mistake 
thantheother, Roth of these accidents areavoided ifthe point be move¬ 
able. In tills case the point and ligature arc withdrawn together, by 
passing ftecoinmnn hook Ihroflgh the eye of the point. Thc*point is 
to be armeil anew with the opposite end of the ligature, and then pass¬ 
ed on the second side of the fissure as on the first. There can be no 
<langor of the point falling down the patient’s throat, since it is se¬ 
cured by^lhe ligature. 

I have been very desirous to try this operation on the case of natu¬ 
ral fissuy^ of both soft and hard palate, sucli as often accompanies 
the hare-lip. In such a case it might be justifiable to try the opera¬ 
tion on an infant; fur if a union of the soft palate could be procured 
at an early period of life, it is quite probable that a disposition would 
be producetKo fill uji the bony fissure. 

Whether in an adult any benefit could be derived from such an 
operation is doiilitful. I shall enibiuce the first ojqwtunity of making 
the trial. * 


\rt. II. Account of^hc as it appeared in Charleston^ S. C, 

duTTing the iSummer of By S. Hekrv Diokso%', M. D. f*ro- 

fessor of the Institutes and Practice of Medicine in the Medical 
(vollcge of South (Carolina. 

About the end of June, 18i28. a singular disease made its ap¬ 
pearance in our city, ftiTough which it spread with unexampled ra¬ 
pidity, snon bringing under its inlluence the greater pai't of our po- 
puhftion. The name by which I have designated it is a Spanish term, 
and was first affixed to it, as far as I can learn, in the island ot Cuba. 
Its application is arbitrary; the varftius explanations oifered respect¬ 
ing it being far-fetched ami unsatisfactory. Oiii* spring and summer 
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had been dry, pleaHant, and temperate, aiuf with tlie exception ol 
whooping-cough, whiefi prevailed through April and May, unemn- 
monly healthy. Few attacks of ordinary endemic fever were.met 
with, and Uicsc few were particularly manageable. • ^ . 

In the numerous cases of Dengue a very great variety of symptoqis 
were presented, numerous modifications being occasioneil by age, 
constitution, and other circumstances of the sufterers. 71ie attackjtv;V* 
rarely preceded by a formed chil L In general the earliest imlication of 
seizure consisted in a painful affection of some part of the body, some 
limb, joint, or muscle. The wrist, the ancle, tlieback, the knee, nay 
even the extremities of the toes and fingers were thus selected. In 
one case a single finger became stiff* and swollen some timc‘’bcfore 
any other symptoms were felt. I saw:u* child eat a hearty breakfasU 
after conr-plaining of pain in lus foot—his'haiul became stiff* I'^'xt, then 
his knees; the iliscase developing itself thus grad\ially during a space 
of at least five hours before there was any regidar febrile exacerba¬ 
tion as denoted by change in the pulse, breathing, heat of the sur¬ 
face, &c. In a very old woman all the fingers were at oncc^attacked 
—they were bent and could not be straightened—and the intensity of 
pain was such as to occasion tears with loud sobs and screat^is. In a 
stout young man this j)uin in tlie very ends of the fingers was sucli 
tliat he cried bitterly. After these local pains had emluretl Ibr a 
greater or less period, fever came on with its usual concumitanls, 
headache, red eyes, full, abrupt, freiiuent pulse, hoi, pungent, <lry 
skin, pain in the back, restlessness. The fever did not remiU 
but was usually of short continuance; from eighteen to forly-eighf 
hours, the average perhaps being about tldrty-six. There was some¬ 
times nausea and vomiting, though in a very large majorily of ^cases 
in the early stage of the disease, the stomach was quiet and llie 
tongue clean. It was more usual to find excessive determination lo 
the head. I met willi several instances in whic^’ delirium was among 
the first symptoms, coming on with the commencement, and g<»ing 
away at the subsidence of the febrile cxaterbalion. The skin I have* 
said was hot and dry at first; it soon however became relaxed, and 
an abundant pers|)iration was flirown out, attended occasionally by a 
sort of rash or miliary eruption. This eruption appearing in the first 
stage of Dengue, was very various ai d by no means regular or charac¬ 
teristic. Children were often thus affected by if, aiul in severyl aduHs 
a thick crop ol pimples was the fii st token of disorder. 'I'hese usually 
disappeared in a day or two. On the subsidence of the febrile excite¬ 
ment, the extreme suffering from die local affections alwvc enumerat¬ 
ed was somewhat diminished for tlie most part, but they did not by 
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any means absolutely disappe.ar, swellinf!;, stillhess, and tenderness 
•of tinffliseased pads re;tiainin" for many days. I'hisstatc of filings con- 
stituted a sort of deceptive interval between the first and second ■stages 
of Uiis strange disease. In the mean while lu. ny patients believed 
thtfinselves well, ainl resumed their ordinary occupations, but their 
sufferings were by no means ended. On the third or fourth <lay, 
biung i% fever present, or a very obscure degree of it, the 
tongue woiihl begin to be coated willi a yellowish fur, and the sto¬ 
mach would exhibit much unCfasiness and distress. The patient was 
low^piriled, imjiatient, fretful, and at night exceedingly restless. 
Many, and inyscdf among them, regsirdet! this as tlic most oppressive 
and ins?ulferable stage of the attack. There was now not uncommon- 
ly nausea and vomiting, wiih*grcat languor, lassitude, and debility. 
A.boiit tlii' sixth ilay these, sjftiiptoms were more or less rclfeveil by 
the coming out of an almmlaiit eruption, which 1 am disposed to ro- 
ganl as an essential or clini’actcrislie part of the disorder. It con- 
sisteil in irregularly-shaped patches, red and elevated; the feet and 
hands sw^elling Mith a sense of tliickeiiing and numhuess. There was 
much itcliing and buniiiig of the skin, and at this time a secomi fe¬ 
brile pa^jixysm often came <m, and the ]Kiins of the joints were in 
many aggi'avaied to their former severity. I saw several cases in 
^vliieli the lirst stage of the disease, including both local pains and 
general fever, Iiad passed over uith very little notice or complaint, 
in which thts second stage \vas very violent. Many became sensible 
on the third or fourth day of an inllammation and enlargement of th(‘ 
lymphatic glands, in the groin, axilla, nn the neck, &c. and these 
continued swollen aiuf painful for a length of time after convalesceiico 
was hiirly establislied. 

Very >oung children were liidile to the. disease, even from a few 
<lays after birth; some were sujiposed imieetl to be born with it. The 
eircumstances whiclwindi^ced the belief of their being thus afibeted 
were as follows—the skin was (»f a scarlet red, the tongue and.li]is 
'■Smooth and fiery, the child could not bear to be disturbed, screaming 
violently if lilted from its place or if any of its limbs were moved. 
Ilelow five years of age convulsions very commonly attended the in¬ 
vasion, ami sometimes continued wilhgreatfreipicncythroughoutlhe 
whole of the attack. • 

Proliant women were vei'y liable to abortion, and a veryremark- 
ablt number of instances of such miseaiTUigi.* occurred among them. 
'J'hey were usualiy sci/A'd fit the very commencement with violent 
pains in the back and loins, exteuiTlng downwards into the thighs, ul¬ 
timately occasioning the expulsion of the.fcetus. 
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In very old persons, the disease at once occasioned ^’oal debility 
and excessive prostration. In one who had previously suftered much 
from rheumatism, there was a sort of paralytic affection of the limbs, 
which could merely be moved, but not to such an extent-as to bemused 
in any den;ree. In several elderly persons there was left bchiiul un 
erysipelatous inflammation of one or both legs. In many, regular 
rheumatic inflammations of some joint or joints supervened duiripg 
convalescence. In two young individuals, however, who had been 
inai tyrs to rheumatism, there was evident relief from the chronic stiff¬ 
ness and immobility of limbs and muscles, under which they hail 
long laboured. In one the relief was absolute and erAirc, in the other 
partial and imperfect, yet notable in degree. 

A sore mouth wus among the symptoms of Dengue. It usually ap- 
]ieareil before or about the time of the ciuption. This was often at¬ 
tended with a free flow of the saliva, and a looseness, lividness, and 
sponginess of the gums, bearing a close rcseinbliincc to the i ir- 
cumstances of ptyalism. Ulcers formed in the mouth, which were 
very painful and irritable, anil healed very slowly. In two., patients 
there was Inemorrhage from the gums and fauces. The Jnost ordinary 
consequences of Dengue were in tlic first instance the prodnrtion of 
a permanent and remarkable degree of languor and feebleness, and 
beyond this, and somewhat less universally, a liability to very acute 
pain in some joint or muscle, attended perhaps by swelling and ten¬ 
derness; this was variable, and shifted singulai-ly from point to {sunt; 
in the knees tonlay, in the ancles to-morrow, and the wrists the next 
day. In the greater number those joints or parts whifch had been at¬ 
tacked in the first stage of the disease were specially thus tortured, 
but the pains were not by any means exclusively confined to tjiem. 
When r/'gular rheumatic inflammation of such joints came on, it en¬ 
dured with unconquerable tenacity. A great proportion of our popu¬ 
lation is even now complaining of acute sqfferiugs on motion from 
this jause; in not a few it seems to increase ratlicr than diminisii 
with the lapse of time. 

The prognosis in the malady now described was exceedingly fa¬ 
vourable. Fiiw died of the disease, whether managed by professional 
skill, or by domestic attention, (»r, (as was the fact in a very large 
proportion,) totally neglected. Yet t’’erc,was a vast<littcre»ice in the 
degrees of suflering undergone by different patients, and noha little 
in the duration of this suffering, and in the rapidity and perfectness 
of their convalescence. The very aged were most severely shaken: 
remaining for a long time, even when freed from every definite symp¬ 
tom of local disorder, whethyr internal oi external, singularly inlirtn 
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and U^bilitatcdy and wasting gradually away languor and vimx- 

* elation. Indeed Utere arc but very few persons above tJic age ot 

. sixty; who can as yet be pronounced to have recovered absolutely and 

eiitir^y. 

I have mentioned that some children were said to have been born 

• with the disease actually formed upoti them, as shown by pain on mo- 
tionf febrile h%at of skin, swelling of the smaller joints, &c. Others 
are authentically reported to have been taken ill of it when not more 

' tlian three or four days old.* The youngest patient which I myself at¬ 
tended was in tlic fifth week of its age. This was a marked case, the 
stages of the dis&sc were well defined, and the eruption fairly cha¬ 
racteristic. I need hardly observe that these young subjects were ol 
course seriously attackecl. CoriVulsions were with them an almost in¬ 
variable symptom, and were often of extreme violence and frequency. 
In a little girl of about seven weeks old, they continued with scarcely 
any intermissioii, thrimghout the whole duration of the febrile pa¬ 
roxysm of the first stage, a space of thirjy-six hours. The debility in¬ 
duced in^his case was extreme. On the sixtli day, about the time of 
the coming out of the eruption, the child fell into an alarming state of 
syncope,* and continued for three weeks afterwards to be attacked 
with fainting fits of varying intensity and duration. It however re¬ 
covered at last perfectly. 

Corpulent persons suffered much from this fever, and convalesced 
slowly. It*is not easy to say why this should be so, as many were 
previously in a state of perfectly good health. The intoinperale paid 
in this as in every other form of divseasc, a heavy tax for their dis¬ 
graceful indulgences. I saw several in whom it served to uslier in 
formi|Jiabic paroxysms of delirium tremens. Most practitioners anti¬ 
cipated that the invasion of Dengue would be espexially injurious to 
pulmonic patients, yet as far as 1 could observe it seemed to have 
little influence upoiuthe^e more than upon others, unless, perhaps, 
in the indirect effect of tlie production of a dangerous degree of« ge¬ 
neral debility. 

I saw but three deaths from this disease. One of these was of an 
elderly lady, who had been long infirm, and indeed a cripple, fi om 
clironic rheumatism, though nevcrtliclcss large and corpulent. On the 
day of the accession oftever she took an active catliartic, anotlieron the 
second <kiy; on the nioruingof the third she took an emetic, and in the 
aftef'nooii repeated the cathartic. I was sent for on the fourth, when J 
found her much prostrated, incapable of moving, and breathing with 
some difficulty. 8hc sunk gradually Tnto deatli. The second was a fine 
ciiild of about four months old? had been ill nearly two days when 1 
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was desired to hoc it. ^ It was in convulsions, and di(id in Icjts than 
two hours from tlic lime of iny first visit. This little boy was remark-’ 
ablc for strcng;th and robustness of appearance. The third fatal case- 
to which I have reference was that of a little girl, twb and a half 
years of age, much weakened by previous whooping-cough and^ wr- 
minous irritation. 1 have already observed that whooping-cough had- 
been prevalent in the spring, and through the summ($ several chil¬ 
dren died of it. If far advanced at tlic time of the invasion of Dengue, 
this latter was productive of extreme suftcring and high febrile ex- ‘ 
citement, followed occasionally, as in the above instance, by fatal 
prostration. * , 

7Vca/wcn/.—The violence of the early symptoms of this, singular 
disease, seemed to call imperiously fSr the most prompt and active 
measure'^. The lancet was accordingly resorted to by mafty practi¬ 
tioners, who, without any hesitation ascribed to it a notable power in 
controlling the force of the atbick. Others were content* to deplete 
by cathartics, each employing his favourite among the widely-ex¬ 
tended classes of remedies. The ordinary domestic practice, and a 
very large majority of the cases wen*, treated witliout professional aid, 
consisted in the administration of a mild purgative, combinoed with or 
followed by a dia])horctic, as the solution of Kpsom salts in infusion td 
scncka or serpentaria, or warm lenionaihs until the bowels were freely 
opened; the patient was then covered up moderately warm, and hoi 
drinks given from time to time, to produce and keep up fi-ec per¬ 
spiration, the parts most pained being fomented with warm wate?* or 
bathed in spiiits. Such was the practice whicli 1 followed in a few o( 
die first insiauces of the disease whicli fell under iny cme, but nn 
early observation of the hajipy influence of opium over the ex»lreme 
sutteriiig of the sick, led me to depend on it ultimately in the veiy 
first instance, and the progress of the season gave me a very great 
number of opportunities of testing tlic propiiety* of the practice. 3le- 
jng called to a lady in the seventh month of pregnancy, menaced 
must seriously with premature labour, 1 prescribed one liumbeil amT 
twenty drops of laud.iiium at once, to be repented pro re nata; after 
three or four doses sue I'ell asleep, and awoke almost entirely free from 
pain. Another within a few <lays of her time, was not only qnieletl 
ill a similar manner, but absolutely relittved from all iiicouvcnieiice 
by the same treatment; rising out of bed the second day, g(»ing-*fhnmgli 
the eruption alimtst unconsciously, and in ten days alter being favoiii - 
ably delivered of a line healthy child. AVhen summoned lt> a patienl 
it became iny custom to adminisfer such a dose of opiate as seemed 
indicated by tlic severity ofithe attack, from a tea spoonful of lauda ■ 
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nuimyown to.such a (lose of this preparation, or of the tiuet. opii 
camph. as was suited to age and other circumstances. If the deter- 
• inindtioii was to the head, this w'as bathed with spirits, while the feet 
w(h*^immcr^ed in hot watery if there was pain in the limbs, hot fo¬ 
mentations were applied. The dose of anodyne diaphoretic was rc- 
. peated at proper intervals, from one to two liours, until the symp- 
tonft were relieved, usually alone, but not unfrequently in union 
witli tlie spt. mindcreri, a combination wliich seemed to me particu¬ 
larly applicable here. If tlie pains subsided on the subsidence of the 
febrile paroxysm, the patient was let alone, rest, low diet, and quiet 
being (yijoiuedj ffhc went through the second stage, witliout a return 
of local jiain or notable fcbril^ excitement, he was still not interfered 
with; il there was such an exacerbation, (a very common^ciscum- 
stance, iA before mentioned,) the same plan was again resorted to, 
and with similar advantiige. 

1 am content, without making any attack upon the opinions or 
practice ol my jiroiessional brethren, to.clalm merely an equal de¬ 
gree ot success with that obtained by other modes of management. If 
liie patients, subjected to the above mild remedial regimen, suffer¬ 
ed no m(M‘e at the time, and convalesced as rapidly as those who were 
more actively depleted, they must be considered as on the whole 
gainers. Yet I think I would he both sale and imparti:d in mniniain- 
ing that the pains which they eiulured were sooner relieved—that 


they underwent less constUution;ii derangement—that lliey fell into 
a less degree ot general debility—that tliey of consequence conva¬ 
lesced more i iipidly—;nu! Dial, although tlu^y did md obtain the pri- 
' vili'ge of a))snlute exeini)lion irom the rheumatic p:nns, stiffness and 
incapacity, which continued mi long to haunt invr community, tluit 
they yet were less -iubject than otlicr?' to these tncon\enieuccs.* 

In this siiiguhir disorder, local j)ains often preceded byacunsider- 
able period, any synijAoni fol lever or eonstitutioual derangement 
Nay, hours would ol’ien inlervem*, duiing which (he patient W(«‘old 
limp iliroiigh his usual occupation or aimisement, and even cat a 
hciu'ty meal, before the development of general disorder. In certoin 
cases, indeed, the wliole of the first or rheumatic stage of the disease 
would be gone through i;i this obscure way, ajiil the patient have in* 
certainty of his being attacked until the cliaracteristic (Tuption ap¬ 
peared. Of this I saw several instances. Now it would be hardly in 
accordance with ordinary views to contend Hint (he pain here was of 
an inllammalory nature—lliey wen! «*i(lier congestive or simply irri¬ 
tative. At tliis point then few or none would hesitate to employ the 
•opiate, as in the cold stage of an intermitteiit. But even sub?»equently, 
No. V.—Nov. 1828. [2] 
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when fever was cxcitcU, this did not seem to me to contraindicate tlie 
opiate, as being the effect of a peculiar and specific form of local irri¬ 
tation, transient in duration, singularly disposed to shift from place to 
place, and happily detennined by the nature of its proximate dcabsc 
to external parts of no great vital importance, as the limbs and joiilts, 
and it was in this early stage precisely tliat I found tlie opiate most 
serviceable. • •• 

To the lancet my objection was that it was not indicated; that is, 
equal relief was aibiinable by the ojnate, and 1 would always spare 
the vital fluid unless (he abstraction of a portion of it is indispensa¬ 
ble. If by any other means 1 can in short cnougli time relieve the sys¬ 
tem from morbid action excessively intense, 1 would not blec^l; hence 
t prefer in oniinary iullammatory fever, cold affusions to venesection. 
Each reduces the pulse and force of circulation and inffaminatory ex¬ 
citement; one can be repeated iridofiiiitely, the other cannot; one 
leaves the vital power untouched, the other does not. No practitioner 
I presume will contend tha^thc absolute mass of blood is, at least in 
the ordinary cases of fever, too great for the system, and (hat abstrac¬ 
tion is needed on tliat ground. Cathartics occasioned a loss of much 
valuable time, and really effected little or mithing for the jrtient. It 
was difficult to obtain their full operation behnv the subsidence of 
the short febrile paroxysm; and even if this success was gained, the 
motion which they rendered necessary, seemed to add not a little to 
the discomfort of the sick. 'J'lie emetic was the least onjectionable, 
but was unnecessary in most instances. It determined well to the 
surface in the young and nibust. I did nt>t hesitate to eniploy the 
ipecacuanha when the patient had oaten heartily just befoi e tlic ac¬ 
cession of fever, and was nauseatetl or greatly oppressed at sUnnach. 
All ])liysicians, I believe, resorted in the second stage freely to the 
opiate, whether alone or with some other diaphoretic, llutthc golden 
opportunity was past; tlie main object of (Hir art, prevention of evil, 
was left unaccoTnplishod; the storm had swept by, and its conse¬ 
quences were remediable with special difficulty. It is no easy matter 
to account for the extreme prostration of muscular and v\tii\ power, 
so often left by a paroxysm so transient, and in some instances so 
mild; yet this constituted a part (»f the jiarlipular liistoiyr of tlie dis¬ 
ease under consideration. Nor was tlv 2 contest even now finished; 
we had to deal with an eruptive fever, and if the enei gies ¥it tlie sys¬ 
tem were too much impaired, the centrifugal determination widen was 
to proceed from or to give relief to the gastric disorder would be slow 
and imperfect. At this stage many were tempted by the gi-eat uneasi¬ 
ness and oppression at stocnach to offer purgatives of various kinds, 
mercurial, saline and resinous; but ns far as I know witli tlie same 
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resuttfr—an increase of the internal irritation%ncl a postponement of 
the ijeriod of cutaneous inflammation; a protraction necessarily of llie 
diiralion of disease. Tu such instances too, if I did not deceive 
mjsdlf, there was an a^^gravation of Uic local pains, pnd an increased 
liability to their becoming fixed and inflammatory. 

This miseiijble stage of restlessness and oppression was soonest 
dltdJd in tliose who remained at rest in a re. umbent posture, confining 
tliemselves to the lightest diet, and avoiding exposure to changes of 
temperature. In a very great number of instances I had recourse, with 
the best elfect, to the highest order of diffusible stimulants, in addi¬ 
tion toathc opiate—camphor, vol. alk. brandy and ether, with sina¬ 
pisms the extremities. This course was especially to be pursued 
in those who were old and infirm, andwliohad weakened tli'wntfelves 
and given rise to internal determinations by the previous employ¬ 
ment of cathartics. 

The Dengue is a contagious eruptive fever. That it is 
contagious is readily proved by the fact 41iat its transmission can be 
iraced in^ very great number of cases from one subject to another. 
It has been said that cliihlren were affirmed to have been born with 
it; at any rate they were often affected with it at such early periods 
of life, that we can hardly suppose them to Iiave been liable to any 
epidemic influences in the almospherc. Yet it cannot be denied that 
like whooping-cough and smail-pox, and otlier c(»ntagious affections, 
it became epidemic, and thus invaded our population with an unex¬ 
ampled rapidity. 

Very soon after its aji|>eaiiLnce among us, an old patient of mine, 
wliu had not for more than two years past left his chamber, was sci'/.- 
ed wirii it. It may be interesting to those wlio have attended to tlie 
discussions couceruing the latent j)eriod of fever, to record the fol¬ 
lowing fact. 

A luercliant from apportion of our middle country coining to town 
near the end of July oii business, was sei/.ed witli fever on the third 
<lay alter lus arrival. It proved to he a regular attack of Dengue. lie 
hail been exposed, as far as J could learn, to no source of contagion, 
having seen no one ill of the disease; and it was surely an uncom- 
moidy rapid devclopmei^t of the iulluencc, wlictlicr of epidemic dis- 
temperature of the air or of ^ly otlier of the causes of specific forms 
ol fever.*1 would maintain it to be an eruptive fever. It is (rue that 
cases occurred in which no eruption was thrown out, but this peculi¬ 
arity was observable in tlieir hisloryj The patient was liable to a se¬ 
cond, third, and indeed indefluite number id returns iif the disease. 
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or relapses as they wefe called, while such as were properly c^+eicd 
with the eruption about the sixth day were protected from any future 
attack. To this rule tlierc was no exception in my practice,'as. I 
may confidently assert after particular attention to the mattA*. ^ I 
have indeed heard of second attacks when the eruption liad licfen 
completed, but on closer inquiry I have been satisfied,that I could 
account for the mistake here. I have mentioned that Ihcre was ^it *a 
great number of instances, and especially among children, an erup¬ 
tion on the first, second and third days, resembling prickly heat or 
the efflorescence in scarlatina. This was an irregular circumstance, 
and seemed to have no influence on the future progress of tlv*. case. 
If after tliis, which subsided early, thc,sccondary stage, consisting in 
peculiar gastric disorder, rarely if cveci unattended by more or less 
fever, was not formed in such decided way as to tenninate in the cha¬ 
racteristic eruption above described, the patient was not safe from a 
return of the dise^iscj the constitution lind not undergone the propci 
modifying and protecting changes whicli were ellccted hy a full de¬ 
velopment of all the stages of inoshiil action which belong to the ma¬ 
lady. 

The origin of this distressing alfeclion is not known. Th^ newspa¬ 
pers informed us of its existence in i!ie islands of the West Indies 
somcmontlis before it reached us. We received it from Havanna; 
the captain of a vessel trading to that port having introduced it, com¬ 
municating it first to his immediate fiimily. Since this lime we have 
seen the news of its invasion of New Orleans and Vera Crux. I re¬ 
gard it as highly probable that it will extend ilself all over the world, 
as no circumstance has yet appeared to oiler any perceptible barrict 
to its ^reading. « 

It has been much dispufed among us whether the Dengue is pro¬ 
perly a new disease, or is to be considered as a modification of any of 
our known forms of disease. Rush has dusci'ilmd, under tlie title o( 
bilibus remittent, a form of fever which appeal cil in Pliiladelphi.i in 
tlic summer and autumn of the year 1780, moi e closely resembling it 
than any other whose history I have met with. It may be ])crhaps in¬ 
teresting to note the prominent {mints of resemblance and dissimi¬ 
larity. 

Rush’s fever made its first appearanev; in July and August. It af¬ 
fected all ages and both sexes. Practifionei'S of pliysic woifld seem, 
as witli us, to have liecn specially liable. “ No other febiile disease 
was observed during its prevalence in tlie city.” It came on some¬ 
times witli rigor, seldom with a chilly fit, and often without any sen- 
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saUoqpr cold.* Many instances occurred in which it was introduc¬ 
ed by a delirium. The pains which accompanied it were exqui- 
'sitely severe in tlic head, back, and limbs. In some these pains were 
so aeftte in their backs and hips that they could not lie in bed. In 
othecs they affected the neck and arms so as to produce in one in- 
* stance a difficj^lty of moving the fingers of the righthand. From tliese 
citcftmstanceslhe disease was sometimes bcUeved to be a rheumatism, 
but its more general name among all classes of people was the break- 
''brmn fever. A nausea universally, and in some instances a vomiting 
attended. A sqreatus or constant spitting attended in many in- 
stanccs^irough tfie whole disease, llie bowels were in most cases 
regular. • The tongue was generally moist and of a yellow hue. The 
akin was generally moist, especially when the disease tcmiin^tod on 
the tliird Ir fourth day. The pulse quick and full, but never hard. 
Little or no thirst attended. A rash often appeared on the third and 
fourth days, which proved favourable. The rash was accompanied by 
a burning in the palms of the hands and soles of tlie feet. Many peo¬ 
ple at tlii9*timc who were not confined to bed, and some who had no 
fever, had an efflorescence on their skins. Convalescence fi’om this 
disease ^fas slow and attended with many extraordinary symploins, 
which rcndcrcil patients the subjects of medical attention for some 
lime after the Icriniuation of the disease. A bitter taste in the inoulh 
and a yellow tongue continued for near a week. Most wlio recovered 
complained of nausea and a ltdal want of appetite. A weakness in 
the knees was uiiivcrsal. Faintness, esjiecially upon sitting up, foU 
lowcil tins fever. An uvcomiuon ilcjcction of s])irits was tlic most re¬ 
markable symptom of convalescence. A young la<ly proposed to him 
to change the name of the disease, and to call itintiiatstagc, instead 
of the break-bone, the break-lieart feveu*. A remark to the same pur¬ 
pose, and almost in (he same words, was made to me, in her conva¬ 
lescence from Dengue* by ft Spanisli woman, wlm had never heard ol 
Rush or his writings. 

The mildness of the iiccessaiy treatment is also a strong point. 
Rush gave gentle emetics, laxatives, and diaphoretics, declaring 
lliat out of several liundreil jiaticnts whom lie visited, he did nut be¬ 
fore the 27th of September, when the weather was becoming cool, 
sec one that required blood-lclting. Diluent drinks and confiiicmenl 
to bed hi^rccommended as favouring the ajqiearauce of the rash, and 
the solution of the tiisease by pcrspirati(»n. Lastly, the strong enco¬ 
mium which lie passes upon tlie usefqlness uf opium, is an utlditional 
rircumstaiice ol ^^imilituilc ladween the hvo allettion^- “ Its salu 
fary eifccts in procurinjj: :^\vcat and .i remU’tiion ol tin* Icvrr led ni's' 



14 


Dickson^s Account of the Dengue. 

he says, lo prcscrilw'. it afterwards in almost every case, andalways 
with the happiest effects. Those physicians enjoy but little pleasure 
in practicing physic, who know not how much of the pain and anguish 
of fevers of a cei-tain kind may be lessened by the judicious Mse of 
opium.” I will be pardoned for adding that even Rush himself would 
have been delighted to find that it was unnecessary,at least in the 
majority of cases to wail for what he styles “ the necessary eVactia- 
tions;” and that this relief or diminution of pain and anguish might 
safely be accorded to the patient, as soon as the disease commenooi,' 
and thus many hours of severe suffering shortened and past 

Let us mark next the points of dissimilarity, or those circumstance.^ 
in which his bilious remittent differs from our eruptive ftwer. He 
tells'us there were generally remission's in this fever every morning, 
and sometimes in the evening. The exacerbations were more severe 
every other day, and sometimes two exacerbations were often ob¬ 
served in one day- When the fever did not terminate on the third or 
fourth day, it frequently ran on to the clcvcntli, fourteenth, and even 
twentieth days, assuming in its progress, according to its duralion, the 
usual symptoms of the typhus gravior, oi‘ mitior of Cullex. 11c does 
not mention cany suspicion of its contagious nature, and docs not 
seem to regard the eruption as a very prominent or essential part of 
titc disease. Indeed, he docs not describe the cutaneous disorder at 
all, merely terming it a rash, though lie speaks of it as a general and 
favourable symptom. After all, I think it may be fairly questioned 
whedier the disease itself may not have been modified in some mea¬ 
sure by tlie treatment pursued and believed have been indicated by 
its supposed identity in type with the ordinary fevers of tlie season, 
and whether his description of it may not have been reudcnl -vague, 
and in a degree therefore unfaithful, by this view of it, which Uusli 
seems unhesitatingly to have taken. 

Charleston^ Avgust 30^/e, 1828. 

• I am persuaded that the profession has much lo learn upon the subject ol* 
tlie admissibUitjr of opium in tlic practice in fevers gcaerally. One of the muhl 
intelligent and experienced physicians whom 1 have ever known, told me in 
advanced life, tliat he was every year making some addition lo his list of con¬ 
ditions, allowing the use of opium in disease^, and I may dcclai’e with Irulli, 
that the most satisfactoiy and agreeable of my t.vperimenLs in tlie pi'aclicc of 
the healing ai-t liavc consisted in llie cinj>loynicnt of this divine remedy- many 
of these having been nuide in states of the s)slcin, ami under circumstances 
which dogmatists of all hicIs have taught lo oiler positive contraindications to 
its exhibition. 
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Art. III. Heports of Cases treated in the lialtimore ^^hm-ko\tse 

Infirmary, lly Thosjas H. Wrirut, M. 1). Physician to the In- 

stittltion. 

^ • 

T Hk following communications arc simply hospital reports, or a 
pUin*rccord ol*such cases and results, as seemed of suiticient inte¬ 
rest to deserve attention, or were calculated to illustrate some prin- 
or establish some fact of useful application. 

Case I. Paralysis, Sublaxatimi and Fracture of one of the Cer¬ 
vical Fc^teftra?.—Priscilla Hilton was admitted into the Baltimore 
Alms-hovjsc, November 14th, 1897, with nearly total paralysis of both 
superior and inferior extrcmitieli. The history obtained of the^ase 
was as foltows:—A week previous to admission, the patienthaTfallen 
down a long flight of sfciirs, striking, as was supposed, on the back of 
her neck. The accident was not immediately discovered, ami the 
young woman lay for sonic time insensibly. When found by the fa¬ 
mily, her ttonsciousness had returned, but she was unable to rise, or 
to use any of her limbs. From that lime the paralysis cuntinued, as 
when adii»tted in the Alms-house, nearly total. 

In connexion with the general paralysis existing when this patient 
was atimittod, tlierc was a tumid tense state of llic abduincMi, resem¬ 
bling tympanitis. The bowels were torpid, not having acted sinci^ 
the injury, but from medicinal excitementj the flow of urine free, 
but altogether involuntary; pulse slow and soft, heat natural, respi¬ 
ration unembarrassed, ^senses perfect, nio pain, but tenderness of 
tlie abdomen. On examining the neck of the patient, there was 
some degi oe ol' swelling, and great sensibility to pressure. 'J'iie head 
was turned and flxed so as to direct llie face somewhat to tlie left 
side, and all attempts to restore its natural position gayc pain, and 
was resisted by tlie paSent# She preferred being placed on tlie right 
side. Diagnosis. Subluxation, and probably fracture of the fifth 
or sixth cervical vertcbi-a. 


After this patient had been a ilay or two in the infirmary, she was 
observed to sleep naturally for some hours at a time, but was liable 
to be aroused by spasimulic attacks, and was once or twice, aflected 
by convulsive muscular action so violent as to throw her out of bed- 
She had Wttle appetite, and it was found that efforts to vomit gene¬ 
rally ensued a few liours after eating; the egesta commonly green and 
fietid. On tlie third day after her admission the tendency to vomiting 
became greater; every thing swallow'ctl was soon rejected, aiul ster- 
coraccous matter in consiilerable t|u:intity became at hist mingled 
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with other substaucctvthrowu oft' by the stomach. TJie atte\iij>ts to 
procure intestinal evacuations by the usual catliartics, with enemata, 
liaving failed, Croton oil was ordered, in combination wilh'tinct. 
rhei and ol. ricini. K. 01. Croton, gutt. ij.—Tinct. rhei. 
ricini, ^ j. ft. mist.—3“j' alvus movetur sumendus. 

The first dose suppressed tlie vomiting; the second procured two or 
three sufficient alvine movements. The vomiting did ftot again occvt, 
and the tympanitic state of the abdomen relaxed very much. But 
the patient manifested an increased state of prostration, and not\i^ - 
standing the liberal use of cordials, gradually sunk^ and expired on 
the following day, the fourth after admission. Th6 luentiil fijnctions 
continued free from disorder to the last moment. 

A^arefu! dissection disclosed the'following circumstances. The 
entire cervical, and part of the dorsal spine, was cautiously exposed, 
and the vertebrm freed from muscular matter. It was then obvious 
that there existed partial dislocation, with fracture, at the junction 
of the fifth and sixth cervical vertebree. The infoiior initei ior mar¬ 
gin of the fifth cervical vertebra piojccted four or five lives in ad¬ 
vance of the margin and body of tlie sixth vertebra. 'J'he ligament ol 
the left transverse process <»f the fifth vertebra was torn up( the ai li- 
culai' surface exposed, and the process itself dislocated, and pailiall}' 
separated from the body of the vertebra by fracture. The wliolc cei - 
vical column, above the {mint of injury, was turned or twisteil Iroin 
right to left, so as to present the range or line of its s])iuoLis pro¬ 
cesses, considerably to the right of the line ofthc same ])i*ocesses in tht‘ 
column below. Hence the‘turn of the heail and lel't aspect ol‘the 
face, noticed as existing when the patient was adiniiU'd. 'I'lie theca 
spinalis was surrounded, (the vertebral canal tilled,) some db'tance 
above'and below the point of injury, with semilluid grunious blood. 
The three Ioniser cervical and first dorsal nei ves at their exit between 
the vertebrae were covered and deeply coloured b}' the same lilotMly 
oir«>sion, and the ligament arouml the injureil articulation stained 
and blackened l)y the same matter. 

The history of the preceding case, with the tacts disclosed I>y dis¬ 
section, serves to diustratc some of the doctiines of the nei voii^ liine 
lions predicated on physiological anatomy, ajid concurs uitli the pa 
thological data inculcated by eminent modern surgeons, in relVreiue 
to injuries of the spinal column, more especially in regard to injin ie*' 
of the cervical spine, as dclermined in their nature and ellects liy (lu‘ 
particular point and location of such injury. In tlie case above leeit 
ed, the lesion occurred between the filth and sixth veilebiie, and vo¬ 
luntary motion was almost wlioJIy extinguished in all the miisrles- 
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suppli<yl by nerves communicating with the signal marrow below the 
'point of injury. But respiration was not seriously impaired, indeed 
•not sensibly embarrassed, because the nerves holding dominion over 
thcTiwre important respiratory apparatus, were not directly involved 
in-fhe injury, deriving their origin above the seat of lesion. Hence 
-tile protraction of life for many days, although the accident was fatal 
imits nature, dhiefly perhaps from its influence upon the gastric and 
alimentary functions. 

• ^/fherc were some peculiarities in the present instance, or a few 
circumstances not analogous to the phenomena described as usually 
attendajit on cas^ of similar injury. Some distinguished suq^ns 
mention Retention of urine as^ainong the consequences Of injiiry of 
the doi-sal and cervical spinc^ The opposite state existed in sub¬ 
ject of the preceding account; tlie urine flowed continually and in¬ 
voluntarily. This incontinence has been found to occur frequently in 
females under circumstances which usually produce retention of urine 
in males, a result probably caused by th^ difference in the relative 
structure ;ind connexions of tlie ureflira. Surgeons also, (Mr. Coo- 
PEK and others,) represent involuntary intestinal evacuations as at¬ 
tendant on injuries of the spinal cord. Obstinate constipation, 
scaicely to be overcome by llie most powerful purgatives, attended 
every perioil of tlic case above reported. Thei*e existed also in tliis 
case more faculty of sensation in the parts below the injury, than is 
common, according to surgical authorities, in such lesions. The 
sensibility of some parts, the trunk especially, was pretcrnaturally 
great, instead of*the torpor and insensibility generally described. 

Writers on injuries involving the spinal marrow, speak of a consi¬ 
derable degree of tympanitic affection of the abdomen resulting from 
such violation, attributing the effect to torpor of the gastro-eiiteritic 
functions, from defective nervous excitement. Probably, irritation 
through ilic ganglionic^ system of nerves, may be concerned in pro¬ 
ducing iiie eftect in question. It has been already noticed ihat«the 
subject of tlic foregoing history was apparently tympanitic, the abdo¬ 
men being prominent and tense. The tension lessened a good deal 
after the full operation of a cathartic, but tlie enlargement of the ab¬ 
domen was not sensibly diminislied. The continuance of the latter 
slate was explained by dissection. Wliile cutting out tlie cervical witli 
part of ike dorsal spine, it was observed that when the cavity of the 
tliorax was penetrated, a thin serous fluid flowed out of the chest in 
great quantity, far more Ilian is ever naturally present in that cavity, 
or accumulated by mere infiltratioii or transudation after death. On 
■opening the abdomen afterwards, it was ft^und tilled with water, con- 
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taining as much fluid as is usually present in the mature state of abdo¬ 
minal dropsy. 

Here then was hydrothorax and ascites apparently produced by 
injuiy of the cervical spine, and so rapidly prefaced as* to havehben 
matured in a few days. The effusion would appear to have been 
strictly the consequence of the spinal injury, bccau^ the subject 
seemed to have been, and reported herself to have been in good h^lth 
at the time of the accident. How shall iliis phenomenon be solved. 
Is it to be considered as the result of the violent shock communicate 
ed tibiihe system, embarrassing the natural functions, and determin¬ 
ed tSlftp pfulicularly on the capillary series of circulation am} irans- 
missioh, or shall it be regarded as the consequence of irritation sud- 
denljtdevolved on the serous tissues of^the abdomen and thorax, an¬ 
alogous to that sub-inflammatory diathesis in those textui^s, which 
commonly gives occasion to hydropic effusion? 

The abdominal viscera in this subject were generally in a natural 
state, with the following exception. The coats of the bladder w ere 
very much thickened, particularly where the peritoneum is^ reflecled 
aver the fundus vesicae. Besides the morbid density of the coats and 
peritoneal covering of the bladder, numerous patches of quite black 
matter, of considerable surface and tliickuess, were deposited upon boili 
the bladder and its peritoneal covering; those deposits were of various 
extent, and appeared of recent formation. Many spots or patches of the 
same melanose substance, were observed on tlic colon and mesentery. 

Case II. RheunuUica^»^cuta, ulceration^ caries^ loilh spontaneous 
<iiajbcatiOtt.*-John Callender, aged fiftccii, was admitted into the Bal 
timore Alms-house, February 3d, 1828, reported to have been sick 
two weeks. The state of this patient when brought to the Alms-house 
was as follows. Acute fever, synochus type—pulse 130 to 140—gene 
ral emaciation—inflammation, pain and swellhig of the right thigh, 
with contraction of the right leg, and incapacity to stand or walk. 
The swelling of the thigh was greatest about the middle portion of 
the limb, extending toward the hip, but causing no sensible enlarge¬ 
ment around the articulation. The swelling of the thigh was diffused 
'vrithout tension or signs of effusion, and no apparent tendency to sup¬ 
puration; the temperature of the limb« very little raised. Fain in 
the part was constant, and became extremely acute on sl^ht pres¬ 
sure or movement of the limb. The scat of most severe pain and 
greatest sensibility was on the internal face of the thigh, over or a 
little below the insertion of the psoas and iliacus muscles. The pre¬ 
ceding statement of the caiie was obtained from the senior pupil of the 
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by whQm the patient was taken in cl^gc, and attended fur 
' two weeks previous to the case falling under my notice, having been 
. detained from the institution for that period by sickness. The case 
was ^registered inflammatory rheumatism, and under treatment as 
suCh, when 1 resumed my attendance on the wards. 

• The general features of this case, and the history of the previous 
state, seemcef^o decidedly analogous to the usual display of inflam¬ 
matory rheumatism, that 1 did not hesitate, after exaimning the 
symptoms, and inquiring the manner and circumstances of attack, 
and previous state of health, to admit the propriety of the cla^j^ca- 
tion to^which the^case was referred, and of the course of tr^teent 
pui^ued| The pain, soreness, and swelling of the thigh imnA^ied as 
when admitted; the sensibility^f the part extreme, yet without ten¬ 
sion, or dthcr signs of phlegmonoid affection. The leg was much con¬ 
tracted and flexed on the thigh, incapable of extension, and in that 
bent state the knee lay resting on the opposite limb, from which the 
|)aticnt could not bear it elevated or reiQOved without great pain or 
complaint, the point of greatest pain still on the intmor superior 
space of the thigh. There was neither obvious intumescence nor pe¬ 
culiar sensibility about the hip; the integument was tense over the la¬ 
teral and posterior aspect of the joint, which seemed simply a conse- 
((uence of the position of the thigh and leg across the opposite limb, 
the patient reclining altogctlier on the left side. The feverish ac¬ 
tion iiad continued without sensible abatement, from the time, of ad¬ 
mission, the pulse ranging from ISO to 140, contracted, yet firm and 
somewhat tense; the temperature of the whole body sensibly greater 
tlian natural, skin generally dry and harsh, with sometimes partial 
])erspk'alion of the mucous character, or what is generally termed 
clammy. 

The treatment of the case was conducted on the indications fur¬ 
nished by tile constiti^tional and local circumstances, and correspond¬ 
ed mainly with the temperate antiphlogistic course so much insisted 
on by ScuDAMORK, and long employed by the profession, in the se¬ 
cond stage of inflammatory rheumatism. Blood-letting was now omit¬ 
ted, as incompatible witli the exhausted state of the patient and un- 
suited to the period and cliaracter of such excitement, which, after 
becoming fully established,is almost uniformly unsusceptible of 
prompt A'ontrol or suppression by direct or active means of depletion. 
The least exciting aperient, diaphoretic, and tranquillizing agents 
were employed in turn according to circumstances, and fomentations 
applied to the affected limb. Oil, sulphate of magnesia, or tlie Seid- 
lilz compound, were generally directed as aperients, and a solution 
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of sub-carbonatc of potash, chargotl with spirit of nitre, wine pi ipe¬ 
cacuanha, (or a minute portion of tartar emetic,) and oxymel of col- 
chicum, exhibited at intervals as a diaphoretic, with Dover’s* pow¬ 
der, (sometimes combined with calomel,) or the black drop, to^obvi- 
ate pain and vigilance at night. The local treatment was chieflj fo¬ 
mentation with a tepid solution of muriate of ammonia, combined 
with a portfon of spirit of camphor, and occasionally a'vcsicatory was 
laid about the hip and limb, a little removed from the immediate seat 
of swelling and sensibility. As a counter agent of fever, the combi- 
natMj^^Of camphor, nitrate of potash, and submurias^was found most 
^d the patient was kept on this course ^nerally f^r about 
two w^ks, when the feverishness abated so far that ii;}edicincs 
were^withheld, except as occasionally jjemanded to regulate the ex¬ 
cretions. « 

By the fifth week after admission into the infirmary, the pain and 
swelling of the limb, together with the constitutional disorder, had 
subsided so much that the patient voluntarily left his bed every ilay, 
the st^port of crutches walked about the ward. The leg was 
still contracted, but much more susceptible of voluntary extension, 
than during the state of pain and fever. The patient’s appetite and 
strength improved, and being an active, sprightly youth, he exerted 
himself a good deal to bring the limb into use, extending his move¬ 
ments in good weather from tii^ hospital, to the yard appropriated for 
exercise to convalescents. He had been put, after subsidence of fe¬ 
ver, upon use of infusion of cinchona with bitters, and supplied willi 
a stimulant embrocation, wiiich he was directed to employ with di¬ 
ligent friction, about the hip and knee, continuing such exercise as ' 
could be taken without pain or fatigue. • 

ThS second week after Callender bad been dischai’jied from clini- 
cal regimen, (between the seventh and ciglitli after eiilcriiig the in¬ 
firmary,) he attracted my attention while passing his bed, on which he 
hadlain down to rest for the moment, by inquiring if suiuethiiig could 
not be done for the more complete extension of his leg, which re¬ 
mained somewhat contracted. I threw back the bed cover to observe 
the state of the leg, and was immediately struck witli apprehension 
that there existed an evil in the case, which I had never before sus¬ 
pected; the remarkable relation of the right knee to the left, in the 
position the young man lay, at once excited my fears that there was 
serious mischief at the hip. The lad was on his back, with both limbs 
drawn up, and the patella of the right presented lliree inches short of 
the left. Observing that the jiclvis was ilcprcssed on the left side, I 
caused that obliquity to bo corrected, and finding that the right knee 
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ilid iiA^dcflccnd to the left by two inches, I ci^rcssed to the class, 
'the al^nding pupils, my conviction that the head of the femur had 
Just the acetabulum. Passing round the bed to examine the hip, and 
removing ail 'dress from the part, dislocation was manifest, almost 
without the proof of touch. The ball of the femur was dciined through 
4he thin and tgnsc integument, and could be readily embraced with 
the p%int of th(f fingers. It rested on the dorsum iUi, near the border 
of the ischiatic notch, and could be raised, or made to .move readily 
to pressure upward and downward. 

So unexpectet^ a result, in a case of (supposed) rhcumatic.^^ar- 
thritis, ^cd me to lloubt the accuracy of the diagno^ in ^^Ij^st 
instencc.. It was unsupported by precedent within my knowledge, 
that rheumatism should de^trby the natural relations of %,J)onc 
so sustained against tlie influence of muscular contraction, the only 
power which rheumatism seems competent to employ towards the 
work of disarticulation. The solid defences of the joint must have 
been broken down by a process, certalnl^\ not common, and perhaps 
never properly belonging to rheumatic degeneration of structure. 
The true condition of the parts was readily ascertained, by causing 
extension of the limb to be made, while the head of the bone was 
lifted, (by drawing the shaft outwards,) from the dorsum iliL When 
the Iiead dcsceiulcd to the level of tho socket, and rotation was made, 
a sensible and even audible crepitation was distinguished. The liga¬ 
ments and cup of the acetabulum were opened by ulceration mid ca¬ 
ries, and space had thus been made for tlic escape of tlic head of the 
femur. 

I 

It became a question of interest, to learn, if possible, the primary 
occasion of tliis sort of mischief, and particular inquiries were insti¬ 
tuted anew into the circumstances immediately preceding or first at¬ 
tending the pain, swelling, and disability of the part, with the probable 
exciting cause of the fitst demonstration of the local disease. It was 
minutely investigated whether the hip had been hurt by a fall, *by 
jumping, a strain, blow, &c. on the part Those questions had been 
macle in a general manner before, and were answered then as now, 
in the negative. No accident Iiad occurred, nor any injury been sus¬ 
tained, of which the patient was conscious, or which he conjectured 
to have any influence in producing the affection of the part His own 
account detail was as follows. He had been well and active up to 
the day he was attacked. On that day he had been left in charge of 
his master’s house, (he was apprenticed,) and was sitting by the 
stove, attending to the children of the family, when in an instant he 
■was seized by pain, within, or inside the* thigh, near the groin, so 



22 


Wright’s Hospital Neporis, 

acute as to cause hiii^to cry out. lie attempted to ri^e and w^lk, but 
found himself unable to stand or move the afiected limb; he called 
the servants to his assistance, and was carried up stairs to bed; fe« 
ver and swelling of the thigh came on that night, and he rcmai«e(l as 
described when admitted into the Alms-house. One fact only cOuld 
be learned, having probable connexion witli the onset of disease, 
witiiin the hipjoiu^ He mentioned now, for the first time, that Uvo 
days precedi^ the attack of pain in the top of tlie thigh, he had been 
sent some miles, on an errand requiring despatch, and had rode very 
hard* 

It would perhaps seem to aigue inattention to the state of the hip 
in this case, not to have discovered the nature and extent of an evil 
so remarkable as disarticulation, until two or tlirec weeks after the 
mischief had been done. 1 by no means pretend to sheUer myself 
a^inst the presumption of erroneous diagnosis, or what amounts to 
the same thing, of an incautious and too general estimate of the cir¬ 
cumstances of the case.*^ But while the patient lay in bed umler 
treatment, (which had been the case two weeks before l.saw him,) 
handling the limb gave exquisite pain, and was on that account very 
much abstained from. The character and seat of pain and swelling, 
and the cntonic form of fever, seemed to indicate the distinct predo¬ 
minance of rheumatic irritation, and on those prominent features of' 
the case the treatment was rejiilated. As it regards the single cir¬ 
cumstance of the dislocation remaining fur a time unsuspected or un¬ 
discovered, it may be sufficient to remark, that during treatment of 
the case, there was neither swelling nor efiusion around tlie hip, those 
being located in the upper internal portion of the thigh, the ailecteif 
limb rested on the oilier, without any manifest disproportion oflcngth, 
excejit what position would cause, and it was only after the ]iatietii 
began to move about, and bear a little on the affected limb—in fact, 
after he had ceased to require or receive particular attention, that 
till: head of the bone left the line of the acetabulum, and moved up 
on tlie back of the ileum. 

Callender is now, (July,) walking about freely on crutches. The 

* It is sufficiently plain on a deliberate retrospect of all the circumstances, 
tliat there was enough in the aggregate Qf symptoms duly weighed, to liavc 
suggested some suspicion of tlie probability Oi* the danger of scriqus articular 
disease. But it is always easier to trace the relation of signs and theii* causes 
at the close of a case than during the periods of its active progress and unde¬ 
cided result. In disease's of equivocal character and blended symptoms, it must 
often happen that instructed experience can alone supply a guide to correct 
discrimination. 
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head (rf Jihc bona is very distinctly defined on ihg dorsum ilii, and has 
Sufiere*d no sensible waste. The ulcerous action seems to have ceased 
soon after the period of disarticulationj tliere is no pain or soreness 
abouthip,'and considerable weight can be borne on the affected 
sidc*without inconvenience. The state of the limb, indeed, is very 
much tliat of chronic dislocation of the femur upward and backward, 
in wliich the prominent evils arc shortening of the member,' inversion, 
and limited range of movement. The leg remains partially contract¬ 
ed. His general heaitli is very much improvedj hectic iriitation has 
passed away altogether, and tlie lad has acquired flesh and strengtli. 
He tliin]^s himsclfkble to dispense with crutches, and walk by sup¬ 
port of a^tick, if inequality in the length of the limbs was obviated 
by a suitable shoe. But he is nt)t yet permitted to incur the li^k of 
irritation, %r of weakening the defence forming around the head of 
the bone, by pressure on the affected limb in locomotion* The lihib 
has shortened three inches. 

Is this case to be regarded as one of thpsc rare instances of rheu¬ 
matic arthritis, of which some respectable writers admit the posubi- 
li(y; namely, rheumatic inflammation lighted up in the articular tex¬ 
tures, and from peculiar intensity, running on to disorganization and 
waste of both the soft and solid structure of the joint? Mr. Bekja- 
MiN Bell, Good, and others, recognize a species of rheumatic arthio- 
cace terminating in suppuration, ulceration, and caries. Soudamoke 
also adverts io the occasional, though very un&equent occurrence ol 
suppuration in rheumatic phlegmasia. The kind and seat of pain, 
the early contraction of the leg, and the Very distinct affection of the 
fibrous textures of the tliigU in the case of Callender, seem explicitly 
to indicate rheumatic complication; but probably in this case, and in 
all instances denominated rheumatic white-swelling, the rheumatic 
symptoms arc mere coincidences, not essentials, in the disease; 
rheumatism and strumfl often go hand in hand. It we are to regard 
the case in question as a true coxarius, suddenly developed from itri- 
iation, and involving in speedy destruction, the articular cartilages, 
the spongy fabnc of the acetabulum, the synovial membrane, and 
capsular ligaments; it differs in many respects from the usual dis 
play of hip disease. Scrofulous degeneration of joints is commonly 
a slow process, varied no doubt in this particular, by the nature of the 
excitipg tfausc, and the local disease is usually associated with olhei 
evidences of strumous diathesis, as affections of the spinal column oi 
glandular system. None such were present in the case of Callender, 
and the general hcaltli had been good, yet the group of physical cha- 
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racters were of that^cast, (tall, spare conformation^ light lyiir ami 
eyes, and lively countenance,) among which struma is often latent. 
Again may , we look to simple or common inflammation of the drticu-* 
lar cartilages, produced by contusion from the hard ride', fur the^rigiii 
of the disease, and the consequences that ensued? Mr. Buodib found 
that inflammation of cartilages terminated readily in ulceration, whichy 
if extemaye, necessarily caused caries of the subjacent bone, witlwilec- 
ration of the synovial membrane and capsule, and such ulceration and 
caries were often extensive, without evidence of suppuration. But Mr. 
Brodie does not design to separate those forms of ^articular disease, 
from the connexion they are supposed, perhaps''correctly,^ by Mr. 
Hunter and others, to hold vrith a strumous constitutional, taint., 1 
thro^out the su^estion merely whether inflammation of cartilages 
from severe irritation, may go on to ulceration and caries tn a habit 
untouched by struma, or where nothing exists to lay predisposition. 
Articular ulceration seems to be sometimes partial, and to ccasc spon¬ 
taneously, or atop at a poiqt short of serious destruction. A subject 
was examined last vnnter, of full stout frame, when upon dividing the 
capsular ligament of the right hip, the head of tlie femur rose from 
the acetabulum, and it was discovered that there was no round liga¬ 
ment* The fossa of implantation was filled up by fibrous matter, anil 
no vestige of tlie ligament ajqieared. There were indications of for¬ 
mer inflammation, and probably partial ulceration, in the colour anil 
thinness of the central^part of the acetabular cartilage.' 

Some of the circumstances in Callender’s case seem worthy of 
particular notice. First, the fact that the articulation was rapidly 
breaking up, without any obvious state of ilic soft parts immediately' 
investing the joint as miglit indicate tlic chaiacter of injury geing on 
withih. There was no discoverable inflammation or eflusiun of the 
skin, or under the fascia, over or around tlic joints; on the contrary, 
the muscular covering of the arUculatiuu v/as exceedingly attenuated, 
and the skin^ contracted very closely about the |)art Second. Tlie 
short time in which the articulation was destroyed, and the bone dislo¬ 
cated: it was five weeks from the day of attack when the pain ceased, 
and fever subsided; a relief from suflering, owing probably to tlic giv¬ 
ing way about Uiat time of all the connexions which had kept up ten¬ 
sion and irritation. Third. That the •head of the femur had wasted 
so little as to preserve its round form, while tlie deep sccket had 
melted down suflicicnl to pcniiit it, the liead oi' tlie bunc, to 'move 
out through the opening. Fourlli. 'Flic total absence urs^iiiptumatic 
of the knee, so generally characteristic of acute coxalgiu. 
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111. Jirthrosia Alonica .—Elizabetli Henry, aged thirty-five, 
'adinitled into the Baltimore Alms-houae Ist of May, 1828. She is 
of middle size, and well-formed, with black hair and eyes, and fair 
complexion j says she had led an active, temperate life, enjoyed good 
health, and borne children. When admitted, she could not stand 
.without support, and was unable to walk, from pun in the upper half 
ofd;lic right thigli, and weakness of that limb- The day after admis¬ 
sion she had no fever or head-ache, pulse soft, slow, and equal; skin 
cool, no cough, tongue clean, appetite good, bowels regular, sleep 
natural, except from occasional spasms of the thigh. Thus the circu¬ 
lating, cerebral, respiratory, digestive, and nervous systems, wholly 
out of fault. 'Hie complaint of the patient was refenred by herself 
entirely to the tliigh, and a point in tlie front middle portion of the 
limb indidhted as tlie seat of predominant sensibility. The patient 
stated tliat she was attacked suddenly, fourteen days before her ad¬ 
mission into the Alms-house, by acute pain of the thigh, and from 
tlie moment of attack had been unable to^walk. 

The thigh now exhibited no mark of disease. There was no heat, 
inflammation, tension, or enlargement; Jhc skin and muscles soft and 
pliable, and the part not tender to the touch, except pressed to¬ 
ward the centre of the limb, when there was shnnking and complaint 
The hip was neither swelled, nor super-sensitive, even to firm pres¬ 
sure, and the whole limb compared with tlie opposite one, betrayed 
no visible mark of difference. On my pronouncing the jq)parent ab¬ 
sence of local disease, the patient said the pain was in the bone. I 
confess frankly that I regarded tliis pool* woman as either ignonuitly 
or wilfully exaggerating a common affair of chronic rheumatism. 

The patient had taken some medicine, and the part had been fkwly 
blistered, (without relief,) before her admission into tlie Alms-house. 
A gum pill, wliich has produced in the institution much relief from 
chronic rheuinalisin, composed of guaiacum, camphor, and hyosciamus, 
was directed for the patient, with anodyne embrocation of the pdrt. 

I saw this case every otlier day for a fortnight, during which time its 
circumstances did not sensibly alter. The patient continued without 
general indisposition, preserving a quiet pulse, cool skin, clean 
tongue, and good appetite, the limb retaining the appearance and 
state before described: she expressed herself relieved from pain by 
the pills, m.ml asked to have them renewed when out On the IGtii 
of May she requested me to look again at her limb, stating that it had 
been severely painful the night before, and that it was now shorter than 
ihc other. The thigh was examined, and exliibited its usual appearance; 
on compai-ing the lower extremities, the position of tlie right leg was 
^ No. V.—Nov, 1828. [4] 
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natural, but tlic bottonc of the foot presented on a line with the internal 
malleolus of ilic other leg; that is, the right limb appeared about two 
inches shorter than the left After every attention to the cquipbisc of 
the pelvis, and the full, but easy, extension of the limb,' the right'foot 
rested an inch and a half higher than its fellow. The hip was,next 
carefully ei^amined. The dorsum ilii was free, and the head of the 
femur could not be felt These circumstances, and the natural'pcsi- 
tion of the limb, established that there was no dislocation. But there 
might be something as bad, and on gently extending, reusing, and ro¬ 
tating the limb, a bold, rough crepitation was as distinctly felt as in 
free recent fracture. The head of the femur, or the acctab\duin, or 
both, were gone, and the limb had been drawn up by the muscles in 
its neural axis. *' ^ 

She is at present, (four weeks after destruction of the jBint,) able 
to sit up, and even walks a little by support of one crutch. Her ap¬ 
pearance betrays no mark of impaired health, and there is no longei* 
pain or soreness in any pai;t of the limb. In her case, too, the only 
inconvenience is shortening, and disability of movement; the injured 
limb is two inches short, and^can be advanced or retracted by Its own 
muscles only a very limited space. The aspect, or presentation of 
the limb is natural; in standing, sitting, or lying, there is neither in¬ 
version nor eversion of the foot. It may be noticed here that at one 
period, soon after the articulating surfaces were destroyed, the limb 
was found to have lost its proper attitude, and to lay upon the other 
in a state of complete inversion. Il was easily restored to its natural 
aspect, and by restricting the patient to a position oii her back fur some 
time, it did not again decline from its proper axis. 

This is a melancholy case, and suggests a lesson of motlesly ot 
useful import; namely, to distinist our sagacity in forming a judgment 
of obscure affections. To myself at least, two such cases occurring 
nearly togelfier, in neither of which the terrible tendency of the dis¬ 
ease was fully apprehended, until revealed by its consummation, 
plainly admonish the necessity of close, careful, and circumstantial 
investigation in such cases, as well as the propriety of proceeding on 
the principle of guarding against the worst that might happen, even 
though the danger of that result is not plainly apparent. 1 cannot 
charge myself with neglect or slight oft duty in this case; the counte¬ 
nance, general hcallh of the patient, and the external state of tlie 
parts.deceived me, and were calculated to deceive. But the thigli 


• It is a state of things in fact, not easy of detection, and even if discovered, 
perhaps still less susceptible «f safe conduct. I'licrc is little reason to conclude- 
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and Imj) were frequently and carefully examined- Not a trace of in¬ 
flammation, swelling, or soreness to the touch existed in the soft parts, 
-eiUicrat first or subsequently. ITie poor woman herseli was right: 
she wnstantly declared that the disease was in the bone, and this is 
not*tlie first time a patient’s sensations have been more faithfiil than 
•the tect of the profession. 

•A.H 1 leameti further tlian has been already told, was that the pain 
commenced with a “sudden <lart,” in the front of the thigh, two 
inches below the trochanter, while the woman was standing in market. 
On the first days^of pain, a few vesicationa formed on thie surface of 
the thi^, about titc seat of the pain, but these soon subsided and l^t 
tlie^ part free from any after appearance of disease. The patient com¬ 
plained for the first time on lhc*lGth of May, (the day after the joint 
broke up,^ of pain at the top of the knee, which continued severe foi* 
many days. 

Tlie total absence of constitutional concern in a work of local de¬ 
struction of so serious a character, is an unusual phenomenon, fitted 
to mask ;thc nature of the disease, and divert from calculation 
on an issue of which there existed so few and equivocal admoni¬ 
tions. When this woman was admitted into the institution, pain 
of the right thigh not constant, nor very acute, willi loss of motive 
power in the limb, constituted the only marks of disease, nay, the 
only evidence of decline from tlie most perfect state of healtli. After 
entering the infirmary the case did not at any time present even an 
cpliemcral feverish tumult; the skin was always cool, and pulse tem¬ 
perate. The pain, or rather uneasiness of Ae part, thoi^ sel4oni 
wholly absent, was never distressing in the day, and was’mdily 
averted or mitigated by an anodyne at night, ^hc ultimate destruc¬ 
tion of the joint, though attended by extreme distress of feeling, pro¬ 
duced scarcely a sensible febrile movement, and the faint disturbance 
of circulation which attelfced the process in question c^ed vwy 
soon, and left the patient with a pulse calm anffquict, as in health. 

The condition of the limb itself is not less remarkable than the 
constitutional circumstances just adverted to. It has not been, and 
is not even now, (7th of June,) at ail wasted or altered in fom. 
Its state as to size, temperature, and all circumfitauces, shortening 
tionc excepted, is perfectly natural, and there is no longer pain of 
Ihe part during a state of sfrict repose. This woman now gets out of 
lied, (to make necessary evacuations,) and accomplishes the task by 


that after admission into Uie infirmaiy, Uic final consequence could have been 
ivertcd by any mode of management. 
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lifting the thigh ami leg oft' the bed with both her hands. Sh^i^says 
that when she is up resting on the sound limb, the aftected leg and 
thigh turn uniformly of a very dark, or in her language, black colour. 

A gentleman reading medicine with me, communicated last winter 
a specimen of morbid anatomy he had met with, analogous to the,pre¬ 
ceding case. The bottom of the socket had wasted Jby ulceration 
sufficiently to permit the ball of the femur and neck of the borfb to 
pass up into the pelvis, the great trochanter jutting against the 
brim of the acetabulum. The head of the femur was considerably 
reduced in Size, and a species of ligamentous connexion bound the 
neck and trochanter to the sides and edge of tlie socket. c 

BaUimorei July^ 1828. , 


Art. IV. Case of *^xillary Jlncurism removed by the. appKcalion of 
a Ligature to the Suhcla'dtan •Artery. By Dr. EowAun W. Wei.ls, 
Physician and Surgeon in Maracaybo. Communicated by Felix 
Fasoalis, M, D. of New York. 

I AM emboldened to oft'er the following case to the public from a 
conviction that the detail of every successful surgical operation of 
magnitude is interesting, as throwing additional light on practical 
points of importance, and strengthening facts which have been made 
the foundation of useful rules. The successful tcrmiijalion of the pre¬ 
sent caw may tend to corroborate four maxims advanced by distin¬ 
guished surgeons, and which were borne in mind during the operation. 

Ist.^ That in cases of axillai’y aneurism the operation ought fiot to 
be deferred till the tumour acquire such a size as to elevate the cla¬ 
vicle considerably. 

Sd. That the best ligature is that which is Ihe smallest, compati¬ 
ble with a degree ofmrength necessary for constricting the artery 
firmly. 

3d. That it is of the utmost importance to maintain the limb in 
as absolute a state of rest as is enjoined in cases of fractured bone. 

4th. That the age of sixty years is not a reason for declining the 
performance of the operation, provided thf'rc be nothing othenvisc 
unfavourable in the constitution, circumstances, or situatidh ol the 
patient. 

It is useful in the early stages of the disease, to apply moderate 
pressure in such a manner as to operate only upon the ^mour, with¬ 
out compressing the adjacent and surrounding parts, which in the ‘ 
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. present^ase was easily eftected by the meana employed, witli no 
other inconvenience than a slight degree of numbness and oedema in 
the .fingers, the necessary consequence of the pressure affecting the 
subclifvian veih, and some of the nerves in the vicinity of the artery. 
Thaf in the present case this compression had the effect of 
the enlargemept of the anastomosing vessels, may 1 tliink be Infer¬ 
red^ ft-om the fact of the circulation in the arterial ramifications of 
the limb being apparently so little affected by the ligature of the ar¬ 
tery, as manifested by the absence of that increased temperature of 
the part after the pperation, which is usually considered indicative of 
the augnjented actibn in the suddenly dilated branches. 1 would not, 
however, by any means delay the operation, when the tumour should 
liavc increased so as to elevatq tfte clavicle to the degree which oc¬ 
curred in tlie case under consideration, as it is this position of the 
bone that forms the only difficulty in applying the ligature to the ar¬ 
tery. It may be further remarked that so much relief from pain was 
afforded by the pressure, that on my ordering tlie patient to leave it 
-oft' for a short time, on account of the swelling of fingers, he beg¬ 
ged to be allowed to continue it, as the slight inconvenience of the 
tumefaction was more than counterbalanced by the comfort which the 
compression afforded. 

In performing this operation, I was struck with the importance of 
faking time in operating among parts of which a rough handling or 
imprudent injury might have been attended with dangerous, not to 
say fatal consequences^ and I preferred retaining the patient longer 
on the table, which scarcely augmented his suffering, to nsking his 
safety by precipitation. 

It cannot be doubled that the less the parts are separated, and the 
smaller is the extent of the wound, the more probability there is of 
reunion by the first intention. For this reason the practice ap¬ 
pears reprehensible whibh sSme writers recommend, of making two 
incisions meeting at an angle, and of ilividing the omo-hyoideus, aftd 
cutting the anterior scalenus muscle. That portion of the artery 
which it is necessary to expose for the purpose of applying the liga¬ 
ture, may easily be reached by one incision of less than three inches 
in extent, and any further division of parts can be attended with no 
useful purpose, and augments Ihc subsequent danger of suppuration, 
haemoiT:lva^e, &c. 

The following is the mode of operating that I would employ in or¬ 
dinary cases;— 

The patient should be laid with the affected shoulder projeciing a Hi- 
tie over the edge of the tabie^ the arm drawil down as much as possi- 
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l»le, and the elbow backwards, and steadily retained hi lhat j^sition 
by a good assistant, by which means tlic artery will be placedln the 
most favourable relative position, the platysma myoides will be put 
upon the stretch, and the dissection materially facilitated. Then let 
an incision be made through the integuments, beginning immcdiaftely 
over the acromial edge of the clavicular origin of the^sterno-clcido-, 
mastoid muscle, and a little more than half an inch {bovc the elaAri- 
clc, and continued for about two ihehes and a half in length towards 
the shoulder and terminating about a quarter of an inch above the clavi¬ 
cle. Next let the^platysma myoides be divided carefully^ in order not 
ttf touch the veins, which ought not to be cut if they do not prove a 
considerable impediment to passing the needle under the artery, as 
their division would render neccssai^ additional ligatures, a source 
of irritation which of course it is expedient to avoid. If,' however, 
the jugular vein be so situated as to prove a great source of difficulty, 
let it be included in two ligatures, composed each of a single threatl 
of silk, and divided in the ^interspace. For the reasons just mention¬ 
ed, the hcemorrhage from the small vessels of the skin should rather. 
be suppressed by compression with the finger, and the dissection of 
tlie cellular substance conducted slowly, and as far as possible witli 
the handle of the scalpel in preference to the edge. By tliis cautious 
mode of proceeding several small arteries may often be avoided, tlic 
bleeding from which might prove troublesome by obscuring the parts, 
and perhaps render it necessary to apply ligatures. There would 
also be less danger of dividing any nerve of magnitude, an accident 
which might possibly be attended with inconvenience. 'Ilie ligature 
which 1 would prefer is a strong silk sewing thread, doubled and 
twisted and waxed, so as to render the knot less liable to loosen. In 
operating in the following case some variation from the above method 
was made, but the most important circumstances pointed out above 
were attended toj and perhaps without falling into the error of pont 
/to?, ergo propter /me, its success may be considered some aigument 
in its favour. 

Case.— Hemencgildo Gonzales, aged sixty-onc years, of small 
stature, spare habit, and quiet, patient disposition, one of the poorer 
class of farmers, residing a few mil^ from the city of Maracaybo, 
began in the montli of October last to feel pain in the course of the 
Kcaleni muscles of the light side, which he couhl not assign tj any evi- 
*Icnt calisc, unless it might have been occasioned by violent exercise 
on hoi'seback. The pmn was much augmented on moving the arm, 
and shortly after its appearance a tumour became visible in the ax¬ 
illa, which, when he applied io me in the month of November, was 
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. un evid^jnt axiHary aneurism. The tumour pulsated atroiigly in the 
'axilla and under the clavicle, and was of about the dimensions ot a 
small Orange. The brachial artery was also enlarged to about the 
sixe the little finger for about an inch or more in extent, and about 
tlh‘e5 inches below the axilla. The pulse and temperature ^ both 
arms were cr[iyLl. Consulcrable pain was felt when the arm waa per¬ 
fectly at rest, Ad it was much increased by the least exercise. The 
patient is the father of three healthy children, has always enjoyeil 
'good health, and was not labouring at the time he applied to me un- 
tlcr any disorder except the tumour, and did not experience pain or 
inconvci^icncc in ally otlier part of his body. Owing to his spare ha¬ 
bit pf boily, the subclavian artery was unusually distinct to the feel 
in both shoulders, and by modefate pressure on that of tlie affected 
side, thcpiTlsc in the aneurism, as well as at the wrist, was suppressed. 

Having always tlic operation in view, I explained to llie patient the 
nature of las situation, and as a preparatory measure, and with the 
object before mentioned, advised pressure to be made to the dilated 

-.portion of the artery by means of balls of soft leather stuffed with 
moss, to be applied in the axilla, and to the tumour under the clavi¬ 
cle, and retained in tlieir position by a bandage. 

April 8//*,—The tumour was considerably increased in size, and 
more painful. The application of the balls afforded relief to the pain, 
but occasioned a slight degree of numbness and oedema in the fingers. 
The temperafure and pulse were the same in botli arms. The super¬ 
ficial veins in the neighbourhood of the aneurism were cnlaigcd, ap¬ 
parently from the pressure of the tumour on the subclavian vcin- 
Whcii both scapulae were lowered as much as possible by drawing 
down the arms, the acromial cud of the right clavicle was about aii 
inch liigher than its fellow. A considerable portion of the pectoral 
muscles was protruded by the tumour, which at the upper part, im¬ 
mediately under the claviolc, was nearly of a kcminphmcal figure, 
and measured three inches in diameter. That in the axilla was con- 
sidcfably smaller. 

April I 2 // 1 .—At eight o’clock, A. M. I proceeded to the operation, 
assisted by Dr. John Irwin, Surgeon Major in the-Colombian army, 
charged with the care of tlic military hospitals of tiiis place, and Mr- 
David T. Lanman, formerly of New York. The temperature of the 
right hand 94°, left hand 95°, pulse 86, and equal in both radial arte¬ 
ries. ^'he patient was laid on the tabic witli the affected shoulder 
projecting a little over the edge. As the skin was very lax, I appi’c- 
hended that it would be difficult to divide it immediately over the 
place wlicrc 1 intended to dissect down to Mic artery; I therefore or- 
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dered the shoulder lobe elevated, and drawing downflhc relpxed in¬ 
teguments, made iny incision immediately upon the clavicle,*be^n- 
ning it over the acromial edge of the clavicular oiigin of the sterno- 
cleido mastoid muscle, and continuing it along the bone for Icstidhan 
three inches in extent 1 then, without altering the pisition of the 
shoulder, cut carefully through the platysmamyoides,^which was unr 
usually thin and delicate, but as tlie incision was madefupon the bone, 

I ran no risk of wounding the jugular vein, which crossed the line of the 
incision diagonally, and nearly in the middle, as soon as the shoulder 
was depressed, in order to continue the dissection down to the artery. 
The arm and scapula being drawn down as much* as possible by the 
assistants, 1 dissected cautiously, sometimes using the hanijlc, some¬ 
times the edge of the scalpel, until 4 laid bare tlic artery where it 
emerges from the anterior scalenus muscle. This dissection was 
tedious and somewliat diiticult, the subclavian vein being large, and 
so elevated by the tumour as to cover the situation of the artery. A 
considerable nervous branch lay above and somewhat behind the ar¬ 
tery, and another rather smaller, crossed it obliquely just 1^^^- 
the scalenus. Tlie artery was large but apparently Iical thy. 'flic 
situation of the jugular vein was found to impede the dissection so 
materially Uiat it was included with two ligatures composed each of 
a single thread of sewing-silk, and divided between them. The hm- 
morrliage from Uie small vessels required no ligature, and not more 
than an ounce of blood was lost. The artery being laid bVc, T made a 
slight incision with tlie cutting spatula tlirough the cellular sheath on 
each side of the vessel, and* passed under it Dr. Pauuish’s needle, 
armed witli a small ligature composed of two fine strung silk sewing 
threads twisted together and waxed. In this part of the o])<ratioii, 
no little difficulty was experienced from the deep situation of tlic ar¬ 
tery, although aided by the above excellent needle^ and 1 am con¬ 
vinced that witliout a conti-ivance of the kind it would have been ab- 
soVately impossible to pass the ligature. The tliread being under the 
artery, the assistants, as well as myself, examined the vessel,'and 
remained satisfied that it alone was included in the ligature. 1 then 
tied it firmly, in doing which the patient experienced little or no 
pain. One end of the thread was cut off close to the artery. The 
pulsation immediately ceased in tlie wlmle arm, and the tumour under 
the clavicle shrunk considerably. The wounu was dressed with ad¬ 
hesive strips, and the ligatures disposed of in the usual way. fifteen 
minutes after tJic patient was placed in Uie bed, the temperature of 
both arms was tlie same as before the operation. The pulse in the 
left radial artery was 88,«full, and regular. He complained of no 
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'pariicut^r unea^ness, except a very sliglit iiumbhess in Ujc lingers of 
- the right hand. Ordered him to confine Ills diet to btotli and arrow- 
^ rdotT and enjoined the strictest attention to remaining perfectly at 
rest, and not to rise from his bed on any account. 

Twelve o’clock, pulse 84, full, and rcgulai*; temperature of the 
ri^ht hand 99%*left hand 100®. He says lie has experienced slight 
pain'in the wound and arm, but that it is better. His countenance is 
cheerful. Seven o’clock, P. M. pulse 76, and regular; temperature 
* of the aficcted side 97°, left side 98°; some pain in the hand and 
arm. • 

13/A,-^T\vclvc ft'clock, pulse 83; temperature of both arms 99°; 
pain’in tlio arm relieved; numbness sliglit. 

14^^.—.Twelve o’clock, pul>^ fto, and somewhat weaker and irre¬ 
gular; temperature of both arms 96°. He complains of numbness in 
the arm, Orilcrcd a more nourisliing diet, and as the bowels are 
somewhat confined, laxative cnemata. 

Nine o’clock, A. M. pulse 80, ai;d regular; temperature of 
both arms 96°; numbness diminished. He complains of pain in the sto¬ 
mach; bowels not opened by tlie encmata. Ordered syrup rhei ^j. 

■—pulv. rhei 9j- M, 

16//i.—Nine o’clock, A. M. Medicine produced a copious evacua¬ 
tion; pain in the stomach was removed. I dressed the wound, which 
appeared to be nearly united, and gave no pain; pulse 86; tempera¬ 
ture of both arms 96°. The superJicial veins are much diminished in 
size. 

iTth ,—Nine o’clock, pulse BO;lempcratBre of both arms 96°; wound 
nearly all united, and looks well. The tumour is very liard, and 
ncitlicr k nor the wound gives any pain. He complains of occasional 
slight pain in the arm; the bowels liave not been opened; repeat *the 
medicine. 

On the SOth, the uppet* ligature of the jugular vein came away, and 
tlic next day the other ligature ol' the same vessel, and on the 3d *f 
June, that of the artery. A small sinus remained in the course of 
the ligatures which was cured by injections of sulphate of zinc, and 
of solutions of nitrate of silver; and on tlie 14th of June was perfectly 
healed. The pain and numbness had entirely left the arm, which 
was every day regaining its motion. 'Fhe tumour under the clavicle 
had al 0 ) 0 ^ 1 *disappeared, and that in the axilla was reduced to the 
size of a walnut, and very hard. The patient called to see me pre¬ 
viously to returning to the country to pursue ins usual avocalions. 
overwhelming me with a profusion of grateful expressions; and I hail 
Ihc happiness of feeling that as an humble agent. 1 had been the mcan'^ 

No. V.—Nov. IH‘ 28 . FjI 
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of successfully employing one of the triumphant cxpe<^nts c^f tnodern. 
surgery, to save an unfortunate fellow-creature from the jaws of the. 
grave, to restore a husband to his despairing wife, and a father to his 
ainicted children. My gratification will be increased, should*fhedc-* 
tail of this ease, by adding something to the book of experience, Hid 
in promoting similar results. 

Maracayho^ June 23d, 1828. 


AiiT. V. On the Topography and Diseases of Western 2^ennsyloant(L 

By L. Callaghan, Member of thij Faculty of Medicine, and Li¬ 
centiate of the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of*Glasgow. 

AV^ESTEUN Pennsylvania stretches from 39® 40' to 42° 20' north 
latitude, and from 78° to 81° west longitude. It is bounded by the 
Alleghany mountains on the cast, by the state of Ohio (jn the west,, 
by that of Virginia on the south, and New York on the north, having 
that great inland sea. Lake Eric, on its north-western boundary. 
This portion of Pennsylvania may in geographical language be called 
a table landj low water mark at the city of Pittsburg is one hun¬ 
dred and fifty-two feet above Lake Eric, seven hunilred and twenty- 
seven feet above tlie Hudson at Albany, and seven hundred and filly- 
six feet above the Atlantic ocean at Cape May; the apex of the liigh- 
est ranges of hills arc about twelve hundred feel above tide watci 
level in the Chesapeake. 

The entire surface of the country is made up of a succession of 
hilhj with intervening valleys, the aspect of descent lying towards 
the south-west. Tlie land abounds in a rich bituminous coal and lime¬ 
stone; the luxuriance of the timber is the host evidence of the natu¬ 
ral fertility of the soil; the vallics arc equally remote from marsh, and 
the hills from sterility. Tlie country is well v/atcred; the Allegliany, 
Concmaugh, Kiskeminitas, and Monongahcla are its principal rivers; 
the Alleghany and Monongahcla uniting at the city of Pittsburg to 
form the majestic Ohio. In the investigation of the atmospcrical tem¬ 
perature of western Pennsylvania, pei'haps the climatic thermometer 
of VoLNEY is the best standard that can be used, from wb’ch four ge¬ 
neral cases will dctcrmltic the diftercnce of climate on any two given 
places on our globe. 1. Difference of latitude. 2. Diftercnce of 
elevation. 3. Exposure to particular winds. 4. Proximity to, or 
remoteness from, large bodies of water. 
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• Judgjxg from latitude alone, we could ncithef account for the tro¬ 
pical heat of summer, nor for the intensity of the cold in winter, cx- 
^ ptrienced in western Pennsylvania; nor much less could we account 
for the magnitude and suddenness of the changes, situated as wc arc 
under.similar parallels of latitude with the city of Madrid in Spain, 
the islands of N|^inorca and Sardinia in the M^itcrranean, the cities 
of Itomc and Naples in Italy, and that of Constantinople in Turkey. 
Hence wc must look, in the investigation of our climate, to our elc- 
‘ ^ated situation; our exposure to the north, north-west, and westerly 
winds, to our being jirotected by mountains more than two thousand 
feet high.j»from the cast; and south-east to our being remote from the 
wann air of the gulf stream, or the general equalizing eifccts of the 
waters of the ocean on the atmosphere; to which may be added the 
large portion of our land which is yet under forest- From this com¬ 
bination of causes the climate may be accounted for in the most sa¬ 
tisfactory manner. 

It is to be regretted that we are not as yet in possession of any re¬ 
gular scries* of thermomctrical observations from which the alterna¬ 
tions of temperature might be exactly known. This is a subject well 
worthy the attention of llic practitioner of medicine, and comes im¬ 
mediately within his province, as without an accurate investigation of 
the edects of climate on the human body it is impossible to arrive at 
any thing like scientific conclusions with regard to disease. However, 
we may appeal to the experience of every person of observation, re¬ 
sident in western Pennsylvania, for the high temperature of our sum¬ 
mer heat and the piercing cold of winter,' with the suddenness and 
magnitude of the changes throughout the year. The past winter in¬ 
deed, fo?ms an exception in point of mildness scarcely to be equalled 
within the remembrance of the oldest inhabitants. We have had com¬ 
paratively speaking but little frost, and scarcely any snow, but wc 
have had the most complete succession of continued rains from Octo¬ 
ber to^March. 

During the months of July and August it is not uncommon for the 
(liennometer of Fahrenheit to rise to upwards of 96° in the shade. 
'I'his high temperature however is not durable for any number of days 
or even hours of the same day, and can only exist during a southerly 
wind. The wind veering about to the north or particularly the north¬ 
west, wi]! lt)wcr the thermometer 10, 20, 30, or 40° in tiie course of 
a few hours. During the 27th, 28th, and 29th of January, 1821, 
the thermometer stood at from 13 to 14° below zero of FahrenheiPs 
thermometer; this may be taken as a specimen of our most intense 
cold, but in almost every winter the mercury sinks to or below 
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zero; this can only list during the continuance of a motherly ,o» north- 
westjcriy winil, particularly tlie latter; on a change of wind to the 
southward, the temperature will rise 10, 20, or 30® in the cdurse of 
twenty-four hours. In the latter cud of March, 1828,’the thei-niome- 
tcr rose for a few days above C()° of Falireiiheit; in the begibning 
of April it was down below the freezing point. Suc^ is our vicissi¬ 
tude of climate that it is impossible to calculate on any invariable 
range of temperature for any given time during any season of the 
year. In winter the north-westerly winds bring us the most intense 
degrees of cold; this may be accounted for, from the immense regions 
covered for tlie greater part of the year with ice or snow lying north¬ 
west of us; Ihose immense inland seas, Erie, Huron, Mirhlgaii ami 
Superior, which arc IVozen up for sljve.ral months in the year, and to 
our being exposed to the full and unmitigated sweep of-this wind, 
blowing ijvcr those regions, wifhout die intervention of mountain or 
the equalizing cfl’cct of the waters of the ocean. On the contrary the 
south wind coming to us lyom the Gulf of Mexico and the valley of 
tlie Mississippi, blowing over land for nearly two thniviand milcs^ 
brings us a vei y increased degree of lieat, and accounts satisfactorily 
for the high temperature of our summers. 

The prevailing diseases in summer and autumji are affccthms of the 
brain, stomach, ami bowels, particulai ly the latter. Iji winter and 
spring we have diseases of the chest ami lungs; the latter is increas¬ 
ing among the sedentary population of our towns with learful strides. 
As w'e arc happily free from marsh miasmata, we are strangers to those 
forms of intermittents whicli are eiulemlal east, west, north, and south 
of us. Our fevers are generally of the continued type, accomj)anied 
with the inllainmatory diathesis, the syiiochus and synocha tof Cun- 
LKv, and characterized by deranged action of the brain and bowels. 

"We scUh)m meet with any of tlie low ibi ins of typhus mitior, and 
are strangers for the most part to typhu.; gr.*vior. Hence w-e have no 
ebntasrious fevers. 

In summer and autumn our agricultural population arc not unIVe 
quently visited with dysentery. This is not so common among tlie^ 
inhabitants of the tow ns; which may be accounted for from the exposure 
of the agriculturists to the increased heat of summer and autumn. It 
is in most cases cither during harvest, or immediately after it, that 
this disease breaks forth. 

During harvest the f.irmer is exposed to the most violent and labo¬ 
rious exercise under a burning sun, wliicli cannot fail to induce a 
high degree of excitement in the system. The body is bathed w ith 
perspiration, the clothes arc saturated with it. The thin linen 
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panUloons, ti'a; shii*t, &c. the usual summer^ dress of the fanner, 
’ bocoides' as wet in the case of many pci'sons as if they had been 
•drawn through water. If he '‘tops to rest for a little, that part of his 
drcs» not in immediate contact with his body becomes cooled down 
'>0 rapidly, that if it is allowed to touch tlic skin it induces a sensa- 
.tion which can only be compared to the application ot ice to the body 
uiuJcr otlicr cifcumstunccs. Here is a fertile source of disease. Ills 
tlurst is intolerablej he must drink large juantities of fluid; nature 
N calls for a reduction of the febrile excitement of the system; the in¬ 
creased perspiration must be supplied; the usual drink is ardent spi¬ 
rits with water. •To enable him to undergo his increased labour, his 
fo*>d is rendered more luxurious, and for the most part more indiges¬ 
tible. lie swallows large and frequently repeated quantities of solid 
animal foad. Ilis night of rest is short, ami his day of labour long, 
lie is ficquently found out in his light dress, with the system yet 
liot with tlic excitement of the day, under tlie dews of the evening, 
lie is out ill the morning with the lising of the sun, while the fields 
arc still \v;et witli the dews of the previous night. Here are other fer¬ 
tile sources of disease. The fever which is attendant on this disease 
is of a liighly inflammatory type; tlie bowels and peritoneum partake 
most severely of the diseased action. It is not usually fatal under 
any well regulated mode of treatment. It is not contagious, although 
its spreading over entire sections of adjoining country, imiuces a bc- 
liefamong the people that it is so. But this arises from all having 
been exposed less or more, to the original exciting causes of the aftec- 
tion, and m)t froiU tlic powers of contagion. 

Cholera iiifaiitiim is a disease frequent in the towns during the sum¬ 
mer nvoiiths, and more especially in confined and badly ventilaleil 
aparlnuMits. In tliesc places its fatality is considerable. * 

It is usual in professional intercourse to hear a great deal ahout bili¬ 
ous <lisonses; we have hilio.vs fevers, bilious colics, bilious liead-aches, 
and even bilious pleurisies, without end. Does a patient present him- 
seiTwith a furred tongue, he is bilious;hashe coastipationof the bowels, 
he is bili(»us;has he impaired digestion, lie is bilious; and soon, until 
at length biliary deraiigeineat has become, in the vocabulary of tliesf* 
gentlemen, the primuin mobile in most cases of disease. Were tliis 
simply confined to an error it; nosological discrimination, it would be 
comparaiively harmless, but it leads to the most mischievous crrois 
in practice. That we have in reality no such biliary derangement, it 
is only neccf^sary to appeal to our climate. U is pliysically impossi¬ 
ble that it should exist under uur vmiablc atmosplipi*c and in uurcle 
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vated Bituation. It 14 only in marshy countries and'"undcr<a*more 
southern sun, that general hepatic derangement entwines itself to any 
extent with the prevailing diseases, as in the more southern and lnw-‘ 
lying sections of the United States or the peninsula of India. 

Here we should have post mortem examinations to appeal to, but 
our medical industry presents us only with meagre dajta in this re-- 
spect. Had this method of investigation been resortetf to, it is mat¬ 
ter of impossibility that we could long have laboured under this bili¬ 
ary delusion. The prepossessions of the people may be pleaded in ex-' 
tenuation, but this affords only a slender cover; the minds of the 
people here, as well as in the sea-board cities, rrfight and w/»u1d be 
entirely under the guidance of their medical attendants in this re¬ 
spect, were they to set the importance of it in every ease plainly be¬ 
fore them. 

We shall now consider the propriety of using mercury in these 
diseases. 

From the well-known effects of mercury on the human constitution,^ 
it evidently behooves thie judicious practitioner to weigh weU the pro¬ 
priety of having recourse to so powerful an agent. Previous to its ad¬ 
ministration, it should be ascertained that it is not only applicable, 
but absolutely necessary for the particular case of disease; nothing 
short of tills can justify its use in a single instance. That there are 
cases of disease in Western Pennsylvania demanding the exhibition 
of this mineral, I am well aware from experience, but that it is neces¬ 
sary, or even applicable to the general mass of summer or autumnal 
complaints incident to the country, and as modified by the climate, 
is neither warranted by facts or just induction; as a proof of this, 
it is only necessary to refer to a list of those diseases witlt- their 
remote and proximate effects on the constitution. And first, of cho¬ 
lera infantum, (the cholera of adults is but of rare occurrence,) dis¬ 
section, it is true, proves an accumulation of Lvie in the stomach ami 
diKidenum, relaxation and distention of the biliary ducts; but this is 
only the effect, not the cause, of the disease. Vomiting and purging 
constitutes the characteristic symptoms of the complaint, from wliicli 
we may infer a high degree of irritability of the stomach and bowels, 
occasioueil for the most part by increased atmospherical temperature. 
Can the accumulation of bile in the stomach or duodenum, or tlic 
increased irritabiiity of the stomach and bnwois indicate th\ vse of 
mercury? Most assuredly not The use of this mineral would not 


* See Hunter, Swediaur, Pearson, &c. 
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only increase the accumulation of bile, but^ the irritability also. 
Hence, instead of being beneficial, it would accumulate all the evil 
Topsc^uences of the disease. 

Pfi^t mortem examination in cases of dysentery exhibit increased 
Oscular action of the peritoneum and intestinal canal. Can this 
indicate the use of mercury? We know tliat it is a powerful sti¬ 
mulant, and would be more likely to increase than allay the morbid 
action. 1 am well aware of tlic partiality lor tlie use of the submur. 

^Iiydr.; it is supposed that we are in possession of nothing else that 
will procure sufficient alviiic evacuations, but scruple doses of calo¬ 
mel; n( 4 practicc edn be more egregiously wrong. It is an axiom in 
the treatment of ententis, that the mildest laxatives should alone be 
used; this holds equally true jjii Ihc dysentery of Western Pennsyl¬ 
vania. Lbt the inflammatory action first be i educed by tlie use of 
the lancet, warm fomentations, diaphoretics, blisters, anodyne and 
emollient enemas, with rest and abstinence, and the mildest aperients 
will be sulficicnt for evacuating the bowels. What benefit any ju¬ 
dicious pathologist can expect from the use,of mercury in phthisis 
pulmonalis, in such a climate as tills, it must be difficult to conceive; 
a medicine that is avowedly a stimulant, increases the action of the 
heart and arteries, induces febrile excitement, rendering the system 
more initable, and consequently leaving the emaciated frame less 
able to withstand atmospherical vicissitudes, which is one of the great 
exciting causes of the disease. In our fevers, it is equally uncalled 
for; and if pushed, the length of uftccting the salivary glands, per¬ 
nicious. Indeed^ its beneficial cfiecls in the fevers of tropical cli¬ 
mates, where tlie liver is one of the princijial scats of the disease, lias 
been of much injury to us. Practitioners reasoning from the slight 
degree of analogy existing between our summer seasons and that of 
inter tropical climates, liuvc been led to suppose that hepatic derange¬ 
ment formed a characteristic feature of our fevers also. But lliis opi¬ 
nion only rests on false induction in tlic absence of post mortem eka- 
nation. With us, it is the brain, nervous system, stomach, and 
duodenum, which ai'e the strong holds of tlic disease, the liver being 
healthy. It is a common practice among the people, and sanctioned 
by our practice, to have recourse to calomel, and that in large doses, 
in almost every simple obstniction of the bowels in the summer and 
autuniQ. . This is a fertile source of evil in a climate so variable as 
this, and under which the most adamantine constitufion must ulti¬ 
mately fall. In cases of persons confined to sedentary employments, 
a costive state of the bowels during the heat of summer and au 
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tumn is very prevalent, particularly among females; and best 
practice is to obviate this tendency by keeping up a gentle and con¬ 
tinued action of the intestinal canal with the mildest aperients^ anif 
a proper attention to regimen. The system is debilitated and render¬ 
ed irritable by the increased atmospherical temperature to which it is 
exposed, and the sure way to render it still more irritfible and debili¬ 
tated is to enter on a course of scruple doses of the subinuriatis liy- 
drargyri. The great mass of empirical nostrums vended in the shops 
under the appellation of anti-bilious pills, &c, &c. arc highly objection-^ 
able on this account, as they all owe their active (jualitics to the quan¬ 
tity of calomel they contain. Anti-bilious seems to be the watdi-word 
under wliich tliosc deletciious nostrums are daily foisted or. society; 
the people imagine that must of their complaints arise from biliary 
derangement; hence a pi*cscriplion that professes to be anti-bilious or 
an enemy to the bile, is a sovereign rcmoily for all their ills. While 
on this part of our subject, I would beg leave to allude to an article 
in the first number of this journal, by Dr. Jacksox, containing 
some very just and well-merited strictures on the practice of physii; 
as applied to England, so far as having recourse to powerful pharma¬ 
ceutical agents, is concerned in slight cases of indis])osiUon, and ol 
that combination of the trade in drugs, witli the duties of the pliysi- 
cian. Tlicsc observations apjdy witli peculiar force to the practice 
of medicine as conducted in Western Dennsylvania. 

I most heartily concur witli this intelligent practitioner, that a 
complaint trivial in itself, may very readily be converted into one of 
more serious magnitude by Ibis over-pharniaccutical practice, and by 
none more readily than the calomelizing plan. The patient, sujiplied 
with a dozen calomel pills, or half a dozen calomel powders, by his 
physician not being conscious of any thing very serious being connect^ 
cd with his case, pursues his usual avocations, and through inad¬ 
vertency falls into some slight exposure,^whi!n the remedy becomes 
inHnitely worse than the disease. It is true, tlic practitioner caution¬ 
ed him perhaps to be aware of iliis, but why use a remedy fraught 
with such hazard in rases where it is not imperiously demanded, in a 
country where tlic generality of its diseases do not require it, and in 
a climate highly unfavourable to its use. In the case of delicate fe¬ 
males, it is peculiarly destructive from tlieir natural irritability ol 
fibre, rendered still more so by their scdeiilaiy life, the !lu:b’'^s and 
modes imposed by the siructure of tluit society to wliich they must 
conform, with the cares and duties incident to tlieir ses. All con 
spire to render them easy and almost certain victims to mercurial 
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'.action?^ • Only witness the effects of tliis ininenA in the more robusti 
and judge of its ravages in the more tender. In our being full and 
Ibsty, {he gait light and elastit, the muscular action firm, the coun¬ 
tenance clear if not ruddy, the gums sound, the teeth unimpaired, 
and the mind strong. Only witness tlie contrast after having been 
calomelized fcr^ a season or two, in compliance with our biliary hy¬ 
pothesis. 

The air languid, the musculai' action paralized, the limbs feeble, 
nic Land tremulous, tlic countenance sallow, the gums 9i>ongy, the 
teeth gone, the breath fetid, the appetite impaired, the organ of diges- 
tion injuired, the constitution ten, or perhaps twenty years in advance 
of the natural age of the individual, the mind, that greatest ornament 
of feminine excellence, a wre^k* with tlic entire frame like a living 
barometer,*affccted by every change of weather. Such is an outline 
of the evils entailed on society by our predilection for the use of 
mercury. 


Art. VI. On Paniria Ei'ratica^ or Uroplania, By Salmon Augus¬ 
tus Arnold, M. D. of Providence, Rhode Island. 

^ HK disca$^ of erratic urine, though it has seldom been admitted 
into nosological arrangement, was accurately described as early as 
the sixteenth century. It is termed by most authors uroplania, from 
the Greek ov^ot vXetyyimi erraticus. Dr. Good has given it a place 
in his nosology, (class eccritica,) under the title of jmruiia erratica. 
It somclimes exists at birth, from an imperforate meatus urinanus, 
but the common cause is ischuria, from disease or derangement in 
the urinary organs; hence it is more frequent in females than males. 
The stomach .and skin are the most common outlets, and it is also 
frequently discharged from the ear, breast, and umbilicus, and from 
almost every part of the system, even from tlie eye. 

The history of this disease is enriched with many important and 
interesting cases. I shall only refer to some of them as briefly as 
possible. My intention in examining this remarkable phenomenon of 
nature is to show that the erratic urine in its passage to the foreign 
outlets"ft*om which it issues, is conveyed through the medium of the 
general circulation. 

The earliest case on record is related by Fklix Pla'j erus, of a fe¬ 
male, who, being afflicted with a suppression of urine, a copious dis¬ 
charge came on from the right ear. 

No. V,—Nov. 1828. ff>] 
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Albertini relates*a case of one, who, instead of saUva,«.s^at up.- 
pure, urine, as was proved by colour, taste, and smell. 

Maroellus Donatus relates a case of a female who discharged 
from the region of the stomach a fluid resembling urine. *" 

Professor Winzer has recorded a case of a patient who discliarged 
urine from the breast. 

Dr. Senter* of R. I. recorded a case of a female in the Transac¬ 
tions of the College of Physicians in Philadelphia, who discharged 
urine from her stomach, skin, and navel. ^ 

Dr* Yeates published a case in the London M^lical and Physical 
Journal of a female, who being afflicted wdth a suppression (pf urine, 
discharged it from the stomach by vomiting, for several years, when 
she recovered her health by the function of urinary excretion being 
restored. 

The most remarkable case of which I have any knowledge, occur¬ 
red in my own practice; it may be found in the first number of tliis 
journal. « 

Cases of urine being dischargetl from the skin,t may be found in 
the writings of Darwin, Sauvaoe, Vanuermonde, VAhLisNEiii,:! 
Malpighi, Bartholin, and Morgagni. 

Cases of urine being discharged from Ihc stomach may be found 
recorded by Vander-Wiel, IIorstius, Morgagni, Haller, Val- 
LiSNERi, and Dawson§. 

Cases of urine being discharged from the internal surfaces of the 
mouth, fauces, &c. are mentioned by Hebeuden, Natali, Aluer- 
TiNi, Cammerarius, WarKeii, and Home. 

Cases of urine being diacliargcd from the intestinal canal are re¬ 
lated by Baglivi, Peclin, Rhodius, IIildanus, Heavisile,|J and 
others. 

Many oilier cases may be found in the writings of Cheyne, Portal, 
Boerhaave, Haller, Hoadley, La Mcm E; in Journal dc Medicine, 
Aretjeus, Leoticii, Stalpoart, La Frank’s Chirurgia?, Bo^et’s 
Sepulchretum, Duverney, Hoffman, Marchett, Schenk’s Obser¬ 
vations, WooDWARn’s Cases of Ischuria, Benevenius, Rolfinoh, 
Hilsehear,^ Hilpanus, and in many others. 

Three different hypotliesls liavc been offered to explain these phe¬ 
nomena. « 

The first supposes a retrograde action of the absorbcAt^. The 
second a vicarious secretion of the glandular system, or of the cx- 

• See American JournaJ, Vol. I. p. 245. f Phil. Trans. 

toper. III. ^ Philosophical Transactions. 

H See Howship on the Urinary Organs. 1 Uber HI. p. 518. 
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^ trem^ vessels of the parts. The third, an abs(ftption by l^e lympha¬ 
tics the bladder. 

* The'first hypothesis, that of a retrograde action of the absorbents, 
«.was 'first conceived by that acute and ingenious physiologist, Mr. 
Charges Darwin, and published in 1778, in a prize dissertation. This 
theory was suggested to him from some facts which took place in pa- 
rum mellitus or diabetes. He depended chiefly for the support of this 
o])inion upon analogy and experiments upon tlie dead subject. 1 
hliall only notice one or two important objections to this hypothesis, 
for it is not considered necessary to examine minutely his course of 
reasoning or expei^inents. A slight examination of the anatomical 
structurc^of this system of vessels will overthrow the doctrine of re¬ 
trograde action. This systeu^of vessels exists in every part of the 
body; the/arc smaller, more numerous, and anastomize much more 
frc(|uently than any other set of vessels. Wherever they exist they 
arc peculiarly distinguished by their very numerous set of valves 
Avith which they arc enriched, far more than any other set of vessels. 

** These l 3 rinphatic valves,’* says Cniikshank, *‘are composed of a semilunar 
membrane, or ratlicr of a parabolic shape attached to the inside of the lympha¬ 
tic vessels by its circular edge, having its straight edge corresponding to the 
diameter, loose and floating in the cavity; in consequence of this contrivance, 
fluids passing in one direction, make the valve lie dose to the side of tite ves¬ 
sels, and leave the passage free; but in attempting to pass in tlie opposite di> 
rection, raise tlic valve from tlie side of the vessel, and push its loose edge to¬ 
wards the centre of the cavity, preventing entirely tlie retrograde circulation. 
These valves are disposed in pairs, exactly opposite to each otlier, by which 
means the whole cavity is accurately closed.” * 

I’hcse valves vary in proximity, though the intervals are often 
equal, Measuring an eighth or sixteenth of an inch, so that it is.im- 
possiblc fur any fluid tu pass in a retrograde direction, unless the 
power of these valves arc destroyed. 

Darwin attempted to expliiin away this anatomical structure;, 
wliiclvis so fatal to his doctrine, by supposing an excited action of 
these^essels, or a paralysis of their valves; but an excited action 
would make them act more powerfully, and to suppose that these 
valves which form so large a part of these vessels to be paralized, 
Avithout destroying the powers of the whole system of the absorbent 
vessels, is an absurdity. * 

'rhcrjfft no analogy in the system which supports this hypothesis; 
no A'esscls which circulate their fluids in a retrograde direction. Dar- 
Avin endeavoured to institute an analogy with the inverted action of 
the peristaltic motion of the intestines, but there docs not appear to 
be the least resemblance. 



44 Arnold on Paruria E^atica. 

His experiments pi'ove nothings for in the dead animal Inody the^ 
valvea of the lymphatic vessels lose all their elasticity and power of 
resistance, and transmit fluids in every direction, as is proved* by the 
experiments of Meckei/ and Cruikshank.I ' 

The fact of some substances passing from the stomach to the,blad¬ 
der so rapidly that it was supposed impossible for the^ to take the 
course of the circulation, gave this theory for a time a shadow of 
support But the experiments of Sir Everabo Home and Dr- HaleJ 
explain this fact, without supposing a retrograde action of the absoi^ 
bents, or a direct communication betwccii the stoyiach and bladder; 
they prove that “ fluids taken into the stomach, instead of gping the 
circuitous route of the intestines and lacteal s, are absorbed directly 
into the blood-vessels. The time fecnisitc, therefore, as far as tlie 
circulation is concerned, for fluids to pass from the stomach to the 
kidnies is not more than from two to three and a half minutes.” Dr, 
Good quoting Dr. Wollaston, says— 

•‘With respect to Darwin*s conception of the retrograde action of the ab¬ 
sorbents, it is BO strongly opposed by the known structure of that system 
of vessels, that few I believe will admit it to be in the least degree probable;** 
and adds, “ in truth, how much soever it may be caught up hastily by men of 
warm imaginations, or those wlio are fond of novelty, the soberer physiologist.s 
have never been made converts to it.’* 

Thus it appears that this ingenious hypothesis of retrograde action 
of the absorbents, once so popular, and so long supportefi by the ta¬ 
lents of the learned and fanciful Darwin, canmjt be substantiated 
either by anatomical structure of the vessels, by analogy or experi 
merits. 

The second hypothesis which has been advanced to explain the 
phenomena of erratic urine, appears to me to be so opposed to every 
known law of the animal economy, that I should scarcely have sup- 
(msed it deserving of much attention, nad it not been support¬ 
ed by some respectable authors, and lately advocated in an ingenious 
dissertation published in the New England Journal, wliich obtained 
the Boylston Medical Society’s prize. This supposes that the urine 
is secreted by the extreme vessels of the parts. 

An ar^ment is offered in support of this doctrine, founded on 
analogy; it has been noticed that son.e of the secretion of the glandu¬ 
lar system are changed by disease, “ as the secretion of J.'*' alimen- 

• Nova Experimenta ct Observations, &c. 8vo. 

f Edin. Med. Comm. I, p.430, 

t See Experiments and Observations on the communication between the sto¬ 
mach and urinary organs. New England Journal, for 1822, Vol. H. p. 165. 
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tary eanal in dysentery and diarrhoea, the salifa in hydrophobia, aUo 
the variety of changes which take place in the uteiiis from the ap¬ 
pearance to tlie disappearance of the catamenial discharge, and from 
the dme of conception to the termination of pregnancy. The analogy 
has also been traced to vegetable life, “ as when a plant or flower is 
injured by thirsting of an insect, or any other cause which produces an 
excrescence, as is frequently observed in trees and vegetables;” and 
hence, it has been concluded, that if these secretions can be so changed, 
vthey may take on any other action, as easily, and secrete urine. 
The autlior docs jiot appear to have perceived any difference between 
one glajjid assuming the healthy functions of another, and its natural 
secretion becoming diseased. 

It is true, that tlie sccretio|jis*in every part of the system are fre¬ 
quently changed by disease; but it is not time, that the powers of any 
gland were ever so changed as to assume the healthy functions of an¬ 
other. Is there a case on record where a set of vessels formed to 
elaborate a particular secretion, have hail^hcir function so changed as 
to be able to elaborate another, entirely different; did the breast 
ever secrete wax, or the car milk; did the eye ever secrete gall, or 
the liver llie tears? Where then is the resemblance, where the ana 
for tlie eye, car, or breast secreting urine? 

The second argument in support of a vicarious secretion of the ex¬ 
treme vessels, is drawn from the diseases of the urinary organs; it 
has been noticed by Hailey, Bichat, Morgagni, and others, that 
when the kidnics arc so diseased, that nothing but a cyst or sac re¬ 
mains, still they retain their powers of -secreting urine; and hence, 
it has been said, that as these bodies are so changed by disease, 
that they tio not resemble the kidnics either in structure or form, 
that any gland in tlie system might as easily secrete tlie ftriiie 
as these mere cysts or sacs. This is a most unfortunate argurncnl, 
for it proves precisely upposite of that which was intended—^that 
the kidnics are seldom so diseased but they retain their functiorf of 
secretion—that, when their form and stnicture are so changed as to 
resemble a mere cyst or sac, still they retain the power of elaborating 
the urine; and ultliough so much diseased, yet no other set of vessels 
take on a vicarious action. 

If it could be shown, whcivilicsc organs were so changed in their 
form tgjrf. structure by disease, as to resemble a mere sac, that they 
were deprived of the function of elaborating the urine, and that some 
other system of vessels had, apparently, taken on a vicarious secretion, 
it would be a strong argument in favour of this hypothesis; but all 
•the facts upon this subject prove exactly the reverse of this doctrine. 
In uroplania it is well known that the kidnics are generally in a per- 
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fectly healthy state, sMd pcrfom the function of secretion. « These 
two arguments arc all that have been advanced prove this very 
fanciful and novel doctrine of the secretion of erratic urine by the ex¬ 
treme vessels. 

The first from analogy docs not afford it the least colouring o( sup- 
poi t, and the last entirely overthrows the hypothesis. ^ 

A very forcible objection to this doctrine is the im^rtance of the 
extreme vessels, nearly all the changes in the system are performed 
by these'Vessels—by them all tlie secretions are elaborated—^by them* 
the breast is supplied with milk, the eye with teacs, the liver with 
bile, the kidney with urine—-by them every surface is lubricated. If 
these vessels should take on a vicarious secretion of urine, lall their 
other functions of secretion must be interrupted or suspended; now 
we know that either the interruption or suspension of a siifglc secre¬ 
tion produces great disturbance in the system, and is it not absurd to 
suppose that life could be supported under these circumstances? 

Another objection to this theory is, that in cases of uroplania, urine 
is almost always found in the bladder; this was generally the case in 
the patient who came under my care; here the urine was discharged 
in large quantities, from the left eye, the cars, nose, stomach, breast, 
and navel: if tliesc were a vicarious secretion of the glands, or of the 
extreme vessels of the parts, why was it secreted by the kidnies—and 
if secreted by the kidnies, where was the necessity of the glands, or 
the extreme vessels of the foreign outlets, taking on a vicarious se¬ 
cretion? Is not this single fact alone sufficient to overthrow beyond 
any doubt this hy])othcsis? 

In the case above alluded to, it was noticed, that when the urine 
was drawn off frequently from the bladder, it was diminished at all 
the other outlets; this shows that the kidnies were the source from 
which these discliargcs proceeded. If the urine which was daily ex¬ 
creted at these various outlets, was a seciduvMi of the extreme vessels 
ofihe parts, why should the excretion from the bladder increase or 
diminish the discharge from these outlets. 

In the same case it was also noticed that tlic urine from the blad¬ 
der, and all the other outlets, frequently became black; now this 
rhangingpf colour affords a most convincing proof of the identity of tl»e 
fluids dischargcii. If they were secreted by the extreme vessels, or 
glands of the parts, how could the colour so simultan^a'isly be 
changed—for one gland in tlic system may be diseased, so that the 
function of secretion is entirely interrupted, while others are not in 
the least affected. Other objections might be offered, but it is un¬ 
necessary. o 

Having shown that the phenomena of erratic urine cannot be ex- 
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y* plamed i)y the two preceding hypothesis, 1 pnft^eed to examine the 
'third, which supposes it to find its way to the foreign outlet by the 
mediuifi of the general circulation; the lymphatics of tlie bladder arc 
.supposed to absorb the urine, and carry it into the circulation, from 
whicl\ it is separated by the extreme vessels of the parts. 

• This doctrinJI^ so simple and plain, has never advanced beyond the 
.rank of an hypothesis. In 1823, when I instituted a course of expe¬ 
riments to prove that the urine found its way to tl\e foreign outlets 

• tiirough the general circulation, I supposed, that this theory was en¬ 
tirely new, but u^n investigation, I find that several autiiors have 
advocate, or ratlicF liinted, this doctrine. Dr. Good, in his Study 
oi' Medicuic, writes w'itli much caution upon this subject, he says, 
“ in most instances it is not* a*vi^arious discharge, or in other words, 
a secretioif of a different kind, compensating for a destitution of 
urine, but an urinous fluid apparently absorbed after its secretion 
by the kidnies; and conveyed to tlie outlets, from which it issues by 
a path, or under a protection that has hitlntjrto never been explained. ” 

The first objection to our hypothesis is, tliat the urine is an cxcrc- 
mentitious secretion, wherefore it is thought that it would produce 
very serious consequences if retained in the system. But this, in iny 
mind, does not form a strong objection, for tlie disturbance in tlie sys¬ 
tem will depend altogether upon its peculiar stimulating qualities, 
and not upon this principle. The bile is a recrenientitiuus fluid se¬ 
creted for important uses; but, the simple fact of its being rccrcmen- 
titious and not cxcrcmcntitlons, will not make it the less harmless, 
wlien admitted into the circulation. 

C:istor oil, an extraneous substance, does not produce so much ii- 
ritationin the system, when injected into the veins, as some of the 
secretions of the system; hence, its being cxcrcmeutltiuus is no ob¬ 
jection. But it is doubted “ if the urine is a purely excrementitious 
secretion, if so, it is thcTORly one in the system, all the others an¬ 
swer §pme useful purposes after their secretion, tlie tears lubricati' 
tlie eye-balls, the synova facilitates the motions of tlie joints, the sa¬ 
liva promotes digestion-—and it is difficult to suppose tliat the secre¬ 
tion of the kidnies should form an exception to the general law of the 
animal economy; hence, a strong analogy justifies the opinion, tliat 
the urinet is not purely cxcreincntitious.’’ 

* See Good's Study of Medicine. In his Nosology, page 351, of erratic urine, 
he says, ** of tlie manner of which conveyance, we arc as ignorant as the mode 
by which various substances tiavel from tlie stomach to the kidnies, apjiarcntiy 
without passing through the general course of the circulation of Uic blood." 

Paris’s Pharmacologia. 
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The second objectfbn lo our hypotliesls is, that it will not ^plain 
those cases of uroplania where the urine is not found in the bladder,^ 
or where the kidnies are wanting. The urine may be secretccL and 
carried into the circulation by the absorbents of the kidnies ana ure-^ 
ters, without being depositetl in the bladder $ for tlie absorbe;it5 of 
these organs are as active as those of the bladder. IV^tny cases of tliis 
kind are on record, I shall hereafter notice particularly a case from 
Bailey’s Morbid Anatomy, and also one from Beddingfield’s works. ^ 
The kidnies are seldom so diseased but they perform the function of 
secretion. Bichat says, ‘‘that cysts and hydatida arc developed in 
them without deranging tliis function,” hence find no difiiculty 
in believing, tliat in these cases where the urine is not fomid in. the 
bladder, that it is absorbed and carried into the circulation by Uie 
lymphatics of the kidnies. In those persons where the kidnies arc 
wanting, a case of erratic urine cannot exist, the urine could not be 
separated from the blood. 

The third objection oftVrcd to our hypothesis, is the great derange¬ 
ment “ which uniformly results from a suppressed secretion or a des¬ 
titution of urine.” That this is the effect of its being carried into the 
general circulation, is well known; but it is no argument against the 
fact; in the case which came under my care, the disturbance and 
irritation in the system was so great, that it was not supposed that the 
patient could survive from day to day; but when the discharges be¬ 
came well established at the foreign outlets, the disturbance in tlie 
system was much relieved. Could any person believe that tliis irrita¬ 
tion and disturbance was‘owing to the changes going on in the ex¬ 
treme vessels of the foreign outlets, that tlicy were taking on a ne^v 
secretory action; if so, the irritation would liave been local; it would 
have been confined to tlie eye, car, navel, and other outlets; but in 
these there were no local irritation that would justify this opinion. 

The fourth objection is from Darwiir; *Tld asks, how it is possible, 
if the urine passes through the circulation, tliat it should be so hastily 
collected together in one place? This, in the days of Darwin, might 
have been more difiicult of solution than it is now, for the experi¬ 
ments of Sir Everard Home and Ur. Hale, fhlly answer tliis objec¬ 
tion. 

The fifth objection is, that this hypothesis “ismost decidedly re¬ 
futed by experiments;” it is said that so mild a substanceacas castor 
oil, when injected into (he veins, produces great irritation; “that 
venous blood, which is more nearly allied to arterial blood than any 
other substance, frequently causes death, and thdt urine is one of 
those substances which always produces death,” But these experi 
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,nieiitsj:annot be relied upon, for we know that ^enous blood is fre- 
.quently admitted into the circulation unchanged, without much injury 
to the system, as in cases wiiere the foramen ovale remains opeh af- 
j ter btfth, and that urine lias been injected into the veins without pro¬ 
ducing death. Bichat* says, that the secreted fluids ran re-enter the 
systcift without causing deatli. Morgagni says, tliat bile may be in¬ 
jected slowly irfto the veins without injury. Bichat injected Inle, 
mucus, saliva, and urine into the jugular \eins of dogs; it gave 
, to weai incss and loss of ajipetite, yet tlieir health and vigour wasg^- 
dually restored. ” Tartrite of antimony has also been injected into the 
veins without injufy«t But even admitting that the mildest fluid could 
not be injected into the blood-vessels without producing immediate 
death, ye? this fact would aft'ord no foundation of argument against 
our hypothttsis, for the manne/in which the urine is earned into the 
circulation is so different; tlie lymphatics of the bladder absorb the 
fluid so slowly that the system becomes gradually accustomed td'fliis 
irritation; but, when injected into the veins, the impression is made 
so suddenly, tliat we might easily suppose *lHat the one would pro- 
iluce far greater irritation than the other. BesKbs, ^hen a substance 
is injected into the veins a volume of blood is displaced equal to die 
substance injected, and the vessels are subjected to an entirely new 
irritation. 

Having nnswered all the objections, 1 now proceed to the argu¬ 
ments upon \¥4iich I rest file truUi of this hypothesis. It is the most 
simple of the explanations of these phenomena, and nature, in all 
her operations, generally selects the most^simple means to effect her 
purposes; this sujiposes no new changes in the system, no new action 
is impose<l upon the absorbent system of vessels, no new poweiv of 
secretion are required of the extreme vessels. • 

A strong analogy also justifles our conclusion; bile is taken up by 
the absorbents and caiTi^il^iito every part of the body; it is found in 
the brain, adnata, conjunctiva, and is poured from the extreme ves¬ 
sels tlfroughuut the whole system, so also are the other secretions. 

Tliat the lymphatics of tlie bladder do possess the power of absttti|^ 
its contents and returning It into the circulation is beyond a doubt.^'Dr. 
Gregory says, that the suppressed urine is again taken up into the 
blond, and is poured out over the whole body, and is sometimes sf- 

* See lAs Anatomy. * 

f Dr. Meplain of Donjon, injected four grains of tartrite of antimony into the 
veins of a young woinan for the purpose of “ dislodging lumbrici from the oeso¬ 
phagus; in twenty minutes vomiting came on, ten lumbrici were brought away, 
she soon recovered.”—Sec London Med, Ckir. 

No. V.^-Nov. 18-38. fr] 
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fused upon the brain^itself. Mr. Cniikshank says, in his worlwoti the, 
absorbents, there is another fluid which the lymphatics tak& up on^ 
particular occasions and carry into the blood, 1 mean the urine. •! 
am perfectly confident of this,” he says, “ in attending to whtft ‘has 
happened in my own person. ” 

Dr. Bailey in his Morbid Anatomy, notices an enlarged kidney, which 
was so much diseased and deranged in its structure, tfiat it would have 
impoasiblafor it to have contained all the urine that was secreted, 
a|^ cons^uently the absorbents of this viscus must liave been en^- 
pld^d paHly in removing the diseased portions in order to make more 
room {or the urine, and partly in taking up and conveying at'^ay this 
after it was secreted. Beddingfield also notices this absorp¬ 
tion « 

i^ected,” says he, “rather more than a pint of warm milk shd water Into 
tb]9^j>la&er of a patient who had been sufieringfrom an ulceration of the inner 
moflriiraAO of that reservoir. The fluid after a minute occasioned uneasiness, 
the padent imputed entirely to over-distention. This unpleasantfceliiig 
gtmdui^y subsided, and tX thb expiration of half an hour, he said that he was 
csjtCiin tiiat the bladder isaa empty. Upon desiring him to let any fluid pass 
that unseat be in the bladder, he passed through the catiieter about two ounces 
of highly fdrtid pus mixed with a veiy small quantity of milk and water. The re¬ 
moval of the injected fluid could only have been performed by the absorbents. 
Of this I feel persuaded,'^ says he, ‘*that a much larger quantity of fluid is de¬ 
posited in the bladder than is expelled from it.*’ He also observes, **Ihavethc 
kidney and ureter of a patient who died of plithisis; tlie kicLicy is free from 
disease, and the ureter is distended with urine to three times its natural size; 
the urine is prevented from escaping by an impervious structure of the ureter. 
The patient from whom it waft taken was never known to be labouring under 
any^j^aeases or derangements of the urinary organs. Had not the absorlients pos- 
sesMfhe power ofremoring the urine from the ureter as it was secreted from 
the kidneys, the tube must have been ruptured from its excessive accumula- 

tion«^ 

$ 

many substances do enter the-M iulation unchanged, is a 
veil e|0^i6hed fact in pathology. Dr. Paris, in his Pharmaqologia, 
that it is a fact which admits of chemical demonstration, 
pertain bodies, as the alkaline salts, essential oils, mercury, 
Icidar bitter principles, colouring matter, &c. are capable of 
the assimilating functions and entering unchanged the circu- 
lunlg currents.” , 

It is also observe^ by Cruikshank, that not only the miW-.but even 
the most acrid substances, as tlie oil of turpentine, caiitliarides, and 
others ntay enter the cii culation unchanged. 

If then no objection can be c^ered to our hypothesis which cannot 
be easily reconciled^ if is the most simple explanation of this phe- 
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* nomciff^n, and can be explained without requinng any new changes 
in the system; if it is supported by the strongest analogy; if the lym- 
phatks of the bladder have the power of absorbing not only the urine, 
but also other substances more acrid than the urine, and returning 
them unchanged into the circulating current; and if tliese Bubstuicea 
can be containe^l in the general circulation without predating much 
derangement in the system, where is the difficulty in accountingIfor 
the phenomena of erratic urine by supposing that it finds its 
tile foreign outlets, from which it is dischaiged by the medium of w 
circulation. Darwin’s conception of the retrogi:^e action of the uh- 
sorbentsiis complet^y overthrown by the anatomical structure of this 
system ofi vessels; and a supposition of a vicarious secretion in the 
extreme vessels, is opposed by«aA the known laws of the anin[^ Cco-* 
nomy; hence the truUi of our hypothesis is reduced to a dehaonttratibn. 

But unwilling to trust alone to hypothesis, and to remove 
doubt, I resolved to test its truth by actual experiments. The idea 
naturally occurred, that if this theory be tsue, the urine mightdm de¬ 
tected in the blood. Accordingly I institutedHthe following experi¬ 
ments on the patient wliose case is related in the first number of this 
journal. In the summer of 1825, 1 drew off sixteen ounces ^ blood, 
the scrum soon separated which was found to have the colour, taste, 
and smell of urine, and when projected on a heated shovel, gave out 
that odour so^ peculiar to ttiis secretion, indicatii^ the presence of 
urea. 

In the summer of 1824, for the gratification of some of my medi¬ 
cal friends, 1 was induced to repeat my experiments, and fiuiher to 
test their accuracy by chemical analysis. I drew off sixteen oopces 
of bloody the odour, taste, and smell, were as before; the serum when 
projected on a heated shovel, gave out very cojnously the same pec^pliar 
odour. The scrum was gradually heated until itcoagulated; about two 
ounces of a high-coloured'^fd was separated, having in a high degree 
all the distinguishing properties of urine; this was evapoiwM to the 
consistence of a syrup, rc-dissolved in alcohol, and again evapmrgt^; 
nitric acid was then added, upon which a number of seining cS^jllhlls 
in the form of plates were precipitated, forming the nitrate of urea. * 

These experiments being so conclusive, the subject became mpre 
and more interesting, and I therefore instituted another set of expe¬ 
riments.-* 

On the 9th of December, 1824, at eight o’clock, P. M. I injected 

• The two first experiments have been repeated with the same results by 
Thomas W. Webb, M. T). * 
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into the bladder four ounces of a saturated solution of nitre. * Tliis ' 
was 'injerted slowly, carefully watching the effect, for I had deter¬ 
mined, if it produced much pain, or any disagreeable, aymptoij^s; to 
abandon my experiments. It produced considerable pain for a few 
minutes, and a disposition to pass the urine from the navel. In fif¬ 
teen minutes after the nitre was injected, about a piat of urine was 
discharged from the navcl^ this produced an unusual degree of pain, 
and a sensation of burning; the nitre could not be detected in this 
discharge. At ten o’clock, about two hours after the injection, eight 
ounces strongly impregnated with the nitre was ^i^c^barged from the 
navel; the nitre was found to be contained in the discharges by ana¬ 
lysis. I evaporated six ounces, ^nd | obtained two drachms and 
eighteen grains of nitre in regular crystals. ^ 

On the succeeding day at twelve o’clock, 10th inst, I injected four 
ounces more of the saturated solution of nitre; this did not produce 
as much uneasiness as the first. At eleven o’clock the same evening, 
10th inst. I drew off fronvthe arm sixteen ounces of blood; tlic serum 
was allowed to separate; the nitre was distinctly perceived in the sc¬ 
rum by taste; a paper being'wet in it several times, on burning defla¬ 
grated brilliantly. I evaporated four ounces of the serum, and it pro¬ 
duced one drachm and nine grains of nitre in regular crystals. The 
discharges from the ears and breast were also impregnated with the 
nitre, but not in so large proportion as the blood. 

At five o’clock on the evening of the 11 tli inst. twenty-nine hours 
after the last four ounces of the solution of nitre was injected, twelve 
ounces of urine was discharged from the navel, more strongly im¬ 
pregnated with the nitre than any former discharge; in passing off* an 
unusual degree of pain was produced.*! evaporated eight ourfees, and 
obtained five drachms and three grains of nitre in large and regular 
crystals, much larger than tliosc obtained from the blood. 

, These experiments form the most con^cfusivc and convincing evi¬ 
dence of the truth of our hypothesis there can be no doubt—f.)r the 
urine is actually found in the blood, and its pathway to the foreign 
outlets is distin<'t1y traced. 








Drake 071 Bmpirafion of Cold JUr. 


53 


VII. On iht Bespitation of Cold Bit in Pulmonary. Diseants. 
^ Drake, M. D. of New York. Communicated in a letter to 

Dr. Chapman. 


Since writing^the letter to Dr. Smith, which was published in the 
third*numbcr of the American Journal of the Medical Sciences, I 
have extended the trial of tlic respiration of cool air to a considerable 
mumber of additional cases, and have obtmned effects, if not as con¬ 
stantly beneficial a^I couhl have wished, at least sufficiently so to in¬ 
spire me avith confuldhcc of its value in some of the forms of pulmo¬ 
nic disease The greater part of my cases were chronic catarrhs of 
long standing. Of these, a pa^ had been preceded^by haemoptisis, 
a part preseftted indications of slight and irregular hectic, with more 
or less expcctorationj and in one, pectoriloquy was distinctly heard 
in the right lung; but none of them ordinarily exhibited much inflam¬ 
matory excitement, bfeyond some preternatjiral frequency of pulse, 
with slight pain or sense of soreness in the chest. In all these cases 
the cool air was uniformly serviceable, provided the patient did not 
labour too much in the respiratory effort, or persevere too long in a 
mode of respiration which, notwithstanding every precaution, is arti¬ 
ficial, and consequently more or less stimulating, from - the undue 
muscular exertiqp. On this account 1 am fearful that, the remedy 
will not be found suited to such cases as are attended with much fe¬ 
brile excitement, unless we could contrive a means of causing the 
patient to take in and expel the air as he respires it naturally, with¬ 
out attending to the function. In two cases where the pulse was 120 
and upwards, with considerable derangement of the respiratory func¬ 
tion, 1 found the remedy fatigued the patients, and a^;ravated some jt>f 
their symptoms, (although in one it certainly relieved the cough,) 

I was obliged to desist frfc./ite further use. Others have failed to de¬ 
rive asjnuch benefit from the remedy as they otherwise wq^ hav^ 
done by persisting in its use too long, and repeating it too fre^ently, 
especially during the first few days. In general, an houild.|^lica- 
tion, repeated thi'ice in the twenty-four hours, I believe will 
preferable to the hazard of enduring fatigue by a more prolongfiil |e- 
spii-ation; and perhaps it is better for the first day or two to Hihit 
each trial ^o half an hour, so as to gradually accustom tlie patient to 
the use of the tube. 

1 have employed the remedy in two additional cases of asthma, and 
in both instances it relieved the spasmodic breathing in a short time, 
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but as I soon after iost sight of the cases, I cannot speak of Us uUe^ 
riot effect ^ 

As to tlic temperature of the air for respiration, 1 have fou^ rtliat 
it may be reduced very low with advantage. In some instances I 
have reduced it to zero, and even a few degrees below, which patients 
have preferred to a hi^er degree^ but in general,have contented 
myself with employing ice simply, which brought tlie air to or 
34% and this seemed to answer very well. 

As the warm weather has advanced, I have been less attentive than' 
fommirly in maintmning external stimulation by means of the vest or 
irritating plasters, and 1 do not find the remedy less efficacious on 
that account, or the neglect attended by any ill effect, except perhaps 
that such patients* after respiring y(^ cold air for a considerable 
time, are more liable to complain of general coldness, amounting al¬ 
most to a rigor, than when the chiiit has been kept warmly clad or 
stimulated. In no instance, however, did any ill consequence arise 
irom this state of things, which 1 attribute to the blood being divert¬ 
ed from, instead of being accumulated in the diseased organ, as hap¬ 
pens when a chill arises from exposure of the external surface to cold 
and moisture. 

I have made a number of experiments, both in pulmonic cases and 
on healthy individuals, for the purpose of ascertaining the effects of 
cool respiration on tlie pulse. In the great majority of instances the 
pulse was rendered both slower and fuller; sometimes only fuller, and 
now and then somewhat more frequent. One or two hours respira¬ 
tion of air brought to zero, or even 10® above, would usually reduce 
the pulse from 16 to 9A beats, provided it was not much above a hun¬ 
dred; but 1 was not successful in making a decided impression on it 
when it ww beyond that point in frequency- Forty-seven was the 
slowest I was enabled to render it, when it rose up under the finger 
vm^ fi^and slugg^^^. In one heaMy individual it was reduced 
in twp^eure ftnm in another from rs to 56, and in.a third 

froni^;M|^|^ in one hour. 

^ it will require a much more extended experience than I 

especially during the heats of summer, to form a cor- 
of the value of remedy, and to ascertain the parti- 
cnlar fbrms of pulmonic disease in which it maybe advantageously 
employed, for doubtless it will not be found suited to all Indiscrimi¬ 
nately. 

may be induced to ^ve the remedy a trial, I have de¬ 
lineate a vertical section of the apparatus I have ilevised for lower- 
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ing (hft temperature of the air, which I request# may be inserted ia 
le next number of the American Journal. 

I^ith'ice alone the air in (he reservoir is brought to 32®, and' re- 
maid? at 34° after an hour’s respiration. Ice mix^ witli common salt 
reduces it to 7^ro, or even 3 or 4° below, and which will be 
after an hour’s jrespiralion not higher than 10®. Tlireeor fourfisjulns 
of puunded ice will last about forty-eight hours, and mixed‘Ur:^^t 
lialf that time. 1 have not found that eveji two of these refrigerators 
iilled with ice, and placed in an ordinary-sized room, produced any 
sensible impression on its temperature. / 

The r^frigcratui', of which die plate gives a section, is n£j4e of 
'/.incj, is t^'cnty-two inches high, fourteen inches diameter, and raised 
one inch from the floor by staj^ards. For a more pj^^cular descrip¬ 
tion I rcfci^o the plate with Aex^^tion. 

I hiive generally used a tight ;s|o^en vessel to enclose the refrige¬ 
rator instead of the layer of charcoal, and find it to answer the pur¬ 
pose e([uu1ly well, and is moreover less ex^nsive and less liable to 
injury from use. 

EXPLANATION OF THE PLATE. 

> 

A. A. Compact layer of pulverised charcoal surrounding t&o fee- 
vessel, two inches thick. 

II. B. Ice-vcssel of three and a half gallons capacity. 

C. C. ItcserAoir fur air two inches deep at the circumference. 

D. A piece of charred cork placed in the centre of the bdttom, 
and pierced with a hole one inch and a quarter in diameter, 
for the admission of air. 

E. E. ^ space of a quarter of an inch between the charcoal ai^dice- 

vesscl for the passage of air aroujid the ice.^' • 

F. F. Perforations around the upper part of tiie idweaifll 

the air over the ^ ^ 

G. G.^erforations in the top of the 

of air. 

H. 11. A space of one-third of an inch be^fcwof^n the and 

tile tube for the passage cd* aarlit|D Ihe reaarc^t 

1. A tube one inch and a in diameter, ei 

within half an inch cf tMbottoib Of tiiq re8enroSk ^ 

K. Whei’e the tube of the lid slides over the tube of the cylin¬ 

der. 

L. The ends of the tubes connected by means of gum-elastic 

bags to form a joint flexible in every directhm- loe tidies 
* are one inch in diameter. • 
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M. A valve to p^vent the ingrebb of air rebembling a puppet-; 

valve, except that it is flat. ” ^ 

'N. A wire shoulder on which the valve plays. 

O. End of the tube, flattened to foiiu a inouth-pioce. 

Lip of the lid to render the icc-vesbel as near as possible ah - 

]^pe to draw off the water of the melted ice/" , 

Pipe to draw off any water thdt may get into the leseivoii. 


. 4 * 
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Alax. VIIL OhietvationB tending to ajShtain whether the Anciuits wei c 
acquainted vnth the JHseaee to ks familiarly by the name 

^ifCrovp** By Joiuf Redman C^F, M. D. Professor of Mateiwi 
Metfica and Pharmacy in tlie University of Pennsylvania. 

In the yetw|^65, Dr. Home called the attcittion of tlic medical 
world to a ditelM of an highly interesting nature, by his “ Inquiiy 
^ Croup.” Several essays subsequently appeared on the sub 
Biid amolflgst others, that of Dr. C. F. MieiiArms, at (ioltin 
gen, in ^his essay was probably the first scientific one, which 
takes up m i&^uiry in ill its different bearings, under the title “ De 

aive membranac^^^ It is not my intention, at pre 
ib^aWert to it, any further than is connected with the presmn 
ed ori^n# Oif rafter first annunciation of tlie disease in qucbtion. Al 
p. 5, hO^tSttS writes:^ 




<^]Ka%-be rey b ll<w*eij» that about twen^ years ago, the Emperor Napoleon 
" thtbwt eaw on croup, in consequence of the dcatli ul 

cont^p^ flucceosor ^tliqthrone of France. Amongst 

foUowing, on the origin of that dis- 
thedeiaHpiw^of leases which have beentransmittctKo usby 
.the oner authors of the last century, arc there any which 
lofcrOup^” 

WttflMsh allvtt to the interesting inquiiy, confem. 
de 4f 1ini.ppCt||fatiuDe presented to the medical world, 
I! o^aH'siy chUdrea bftig mpre or less subject to that disease— 
:en.j tad Aibaequently bare, colb cted a very large body of facts 
^'C9 adverted toj some of which, I have thought, might*ru)t be un- 
pi ifessLon^ and have now embodied a bmajl propoitiou of 
iflbbly, if not to determine the qiustjon, at least to awaken 
Icrs to it, that they may extend still further so fcj lilc a snb- 


rai 


jeet of investigation. 
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Cj)xc OH Croup, 

^ • ** Pitiu&tn morbi notitiain, apud Tulpiam inllttiiri arbitror. Narrat 
iile Medicanon Obscrvalionum L> V. casum, qui obscrvatoria 
verdli^ip^Lus relatus, huic commcntationi, (p. 300,) annexus Icgitiir, & 

* qui v^rum nostfi morbi exemplum esse mihi videtur. Nec tamen in arc- 
tis Icctionis limitibus, priurein Tulpio nemin* m fuiaseyM^d 
qi>em vestigiuiq^nostri morbi inveniatur, afiirmaverim. ” 

^^'Post Tulpium^ qui, licet rem vidisset, claram tamen de 
tura ideam minime habuit, altum de hoc luorbo diu fuit apud aut^s 

• silcuiium. Reperio quidem apud Jac, Bontium^ Ballor^mque unom 

altcramque morbi gingularis, nostro simillimi, historiam; nolo tamen, 
ob smniqfim narratioftis brevitatem, judicium ferre, num iatas^obser- 
vationcs ad anginam nostram pertineant, nec ne.” He g^ves these 
cases in his appendix, p. 302. And it may be remariced here that the 
one from B\llonius is also quoted from the Sepulcliretum Boneti, 
1, 484, by Cheyne, in 1801, who has given us a very interesting 
Essay on Cynunchc Tmchcalis, in which he has placed the uncertain 
knowledge we possess of it on a very proper footing, in the following 
words, p. 11. “ It might seem strange that a disease so striking in 

the symptoms, and so speedy and fatal in the event, should not have 
been clearly described earlier tlian the middle of last century, were 
it not remembered tliat formerly all the ailments of children were 
much neglected, and tliat even the most eminent physicians, when 
called to children, went with reluctance, judging their diseases to 
form a labyrinth for which they had no clue.*’ 

The doctor has however affirmed, that ‘^the descriptions to be met 
with in every systematic writer of that dapgerous angina in which no 
tumour is to be found in the fauces, however vague they may be, af¬ 
ford sufficient evidence that the disease was not altogether overlook¬ 
ed,” p. 12, of which he has given some few quotations, insufficient, 
liowever, 1 apprehend, fully and satisfactorily to justify his oj^nioni 
and that merely from thp vQgy concise character of his quotatioDS, by 
' which j)icir value may be considered as not f^y developed^ At the 
hazard of being considered too prolix, I deem'it, however, of suffici¬ 
ent importance to this inquiry, to lay before the medical worltia large 
mass of extracts by which the question may be fairly settle^f ^^oci* 
ally as I trace it downwards from the fountain head itself, of ipraical 
observation and inquiry; and ^ think 1 shall satisfactorily prove that 
this disease was not unknown to Hippocrates, Galen, and a long 
train of writers, anterior to those thus quoted or referred to by Mi- 
chaelis, Cheyne, and others, as the first autiiorities for its appear¬ 
ance. 

• The neglect of writers of tlic present day, to look into our older 

No. V.—Nov. 1828. [8] , 
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authors, and to examlhe accurately what is said, under a viistvariety 
^nomea, as pertinent to the inquiry Into, and consideration of 
disease, especially^ is evinced by my having, I think, discover/:^ no 
inconsiderable number of factsihat seem to apply to it alone, under all 
tll^Uowingheads:—catarrh, coryza,branchus,cynanfhe,angina,dys- 
piliCBat asthma, orthopnoea, anhelatio, respiratiu l3Dsa,^\el difficilis, peri- 
pff^WOny, polypus, rheumatism, fluxio, ^istillatio, tussis, haemoptysis, 
strl^fna, vonuca, empyema, apostema. Even under that of laryngoto- 
my. 1 Imve reason to ^nk that some older writers refer to its proba- 
Ue or inutility in ca^s of croup. 

It Smld seem improbable that a disease of the nature of croup, 
liLOhfd not have been frequent and well known at all pciic ls, and in 
atLmost every situation. Not ariudg/rom any apmjk cause of a con- 
t&gious nature, but dependent greetly on the vicissitude^ of weather, 
that is to say, on causes always a^Slhig, and circumstances tliat must 
have existed in a greater or less degree ever since the creation of tlie 
woHd; its apparent notice for the first time by Ghizi, IIomr, and 
others, under new appeltations, I conceive, a stigma on our pvo- 
fesuon,'evincing, timt, neglecting the treasures of their medical au- 
a change of nomenclature could baffle their inquiries on a to- 
SO interesting as that of croup. 

The banefnl effects of perpetual fluctuation in nomenclature has 
been equidly felt in medicine as in other scientific pursuits—and it 
almost admits of demonstration, that if a physician desires to become 
acquainted^edth the diseases of antiquity, and compare them with 
those of his own time, he must extend his researches beyond the mere 
noro^claiture of books, and draw his deductions rather from tlic un- 


-chanpng symptomatology that has reached us, tlian froin^ a perti- 
naeioita adherence to names which have fluctuated perpetually in the 
liLeaiai]||S ascribed to them* 

a review of the antiquity oC-croop, it is not useless likc- 




wne to premise, that^fiom the imperfect state of anatomical know¬ 
ledge, and the inirequehey of post mortem examination, even in times 
compmctively modem, the pathology of disease was vague and unsa- 

theories advocated were founded in imperfect or un- 
L rie^, in udiich periiaps we are not behind tliem. The ab- 
respectii^ catarrh^ the sqle substratum nearly of all their 
crude'Opinions from Hippocrates himself, are, nevertheless, of infi¬ 
nite'nnportsnce in developing what was known of croup to the an¬ 
cients^ and l.find it therefore essential to take a glance at some of 
the dj>miDatit opinions of this general disease, as well as of sundry 
diseases founded on its immediate or direct operation on tlie body, 
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' and others only remotely dependent on it$ in all which, 1 think, 
\^ou3 traces are to be found, that croup was not a atranger to the 
, ea^s{ writers on medicine. 

It may be noticed also, that, from the nature of the views 
many of the ^^iseases above-mentioned, they are not less 
the surgeon tk 9 .n of the physician, properly so called; 
soifie of my references are effected with the writers on 
The want of an intermedium, such as that of the press, 

' doubtedly a powerful obstacle to many individuals of the most ex¬ 
tensive practice, and enlarged views ^ medical sal]ject8|fj|jB'iraiis- 
mitlinj^their observations to their posterity. If we recur Uhf^^ts 
in this particular, connected with our own country, how little has 
been transmitted to us during period of nearly one hundred , and 
fifty years* since the Settlement .of Pennsylvania by William Penn, by 
the succession of obsa^ant and^lntelligent physicians, of the appear¬ 
ance of diseases under their respective notice! How greatly ^s is 
now to be regretted, 1 need scarcely say! No periodid^jhmrks ex¬ 
isted until the Medical Repository opened the wa^rih^raiich they 
could announce their observations—and unless by a puticular essay 
on some particular subject, occasionally given to tiie world, tte im- 
poitant observations of each individual most generally died dd|hi&n, 
for want of a channel, now become almost too exuberant. If'then 
sucli <liflicuUies appear, even in our own times, how mu^ more must 
tills have been the case when printing was altogether unknown! We 
liavc great reason therefore to bestow unqualified praise on the jphy- 
sicians of former times, who, in spite of these difficulties, have ne¬ 
vertheless .transmitted to us the observations made by ^em and their 
predecessors; and wc are proportionally bound not to forget entirely 
tlie obligations wc owe to them, by setting them aside as usele8»*and 
unimportant; instead of appreciating candidly and justly tlw upoom- 
moa ments, by a dueVccuvrence to the wrings and rosarks of the 
lew ^10 have reached us. ’ • 

In the extracts 1 propose to give, 1 shall not for an instant pretend 
tliat all are accurately and distinctly connected with the ^^liease in 
i|iiestion; but 1 have thought it better to embrace at^fi^ef^’/even 
doubtful remarks, than to leave them altogether unnoticed.; 
of conveying a meaning diffesent from the original, I hpve deemed 
it proper to give them in the woitis of their authors, for the mo^rt 
pari, leaving it to the judgment of every individual to decide for him¬ 
self, how far I am correct in the opinions I have vei^red to adopt. 
Suflicient is however apparent, (and much more might have been ad¬ 
duced which I have collected,) clearly to prove, I think—1. That 

/ 
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the ancient physicians had fully remarked every obstacle to /espir^ 
lion .wliich is now perceived, and particularly Ihat^ arising fron^^ 
creased secretion in the tracliea. 2. That anginosc afl'ectiona^ih- ^ 
killed in one, two, three, and four days, or terminated on 
sventh in peripneumonia and cerebral affections, %c. as v^e now 
dve in croup and its sequelae. 3. That the discharge of a meAi- 
bnu^l jic. from the trachea, is described as accurately as an inl^er- 
fect patholo^ would then permit. 4. ^at this disease was noticed 
bd^^^thiidren and in adiUis. 

Hippocrates iaUhe oldest authority i« medicine, whose 
ive reached us, and we must consequently be satisfied to 
rest on the accuracy of his statements^ yet wc arc not to im&gine that 
no tnfinrmadon prior to his ow:n, was a^t^nable; for he himself repeat¬ 
edly refers to the ancient medicine and to physicians^ wiio preceded 
hitti. frideed, 1 thiok his treari80,'*nrpi 

prisca mfidi cina, is at least to the inquirer into the ori^n of his pro- 
fessidli^Hlb of the most interesting, llow far he maybe correctly 
styled the Medicine^ may admit of some dispute, especially 

since, (klthou^ we usually speak of the writings of Hippocrates as of 
an^yf^vidual,) there were no less than seven of the same name and 
fi&lily,H^o all practiced physic, during a period of about two hun¬ 
dred year^^ ipay be seen by referring to Sprengkl or Le Cleuc’s 
HiiNory orlfe ;<Kblne; and al^ough the second of the n^me is priiici- 
pa^ft^garded as the chief, yet it U undoubted that the writings call¬ 
ed by the of Hippocrates are many of them apocryphal, whilst 
of severtil/of &e remainder; it is not fully determined to which of the 
seres,:diey belong. 1 am persuaded, therefore, that the illustrious 
title mentioned, as well as that of the divine old man,*and sc- 
v^Bl otiiera, ara:ti> be considered as abundantly problematical. IIow- 
erecfad|^tiing‘^e claim as perfect, 1 proceed to state from those 
writii^gaiA%W particul^^ connected witlfthe^ject of research, from 
thh folio edition by Fmsios .of 1624. ^ 

In tjie bdbk (de natura pueri,) at p. 249, 

following expression, which may be regarded as the basis 
o^||^^^jiStitn,es on the subject of catarrh, « /4,tTp6f7r6Xti 

T« That the brain is tlie mcti’qpolis or 

sea]t^,^|pd, glutinous, or pituitous humours. It is proper to no¬ 
tice explanatory of the origin of catarrh in ill its varied rami- 

ficaticwf tdi exuberance altogether due to Hippocrates, and pertina¬ 
ciously" c^tilMted by almost every author to within a very short pe- 


* Dc Ratione Vi^us In Morbis acutls, Foes. £d. p. 303. 
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'rioil of J:he present times, with scarcely a dissenting voice. Tlie cele- 
ft/»tcil, (and justly so,) Van Helmont, indeed, about^two hundred 
ycai4> ago, did vigorously, and I think triumphantly, refute these opi¬ 
nions in an essay under Ijie sarcastic but judicious title of DtlironiiiMo 
Ca/arr/t^anc} Etmuller likewbe, though with less eneigy^^i 
it* As we slial^tet a future part of this essay give the opi^oA^ 
tain'bd of catarrh more fully^.I shall extract but little 
crates, compared to what his vhritings would permit. 

Speaking of catarrh, (lib. de flatibufc^^,^9,) or fluido, ia 
to a supposed question that may be iMm him, how can 

take plate or aiise from flatusP Among other parts,* he ubi 

igitur ad ticulos vcncrit, ii laborant; si ad aures, ibi morbus est$ si ad 
nares, gravedo exoritur; si ad pecius^ raucedo appellatur.” The w^xl 
rmicedo in the Greek is firanch09s and we shall find it hereafter one 
of considerable import. * ‘ - ' 

At verd fluxiones,^’ (says he in his book de lode inh^mme^ p. 
41£,] capite, septem sunt.” These die enumerateSj; but as 1 
shall have occasion to recur to this again, I shall pb^^ne"' till then 
the enumeration, my only object at present being to that this 
monstrous doctrine has liad existence frtimthe earliest recoid^f odr 
science. And 1 now proceed to state what Hippocrates hflf tis^ha- 
inittcd to us on the subject of An^na. In his P-45, 

we find his ctjebratcd axiom relating tothiag^neneterm'jmSvhicffail 
subsequent writers agree, (as we shall show,) by quotiD^^ih^i^jbk- 
pressly his words, which are as translated by FoesiuS, V Ail^na, 
Xxv'iAyxn^ Cynanche^) gravissima quideih est & ce^rb^^j^t^mit, 
cpim neque in faucibus, neque in cervice quicquam 
pUii'imufh veru'dolorem exhibet, & difficultatem aptraufjfii^ qusfei^^CE C^ 
ccrvice obitur, inducit. Haec enim, eodem^eHexcL dUy 
tio, & ciuarto straugulat ” He repeats this subsequeritly^.^q^^'l75, 
in the Coacse Prxnotionts. ^ Anginaeipqu^^nequein. col^ neqqp 
in faucifius quicquam apparet, sed quae vjeM^ircntem'Buffllcaitioiiem ac- 
spirandi difficultatem adferunt, eodem auttertib die neomt.” itis 
not croup to which he refers, certainly I know no species 
terminates so rapidly at present,'as to kill on the first day'!;'] 
longed existence then, as now, seems to have terminated^ pjGKIW^c 
disease; for he further adds, <^uibus angina ad ptfbnoneAi^'^Te^t, 
pai'tim quidem intra aeptetn dies pereunt, partiin verb Utmnkti, pus 
intro colligunf, nisi pituitosa sursum cducantur.” And the impor* 
tance of a free and speedy discharge of phlegm is well affirmed in the 
next page, “ Angina laborantes, nisi celeriter cocta expuant, pemi- 
ciose habeut ” * / 
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In his treatise Ifatiane Fictus in Morins ^cutis^ p**386, t 
think the nature of croup in its worst form of membranous adhesion 
is conspicuously detailed^ the statement at least seems scarcely uppli-^ 
cflPb^ to any other form of disease. £x multa autem & crebra re- 
aintione, sputum summ^ gktHnosum citra coctiolem redditum, 
egr^s^iSfn JUri proh'Ufit. Qmneija.m.cartUaginosis <isp^x arterise ebr- 
p&fpiMS, (ptflmonis bronchiis ^c^^),4^^escens^'stertorem indheit, 
ctdlioc deomeriti tutn^ plxrumque mortem infert.^^ 
srates hotices tihe ft^uency of angina, winter 

i;, at p. 397—iS^na fit cum sub hyemem aut vernum 
*multa & lenta flu^o ex Capite ad jugulares vena?* deiluxe- 
In his treatise de Mfrbis Vulgaribus^ p. 1194, he speaks of 
the vidlence and difficulty of ^ihe coughs, in some cases, with little or 
no fever, in which'no pulmomc inflammation attendecT, nor other 
itieahs by which a judgment of tiie'complaint could be attained, ve- 
niia.^^^ce so/o, judicio decernebatur”—and at p. 1211, & scq. fol¬ 
low ^me case^ of whieba few appear allied in a measure to croup. 
cc'Unciot^ajnti^ Harpalidem, cruribus & manibus imbeccllior factus, 
m^camentuih sursum acdeorsumpurganstemcre ebibit, cx quo febris 
inva^ &adar/mom, (Trachea,) tale quiddam defluxit, ut loquentcm 
imp^dii^ & inter loquendum crebriorem anhelitum redderit, non se- 
cw ac ^Sf^gtna cum raucedine laboranti.” (We may notice that an- 
gi)^ is heti spoken of, ai if occurring with and without hoarseness.) 

^c Cumdeglutiretpraefocabetur, aeteroquepaiiebaturj quae qui Angina 
labmfiut, iitmQr tamm non odero/.” If this caso may be esteemed 
as aj^proxin^ting croup, if would seem to be in an adult. In another 
caso of a boy, at first, apparently of pleurisy, after tlie twelfth day, 
_<4jH^cedente morbo, spiratio dehsior semper fuit & creber anhelitus, 
^tn firpdtdo ^nadain, ad pectus & artenam asperitate,” &c. p. 1215. 

died on the twenty-eight yid in another, p. 121G, 
crebrior eique vix respiranti artcria sihilum qucii- 

dam edebat»” &c. Ih'^theie, and several other cases, many symp¬ 
toms ^ mentioned that seem to characterize croup in a greater or 
and both of an acute and chronic forin. Leaving this, 
to the deliberate judgment of the reader, I shall draw no 
On Hippocrates, although 1 have a much greater number of 
fht&.fiom his writings, which 1 consider adapted to strengthen my 
ilmt croup was by no means an uncommon complaint in 
his Mt masked by the absurd and prevalent pathology of the 

The nett in order to be noticed is Celsus, who flourished about 
t\e period of our Saviour’s death, and who is, I think, more from 
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*habits*of association, rather than from an actitdl examination of his 
^'ritings, too generally regarded as amongst our high^t authority; 
whilst at the same time no one can positively determine whether he 
was or not a practitioner of medicine. Be that as it may, 1 thii^he 
has been too Hivishly extolled; and' yet there are humerous 
of his writingsa^hich hre well worthy of attentive respect in ti 
sen^ day: whatever wiiterat-fnay have intervened between '1 
crates and Celsus, few of an^ note have reached us; and on the par¬ 
ticular subject that our essay involyeftJ^t much is to be .ffUs^d 
from him; yet enough, 1 think, to whether pw ^ TO ioner 

or merely an amateur^ the disease of citn^ was not a 
time. As Grievks has given us a translation of Ids wiiting;^ wliich 
has been al ways well esteemed^ I*shaU.quote from'his edition 
rather iliaif from the Latin, as by ac6mpan8oa< <^ it mid the 
he appears to me to have very^Jwly ^ven the sense of hiisEutiw- 
At page ^G, among the symptoms of death in disease, he 
and it is Impossible to save that person, w^o labouii^ li^j^^^’^ 
without any tumour^ is suddenly, as it were, 8tran^lpd»,^ At 
p. 63, among the signs o^partimlar diseases, heremaf^tiikt those 
whose breath is greatly straitened, in passing through ^ &hcesi^ 
fever, will soon fall into convulsions. If an angrhtaaaddtmlj^’$0^ 
])cars, the distemper is removing into the lungs; pnd ^Sht is often 
fatal before the seventh day.” At p. 77, he strotig^y recoimohhdB 
bleeding in ^ *whatever strangulates the fauces, so as to causP^a 
culty of breathing;” and in cases whwe the body Pay^eem E>^y 
able to bear it,” yet it is often to be employed, as >^'whien an irngma 
suffocates.^’ Speaking of angina, p. 189, as tiie former Iti^d oS dis¬ 
temper, ^tetanus,) afHicts Uie whole neck, so there isanother cop mdn 
(me, equally dangerous and acute^ the seat of vUch4s in. the mcesT 
Our authors call it angina: among the Greeks, Jhe 
according to the speci&; fiw sometimes thm appears any 

redness4WT tumour. There is also a^^Hd^er about^tiie fkuces, 
which amongst the Greeks, has different nmiicis, aObordihg to its dif¬ 
ferent degrees. The whole consists in a difficulty ef hftalAipittiL but 
while it is moderate^ and does not wholly suffixiate, it is k 
pnesa; when it is more severe^ that the patieiti; caanot bi 
a noisCj and quick fetches, asthma; when the difficulty is so great that 
respiration cannot be performed, unless the neck be kept erect, or- 
thopneea. The first of these may be of long continumice without endan- 
geri ng life: the two following are commonly acute. ” p. 191«^l8 asthma 
now reckoned among acute diseases? Is it not deducible that^fram^ 
ihris great generalization of subjects noticed tiy most ancient writep, 
it is almost impossible io draw therefrom correct, particular conclu 
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slons! Sufficient, Itbwever, appears in tlie above few quotations to* 
render it probable that at least a part of his remarks arc applicable 
croup alone. 

Aret^us, who flourished about eighty years after Cclsus, is the 
next author from whom 1 shall derive a few remarks. jIt is greatly to 
be tegretted that tlie writings of this observant physi^an should have 
reached us with many imperfections. From what we have, we have 
much reason to deplore the loss our science has sustained in many 
parts of his works, but I apprehend enough is left to vindicate his 
knowlS^[ge of croup. Moi^fat has so well translated this estimable 
writei^^at 1 sliall employ that in preference td the original 

In his history of acute diseases, p. 10, he gives us an account of 
anginOi or a suppression of breathih^ in which there is great con¬ 
formity with what 1 have already quoted from Hippoc^tes; at p. 
12, he States angina to be the synanche of the Greeks, and says that 
Mme,” p. 14, ^^die disease communicates easily with the lungs, 
but those dt^rom metoiusis, or the change which ensues.” The 
vdodty of timHisease, as described at p. 15, con-esponds rather witli 
that of croup, than with the other well known forms of angiuosc af¬ 
fections. 

Some of his observations on ulcers of the tonsils, at p. 23, apply 1 
think in part at least, to croup, for it can scarcely fail of being re¬ 
marked bj'every reader, that in the accounts given by all the an¬ 
cient writers, there is a frequent intermixture of the symptoms of 
different species of angina, which^ whilst the whole suffice to point 
out their knowledge of the disease under all its forms, particular 
symptoms do, nevertheless, apply rather to one than to another va- 
rie ty. In speaking of the cure of dngina, p. 298, he says there are 
^E^o species, one of which consists in a collapse of tliose parts, (tlic 
tonsils, tongue, gullet, and adjacent parts,) and internal compression 
attended'vnth a greater degree of strarrgula^on, so that the internal 
'ir^ktmmaHon seems to reach as far as the heart It is necessary to 
obviate this last, as soon as possible, because it very soon jtroves mor¬ 
tal to -the patients. ” 

.^e recommends venesection, and that the aperture ought to be 
lerge, in order that the blood may flow copiously and with 
em) this will not be sufficient to allay the heat, but the sirangida- 
tion will be mitigated, and all the sjrmptom. diminished thereby, and 
will be of no small service to bring the patient to a deliquiumanimi.^" 
It may bc^liced that he disapproves of the operation of tracheoto¬ 
my in p. 303. 

^^At p. 152, mentioninC; those affected witli empyema, he advei ts*to 
the pus evacuated, which, “wliethcr it passes upwards or down 
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,wai'(l8, tlie colour is various, binoolh'Aud equal,^ruugli and unequal, 
with sihall -pieces of flesh floating in it, of a round or ^^pad ajyiear- 
ance, wliich are cither easily separated or adhere and^nder 

abscess of the *lungs, p. 156, at times likewisci^arto 
andfragmmtSkflf the lungs 
.Under p. 158, he says, a difficulty of 

duQj^d, ciilier fi-om running,..i^essive exercise,^ an^ofthe^ 
is denominated asthma; thal^Si8ea»e likewtae4u|ofi^ fay the 
thopTima, is called asthma.” Such is 
flcult respiration, ^and so mingled aM|Hg|iMea8j>q%tiN»* 
to cvincy: that a sufficient distinction 
spect to ^ilTercnt diseases having symptoxna in eouanon^ 

He speaks of diseases of the ctdqmella or 
t)ie afiectioiis of which ‘^easily aq^ccfii and- ~ ^ 

this nature ai’c Uiose wMch we ■JR* va aa^^^^toJfa^nna, 
exist witli a <iegrce of inflammation, tluckiMM, and eloa 
that they hang down into the artery ,Such diBea8!^;«^r!B^ 
not known at the present day. If 'they are npt^ til 
iinct, it is not improbable tliat they may have some 
the croup of our times. But we must leave this autiior i&W' 
of Galen, the best and ablest commentator oa 
far the most distinguished physician of ancient 
When we consult ilie works of this great man^ eatimp^tii 
lime tlie comparative paucity of tus.means of imjHntiihnen^'j 
not fail of impressing on the ndnd the highest 
traordinary tiilents and extensive attainments. 
reived a due respect from most foreign nationa 
has beei^cultivated, is it not surprising that<an editi6a.<^li£b 

works liave never been thought necessary! Nqtwi^^pta&dii^ 
travagant and absurd opinions contained theren^*! 
an abundant harvest ml^t still be reaped 
quires odly to be known, in order to be 

that tiic high standing he attained, an<^ml^^'in«ptUBe(j in tiie 
ranks of medicine, was in all respects deserveti*^ 

My extracts from the works of this e: 
my opinion, far more deserves the title of 
than lie to whom it is so commonly given,) are 
Basil edition of 1551. . '. , 

At p. C92, IM), dt Cans, procatarct, we have an angq^ detaU of 
his views of catarrh, which may be regarded as aHea^BMon of 
of Hippocrates; from this 1 shall make a few extil^sta ao^ 
of*his principles respecting a disorder so extensive in its ol 
No. V—Nov. 1838. [*)] 
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to be the substratum^iiearlj of the ecience of medicine during, many 
cmcceeding centuries. 

** Deinceps autem de fluxwMbus a cerebro oriundis aliquid etiam 
dicanuis. Dwtillationia igitur & gravedinis, (hsec corj^a, ilia Grscis 
caburhua dicitur,) cerebrum e^sl^xistit”—Ac d^ertur quidem 
fliuiio k Capite nonnunquam % ventrem, nonnunq^m in A^erom 
AHt% ntv^bet maximd nocena.” • 

Ik bis treatiae i^rtumoribus prmter-mduram, p. 706, we have his 
speoidakaoaa on the fonnatum of phlegmon and abscess, and we soon 
lat of vast import apd extensive slgni- 

kDg the aneienta.'' I advert to it, merely, however, as it 
cnaldes me to ny, that from the erroneous views of atq/purqtion 
given, we may perhifa be able partly to explain why they never, (or 
r^el;^) saw, inmaMiii discharged from the trachea, any*othcr than 
al^glW^pua, or tim^inw^vium&faMMeparated by suppuration. Some 
huiK^ or vap(Htras spirit, aaya Galen, arising either in the affected 
parV^ falti^ on it from elsewhere, collects in a particular place, 
ami there fonwting, at length excoriates the neighbouring bodies, 
aaddeatroye mem, and, (in the latter azse,) ^^aliqtiando variorum 
turn hoesoriiin, turn aolidmum Corporumfiguras exprimunt,^^ which 
indn* Bot um^y be supposed to apply to the membrane of 

croup* iwdered more probable from p. 7S7, Belods affectis, 

whdi^ hbtiflfcnaa that the kind of matter discharged, indicates the 
par^afeoted, ather as being ex essentia illius, vel quod ab ea con- 
tineiintur* FosiUm etiam affectam partem commonstrat. Durus quip- 
pe in dextra pnBGordiorum parte tumor, non lienis, sed jecoris af* 
feeii eat nota: in einiatra autem, non hepatis, sed splenis affectum 
ini^eat* Ad haec, si membranosse tunicse frustulum vomendo fuerlt 
TQhctum, aut guise, aut ventriculi; si tXASsiendo, gutturis, aut Asperse 
Artcristt'^ excreando, faucium,” &g. ^Now what are these fi-ustula 
of a moWih’anoua coat, discharged by vomiting or coughing, and in¬ 
dicative of alfection of^lfejb^achea, if not appertaining to croup? 

In his books de difieukati resptro/iaru^, we have reason to believe 
tiut much is apjdicfdde to the circumstances of croup. To introduce 
had extraeiail, as relevant to the subject, would loo greatly 
my quotatUMis: I must content myself with a very small part. 
^ffiirbrtko{m(£a etiam, (quae erecta cervice apiratio est, fitque col- 
lectu viscictis & crassis humoribus circa A. peras pulmonis Arterias,) 
& afalililtter ubi circa pulmonem aliquid induratur, aut ttdtcrculum 
gigdt^ pr^msns atque coarctans ipsam arteriam asperam, parvus, 
deiuii^flEptMque quritus redditur,’’ p. 494. “ Aliquando autem, 

'Wdy eat viauaa in^uno eodemquc homine simul intercipi utrau- 
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. que, simirum a collecta in arteriis asperis iattia hmnorum colkime, 
quee siffibcare animal posset,*’ p. 49G. «*Caeterum co^ctationis in 
AfUriin asperin^ tumores prmter Tusturam declaraverim rcos,” id. 
’ Csetcrum omnes qui ob taJem coaretatianem sufficienter iaapirare 
non possunt,ta/ertoro«am faciulji respirationem, & in miffafjjiftrBifl 
discrhnen ven)^nt, si decumbanty” pb 503. At vero ifnlofrtjiiirr 
spiwitio oritur aliquando quidem in afifectibus nmlta inapi ra te> > # in* 
digentibu8”i-^“ Et quando obturatio, aut Gompteuio, aut coareta- 
, tio, instrumenta respirationis infestat)*’ p. 305. 

Colliguntur autem in asperis ortofAiA gtnua attcd* velipet dra- 
lillatioi^m a Capita^ vel ex pleuritid^\al piwspnonmnniall^l pfi- 
monis afl^ctu, vel angina, vel ex tranalato pure,” d^puU 

p. 588. • 

Caetei4im illos humores qm tn ofteria tmtPmaoiUr hmreni^ ^t^ui 
dilRculter expectorantur, magis evelliuit StenmtBmenta.’’<«i*>dEii9^^ 
^Symptom. Caus. p. &T9. Porrd quicquid apiritum intere<|> ^t , 
id tussi rejiccre oportet: sivc humor fit a Capite deflaens, aive iflapsa 
poi tio cibi vel potua, sive aliqmd in aaperiM arterii$ ^lejctami ut in 
peripneumonia, pleuritide, & in connexarum jacinoris partium ]dileg' 
monc, aut in gutturis ipsius asperitatibus.” Idenu^ln Zidaf efo heis 
afftetie, p. 7b% the subject of angina is taktfi ttp^^of 1 Aall 

only icpcat what is said of the second variety. nec 

reliqax oHs partes, nec eiiam extemarvm poitium tdlb tiproaoiafar vi- 
detur: labonfns tamen suffbcatioiiis periculum in gatture sentitt”*^ 
^‘Cacterbm cum gutturis musdili intern! iniiammaninr, is 

atiectus dicitur, c{ua3 siinul ct vocem et spirationem Imdiii Idem 
quoqite in universum faccre solcnt <mnes prs^ernalUTQfn tumores, sive 
in spiriUdibus viis exoriantur, sive extrinsecus ipsas comprimant,” 
p. 755. 

Similiter solent respiraA ct ii, quibus asperse ptilmonh urleriw 
pfurima ^ejhtxione opplentue,^^ p. 756. ‘*Si verd sterUndo 
turn fer^int, lentorum, crassorumque humdinna pertiBacitor imp^- 
torum inultitudincm, pulmonis bronchia molastare est indicium,” p. 
757. ^^Noniiunquam vero et pxdmonis o/sgltai pars, aut Cfusti^ 
sinud efferri videtur,” p. 758. Under Orthopmsa, p. 
stant autem adhuc affectionea duae, quae Angusttam loeoru|B 0HPRit 
in viis per quas aer inspiratur^quum aut himwrvm erassorum ^ via- 
cidorum multitudo pulmonis bronchiis fuerit impacta, aut tumor ab‘ 
scessui similis in ipso constitent,” &c. 

But wc must leave Galen, and proceed to CoxLnm Avrellurts, 
who lived about two hundred and thirty years after our flavieini "iind 
not more than thirty or forty after the time af Galen. I need evuteej/^ 
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say, that his work Be Morbis Sf Chronids^ has alwaya been 

r^ar^ed of high authority, and been held in respectful estimation. I 
quote from the 4to Amsterdam edition, of 1622. In tlie third book 
of acute diseases, he treats of Synanchef without following him in the 
etymology and synonimes of ^ajArord, I proceed trf mention tlic 

p- 179 .—^^Symnehea igitur alia est^^nc maitifesto 
indicio|jMttia cum viAili a^ue manifesto: et alia intra oris spatimn, 
alia exteriua^ alia ex u/rogue Aoc, exteriorc atquc interiure, parte 
dextra vel amiairaj aut»tn tUraque, Denique quidam specialcm dis- 
etiam nominibus poeuerunt, ut Valeria physicua libro tertio 
iq fcijjq iftyn pry* £afn igitur qux aim manifesto tumore est^ sine 
noiftaxM rdiquerunt, Kam verd quse cum manifesto, si iivutraquc 
parte, (faucium,) interiorum fuent,«cyna/ic/icn vocandam.’’ Ilcpro- 
ceeds^to notice Mother varieties, and tlien adverts to thefinteccdcnt 
c|MN|l^*of cynanche, among which he enumerates catarrh^statiiin 
thiitiheii arc more afitected than women, and of those, youth and mid¬ 
dle aif^ rather than boys and old men—^next gives Alclepiades’ do- 
fimti)^ whichthe considers as defective, and coincides with that of 
SopAKVs, viz. Synanchen difficultatcm transvorandi atquc piaefo- 
cationem acutam ob vehementiam tumoiis faucium.’’—Adjecta esl, 
(says he» Xllft teni traus^orandi difficultati prsfocatio cclen-ima, hive 
acuta, a^m^pi^i^nem turnon's toiibillarum sivc uvm,” &c. And 

some further remarks on tiic necessity of tumour t<» 
Jj^tewninates thus, ‘‘fist enim ipsa quo(|ue acutisuma^ 
atqin oebmma pra^acatio^ sed non^ex tiinwre descendens.” The 
whwe chapter indeed is deserving attention. 

In the next chapter, p. 182, alter describing the symploins ol sy- 
naiicha Ufith tumour in all its stages, he ptoceeds to give us .those oi 
■ - mto t terrible one that occurs without tuinoui, in uhitli I tliink, tliose 
aqqaain^d with croup will see strong ^dcnce of its being that dis- 
ciia€|^,that> is described^“ Atsi sine maaifestu ittmorc fuoi^t passio, 
sequitur collopum te]||pi|pi, cum extentione atquc subicction«»intIexi- 
bili. Item vultuB & oculorum cavitas: fruiitis evtensio, colui plum- 
beus, Bpirationia difigultas plurima, nullo, ut supra di\ituus, mnni- 
feateJamore, sive inflatione aliqua apparentc, nc(|uc in inlcrnh^ ne- 
^axtemia partibus, hebetudo plurima, atque imbccillitas scgio 
dl ederrimusy vel acutua cuyi prsefocatione, mortis cllec- 
tuis,” 4^c. 

Xn ^^4th Chapter, he mentions and animadverts on the treatment 
of tUj^Beaac by the chiefs of oilier sects. Of these, l]ip{)ocrates 

fullahare: thus, the recommendation ot bleeding ftom 
NiS^iQldns'orthe neck, {subjected to, especially when the disorder is 
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sine nUo manifesto tumore^ becauge of the necessHj of a fillet, to mse 
the veihs, which undoubiedlj he tells us will augment the sufibcation. 
When animadverting on Asclepiades, who claims, I believe, larjm- 
gotoiriy as his'discovery-^CGelius, (an lahmad in medicine^eajs, 
p. 195—Es^etiam fabulosa arteilke qb respirationem divisttti, <||Mun 
iax^n^otomiaTi^yocdnt, & qum h niMo sit antiquorum 
cad yea atquc icmcraiia Asclepiadis inventione aftnnata,” 

I shall now leave tliis author, remarking liowcnv, that aouethii^ 
on the subject of our inquiry, may probaldjbe derived friwahis chap¬ 
ter, I)e Suspirio sipeAnhelitu^ quern Q^j^A^krmvoeamtj atn»i$|^L 
part of )^}iat 1 have riready quoted, se^mog MIy 8ufficieiltwpf4lr 
tliat tlic aroup was not unknown to him. 

Leaving scveial intci mediate •writers, as BdiAzas, &c. in whom, 
however, l«think 1 discover a knowledge of thd^d is eas e in qu< 

1 proceed to Avicenna, who Hootished about the year 11 
Cluibtjdn TEra. 

The edition from which I quote is the Juntas editiim at 
IG08, folio, ^ vols. Atp. 92, De Mgriiudinibua eompQsUiSf hegltes 
us tins pretty comprehensive view of eatarrhs “ et onme qux^^m 
.ftpostema quod causam non habet manifestam, et ejus cavsa corporslis 
monstiat niateiiam de uno mcinbro ad aliud, quod fijt 
niutatam; \ocatui c.ithaiihus.” 

De Suffocationibus^ p. Gil, FI iiimii iijiiiiifi iiiii]!7> fiMlwtjrtdlrtlll 
111 teilied, auiT pcimutdtur mateiia ejus, aut collectionem & 

suppuidtur. FU f(po«^man^ur interius cannse, (IVaefaltt) 

sed non peivemt'dd hoc, ut prarocct. - Et pimfocativum malOm 
l.uieus nccessaiiuin, ut sit assiduatio apertionis^oris & projectio&is 
liiigiuo npininatui caninum.”—^‘Et qiumdaqueperfnutcOut 
dll pciipiicumonidin, quando c\pcllitur materia ad pulmonem.’^ 
"'•VA 07imi'> 9 qui moritur, spasmant imprimis. Bt^praefb- 

(atio tjui(& in caniiia quhidoqnc hiterjicit inter prinmm dieip^^ qnar- 
tuiii. V/ quaiidoque iiiultiplicantur synfUfiBbs,*^^ camm rimilia, in 
\eie haemal 1 . Quum cigo pncfocatio fortior fit, & fit necessarium 
niultoticb moveie,’’ &c. Gompaic albo the and||hition8 to this chajh 
toi ut p. G11, rcfeiiing to Hippocrates, Galen, Paulus, 

C'elsus, inc.—De Sispiis, p. G13, ‘‘ Omnibus speciebus praefocat^i 
cst conbtrictio anhelitub.’’—“ Et illud est malum, quod est intujtn 
^ non appaict sensui cxteiius eseo allquid, neque interius, 
quum inspieitiir ejus guttur, sed est piofundum,’^ &c- *‘Et jam dic¬ 
tum est in signis mortis velocis, quod si quia prasfocationempatitor, & 
alteratur color a lubedinc sua consucta ad albedmem, ant 
tatem, tunc ipse moritur in uno duorum dierum,” &c. At 
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bleeding is strongly enforced in every species of Btrangulation^ievery 
ten hpurs to the third day; and also as a preventive of synahche in 
those accustomed to it * . 

Be ’’Signie ^nhelitus^ p. 6^7, £t quandoque ConStiictio eSt* ex 
humiditate in Canna, (Trachea,) & quas sequuntur ipE^m & est cum 
signis ^ anheliiu, eonus qtte qui steriit, & cst nefU^ssitas etcrea- 
tioni8.^ip*<‘Quttm erg6 odvenit constHeUo etertilia (subito, tunc jam 
cuourKt ad pulmonem,) materia ex catarrho, aut currit ad pulmonem 
pnns, deinde ad cannam, secundo, sanies, et pus, ex aliquo membrorum 
Page 698, **Et ejna Causae, (constric^o anhelitus,} aut 
iefoeiemata in iilk meatibus, quae sunt epiglottis & Cpnnae, & 
i ejus, & arteriae. Humores plurimi in ipso, aut grossi, aut 
viscosi, aut aquosi aggregati in pulmone,” &c. 

1 most raeiriiaii-dukt here, as elsewhere, much of the force of the 
cflB^pmoiia is often weakened by the disconnected form which brevity 
cok^plilb-me to employ. 

jSethmate, p. 630, & seq. Et quandoque est in Caniia 
pil}i 90 imB.’’~^*Et mnltoties permutatur ad peripneumoniam.’’—^^Si 
fuerint causa asthmatis humores, aut humiditates in Canna ipsa, 
ont ilHe coastrictio in principio anhelitus cum exscreatione, & cum 
sputo loco pn^inquo. Et si fuerint humores ex catarrho, 

erit paulatim. ” 633. In asthmate autem et con- 

slalitiikie aaheHSta foctis propter catarrhum, oportet utlaboretur cum 
canrprolubente catarrhum, &faciente spuere quod aggregatum est.’’ 

^ 640, De eignie tueaia eputi Sanguinis, Et signa cjus, quae 
dt'dx ulceribus, sunt signa, qus dicentur in capitulo ulcerum pulmo¬ 
nis, ex sputo cruetarum, aut puris, aut frustorum Corporis pulmo¬ 
nis, aut OTmti/orufnXyannfe: et ejus esse, e.^ipost catarrhum (^ordica- 
^tiihim,) & post sputum sanguinis & apostemata. ” ICT* What arc we 
to conuder these frusta pulmonis & annuli CannaoP 

Be peripneumoma, p. 654, Est apostemsL calidum in ptlmonc, & 
ipda quandoque aoeidit incipiendo, & quandoque sequitur^eventuni 
catarrhi descendentis ad pulmonem, aut prssfocationes rcsolutas ait 
pulmonem, aut pleu^idni conversamad peripneumoniam, &huJusmodi 
intericit usque ad septem,” &c. Now here we see a distinction 
diikwn between peripneumony as an original disease, or as the termi¬ 
nation of catarrh or pleurisy. A cemmon catarrh simply, is rarely 
followed by peripneumony, but it is not . nfrequent after croup. 

Passing downwards to Platerus, about the year 1490, we find tlie 
sam^cHMnnes maintained; and in his treatise de respirationis defectu, 
Interdum catarrhum comitem liabet spirandi difficultas: 
&nonnimquam rmpiratione otnni subito intercepta, suffocantar; 
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dicituirque hoc malum catarrhua praefocans autauffbcans.’’ It may be 
questidhed from tliis very slight account, whether it applies to croup 
or to pertussis; and tliis doubt is strengthened by his equally con- 
^ founding together, at p. 429, asthma and cat sufibcans. ** Oli||||ractio 
pulmonibuB irJtrinsecus, in aspemarterise ramis, perpulmmMm sub- 
stantihm dissel|inatis; quia tunc aert liber transitua intercbuva esl, 
diffifilis sequitur respiratio. Hoc autem firpqueaitor ab hun^lib |Mtai- 
toso aqueo, a capite, praesertim, dormienntea 4^^Qqpttmbentibas, sen- 
• sim sine sensu manifesto, per asperam arteriaai pulmones 
entes prodire solqt; qui in ramis illiua angttstiosyws 
inucosil^tem acquirena, suaque visciditate vias obtenffiS, 
tionem c 4 im stertore & stridore, tusnque aliqna, diffidlem parit. 
propter tenacitatem excreari nequeat, affectuaadiuisniuiD, asthma ap* 
pcilatum fia;it, qui & nova accedente defluxioHS^ ' ‘ 

fit, ut noctu prmsertim, & tempore humido, ac post 
habet cxaccrbationes. Et si dejhtxio magna copjy^ wbUo 
prius occupatas, impleat, catarrhumsuffocantemdS^mefficit^^''^* 
It seems almost useless to multiply quotation <«i quotation iiji.prdRCd' 
of the positions I have taken. 1 will remailE:^ however, that I have 
copious extracts from tlie writings of most of our{«incipol authorities 



down to about tlie commencement of the last century* geae- 

laliy they make catarrh of the same importance astiSesnEl|^6cratb8, 
deriving it from a distillation of tlie brain, and fdling dMimt 
and different ^ts, thereby producing a host of diseases, ii^eae patho¬ 
logy is now very differently explained. 1 have already meatioUbd 
Van Hclmont as first opposing witli the weapons of irony and sarcal^, 
united witli tliosc of sound reason and judgment, this monstrous abor¬ 
tion of the Father of Medicine,” and as the doctrine of catarrii will 
be more fully unfolded by a short quotation from his writings, 1 ncAd 
scarcely apologize for so doing; and although there is a tenbness in 
the ijatin^f Van Ilclmbnt, not adequately expressed by the tranria- 
tion of 1663; 1 shall, ncvcrtlielcss, employ the latter, for fear the ori¬ 
ginal may be altogether disregarded. His fifty-seventh chapter is 
entitled Dcliramenta CiUarrhi^ which his tra^ator has rendered 
“the toyes or dotages of a catarrhe or rheumc.” The very epm- 


* Do wc want further evidence of the uncertainty of names, as detci^- 
five of specific diseases among tlic anciently let us hear what Sennertu^ 
on asthma and oiUiopnoca, p« 451, ** asthma, Latinis anhclatio, etn 
dum in gencre & amplo vocis sigmficatu,pro quacutnque reapirationc diJidU & 
anhtlosa quaeumquc de taussa ftrofedOy give cum fibrCj vtl tine Jkbre aecipi^tus, 
Strlcta tamcn vocis signiheadone Hippocrati est hoe est ftequniisiatt 
densa & diffioilis respiratio sine febre,” &c. • ^ 
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mencement ol whicUbhowa the temper aiid inteuilou of the writer, 
is now a seasonable time to show, (says he,) that llte great heap 
of diseases which liath been dedicated to a catan-he or rheumc flow- 
ing from the head, even into the very top of the toes, without 
let or mnderance, is on old wives fiction, not invenUd but by the 
enemy, ^e troubler of mankind,’’ &c. Subsequent^ he gocs'on^to 
say---'^4|phus indead schoolcs season their young boglnru'r.s, 

theorieday and pi;|pKoally. For so rheumes arc guilty of the defects 
of.the eyes, ears, jan^a, tongue, teetli, breast, armes, loines, and legs. 
" hs, consuqiptions, asthmaes, plutisies, pcripuuumonies, upo- 
palsies, sudden deaths, corrupt mattery iinposthumj^s, spit- 
i of blood, have found their already supposed cause inyheuineh. 

I in the next place, the stomack oasts up its vomit, loatlietli, labours 
wijthi^ uncoficoction, the liver also, and the spleen are. ill at ease. 
I(|(^i^,&ll!djgestiible snivd having slidden down out of the liead; oli- 
hardn€tft^, dropsies, apostliems, schirrus^s, fevers, wring- 
bowe^i^ve taken up their room among catirrlies, their 
rlHrtS,?’ Proceeding in this manner fur some lime, lie goes on to 
say^^^Thc which, (vigour,) seeing it ouglit naturally to How liown, 
itiBuggests an amide and general matter for calarrlies or iheumes. 

down into the eyes, cars, jaws, teeth, &.c‘. 
the |»SM|Hl>dOjmrvcdly grieve, iliat they have a neighbour 1>raiii 
an^t#tyrant; but if it rain down into the lungs, they are 
tronschangod into a cough, shortwinded affects; next into a coiihump- 
tii^of the lungs, beating of the heart, and so also into sudden death. 

indeed, these rheumes do rain down into the stomack; now li 
paies the punishment of their fault by uuconcociioii, crudities, \omil 
ings,'inordinate apipetites, stomack fiaincs, faiutings, obstructions, 
* flaxes, coeliack passions, cholers, colicks, consumptions fin* Lick ol 
nourishment, dropwes, scirrhus’s, and all defects of the bcllj; je.i 
fevers, putrifyings in the veins, also afif^cts of tlie spleen,^ stones ol 
the reins and bladder, do draw their beginnings from tlie ihuckiness 
of a catarrh. But if catarrhs do denve thciuselveb Into the bosome 
of the cerebellum or lesser brain; now suddain death, the apoplexie, 
and palsies are at hand. But if by chance of fortune, rlieuiub do di¬ 
vert themselves thorow the nuq^ or maiTow of tlie back-bonc, into 
ti^Sinews, arteries, muscles: diversjoynt-sickuesses, plurisies, ]>al 
si^ and convulsions of the parts do prcsentl y happen. And likew ise, 
thIjCwill have rheums to beget chyrurgial ilcfects of pains, upostems, 
anddhu|i|||h^ offspring of ulcers. But if tliey do not fall dow'ii, and (lie 
bmwfiPPKBase itself of its burden, by poscbund couglis; the drow.sie 
“NiviV^Bc Coma or sleeping evil, the catochus or bliflc-laking disease. 
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the le^argie, giddiness of the head, apoplexie,«lo8se of memory and 
the scifses, arc present. For truly, besides the aforcsiud distemper 
of heat and cold, and a catarrhe of necessity bred from thenpe: the 
' books, speeches, counsels, conveisations, chairs, and 
])hysitians doce-sound nothing: and so the whole hinge of MWing is 
at tills day coi||er3ant in purgings, cuttings of a vein, scar^pigs 
batiks, sweates, cauteries, and in summer not in the fllpdnbh- 
nicnts of the body and strength, or dryings up jj^j^eumes. ^ 

^ This is surely enough to awaken our astonishw^t at the exten^Te 
genei alization made by the ancients, from one simple word catajniy, e* 
woid ijpplying merely a flow or fluxion, deriyed from^thetjl 
Ketrappo^, and which Sennertus has laigely expatiated on at p* 
vol. 2, folio edition of his worksain 1641, of which 1 shall say 
tliat he tclk us, that two words'principally occur by ye 

tiic motion of praptcrnatural humours in the body. 
is “ ptvptet & ptvpLUTtTfjLti, fluxus seu fluxio, qnaynx omne 
cnjuscunque Immoris c quacunqu^ in qtuimcunq^l^bei&ai li6(^;'eor- 
poris significat,”—whilst ;e<eT< 6 ^^d 5 “ Celso destillatio, ^ 

alias ianfum humoris supervacanei e capUe & prsBcipue 

ccrcbro in alias partes prolapsum & defluxum sigmficab” 

I need scarcely apologize for tlie extent of these 
bccins absolutely requisite to comprehend a word Of;sd|PiKteiUUTc 
bearing in all the poiiitb of view in which the ancients h^^/fWlNSt- 
cd it, if wc tvish to unravel the intiicacy in which the disease that 
we a»e investigating, and indeed many others are involvedj and^o- 
ever wishes fully to be ac(|uainted witl^ it will do well to coflnilt 
Si.NNLitrcb. A few observations of a much greater number collected 
fn»m llie,wiitings of this physician, will probably add support to what 
has already been said. Seiincrtus may indeed among modem mUko^ 
riiic% be considei cd as a kind of epitome of the ancients—for in few 
works will such a mas<^of mJ^tter be found in almost cveiy departs 
ment of * medicine:—he w^as born about 1572 and died in 1637t 
I quote from the Fol. Ven. Edit, in 3 vols. of 1641. In his chapter, 
2d vol. p. 240, De Catarrko fy Cerebri excremmttB retentU^ we have 
a pretty full exposition of the doctrines 1 have adverted to, as de¬ 
rived from Hippocrates, and very Mnerally adopted by all wiitets, 
down to and later than Sennertus; the evils it was supposed to pro¬ 
duce by falling on particular parts, are enumerated; among others, 
if on the uvula, it produced staphylin; if on the muscles of tko lu- 
rynXy angina; if on the trachea^ branchus, &c. &c. He adds more¬ 
over, soon afterwards, that this term catarrti has a triple seOil^J^- 
bigned to it; cither generoUy^ for every flow pf humour to any pSEl of 
No. V.—Nov. 1828. [10] 
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the body—mortf ztrintly^ for a flow of humours from the braia to the 
paUtC) mouth, and nose—or ‘‘ s/jccto/isfiime,” on the palate, mouth, 
and Inngsj so that catarrh implies, catarrh properly so termed, bron¬ 
chus d&d coryza* Branchus vero, est excrcmentorum e caphO in 
fauces destillatio, mm vocia obscuritate fy faucedine^^^^kc.* 

1 have already noticed that the ancients appear to Jfave consideired 
catariiiNui sometimes producing ulceration; now, by duly attending 
to this fact, whilst perusing their writings, we shall probably be led to 
beliere, that some at least of their observations imply, that the matter 
tfaSipn up by cou^ng was frequently of this description. When too 
^{propter tenuitatem,) it could not be readily expelled by t]ie cough 
ch it so vehemently excited, qua caput magis repletuv, & peri- 
culum est ne pulmones exulcerentur,’’ and they point out in many 
passa^, as Hippocrates has done before them, that a peripneumony 
wa8i;td bO'Sl^TcImnded from an angina, on the seventh day; which will 
hold good of croup on many occasions (but not 'of common angina,) 
in its general reSdlt, if not early restrained in its advance to a fatal 
issue* through a determination to the lungs. 

It may be remarked that tlie older practice in catarrhal affections 
was pretty active, of which indeed we have stated some autlioritios. 
Possibly,'JUs early depletion may have checked tlic rapid advance of 
croup to am^branaceous and fatal tenuiiiation on many occasions; 
whilst at the same time, the idea entertained of the fluxio^ tending to 
the jugtdor veins^ led them to look for polypi in them, Vather than to 
the windpipe for a membranous exudation; which, if actually present 
or S^t up by partial iragm^ts, was esteemed to he the internal coatol 
the parts separated by ulceration, or actual pus, inspissated by remo¬ 
ra, in the parts tliemselves; and in either way inuy have thus obviat- 
% 

• **Unde cUam iota Mena, (trachea,) interdum dicitur Bronchos.” Galen dt 
Comp. Med. lib, 7, 1240. Branches and bronchos appeal* to have a yery di&linct 
meaningin the old writers—thus (Gesner, GreehLexicon, fol. 1545, deuncs them) 
raucedo, morbus cum guitur ^ arteria fotarrho occupantur—but 
aigmfiesthe throat only,or guttur, or the whole aspera arteria,as Galen above ex- 
plainsit. When now we speak of 6rr)nrA«a, we certainly have noteithcr the throat, 
(guttur,) or trachea ip contemplation; but numerous instances sliow the unccr- 
tiin meaning of many of their terms, as we shall again point out, all serving to 
evinoe the great importance of a just nomenclature. Had this been adequately 
attended to by old writers, it is probable that many difficulties might have been 
obikled, which now perplex the ablest commenutors—not respecting croup 
alone, but’Mcewise Lues and various other diseases. Thus, throughout all the 
old tnidngv, whilst in symptomatology we find much to pereuade us that croup 
wii ftlMlHtf to the ancients as at present, yet in name, owing to erroneous pa- 
thdogy, we do not recognin it by any synonime. 
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ed thteilluatration, which a more perfect pathologynow bo luminouslj 

. unfold^. Tims, as respects the first position, Sennertus merely, con¬ 
forms to the ancient practice, when he says, p. 249, “Si quandoca- 

* tarfhhs tanto hnpetu ad pulmoncs Iluit, ut sufibcationis pellhilum 
impendent, d^da opera, ut materia in plures partes atatim miraha* 
tur^ revellendd^ derivando, catarrhus que sistatur intemis&^temis 
nicdicamentis exliibitis!” which treatment we may safely afflMt to be 
of too energetic a nature to be applicable to a sill^e case of common 

• catanhj^^nd as regards the second position, we shall shortly evince 

its correctness by extracts equally d^ved from their writings; vii|^t 
at the seme time, the erroneous theory which tau^t the distiUsfiim 
of the brain to go chiefly to the lungs, will probably explain, in 
why some of the symptoms of tiwhitis appear to be iAyolved in the 
account of their pulmonary complaints. ^ 

When speaking of coryza^ p. 332, Sennertus saya, 
monemus, inter rcliquas catarrhi species, leyis8im|te esse quselltin 
narcs, & minus periciilosam, quam guse fit in ai|w q »> arUkam vel 
pulmones;” in which we perceive a sufficient acknowledgement of 
catarrh infesting the trachea, distinct from other parts, as well as of 
its greater danger; but what catarrhal affection, except croup, is now 
admitted peculiarly to operate on that channel? Jjw 

Diffuse as Sennertus is on the subject of catarrh, he limM less so 
on that of an^na or cynanche, on which, following Hippocrates and 
Galen, after what I have already quoted from those and other autho¬ 
rities, it seems scarcely necessary to dwell. What he has saicLmay 
be found at p. 369, andseq. It would seem, as before noticed, 'that 
Hippocrates, under the head of embraced all the varieties 

of the disease, whilst some made a distinction between itand Sviccyxs; 
the former, particularly involving that species in wliich no tumoflr, 
&c. were present, but which often killed on the first day, or termi¬ 
nated in |'cripneumony*if running on to tlie seventh. Galen con¬ 
tended tliat the disputes respecting the letters X and K were useless* 
ainl he also mentions, Lib. de locis affectis, p. 752, ed. before ad- 
\crtcd to, that “Hippocrates affect us omnes qui cum spiratione dif- 
ficili, guttur aut fauces infestant, synanchas, hoc est anginas appel- 
lat.’’ This therefore even enlarges and renders more difficult the 
subject, since it must of course«embrace asthma and other affections 
impeding respiration. I much question, however, if he carried it 
fully to this extent. It is certain indeed that he drew a decided line 
of demarcation between inflammation of Uie fauces and angina, for, 
(6 epid. sect. 7,) he cvprcssly says, Quibuadam verd faudum in- 
flaiumatioues adeiant, aliis angina,” by the latter of which, adds Sen- 
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nertusy procul dubicTanginam intclligit inflammationem muscUtorum 

vcro inilammationem faucium^ partiim aliarum vz- 
cinarum,*^ &c.—now what is meant bj fauces^ is subsequently ex¬ 
plained ^ be» pars quae guise & gutturi pnejacct, *& duo dictu- 
rum meatuum ostiola comprehendit. Imd, (adds Sennertus,) ^xpvy^ 
ctiam ^ larynge 4* summo asperse arterias capitc a^cipitur, ut ita 
dum GHmtiusanginapiper inflammationem petpvyy^^ scu faucium*Ue- 
finity non solum int^fligenda sit, ea pars quae gulae & gutturii prapja- 
cet) ^ed ipsa etiam larynx et cjus musculi,” &c. p. 370, and he adds, 
p- 4fei, ** neque enim omnis suib^tio angina diceiida cst; alias enim 
&Jj!iftrrhi suffocativi ad anginam'reducendi essent, sed ea^oaltcni^ 
uKmdllb inpectore vitio existente^ ob faucium inilammationdm sudu- 
cationis periculum imminet,” &c. Tn following up the subject he ad- 
v^jl^^the Aitir divisions of an^na, viz.; Qpanche, parac^nanchc^ 

‘ I para^nanche, of which the first, Tynanche, 
is dm one th^ interests us in the present inquiry, cum in- 
flanuSatiban intendlaryrtgis seu gutturis musculis delitcscet, &nc- 
que ifUus^ neque /om, in ccrvice tumor apparet, unde ctiam laiens 
angina appellatur,” &c. 

1 have already frequently mentioned that every writer seems to 
acquiesce^dhis description of C^nanche, as originally given by Hip¬ 
pocrates. Now the different symptoms mentioned by all of them, ap¬ 
ply exehtsivdy to no case of angina or cynanchc of the present day, 
exerting croup: and if we admit, that in conjunction with various 
othep symptoms spread through their works on thi^ pariicular point, 
it approximates that disease as nearly as an imperfect pathology 
would permit; then it would seem clearly to follow, that Hippocrates 
was acquainted with croup, and drew his symptomatology of tynanche 
from it. Had his anatomical knowledge of the parts affected, and his 
mortm examinations equalled his unrivalled attention to the 
symptoms he has enumerated, we can'scarcely doubt, that his zle- 
scription of it in its details would have been so perfect, that no oilier 
disease would have been more accurately discriminated. Van Swif¬ 
ten in his Com. on § 783 of Boeuiiaavk’s Aphorisms, has asserted, 
that Hippocrates, in no part of his uorks has ever employed the term 
^nanche or parasynanche, in which, as far as my observations go, I 
find him strictly correct; it follows then, that under Cynanchc and 
paracynanche, he embraces every possible cariefy of angiiiosc affec¬ 
tion then known, and which I believe to be the same as at present 
discrimiii^^d; buthis especial description of the former, (Cynanchc,) 
seems tsJpblr almost solely to the characteristic form of croup of 
the pr^arax day—the lafem angina of some writers—and that men- 
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iioncd^j Gcelius Aurelianus as Earn quae sfhe man^esto tumore^ 
aiiie 7iomine roliqucruiit.’’ 

' We derive further evidence of this, I think, from what Semertus 
says under the Signa diagnostica, p. 371, 372, “ prsesenteitnutem 
un^pna in qi^acunquc etiam parte sit, adsunt imprimis duo; primd 
difficilis respir^o citra aliquod thoracis ac pulmonis vitium^iA nt 
seepe & suflbcationis periculum immineat,” &c« Et quidm quo 
major cst faucium & gutturis angustia, e6 pmcfi%oator eat angina,— 
At([ue ita h postcrioribus Graecis in specie descripta, om^ 

niuni periculosissima est & grav^unka, quae intra unam dtem,r^e- 
rumqiKAntra quatuor'jugulat.” Aph. 34, &c. Now, isanjfdon 
of angina known to us except croup, that kills in one day, or even 
less, as reported by some writes?—Neque enim turn parvitB0^Biali 
signiheatur* quod nihil conspicui sese prodit, sed quiamq^n^^dA^ 
adest, & summa respirandi difficultas, significator, tui&6#|if^|i^fi^ 
tcniis gutturis jiartlhxis hmrere^ ibique conclusum 
cluderc, atque ita subito strangulare,” &c. •This um part, advei^ng 
to tumour adhering to the internal parts of the tliroat, &c. seems to 
have a strong connection with the adventitious membrane of croup. 

The treatment of the disease, as detailed by Sennertq$« seems to 
have been vigorous from the commencement; such indeedMte proba¬ 
bly, most generally to have arrested its progress in the indpKnt state, 
and thereby precluded a frequent chance of seeing it at that stage in 
which a membrane forms. This, together with the erroneous views 
possessed of tlic qaturc of the complaint, may assist in explaimng, 
why it may have been frequently altogether overlooked, or when 
seen, to have been regarded as the result of suppuration in the parts, by 
wliich tlm internal coat of the trachea was supposed to be thrown off. 
Be this how ever as it may, evidence suflicienll apprehend exists, con¬ 
nected with what has been before mentioned, to prove the expulsion 
of a membrane to have bcc?h frequently noticed. As to tlie curej 
Seimcrtus says, p. 374, ‘‘in omniangina5flfn.grMi?M5WM“.?«o«e&evacu- 
atione opus cst. Est<|uc venacscctio optimum, prmsentaneum ^ compen- 
diariuxn in hoc morbo remcdiuni. ’’ 

I have already remarked, and am the more confirmed in my opi¬ 
nion from various passages of Sennertus and others, that the phlegm 
evacuated, very coxmnonly Regarded zspus arising from ulceration 
of the tracliea; although the statement satisfies me, that at least, on some 
occasions, it was of the membranous character of the discliarge in 
croup; thus, p. 388, under “ Vvln^ra& CTccra Asperae Arteriie,” we 
read, “ interdum etiam bronchia & car/i/aginc« Asperse Arteriae tussi 
re; quod tamcn ex pulmonibus, fre^icntius accidit, rard cx 
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Aspera Arteria, qua? durior est, quam ut vivente homine tarUam cor- 
rt^iionem pati possit.’’ And among the causes of asthma, p. 452, 
(which it will be remembered, served as a general title for every va¬ 
riety of difficult respiration,) we find, Eodem modo a crudo tuber- 
ado oriri potest Asthma, non solum in Asperis Arteriik consislenieJ^ 
&c. Now, are we at present acquainted with asthma ari^ng from Such a 
cause, K least, as frequently as former accounts would lead u? to 
suppose? If, however, the term asthma was really so general in its 
acceptation as to embrace every kind of difficult respiration, from 
whatever cause arising; then it mav, without any dpubt, be presumed 
to apply at times to croup, acconqPbied witli thb discharge oii^a mem¬ 
brane, and which is above denominated tubercle* 

That spasmodic croup was familiar jfco them, under the appellation 
of tUBsis convulsiva, &c. 1 have no doubt Atp. 450; ^^Partium 
aut^' per quas aer transire debet, vitio puta narium, oris, & fau- 
cidm, lit et trachsm angustias, difficilis respiratio, imo sulfocatio inter- 
dum induci potest’’-—“ ynprimia ver6 si aspera arteria^ ^prsecipue 
^us caput seu laryngis rimuloj vel obstruatur, vel astringetur & co- 
arctetur, vel a quacunque causa angustior reddatur.” So also at p. 
466, Tussis vehemens interdum sufibcat, non tarn re aliqua obstru- 
ente, qu||& iterate sine intermissionc valida efflationc,” &c. 

Since asthma implied so mudi in the older authors, wc are not to 
wonder at infemts being considered as highly obnoxious to it, althougli 
we may well place many of the accounts transmitted to us of this 
description, as being truly cases of croup, for astlima in its legitimate 
acceptation, is not now a disease, that commonly occurs at that early 
period of life. “ Infantes (says Sennertus,) autem suffocate nisi ma- 
turis auuliis sistatur, & avertatur,” p. 453, and in various other 

Without taking up time in detailing his remarks on the “ Differen- 
iise VodSj^^ I shall merely state that amongst them are enumerated 
the rauca & clangosa; the former of which he explains by ‘‘quae fit a 
membrana^ qum laryngem & asperam artcriam iiivestit, prscter-nalu- 
ram affecta^ exasperata, & insequali reddita,” &c.; of the latter he 
says it is “ sub-raiua, sed acuta fcr6 & sonora, qualcmpleraque ani- 
molia, quae collum habent oblongum, ut grues, cdunt,” &c. p. 463. 

Speaking of cough, (Dc Tussi, p. 466,) he says “ Postevius vero 
accidit, ubi in respirationis instrumentis, / umor hseret, qui ojici non 
potest, vel quia ob lentorem & crassitiem, bronchiis pulmonis nimis 
tenadter aAzeret.” He, as well as others, frequently mentions 
worms conned up, which 1 am disposed to think were in some in¬ 
stances, portions of membrane, whose origin being so imperfectly com- 
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prehesded, as we have shown, it is not suqirising tliat they should 
mistake them for worms, polypi, and other matters of a like descrip¬ 
tion. There is at least no such description given, as warrants a full 
acquiescence m these discharges being worms. 

In the third volume of his works, under the head De Infantium 
C 2 <r«^ionc,”wdhave a chapter Catarrho^ tmn^difficUireapiratione, 
p. ^15, wherein he says Ezerementitii ergo hi humores, si nares 
cvacuari non possint, in asperam arterimn ddabwUur^ &tu8sim exci- 
• tant’’«“ an veru difficultas respirationis fit ex materia k capite de- 
scendente, an vcrd.ex sanguine pituitoso, h Anis ad pulmones adscen- 
dente, aognoscitur ex eo, quod Capite descendit, catanhus & 
simul tussis adcst, & inter respirandum atertor quidam ac sonus per- 
cipitur’’—(here it is seen that a marked distinction is drawn between 
catarrhus & tussis.) Catarrfii hi ^ inde aequena oc d^fieUis 

rcsjnratio in infantibus, non negligenda sunt, cum tusses non 
gilias, ^c. fyc, inducere, immo catarrhi auffoo^pionem ^ moriim 
udferre jwabint.^^ Can such strong cautions apply to commem colds 
and coughs, even in children^ arc they not strictly refcrrible to the 
attacks of croup? 

From the above abstract given of Sennertus’s prolongedpbservatious 
on catarrh, angina and sundry affections therewith conne^ied; 1 can¬ 
not but iliink 1 have indisputably established the fact tRat croup 
was not unknown to him and his predecessors] However imperfect 
or incorrect dieir tlieories may have been, many of the symptoms 
noticed arc scarcely applicable to any other disease than croup: and 
although much of what is quoted must be received with caution, on a 
quobtion of die nature of tliat we arc considering; especially as the 
whole is jiot exposed to view, by wliich much connecting strengdi 
might be added to our remarks; yet I cannot for a moment doubt, tl&t 
under some of the diseases mentioned, croup has borne a very con¬ 
spicuous part; shrouded*, however, as I have repeatedly stated, by the 
extravagance of the old opinions, and probably from a less frequent 
autopsia than now prevails. 

My further remarks are given without any particular attention to 
the times of the authors from whom tlicy are extracted; but 1 shall 
give them chiefly from those whose writings are anterior to IfOO, so 
that they may be considered as dicing previous to those, for the most 
pari, who have been regarded as giving the first admonitions of the 
disease. 

It would be urging too greatly the kindness of my readers, to press 
upon them the mass of materials 1 have collected on this subject, 
which I regard as bearing closely upon it; I« shall therefore princi- 
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pally refer to the authorities in question, and tlic pages in which J think 
the subject is illustrated; thus, in Prosper Alpinus, an autlior of 
about 1600, we find much to dwell on, in his treatise de Medicina 
Mcthodicoy lib. 7* cap. 10, entitled ‘‘De Medicamentis ad gutluris ' 
plitegTOonemj quam Angmam vocant,” wherein wc discover refer¬ 
ence to croup in a manner scarcely to be disputed. His distinctions 
between the external afiections accompanied with tumour, and the 
internal, are highly deserving of attention, as are also his observa¬ 
tions in the treatise “ deprmeagienda vita morte a?gro;orz/m,”cap. 
8 * p. 251, Leyd. ed. 13V0, headed, “ Quid bene & mule spirare in 
morbis significet,’’—-so also in otl^r parts, as p. 419, 422, ^9, &c. 
when speaking of the matter ejected he says, “ In pleuriticis pulmo¬ 
nis, ac vel etiam in Asthmaticis, quod projeci non possit, stertoreni 
ac jpbuUitionem inducit, saepeque siifibcat, aut empyen'a facit”— 
vero, quae tussi excemuntur, fieri ab humorc crasso, & tc- 
pulmonis collecto, atquc a calore iusigiii, Galen, in lib. 
6 .^i^^;tradidit; addimus formam rotundam, quod glutinosus humor, 
in Attma Aspera conledcuB^ eandem cum illo fonmm acquiret^ hiqui- 
dem ipsa globosa est, & cavitate interiore in orbem circumducbi,’^ 
&c.~Atp. 532, “Quid in morbis acutis Cerc/mn biguillcct,” wcina^r 
also findwple subject of reflection, whether much of wliat is said 
may noMi deemed applicable ^to croup. 

Fernelius, lib. 5, of his paliiologia, cap. 9, affirms, that he had, 
( ea ^ vidiaset^) seen angina kill in eighteen hours; and P. Poi euius 
Op. om. 1698; confirms what has been before said, that “omnz5 respi- 
randi difficultas^ asthma appellatur,’’ p. 301. 

Horstius adds his weight to the distinctions of angina in the fol¬ 
lowing terms:—“ Gravis est ilia species ang^nce, cum guttuns inlerni 
musculi sic inflammantur, ut nec|uc in faucibus, neque in cervice, 
quidpiam appareat; unde Cdso merito pestiferum acutumquc morbi 
genus, Gedeno morbus extreme peracutus, Kippocrate vero lethalis 
dicitur.” Lib. 3. de Morb* pect. Obs. 1.—Atp. 457, Epist. Astlmui 
Icthale^ after deatli, all appeared sound in the lungs, but “postaspe- 
ram arteriam secundum longitudinem dissecuimus; &ecce! quod visu 
mirum fecit, quam prope meatus pulmonum, per quos aer ad calorem 
nativum eventilandum attrahitur, carunculx quamplurimx nigne, in 
modum parvarum glandularum, fab^um & pisorum magnitudincm 
nunc eequantes, nunc excedeutes, inventr' sunt,” &c. 

Fabricius ab AquAPENDENTE, Op. cliirurg. Leyd. 1723, (he was 
born 1537, and died 1619,) has in his forty-fourtli chapter on Tra¬ 
cheotomy, (dq ^perforatione aspci-ae artcrisc,) in angina, many pas¬ 
sages which ^dem applicable to croup, which, however, I shall not 
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repeats In one pari of his work on angina, he relognises it as arising 
of itsel!*, or as succeeding to other diseases, as catarrh, &c. and he 
adds <^si intemse partes laborant^, nu^us urget periculum auffoca- 
tionis, quam si'externae.” Under tussis, asthma, catarrh, &c. evidence 
may also be acquired. 

Fabrioius Hildanus, a cotemporary, has, (Op. om. cent. 0, obs. 
10,) under ^<De periculoso catarrho su&cante,” given ns a ease 
which is worth transcribing, and which, 1 scarcely think any one 
' will object to as a decided case of croup of ^the strongest character, 
in a child of two years old, in 1608. 

“ Ci8ca 13 Julii, catarrhus cojmior in fauces & circa asperam ar« 
teriam dMluere incipicbat.’’~“ Difficultas tomen respirandi ita aucta 
fuit, catarrhu&que tarn copiosi ad fauces decumbere csepitvJ^ 14 
Julii, circa^esperam, stertor aliquis circa fauces aspcramqu^-r* ^*^**' ' 
pcrcipcrctur. Cienaoit tamenpro motet sed quia difficuh 
& steitur singulis inomentis augebantur, eadem hocte ni , 
vir ad me misit,’’ &c. Catarrhus tain copiose ad asperam a^tiriani 
defluebat, ut singulis momentis sufibcationis metus adesset: & medi- 
camentis quse iniseram, uti non posset. Confestim itaque ad me re- 
misit nobllis, petiitquc ut eaqua fieri posset diligentia ipAm adirem. 
Sed antequam petvenirem, puer jam maximis cum dolorflw"'& cru- 
ciatu hufibcatus fucrat.’’ 

A kind of ^hronic croup is detailed in obs. 22, in a man of thirty 
years, “ Vix credos, quanta fuerit tussis vehementia, atque asperitas, 
cum tanta raucedinc, ut tandem loquelam vix proferre posset. Nmi 
tantum autem matcriam punilcntain, viscosain, ct fcctidam, cruori 
permixtdin tussiendo copiose cxcemebat, verum ctiam lapides infi- 
nitos,’’ Ac. 

Manoub Silvi^rixus, (Libri tres de efficaci medicina, 1646,) ex¬ 
plains in some measure^ 1 think, the cause of not more frequently 
noticing the membrane in citmp, by what he says of C^salfinus^ 
^^Qui Jib. 2. Quaest. mcd. 12. demonstramt suffbcalionem in angina 
fieri magl'^ oppletis venis jugidaribus^ quam clauso laryngis osculo. 
Quod si verum est, ul equidemputo verissimumj^^ &c. Now, this opi¬ 
nion would necessarily lead in post mortem examination, to a place 
diSei ent from that of the disease. 

J. Hcurnius, a celebrated author about the close of 1500, in his 
treatise de Morins kumani Capitis^ under catarrh, from p. 329 to 
346, the whole of which deserves perusal, has many passages which 
appear to indicate croup as being known to himi 1 must be satisfied, 
however, in thus referring to his works genendlj. fjfk 

'Barbette, (Op. om. med. & chir- Genevb, 1688,ynas 
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much also 
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(under de affectibus^'colli, & angina,) evincing that croup was^dot un^ 
known to him. In the prognoatica, he says Angina nulla tuta; 
quantum minus tumoria^ tantum periculi magiSf^^ &c. and in a note 

Tumor apparet in tribua aliquando anginae speciebuj, nempe,para- 
aynanche, a^nanche, & parac^nanche, non vero in cynanchey^^ &c. In 
the/7rognom, he says Angina perfecta nunquam periculo 'caret, 
nam aliquando prtmo die aegrum suffbcat, sed ut pluiimum ante qaar- 
tum;” and he affords some useful remarks on fhe employment of bron- 
chotomy or laryngotomy in the disease. 

H. Regius, (medicina&praxis medica, 1668,) speaking of angina, 
<*qu8B est difficultas respirandi, ex inflammationc muscuioi am fau- 
mum, vei laiyngis guttur nimis arctante, orta,’’ &c. 

VxoiEBius, (Op. med. chir. 1659,^ agrees generally in the views 
ofiuigiua, with his predecessors; and he aids us in a knowledge of the 
of in the following passage:—^^Per fauces, [petfvyyet 
Bhiki Tocant,) intemus oris locus, ubi thm guise, turn asperse arteriac 
extrema conveniunt, int^lligitur; Per guttur quod xupvyyct nominant 
asperse arterise caput. He also particularly adverts to the danger 
of the transfer of ang^a to the lungs, producing peripneumonia, &c. 

John Vibo, (The whole works of that famous chirurgion. London, 
1586, blpok letter,) has a chapter <‘of an aposthume of the throte 
called Squinantia,” which establishes what 1 have already stated of 
the great import of impoathume in former times. In the throate 
there is often engendred an aposthume of a catarrouse matiier com¬ 
monly called of the olde doctours Squinanfia. Cornelius Celsus call- 
eth it angina, and it is a daungerous disease, causing the patient some¬ 
time to dye by suffocation or choking in the space of twelve liours, 
and sometimes of seven, or/owr, or two, ”—Agreeing in the fourfold 
division of the disease by Galen, he seems to point pretty clearly to 
the peripneumonic and cerebral sequelee which we see in croup, say- 
jng if the matter turns to the lungs, it causeth difficultie of breath¬ 
ing. If to the heade, it reduceth the perturbations of the use of rea¬ 
son,” &c. His remarks are appropriate, and especially in regard to 
the treatment, in which venesection is particularly enforced. “ All 
things must be done speedilie, for this disease suffereth not dclaie,” 
&c. Other pertinent observations are to be found in his chapter of 
remedies for passions of the throat, at p. 410. 

Sylvius, (Op. medica, Amst. 1679,) p. 212, de aeria inapirtdione 
laeaa, says Viarum ad pulmones tendentium culpft. inspiratio aeris 
abolebkur, quando vel os & nares simul plane obturantur, vcl larynx 
obstnuter, qiUprimiturve summopere in catarrho suffocativo dietk, 
angina, stran^latione,^’ &c. *^ldem accidit forsan, si ostium ia- 
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ryn^ crass&, viscidILque pituita sit plus nfiniks obsitum,” &c. 

Abohta ob asperam pulmonum arteriam Bumm^ angustatam inspi- 
ratio aefis pro incurabili h€d)enda^ m mox expiratione forti expellatur, 
quod iilam replet, sanguis, pus, pituita, vel quidvis aliud,” &c. 
Other observations might be quoted, but these are sufficient. 

Ettmuller, whose works were printed about 1590, has several 
obseivdtions, and even cases, spread throughout his writings, which 
appear to be connected widi croup in no inconsiderable degree. I 
* have already mentioned that he has opposed the absurd ideas of ca- 
tanh, as given by;the writeis who preceded him. 

Ramazzini, (Op. Om. Lond. 4to. ITIT,) has g^ven a series of ob¬ 
servations on the conaiitutionea epidetmeae of 1691, &c. wherein, (p. 
90,) he adverts to the prevaleq^ diseases, among which are apoplexy, 
pleurisy, ]:ftiipneumony, catarrhi suSbeativi, angina, eryupda^J 
of which. pne cactcris tamen afiectibus morbi pectoris graMi^ 
inagis, ac busta implebant.’’ He adverts also to the common < 
entertained of catarrh, in which he elucida^s the important, exten¬ 
sive, yet undefined nature of that disease, ^ handed down by the 
ancients; explanatory, in some degreje, of the nomenclatural difficul¬ 
ties in the present period, of diseases probably equally well known 
and acknowledged by tliem as by us, under other apj^la^ms; and 
proving, that medicine, like other sciences, has been retarded or ob- 
stiucted by the lepeated changes of their names. 

WiLLis, a writer of eminence, between 1640 and 1680, has given 
many excellent remarks on the subject of respiration. Among others 
he says, Though there are many causes and ways whereby the pas¬ 
sages of the trachea arc wont to be obstructed, yet chiefly, and most 
olten, a catarrhal distillation of the serum, while it depm4s from the 
blood, and flows 1>ut of the vessels bringing blood into these parts, 
winch being first thin and sharp, produces a troublesome cough; after¬ 
wards thickening by digestion, and cleaving to the aides of the tra¬ 
chea^ exceedingly straitens the ways of inspiration, and shortens 
them by quite stuffing up their extremities,” &c. Pharmac. ration. 

p. 22. 

“ The passages of the trachea being sometimes more nearly con¬ 
tracted and closed from their fibres convtdaively disposed^ deny a pas¬ 
sage to the air for due breathing. From hence, when there is no ob¬ 
struction or ill conformation in the lungs, as also no consumptive dis¬ 
position, yet from those fibres preternaturally convulsed and drawn 
together, dreadful fits of an asthma frequently arise. Besides these 
accidents of breathing hurt, there are certun others, which are stir- 
ipfl up by reason of the air prohibited in its first entrance, viz. in the 
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no«tnl 0 | the throat, ItJie larynx, from a tumour, or ill conformation: 
for the polypus in the nose, the quinzy in the throat, or inflammation 
of tiie tonsils do render a difflcult breathing.^’ 

In the following passage wc sec a strange mixture of right and 
wrong, which yet seems somewhat connected with the nature of 
croup* 

For seeing the blood emitted by phlebotomy, in rheumatisms, peri- 
pneumonies, and pleurisies, when it is cold, fe covered all over witii 
a tlun skin, altogether of the like substance with those concreted po¬ 
lypuses, it plainly appears that it passes with difficulty through the 
passages of the lesser vessels by reason of thos& viscous cxcxcmcnts. 
WhwefeK that it may pass by some means it distends tlrem very 
miielu imd sometimes breaks quite through them; also it frequently 
their mou t hs , and opens gapes into the trachol, insomuch 
ef the ex^nmasated blood are by coughing frequently 

for the reason i^mresaid, a peripneumony not only succeeds 
a plcKUrisy, hotfrequmtly a squinancy.” p. 59. A peripneumony 
con&g upon a pleurisy or quiqsey, for the most part is worse than 


ariu&gdf itself,” &c. 

Sonj^ivs, an author, or rather compiler of a most inflefatigable 
characm, in his Observ. Med. Raliores^ fol. 1644, has given from 
various sources much of what seems applicable to croup. Tic speaks, 
p. 206, <‘/)e latente ac difficUi as without tumour, but as 

the >ino8t formidable species; and he gives several cases of speedy suf- 
foehtion tn afetv hours^ some apparently of croup. Of these, one is 
from Brassavolus, in hia Com. on 22 Aphor, llippnc. lib. 3. of a 
child qf Aia own^ of seventeen months, by asthma^ (a term ef so ge¬ 
neral a nature, then, as to render it more probabl]/*a case of croup,) 
** quern dum audimus, patema misericordia commovemur, & referen- 
tes horrescimus. Adde praeter sonuSi, quern ingentissimuin edit, 
non potens nisi lecta cervice spirare,” &c.—Schcnckius, still dwell¬ 
ing on the superior danger of angina, in which nothing is appareni, 
mentions cases of death in eighteen, twelve, and even ten hours, a ra¬ 
pidity known only in croup. One from Lusitanus, (Cent. 7, Curat. 90,) 
in which death occurred iu twelve hours; fuit igitur smvus hie mor¬ 
bus angina, asperam arteriam occludens, &respirationcm impediens,” 
&c« He likewise refers to a case from Lanfkanc, (An. 1270,)ofawo- 
man in angina, cured by inmsion, that seems allied to croup, for he 
extracted from ^ wound, frustum magnum viscosaj materiae & 
foctentis, riettf quoddam intestinum longtim plus 4“ gros~ 

snmj Urdus mt^oHt digiH (piontitfUe: quae quidem materia calore fit- 
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prat wtraneo condensatay qua quidem remota,* remansit locus sine 

foetore,^^ &c. p. 211. 

At p-' 203, Obs. 1 . De SuffbetUione. Filina Marci Pereaii, 5 
mens*e 8 natus,' bene habitus, tiullo pracedenti alio affttiu^ subko cum 
Mlridore & rcspirationis difficultate, e medio aublatua est Quo gene- 
re moftis quoquc, cum dtios amisslBset filius, causam scire cupiena, 
ipso logante, pectus aperuimua: & in regione juguli, glandulam illius 
loci, in strumam quandttni magnam pendentem, spong^osam, ve- 
nistfue referlam, & quae bencficio mcndiranarum dumtaxat, vaais 
inaximis illis, juxt^ jugulumasccndentibua, adhaerebat, excrevisae de- 
prehcndiiuus: quadam materia & sanguine oppleta: quo 

subito irruente, strumamque illam dllatante, adeo, ut vaSa iUiua loci 
premeret, sufTocaium fuisse in^tem judicavimua,” tie* Ha ^otea 
ViERus aaliis author, and aldiougU he conskU^ it a 8 tr|iinou|g|[|||^, 
yet 1 cannot but think tlie case to have be^ one of croup, 
as two pieccding deaths had occurred in a similar way, and 
is represented as being in perfect health. , ^ ^ 

1 may refer the reader likewise to what is said by him at p. 222 , 
Dc Asthmati; 224 He Dyspnoea; 238 De En^py^oate; at Pv^4*^f 
De Cutarrho^ Obs. 3, part of a reply from Nsvius, iiK 1^869 tOvD. 
O. P. mcdicus ccleber: S. Scribis infantes apud noe Catarrlus 
stranu;iilatinnem ininitaiitibus smpenmnero laborare; atque e!t iis non- 
nullis Kpilopti<.is paroxysmiscorripi, ac petiainerationemmedendi,” 
&c. He (juutcs idso from Monavius, lib. 5, what seems applicable 
in a degree to croup, and adds, Nos quoque, infautibus etimn in 
cunifi adhuc vngieutlbus, bimulis nonnuUis, aliisque paulo m^jorUkus, 
hoc lualo aifectis, & de prognostico ceito alias perituris, vini anti- 
nioiiii gsaiia aliquot, pro cetatis, &c. cum felici successu, eXhibui- 
&c. 



mus. 


At p. 201, Ulcera Asp, AtU Zafyngtr,” he quotes from Ga¬ 
len, dc curand. 11101 b. lib. 5, cap. 12 . ** Alter veroadolescens, annos 
natus circiter deccm & octo, cum muliis diebus ex destillatione labo- 
I asset, primuin quidem sanguinem floridum, cum tussi expuit, non 
sane multum, postea vero etiam tunicse ipsius partem^ quse tegensin- 
Itinsecus arteriam, in fauces & os per ipsum mterim caput, (Larynga 
vocaiit,) ascendit. Videbatur autem mihi, turn ex crassitudine ejus 
conjectanti, turn segri sensu, iprius Laryngis esse internum corpus, ” 
I have been so copious in my references that 1 fear the patience of 
my readers will be exhausted; I shall therefore omit what 1 have col¬ 
lected from Bonctus, and a number of other authorities amounting 
probably to double of what is thus presented to vlewi^j^th only two 
01 * three short unconnected extracts, from hie works. 
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P. 497. Materi& crasaa aliquando continetur in ipsa arteoiarum 
aspeparum cavitate/’^p. 485, from Rhodius, ^‘Postquam A. Spige- 
liuB, plurimum deditua cxpcrimentis, deprehendib&et in orthopnoieis 
dissectis, inflammatam Asperse Arterise tunicam ob idateriam 'tenu- 
am ac biliosamipsi infarctam,”-—p. 57r, Obs. 3, disaeclioii, trachea 
arteria sanguine semi-concreto infarcta erat; quse suffocationis* causa 
fuit,” p. 594, Obs. 5, is taken from BaUanius^ (Cons. 76, lib. l,)«nd 
seems an undoubted case of croup, terminating in peripneumony. 
The immediate effects of the primary disease were no longer visible; 
but it terminated as now is seen, and as Hippocratos pointed out, with 
death about the ninth day.—^P. 6079 t)bs. 3, a" healtliy childiof two 
and a half years, dies almost iwantaneously, (1669;) dissection 
showed, inter annulum cartilaginepm secundum & tertium sub la- 
et scutiformi eartilagine, pituita (|U 2 edam crassa ihagnitudine 
piw ^ ipsa in parte aded impacta hserebat, ut summa vi ilia arctiiis 
in^mi non potoisset,” &c. from Mentzelius. 

adverted to th^ possibility of many of the membranous dis¬ 
charges from the trachea having been considered as polypi, but shall 
not pursue the subject further than to refer to the writings of F. 
HorriCAN, (Medicina Rationalis, 4to. ed. 1738,) in which much is 
said on the different subjects here adverted to. See vol. 3, p. 71, 
152, 371, 372; vol. 4, p. 3^9, 390 up to 400, and p. 439; vol. 6, p. 
314, 318, 320; vol. 7, p. 272, 279, 281, &c. 

Whether I have redeemed the pledge Iproposed at the commence¬ 
ment of these remarks, I must leave to the judgment of otlicrs; again 
however, remarking, that a great deal of the force of many of the qu(»ta- 
tions is lessened, from their separation from the connecting matter; 
and although I may possibly be thought on some occasions to have 
a&duced what may be regarded as problematical; yet I cannot but 
think, even with the abstraction of such, that enough is left fully to 
^satisfy the most fastidious, that the crOup has always been a subject 
of observation, since the very first moment that medicine has been 
exercised as a separate and independent branch of science. The fact 
seems to be, that scaiUely a case, (connected with the different diseases 
I have enumerated,) occurs, in which evidence more or less, of a know¬ 
ledge of the same events now occurring in, or following tlicm, does 
not exist, that they were familiar to every practitioner, from the days 
of Hippocrates, who has left any records of his practice. Hypothe¬ 
tical noetions founded on the erroneous opinions of catarrh, and its 
origin in the bciun, it is true, blinded their judgment, and too fre¬ 
quently cam^.them to regard the cause as the cilect. The inflam¬ 
mation of croup may tdkminatc in suffocation from spasm before a 
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membrane forms; even this, if not excessive in Agree, may be expec¬ 
torated; and yet tlie disease not beingfully broken, (by metastasis or 
otherwis'e,) falls on the lungs, inducing peripneumony; and if death 
ensues, no evidence of the primary disease may be apparent; the pa¬ 
tients die wit^ infarcted lungs or empyema, or fall into phthisis, 
whilst'the original complaint is altogether overlooked. The numer- 
ous«instances of membranes discharged under circumstances, (except 
from croup,) inexplicable, show that this disease, though known, was 
' not adequately comprehended. The ai^^na, (cynanche of Hippo¬ 
crates,) can elucidated only from our croup, or otherwise the 
Greck»must have had a disease i^nown to us; for, excepting croup, 
no anginose affection conforms tMie statements of iHppocrates rela¬ 
tive to cynanche. Inilammatic^ sine robore rel tmnorej^Tusris^ oum 
difficili res](firationc, approaching to atrangulatiOQ, (orthopnoe%)'flj^- 
known to present race of physicians, excepting in croup, 
said will equally apply to all the records of medicine from Hippoc^i^bh 
down to the present period. All these wri^ngs more or le^jl^evince 
a knowledge of croup, althou^ its pathology was not understood till 
lately. The former views of asthma, as a generic term, embracing 
almost every variety of difficult respiration; in&nfile asthma, former¬ 
ly so common, but now unknown, can only be fiilly explained by 
croup. Ulceration or imposthume in the trachea, to us unknown, 
receives a full explanation by our knowledge of croup. Worms and 
polypi discharged from the lungs, all were probably concretions of a 
croupy character, but which an erroneous pathology has transmitted 
to us. And although I shall not pretend to affirm that nM I have 
quoted is absolutely demonstrative of croup; yet 1 apprehend enough 
exists after making all due allowance, to prove that the disease in 
question is as old as our first authorities; and as Hippocrates^ re¬ 
fers to those who preceded him, it is equally probable, that as like 
causes are always followed by similar effects in the animal economy, 
they likewise.were acquainted with the disease. 


Art. IX. Two Ckiaea iUustTativt of the Pathology of the Nervous 
System. By William £. Horner, M. D. Adjunct Professor of 
Anatomy in the University of Pennsylvania. 


The precision with which the symptoms of disease during life, in¬ 
dicate the organic lesions going on within dhe body, is frequently so 
strikingly illustrated upon dissection after death, that the physician 
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is ready to rank his A an exact science. A dream so gratifying is^ how¬ 
ever,* scarcely excited when additional experience dispels it, and leaves 
the votary of medicine still to deplore thi imperfections of * his art. 
The two following cases will serve to show the correctness of these 
observations. In tiie first it appeared as if each organic derangement 
was immediately indicated by its appropriate symptom, and thereby 
communicated to the practitioner in language not to be misunderstood. 
In the other tiie ordinary sympathies and Alliances of the system 
seem^ to be quite as completely asleep, or so obscure as to render 
it impossible to detect what was going on internally. 


bcAvel^i 



lils I. Fuhnonary CbnaMnpJRi with Mrachnitis of the lirain 
9iarraw**^H*' fifi a Idack girl, aged twenty, a donicstit 
fy of Srineilkant of this city, was taken unwell about the 
li'of July, 1887. The symptoms which appeared were a dry 
I, vMi not ttMBsh heat in it$ pulse frequent; dillicully ol 
on ascending ^^ight of stairs; slight head-aclic; no appelile; 

menstnuitioa F^;ular up to the last jjcriod; tongue 
.no drrammmpnt ui the viscera of digestion; a sound ol 
Mmewhat fattened m percussion on tlie right side uiidei 
the 

1 directed hm- a diunkai diet consisting in milk one pint, mixed 
with Water one pint, and In^ad four ounces, which was continued for 
one month, witli an evident^^provement in the symptoms; for she 
stronger; the expression of countenance was better, and her 
hnsatiuBog^aasier. 1 observed, however, the frequency of pulse tocon- 
tuauei it was seldom less than 140, and generally 1 GO in the minute. 
As she was extremely diffident, 1 often cliarged her witli being agitui 
this she denied. There being, however, no local pain, except 
in'm head and that siig^ 1 most confess tliat notwithstanding her 
/kssertions, 1 attributed much to aviation. 

The symptoms seemed at the exjuration of ilic month to have worn 
away so completely, witli the exception of tlie state of pulse, that I 
gave her permission to live more freely, indeed almost as usual, and 
discontinued my visits. The only medicinal application during this 
month was a blister upon the upper front part of the cliest, which 
was kept open for some days. • 

1 saw nothing of her afterwards till about the middle of Sepiembei, 
and supposed her well; 1 was then informed to tlie contrary; and as 
in conse^MBBUgtf.a newspi^er paragraph, the tea of liverwort had 

attention *for pulmonary affections, her 
mistresHeiAefi m exhibition in her case. This was conceded, ahd 
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perseffred in for fifteen or twenty days, without the slightest bene- 
'ht, except that she thouglU her head relieved by it. About the* close 
of the administration of thflK-emedy, her stomach became exceedingly 
disordered, ajud rejected every thing for a day or two, when its ex¬ 
treme irritability ceased, but with an entire loss of appedte. 

* October 15M, ISSr.—At this period the symptoms are, one eye 
tailed from its axis, squinting, double vision; artioulation radier 
slow; does not complain of pain in tlic head; pulse one hundred and 
sixty; respiration rather easy and tranquil; no pain in .thorax. 
Percussion bciieato the right clavicle, yields a heavy fle^y sdliaid. On 
the application of stetlioscope no mpiradon heard there, but it iihfard 
in other parts of the same lung. Sound and respiration of 9i|^f'hing 
good. No complaint of abdomen. Lots olFwpetite. ^ directUAtflie 
renewal of the blister to the thorax, and ordjw^^titfbt. benff^ 
gtt. XXX. three times a day. 

A few clays after this she became inlMpable of £scha]^||ll|^^tor 
urine: the bladder distended ancTprodUchd the excessive pai^'attelid- 
ing that state. Her ai liculatiun was brdken by sobs and oritl^ with 
stuttering and thick speech. The lower extoemHies becaaato ^Urtjlbai- 
less, though extremely painful when touched or moved 'dbmp^l Iftfid 
the other symptoms of cerebral disease increased. The bl«ldOT Was 
relieved of a pint and a half of very foetid urine by the cadietw, to 
wliich instruipentl resorted every day afterwards so long as she lived, 
from the incapability of discharging the urine still continuing, at¬ 
tended with pain and extreme fretor. For two days before death idle 
became comatose, like one under the influence of laudanum, and 
died, November 4tli, 182r, by a very gradual and easy extinction of 
life. • 

1 examined her twonty-flve hours after death, in company wi&^r. 
Mkjgs. stating to hin^ previously that 1 had experienced much diffi¬ 
culty in satisfying myself, od the diagnostics of the disease. That J 
felt assured, from percussion and auscultation, that the right lung 
under the clavicle was camified, as in consumption; but that she 
never had any thing like night sweats from the beginning to the 
end of her sickness, no local pain, no cough of any constancy, and 
no expectoration. The symptoms in fact of hectic fever had never 
been evolved; latterly she had'on two or three occasions spit up a 
very trifling quantity of matter resembling a softened tubercle, but 
this was all. 1 also told the doctor, that to account for the symp¬ 
toms, we, on the principles of physiolof^eal medio^m ou^t to find 
the brain about the corpora striata and thSami 9r (Untied, 

and also the medulla spinalis in the same wly- 

No. V. -Nov. 18628. II 21 
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Jluiopty.^Middle atrophy; with a very tranquil expression of face; 
frame well developed# 

Head. Dura mater presented the app4bancc of being half dried 
on top of hemispheres. Pia mater congested with red ijlood. Arach- 
noidca at basis of brain much thickened by coagulating lymph, iden¬ 
tified with its structure; this was more eminently the case about i;he 
chiasm of the optic nerves and the inferior part of tlie third ventritle. 
The ventricles contained about one ounce of serum; the fornix was 
lO a PplpT* Boft state, and the septum lucidum was sti etched and re- 

there into fasciculi of fibres, forming a very imper- 
ifnon between the ventricles# The arachnoidea of vchtticles 
nnoBrioDsiy thickened. Corpora striata softened. An inflammatory 
aAkfion injected with red hlood and rylindiical, caused the thalami 
to^li&skp; ||>osribly tbiit^adhhsion mi^t have been the commissuia 
idlllBilly tot if so, it wSs lower down and further forward than usual, 
Stroiigsr. Subolonce of bnun showed numeious led points 
titlMSels# Nothilig fttuo^ble about cerebellum, pons and mc- 
d|^ ^lofigata; except that whereverthe aiachnoideastietched ftom 
to emiaeuoe it was thickmied and inflamed. 

yfiflUfln 8|dliaiis# Dura mater natural; tunica arachnoidea inflam¬ 
ed JtS whole length and thickened, adhering very closely to pia 
mater, and to the roots of the spinri nerves. Textuie of medulla 
softer at places than natural. 

Thorax. Right lung carnified in its uppei lobe, and adhering to 
dm thorax where it gave out the flattened sound; law tubeicles in 
great ^tolStonce through its structure, but none ot them suHenod; 
permeable imperfectly to air in its two lower lobes. Lett lung poi- 
meable every where, but abounding in immature tubcicies liOma hue 
in diameter; none of them softened, llodii naluial. 

AMomen. Liver healfliy, with the exception oi a tew tubeicu1.ii 
gmsMS interspersed in it. Stomach cohbuned a thin, daik-cnluutod 
fluid, smelling disagreeably; mucous coat somewhat biowiKvI, and 
the lymphatic glan^ along its lesser cuivatuic, and in Ic-^siei onicii- 
tum, enlarged and tuberculous; some ot tlicm weie seen m tlietlnck- 
ness of the btomach, along its lesser cuivaiuie, liom one to two lines 
brO$d. Intestines geperally healthy; at least the maiks of disease 
were not evident, with the exception* of a hglit slate-colour at then 
upper part in the mucous coat. Organs of genera+mn gcnei ally health}; 
the* intern ri coat of uterus injected with blood, and could be raised 
easUy ef a knife. 

myHillPKtS neglected to look at the mucous coat ot the ileo¬ 
colic jlMHtoffillntthaf of the bladdei, winch lattoi oigan, at the time 
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of Jesthy contained some of the dreadfuUj fodtid urine, a little of 
which escaping by pressure made the room almost intolerable to us. 

I consider this case to haTe been one of Ae most satisfiwtory for 
elucidating th‘e location of disease by the lesion of ®r in 

other words, for illustrating jdLysiological medicine. Witijhitat the 
—squinting, and without the paralysis of the bladdcf, it would W*® 
been very difficult to ascertain what was going on in the bkuii^ fitd 
spinal marrow. 

Case II. Bamolliasemefit of Heinispheroi qf Cm 
Waggoner, aged sixteen, a resident of Bellefonte 
Pennsylvania, received at harvest-tinie, XSSTf A sl^^t 
internal cantlius of the left ey^ from:>tll|S 4^0^^ 
trying to lAock off his hat. In a rimirt tune a * 

gan to show itself at the part, and whiefa^ itfits 
eye-ball upwards and outwards, and desttoyod Its ' 

ter lie was brought to the Penwylvanin'JBye^lBfinnaTyf an4i 
to the professional care of Dr. Isaac Ashe could no4] 

modated in that institution, he was tnuMfiuredvtOifte Abns^ 
put under the charge of Dr. Gbasowj^who, mrDecembeir P 
in the presence of the clinical class, extirpated the tumour^ 
with it the eye-ball. In this operation all the contents of the^bit 
Avere removc^i and a part of tlie infci-ior margin of the orbit, whieh 
was in a softened, ulcerated 6tate. 

The tumour was spheroidal, from two to two and a half in 

diiimeter; was semi-transparent, traversed by small ligamei^l^ttt fibres, 
and had the consistence of tliick glue when permitted to 1^ after 
being brnled. It was principally albuminous as j^coagulated qifd be¬ 
came opaque on immersion in spt. wine. 1 did not see Wagg M^jj^ f- 
terwanls till May 1st,, when the suigical^^uds of the house 
cd upon me in the usual routine of business. The 'tomour 
the mean time resumed its growtli, had swidlen enormously tM^Cncle 
of the face, resembled in structure the first onmj^d was subject to 
occasional bleeding. It was a dattened oval of me inches in die¬ 
ter, and had a fungous appearance. It filled up the orbit, had 
displaced or removed the whole anterior parietes of the u^rijaw, 
as well as of the side of the nose, and also ocoapied the azxtnkm, and 
had shoved downwards the left emmer of the moOih. 

The patient at this time, as might be expected, wae WOelEcncd wd 
emaciated; his appetite was mameren^ tie 
crcisc daily by walking in the ward, or M tte 
Avere good, not obviously impaired, and neil 
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He was sometimes Sprightly when he could withdraw his reflecUoiis, 
from.his horrible condition. Considering his case hopeless, 1 pre¬ 
scribed for two or three weeksy only common cerate dres^ng; and 
black drop at nig^t. ^ 

In the mean time the discharge from the tumour became so oflfen- 
give, that to correct it, I directed it to be washed once or twicb daily 
with pjrolignepus acid. Persisting in this application for a week, 1 
was stmek in the progress of it with the tendency of the tumour to 
slouidi. ^ encouraged me to keep on witli the acid, and the tumour, 
ishtiig ill size, by the detachment continually of large 
at length the,pleasure of seeing almust the whok of the 
witii the exception of^sonae deep-seated parts, of but small 
eas, entirely rem 99 ed^^d what was quite as unexpected, even 
8 of the shin begaitto cicatrue. The falling oil of the tu- 
afxight^i eiKtAvation in the place of the upper jaw, one 
^axposed the Jleft nostril in its whole length, the septum 
>m anterior to posterior margin. 

of the^umour and of its sloughing, Waggoner had 
facet oiSQ in the forehead, especially the left; and this 
with .iremission^till his death, which occurred June 
9, at nine o’clock, AT M. Till the day before hie death 
exercise as usuah On no occasion had he a symptom of 
paralysis, partial or general, nor of convulsion, nor interruption to 
his urine. His senses were perfect, and also his intelligence. In 
my attendance, I often directed such questions us might iiifuim me 
otdeteSMU^ent of cerebral structure, if any existed, and in>ariably 
the rej^^s only alluded to the pain in his forehead. The evening 
befipre Ms dea^ he^omited freely, and threw up some bilious mat- 
teSj!.-. The want of cerebral symptoms, the sloughing of the tumoui, 
&Tourablc time life, excited some conjectures on his 

.e rccoyeiy. 

Jhslopsyf twenty^seven hours efier JeatA.—-Head. The centre of the 
anterior left lobe ^the brain was resolved into a soft putiiUge 
equivalent to abouxthree-fourths of the whole lobe. The pciipliery ol 
the lobe enveloped this mass; tlic bottom of tiie lube was not moie 
tha^wo lines in thickness at most points, and at one point it was 
permuted by the ramollissement, an^ led to an ulceration of the 
itar ^ocesB of the frontis, communicating with the cavity of the 
le parietes of the ramollissement were six or eight lines 
The whole c^prpus striatum of that side was dissolved, 
ot consequently invaded the parietes of the Iclt 

la * 






93 


Horner’s CaA» of Diteiue of the Brain> 


About one-third of the right anterior lobe^ b&denng upon the an- 
teiior margin of corpus callosum, was also dissolved in the'same 
waj^, and about one-half of the corpus striatum of that side. Adhe¬ 
sion of the p[a mater of an inflammatorj kind, eusted between tiie 
flat bides of the anterior lobes, and thereby the ramollissement of the 
two lobes formed a common mass. The wh(de of 4ie foraucian^^of 
the*&eptum lucidum, and a thin lamina of the nndcassnrflco'lifme 
corpus callosum were dissolved. The entire cerbbrutn ucas serial 


degi ees below the common consistence, both in the 
dullary substance.* The cortical covering of the convomum 
antcilA* two-thiids of^he cerebrum was of a 
the remainder was of tlie natural toklir«'> ^ ^ ^' 

Tile putillage or lamollissenvent cirttfirtijiiiii blife of core 
ter, mixed Vith cerum ami red blood, its bottidailos were 
defined. In the centre of the mass it was dtfluettt, lAA hi 
it lecedcd from the centre, less and less so, until iil 


me- 


IJl 


bly with the surrounding cerebral matt^. « 

The cerebellum was sound. f ' ^ 

The arachnoidea ofthe whole base of the iMin was tiuOkeil^^ 
opaque, and in that state surrounded^e nerves of the'lMwiH ’iMliWO 
under suiiacc of the cerebellum, of ^e pons vlirolii, and of^lne- 
dulla oblongata, it was not only thickened and opaque, but had a 
coating of purplent coagulated lymph. 

The red inflammation of the pia materwas veiy conspicuous, where 
the ramollissement of the two anterior lobes coalesced, apd on the 
under surface of the left lobe where its periphery was At 

the latter spot the dura mater was ulcerated through to the extent 
of twelve lines or more in diameter. 


Beneath tlie ulceration of the dura ma^, at the side of 
ethmoidal gutter, was the ulceration just nludcd to, of the < 
piocess ot the os frontis, cqbal in extent to the liole in the dura* 
mater. It was not, however, a single hole in the bone, but several 
of (liflcrent sizes, giving it a riddled appearance^l^ forming a com¬ 
munication between the cavity of the orbit and of the cranium. I am 
not certain whether any part of fKe dissolved brain actually found its 
way before death into the orbit through these boles; tiiere was, how- 
cvet, no impediment, unless it might arise from their bein^ rathei 
too small. There is no doubt that a probe might have been passed 
from tlie orbit into the very centre of the ramollisement, if the com¬ 
munication had been suspected before death. ^ 

The thorax was perfectly sound, and no disease'^Mt 
the abdomen. The bladder was distended ^tii urine. 
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The medulla spiualxs and its membranes were perfectly sound- 1 
was struck with the facility, with which the medulla spinalis, after its 
membranes were peeled off, couM be divided from one end to the other 
into an indefinite number of strings o^ cords, running parallel widi 
one another, like the fibres of a piece of white oak. I imagine that 
this test will be found to prove its healthiness, when there is a doubt 
of ifo bring taw hard or too soft 

Thw remarks upon this case are, 1st, that no satisfactory date can 
be MUpid for the conunencemcnt of the softening, or its cause. 1 
aH^HMl to consider it as a consequence of the tumour of the orbit, 
|Olevriopihent aftor the operation caused^'the absorptioif of the 
/reprocess of the oS fronds^ and irritation of the adjacent part of 
tl^^lnrain, andoftts mrildMBes. 

is surprising such cerebral disoiganization Vas follow- 

irit nalUMn: by sK^ienrioii or derangement of intellect, of the 8cnse>4* 

dd. Tixai the tumour ahotitd have sloughed so completely away uii- 
daf .the ap|dication of pyroligneous acid. Does not this indicate some 
tftdlJtMwii power in ii C^r wrii tumours well worthy of further iii> 
<|lto*and euperiment? ^ 

4ul 'The second progress of the tumour reduced the cavity of. the 
antrum, of the orbit, and of the left nostril, into one large excavation, 
the whole periphery of which was exposed at the time of death. This 
tumour, though it shoved the bones opposed to it out of ilieir place'-, 
and caused them to drop off, as for example, all the exterior side ot 
the left doatril, and the parietes of theuntrum above and in front, as 
well as the left os nasi, and nasal process of os frontisj did j et secrelf' 
pa^tchea of bone in its own thickness, and formed for itself iinpt*r 
fta^riiell at the back and external side of the antrum, perhaps by the 
dli^tiou of tlic latter. ^HThe septum narium did not give way, but 
iWas pushed over to the right ride as far as it could go. 




Apj- X. Case of Organic Biaease of the Brain. By John AVauj , 

M. D. of Boston. 

ict of this ease was a lad aged nearly ten years, wlio had 
ri [ed good health, and hud never been liable to pain, or 
affecting the head. Previously to my seeing him, 
r some time coVnplained of pains in the head, which came on 
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> tow^tf^ evening) but went off during the nighty so that he awoke in 
the morning appaiently m hi& usual health. 4 days before 1 fiist 
^ saw him,* he had received a blow in the side from another bojy which 
caused him to /all with some violence. Hia belief wasy that he did 
not strike his head; but wheffier he did or not, it is certain that the 
jor *given by the fall, was such as to produce very serious conse- 
quehces upon the brain. He was stunned, andupiMi nshigy was Hauiy 
and bewildcied, so as not to be able at first to find his way into the 
* house. These cftects, however, soon went off, but 
I OX} sms became aftci wards more severe, and were accotnpwRroi^e 
or twi^fc by nausea an3 Yonuting. ^ ^ 

Jipnl \Ath^ 1828, I first saw hitn, ihMlK in nttend^lGB an- 
otliei patient in the same houses and aome^lrdmedfes; 4* ^ 

was, hnwevei, very averse to taking medteimk luaSl^pailiculid^rlO'he 
uas so coinfoitable for a conaderable part of%e day, hisparenhl^d 
not insist upon the course lecommended, tSnd Ho esscmtjNl^leratidn 
took place foi more than a week. • ’ , 

•^pril 94th, he became much worse, and I saw him hgain. Ai^s 
peiiod he presented fhe following ■ymtitoibs>---'Ilie pains in thkiMoB 
weie veiy severe, and the paroxysm^Kad become more trequetd;»''aad 
extended throughout the whole day. The pain, although netirly con¬ 
stant in some degree, became at times so excruciating as to cause 
him to ciy out«loudly$ and whilst it continued, he wished to have his 
head held, and piessed veiy tightly by his motheiN hands, across the 
forehead, which was its principal seat. Theic was considerable sen¬ 
sibility to light and sounds no dilatation df the pupils, afid no im- 
ion 1)1 vision whatever, except that on the day on which he 
j;uw uoi^o, he complained for a short time that tilings looked )s 
il the ail was full ot smoke.” The respiration was geneially sloY^ 
though li ilde to bi quickened from slight The pulse varnki 

nitliout an} assignable cau^e fiom 56, which was the lowest nurabei • 
noted, to 84. Jt was geneially about seventy, but was raised 
b> Uie opi lation oi mcdiLtncs, oi by any other dSmtement or inita- 
tion to 100 OI even moic. Whim not excited, it was irregular 
with regtiil to the hngth of the interval between the beats, but was 
iic\ei, that I obsirved, intcimittent The tongue was coveied at 
fiist with a thin, white coat, which after a short time became brown 
and di}. Tlie stomach was exticmel;i ii iitable; vomiting often took 
place spontaneous!}, and was constantly produced by slight causes. 

It was alleviated only by the operation of cathartics. 

At this peiiod the treatment consisted in the repeated application 
of leeches and blisteis to the head Roth of wflich, howcvci, inifaUd 
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and disturbed ium very much, and were not well borne, 
the latter. Free purging was also employed, but it was very diiticult 
at first to get medicines to operate well, as much from the tendency 
to throw them up from the stomach, and from his aveasion to taking 
them, as from the torpid state of the bowels themselves. In the 
course of the three first days he took fifty grains of calomel, twentj 
of jalap, twelve of the powdered seeds of colchicum, eight of ihubfirb, 
and nearly two drops of Croton oil, a great part of which was rclain- 
ed/ fihlQta'the bowels were freely moved, and that not without great 
ir|mli^ pain, and vomiting. ^ * 

^(vwbout three webks the same plan of treatment was coifiinued, 
BQuYlCr as his great unwiHini^MS to submit to remedies would pcimit. 
fit bontinued to take coi^derabledobes of calomel, followed by such 
other cathartics could be 'taken or borne on the stoinacli, witli the 
intention not only of purging, but of affecting the system with mcr- 
SafiVation did not, however, take place. Duiing this peilod 
thaire was no material alteration in the essential symptoms, although 
;varied much at different times. Upon the whole, however, a 
but conriderahle improvement had taken place by the middle 
Still he continued to have the paroxysms of pain, whiih 
were often followed and relieved by spontaneous vomiting, mure par¬ 
ticularly in the morning. He suffered much also from the j).iin which 
accompanied the opeiation of medicine, but was worse if the bowels 
became costive, lie got some appetite, and although fiequeutly vo¬ 
miting his food undigested in the morning, he was still abh* to retain 
it at other times of the day, and gained some strengtli. The pulse 
continued as above described, though perhaps approaching moie lie 
quendy to the natural standard in respect to frequency 5iid regu 

This interval of apparent amendment was very shoii, andabot 
•Ihe 20th of May, the symptoms returned in theii oiiginal foice. 
Leeches and a blisjt^r were repeated, and he was then put upon a 
mercurial course wnh the advice of Dr. Jackson, who at this time 
visited the patient in consultation. Twenty grains of calomel weie 
g^ven daily, and the strong mercurial ointment rubbed fjccly upon 
the inside of the thighs. This course was continued for a fortnight, 
although the quantity administered did not every day amount to that 
above stated. His mouth did not become afierted, yet tlie sjstem 
seemed to be decidedly under the infiuence of the remedy; he gra¬ 
dually improved for the second time. His pulse became more natu¬ 
ral, his bo#e1s more regulai, his tongue clean, his appetite better, and 
his stomach more capable of hearing food. Still man> of the most 
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important symptoms of his complaint continuell to manifest them¬ 
selves occasionallj, and they were always called forth by the 'least 
irr^larity or improper indulgence in eating. Even a regular and 
moderate morijing’s meal was often followed by a paroxysm of paiHt 
which was only relieved by vomiting. 

In the beginning of June, 1 was absent for a few weekSf and this 
patient was attended by my friend Dr. Gno« Hayward. Huring-ttSs 
period he continued to amend still more rapidly than before^ tl^xiier- 
* curial course was suspended, and his apparent convale 
hastened by the favourable operation of a few doses O’f 
oil of turpentine on hiObnwels. Thron^jb^Btlfl JttlJ^ ifid 
part of August, he continued so veg^^i^tb i^nd^^tbati 
almost ceitain that no organic disease^oM 
phate of qufkiinc and some other (iiiiii ii iipl i 

vourablc effect upon the state of lus 
fited by riding and walking, but mone pact^lariy hj 
gained considerably in weight ancf in streng^ and 
some distance. His pulse became entirely natiirdl^ Mt 
open without medicine, and he was aide to AM |Alin 
food in moderate quantity. The lea^bfience, however, 
to quantity or quality was followed by vomiting aod* pain in 
and as his appetite was very good, few days during the summer elapsed 
In which he had not a paroxysm of pain, often accompaided by 
vomiting. 

Jlngiiht \7tlu Having been for a few ddys not so well as usual, he 
eat a very small quantity of corned beef, which did* not raddUy cU- 
gest, and produced liead-acho; he continued to grow more unwell, 
and on t1i£ 30th, a cathartic was prescribed, which irritated andtpeo- 
duced vomiting, without evacuating the bowels. His former syw* 
loins all returned, though with rather less Y^olpnce than beforef iHt 
little medicine was given on account of the irrimility stottaej^ 
and the great aversion to taking it, and the bowels were never pto* 
perly evacuated. Indeed those medicines whicU|||terc taken and re¬ 
tained, produced no effect whatever. On thewth he seemed less 
sensible to what was going on around him, though still capsble of 
taking some notice, and of answering questions rationally^ was 
also some insensibility of the pujiil, but no blindness, and nothing 
like the fi\ed glare of hydrocephalus. Hie next morning be was 
bei/.od with ionvulsions, and died in about dg^teen hours. 

Being absent from town myself on the succeding dajy the hi 
was examined, about ten hnurh after death, by my tiiends, 

No. V.—Nov. 1838. [18] • 
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Hayward and M^KWan. I am indebted to the latter for the (allow¬ 
ing account of the dissection. ^ ^ 

^^Appearances on dissection^ by J, W, M^Kcan^ M> Z).—Exter¬ 
nal appearance. Face and limbs emaciated; abdomen tumid. * 
Head. The integuments adhered very firmly to tfie cranium at 
the posterior part, and were unusually vascular. On opening the cra¬ 
nium, the dura mater appeared exceedingly tense. The veins of, the 
pia mater, more particularly tliose entering the longitudinal sinus, 
were very large but not distended. The convolutions of the brain 
were somewhat depressed. There was slight serpus effusion under 
the arachnoid and some portions of coagulabL lymph. On removing 
thb upper portion of the left lobe by thin slices, an evident deep- 
aeated fluctuation was perceived, and on opening tlie lateral vcntii- 
cle, five or six ounces of a straw-coloured fluid were (ollcoted, part of 
which was from the ventricle of the opposite side, and also from the 
third ventricle, the opening into which was greatly dilated. The 
fornix, septum lucidum, and the thalami were unusually firm, and ol 
unusual whiteness. Tlic consistence of the other parts of tlic cei e- 
brutn was natural; numerous red points presented wherever an inci¬ 
sion was> made. On dividing the tentorium slight adhesions were 
found between this and the cerebellum. On the left crus ccrebelli 
between the arachnoid and pia mater, a small globular tumour, was 
seen, one-third of an inch in diameter, of the consistence of the cor¬ 
tical substance, and of a granulated texture. On the inferior surface 
of the tentorium, near its attachment to tlic petrous portion of tin* 
temporal bone, on the left side, was a bilobated tumour, very firmly 
adherent, of fiimi consistence, of an oval form, «about one inch in 
length. In the left lobe of the cerebellum there were twp, and in 
the right lobe three round tumours from one-half to tlu-ce-fourths of 
an inch in diameter. On dividing one of tliem it was found to con 
sistofafirm cyst, containing a substrnce ol' a grcenish-yello^v co¬ 
lour, similar in its external characters to the matter found in encyst • 
cd tubercles of the lungs. These tumours were imbedded in tlie con¬ 
volutions of the cerebellum, and by care could be removed without 
destroying the texture of the parts. Those in the left lobe were les*. 
firmly attached to tlie pia mater than those in the right. I'he sub¬ 
stance of the cerebellum appeared ^css firm than natural, but no ra 
iMilisement existed around the tumours. The pia mater of the me¬ 
dulla oblongata was considerably injected, a..d a small quanliiy ol 
serous fluid was found at the base of the brain. The thorax and abdo¬ 
men were not examined.” 
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During the whole course of this disease the fTinctions of the brain 
lAiaffected in a remarkable degree. There was no failure of the 
powers of the intellect, memory, sensation, speech, or motion. There 
was hever any thing peculiar in his gait; his manner of walking at 
different times was determined wholly by the amount of his muscular 
strength. He moved precisely as any other person ould do who 
waf equally weak. His countenance was melancholy and his eyclftt- 
tlicr heavy. He was generally silent and depressed, and easily mov¬ 
ed to tears by very slight causes. So much improvement had taken 
place during the summer, that 1 was led to hope the complaint nu|^t 
be pri#iarily an affectlww of the digestive organs, and tfeit ho would 
tiuully recover, allhoughi had previously been firmly persuaded of tiie 
existence of some organic derangement in the brain. The event shows 
in how (jui^cent a state, a very considerable amount of orgamo dSs- 
oase may remain, so long as the digestive organs can be maintained 
in a natural and healthy state. 

ft is interesting to inquire what influence the fidl whieh occurred 
in the early part of this case may have had in its development. That 
the disease had been forming for some time before can hardly,-be 
doubted, and yet the sliock occasioned to the whole brain, may have 
had a decided influence in accelerating its progress. Some years since 
a case of Iiydrocephaliis occurred in a lad of the same ^e, a cousin 
of the present subject, in whom the first symptoms of the complaint 
tame on immediately after a slip upon the ice, which did not cause 
him lo fall entirely down or to strike his head, but produced in the 
eft’ort to save himself a very severe jar, thejcffccts of which were felt 
at once, and were followed by death in less than three weeks. In the 
t>rain in ilus case, notliing was found but a collection of water in the 
ventricles. 

In each of these cases the patients were confident that they did not 
strike tlieir heads, but experitmeed a violent shock at the moment of ^ 
the fall. 

Boittotu Septejnber 29/A, 1828 
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Art. .XI. Account of a Case of Osteo-sarcotna of the Left Clem- 
c/e, in which Exsection of that Bone was successfully performed. 
Bj Valentine Mott, M. D. Professor of Surgery in Rufgcrs 
College, New York. 

On a former occasion, the author of the following paper laid do,wii 
the principles which ought to govern a surgeon in relation to opera¬ 
tions generally, and gave in illmstmtion an account of a successful 
an^tatl^ at the hip-joint.* Since then, he has ^enjoyed the satis- 
faraoz^af seeing the same views beautifully sj*as»tratcd by Par- 
ton’s excellent operation for the production of an artificial joint;t 
and has himself presented a furtiier illustration in the successful 
ligature of,the common iliac artery.j; The instance nov* to be ad- 
dutjed, is of a character to supply all the confirmation desirable to the 
estwHshment of any such piinciple, and wc think it may hencefor¬ 
ward bo r^jarded as an axiom^ tiiat it is tlie duty of a surgeon to ope- 
caso which Allows of a rational hope of success., cither of 
impr^rving the patient’s condition, or of preserving his life. It is 
almost superfluous to add, that in arriving at this conclusion, wc 
do uofbelieve it proper for every man who is nomintdly of the pio- 
fession to assume such high responsibilities^ hut, tliat wereg«‘ir(l those 
as surgeons^ and those alone, who have, by conscientious devotion 
to the study of our science, and the daily habitual discharge of its 
multifarious duties, acquired that knowledge which renders the niin<l 
of the practitioner serene, his judgment sound, and hands skilful; 
while it holds out to the patient rational liopes of amended liealth 
and prolonged life. 

•William P. Yates, of Charleston, S. C. aged nineteen year*), ol 
a plethoric habit, consulted me on the 26th of May last, respecting 
a tumour situated on the left clavicle. . * 

* He stated that on or about the 1st of February, 1828, he distovci- 
ed a small tumour, as large as a pigeon's egg, very hard and immo¬ 
veable in the left clavicle; no pain whatever attended it, and the skin 
was of its natural colour. He can assign no cause to wiiich it could 
be attributed; he h'»d always enjoyed good health; he recollects, how¬ 
ever, having spranied his arm a short time before he first observed 
the tumour, but does not ascribe it to that, as it might have cMstetl 

* See Philadelphia Medical and PhysicalJounial, Vol. 14, p. 101. 

^ Idem, p. 177. 

+ American Journal of th^ Medical Sciences, Vol. I, p. 15t> 
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previqjjs to the accident, and unknown to him.* He applied imme- 
djately*to a physician, who pronounced it an encysted tumour*, and 
applied warm salt-water^ whicli, not producing any good effect, blis¬ 
ters, “poultices?, a seton, and escharotics, were resorted to, but with¬ 
out retarding in the least its growth- These remedies debilitated him 
so much, as to prevent him from taking ordinary cxen . e. But dur- 
ing^his passage to New York he regained his, in some degree, former 
energy, and lias since enjoyed pretty good health. 

On examination, a conical tumour, about lour inches in diameter 
at ifs base, and ofjan incompressible hardness, was found on the an¬ 
terior ^tortion of the co^icle, to which it was firmly attached; the 
a])ex of the tumour was covered with luxuriant fungous granulations, 
the conseipience of tlie above applications, from which profuse bleed¬ 
ings from lime to lime took place. 

The rapid increase of the disease led him to request that some ope¬ 
ration slioiild be performed, preferring to submit to a new and uncer¬ 
tain operation, rather than perish with the terrible disease that now 
throalened Ids existence. All the circumstances were candidly stated 
to liini, both by Dr. Barrow, who was associated with me in the case, 
and myself—that the operation was without a precedent—'that it was 
impossllile fur mo to say the disease could be eradicated—if it could, 
it would be exceedingly <lifficult and dangerous—^tliat the operation 
would be very complicated, as the parts connected with it were of 
the greatest importance to life, and involved the most important 
sfnirluro. Nevertheless he was perfectly resigned, and resolved to 
siilimit to a doubtful remedy. With a comp(»sure and fortitude wliich 
has rarely been equalled within my observation, lie said he had re- 
<;olve(! (o,(ake the chance of the operation, and disregarded the pain 
ami sulleriiig to wliich lie must be subjected. * 

On the irth of June, between eleven and twelve o’clock, A. M. 
lie placed upon a table, with his shoulders a little elevated, in- ^ 
i lining to the left side. Assisted by Dr. Barrow, Dr, Puoudfoot, 
ami Dr. A. E. IIosack, in the presence of Drs. Hull, Stoker, 
liK.vKRioc.K, Pr\tt, aiid a number of my pupils, the following ope¬ 
ration was performed:— 

An inriMon was commenced over the articulation of the clavicle, 
with the sternum, and carried iq a semicircular direction, as close to 
the fungus projections as the sound integuments would admit of, un¬ 
til it terminated on the top of the shoulder, near the junction of the 
clavicle, with the acromion process of the scapula. This incision ex¬ 
posed the fibres of the pectoralis major, which was divided as near 
the tumour as possible; in accomplishing this,»as well as the first in 
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('ision, ai’terics sprung in every direction, and required ligatures. A 
number of large branches of veins, under tins muscle, emitted bl«ipd 
freely, and required to be tied. 

[n conducting the incision through the pectoral muscle, tovrards 
the scapular extremity of tlie clavicle, care was taken to avoid the 
cepludic vein, as it passes between this and the deltoid muscle. A 
small portion of the latter muscle was detached from the clavicle, 
which readily allowed tlie vein lo be drawn outward towards the 
Mlioulder. 

On attempting to pass the forefinger under the vein and deltoid to 
the lower edge of the clavicle, it was found iv'practicable, as i\vi hanl 
osseous part of the tumour extended beyond this point, and was com¬ 
pletely in contact with the coracoid process of the scapula. 

Finding it im|)03sible, from tlic size of the tumour untl it; proximity 
to the coracoid process, to get under the clavicle in this direction, 
an incision was made from t!ie outer edge of the external jugular 
vein, over the tumour, to the top of the shoulder. After dividingthc 
skin, platysma myoidesV and a portion of the trapezius muscle, a 
sound part of the clavicle was laid bare at a point ncaicr the acro¬ 
mion than a line with the coracoid process; a steel director, very 
much curved, was now cautiously passed under the bone from al)o\e; 
whlcli, from the firm bony state of tlie tumour at tliis part, had a eon- 
sidorabic obliquity outwards. Great care was taken to keep the in¬ 
strument in close contact with the under surface of the bone. The 
flepth of tlie bone from the surface, renilercd it somewhat difficult 
to accomplish this safely: an cyed-probe, similarly curved, conveyed 
along tlie groove of the director a chain saw, which, when moved a 
little, showed that nothing intervened between it and tlie bone; tlic 
rtavicle was then readily sawed liirough. 

'Fhe dissection was now continued along the under surface of tlie 
tumour, below tlie pectoralis major; here a uilmber of very lai-gc ar¬ 
teries and veins required tying. The first rib being next exposed 
under the sternal extremity of the clavicle, the costo-clavicular or 
rhomboid ligament was divided, and the joint opened from the lower 
part. This gave considerable mobility to the diseased ma^s, and en¬ 
couraged us to bi tievc that its complete removal would be piacli- 
cable. 

By means of a double hook and elevator, with the assistance of our 
strong and very broad spatulas, properly c 'rved, we were enabled to 
elevate a little the sawed end of the clavicle- After looRoiiing the 
parts about it, by keeping close to the tumour, we wislied to discovei 
the subclavius muscle, it is inserted in the bone about this situa- 
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tiojij but it could not be seen, as it was incorporated with the dis- 
e^^d mass. Had this muscle been found, the separation of the tu- 
iffour WQuld have been much less dilHcult and tedious, as, by keeping 
** above it, the subclavian vein is of course protected. Tlie origin of 
this muscle, ft'om the cartilage of tlie first rib, was seen and divided, 
but it .was almost immediately obliterated in tlie tuinoir 

Continuing the removal of tlie tumour at the upper and outer part, 
the omo-hjoideus was found lying under it, which we exposed from 
, where it passes under the mastoid muscle, b, near its origin from the 
superior costa of the scapula. In separating the tumour from the cel¬ 
lular jpid fatty stvuctu’rs^bctween tlie omo-hyoid muscle and the sub¬ 
clavian vessels, a number of large arteries were divided, which bled 
fieely, and iiarlicularly a large branch from the inferior thyroidal. 

Tlie antmior part of the upper incision was now made from the 
sternal end ol tlie c]a\iclc, and caixied over tlie tumour, until it met 
(lie other at the external jugular vein. After cutting tlirough the 
platysma myoides, this vein was carefully separated from the sur¬ 
rounding parts, and two fine ligatures passed beneatli it, and tied a 
short distance from each othcrj tlie vein was then cut between the 
ligalures. 

Hie clavicular part of the sterno-cleido-mastoideus was next di¬ 
vided, about three inches above the clavicle in the direction of this 
incision. The ilccp-seated fascia of the neck being now exposed, the 
mastoid musch', and the diseased mass, were very cautiously sepa 
rated from it, until the anterior scalenus was exposed. 

The subclavian vein, from the edge of the scalenus anticus la the 
coracoid process, was so firmly adherent to (he tumour, as to lead 
me at one moment to believe tliat the coats of the vein were so inti 
malely involved in the diseased structure, as to render the complete 
removal ol (lie morbid part utterly impracticable. Ily the most cau- 
Uoiis proceeding, howcv^er, alternately with the handle and blade oi 
(lie knife, we finally succeeded in detaching tlie tumour, without the* 
least injury to the vein. This pai't of the operation was attended with 
peculiai' danger ami difficulty. At every cut either an artery or vein 
would sjjt'iug, and deluge the parts until secured by ligatures. Be 
‘'ides several largo veins, the external jugular was so situated in the 
innlht of the bony mass, as to require two more ligatures in this 
place, near to the subclavian, and it was again divided in tlie inter¬ 
space. Nrar the sternal end of the clavicle, a large arteiy and vein 
required tyingj they were considered as branches of the inferior thy 
f’oidal artery and vein. 

Jrom having cut through the clavicular poftioii of the niastoideus 
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muscle, obliquely u|)wards and outwards a little above the tqmour, 
we were enabled, by turning this down, and keeping close to'thc fas¬ 
cia profunda, to detach tlic tumour from over tlie situation of the tho¬ 
racic duct and junction of the internal jugular and left subclavian, 
without the least injury to these important parts. 

To reach the lower part of tlic tumour as it extended upon the Jlio- 
rax, it was necessary to separate the pcctoralis major in a line with 
the fourth rib, and to make a transverse incision two inches in length 
through the integuments and muscles at about its centre. The inci¬ 
sion upon the neck extended from the sterno-clav|cular junction in a 
semicircular direction, to within an inch of ii** thyroid cartilaf^e ami 
base of the lower Jaw, and two inches from the lobe of the ear, and 
terminated near tlic junction of the clavicle and scapula. 

The fungous and bleeding character of the apex of the4umiiur iiu 
plied that it was freely supplied with vessels. "J'he discharge of blood 
was so free at every step of the operation, that about foi ty ligiituri's 
were applied. It was estimated tliat the patient lost from sixteen to 
twenty ounces of blood.* 

All the parts now presenting a healthy appearance, the ligatures 
were cut close to the knots, and Uie cavity of the wound lllled with 
lint Long strips of adhesive plaster were applied to pi*event the 
edges of tills extensive wound from further retracting; a light com¬ 
press, a single-headed roller loosely applied around the chest and 
slioulders, completed the dressing. 

He was [ilaced in bed upon his back, inclining a little to the right 
side, with the head considerably elevated, whilst the left shoulder and 
arm were supported by a pillow. 

1 requested two of my promising pupils, Messrs. Thomas {j, Swain 
of New York, and John W. Schmidt of Charleston, S. C. to remain 
with him during tlie day and following njglit; and sucli was ilie into 
lost which his case excited in their minds, that they nuiiaiiied in tin* 
*room with him night and day for the first week. To their unwTarieil 
attentions I am indebted for the'following report of his syiuptoiiis. 

June \7th^ 1828, 7 o’clock, P- M. Feels comfortable, excejit being 
nauseated by tlic wine and water given him during tlie o[»ei.ttinn, 
which he says generally produces this effect upon him. Home reac¬ 
tion is indicated. Lelween 7 and 8, P. M. took two cups of gmel, 
and has since vomited a little. 9 P. M. Pulse 110; skin moist and 
cool, lie feels tolerably comfortable, and is much gratified tiiattln* 
operation has been periiirmed. Took a little mint ton, which wns 
grateful to him. 12 P. M. Has had a short repose; drunk soni»* mint 
tea, and feels quite coipfurtable; pulse 128; thirst < onsiderablc. 
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3 A. M. Has had a romfortable*sleep, during ■which 
there ^as consideralde haemorrhage from tlie Avouud; pulse 120j hard 
and full. H A. M. Took a cup of tea, ate a piece of toast, with a few 
' ^tikwbcrrics; feels better than previous to the operation; pulse 124- 
12 1*. M. Has slept during two hours, and is now in a comforta¬ 
ble shfi'p; pulse 130; skin moist and wam\. 

^tme i9//i, 4 A. M. Feels much refreshed; administeied the fol 
lowing:—R. Sulph. magnes. ^ss.—calc, magnes. 5j* dissolved in 
a small quantity of water. 10 A. M. Am'iher cathartic directed, 
which produced an evacuation at 2 P- M. and aflbrded much relief. 
9 P. JI. Hus taken t' .^aiul tea, and lias a good appetite; pulse 
121 , and much softer; copious discliarge from the bowels; febrile 

niptoins less. 

Junt* 20/4, 3 A. M. Skin moist and cool; appetite good; pulse 120. 
9 P. M. Pulse 106; bowels free; feels comfortable. 

Jioic 21a/, 2 A. M. 'I’hirst much abated; skin moist and cool; has 
slept well. 9 A. M. The bandage and part of Lint removed, it being 
alitllo fu'tid; inllammation moderate, and aA:ompanied with a slight 
^iqipuration; bowels lieing somewhat torpid, the following medicine 
was piV'sCiibed:—R. Piilv. rhei—mag. calc, aa ^if'S.—sacch. alb. 

—aipia month, pip. ^iij.—look two table-spoonsful every hour, which 
opeiale<l at lialf-pasf one cojiiousl^. 

Jifoe '•Vld, 9 A. M. Has had small e^acuatiolls from the bowels; 
slept well andVomfortably; |>ulsi‘ 10»; the dressings were removed, 

> except a small pledget of lint at the bottom of the wound, over 
which an emollient poultice was ajiplied. 

Jhnv 23d, 9 A. M. Has slept comfortably; pulse 109, soft and full; 
skin natural. (Inlered the following cathartic:—R. Sulph. magnes. 
tjsH.—magnes. calc, ^j.-—which was repeate<l in the afiernoon. • 

9 I*. M. jMedicine has oper.ited copiously; pulso 99, softer aud 
imire natural; skin ])leasant; (qiigue clean; renewed the poultice. 

Jone 24///, 9. A. AI. Symptoms tlie same; bowels have been open¬ 
ed; removed some of the remaining lint; applied afresh poidtice; re¬ 
moved him to another bed for the purpose of airing his; no inconve¬ 
nience from the removal; takes toast and tea. gruel, &c. througlithe 
i inirse of the day. 

Jimv 25//t, 9 A. M. Pulse 98; tongue clean; bowels torpid. Or- 
tlered a Seiillit/. powder every hour (ill it opeiatcd; betook seven. 

Jimv 26//<. 9 A. M. Pulse 95; slept well during the night; patient 
expiessed a dedre to eat; gave him some chicken broth, which was 
vei'v ])alatal)le. 

No. V.‘—Nov. 1828. ri4j 
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June 9.7th^ 9 A. M. Pulse 84; at 30 o’clock ailministered aji ene¬ 
ma which ])rnilucf(l cojMOiis evacuations. 

June 28///, 9 A. M. Took some stiawberries, toast and ten; lakes 
gviij. of file Infusion of cinchona tlirou^h the day. 

June 29///, 9 A. M. Pulse soft and full; bowels torpid. 9 P. M. 
An enema administered whicli j)roduced copious evacuations. • . 

June S0//i, 9 A. M. Pulse 95, full and hard; the wound is dress¬ 
ed every morninj*;; it is now nearly half filled with healthy granula¬ 
tions. The skin much contrai ted; ^ome ligatures have been removed, 
others quite loose. Uc requires an enema e\ery other evening to 
keep his bowels open. ^ ^ « 

July Is/. Pulse 100; injection produced copious evacuations of ii 
natural appearance. 

July 9,(1, Permitted him to eat meat; puKe natural; wound conti¬ 
nues to fdl up ra])idly with healthy grainilatioiis; continues to take 
the cinchona ^viij. per diem. 

July ^(L Feels in every respect mucli better; pul^c natural; skin 
moist; experienced a slight indisposition from a cold produced by a 
sudden change in the weather. Directed him a dose of the eccoprotic 
mixture. 

•July Aih, ^^^)und lias a liealthy appearance, cicatri/,ation has coju- 
menced; seven ligatures were removed; dressed it with lint o\er which 
a compress was applied. 

July 5th, Sets up in bed with ease; two ligatures removed. 

July G///. An apparatus applie<l yesterday to support tlie arm. Xo 
unfavourable symptnins have a]»peared. 

July 7th, A number of ligatures were removed to-dav. 

July 8//t. IJow'els require no more injedions a^ ])ie-.e[it. . ouml 
nearly filled, and is very florid and healthv in its appearance. 

July 9///. ’The rut end of the remaining portion of ilu* clavicle 
^perfectly sound and healthy. 

July \\)th, (\mtinues to imju'ove in strength; bowel-, still regular; 
skin pleasant; tongue clean; pulse natural. 

July II///. The slight catarrh complained of a few davs since, ha-, 
entirely h'ft him. 

July \5th. The cn of clavicle entirely covered with healthy gra¬ 
nulations. 

July 14///. The ligatures remair)ing are very few'; wound contract¬ 
ed astonishingly; neariv filled witli very iloriu and lu'altliy granula¬ 
tions. AValkcd down -lairs to dinner yesterday ami to-day without 
the slightest inconvenience. 
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Jid^ iotfu The piitienl »(ies about the hnifiie A\ith his arm in a 
sling mul llu* a|)pariitus to support the shoulder. 

July X(^th, N(» inoi’e iigatuies remaining; (he nraiuilations rising 
above one part of the integuiue ts, retiuii’e pressure. Continues the 
infusion of baik. 

Ho.continued loimpnne in general Imalth, and the ’ 'und gradu- 
tilled up, until (lie i)»iddle ol AiigU'^t, when Im left the city on 
an e\eiiisiou of pleasure to tlie springs at Saratoga. lie returned in 
Se])tember in better health than he hail e\er *nJo\cd. 

The tumour about the si/,e of a nuiii’s doubled lists, or of a cir- 
euinl^u’eiu e just to all'”.; me to giasp it w ith my fingers fully extended* 
It coiisNti of a boii\ cup, iiuompressibly hard at all parts, except 
supeiioil^ and infeilml> to a small extent. From an opening of an 
ellipliial at tlie upjuM- pail, ])iotnnled .i bleeding fungus of the 

si/.e and shape of half a hen''s egg. At the under surface, as it lay 
upon the great siihihuiaii \essels, the Inmy charaeler is less mani¬ 
fest; the stiucture about th>‘ ciuitre particularly appearing to be car- 
(ilaginous or seini-osscou^ 'Phis bony enlargement occupies the cla¬ 
vicle fiom the sterii.il ai ticohition to within half an inch perhaps ot 
the aii’onii.il evtiennty. Fioiti the motion which can be given to 
each end of the cla\i' le, the n.ifuial stiucture of the bone seems to 
be entii’ely dt'slro\ed. 

'riiis opei.itiou fill suip.issed in ttuliousiiess, diificiilt\, and dan¬ 
ger, any tiling wIikIi 1 li.ive e^er witnesMul or peifoimed. It is im- 
pos’-lble for aii\ desi iiptioii wliieh we are (..ipable of gi\ing, to con¬ 
vey an ail male id'M ol its louunlable natuie. The atlm hmeut of the 
inoiljid imi'.s to the Impoilaiit stiucture of the neck and shoulder ot 
i/if h/f .sjdr. and to so gn‘at an extent, is sulUeieut to indicate its 
magnitude and dilUcuUv. • 

'fhe extensive natme of this operation, led us to take the prec.iu 
lion ol seiuimg the e\tc‘rnal i^jugul.ir with a double ligature and di 
viiliiig it between llumi. 'riiough in operating upon the neik wehave' 
sevei d limes lut tliese veins without any unpleasant consequences, 
we howevcM’think we have witness'd almost fatal cirects from the 
di\isi(m of a large vcmm. and the* admission of air into tlie circulatimi. 

'Die Ia^e of llaron Dvpuv ini n’s, in which a vouiig woman sml- 

V * 

denlv dic'd iincler an opeiation, (lom the division of a largo vein in 
the' ni'i k, v\hiKt he was engaged in removing a tumour, coiiiribiitcd 
with m> o\. n expoiience, to make me take the precaution ol picvi- 
ouslv t>ing the vein in this operation. 

Ill an atteinjii which L made to remove the parotid gland in an en¬ 
larged and scirrhus stale, lh(‘facial vein, where it [lasses over the 
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ba&e of the lower jaw, was opened in dissecting the integuments lioiu 
the tumour, in the early stage of the operation, before a hiiigle ar¬ 
tery was tied. At the instant this vessel was opened, the attention «( 
all present was arrested by the gurgling noise of air passing into 
some .stiiall opening. I'he breathing of the patient immediately l)e- 
came dlflicult and laborious, the heart beat violently and irregularly, 
his features were distorted, and convulsions of tlie whole body, sqoii 
lollowcd to so great an extent as to make it impossible to keep him 
on the table. He lay upon the lloor in this condition for near half an 
liour, as all supposed in ariimlo inorfh. As the cimvulsious gra¬ 
dually left him, hia inoutli was pernianeij*!^ distorted, and com¬ 
plete hemiplegia was found to have ensued. An hour and more 
elapsed before he could articulate, and it was nearly a whole <lay be¬ 
fore he recovered tlie use of his arm and leg. From a belief that tho'^e 
eflects arose from the admission of air into the blood-vessels, which 
was not doubted by any person present, 1 instantly called to mind 
a set of experiments, which I made some twenty years since U])on 
dogs, by blowing air intU the circulation, inserting ablow-pipe into 
a large supcrtlcial vein upon the tliigh, and was forcibly struck with 
the similarity of result. 

To the extraordinary romjwsure of mind whicli our ])aiienl mani¬ 
fested, is to be attributed in a great measure liis umlistuibed and 
speedy recovery. No adverse symptoms of a general or local natun’ 
took place to interrupt the process of granulation in the w ound. 'I'he 
immense chasm w'hich was left, and such iinportaiit paits as iiave 
been described, only covered with lint, necessarily oceasionetl me 
great solicitude, until 1 saw sujipuraliou fully established, and the 
great vessels coverc*! by granulations. 

-No difficulty atieiideil keeping his shoulde]’ in a pn»per position by 
the use of tlie common apparatus for fractured cla\ii le. With tliis 
he walked about without any incou\enh*nce, after four weeks elaps- 
'ed, and two months from tlie time of the operation, he was aide to 
discontinue the sling, and by means of an apparatus contiived by 
Mr. James Kent, a most ingenious and inventive artist, to siipplv 
the want of clavicle, he was so fitted as to hav<* liis slioulder in it-, 
proper position, at tl same lime (hat the full motion ol his arm w.i" 
preserved. 

New Yorky Sq}L 24/A. I82S, ‘25 Park Plarc 
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Art. XTL Caste of Compound Dislocation of the Jlnclc-joint^ vnth a 
Dislodgment of the Jlstragalus, By S. Pomkhoy Wiiuk, M. D. 
of Uudson, N. Y. 


vJN tljo 18lh of February ult. I was ivjiuesied to visit *''ivid Ros- 
setiM’, twenty, who had a compound dislocatiuii of the left 

ancle-joint. The accident occurred in consecpience of the fall of a 
bale of hay upon the outside of the le;^. The t'eight of the bale was 
estiiuafed at live hundred pounds. Upon arriving at Stuyvesant, the 
patierys residence, I proceotled to the examination of the limb, and 
found a laceration of the iiiTegumentH of about three indies in extent 
across th(' inner ancle. Tlie tibia w'as projecting inwards, the fibula 
had followed and the astiagalus was throwm inwards and down¬ 
wards, with its navicuhirean surface presenting at the orifice of the 
wound. The posterior tibial arfery, and of course the deltoid liga¬ 
ment, were lacerated. Six liours had elapsed since tlie occurrence 
of the accident. • 

I first made simple extension and counter-extension. Tliat made 
no alteration in tin* pohition of the bones, but brought on free hemor¬ 
rhage from the posleriiir tibial. J’ressure was then made upon the 
astragalus during the extension and coiinter-i'xteiision w'itli the limb 
flexed. 'I’liat hail no elfect whatiwer, ami I began to think of ex 


iraclingthe a'?(ragalus. Before resorting to that unjdeasant expe¬ 
dient, however, 1 couclmled to make another effort to save (lie whole. 
Powerful extension and counter-extension were then directed with (he 
limb llexeil; at the same time, by placing my left hand on the outside 
of the loot, w'hile standing on the inside, and by forcing tlie tibia out 
with my liglit Iiand, the whole joint became reduced. About an inch 
of the jiosterior tibial was isolated, and hung out of the wound, which 
was divided and secured. 'riit;i*e was no fiwcture of the fibula in con¬ 
sequence of its lieing forced inwards with the tibia and astragalus 
The wound was dressed with adhesive jdasler, and with lint moist¬ 
ened in blood, 'file limb w'as laid iqion its outside in a Hexed posi. 
lion, and rather elevated. Splints and bandages were not used. TIh‘ 
subsequent symptoms am! treatment have been politely furnished by 
Dr. E. \V. S i hVENs, the attending physician. 

Felmamf lOth. “ Rested lohualily well; little or no tumefaction: 
slight symptomatic fever; diet light. 

February ‘20//?. '‘Ancle swollen and painful; fever; pulse 00; use 
a wash composed of acetate of lead and muriate of ammonia. 
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Ffbrnary 01s/. “ Ueslrd none last limb pM'tly oxicnsively 

swollen and p.unlul; pulse 100, and full; toiij 3 ;uc has a wlidKh coal; 
venes. ^\; bufty C(ut; sulplias ina;!;nes. j;ivei»; wash <.han{!;od 1o ato- 
Ute fd h'ad dissolved in spts. and walei, apjilied eveiyhom. 0, 
J». M. KvdbMuent hi;!;h;\enes. ^\ii. 

Fibrvary St9.ih “Visited in tonnexion with Dr. S. P. Winii; 
Jiinb continues to swell, anil some dlschaii!;c of synovia; pulse 320, 
and small, inanifcstina; symptoms of hip;h irritation; rested 'ei> lit¬ 
tle; cathaitic opeiales powcifidly; f^ave a DoveiV povvder which 
checked it; continue the wash as usual; at ni«ht anothei powder, and 
one grain of opium. t w 

Febnaoy 2.?rf, A. M. “Slept soundly last night; pulse fallen 
to 84; limb less painful; commence gnino stiong beei fieelv; spi 
mind., tiiict. opii gutt. w. eveiv foin houis. P. M. 'rmgue dean 
in itsccntie; thiist abated; ])ulse 100. but soltei; jiaucifv nl mine 
to-day, with some pain in passing it; no appetite; .it night a lull dose 
of tine t. opii. 

Ftbraanj Si.Alli. “Rested none last night; imagining the p.nn, 
(which is now \iolent,) might aiise lioiu pus ])ent u[i in, ot ihoul the 
wound, I tlionght best to lemove the lint, but no aci iimiilation lould 
be found. On leinoving the diesv-ings these a])peataiKis weie ex¬ 
hibited—the wound completely filled with toagulable Ivmph and in w 
granulations; piiKo ■vai>ing tiom 84 to 1()G; Doveds powdii; aietali* 
of ammonia; tinct. opii.;beer, &c. continued. 

F(hrim}y '■loth, pAamined the case with Di. S. P. lute; wound 
look'j well; discharges ficely good pus; pulse 100, soft; omit till 
washe-., as theie seems to be no more iiillainiiiation tlian is neies^aiv 
to leuovale the pait; gave ^ss. ol, iic. as tlieie hasbeon no evai nation 
4nue (he 23d, <ind llaxseed tea intein.illv, with waim loiiieiihitioiis 
e\teiiudl>, to lelieve stiangui>; stunig beer ami watii as usual. 

Fbnany ^ICyh. ‘‘Sits up in an e.is' diaii h.ilf an horn in a ihn , 
Mile ilisihaiges lieely; but little painlul; slightly tuim lied; ])uUe HH), 
tongue clean; allow a mine gencious diet; dicss the wound w ilh di \ 
lint. 

ribrvani '■ITflu “Has had violent and deep-seated ji.iins in tin 
limb foi llie last 'v\dvc boms, which appeals to be in (he ligaineniw, 
as tlie external appeaiame does not indicate an inciease of iiill.iniin.i 
tion. Waim poulticing proem ed ease. 

Ftbraan/ 18//i mid 29//r. “Pulse 100; an opiate at night pioiuics 
lest; >cry little ])ain; appetite iinpioves; eats .in> fooil; oinit tin 
beci, and substitule wine, ol wlmh a glass is taki n <vii\ two houi 
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Mttiy'h \st. “ Soro tliscliargos I'lvoU ; no j)ain Tii* con^oquencf; si(^ 
iiji an hour or two in thr dav; njaM* o! ririni, 

. Ahfi'rk tjfh. 'Takos bark, w'im*, &c. ;a|)])U red. precip. mere, to 
the ’M)Ve ocras^onally: sits up a i^^eat part of die day. 

Mart'll \i)(h, •Miainiii^ rapidly; able toilet from the bed to the 
< h.iir alone; be^^ins to move the joint. 

March Two-thirds of sore healed; walks wiih crdches. 

March M)th, ‘^Gone home to Richmond, (Mass.) hore mostly 
healetl wlnoi went awav : likely to regain the p rfect use of jhe ancle- 
joint; it i> now’, an^ probably will continue to be Ibr some time eu- 
iarij;eH»'’ • _ * 

About a inontli aftt'c he lefTl)!’.'.Stevens, I heard from him, and 
he was tlnni reeo\eim» rapidly. 

nadomu ^A/// .31*7, tS‘3S. 


Xnr. \tfl. CaiiC af lUoody InjUfccilhms ittlo the Labia PadendL By 
.(V MI (ii . I o, M. I), of Tuscaloosa. Alabama, {^(himmunicated in 
a ]et(iT to Dr. ])rw u.s.J 

I \> \S tallefkin haste, on the lOlli of June, to see a roliiist, athletic 
nei;io woman, who, binni* jusi dcliverotl of her lilteenlh child, in- 
foMUeil me that she <j;ot out of bed for the purpose of nrinatin«;, and 
theie suddenly ajipeared, as slie described it, a lar;;^e knot in the 
«;ioin. On t'vaniination, I disco\4M’ed a tumour of the hd't labia, as 
laii;e as a < onunon cliilil's head, which produced inUdorable disti-oss^ 

I inimedi.ilelv made a lun^itutUnal incision, tlie whole length of the 
tiimoni. with the shoulder of mv lancet, ainl without liesitation ok- 
(raeted tlie mdire contents, which was at least sixteen or twenty 
oLiiK (‘s of »-oai;nIati‘d lilootl, which, in a great iiieasure, allcviatetl the 
e\trenie aiii^uish of the patient; having a poultice of charcoal a])p]ied, 

J left hi'r. On my return the iic^t morning I fuuiul her in great agony; 
on e\amination tliere appeared another tumour about the size of the 
foimer, though separate and distinct, ami immediately below, ex¬ 
tending down the adductor niagnus femoralis muscle, 1 made an in¬ 
cision with my lancet similar to tlie one previously describe*!, aMdb_) 
minute examination was not a little surprised to find two distinct ca¬ 
vities, the partition between was at least one inch and a lialf tliick, 
and of firm muscular texture. 
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I oxtractfil MitlioUt hchilation the whole of tlie coa;;ula froi^ each 
tumour wilhont the loss of one ounce of healtliy blood, whiclrput an 
end lo tile Millerlng of the patient, llencc 1 am of the opiiuoii, that 
it is tlie proper manner of treating those suddenly formed tumours, to 
lay them o[)cn immediately and extract the entire contents at onte. 
As tliere was not the least hasmorrhage in the present case, 1 am 
induced to believe that there is no danger from excessis e hxrpor- 
liiagc, by a too sudden interference in taking away the collected 
coagula. 

By the constant application of the cliarcoal poultice, and keeping 
down inflammation by occasional bleeding and the saline purg 9 ^i\es, 
the wound healed very kindly, aftd iu twelve days the parts wcj e en¬ 
tirely restored without any sloughing or distress from inflammation; 
whereas if the coagulated blood were sullered to remain, and extract¬ 
ed in small quantities at each dressing, as recommended heretofoie 
by writers on the subject, the consequence would have been exten¬ 
sive inflammation, gangrene, and mortitication, particuknly with 
cases that occur in the‘warm season. Perhaps it nia\ not be consi 
dcred wholly irrelative to mention in the present case that about the 
time of the formation of the tumours there appeared a xaricose state 
of the veins extending down the inside of the leg from llie pubes to 
the ancle, being the side the tumours formed on the lahi.i juulcndi, 
which explains the cause of those suddenly foimed tumours ol the la 
bia of females, about or just after delivery. 

Tuscaloosay Alabama, July 15/A, 182». 
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Ari. XIV. Sketch of the History of the MassachiiHits I^^pdical So^ 
fjc/y, with an account of their Medical Pitblicalioaa, By E. Uale, 
M. D. Member of the Society. 

J JTK (.liHeKMit medical bocictics in our country exert a very impor¬ 
tant upon the ^condition of the medical^rofessios, and 

thiou^li thiMik upon lh(> popuTa B n u ^ the whole Altiioug;h 

pobsessina; lew ol the insignia, or even of the direct, attributes *of 
povvei, the^fchd^e had a must considerable, not to say ti|j^hief agency 
m all the impiovemeuts lu the chaiacter and cemfitioi^of the^iroleb- 
siun \\ hi( h it has undeigone m the last twenty dr thirty years* 'IVie 
meilical iiihiitutions at o indeed widely various, butli in their cdi^ttac- 
lei, and in the extent of tlicir powers, in the^several states. In some 
lliey appc.u to attempt little more than to superintend the police of 
the piofessioii, leguluting the admission of OMididates for it, aAd 
w.itchmg the conduct of its members. In otheri^* they are chiefly, if 
not puiely scientific bodies, devising means for the advancement of 
pioiesMoiial Leaining. And iu otliers still, these two objects ate 
rombiued witlf a grcatci oi less preponderance of each in^he sevcial 
(ascb. Then poweis are as various as the objects upon which tliey 
ell e e\ei cised, from the naked light to act as a corpoiate body, to the 
-jiowci of excluding from piactice all who live not passed tiuough a 
ii'gulai com sc of study, and undergone a thorough examination. 

It would lead to a curious and interesting, and by no means aii 
Hujuofitable luijuiiy, il we could trace outtlie history of these seveial 
^o( ictics III connet tion with tly stale and pi osperity of the profession 
witlim then lespective spheics ol influence. We might then hope to * 
isceitain in some good degiec the natuic of those institutions which 
.lie the b( st adapted to promote the advancement of science, among 
.1 poo[ile willi liabits and foims of government so different from those 
nf the nations ol the old woild. But we have not now tlie means ol 
pm smug this inquiry in lespect to our medical societies gcneially. 
iiid shall only attempt it in lefercnce to one anthem, the Massachu 
sells Medical Sociely. This is, wc beliote. OUC of the oldest medi 
( nl Societies in the country; and if it has Qot done so much as might 
have been expected ol it, to obtain foi itself a leputation among the 
h a,i ned societu's ol ihe age, it has not failed ol accomplishing the le^'» 
No V —No\ fl’l * 
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brilHantf but nut useful and impoitant object of coniiibutin^ to 
the improvement of tlic profession within its own immediate splieie 
of action. 

The Massachusetts Medical Society was first incorporated in 1781; 
and its powers were somewliat enlarged and more aacuratciy tlefiiied 
by an additional act passed in ir89. By these acts the number 
of its jKjiembers or fellows was limited to seventy; and its powers, be¬ 
sides ihe general power to hold property and act as a coi'porate body, 
extei^ed only to the right to examine and license such candidates for 
thOfinrQmiqon as should voluntarily offer themselves fur examination, 
and^toiladicatU)g.a course bf study for camlulatcs for the profe/uon. 

license oftto'^ikiefyconferi^TO pnvdege, and its recommenda¬ 
tion of books imposed no obligation on students to read them, except 
on^such as mljjjht off^ themselves to the society for examination. 

In 1803 the whole plan of the society was changed by anotlier ad- 
ditioJes^act of incorporatioio The limitation of its number was le- 
imovedf with the design of having the society extended, so as to in¬ 
clude every rsspeoftal^e^practitioner of medicine or surgeiy in the 
stgte; and measures were immediately taken to elect into it all w hose 
character upon this minciple, entitled them to admission. All Avlm 
should afterwards se licensed by the c«isora of the society, or w ho 
should take a medical degree at Harvard University, were entitled, 
after three jrears approved practice, to be admitted fellows as a mat¬ 
ter of right. The society therefore soon became wliat it continues to 
be, an association of all the medical practitioners in the state, who 
have sufficient character ffiemselves to be able, or disposed to pro¬ 
mote the good character of the profession. This act gave authoiit^ 
to establish district societies, with separate boaids of censors 
should become expedient. It also more distinctly defined the powei s 
granted by the previous acts, an^ more cleaily pointed out the dutie*- 
which devolved on tlie society, and tlie same time it confeiMnl 
some new powers and privil^es. These it is not neccssai y to desc 11 br 
particularly here, as they will sufficiently appear as we pi (Reed. Ofii 
provision, however, it maybe proper to notice. By Ibis act. tin 
election and admission of fellows and honoiury members, the elcc lion 
of oflicers, and the whole management of the funds arc vested, not 
in the society itself, but in a board of counsellors clioscn every yeai 
at the annual meetingfjif. the society.' So thait in fact, tlic counsel lot s 
are a sort of legislature for' the society for the management of its 
prudential concerns, io WiJdch is translerrcd, in leferenrc to these 
concemU^ nearly all its powers. This boaid is rcquiied by chailei 
to meet at least three ^imes a year. 
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y^. may also mention in this place, the privilege granted by this 
act to'the fellows of the society, of exemption from enrolment in the , 
militia.* Uy the militia laws of the state, all physicians are^wempted 
from the acti^al performance of military duty, on the condition of cx- 
hihiting their equipments once a year, and annually paying the sum 
of two dollars. But the fellows of the. society ai^ tempted ^en 
Irem enrolment in the militia, and the exemption being by 
it has becfune vested in them as a right which cannot be taken away 
by any sul)se((ueiit enactment, without the consent of the so^k^j. 

Ill res|)ect to ^omc of its operations^ the sofifi^y ina^r)^aldd'to 
haw commenced from^the d ai^jypf so 

greatly was it changed in its olflffization aw'^^mHcter by^ttlat^ 
yVs a scientific institution, howei^,iit is more'^th^k t#m%' 7 ears 
older. If^vc were to estimate the scientific’chSai^ac^^^th^’society 
by the extent of its publications, we should ind^^ a 

very liigh rank among learned bodies. j^.hu%'dUThiig die 
or fifty ycai-s of its existence, published dt&j dirju, 
cal communications, at^ five smail psrts, ifibre l^uui 

two hundred pages of volume %twe skoul(f^;r^tfy Utfilr- 

l ate the usefulness unimportance of the soek^ if lire were'to esti¬ 
mate them by the number, or even by the chmeter Of its publica¬ 
tions. Ilowevef valuable maybe the operations of such an institu¬ 
tion in bringing together and publishing the observations of i^meni- 
biTS, for the general advancement of knowledge^ those labours are 
'^rai ccly less important, which tend rather to thedkseimnation among 
all the members of the profession, of that knowled^, which is already 
-Tn tlie possession of some of the m^e learned of th|j^. Nay, in seme 
situations, such as was that of this country fidrty Or fifty years ago, 
the labours of this latter class are..|hUoh the most ess^li^l to ^e 
welfare, not only of tlic profession itselfj but also to tha^ orthe whole 
community. • 

No one who is at all conversant Math the Sta& df the medical pro¬ 
fession in Massachusetts, will doubt that its condition has been 
gi eally improved since tlie establishment of the medical socjpty,,and 
especially since the exti^ioh of the ^icty in consequence Jsf tlie 
enlargement of its charter in 1803. Altiiough there were among the 
physicians of that state, thirty onfoity years um, many men of science, 
and some who were dUtingui^iicd fm* ^^^roing and skill, yet as 
a body tliey were scarcely entitled t6 me ^i^^ation of a learned 
profession. A classical, or a scientific ec^catidh, as a preliminary to 
the study of medicine, was neither required nor expected. - Neither 
wns any period or prescribeef course of study considered necessary. 
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A Touug.'tnan left llie plough or the workshop, as he was proiripte*! 
eifterl^ indolence, or bodily infirmity, or caprice, and after Spend¬ 
ing a iib# months with some neighbouring physician, passed without 
examination or license to all the privileges of a regular membbr of 


the profession. 

The pre5ei#ltate of things is far otherwise. So entire is the change 
of tfpwon on this subject, not only in the profession, but in tlic gene¬ 


ral ^rotiment of the community, tliat no young man would any where 
be as a physician, ^jjrho could not produce his testimonials 

f^mpoMR^established m^£cal institution. Indeed, it is not the 

chaugc Avhich has been w'fcct- 
'no- lonpPttifswerable in its . reputation for 
the ^^fance and^sci^tict^j^uieducated pretenders to medical 
skllt. Irrfegdtiir pr^wtHitiners we still have, and must continue to 
hafe^lil^ngst'us. they; can no longer mingfe in the society of 

edu^iiil^y respcctable'^jsiii^ identify themselves with them. 

Im^ofia%o‘Strongly mal'ked between them, that tlicy 
can^t'^ be con^nded or jpaistakcn for each other. 

Gig^iihe contiiOry, theyare'to each other, sot&r as they arc brought 
ii^ cohtadV"tAjeot|frf^utual dislikoand hoi^lity. The consef|ueiice 
is, that al^oag^ on^lmgular practition^ may sometimes so far suc¬ 


ceed,'as to acquire a certain degree of support, yet^at support is ge¬ 
nerally v^y feeble and precarious; and ^ can never rise to any thing 
like respectability of standing in the community. Be his pretensions, 
or even his talenfe,^^ltat thiey may, without a regular and acknow¬ 
ledged education he is still aqu^k,.and can n^Yer'tmnsfer himself 
fipm the class standing of a qhac^ to tho^ of a of science; 

'In like manner, aW^the reputation of the profession is in a great 
nfeasure.j^ufed from the eflfill^of ocdasionhl misconduct among its 
aoknowmge^ members. Itwlll not be pretended, nor can it ever 
be expected, that wen among those wliq have complied with the re¬ 
quisitions necessa^^'Ofetiering the^ profession regularly, there will 
be none whose conduct will be un^rthy of the profession. But, al¬ 
though this shhttld'be the case, the disgrace will fix its stain upon tlie 
guiltr individual, and not upim the profession as a body. The very 
fact, TOat liis deeds are gyiolraon of i^Je, proves that tJie proJ'ession, 
whose rules he violate 9 ,'diBap|u^ve pf the deed# j^emsclves; while 
his otvn consciousneSB^;dittmoe, will geh^i^fy c^se him to shrink 
from identifying himself vnm%ose who would^c dishonoured by ac- 
knowl^M^ng him. 

It iali||mther of the incidental advant^es of the society, that it 
has greatly pcomefed cordiality and harmony among its members. 
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rhesft arc qualities for which the profession arc not proveillial- 
fact tiidi a tribunal is established fur the adjustment of difierCnces, 

, has a |Knvcrful eftVet in preventin'j; them, although it is rare^ if ever 
appealed to fqr this purpose. Still moic does the general jdiilusioii oi 
Mjuiul learning in the profession promote good fellowship among its 
rnetubei s, by leading them to found their expectations <^8ucccss upon 
Uyyc uoith, rather than upon those arts which are the resource of the 
ignoiaid, and the never-failing sources of jealousy and discord* 

But it is time for us to return from these collateral advantages of 
the society, to the«inorc direct and immet4ate benefits of itd ^opera- 
tiurflfr The leading objeef of itsu^tutiefay and 

dilTusion of medical science aifidj^fthe profession; 

and this object has been steadily kept in viet^ in aM its proceedings. 
And it haslieen, in no small degree, successfolly accomplished. We 
ha/.aid nothing in saying, that physicians in MttSsachusetts generally 
aie much better instracted, and their patients much more ritiUhlly 
attended, than they were twenty years ago, or tiiaa they would hare 
been at this time, if this society had not been insmate<k We hive 
no oxieiusivc bills of mortality, which should exhildt in detail the eid* 
deuce in pi oof of this‘^statemedt; but we may^ fafely rely upon the 
ofisei vatioii of every man who has given his attention to the subject, 
fo suppoit it. 

mean not to claim for the medical society the exclusive praise 
of all these iinpro\ouicn(s in the state of the profession. The genera) 
progress of edneation and learning have done much to encourage the 
advancement of medical learning; and the medical schools have great- 
K increased the mean! of acquirii^ professional knowledge. But the 
society lias taken a lead in all the measures which have rendered a 
(orupetent education indispensable to tiie reputable standinjg of eveiy^ 
member of the profession. It has thus become a patron, and a pow- 
ei lul one, to the medical schools themselves, since it has extended 
the demand for instiaiction, by the necessity it hhposes upon all its 
members and licentiates of being thoroughly instructed. This is the 
peculiar province of tlic society. Its powers in this respect, are 
ample; and they have been most efficaciously exercised. It is a well- 
established fact, that no man can attain any respectable standing as 
a physician in Massachusetts, o^' acquire any considerable portion of 
the public confiddhce aif a practitioner, ygbo not first obtained fhe 
appiobation of the medical society. , 

'The means by whkh the society has ;kCcom'|i)ished its important 
purposes, arc as siinjdc as thqy arc efficacious. The society has no 
aulltorify to compel an^ one to undeigo its examination; and it ex- 
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ies irregular practitioners from the profession, not by penalties, 

; simj^y by withholding from them the countenance and 'support 
wfiich it^grants to its licentiates. By the original act of incorppra-. 
lion, of 1781, the license of the society conferred no privilege' upon 
the candidate, and in no way distinguished him from other practi¬ 
tioners, exce|^ as it gave testimony to the fact, that he had volunta¬ 
rily submitted to an examination, and passed it with approbatiom 
After the extension of the society, in consequence of the additional 
act^f 1809, a by4aw was adopted, declaring it disreputable and uu- 
any fellow of the society, to advise oc consult with any 
pelreoi^^tip should thereafter ^gpap ienfifc4he practice of medio^^fc or 
s^lgery, unless be either or licentiate of Die society, 

or had taken a medica^degree in Harvard University. This by-law 
has ever since remained in fwce, and constitutes the chiT;r power of 
the, society in excluding irregular practitioners. And fur this pur¬ 
pose entirely efficient. The rule itself is so moderate and rea¬ 
sonable in ite .(dshpas!^ that it affords no occasion for an excitement of 
popular syniqiMl^ in favour of any individual who may be excluded 
by it, by the chiuge oppression or severity. In actual experience, 
the public sentim^.has fully supported the society in executing it. 

' It thus appears, ffiat it was the des^ of the institution, Diat the 
medical society, representing, or rather composed of, the whole body 
of the educated profession in the state, ^ould have the entire control 
of the conditions for admitting candidafea to the profession, and of 
Die qualifications which shall be required of them* Once in tlirec 
year the board of counsellors publi^es a list of books, which candi¬ 
dates arc required to have studioti^ aftd on wIBch they are examihl d 
by the boards of cen^cas, which now amount to four, in as many dis- 
tsicts in different parts of the %fete. But this system, so simple and 
beautifiil’in theory, and indeed still efficient in practice, could not 
be carried into execution in all its simplicity. Previously to the com¬ 
mencement of its operation, there had been already granted to Har¬ 
vard University the right to confer medical degrees, and of course 
the right to fix the qualifications of those who should receive them; 
and it was therefore necessary, in the enlargement of the society, to 
stipulate, that medical graduates of this university should be entitled 
to. the same privileges,^ including th^ right to be admitted fellows, 
after three years apprised practice, as we^'granted by the soricly's 
license. I'hus were.two avemies to the profes^n opened at the same 
time. ..-Jn attempt Was made at an early period, to bring about such 
an uni^TOtween the two institutions, as should, in fact, connect the 
two avenues into one, hut it failed. The requirements of the two in- 
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siitutigiis, however, though not precisely tlie s^me, arc eotii'cly tii- 
iiiilar. •Each requires all the substantial parts of a t]iorou|^ profes- 
hiuual education. It is highly probable tliat all tlie discreparoy that 
l eihams, will,‘at no distant period, be done away. 

Another enci oachment upon the simplicity of this system, has arisen 
at a later period, in consequence of a distrust of its eQcst y, before 
stifi^cicnt time had been allowed it to exhibit its energy. AlthoUgli 
measures were adopted, immediately after the authority to do it was 
granted, to nominate, and elect into the .society, such practitioners 
as were, by their c]\aractcr, fairly entitled to a fellowship, aS' fast 
thell^ncrits became known, yet it would -^viously ^ike a lf3iis^- time 
before all, in the more distant piareTO the stid^'eraMl^hlEls be sou^t 
out and elected. Anqther considerable per^ must be coiasnmed 
while theso^nenibcrs should become accustomed to their, new priyi- 
](»ges and duties. In the course of ten years, the society increased 
from seventy to about three hundred members. A large |»op^rtion 
oC them, although worthy and respectable praotitipieraf.were little 
aecustoiued to act in concert, and Utile awafe (d'^e^.^11 extent of 
the ])o\ver, which a combined action would-^Te to tlmr profession 
without doing violence to the rif^ts of any. In, .tide state of things, 
and in a feeling of impatience, produced by.aoihe empirical proceed¬ 
ings ill a remote part of the state, the legislature, in 1818, passed a 
law to regulate the practice of physic and surgery, requuAng the so¬ 
ciety to appoint examiners in every county, and prohibiting any pi*ac- 
titioner from collecting his fees by law, who should afterwards go 
into practice, without having been first ^ examined and licensed. 
Tins law, it should be remembered, was passed not only without 
any solicitation of the medical society, but ,in opposition to their 
wishes. It contained some provisions which they were unwilling 
1o execute, or rather wliicli in their nature could not be executed, 
'fhey therefore applied to tb^ legislature, and the following year 
obtained a modification of the law. It still, ho'wever, retains tlic 
provision depriving unlicensed practitioners from collecting their 
fees by law. This provision is, in effect, nearly, or quite inopferativo, 
and is therefore in itself of little consequence. It is, nevertheless, 
cL material blemish to the beauty of the system of medical polity of 
the state, and it has been the occasion of introduciong another aiio- 
iiialy, which may at some future day be of importance. 

Within a few years a new medical seltbol has risen up in tlie in¬ 
terior of the state, with the power to confer medical degrees. Ky the 
(irinciplcs which wc have already-explained, the pupils of this school 
should be subject (o examination and license^by the censors of llie 
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Medical Sooit'ly. And so in reality tliey are; but as tUc legisjature 
have exempted them from l!ic operation of the act of 1819, ju.d men¬ 
tioned, they seem in some instances to have supposed themselves en¬ 
titled to liic privileges of licentiates of the society, in the same man¬ 
ner as our medical graduates of Harvard University. There is how¬ 
ever, a gross fallacythis expectation; for although the law allows 
them to practise and to sue for tlieir fees, yet, in regard to tl»e Medi¬ 
cal Society, they stand upon the same footing with otlier unlicensed 
practitioners, with whom no fellow of the society is pennlticd to ad¬ 
vise Or consult. 

t 

All'tiiese diffwent circumstance, how ever, appear to a 

mUch more important influence^prtfUi^ociety in theory, than they 
are capable of exerting upon its actual operations. Thus the nuiuber 
of ^^?aduates of the Berkshire Medical School, who have skilled them 
selves in the state without a license from tlie society, is too small t<i 
interfere effectually with its regulations, and they will conscf|uenlly 
soon find both their interest and their duty unitctl in compelling (hem 
to conform to them. TUe law of 1819, wUl then be but a dead Ictli'i'. 
And in regard to the Medical Institution of Harvard University, there 
too much conformity of principle between it and the sociel}, am.1 loo 
much co-operation in their designs for promoting sound learning, to 
endanger the relations between tliem. 

It results' from tliis sketch, that the principle to which the Massa¬ 
chusetts Medical Society owes all its cflaciciicy, is tne confidence 
placed in it by the community, tliat its ofiicers will not, on the one 
hand, ^ve countenance t 9 any practitioner of medicine who has not 
acquired such an education as should entitle him to support, nor 'tm 
the other hand, withhold it from any who are thus qualificcl. This is 
the true secret, if it may be called such, of all tlie society’s powei-- 
We might go on, and show by a comparison of the success whicli lia> 

^ attended the application of these principles, wiili the effects of (1m* 
more coercive measures adopted by some of the medical societies in 
Europe, that these are not only more consonant to the spirit of oui 
free institutions, but also more efficacious in producing the resuK ile- 
sired of them than any others that have been tried. But we havt* nol 
time to ])ursue this topic, for we must take a brief notice of the pub 
licationa of this society. 

These, as wc have already remarked, are not numerous; few ami 
far between. They consist either of tlie dissertations read at the an 
nual nij^jl^gs of the society, or of communications voluularily ollei- 
ed by twfellows for publication, or, as in one or two inslances. ol 
the reports of committees, which were appointed to investigate Iji*' 



Hale’s IJisiory of Klassachuseits Medical Society. 121 

« 

subjects referred to them. These papers are of course extremely va¬ 
rious in tlieir cliaractcr and elegyee of excellence. In general, those 
of the last mentioned class are the most \aluablc, and those of tlie 
first flic least Jo. The discourse i’cad at the annual meeting, partakes 
in some small degree of the character of a popular address, and so 
i'lw is irot well suited to a thft’ongh discussion of a subject purely sci- 
inlific. Of late years, tbe communications have dwindled to a mere 
publication of this annual discourse. This fac+, which at first view 
seems so disreputable to a society so numerous, respectable, and in 
many respects adue, is to be explained by the great number of pe- 
riot^hjal scientific jonrnais, wliich give employineiit to the talents and 
activity of the more enterprisiiigpdflTons of the profession, and which 
by tlieir ])rompt ajipearance. and the compensation they give for ori¬ 
ginal paperU, furnish stronger inducements than have been held out 
by tbe society I'or the tardily published and unrequited productions 
of its inemhers. 

These considerations will not apply in future, and it may fairly be 
presumed that the society will be able to execute the design, which 
lias been recently declared, of publishing a half voluidc annually. 
At the late meeting of the counsellors in June last, they voted to of¬ 
fer a compensation of one dollar for each printed page, for such me¬ 
dical communications, furnished by fellows of the society, as shall 
be approved for publication, by a committee consisting of the Presi- 
ilent and the two Hecrelaries. If more than sufficient for a hall vo¬ 
lume of two hundred and fifty pages should be offered, of such com¬ 
munications as are worthy of publication, the committe.e are to make 
:i selection of the most valuable papers, and award the compensation 
accordingly. I'his measure, offers to the fellows of the society in¬ 
ducements to write for its publications, as powinful as arc afford^ 
by most of our periodical journals; besides the feeling, which it is 
to bii taken for grained they an* not wanting in, of ambition to pro¬ 
mote its prosperity and honoui'. 

'J'he first publication of the society was made in 1790. It was a 
pamphlet of one hundred and twenty-eight pages, made up chiefly ol 
slioit, papers, containing the remarks of the authors upon detached cases, 
V ith very little attempt ut elaborate generalization or theory. Some of 
them exhibit much acuteness of observation, and a diligent attention 
to the rapid progress of professional science, as cultivated by others 
in their time. 'I'hey are therefore curious and interesting, as connect- 
r<l with the history of the improvements in the profession, although 
those very improvements have long since anticipated them as pracli- 
f aj instructors. The first article is an accoui^t of the weather, and ol 
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the epidemics in the town of Salem, in the year 1786, by Or. Holy¬ 
oke- The venerable author, althouj^h then old emmgh, and of sulli- 
cient stamling to have been the first president of the sociely^ in 
living, (at the great age of a hundred years,) and stiM able to lake 
an interest in the advancement of the profession, ol which, dur¬ 
ing nearly thrce-(]uarters of a century^e was u successful* practi- 
tiuper. llis meteorological journal, which has been continued thrr.ugh 
nearly or quite the whole of tliis periixl, lias a considerable porlion ol 
it been published by tlie American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
and the remaining series is in tlieir hands for publication. 

The second article is a shor^accouiyL of an epidemic sore^'lliroat 
in the town ofDigbton, in 1785 antTirSC, und contains nothing that 
requires a particular notice. Then follows an account of some trials 
with a new remedy, (long since forgotten,) for epilepsy, the cow 
parsnip, (Ilcrachum lanatiim.) It was about as successful as most 
of the many otlier specifics for this fonuidable disease, having gi\e/i 
relief in three out of five cases. The most remarkable part of this pa¬ 
per is the fact related that to one of the epilejitic patients, “ Ihc 
good woman,” had administered the whole of a liumun placenta dried 
and powdered, of course without effecting a cure. 

The two next papers give some of the earlier examples of piacficcs 
in surgery which have long since become well established j the freat- 
ment of curvature of the spine by issues, and covering the stump af¬ 
ter amputation with the natural integuments. There can he no more 
striking illustration of the rapidity of the improvements in niodm n 
surgery, than the fact tlvat these modes of treatment were so recently 
new to men of extensive learning and experience in the profession. 
The same remark will apply with eipial forci^ to the tweIDh and hist 
Urtlclc, which is an account of tying the crural artery with a suc¬ 
cessful result. The intermediate papers arc such as to Imve possess¬ 
ed some interest at the time, but cb) not ni>w demand attention. 
When this publication was made, there was no such thing known as 
a medical review, and no medical journal was published in New Kng- 
land. It was therefore a useful appendix to it to give some extracts 
from Rigby on Uterine Ilajmorrhage, and from several other works, 
which W'cre then scarce and of practical utility. 

The society made no further publication until 18tl4, and then only 
published the dissertation read before the «ociely by Dr. R\m> at the 
annual meeting. It was on phthisis pnlmonalis, and on digitalis as a 
remedy in that disease. Tliis w as followed in 1800, by a longer 
phlet, containing six articles; the animal address hy Dr. Fisiii;n, who 
was afterwards inany^ycars president of the society; a case of rup 
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lured ^itcrurt; a case of compound dislocation anfl fracturcj a case of 
retenti(fn of urine; case of a wound and of tying the femoral artery; 
and a paper on worms in difl’ercnt parts ol the body. '1 he case of the 
feiiiofal arter\;; again reminds us «»i tlu* rapidity ol the improvements 
uhich surgery has undergone. Ho lately as 1806, it was still a pro¬ 
blem iu tl»e mimls (d' many, whether so large, an artery as ti. femoral, 
tbe tied witli safety to the limb. Indeed, in this case, the sur¬ 
geon, Dr. Wahhkn, was not able to convince the patient and his 
Irii'iids of the danger of the wound, and the comparative safety ol 
the ojierutioii unlil^it nas to<» late, and the result was fatal. 

"'fifeuisuy, auotlier collection of papers was published, which com¬ 
plete. the first volume. It is madcap cinefly of short histories of 
rases, wiiicli although in general curious, do not admit of being con¬ 
densed intf^^an abstract such as our limits require. Indeed, a mere 
relation of cases is ol'llnle \alue in promoting medical knowledge. 
When a \aiiety of analogous cases is brouglit togctlier so as to esta¬ 
blish some ju'inciple, or to direct to a correct method of practice^ 
they become of the greatest importance. But when an author does 
nolliljig more than to relate the history of his case, without connect¬ 
ing ii at all with the knowledge already existing on tlie subject to 
nliich it ielates, although his facts may be curious and interesting, 
his paper scarcely deserves to be ranked even with the humblest ef¬ 
forts for the advancement of tlic science. These remarks apply to 
tile gr'eatej’ paft, but not to all the papers in this portion of the coiu- 
miinications under consideration. 'Vhere is the history of an opera¬ 
tion for strangulated crural hernia, with practical remarks by Dr. 

\V anen, Avliich liave been highly vafuable at a time when the 

tine prat lice was much less geiieially known in this country than it 
at present, 'fliere is also a still more elaborate paper by Dr. Got¬ 
ham on the fAjtta vifiata or potaloe-fly. The discovery of the medicinal 
properties of this insect, so cqjirely similar in all respects, as Dr. 
tiorluiin found them in a variety of trials, to tliosc of the true cantha- * 
rides, seemed at one time to promise the greatest benefits to our 
country, when the ditlicuUies in the way of our intercourse with 
Kuropc rendered the foreign fly scarce and expensive. But since 
cmnmerr e has been restored to its former channels, the attempts to 
galher (he domestic fly appear to have ceased; and the lact that an 
iiiscr t so unlike in appearance, possesses the same medicinal virtues, 
both for exteiiial use and internal administration, as (lie genuine can- 
tharides, remains rather as a curiosity than as a mailer ol present 
practical interest. 

But by far the most valuable pa])er in this publication, or indeed 
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in the whole volume, is the appendix. It is the report of a convnittcc 
appointed by the counsellors on the 3d of February, J808, “to inquire 
into the present state of the evidence respecting tlie prophylactic 
power »)t ilic cow-j)Ock, and to report such measures as;they may find 
to be expedient for establishing the practice on a safe foundation;” 
and was read to the society on the 1st of June of the same year. 
This report brings togetiier a great body of evidence to show tlie<#;fli- 
cacy of vaccination as a preventive against small-pox, and examines 
the objections whicli had been imule to the [iractice, showing how 
some of them may be fully obviated, and the force of otlicrs materially 
(llminishcd. 

It is worthy of particular reiltlirk, as showing the industry and re¬ 
search with which this report was jirepared, and the acuteness i»f ob¬ 
servation and sound reasoning of its author, that tlie inflm nee of cow- 
pock in producing a modified small-pox or varioloid, as it has since 
been called, in the few cases in which small-pox is not Avliolly pre¬ 
vented by it, is distinctly asserted on evidence drawn from Wu.lan, 
Adams, and others. This fact is now sufliciently M'ldl established, 
but it was wholly overlooked or forgotten for fifteen or twenl v years 
after it was clcaidy announced in this report; until it came u]> again 
as a new discovery in consequence of the spread of small-pox, lii’st 
in Great Britain, and then in this country. Indeed, we tlo not ap¬ 
pear to have had, until within these last few years, such a period us 
Mr. Goldson required as the only sufficient test (»rthe cfticacy of 
vaccination, when he remarked that “the full extent (tf the powers 
of vaccination can only be ascertained when llic small-pox shall 
again become the prevaifing epidemic. AVhen the sfafe, of <hc air 
shall again be so far variolated, that seclusion can be of litlle avail: 
tj»en will be tlic time to prove how far the security vaccination gives 
will extend.” Such a test wc have now had, and upon a most ex¬ 
tensive scale, No one who has observed with what readiness the 
amall-pox has broken out in almost every part of this country as well 
as in Europe, and with w'hat frequency it has shown itself in the un¬ 
protected in its worst forms, hurrying to a fatal tenninaiion, wc 
flunk, can doubt that a disposition to tins epidemic has prevailed 
within the last fev years to sucIj an extent as would, but for the pro¬ 
tection alTcrded by vaccination, have produced the most tcirible con¬ 
sequences. And if the result of the test has been somewhat less i'a- 
vourablc, the ptcdeclion less complete than the more sanguine of the 
promoters of vaccination anticipated, yet when wv compare the I’osult 
with the alarm and ravages of former epidemic pcrioils, wc liavo 
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abundant reason to rejoice, and to promote a practice which lias pre- 
vented’so much suffering, and preserved so many lives. 

From'the following extract it would almost seem that the commit¬ 
tee had actually foreseen tlie occurrences of the last few years. 
“Ptom the evidence which has been furnished to the public,^’ says 
the report, “ it appears un<iucstionably that very many peis-ons, who 
have i)cen supposed to be secured from small-pox by vaccination, 
have been subsecpicntly affected with small-por in a degree more or 
less severej altliougli the occurrence of that disease under such cir¬ 
cumstances, has >viy rarely been followed by death. From the num- 
be'r^tvf instances of this sort, which have already been made public, 
there is reason to believe that very many similar ones will occur, 
unless prevented by seasonable caution. To whatever cause these 
events maybe attiibidetl, it is not to be presumed, that we shall be 
exempt from simil.n uusfoi tunes in tliis country, unless we provide 
against them; and as tin-v would probably take place during the 
general prevalence of ^mall-pox among us, and would therefore, 
happen many of thorn at the same moment, flicy would be peculiarly 
distressing.’’ 

A very laVgc proporlioii of the cases of small-pox after vaccination, 
or supposed vaccination, the committee attribute to the imperfect 
manner in wbicli the row-pock inoculation was perforjiied^ cs])ecia]ly 
in the lirst years of its introduction, before its cliaracfer, and the 
precautions \^iicb it rei[uirc(l, were fully known, ami when tlie sim¬ 
plicity of the operation, ami the mildness of the tliseasc led man^' 
uneducated persons to practise vaccinatityu They relate stnue re¬ 
markable examples of inaUcnlion and ignorance In the>.e respects, 
which w'<ire followed hy very dejilorable couse<|uences. Thesi* c\ils 
may be obviated in fuUin*, by making it extensively known, thfil 
however siiii])le the operation itself, there are cii'ciunstunces coii- 
necled with the disease wliicl * require the best skill of an educated . 
physician to pronounce in all cases upon its genuine character. This 
lias in a great measure been alrcaily done. Few persons, we believe, 
are now disposed to vaccinate themselves or tlieir chiUlren, for the 
sake of saving the physician’s fee. 

'riie committee u'ere aware, as the whole profession have since 
been, that this made but a part jof the case. It is however, tnie.** 
they say, “-that all the cases of failure cannot be referred to igno 
ranee in the inocuiators; and that the small-pox has appeared with a 
character more or less strongly marketl, even in tliose who have been 
vaccinated by regular practilioners of medicine; and indeed by 
peactitioners who have bad much expencnce, jiid been well informed 
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on the subject of cow-pock.” Of tliis fact they then give tl<>e evi- 
fleiice, in a variety of cases from Willan, the Medical and Physical 
Journal, Medical and Chinirgical Review, and others; and add the 
following remark. “ It should, hou'cver, be noted,- that in most 
cases where the vaccine has exhibited its proper charactersj^hc 
subsequent variolous affection is evidently modified, and rendered 
much more mild by the vaccination. In short, where the small-pox 
has not been prevented by the vaccine-pock, it has not been disarmed 
of its terrors.” The truth of this observation lias been so fully esta¬ 
blished witliin these few years, that it seems not -a little remurkahle 
thatitshoiihl liave attracted nomorc attention al the time it w'lis iifacJe. 
Tt is twenty years since this committee came to this conclusion, drawn 
from a thonuigh examination of all the cviilcnce which the disease 

had then nIVonled. Rut it is onlv a sliort time since the world at 

• 

large, or even tlie profession generallv, witc await* that an\ such 
modification of small-pox can be proiluced by cow-poc.k; and >et at 
the present day, perhajis no fact in medical science is more univer 
sally acknowledged. 

Tiic report next proceeds to show tliat the sanv tiling is true ol 
small-pox; that although it is tin* general law tif die ‘tlisi*asc, (h:U 
the constitution which has <mce been atlected by it, is imt again sus¬ 
ceptible of it, cases do sometimes occur of a second inlet.lion. Se¬ 
veral such cases are related from ilitferent aulbors. In two of l!u‘m 
the second attack proved fatal; but in general, the same etfect was 
noticeil in modifying the disease, as in the case of cow-jiock. 

It is not necessary for us to follow the commitlee in their answei 
tothe various objections w'liicb batl been urged against the practice of 
vaccination. The experience of twenty years, wliicli is iipw addetl 
lb that of the eight or ten which had preceded tlieirreptirt, since tliis 
practice w'as first introduced to the w'orld, has fully confirmed the 
, corrertness of their views, and long »nce rendered any further con¬ 
sideration of the. subject, in tliis point of view, unnecessary. The 
principal difliculty was then, still more than it has since been, to 
ensure that all wlio arc vaccinated sliould have the genuine disease. 
The committee foil'>w the London Original Vaccinc-pock Jnstitulion, 
in recoinmeiuling a second vaccination as a test of the genuineness 
of the first; and they particularly recommend, witli Ur. Willan, thaf 
all who liad passed tinough the disease, iluring the two or three first 
years, before, its distinctive characters were well known, sliould sub 
mit to this test. 

This proposal to va^ ciiiatc a second time, should not be confoun»b*!l 
with a proposition whi^li has been recently made, to rc-vaccinate for 
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Iho purpose of desirojing any I’L'inaining snsccplibiUty to i>mali-|>ox. 
wliicliiH supposed to exist, even after a perfect vaccination. * Kot 
.only is tile object of the proposed re-vaccination entirely tliflerent, 
but it rests upon the supposition ol an entirely opposite state of facts, 
M'll^ecenl proposition supposes that iiiahirge proportion of cases, (one 
in htiiitv,) the system is capable of going a secoml time, iirongh a 
pi‘«f]'ect fonn of the disease. AN hereas the c*)minitlee, foul:.! their 
l■^‘<•o^muenclation of a second inoculation, as a test of the eflicaev ol 
the first, upon the fact, that a second perfect disease is of sucli rare 
^curieiice as lojender inoculation with vaccine matter, as sure a 
tes^of the genuiiiene'-s of the first disease as inoculation with small¬ 
pox. Tliev i[uote in detail from the minutes of the London Original 
Vaccine-I’ock Institution, puhlished in the Medical and Chirurgical 
lloiew, sacral cases in w hich the tihil was made by inoculating one 
arm with small-pox, and the otlier with cow-pock, of patients who 
ha<l jiroxionsly had genuine cow-pock. The following is the result 
as ipiofed from the same minutes. According to these trials which 
seem to confirm seveial hundred others alfeady instituted by this 
t‘stah1]s}nnent, the constitution is alike, susceptible or unsusceptible 
of tlie Moari-pox and cow'-pock; of course the matter of tlie lattci* 
may be relii'd upon as a test, as much as that of the former. How¬ 
ever, us the local atfeclion of tlie cow-puck without constitutional 
disorder, not UTifreijUently resembles the cow-])ock atfeniled by coii- 
siitulional atiection; and as in a certain proportion of cases, ihe 
sinall-jioN can take place after distinct cow-pock, as well as the cenv* 
pock; it has been asserted that a person is suscejitible repeatedly of 
the coxv-pock, though not of the small-pox, and in this way tiu* erroi 
may be oxplaiiied.” So confident were the olficersof the inslitutioii. 
of the etlicacy of this test, that it is stated by the report, they gate 
to each individual xvho had suhmitted to it, after being first vaccinated 
at (he institution, a certilicatc*thathe liail undeigone the vaccine dis- ^ 
ease, witli a promise that if he should afterwai’ds take the stuall-pox, 
the institution vvoulil ]>ay him the sum of five guineas. 

AVe shall make only one more extraet from this Heport. “'I'ln* 
committee an* aware, that few persons in this country aj*e pre|)a?i*il 
to hear from this society, tliatlhe vaccine disease is not, in all eases, 
a perfect security against (he siuaIl-]»o.\, and they presume it will be 
leared by M»nie that suggestions of this sort, which must accomp.iny 
any remedy that shall be pro|»osed, may deter our fellow citi/.en:^ 
Irinn submitting to vaccination, ami thus de*privc us of (lie security 
which tliis practice will uiidouhtedly atford. lint the committee 
led asbured that thia society caiiiml desire bj make any statement on 
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this Hubjeci, which is not perfectly accordant with trutli; and that the 
friends of \accinatioii can have no interest otliertliaii that of ilifliisiiij^ 
a must iiiipoHaul blessing, under such jirccautions that it shall not 
be alloyeil by any future disappointments.” This sam^* apprehension 
of weakening the public confidence in the efficacy and value o#.c- 
cinafion, has in our day often been made an argument against a free 
discussion of tliis subject. .Hut in a community like tliis, it slnwild 
l)c remembered, tiie public confidence is not to be obtained nor pre¬ 
served by concealment. J^et the whole merits of the case be fully 
made known, and the great body of the ])eop!c w’Jl not fail to esti¬ 
mate pretty cmrectly its value. Although it be true that vaeeinarioii 
affords a less universal protection than w'as formerly supposed, }et it 
is only necessary to make known tlie true extent of that protection, 
as compared with the liistory ofsmall-jiox itself to sunicieiit 

inducements to all to undergo tlie cow-pock inoculation. It appears 
from a late report of the National Vaccine Institution, [iiihlisheil un- 
«!er the sanction of some of the first names in the profession in Great 
Britain, that the propoHion of those who take tlie small-pi>\ in Its 
modified form, after vaecinalion, is not greater than tliat of those who 
died of inoculated small-pox, when inoculation with that disease 
W'as practised. This proportion is elsewhei'e slated at one in two 
hundred and tiftj. J^et it he remeinberetJ in this connexion, that less 
than one in a thousand die of modified sniall-pox after cow-pox, and 
W'o are brought to the conclusion tliat less than one individual in two 
hundred and fifty thousand vaccinated persons, die of small-pox; and 
let tliis fact be remembered too in connexhm with the opp<ising fact, 
which rests we believe on undisputed authority, that before, (lie bene¬ 
fits of vaccination wore made known by Dr. Jenner, one out of every 
»ix who were subjected to small-pox died of that distressing and 
loathsome disease. So far >vas tlie first publication of the fact that a 
modified small-pox docs sometimes o^cur after vaccination, from «li- 
ininishing tlie public confidence in the cow-pock, we believe that this 
report ilid much to increase that confnlence, particularly in IVIassa- 
chusetts, ami to extend tlie practice of vaccination. Tndceil it seems 
to liavc been cliiePy owing to the fact that the confidence in this dis¬ 
ease was so entlie as to prevent discussion in regard to if, that the 
doctrines advanced in tliis report attracted no more attention when 
it was first published. AV'e have dwelt thus long on this re]»ort. not 
merely on account ef its intrinsic merits, but because tlie subject is 
one of peculiar intmest at the present time. We must pass hastily 
over the remaining pvibliralions of tlie society. 

The second volume was published in three parish the first in IhoP. 
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liu» lasit in 1813. It is made up orniiieteen articles, two of them not 
. nri^inah Article I. is on the lymphatic swelling of the inferior ex- 
trrmines'of puerperal women, by Jvmks Mann, M. 1). II. ObscrA'a- 
rnk.is Voiicorni|i<> tln^ inllueir/.a of iBor, by Ja.mks Jacksox, M. 1). 
HI. *Facls relatiii;!^ to tlie miiall-pox and c<*\v-pock in JVovidcnce in 
1808, Uy Dr. Jlowrx. The two next articles j^ivc cases o. epilepsy 
aiMUof ovarian dn)j)sy. In ar ticle VJ. we have an account of an epi- 
ilenii< ill Medfieh! in IStlf); the same A\hich afterwards attracted so 
imich notice, and much alarm under ilie name of spotted 

r*‘w*r. , 

.Mtii le \. is eidillctl cases of oii^anic diseases of the heart, with 
«li“-sei lions, by .louN (’. \t \umi \, M. I). J t is a hij^hly valuable paper, 
irivin*; ten cases, with the appearances exhilrited on dissection, illus 
trated liy eiy;ra\inL!;>. and with practical remarks. It is not a little 
remar kabie that a di.-.Mse wliii h must, fi’om its nature, have always 
•"msomI, should (ormerlv have been so little known, or so confounded 
with allections of other oi.'xans. AVlien at length it was brought to 
the attenlion of lire jirofession, there was for A time an extravagance 
in ruiinino; info Ihc o])po>lb‘ e\(reme. i’hysicians sometimes found 
diseases of Ua* heai t in mere nervous palirilation, and predicted death 
in -some < a*es w here tliere was lit!Ic real disease. Tliis is perhaps 
the ri'asoii fliat so mucli Ic'ss is vaid of (Iris class of diseases now tlian 
a Jew >eai> ago. 'Du* paper of Dr. AVarren does not admit of Jjeing 
e^»uden^ed into an ubsliaet. li is a clear, coucisi* liUtoj v of tin* seve¬ 
ral c ases, and furnishes a bod> of most useful kno\\h*dgcj. 

hi ISH) file sjioUed fever, whose first appearance in tluj country 
vve lia\e alrc'adv noticed, had <*\tended itself tc» so many places, and 
produced j^o much alarm, lh.it the counsellors of the society were 


induced in M arc h of that y 
its thaiacier, causes, &.(. 


ear to appoint a commiUec to iuvestigatt 
This committees pre])ared a series of in- 


^piirie.-, and addressed them in«a circular letter to those physicians 
who were c*ouversant A^itll the disease, and reported to the society in 
June. This report gives the history and symptoms of the disease as 
liirnished by the answers the committee leccived, and from such 
other information as they could ohlain in so short a time, without 
having themselves seen tin: disease, unless in a very few instances, 
and then the views of the committee* respecting the character of the 
e|>idcmic, and ol the best mode of treatment. Few diseases have 


given rise to n»ore opposite ojunioiis, or received more dissimilar 
treatment than this. The course recommended by the committee is 
in some respects a middle one. This is altogether natural, since 
bi-mg at a distance from its ravages, they could more coolly form 
\o. V.—Nov. 18^28. rir] * 
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their opinions, arid were less exposed to run into either extremco The 
report is an ;d>Ie and elaborate production, and although the descrip¬ 
tion wants soniething of that vivacity wliich it would have-received 
if the mendjers of the committee had been personally familiar with 
the disease; it is on the whole, one of the best papers that have been 
written on this terrible epidemic. 

After ibe report on spotted fever, we have a dissertation read at 
the annual meeting, on the progress of meilical science in Massachu¬ 
setts, by JosiAif HAurt.K'jT, M. J). and tlien several short articlesVni 
particular remedies; a dissmtation on lieat and cold; and another 
paper oil spotted fever; ami at the close of the volume a more ehiho- 
rate arlii le liy John ^Vln■ren, M. I). then jiresulent of (lie society, on 
tile ineieiiiial practice in febrile, diseases. J)r. Warren llrst gives a 
history of the introduclion of the preparations of mereui'V into prae- 
tie«‘, investigates their modes of action, and d«‘scribes tlie cases 
to wliieli they v\ere ajiplicable. It is curious to see how short a time 
a medicine of such general and edieneions applii'atioii has been in the 
liands of the professioin Dr. Wairen relates tlie rollowing anecdote 
to sliow tlie prejudire that existed so late as irrd, against, its use 
even in small-jiox, inwliieli it was at]o|)ted inucli earlii'i than inmost 
other diseases. Dr. JiVinvM jirofessed to prai tice. the Siittonian 
[>hin of inoculation, which v\as given not t<» consist in a mode of pre- 
jiaration in which no mercui y was used. On tlie faith of this siipjio- 
sitioii, a large liospital was filleil witli ])alients in a neigldiouriiigtowiu 
and several classes jiassed through the distemper with alMiut the usual 
success. One of the persons in the liospital suspicious of Ids having 
taken mercury, hail some of the jiilU which liad bemi given to him 
analy/.cti, and a ipiantity of i|ulcksil\er was revivifuMl li’om ihem. 
{ufonnation oi’lhis circumstance gc*tting lo tlie ears of the pulilie. a 
general indignation was t‘\cited again.^l the inoculatoi-, as using a 
noxious ami deleterious mediidm^, anwi tiie Iju.siiiussol inoculation was 
soon after suspemled." 

Fur a long lime mercurv was given secietlv, ami in \er> small 
doses. One or two grains a day,’' sa^s Dr. \\\ was as much as 
was considered Si*''e in v iolent tliseases, ami ev en by that quant it v the 
constiluliem was. .■suspected to be weakened, ami whatever disease 
happened within tmi or fifteen years after the use ol* it, was inijmtetl 
to the intluence of this medicine.'’ Dr. 'V. gives to Dr. (’iiisiiolm 
the credit of haviiii* first relied ehielly ujion nierenry as a remeily in 
yellow fever; and this was so late as Jrb.l. The remarks on the use 
of mercury are emim*ntly judicious and ]iractical, the result ol' long 
experience and accurate observation. 
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TItfi third volume of the society’s rommuiiications was published 
in two parts, in 1819 and 18ii‘2. Tlio volume commem os with* a dis- 
•sertiitioii on pneumonia, read l)elhr« the society in 1808, Imt not pub- 
lidn'il till (hi^ time, Iiy John liuoous, M. i). afti'iuards for several 
M'ars ^o\emor (d* Massachusetts. 'I'his is f(»Ilo\ved l>v a tlisscrialion 
on cyn*in( he trachealis l)v KieiiAun llAzi:r/i ink, M. I). rt.iJ at the 
annual meotin«^ in IHl^. These are both praetic.d tn*atises, wliich 
do not ilevelope an\ peculiar theory or mode of practice. The dis¬ 
sertation of tin* rollonint:; year, liowe\er, has been the. occasion ol 
inUodiicini; into fstalilished juactice ihn)iiu.hout tlie >\ovhl, a new 
a’ud most iinpiirtant ai;ent in meilicine. 'i'his is tin* paper by 
(Irn I'.u I’uKsi-oIT, Al. I). on secale cornutum. or er"<»t, whicli 
^^as lead to the soiiiMs .him* 18I.». Me are thus particul.u 
in repaid tei tin* ilati*. becniisi* since the \alm* of ei«ut lias become, 
M!*II known, the ri\ ,}.l ot liavini; iulrodneed it into notici* lias been 
i iaimeci for those wlio were inucli later in acknnu hMli^inu i^'^ virtues. 
I)i. Pi escoli. do<*s nut pndeinl to have been the fu st to (lis< (ner tlie 
jie( liJiar pi<iperties of this iin*diciiH*, but assi^ins to J)r. Si r.vuxb the 
tieilil ol linviii'i Jiist imnh*, them known in a pajier published in the 
New ^’oi k >le!li( mI Jtepositorv. He, however, iii\ estimated the na- 
hiial hi-i(or\ of eru'd, and carefully oh^l•r^ed its medicinal (pialities; 


and it in i liief]\ to his l.ibnui s that the world is indidited for the know 
li’il^e of if s \alii.*. J li* tlid not coidine hlm-el( to a i af ele^s obsi‘i \ii 
Imn ot its u^'deral ejVocls, hiil with nnu h tli'>ci lininalion pointed out 
the case-* <o wiiiili it is .nhqded, and when it is to be .noided. W e 
rue told in Hr. 'rn\rem,u\ American Mefiical llio^^i.i[ili>, lliat this 
disseiialion was reprinted in l^bilatleljihia and l.ontlon, and w.i'^ 
traiisl.ited into the Kri*in’h and (lermaii lan^uajiies; and was publish¬ 
ed in lull, so iar as lelates to the medicinal pioperliesol'ei^ot in tUe 
Hiitlonaiie de** Sciences Aledicales. 

Seu'i.il ol'lhe remainim;^ ailicles in this \oluine are. Avorihy of a 
more evtejuled notice than wi* are able to eive tlu'in, for the leiii^fh 
of lids article admonishes ii.s (Iiai it is time to hriiij; it to a close. 
Hr. Jack.->on% diss(*italion on lever, and Hr. WarrciPs "compaiatiu* 
view ol the sensorial and nervous system in man and aiiimaU,” are 
vorlhy ut the hi«i:h reputation ol’llieir authors: but we cannot enter 
upon an anal v sis of them at tlie < lose of a lonij; article. 1 n April, 18 K>, 
the pi'i'sidejit of till* society^ Hr. John Warren, <Iii‘d, and the < 0011 
sollors appoiiued Hr. Jackson to deliver an address at his fiim'ia/. 
'i’his euIoi;\ makes a part of tlic juesent volume. It is an elinjiienl 
delineation of the character and \irlues of ils distinj;uislK‘d ''Ul)j<‘cl. 

For several s past, the publications of llie socieU. althoiij^h moi e 
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frequent than formerlv, have been small. Five pamphlcta, as.parls 
of the* fouHh \oIiime, have been published, containing the annual dis¬ 
sertations for the last seven years. One of them is an eulogy on tlic' 
late Governor Brooks, who was president of the socic^ at the'time 
of his death, and the others are discussions of some medical topic; 
but it must be owned that they do not add much to the stock,of pro¬ 
fessional learning. For many years past the only communications 
have been the annual discourses; and so long as this continues to be 
the case, a large proportion of the publications will possess but a very 
moderate value. It may be expected, however, tli^t tlic inducements 
w'hich are now' oiTered for more elaborate communicalions, w ill tfot 
fail of producing a half volume of some worth the next year. 

We must, however, again remark, that making books is not the 
leading object of the society. Had the society never pu*)lished any 
thing, it would not have at all failed in accomplishing the great pur¬ 
poses for which it W'as established. Of w hat it has])ubli>licd, although 
some of its papers will never be read enough ti> be forgotten, tliere 
are others which will ever be regarded as valuable contributions to 
medical science. 

Boston^ Jltly^ 18 ‘ 28 . 
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Art. XV. On the iVattfre nnd T.\eixtincnt of 'Fclanus and IIyd:opho- 
with sonu Ohserraliona on a Natural ClasHification of Dis¬ 
eases in (tCneraL IJy Roheht Rf.id, iVI. D. Licentiate of King 
and Quern’s (Njlirge td' IMijsiciaiis in Dublin, Member of tlie Royal 
* Medical Sociefyof Kdiidnirgh, &lc. 

This is n wmk lo vliicli we cannot attach much value. Itisavery 
slim, ji'june, and pmnrious production, exhibiting a mere sketch of 
llie history^d* (he di>eases of wliich it purports to treat, and even this 
not cxecidi’d in (lu* best maniiiT. Rut it contains the modern views 
of the patlndoijv t>r these ti'rriblo nftcclioiis, with nInch some of our 
reader.^ inav be interested, and this constitutes its chief claims to our 
atteiition, li\ery writer, lu^wever, is to be jtidged, according to an 
oil! maxim, by his design—and perhaps the preceding remarks are not 
just to our aflthor, since he may have aimed at little moie than he 
has performed, and we are willing, witli our usual spirit of benevo- 
lenct*, thus t<» consider the case, and to retract altogether, or soften 
the severity of our strictures. What he has omitted, we shall endoa- 
\oiir in jmrl to supply, and present a sort of synopsi>or digest of the 
existing stale (d‘our knowledge in relation to the subject. Invert¬ 
ing the arrangeineiii of tlie work, we shal\ first apply ourselves to 
tlic discussion of In drophobia, and from tlic copiousness of the mallei 
before us,,it will probalily occupy as many of our pages as we can 
now cninenientlv ajiprnpriate to it, and hence we maybe coni^ielled tt> 
postpone to n subscipient occasion, our observations on teiamis. 

'rhe term bydroplioliia, whirli inean.s an aversion to water, does 
not hlrictlv dc.signate the disease. Cases have freipienliy occurreil 
of it, w ithout :in> such <lread <ir dislike of that <»r other Iluids. it 
has ]»crha])s with pro]»rielv heen remarkeil by ]Mk\i>k, that it should 
have been called c*<<, a dilliculty of swallowing, rather 

than 'cS'^ofpo^ia.^ ordread of watei. 15e it as it may, that tiilc is still 
inappropriate, ns derived from a^solitnry syintitom, instead ol (hege¬ 
neral character of the disease. Heing more prevalent among dogs, ir 
i.s also called rabies canina. As bowe\cr other animals are occasion¬ 
ally the subjects of tlie disease, a more comprehensive name sluuild 
be conferred on it. Hu! since that of Imlnipliobia stM’ins now to be 
'^oi^iveiitiiijially adopted, we sliall retain it in tbi* eiiHiiuu iiii|uii\. 
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Tlic curiosity commonly entertained regarding the origin dia- 
ease9> excites a regret that the early notices of them are often involv¬ 
ed in obscui*ity* Those who contend for the anticpiity qf hydros 
phobia, cite certain passages from JIomer, in which the figureofea- 
nine rage is employed to illustrate the vehemence of turbulent and 
4'xasj)eraled passion. Rut these passages seem to refer rather to tlie 
orilinary fury of that animal than to any specific mailness. 

Neither by HirrocnATEs nor Celsus, or by any otlier writer o( 
tliose periods is tlie disease mentioned. It is said, though wo never 
could find it in his works, to be noticed bv Auistotj.k. (‘ielii s Al - 
RF.LiANus, who livctl mucli hder, is the first authority who distiiuMy 
treats of it, and from his having entered into a long discussion of the ' 
question, whether hydropluibia was a ue.w* disease or not, it is ])re 
sumable that it had attracted little attention jirevioiisly. ,lt isasseii 
oil by Plutarch and Cleuc that it originated m tlie time ot As- 
CLEPiADEs, who lived in Rome Irom the hegiuniug to the middle ol 
the first century. But this is questionable. uiirm taln aa- 

several other points connected with the hi^roiy of the diMM-.e, ami 
among which, not the least interesting, is the mode in wliuli it oii 
ginated. Did it primarily arise from a specific l onlagi m. on wlTn h 
it continues to be dependant, like \ariola and ^imilar ca'*!'". or va^ 
it generated, and still is occasioiiall\, by some general cause^r 'I'ln- 
former is the common and best sn.'.iaiiied opinion, lliongh there ate 
not wanting ■'Oiue who hold the opposite view of the subject, ami 
hence tlie di^eu'-e has been di\ided into tramnalic and spontaneous, 
a» excited by a peculiar virus inserted in a wound, or a> jirocei'ding 
from ordinary morbid agencie-i. 

Nor is it iletermined with whatcla-.:^ of animals it commem ed. oi 
to which it in reatricted. The former point it in idle iit di>cu^n. and 
as for the lattei, all we know W'ith cejlaiiity in, that iieniden ilu- hn 
man specie^, it is met with in the ravine, the feline', the ( (juine, tin- 
bovine, and particularly in dog^. 'I'o these Itoi khaavi. addn jioiilii v 
as sometimes aifected, which seems contrai \ to common exjiei iein **. 
The disease however may occur in other animain, eluding our atien 
tion from the slender opportunities uiVorded of observing it in then 
wibl or undomealicated stale 

1 here is much reason to conclude, from a revicAv of the most fainilt.ii 
and authenl.il ated tacts, that it commenced in dogn, ami lia-. ever sim i- 
inthchuman subject undoubledli, and probably in all miiei iuntancen, 
been communicated bv a vini<, dieresultnf aspecilir sccieloi v pim e-^ 
peculiar to the ranine race. No le her animal ha.n tlie faiuliv ol rt-pio 
dm iug the conlagmiis mat ler. ( anr-^ indeed ai e iei oi ded, one ol who i, 
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came under our own care, where the diHcasc was supposed to have been 
eycitcd*l>y tliii bite of a rabid cat. But as such instances are of rare oc- 
'currencc> which would not be so, from our constant exposure to that 
anhnhl, hail iC such a power, it may be presumed that it was other¬ 
wise ac(|uired, or was mistaken for some of those nervous al**''ctions, 
sometimes very closely imitative of hydrophobia. It is reported, we 
are.aware, (hat it has been communicated to other animals by Majen- 
DiE and Biiksslkt by inoculation with the saliva jI* a man in the dis¬ 
ease, and (liat a similar result was produced by Mr. King, from 
that of a r.ibid co\^ iiiserled into a fowl.*^ But this is improbable in 
itself, and is j endered still more so, as boin;^ in contradiction to simi¬ 
lar experimenls made l»y other persons.! The apparatus in the dog 
for the secjTiioii of saliva is very peculiar, and by virtue of which it 
may be pn^iimed it exclusively possesses the faculty of elaborating 
this \irulent pioduct. 

By what single or combination of circumstances it liad its ori^n, 
it were vain now to inipiire: but w'e are not without grounds to sus¬ 
pect, dial (hough at jiresent it may not be gt^ieratcd, de noro, there 
are causes which ])redi>pose to or excite this disease, and at all events, 
promote pre\alence in dogs. 

l?.t. ('onj/nr/nnit of/besr aniinah in?Htrro7V^ hot^ and ilt-venlilated 
p/arr.y.—It is notorious that packs of hounds thus situated, and even 
:i single dog habitually chained and kcuuelleih is liable to become 
nlleeted. 


*2d. J)u t vithcr scanty or jnitruL—WoY.'Rn\\\v. and his commenla- 
(or, \\\ »Swir.'iL\, are ilecidedly of this opniion, and Youxg, in his 
Annals of Agrieulliire, >avs. that canine madness chiefly arises 
fiom the iiunduT of ill kept and ill fed dogs.'' tt is aflirmed that for¬ 
merly wluni horses and other animals which died in (his city wort^ 
lliioun on tiu' eommon'^ uid)uried. and dogs fed on the currioin ra¬ 
bies. wa.«» lieqmMit. wliiih ha-* cwmparatixely eeased sinee the discon- 
(inuaiue of the j)raeliiM'. 'riie same has been remarked after liatllcs 
in warm climates, and it is known, (hat in the season ol the ftsheries 
on our great water coiiises, especially on tlie Potomac, wliore large 
ipiantilies of livh are permitted to remain to putrifv. that the disease 
to ,1 greater extent is an Usual c(msei|uenco. 


.^d. Dr/icicncff of n'iffer, —Ai^ impression of the influence of this 
cause is so sti'mg (hat it has attracted legislative interposition, and 
provisions liave Ih'eii made aceordingly in some of the West India 
Islands, (ill* a supply of it.at certain periods of drought. 


* Mcdicftl tlazcllc, No. 27, 1SC8. 


I Uuntcr, Arnold, €vC. 
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4th. Extreme M’a/.—The councctiou of tlie disease with o high 
degree of temperature w as observed by some of the earliest »tvnters 
on it, and we believe that our own experience teaches that It prevails 
almost exclusively in our hot W’cather. Mutsuch is not the case ifvih-y 
where. As to the AVest Indies, it is diflicult to determine the point 
Bj Hillary it is considered as ciulemial t> the tropical rcivions, while 
other writers as Moseley, &c. of equal autliority. represent it as of the 
rarest occurrence. On the continent of South America it is said not 
to be known—the same is asserted by Volvey as to Kirypt ami Syria, 
and by Haiuiow with roganl to the Tape of Good llo|»e. But tlmse 
were travellers, whose observations, hurried ami deJioiont. are not 
always to be trusted. 

5tli. Epidemic JTistemprrnfure of the ^ Jfmoftphcrc. —Xot a fe\v very 
interesting facts are collected by AVrr.srKu, showing the simulta¬ 
neous spread of the disease with pestilential fever's, as well here as 
in other countries. But the most conclusive e\ulence tin (hi> poItU 
is given by Moseley in his work on tropical disease'^, lie >(.ttes 
thiU the spring of l?'83, hydrophobia broke out in Hispaniola, and 
subsequently in Jamaica, and raged in the latter island tJ) a wi^le ex¬ 
tent till the next year. It seemed to be dependent on a iilaled '^tate 
of the air, since the disease w'as general, and many dogs were ^ei/.etl 
with it that had no communication w ith others, aiul some dog- that 
were Iwught from Europe and North America, and whicii were not 
on shore, w ent mad on their arrival in the liarbour-.'’ 

Notwithstanding what may be found to the coiitiaiy* as reganls its 
spontaneous origin in the human species, tliere is not the -lightest 
proof deserving of confidence.*' It is however true, that in imniv dis¬ 
eases, as malignant fevers, where the cerebral and ner\fms sx^ieins 
afre much disordered, and more especially in the nmiroses, as hv -leria, 
^iiepsy, and tetanus, as well as in certain forms of irasti iti-s, ureat. dif¬ 
ficulty of deglutition occurs, attended*bv an exipii^ite sen>il)ility, be- 
trayingan intolerance of light, or noi-^es, or fluids, or even of a il taught 
of air. But such cases are essentially different, and it would require a 
very vague and sweeping generalization intleod to comprehend them 
under the same dcnomintition, and in violation of everv rule id' iiovt- 
logical distinction and arrangement. 

♦ By most of the old writers this oplniafl was maintained. Orlitis AurclianuH, 
and Aretxus arc very explicit on the point, ami IBocrlinavc saji “ that though 
more commonly produced by derivation, yet it appears bf>th from historv hiuI 
observation to have arisen spontaneously in some acute fliscascs.’* The same 
lanjpiage is held by Van Swicten, wl c* expressly dedan s ** that it has been 
«xi’itf<i in human bodies without any received poison from a mad animal.*’ 
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In^tlic further discussion of the subject^ shall confine our re¬ 
marks ,to tlic disease as it exists in the human species^ and *it may 
be colle.cted from what we have said, that its only probable caotfe is 
the virus of a rabid animal, and most genendly, and pertiaps exclu- 
$iively that of the dog. Besides the actual insertion of the contagion 
by a bite, the disease is asserted to have been imparted by tlie 49li^r 
taken upon the lips or tongue, by biting (df a thread which hailA jfen 
used ill mending a rent in a garment from the bite of a rabid^ilSE* 
also by kissing a mbid animal,t and likewise by a cut with an 
nieiit used years before, in killing a mad dfig.f >Gaies are moreover 
related of its Jiaviiig been conveyed by the saliva taken into the sto¬ 
mach, § and by eating the milk and flesh of ani^ls which have'died of 
the diseasell—and by dissection of such anlmalfr—andi^^jher 
said to liaw> been received from a scratchthedlaiw 
cat,^[ and lastly by the breath of a rabid animah'#* MorethflOa^em 
thes 4 ‘ averments are, Imwcver, obviously mT0n80Ut.vit» 
lainrd that the milk and flesh of infected eiAimals have'b^^j^i^ld^ 
with impunity, and that dissections of them liave-beentbftedp^fiS{fn>~ 
etl, and in no instance, so far as we have heardy withfanjS^rt-cf in- 
jur\. Tlie •nnivei'snl escape of tUfif attendants on flhe Bul^ectlCl^fte 
tliMMse who are exposed to every source of exha^tion, argues atttSQgl'- 
ly, imlcpondenOy of other reasons, the possibility 

nication by the breath or any oth€ur vehicie of contagion, less 

against tlie dinger of infection from depositions of the saliwon ^ 
skill, if tliere be no abraded or ulcerated surlace exposed. Tljc un¬ 
founded tales of this desrnpticm have led to much mischiefjihy.ex- 
ciling a timid ami cautious solicitude, preventing not only the exitf- 
cise of tlywc atleiitions towards the unfortunate eufterers, which ^u- 
maiiii\ and a sense of dutyiinculcate, and the-fiuccessful trefittfi^t 
demands, Imt tlie\ have operated to retard the progress of tiie inV^- 
tig.'itioii of the ilisease. • ^ • 

No circumstanct' coiinccled witli tliiS'Suljbely is of greater enfiiO- 
sity or moie iiiystorious complexion} and difilmilt explanatitm, 
the length of time which the virus wiU.re«uitaiki>^ system ina||ji^ 
of iriiU’livify. It is not, however, without anak^. Miasniata^’' 1 «e 
are aware, will do tlie same, and as instances ot cloajStv.s^ihfadc, 
th«‘ Miriolous and vaccine contagion may beadduced, eaeKflf which 
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is occaaionally dormant for weeks or months. Yet these latter exam- 
of very rare and anomalous occurrence, which ismot the 
dMawith the hjdrophobic virus. If observes no certain or definite* 
|l^od in the develop&ent of its action, for the disease has appeared 
m all the intermediate periods, from the third day to an indeter¬ 
minate length of time. Coelius Aurelianus says a year or more— 
(Ktinfomas us that heaaw a case which broke out after a year— 
mia aite^ eleven months, and another has lately been reported 
m<nsths/f *^e mtkst common period of the attack, according 
MaaDa, aM Hamiitov, is from twenty to forty days, 
latter writer,has meat elaborately investigated llie sub- 
jflnyes the tenA ifay as the earliest, and nineteen montlis as tlie 
.^period of^tt^Siiamlopment. Cases, however, are recorded 
Le>mttacit to the extent of twenty, anil even 

derived from apocryphal authority, ami im- 
itj Til^ay nftnnrn have been assigned for these di- 
hg|livid% u^-iSi^sfactory explanation, such ns the 
vqpa, dhe contiguity of the part bitten to the 
er senaih^to|^e ferocity of the animal infiict- 
4r Idie^stag^. ef th^ ^ease when the virus, is imparted, 
ithbility of hgl^ A | 

|it^dicati9|nlii|||IMi^ the yji^ is by pain or uneasi- 

had preri^pdj healed so as to leave 
vestige of^he idjni^>riid'<imver mere than a cicatrirc. In 
iwmhripeoa eomplained of, is that of a burning or 
sensation, and^^pcoerioiially red pimples have appeared imme* 
mtely over the marks of^. dl^a tee^. These slight preliminary 
msare soe&ibUowfd 1)^ baemaring pains along the limb in 
the virus exteadiiig gradually througimut the 

•and are felt parti^alfy ia dm re^on of the stomach, with 
I^OSf^'df tlie-faead, and dqection c^spirits. Concomitant on this 
-yrijgectly-su naritfBig -to it, are a sense of coldness, pallirl 
frequent jawai^ia ajpd Otretchings, acute pains in the bones 
luscles resettlingrhanm^itriPf particularly in back and e\- 
I, considerridp tramoab,' lassitude and disinclination to mus- 
tionj with •an^ca^wesrion denoting anxiety, timidity, and 
In the^fertittg^ppsgi tau of the case, the alimentary canal 
Fihore serioUl^gpalTectedy asda manifested by thirst, pervei - 
l||tefl^4lUulence, sour eructadmis, acute pain about the scro- 
a burning in the stomach, nausea, and vomiting, in 
which a* glutinous brown matter or porracious bile is discharged.t 
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Thcjiulse at this time is usually disturbed^ not'so much bj the febrile 
moveiuont, os that it is quick and irregularly disorderedt i^d *4he 
skin is,mostly cold, or temperature is unequally di^hined* 
tightness of the praecordia is felt, and the reaffration endtarrasawby 
constriction, or seemingly from heavy pulmonary congdition* 
now, though sometimes earlier, a sense of stricture abqpt the 
is experienced, causing pun and difficulty of deglutition, 
of* fluids, and from the recollection (d* the suffiniiig from 
attempts to swallow, such an averaiim i»<ipdunod P^Tit ^tiie s) 
fluids, or any transparent object as aJnhxef^ irhjfjwornnn-n tbo>j 
elation, creates tlie most afflicting auPhpii)^ 4 |tud often spasgu. 
convulsions. 

In a more ad^anccd stage of the diin^jthf 
toms are iucroased, and some new 

patient Avill be found bitting up, as hie dif^<ii|ir»vare-,agpwi^^ 
a recumbent posture. Exhausted, hweyofi 
into his bed and endeavours to deep, Btth dib, whighde 
tained, is of short duration, and .diatuihfdby^ 
sensibility of the system hencefm<mrd‘decoinfl& ao>. 
cannot bear, the slightest iiuprem^ Ugbt is fsihfhl to 
and on tlio wliole sentient surface, ur of tempei 

duces ^euaations of chilliness, and a ony aw 

may excite convulsiouq^ It is uD|KMjiMet^to.oo&tem|mi^ 
tiun of a patient at -this stage^ witLailt emotions of 
regret. To all w e have said is addeth an affpftrt ghastly and fidl ^of 
despair. The muscles of the &ce ora diatgrted, the eyes 

dismally wild, red, and inflamed*^^ with the pupil mu^ itilatail, 
gaping of the iiioutli, lolling of the tongue, whi<A is dry or m 
with a collection of froth about the mxmi^^dtonded by greaM 
and thiist, which cannot be aHayed,.for the very sight of water'^ 
(lies \ lolent spasms, and ofte 4 madneaa,.and in frenaiod moOMt 
endeavours are seemingly made to ^it the ffMly slaver i^Km f fc a ^ 
fendanls. Constantly now do spaignw aad*ja0i9;vuUioU8 recur,, ^ 
liom btiicture of the glottis a peculttf .Miso^iq Jboord, which 
p()sses^ed or excited imagination mi^Jb oompahMo the barkk^;M|w 
dog. The hpasins which pervade the .whole oystem* attodfeiifrthe 
inu<^( le^ ol tlie lower jaw, inducing a iort dtotttpdng^i^ 
has been i ejn esciiteil as a di^oution to But any^l&^tocy 

ol the kind does not exist. Towards the sioK of thovi(iaease> otoiili- 
gui > liequentlv oicuis, and some writers take notice of the 
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ni fff^uenb*--eicciio, cum fecminis involuntatii jac(u/' aiui now (lu 
closet \\ith a weak and thready pulse, cold extieinitios, i.kinun^' 
sMStte, deep sighing, hiccup, and finally a fatal convuUiuii. 

It is in this way/According to our own experienei', A\liich ts 
pretty amplcj that it runs its course. But it sometimes ^anes its 
chasneter, awd presents some deviations from its oidinaiy tenoi and 
apDjMKince. T^s it has happened throughout its cai cet, that no h .u e 
of irtitation mr excitement could be discei ned^ u hde m otlici 

instaikces, fever Mas decidedly prevailed with consnletcdile tujncal nl- 
fedtkm of the Steteacb, die lungs, or bram. 'Fheie h also no litth 
diAhnatec in the maniacal condition, sometimes occtm mg m the \eiv 
and contigiling with tempoi iry iiitei mi^siorw thiougli 
cfhilUrtigft of the case^'andit has been remmked that the 1 uultn 


wtre ua: 


last moiiuui of existeih e. *■ Noi 


isillli amdoD to fluids so generally held as padionomic ot the dis 
eaii»jin^anivcssal cca^eoodtant Many cases on the contian, aie 

it dWhOEClt exist, And by some ot the hinlienj autlio 
liiAp sf tHVQlMCAeiice^ IlPis indeed stated by Mono vom, that paht nt^ 
Ut inflfsdoea are so far having any dread ul uatei, that 
to have it brought to ' 

fBy reviewing the preceding account of hvdiojihobi i, wi ( tti ■ in I\ 
be€ai$^|8«ea in disdegtdrting it from its Jtindied ailectimi- h 
msdt resembles eeiiin/onns of hy 49 ria, and te1aiui>> paiu 

lieic areceKain syihptoms, however, ol ihe iiuim i. sue It 
as tl^ alternation of eryfaigand laughing, so pecuhai to it, that m 
dcpend^ntly of oilier evidence^ we may aiihe at a pist divtumin i 
tion with considerable faciU^. As to tetanus, the ddlu uh\ isgi i uoi, 
and We are lequired to institute a very careful aual>^ih and toinpa- 
rtsejg of symptoms. The detaH# of the diagnosis u e sluiH postjiuiM tilt 
w0 come to the consideration of that disease, and ^liall now (lnl^ m 
nnjNICt thattiie most'distincthre cfaarao^eristic is tlie difl* ren* ( in th* 
of die spasm in ihe^two cases, being in the one mdd» i, loMow 
ed by relaxation, and is the oth^r iremcndouslv violent, and in ih 
still refainiiigan unni^nting rigidiU. Even moi<* pi i ph \ 
IS some of the esses of spontaneous hydrophobia, so iiitjin iti i^ 
and wc can only attain to any degiee of cei taint \, h\ a 
-tiiemodeof production, to ascettain, whotliei it Ih Imni 
rabid anlqd^ or otherwm. 

in this disease is at all times most uniacoiuabti* li 



* Cesalfnnus, Salius, Codronch'us Viomaluin 
\ Hilianus, Meade, Lieut iud, \rnoi 1, K.r 
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has liitluM'to indeed proved the least tractable of morbid afieclion^ No 
cure wt'll auilicnticated of genuine hydrophobia, has ever beeif 
V(1 so far as our inquiries have extended, and in which 
sustained b^,* ** the very best medical authority.is tr^^that^0^|l^ 
have at diffei’ent times been reported, and some of whm 
confidently attirmed by respectable practitioners. But on Bfmi 
sc\nfitiy it will be perceived that they Were not of th4 r< 
malic form of the disease, and gencratty''t;ontfHi!Nl'*i^ 
of fefintns or hysteria, or some othereftenndtfW%l%jfAnodic 
True hydropliiihi;^ therefore remains to the mi 

spicuoiis of the opprobria mcdicorum, and h«r^|(|»%V€r8 the cj 
dect‘i\cs himself. 

l)iss(‘ctiou has been practised to a coni 
hia^ and tin phenomena disclosed 




\aiy in different cases. 

In tlie brain the effect of a copious 
ei the vessels of the substance being distalidW^ 
sttions deposited in ditferenl ]>arta of its 
ges are more or Less inflamed, andLserone efhitlmhifl 
the >eiitiicluLv^- - 





* *M)issrcllons {generally discover the 1'i 'i 

nu3 loni^itiuliiiiilis full of blood, not ^ usiud 

v9Sics of ilic KCud; the braiii and spinal niaiTow<&iep than ordindi^, 
curtlium ^viUlout liquor, the lungs loaded, the attune^ ftiU of blood Why 
and hardly concrcsrilde in the open air.”— Meadc^ p, 82. ’•■r? 

*^*riu: dura mater contained within its sinuses concretions; beneath thismel^Ei- 
hranc u ere some bubbles of air. All tlic vessels of tlie br^ii \v* rc full 
so that ihcat'hornid plexuses were hlacV; thehfe'Witf noWt^av^isation of-i 
■J'hc substances of the cerebrum and cerebe^umirfftiwfather diy titan 
— p. 167. * ' 

** 111 the meninges tlu; vessels extremely distended with 
internal suriuee of the brain was every wherediildnguished with bloody 
and a hind of bloody liluments. In the v;»ntQO|Cft WHS a small quasdityof 

senim, ami tliat a little reddish.”—/6.p. 160* 

** The vcs.sels of the meninges, both arterial and y^mUS, were imi 
liill (>r blood, and that, us it was in every other pait,"^rii% black. In 
ries (it the liralii, tiicre was a yellowish water, to l^out the quilrilMiiil i 
ounei’s.” — /ft. p. 172 . y. '■ * 

** There was a distention of the pni mater OA tholi|jttfiRceof botli! 
w iti) a liinjiid thud 'I'lio quantity of Auid in tfa^ lately veulricles akthi^^tllaia 
ofilie brain, and round the spinal marrow, appeared tube smnewbat ui^iUaib” 
~/•*/rriar'.'t Muf. /Itst. p. 20.i 

riie tbiiowing was the result ot several dissection'., communicated by Mir* .1. 
l'al)broui to Sir Jusepli H.uiks 
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The lungs have been noticed phlogosed in their coverings^ and ad- 
ht&ritsg'to the neighbouring parts. But the most unirorm appearance 
ii*hcaYj engorgement, giving to them a dark colour with ve^cles oh 
the suiface, as if raised by cantharides. Marks of inflammation ace 
also seen in the diaphragm. The heart has seldom been found aflecte<i, 
except perhaps in a single instance by an adhesion to the pericardium. 
More commonly the ventricles are filled with coagula of blood. The 
lar^ Itf^ries emulating from it are usually distended with fluid 
blood) ao much dissolved as scarcely to be concrcscible when exposed 
to tiiie atmosphere, and the veins nearly empty.* 


**The viscera were mdfbrmly healthy, except in one subject, in which the 
Hiftgs .wcre found adhering to the pleura; but in alj ot* them, tlic hruiii wus ol) 
miftd to be more loaded, with blood tluoi usunl.”— J^nd. Md. Junrmd, 

Fkx. 

The lungs appeared wonderfully distended and inflamed w iih the hlark 
blood with wbi<^ they ware swollen throughout.”—i/tmaz/rf. nrum mr,t. M>d. 
Tkemur, p,'494~ 

The lunjp, on all rides cohering with the pleura, wore filled witli a miibs 
of cokicr^ed blood, wMeh rendered them impermeable, or stnfled up, and 
when c^t into, they appeared as a clot blood.”—//«««/. AVyjK/* .?//«/. hwi. t. 
jb.542. 


“The Jongs on their,sid^{IO,p^terior part, were not only black, hut even 
swo]Ien.4em the blood, as it sdiniM stagnated u-ithin tlicm.**— 

;«puhno pleura: adherens conert^ sanguinis molem refcrcU t.”— 

Hiti> Antd- Med. /»/». /. p. 445. 

“Pulmones coacervato omm fere cniorc incredihllitci- plciios,”—j?z;c/-/f«a/r, 
Jlph, 1146, Vfd, 1. 

•‘Inter cadaveris, exenterationem, occurit vesi cula fcllis bile nigernma rc- 
pleto, pulmoncs conspiciuntur rugri et gravcolcntcs.”— Liuituud^ 

/•In the thorax, the luns^ to use the words of Bocrlmave, were coacervato 
onmlferc cruore incredibi^er plcnos, ‘that is. incredibly filled with ahuo;,t 
all the crassamentum of llie blood, collected an<l condensud togellu r,’ ami m 
back part, might even be said to be affected w ith icancrone.”— Mumfrni. 

in. • ^ ^" 




“There were some adhesions of the pleura covering the riglit lobe of il 
to that lining the ribs, on the same side; the left lobe was so compb-ii U 
^ blood as to have acquired considerable weight and solidlt \."—Jui 

of the lungs was Uack, with the vesicles full of bla. k blond 
some places which the blackness had not covorcil, apiicau d 
if raised by (4ntharide8.”--PAi/b,«. Tram, rpiotcf. r.n wr. 

' accumulation of blood, ami imuv m 

the riglit ride than in the left. The pleura In its natural state, but the vt sseU 
nn,the surface of the diaphragm, se-m ratb-r more turgid than u mmI.”—//»/ 
^nngton*8 ease. 
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The stomach exhibits much evidence of diseased action, and among 
other jijjpearances there is discovered in it a quantity of dark ojVen- 
sivo fluid, its mucous coat phlogused even to mortification*^ extOtieding 
«lowu to like .duodenum. 'J'he large inteslinea.iu*e often loaded with 
fecal matter. Neither the liver iior urinary bladder entirely 
iiifiammaiion. 

^ As to file parts in and about the throat, they are describe^aa 8ufieii|bg 
inaferinllv. The pharynx, the oesophagus, the iarynx, andpa$to^tfe' 
iractioal tube, lunebeen all observed either dBTuliliirely infiamed*^or 
clotted with ti\itl spots. Rut the most striking pecidiarity whicdi has 
been rcMiiaikcd in sucli examinations, is an Uniform want of moisture 
fliroughoiit the solids, amounting to absolute/dryness, in many^n- 
sfaiiccs.t /■* 

* «•* 

'file prqccMling history is derived chiefiyi|^gi»the dder 
ha\ iiig culti\atcd moiliid anatomy with less care* tlieir reports attain 


if 


u' 


** Til tlic liin^'-s were found considerable markft^^ 

Clinical Ltclur(s^ p. 17.5. ^ - : •- 

Things intich iiiHunicd, and towards the ba^k pS^p^ S 
— Ixhoth's ca.'ft, frni/i JJamillnn, tl65. 

* 'rlic is the result of Mor^gni’a disscctioifS, relating feto- 

mai'li. rile stonuicli once* turged with air, and its vessels dist^fu)^'witii 
lilotul- its internal coat once corrupted, othAa red 

Spots; five times, indeed, a moisture was obsSlVed hi it; but once' nfWli 
tinu's little, once yellowish, once green, once of a yellow colour, degenefad 
into green, once extremely yellow, once cineritious, twice viscid, once not 

chl*’— p.irr>. 

In rerriar's first case, the stomach exhibited’marks of inflammation, •• 
icfl.v half full of a dark Jhiid** — Med. Hist. 206, . 

<<On oix niiig the stomach, the villous Coat was found'to be 
flamed in irn-gul.ir pninis, and there was an appu^rimce of abrasion, 
to that rr iiiai ke<l in .lohnson, my former hydrophobic patient.”—y/Vmor^i 
rase. •• * . ^ 

Xon tanin (rsuphagiis, sed et ventriculua, et intestlna inflami^ta rubeMjl^* 
hunt in alio r.idavere.”— llnnand. rcr. AU^ TfUsaur* 

In adissci lion ofa case wliidi 1 attended, the stomach exhibited many nqAdfiS 
4>r iidlaiutuatloii. ** It aUo contained the dark fluid w^ch so frcquently^&ijtaik 
in \ell(iw fever.’' 'Hiis ease is detailed in the Mcdictf lUpOSitory. 

I An inilaininatiori of the organs of dc^^titton is noticed by 
a \ery conunon oeciirrenco.— Coftimnit, F6L m p. 561. -^w’ 

Meade i\ late«, “ that the fauces were greatly inflsAied.” 

l-'ain ry also immtions the ** gula being inflamed, and the lineaa^Muhi some 
measure also.” “ 'I'hc fauces were found much inflamed,”—/Vkffcr. TVans. Fbf. 
r. p. .'5(iy. 

Inflammatory appearances have also been remarked in the cesophagUS, ptlg' 
rvnx, and larjiix, l>v Morpipii, /.winj^crins, amlothor wTitiTs. 
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so^e degree to distrusted. By more recent and accurate inquirie-^ 
Iffe taught that the disease mostly expends itself on the, spinal 
laarroWf which is usually inflamed in its coverings as well,as sub- 
stwee, with sometiiaift copious eflusions. They also ryjiort the-nvu-' 
couS liniiigof the stomach, especially about the pylorus, ns plilogos.' 
cd, and the pharynx and larynx prctly much in a similar condition. 
Dissections heve however been lately made, in which scarcely a mor- 
bid appe^ance cogld b^^detccte<l. Not many years ago we attended 
the examination of the body of a woman who died of a most violent 
attadc of tlie disease on the third day, and though tlie inspection ^v'as 
most^^prougldy conducteil, no trace whatever could be discovered 
of indlthnmation or its jqpnsequences in any one pari. 'Die contents 
ofjill the cavities, including that of the spine, wei-e iieriectlv stmmi, 
aiad the only change pi^ceixable was an uni\ersnl aridil^«.or the so- 
litis—muscles especially, on dissection, being as dry, llorid, and 
polished, as they become when exposed to the air for some 

are pow prepared, by these prelusive inve',tigations, to cini 
sider tho'paiholc^ of hydrophobia, ami it need scarcely l»e rcmai ked 
diat the.disease continues to be involved in extreme ob7.curit\. l td 
len says with respect to it, ‘“ifind 1 can say nothing .sati^l’acioiy i*t 
dj^scli^ or that 1 can ^pcct to prove so to others.**' 

we have undoubtedly improved our knowledije since tin- 
time w>ihat Hlustrioua teai^'er, we apprehend, that in the spirii ol 
capdbirr, wc shall be compelled to essentially the saine mide-sifui. 
or should we, from our supei’ior intelligence, claim vniue udvance-. 
W'e dare not sa>. that wc can approat h to ceitaiiii> ami liuih mi llu- 


subject. 

In the speculations on the nature of hydrophobia, it ha^Jmig been 
regarded almost exclusively as being either ner\oii^ or iidl.iniin.itorv, 
and on tliis (pic.-^tion much controversy has pi’e\ail(‘d. Di^i ii^-imi'< ol 
sucli abstract propositions, are pm(kjc(i\c mshuIIv of liiih- mdi(\, 
add whichtia strikingly exemplified in th*- |)rc^i*n1 iii-tam »•. Not 
a ray of theoretic light has been shed by tlu'se dlMiuiMtimi-, to diir< i 
uetreatment of the disease, and we aren't mmh ciid).ur:t'"i‘d on 
jllmi^lnt as before they were commenced. But in the \t>i \ mm mi 
relative to the tteryous system, we have opmetl to a 
hereafter, perhaps, by further culli\aiion mahlo 
a better pathology, ancf pursue a more <-ijcre')<>tid prac 
inil omitable disease. 

now ascertained, that nin«cular action is inllm-mefl diiolh h\ 
tlie nerves which niv deri\ed from tlie s[iiMal manou. and to tlial 
source must %ve look for un e\pl;tiiatioii ii| the U-adiiiL:; ami pitm ip;d 
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|>iiCMOhiciia of tiui disease. The virus acting primai ily on these 
iiei ves, produiH'S lussitude and painful uneasiness, soon followed by 
tiv,inors, and ultimately by spasms and convulsions. But such is the 
intimate communication between the whole of the nervous system, 
that the morbid irritation becomes extended to other portions of it, 
presenting a case of greater complication, and more diversified symp- 
uuns. 'I'iie tleje.ction of spirits, the fearful anxieties, in the eUrly, 
and (he delirium and even frantic rage, of the more advanced stages 
of the case, manifest cerebral disorder, and the affection of tlie sto¬ 
mach, its sensibility, nausea, and vomiting, with the heavy conges¬ 
tions in other orgiins, particularly the lungs, equally attest that the 
gaiiglicmic in‘r\es are implicated. As to thedifficulty of deglutition, 
ami a\ersion to Iluids, tiiese are com]>ound phenomena, produced by 
a mixed n.a vous iigency. The muscles suboenrient to deglutition, 
aie, .supplied from the ce.i\ical nerves, and on which their muscular 


.1 litui is depemltMit. liut swaRowing is a voluntary act, and in order 
(i'.it the muscles performing it should be obedient to the^will, they 
ai-^o are. fiirni>,luMl witii numerous ramifications from the fifth piur, 
wluch are cerebral nerves. Now the influence of the former being 
Miierrupted by an aifecHon of the spinal marrow, the muscles of 
ilei;luljtioii, fiom the. want of such influence, can no longer harmo¬ 
niously co-operate in the cx(‘cution of th%t function. But on the con- 
Irarv, when ihe stimulus of volition is applied to these through'the 
hitler nerves, their own organic irritability is only excited, and in¬ 
stead of acting in unison, they are thrown into the most irregular and 
nisive ino\emenls, entlrel\ frustrativc of the attempt to swallow, 
rite horror of IhruU is a mere mental emotion, which was formerly 
!*\plaine<b As for the extraordinary aridity of the solids, amounting 
t(» absolute ili>ne.ss, in some instances, it has hitherto been ascribed 


to the (lcpri\a(ion of diiiik. But having witnessed the same condi¬ 
tion in a v\\M\ where it was coiistantly administered, this explanation 
faiU, ami i; is more jnobably owing to a suspension of secretory action, 
friMn an inierruptiou of nervous agency, by whicli the fluids are 
eliminateil. 


(lesci ihed, such appears to be ihe order of nen’cms irritatioiis, 
cotistituiing iW\f^ <li^ease, and much further in the development of its 
patholo^x, wi‘ caniioi proceed. . It maybe vaguely aifirmed, that the 
vii us being i !' a N|»ei ilic character, its effects must be the same, 
which is only a harren truism. Bui similar language is held in rela¬ 
tion to other ^irur^V. and the essence of hydrophobia is w-rapt in not 
deeper mystery (han those of syphilis, variola, vaccina, and some 
No. V^ —Nov. IS^H. ' \\\)] 
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othv; Aiialoguus cascti. docud^ and vve must look to Kic rercia 

the future, for the solution of the problem. * 

^ has been made a question, in wluit manner does the virus opiv 
rate? By many it is still supposed, tluit it is absorbed iiAo the circu¬ 
lation, and thus produces its effects, than ^vliicii no liypothesis is less' 
sustained by fact or analogy. AH morbid aftections as is strikingly 
illustrated in such as originate in inoculation, conimence at a ]>oiivt, 
and are extended through the medium of sympathy or association, 
till more or less of the system is brought into participation, inducing 
what is called a general disease. It would seem,.that hydrophobia 
iirall its stages, is characterised by a predominance of nervous ini- 
tation, and such a condition cannot exist without in>itiii:r an aillux i»l 
blobd to parts most highly irritated, and henct* in its progress, con 
gestions and inflammation take place. But this e\planati<ti) of tlu'^i' 
phenomena, is perhaps only applicable to the early stage of (lie ca'e, 
a^datall events another cause, the wjRit of adef|uate nervous em‘ig\. 
isinuch concerned in their production. K\porimeni>.(lenions(r:ite (hat 
wherever this happens by the destruction of the ucr\e. or !>y u ligaiuiv, 
or any other mode intercepting the supply, the organ lahoui-ingurulci 
the disability, uniformly falls into collap>e. and (ills with dark, mi 
decarbonised blood. No stronger oKainple of this can can he given 
than tbe^asphyxia, with engmged lungs, induced by cutting or (ying 
the eigjtA pair of nerves. It is this condition of orgaps, uith a cor¬ 
respondent disturbance of the circulation, and otlier fuiictioii^. ^\llicI^ 
has led some to view the disease as essentially of a phlogistic ami 
febrile nature. 

We come now to the treatment of the <li-seas«*, ami whicli ioa> hr 
divided into prophylactic, or the means of prcvenliou, and«>hcrapeu- 
tic, or plan of cure, after the virus has taki-n efVcci. ami tin* ca^e i- 
developed. To meet the first indication, the ancient practiiiom r- 
pyreferred an application of the actiial*caiiferv to the wound, convert¬ 
ing it afterwards into a running sore, by irritating dre^^ing-then 

instituting a course of the veratrum or \vliite hellebore, with tin* u>e 
of'the cold hath. The latter was also confided in by V \n 11iu.mo\ ■. 
Iton^HAAVE, Van Swibten, and by most of their cotemporaries ami 
nibceSwrs, for a considerable period, without, however, any sati^- 
fit^tfry-^^dence of its utilitv. . 

the treatment of the disease itself, reliane'' w'as rhielh 
pnCM hi the hellebore, as appears from the writings ol' At-iirs, 
Paulus, Aegi.netv, Af-TrAHius, &c. Besides (lii.>, howevco, (heir 
were various other remedies, mai'V of them of cjuite an enipirica! 
character, all of ivhich^. with the hellebore, have long since been cx 
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Meade, tliowj^h ctanptised of inj^rcdicnts cnRrcly inert—lie;^ 5thc 
■'ron(|iiiri rcMiiedy, composed of cinnabar and musk, follotved 
Ormskirk nuMlicinc, the basis of wliicli were chalk and elecampane 
vviih a variety of other nostrums—including the notoriou^Chi' 
nese snakestoiie of our own country, etc. equally devoid of just*^ pre¬ 
tensions to ellicacy. 

Not tlie least promising moans of obviating this terrible disease, 

< would seem to be a mercurial course, and hence it attracted much 
aibnlnm, and has lieen ain|)ly tried, with results, howeverf**^;^^- 
oiis and contradicbiry, that the confidence it once inspired,, hi "" 
dii;dl> wotn awa\. and at present we believeitiguniversidlydistni'tBM, 
Mid jjeiliaps aliandoned. It is not dillicult to account^/or 
and e>eii ieni(Mli<>s of the most preposterous kind, 
and siisiaiinul a t(*mporary credit as preventives of 
^^e i-oiisider that oidy a portion of those Ufi^ 9^ 
aiiiinal. are porlta])^, susceptible at the time lo the disease 
bile is giMietally tlironuh clothing, which intercepts tile 
^\1u'n it is actiiaily in^tu ttMl into a wound, it^ptaj be inopei 
that. (Iuu-i> is (ifton great reason to doubt thOimiritlir ~ 
is |•(Mllal•klMl l^v Mr. Huntkn, tbathc knew ^‘where twenty- 
uen^ bittoii bv one dog, nothing was done for them, and onb 
( amt' allocted.'' Ry Hamilton we are also told, that in one in| 

(uui men and twcivt' dogs ^u'ro bitten by the same anitnhl^ thf 
i-titii<d\ (‘^taping, and all llie latter went mad. Now, bad tin 
-oils lin*!'. under mcdit al care, tbc lemcdy used^ Vould havc^l 
merit of tile prevention, and under such a delusion its fame^ 
v\id(d\ "preail, ami I'aUelv tnistiug to it, the mischief ^0 
-i\e. It is in this uaN, bv loose and 

medical testimony is rendmed uncertain, aid^'OH^t|r3|Bl^V4 
t'allaciou'-. tliat it should iie\ or be fully receivedNtiR nis rii 
-< nitini/.ed, ami especially as a foundation.of pi?ac^ce. 

Hiscarding then, all other prophylactic niMpi^ ^ tc 
uliich estiiiinle of (heir ineflicacy. M^l^bave reat 
v^ell sustained, the tbllouing courts'should be 
the best, amt perhaps only security. 

'Vhe bitten part is first to be wiped, so as com] 
the slaver oftlK' animal, and then the whole wouudki 
taking ran*, in pi-osrruling flie dissection- that the 
aflei each cut, so ns to pievent anv further nioculatStB- from* 
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ru8 which might adhere to it. Having thus carefully pcrformei} the 
operation, the wound should be thorougldy Avaslied, by pouring water 
on it from the spout of a tea-pot or kettle, wliich l)eing done, it 
usually recommended to convert it into a suppurafiiig s»hv by the ap 
plication of caustic, and subsequent irritating dressings, with a view 
to the establishment of a »lrain. It has just been remarked, that in 
the primitive practice in this case, the actual cautery was einph>ye^l, 
and which is pointedly recommended by Van Hki.moxt, t^TAin., Mou 
GAGNi, and very recently by Mannoiu MAHoeni’/rri and Orvii.a, 
though we doubt on any just grounds of preference.' 'fhe object is the 
same, the establishment of an issue or drain, and as to tlie ineaiH. 
it is not material which of the two is selected. -But wv concur u ith 
many by whom the practice is rondeinnetl as painful ami iiugatoiy. 
and would never resort to it, Be the utilitv of it i\< it iiia\^‘ it i'< > erv 
questionable whether the principle whirl) dictates it be corri'ci. 1( 
seeips to us far more likely, that the occasional success of sue)) ii e.if 
ment is to be assigned to the change which is eilocletl in the tum n imi" 
setisibility of the part, preventing the extension nf the orii^iu.il ii i iia 
tion, and thereby stifling the disease at ti»e initial e\acii\ a' 

in tiiec^se of tetanus. As well from a priori ivaM»iiin!;<'. as tlu' e\i 
dence of recent experiments, we should attach much irrealer impm t 
ance to pressure on the part of such force as might deaden ^ensi 
bility, or, in other words, to occasion a partial parah'^i', nl' it. K\ 
hausted cups over the part, so much commended of lat)‘ in pni-oiifd 
w'ounds, and which, we think, have been shown io opeiaie in thi-i 
mode, and not by the interruption of absorption by the n'lmo.d ol at 
mosphcrical pressure, tve should deem le^«^ appropnale thi^ jj.imi 
cular case, the effect being only temporary, and the latent pi t uni ol 
the hydrophobic virus indefinitely protracl<Ml. 

To the univei>al employment of the practice ilieri* iiin\ 

be objections, or the occurrence of circnm'stance'- to intorfoi »• w itli it - 
adoption. “Thus much time may be lo-.t betbre i)ie ani\al ol'a :'Mt 
gcon, the patient may resist all solicitation to >ulimif to the knile 
The wound may.have been inflicted on the face, or m*ai* some Ian:.- 
bh^-vcssel, or there may be little jirobability <d' tlie mmlm-^ a- 
to render it unjustifiable to »ul||ect the indi%itliial to present pain, 
abd&turc deformity-’’ In cerbtin r*!' these contingencies, we nm-t 
be with copious ablutions, so as completely t ua>h out the 

bite. ..But however remote mav be the dtite of the bite, l<‘t not the es 

«fc ' 

ciiion, and other precautionarv measures alread\ eiinmetati-il, be 
omitted, when considered an warrantable In the 'situation of (he 
wound, or prestimplive^flangei. 
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A.« ro«;aiili4 other parts of the prophylaxis, not much need be said, 
(t iiia^' be proper to regulate the diet, and to avoid all undue ex- 
rifeiueiks. 'J\i dissipate alarm, and inspire conlideiice in hia ac- 
ruiTty, arc obnsiderations of the last importance to the patient. The 
operation of foar in excitiii;; many diseases is well knov/n, and ex¬ 
amples are so nuinerou.s of a condition of the nervous system very 
eU>sely reseinblinjj; hydroplwbia, and sometimes proving fatal, having 
been indiieed prlucipalLy by depression of spn lts from idle apprehen¬ 
sions of its actual occurrmicc, that some respectable writers have 
g<me to the t‘\tetU of mainUiiiiing, thiit the disease in the human sub- 
feet. is always thus bi ought on, and is merely an hallucination of the 
iiiiiid. Jleiiyitig the truth of an unqualilied hytmthesis of this sort, 
it Millet >iill he roncciU'd, that uniformly great anxiety prevails, 
wliidi teofis to lamentable consequences, ^iid should be stu- 
ilion-^ly t;iiartled against by all possible means. 

('oiK iTning tlie eiire of the disease when once formed, we are em- 
banassed what, to s:i>. As previously intimated, tltere is no one re- 
nietl v or system of practic e liillierto ])roposeif, on which we can rely, 
or !i !• tmliillv \ie\ved, s<*ems entitled to preference. To detail 
iho opittioii. or recount the inodes of cure which have pre- 

would be* !(» n*peat the history of error, and would prove a 
uit'laiuhoK nu-oid of the uncertainty of medical statements, and we 
''liall dri ]iiu‘^>o iiiqo’olitable a task. 

'Ihvo pl.ui' <»f treatnuMit have, in comparatively imalern times, 
hiuui p»n-*urd, drawti from llu»se opposite views of the nature of the 

dinra^e. wliieh w<*re loiinerly noticed, as.now chiefly entertained. 

• *> 

('oii^uh i <‘il b\ oMi* ^el ol’p.itimlogists as consisting in spasm from 
(h iuliic, plau>ible means of stimulation were resortiul to. and 

liio^t attixolv einplineil. it was then that opium, musk, camphor 
;iloiu‘o »'\.11 lou'^ly (onibined. and wine and other alcoliolic liquors 
w-'Vi' |>iiiH ip.iIlN ndied on. aided b} bark, valeiian, and the whole 
11 till' of Italics and ant i^pa^moiiii s. Nor has mercury been neglected. 
Tlie latft tii.iN tm the ct)ii(r;n > have l>een made of it, ami with no 
Im Iici ^iictc^-i than tlie preceding articles, all of which were impo- 
tiuii to tilt' icliefol'a single cast*. It ought not perhaps to be omitted 
that Mo^t‘le\ lia^ reported two insUinces of the disease cured bymer- 
cuiial ininn lion in wliicli siHvaii(»n took place, in the one in twenty- 
loin, and in die otlit'c in Ibriy-eigld hours. Not knowing theparticu- 
lai ^ tif tlie>e wt* cannot pretend to determine how far theywere 

••eniiine. or oilit'iwi^e ita\t* claim*' to nttt*ntitin. Hut they w'ore little 
it*gniih‘i) at tilt* linit'ol puhluntion. iiavt* never bt*en iilsivSted upon as 
•'Mtlt'iit e ol the t'ifnat v ot tin* itunetly. nml pjitibahiy are without au- 
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thoriiy. Moseley at that jieviod had tVoin an unhappy combinatum ot 
circumstances, lUllcn from his former liigh estate, and becacne lo>y 
indeed in general estimation. The victim of adverse fortune^ his mo¬ 
ral character was impaired, and his intellect so weakdiied, tiia\ he 
proclaimed under the. sanction of Ins name, the extraordinary Ivypo- 
Ihe.sis, that from the practice of vaccination, tlie Imman species wouhl 
ultimately degenerate into the cow, in support of which lie adduci'd 
many facts of the coinniencemcnt of the process of transformation. 
Can the statements of such a man on any subject be ci edited? 

Encouraged by the authority of lioerhaave, whodiad taught the. in- 
flamiiiatory chara(‘ter of the disease, a ditteront practice canu^ to Uv. 
purau^* Discarding stiiniilaTits—venesection and otlier means of de- 
pl^on were directed most freely, and in some instances to :m extra¬ 
ordinary extent, even ad deiiqtiium animu with honever lio greater 
advantage. It is true that cases have been reported of its success, a 
collection of which may be found in the works of the late J*n»li‘'->or 

ftr 

Rush. But these are not considered as instances of genuine tranina' 
tic hydrophobia, several of them iindoulitedly lud, being hisiei ia m 
other nervous aftections, amt the M’hole of them lalmuring under the 
defect of a perfect authentication, 'fhe practice ha^^. nMiVe(»\er, liecni 
tried and found wanting, ineveiy recent application of it. aswellluu e 
as elsewhere. Thirteen cases of the disease we have >ei*n either uo- 
dcr our own rare, or that of our medical friends, three^of nliich wi-it* 
t^ted by the late Professor Rush, where venesection was can iedas 
far as possible, and the conclusion from all this experience i^, that 
not the slightest benefit accrued, even the mitigation of a soliiaiy af 
feefion from that or any other remefly emj)loyed. 

An analysis of the cases reported to have been rnrod by veneM^c 
tion might prove interesting, had we time to devote to the ]>nt|>osi». 
But it lias already been well done by J)r. Mkasv. to \\jio^!» pajier, in 
the Medietd.Recorder, Vol. II. we must refer such of our readet ^a^ 
are curious ^ihe subject. To a certain extent our eslimaie <»( the 
remedy is confirmed by Dr. Rush himself, who-’^e opinion lia.s nojre 
Cq^ce, as at one period he anticipated a complete iviumph over the 
dqlease from its liberal use. The theory of the disease,*' sai*; he, 
<^f^^uld lead us to expect a remedy for it in blood-letting. Ihil this, 
and then used with surv:css, is not the cure, owing, a- 
to the morbid seat of the disease being » far remoxed 
circulation as not to be affected by the loss of hloorl in the 
mm liberal-Cpiantity. -\s well might we expert the inflainmation and 
)iaiD of a parimychia. or what i« .ailed a felon on the fmgiis, l(» b** 
removed bv the same i;emedv.'* 
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Belonging, however, exclusively to neither of these plans, va¬ 
rious r'lniedics at diSerent times liave been tried which here might be 
enumerajted, were they deserving of notice. Perhaps, however, a 
word may said of the super-acetate of lead, from the use of which 
a cure is said to have been made in Baltimore witliin f e last few 
years. H«)W fur this is true, we are not sufficiently acquainted witlj 
tli*‘ facts of the case to determine. But the practice completely fail- 
eil in two recent cases in (Jharlestou and London.* Dismal as tliis 
acc:ount is, of the iricuralnlity of hydrophobia, we cannot relieve its 
dark shades, by one In ight tint, consistently with candour and truth. 

HiH;ou]itering hereafter the disease, wc would change the treatment 
\ery considerably. Being called in the early stage ofit, weshopld.pro- 
ceetl exactly as if tlie infection were just received, excising the'p^, 
and iqq)lytng cups or heavy pressure on it so as to destroy its nervous 
energy. ISy doiiig so, we might check the further px’Ogress of the 
atfack, in (lie same way, as the removal of the irritation of a wound, 
puts an eml. in some instances, to the series of convulsive motions 
wWii h constitule telanus. It ought, however,*to be practised as eaidy 
as po>.^il>lt', j'nr (lie consecutive trains of morbid action being once 
estahlisheil.^they then become independent of the original iif^tion, 
and cannot be so readily, if at all subverted. Do we not sometimesm'' 
loi altogether lues venen'a by the destruction of chancre, though the 
latter may h;^\e existed long enough to have excited bubo or some 
oilu'r aiVectinn conse(|uent on the primary imtatioii? and are we not 
e(|iialty apprised of the fact that the same thing happens with respect 
to >acciuation? I«ct not tliis suggestion .at least be disregarded as 
iinwortli\ orallention in the ])resent poverty of remedial resources/ 
Nor ouglfci a failure or (w<», to discourage from further trials, since 
tlie same has liappeiiod x\iih tlie operation when instantly pcrformctl, 
though in (lie general lesult successful. 

As (he spinal marrow appears to be early and seriftusly afEected^ 
it were well to endea\our tt» reinshitc its healthy funmons, and fui 
this purpo>e no measure would probably be so eftectual as leeches or 
< ups to he succeetled by a strip of epispastic planter (»r issues, or tlie 
actual cautery along the vtM’tebral column, and it is not unlikely tfoi 
''lime, ad\antage, might be derived from counter irritation over tlie epi¬ 
gastrium. To prevent or check convulsive spasms, comprevsion by 
tourniquets to an upper and lower extremity on opposite sides is 
worthy of trial, and more especially as it has answered so well in 
opilepsy, and in the in\eterate atlaeks of cholera morbus. 


• X^oiuloii Medical .iiul IMn^ical .luiu‘n;J, July» 1828. 
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Rouietimesi seemingly happens very suddenly from spasm of tlie glcUis, 
and where it is menaced from this cause tracheotomy may be per* 
formed, as suggested originally by Professor Physick. j* 

In (he use of general remedies, we should be govcTnc^d by cir¬ 
cumstances, resorting to venesection and evacuants of the aliinenlaiy 
canal, or to stimulants amlantispasmodics, orsetiaiives as indicated, 
alone, or united witli calomel. Great embarrassment has hi*re(oiie o 
been complained of in the administration of medicines, from the in- 
abilit](^ deglutition, or the intractable spirit of the patient. Put 
this may be readily overcome by the introduction of the <esoplia- 
gtut-^j||heter, tlirough which medicines, drink and food, aio very 
cOiQJCTicntly poured into the stomach, as we witnesst'd in one c;iso 


disease, Notliiug could exceed the n])pnreiit comlbit and 




re^eshment which the patient exi>crienceil from bmth, and parlicn- 
cold water, with which she was supplied in this manner, 
thrtlttghout her illness. In the last foAv years we have lienrd inui h 
of the success of an experiment by Majendie, in which a la!:;e (juan- 
titjpof water was iujectid into the veins. Put we do not cnntidi' in it. 
adlhi^y improbable, and particularly since it failc^i in other ha(ul>.' 

We have now completed the consideration of thi'^ Mih^^ct, which, 
perhaps, has been treated more extensively than it claiiind. front ihe 
uB^diainty of our knowledge rcganling it. Put it is one of intense 
mtore,st, in whatever view it may be contemplated— anil we deemed 
it j^per to lay open the field, with the hnjje that it ina\ re- 

ceiVjO some cultivation and mi iil No wheio is the disease. 

prolraHy of^morc frequent occurrence than in the I'liited State'i, and 
fir^ thetimple opportunities atl’orded, wc will not despaii of seeinii 
it further elucidated by the well-directed invesligalions t>f some ol 
o(ir practitioners. To determine corivcily the patholoi^y. and (o in 
dicatc with any certainty, the cure of hydrophobia, arc to wijie awav 
a reproach tO;our art, and to earn a reward as much more gtoiiou^ 
than the^^hal^ WTcatli awarded hy the Itoman Senate to a soldiet 
who saved an individual in battle, as the preservation of Die 1i\es ol 
thousandCT is to that of one, or the triumphs of science com|>aied 
a solitary achievement of military intrepidity or prowe.-'^. 

N. i . 

if^Portof acasc of hydrophubra, by M. in ulnr b nn inpr 

into the veins, so far from afroixfing relief, most titaiHfosiU liirl in 
fessing strength, and exciting a chill and fever. — JAlmU^ i'ol. If 




( 15.? ) 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


1. ^rrsuck itinr Midirinisch-Chirur^isrJtm nins;no!tttk, in Tabcllcn oi ' Erkennt- 
/?/Vi.v untl Uiittrsclirlduv}' tier iuncm uml aenssrrn Krankhciten, mlttels iVc- 
^('ucimuultrslcUniis; dtT iihnlichtn Formcn. Von I). KAur. Gustav. Schmalz, 
Arxtu untl iMi} sikus zu Kcinlgshriick. [Dresden & Leipzig'? folio, t®, ^64» 
J’ourlli uditloii, enkirgcd and improved.] * 

,'Iii uftntipf at Mntical and Sur**iralJ in Diblex; or Recognition and Du- 


'&h'i-fTtin(ilititi of iofcrriul and External JJimisca^ by comparison of their 
for/ns. l?y Ghaut.j.s Gi stam s SumiALZ, M. D., &c. 




A grcri! dinitMilfy ct)nncclcd with the noble profession of mcditiuie.if^j 
r.orrt cl discPlmiiuition betwet'ii diseased actions, since very many, 
ing :i sU ikiiig rc-^nnldanec of symptoms, rcc[uire treatment of directly oppcpilb 
chararUT. If lias tlicrefore uluuys been a desideratum, to ascertain the di^tu^ 
fi\«* jjct’uliaritii s, signs, produced by various affections, 

!)) ronlnisilng surli jn cnliiirities with others havings general similarity ofji^ 
po( t, \ot sllll unlike in order of occurrence, violence, duration,‘&c. 
fli<* jiraelUioiu r to deelcle upon the tine ehar.'icter of the case. • 

llul a wry tfifU ivut degree of importance was attached to diagnoris "during 
the rtn])in‘ ofiIi.il h.iselcss fabric of verbiage, dignified by the 8onori^tklfr<^ 
A .M stem wliich toadies directly and by implication that 
aetna! eiilities, or lacings producing tlieir like by a seed, and as incapabld'^ 
f lunge of clniraPtor, as any other beings in nature. Under the guidance 
s\ sleu!'^, It w as of the last consc«iaciicc to ((i^prmiuc tlie name of the dui^‘ 
i>er':iuse the name imjilicd the nature, ftftt ^hc seat of the aifection, ^cl £ 
tn‘:itment was to be directed against a peccant entity, rather than toreKOlie '' 
lieallhv action of organs ^\lneU had suffered no change but in tlieir setltthil 
proilucing (listurbaiici' and irregularity in the performance of their functicHls. 

'('he recorded experience of ancient medicine, supported by all the eXpei^* 
mental rest urdu s of later days, goes incontc.stibly to prove that diseaiSfcs are 
mereh div*rra)s of function proihired by illsorder or disturbai^^e healthy M.* 
tion, and c.ipahlo of heing endlessly varied and modified accorQt;M^:tb the 
tlforni inl!u<‘nccs of age, climate, temperament, luiti’ition, tcxt^0^&c. 
all the inodiiieations of action occurring in the animal economy, designated $8 
diseases, result from changes jiroduccd in the condition of the ncrvoulandy)^ 
cni.ir s^ 'items; in the first, evinced l>y dcgprccs of irritaUon, and Ih the lasti.^ 
coiisiMjiiences of the foregoing, of engorgement and infli|]nmation. Henc«^ tfijl 
pli\sician x\ho aims at an accurate diagnosis, endeavours tb ascertain thejCaum. 
which ilcteniiiiie ctiangt's in the nervous system, and the peculiar 
arra\ supcriiulm -d in iliUcrcnl textures and afgans thereby, without 
citous to aggreguli* s}ni]>toms which .arc derignated by particular tides. ^ 
mode of sliul}ing his subject, his pathology will be correct aml'^dv^t 
In proportion to the extensiveness and accuracy of his acquamtaifi'cc 
siology, and his iliiignostics will lead him to a clear conccptioii the 
s,,. V.— Nov. ['30 1 * 
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or organs affecled, according to hiji skill in detecting the abemlion of functions* 
from their normal conditions. It is truly a subject upon whicli the ]vx>fcssicin 
may be congratulated, that the physiological study of pathology is steadily and 
surely removing tlic rubbish of prejudices entailed upon it by jofcut * ainc-.s and 
dogmatic systems, and that physicians at last, arc condescending to sUuly na¬ 
ture, Instead of continuing to pin llicir faith upon the sleeve of Sauvages or 
Cullen. 

The work of Dr. Schmalz is very creditable to its author^ notwithstanding its 
having been drawn up too much uiuUt the influence of exploded doctrines, it 
iiii^M|pdvantageous]y consulted by the practitioner wlio can pvoiii by those 
^Without reference to theoretic views. The uutlior ;iiTangcs in contrast, 
morbid actions most liable to be confounded, in a tabular form,-..!.J 
iefly the symptoms believed to be charactex-Istlc of <*ach. buch discrl- 
B, ho^i^cr, sometimes appear rather verbal than real, more esixecially 
yire made to distinguisli between diflerent <legives of morbiil ac- 
fi^esife texture. The introductorj' observations of Dr. Schmalz arc in 
go^ judgment and correct general views of the oh jeets of o\ir pro- 
* A part of his introduction is occupied with an excellent and perspi 
account of auscultation and percussion as means of distinguishing disi asc.s 
ie and bears a very decided testimony in favour of tlu-ir usefulness, 

^longer doubted, except by those who are too indolent to derive advan- 
their ears. ^ 

W© notice this work, however, more witli a view of inviting attention to the 
than in reference to the absolute merit «>f Dr. Schmalz’s Irca- 
/VA^Ctiatise on diagnostics, founded un a proper study and ap])lication of 
of general anatomy, and physiology to pathology, would be a 
grjeat value to students and practitioners. Such a work would cer- 
an ample preparation, both of Heading and experience, the 
I and scrupulous investigation, and gr<'at intellectual resources. Yet, 
»g the magnititde of the task, \vc feel persuaded that there aiv 
’{Mfr'rei^ers, some who arc competent, and might win a lasting renown 
pjj^l^^ution, wltich would entitle the author to the gratitude Mul respect 
as well as of the community in general. J. D. G. 






jSi^aia ono un Coniagio, Quistione Jigiiala ftni Mfdici llurnpei 
iftemoriadel Cav, Dott. G. Palloni. Livorno, pp. 100. Sw>. 


Ss one of those arts which exercises a most powerful influriieo 
Mbe vra&re and happiness oftli^lfruman race, it becomes a question of the 
importance, whether its pnn^ples are grounded on indisputable data, 
lere theories ;U^le to change with every fluctuation of opinion. 

;ji>e adtai^i^l^t, notwithstanding the rapid advance of the scienro, 
IWhiy points, and those of extreme Imf -rtanre, on wlntb 
meSjplicable diversity s'ientimcnt, even among t!u* most Uarned of 
‘^“I'and on none more so than that of contagion, particnlarlv as » on- 
rsrfrvcr. A lat<- writer has applied the appropriate pliia«.i; ot 
to that portion ofit, wherecaiisisofeM iils, and motives 
ai^d comuiLiitcd on, by wnteis Ining s alicrward*. 
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wil^ an assumption of knowledge, scarcely, if ever possessed by tlie very par- 
ticipami’s in the scenes. We may apply the same phrase to the healing art with 
equal tr^itli, for we have unfortunately too much of the romance of medicint*, 
■tlrlugctJ^as arc wifli false facts and unsubstantial theories, which are the 
mor{: dangerous from many of them having emanated from those, who, by their 
learning and tahiiils, liave invested them with so specious a gaj;.. that it is al¬ 
most impossible to distlngiiisli tin* true from the false, the uscfid from the 
^'ortlilcss, it nmy be truly said of medicine, “ que Ic vrai n*eat pas toigours 
vraiseinblabU*.’’ 

'flic doctrine of contagion from its extreme importance, has rcce^Mp^ore 
altcutioii, and caused more acrimonious disputes, than any other portlm of pic- 
dlt .M 5rienre, and notwithstanding the number of \oUimes on the 
rcatly before llic public, w e are yearly presented with others on this 
im s.Iiaustihlo l(»plc. A manifest change hntvcvcr,may be obseTi^lin 
rmnibi'i* of the adlicrentsoflhc *loctriiic of contagion and their OTOon^ 
fbe last rc^iiuiy, few' writers wore to be found who were hac^^d 
po^e the ])o]udai <>]>inlon of the propagation and dissemination of 
b\ coiitagloti, whereas tlicy are now must numerous, and include nuny 
lUo'^^ Icarncil aiitl ilistiiiguislual of the profession. 

Tin* w'ork, whose title sluiuls at the head of thi^notlce, is tlie piwl^tlflp of 
one r)f the inosl <*cdcl)raU-d ])h\ sicltins of Italy, and was drawn up as ap fl^unrer 
to rertaiu (lucrics addressed by the hoard of health of Marseilles tQ^^UKtoflieg> 
horn, on lhc*siibjc rt of <jiiarahtini* regulations. ^ , 

Dr, J*alloiii U a firm belio>cr in the doctrine of contagion, ^e 
ever, attcinj^t in this place to answer any of his observi^ons, but^mutett^llpt’- 
s< t\( s with j)i'cscnting the questions as proposed, wdth a condensed 

'Die questions arc us follows;—1. Arc vessels arriving with 
liralih but from suspected ports, subjected to quarantine? 2. Arcth 
purified, and In what manner’ 3. Arc the intenors of vessels 
washed’ 4. What is the length of quarantine for men, andwhit^ 

5. What prr caiilioiis arc taken with regard to persons labpiij^g<tinj 
ytdiow fc\er’ 6. What is the procedure with vessel^ &c. hai^gsUf 
elcan bills of lit.iHh’ 

Siuh are the intcrrogatoric.s sulAniltcd. to tlic board of 
.*ind attempted to be answered by Dr. P^Ioni, who is one ofi 
he does it rather by a disquisition on yellow fever, than 
rc])Ii(*s. 

lie observes that it is impossible to enftpr on the considentii^drl^ie 
tions, without taking a rapid view of tbp doctrine of cputagiODi'.and 6f 
frrent ojfmions cnteitaincd with regard to it, and jiUtfe bp ^ttplaltiB' ttat 
of'the oxamiiiulion being conducted^in a calm and phl^irampal 
mere scene of contention and anger disgraceful to the p^wetH| 
propo.sitioti is, that the yellow fever is a.disease foKign to 
genous in some parts of the West Indies, fl^m whence it 
being introduced l)y persons or goods, and consequently 
This he thinks he has established satisfactorily on the fo 
riial it was ne\er knoivn in the Mediterranean port^ until 
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cation with the W'cst Iniliea, and particularly with the Antilles, had beenr/csta' 
blished, and that it has always arisen from the arrival of persons or inci^jhaiidise 
from an infected port. 2. That those European ports which liavc enforced a 
rigporous quarantine have escaped, and vice versa. That whatever may 
tlie local causes of infection, and whatever the degree of sickness iiuluccd 
therefrom, the yellow fever has never appeared except in those ports in whicli 
vessels from the West Indies have arrived. 

Hence, says he, we are warranted in sa\ing*, “ that the >cllow fever, whirli 
yearly desolates most countries situated between, or near tlic tropics, but espe- 
ci Antilles, New Orleans, &c. is a peculiar contagious disease, wliieli 

may ne carried to other countries by means of persons or goods, and tlicrc' in- 
I identical epidemic. That the jellow fever is alwa}>s eontagious, but 
I equally communicable or destructive.” 

[in sulptances are capable of retaining Ibis contagion unaltered and for 
if they arc in a confined situation anti n<it expost d lf> llie at • 
of the air; of these substances the most Kimapflltk of t'onlagion arc featln rs, 
wiH cotton, &c. That a humid and warm aimosplicre increases the (lifiijsjon 
ottfie disease, and cold moderates and dcstro\ s it. 

s^r. Palloni further suites, that numerous fuels and expeiiments li;i\e ctm- 
nneed him that this contagion may be tlissipatctl and debtrt>\e<l 1»\ ^^^^gt.•n ui 
fiUldgations with sulphur or chlorine. 

The abo'i’e arc tlie most important views of our untiior on wllmv- fe\<r, uixi 
we have given them without comment, leaving our reach r'* to dr.iw tin Ir o\> n 
conclusions as tq their correctness. To attempt to answer tlnuu, even briefti, 
require more time and space than wc can afTonl to tlie snbjt et. We ha\<; 
been induced to notice the work from the celebrity of its author, and from tU 
piPCsenting in a condensed form the strongest arguments that ba\ e been tirgc d 
in frvMp of the doctrine of contagion. 

yfmiht sentiments entertained by Dr. P.alloni, be of course, in bis unsw i-rs 
tO-tilko Iquei^ons from the board of health of Marseilles, slrotigh insists on llie 
ab^^te necessity for the strictest quarantine, aujd gi\ i-s llie follow 'mg skcteli of 

All vessels arriving at that poit friMi tin- An- 
^,WCny port of North America to the south of Cape Fear, ibiringtlic snm- 
mit season, or which may come from any othi r port in w hicli \ t How fi \ er mas 
^^^.are subjected to quarantine as foul, wnd all passengers, S<.c. arc dotaiiu d 
tld^ ^ys discliaige of the cargo, (if composed ui' .vust-f/tf/Ut niair- 

lip^^hicli is'ltself detained thirty-five days, and cleansed and piinfit din t lu* 
^This quarantine is lengthened if the crew, lia\c l>m» sii kl\, or 
any person has died on board, tipriic vessel is cleansed am! disinfietdl m 
part, the clothing of the c.reWy &c. washed and purified, tlx' iiall.isi and 
of the veaa^ thoroughly washed; tlic vessel is also anclioixcl apart 
■»ers. ' ‘ 

re, firom the January number of the Journ:d C' •urul do Mcdet Im*, 
TAcademy of Medicine of Paris, are not satisfied w itb oxacling ({uar.m- 
from suspected ports, but wish to extend its <q)ei‘atioii to those 
^Causc that eouiitiy dws not carry Iitr sanitary laws into full 

_ f^dactmr, iJr. rrendrin, conclmh s a note* with the follow- 

obae^ations on quarantine laws in g’l-ncrai 
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V Sanitary laws are necessary; precautions must be taken against the impor- 
tation-^f diseases from abroad, even if tlicy should not be contug’ious. This ne- 
ccssUy ‘S llic law and rnnit of all hc'»'»U laws. Many of those at present in ope¬ 
ration, 111 aU civiirzed countries, should be modified by the present state of 
knowledgi*; it is to amclioraU* them that our ellbils should lend* *Ucy are ren- 
tlercd morti cflicacious in making’ them more perfect, whilst, at the same time, 
tlu’)- will he less onerous, but the most imporluut changes to be mauc, arc strict 
aeguliit ions to be observed during the passage of vessels, contagion and infec¬ 
tion slioiild not be permitted to be generatcil on boiud vessels, to be aft^wards 
deslro) ed 111 la/.ureUos.” G. 


1. Mvnmtre }*hyiiUil<i;j;hjur snr le C(rwan. I*ar M. Maoevdib. Lu duiB la^We- 
aiu'e INibliipie de I'Acadcmic Uoyalc des Sciences, le 16 Ju^ 1828^<^^8ro> 
rlnire, -Uo. pji. IT".] 

Tlie ind^pcns.ilile n-'c crfshy of constant submission to the canonS of ^MlUld 
logic and n;;nl iiuhn tion, is bncibly demonstrutcil by the lamentable instances 
of Iiallueiiiation maiiirrsied liy eminent pliilusophers, when they forsake the^c- 
cure path <if cxperinuMiUd in\ estigation, and plunge into the be'wildering mazes 
of coiiji'oture. Sueli, liowc\er, is the constitution Of the human understanefing, 
that as soon as an inquirer after truth ceases to be the faithful ** minister and 
Interpreti r nature,” he )>egins to wamler from his object, and quickly sub- 
stliiit< s '•oine “ithiT’ of liis imagination, before which he falls down in an ec- 
st iey of egotism, and w ovsbips with a fervour proportioned to its absurdt^. 
t'roin tills inadiu-ss, tliere is small hope that the individual can ever be recover¬ 
ed. Ids prlile ami s<•lf-Jo^ e arc kept too liiglily excited and flattered by hiseflorts 
to fori e all nature to submit to Ids speculations, or by his eagerness to proselyte 
tiiose whose approl)alion may impart a temporary support. But, howcT^r hope¬ 
less nia\ be the attempt to restore those thus grievously afflicted, itisanbbriouB 
■ Intv to uani the unsuspicious of the true nature *of their doctrines, and to place 
in the strouge>.t light tlie folly of such abcmitions from that philosophy which 
is alone »’Ji^>able of guiding to certain and beneficial conclusions. * ‘ji|- t 

'i'be name of M:igeiidi(' is familiar to students of physiology, and is associated 
with idv as of intlefallgable industry and extensive experience. To a considera¬ 
ble degr(‘i- of rashness, and a ratllc^ positive manner of deciding from experi* 
nieiits pi iTormei! under the influence of preconceptions, be rem^ka* 

ble patience of researeli and d( liberate examination of the opinions of O^ers. 
Ills < bnu ni.s of ph\ siolog'x is a work worthy of the era in which itwasprodde- 
(‘d. Siibstnpient to that piii)hcatiun, Mr. Ibgcndie advanced in his experirae^: 
t:tl eare(u% w ith a rapidity and sticccss which gradually deUched him from 
ti'inperaie course of induction, and finally led to the eX^fagant views whidlt . 
w e now find liim indulging in. Ills first decided indication of vaini^l^try of 
liis own fane), was the experiments he made in London on tho,nilh pair 
of nerves; ther<‘, in opposition to analogy, experience, and demonstra^^' 
he inferred from entirely inadequate data, that the fifth pair was th« 
elusive organ of sensation, ami that the olfactory, optic, wore 
misnamed uml misniuU r.siuod. Since that period wc have regarded Im-'aa 
lost lo thi’ sol)er realities of science, and ha\e cvemrecciTcd his annuncaadoii 
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of facts vitb a scepticism only to be removed by demonstration. The mcsioir 
we arc now about to analyse, will prove that this course was nut oiil;^,correct 
but indi5j)CJis:iblc. i* 

Before wc enter upon this unpleasant duty, wc deem it necessary to sletr, 
that notiuiig'but the hig'h standing’the aiitiim* has heretofore maintained, and 
the autlioritativc institution whence it emanates, could have induced us to be¬ 
stow so much attention upon this memoir; which is, in all respects, the most 
absurd production we hav'e liccn oblig’cd to read in the discharge of our profoj- 
sionol duty. 

Suet'writings, in general, arc treated by his journal, with the nogleclfid si¬ 
lence their insigniticance merits. It is only in rases where, the aulliorlty of a 
name.might midcad the. unwary, t!»at wc condescend to notice folly, which 
wouU oihcrw’isc aw’uken no deeper feeling than jnty, no stronger einolion tluui 
coh^pt. 

It is know’ll to most of our readers that Mr. Mugeinlie has l>een for some lime 
engaged in investigating the nature and <[uantity of a fluid foutid within tiu* 
spinal column and lirain, whicli ho was tlic first to declare a part of the healthy 
system, and not as previously supposed, a mere r«itjsc((m nee of ilisea^e. 'J'lujiigli 
the existence of this fluid lias been generally admitted as a pail of tin* lu’althy 
living system, there arc cirLumstancos relative to it, wlilcli sliouhl alw :i\ s he tlls- 
tinctly remembered; that the br.iin and spinal marrow are surrontuled h\ serous 
membranes, whose office in other parts of the body wc know to In' the secre¬ 
tion of a halitus or vapour, very' n'adily condensible to a fluid !»} tliange <if lein- 
perature. The existence of this ccrebro-spinal fluid is only dcuKiiistrablc after 
death, or by opening the vertebral cavity of living animals; in tin- first instance, 
we know that not only the change of temperature, but the accumulation de¬ 
pendent upon endosmosis and exosmosis, have taken place. 

In opening the vertebral cavity of a living animal, not only is the external 
air admitted, but the nervous system is more or less disturbed, and the iisuu) 
acrions of the parts Impaired* We arc at least certain, that tlie .scr<Mis nicni- 
branea in other parts of the body, do not, during life and health, pour out a 
fUiidlryct after death, or in states of disease, a large quantity of flind is found 
within them; all of these circumstances sliould at least be recollected wlieii w'c 
admit the existence of such a fluid, as a healthy constituent of tlie iiody. q'ho 
following is Hr. Magendie’s statement of tlib quantity’ of this fluid, whic h, at best, 
can but be regarded as approximative, since it is scarcely possible from indi¬ 
viduals, unequivocally dead of disease, to deduce the average qiiantlly pos.<>cs'>c<l 
by persons enjoying ** all their corporeal and intellectual facultic.s. ” 

an adult man of ordinary aiz^ and enjoying all his moral and iiitcUcctuaJ 
ninilUes, tlte quantity is about tliree ounces; females, all other cirrumstanres 
being equal, have a larger quantity, which wc shall presently see, is not one of 
tile a4TUltage8 they possess over us. Infold men this fluid is still more con.si- 
deimSf it may even amount to six or seven ounces, but t* cn the mc’ntal aiul 
0licultic8 are much impaired, 'fhe place occupied by this fluid is worthy 
of reou^k; it forms around the brain and spinal marrow' a layer, %arying in 
thickfieie at Afferent points; in tiic neck it is four or five lines; in the loins 
more than eii bich; around the lira n, generally one or tw u lines, and in certain 
'-asei and places nearly an inch.” 
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Tar, our author jirocccds rationally enough, but to the latter p$ui. of the 
precce^ig atalemcnt, he asks whcUicr this be not a powerful objection to Uairs 
.system, is the layer of fluid must rc'i Jcr it impossible for the protuberances of 
‘the- brain Iq. be marked on the surface of the skull, as tlie surface of the 
brain cannot exactly correspond to the inner surface of the err’^ium. But to 
this objection it may be answered, that the fact of the correspondence of the 
hmin and skull has heen a thousand limes demonstrated, and can be proved in 
iVe same way at any moment. It remains, however, to he proved, that this fluid 
does cover tlie brain. We now enter upon the exlravagmiccs of this memoir, 
which will justify all we have said in c<»mmencing this notice. 

“The stiidy of llie fluid covering tlie brain, has led me to a singular and un¬ 
expected fact relative to llic volume of the brain. We represent the volume of 
tlie brain as invariable, because we Uiink it exactly fills the capacity of th45 cra¬ 
nium, and we do not sec our heads^^aciatc or fatten like other parts of'the 
1)01 ly ; but nothin}' i.v h sa real. 1 have assured myself that the bndn follows the 
other orgahs in ]‘elalin»i lo clianges of volume. In all diseases of a certain du¬ 
ration, in which tlie I)ody emaciates mudi, the brain undergoes an analogous 
diminution, and the convalescent who supports himself with difficulty, and re¬ 
fers his debility lo tlic almost complete disappearance of the muscles of his 
limbs imi’k, Willi ffpud propriety, ullributc his mental feebleness to the diminu¬ 
tion of llic volume of liis brain.”* 

Now, in the name of reason, we inquire, whether such nonsense would 
not be .sudicKUit (o cover any but a f^eat name with ridiculeEvery ana¬ 
tomist living has dissected the brains of individuals who have died of pul¬ 
monary'consumption, marasmus, inanition, and various other causes produc¬ 
ing exlriiue emaciation of body'; and found such brains filling the cranium in 
the iihual maniKT, and in ru) way participating in the emaciation of the body. 
Every man of observation is acquainted with instances of persons reduced by 
disease to a state of extreme emaciation and debility, who have, nevertheless, 
exhibited force and activity of mind, equal to tile highest intellectual opera¬ 
tions. Anil yi*t we arc told, in the face of all sorts of dcinoiistration, tliat the 
brain waxes and wanes wilii the adipose and niiiscular systems, and this cerC' 
bro-spinal fluid, is di stincd to occupy its place as tlie brain diminishes! This, 
however, is only a foretaste of wliat our author can do. 

“ Al\cr h.'iviiig perceived the uses of tlie cercbro-spinal fluid, I wished to in¬ 
vestigate what influence it had upon life, and consequently liad tO experiment 
upon aniin.ds in wlioin this fluid is in smaller propoiiion. 

“ My fir-t cxperiinenl was made upon an old and fierce fox, taken in a trap- 
l-'.\ory tiiiK* I made a small puncture in liia neck, he lost all his cercbro-spinal 
fluid; llic elVecl which followed \v.as exceedingly striking? the animal, so fero- 

* V |inH>r\\< ii - tl< tiririit,Menn)'lit,«ith :iilvntitAp*,n t'l-r to flioproductions ofsomcorthe 

iiimt r> K Im.iIi iI lux i> nnil pliiliODplii rs, u ritWii w 'u-ii tin ir aiitlnm labuurcd under an i-:itmiedef?nvol 

« in.ut.itioii .iimI r •'poii'jil <li IhIiI). 'i'lu' cxtri'nii'rniavutiiun of /W/mrr as n-mni'kablo during thu 
tiiiu* VI in II liik Ih si vm.iKh h< it pat-pnrrti, nnil varinus siiuilnr instanres niiglitbi* cited; oDeoiher,bow- 
< «I r, vv lit Miflii'i, vv liu-li n ihnt of the rt'li 1117111 tl Hu/fatS Stfivarf, uhnvr last work, iiiit'.htHi hut a Aw 
hours Ih r'*ii his dcadi, «liirli pi«T« ih it lij liu- i-Mn-nu' ol foqK.ri-siI uavting aiul lit-hlnicss, pfr- 
h;ijiv f xhiloi'* mnir tif i iipuii, i !• i-aiicr-, p* , .iiui rtiialiij". than auy of tlie rompositioiis 

he ]iii p:'i' cl dining hi. gie.ilesi tit git i- ol' ph} vir.il In a lilt. VV < i\- ue to jiiilgt* MlV Magciidic by hU 
(iitsi 'll lut looir, iM I vhdof iiii; the nuidthoti of Ins lo.iio, il ivullld ix uniKiMiblo 10 avoid bcIlCTlUg i'' 
to hi. accoidiilg to IIKOIMI iluolitite. Tii v niindi t io. 7 ( lati d’ 
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cious an I;istant bcforC) became immediately calm, no lunger attempted tcv’qjtc, 
nor made other movements. Seeing lliis, 1 had him untied, and left alilibcrly 
in mv garden, l>ut he lay down on the spot, and did not stir till the fmlowing 
morning. He then nttenipted to move, and made Bcveral steps witU^-onsidcrahle. 
firmness} at tlic end of thirty-six hours he again attempted to bite an<l escape, 
r then made a new puncture in his neck, and was convinced that his ccplialo- 
spinal fluid was completely restored.” 

With what serious circumstantiality is this related, and liow rrndily does Ihg 
author arrive at the desired conclusion] Let us examine the coinlilions of this 
experiment. Mr. Magcndic takes an old fox, lies him fast, thrii.Ms an a\\l 
tlirungh his neck into the spinal cavity, and the animal lies down and Ijccoincs 
calm! Was not the awl tlirust a little way into the s|)inal marn>\v ^ <li(l not the 
aninud^/o//down? was he not immediately ntrrff/y.si/Mu the cMrcmities' Hy no 
mean^ says the author, nothing but ti\c ccKbro-spinal fluitl i scapv d! Althouglv 
untied, the poor fox remains on the same spot all night, and it uas not until 
thirty-six hours had elapsed that he began to make a few strps} lh« A lu* again 
became snappish—because lus ccrcbro-spinal fluid was restored! How satis¬ 
factory the c.xpcrimcnt! how satisiicd the experimenter! 

Notwithstanding the exhaustion of our patieucr, we liiul still more food for 
mirth and melancholy, as wt advance. 

There are several cavities hollowed out in the centre tif the brain, wln re 
probably some of the most secret mysteries of the nervous ami inti lb «tu.il s\ 
terns take place. Can one believe that tiu se cavitli s} sf» important tor tin- plie- 
nomena which occur there, have been, and still are namcil, * > nlriihs or liitb* 
heUieaP Let us alwav's add to tlie credit of mockni anatomists, tli.il die epithet 
came to us from the ancients, who were so fond of it, tluy ])lac( <l it evu v- 
whcrc. M'hat we call chtsi, they called /»///*/. The stomacb was nothing tint 
a vtntrich or little belly. The hcait hu.s still two ventricles, ’flu; liiain, donbl- 
Icss on account of its being the most noble, has no less than four nufrirhs. m if 
not time that this trivial denomination was expungv d from anauiinlt al language 
Mr. Magendie acknowledges that there arc cuvifim in the brain, and /^^^///«<■.? 
tli^ir great importance from the occtirrencc of phenotmna, whicli jy.* suji/mstx 
to take place therein. Then, in a spirit of inisreprcsi ntallon, as simple as it 
is ridiculous, he finds fault witli tlic names given b\ ilie ancients. .\o\v, these 
names signified, and still signify notln'ng In A r/z/vV/’/.v, and the terms 5 x 

and their derivatives were applied to Imllove parts, or viscera generally, and 
for no otlicr reason than their being or containing cavities. AN liv slionld m-t 
anatomists continue to designate the four cavities of the brain by words i \pr« * 
sivc of their condition without reference to functions which are still unknow n' 
What should we gain by ceasing to call two cavities of the heart, wntric b s' 
and what advantage have we over the ancients, in c ailing lliat rht v/ w hii )i ib< \ 
called venier mediiM? '^^'c wish that we had soiiu.thing more crcditaldi to 
rcniei|lbef of modem anatomists than merely not having tln se iiain« 

and hope, that os long as we remain ignonmt of the use.s of tlx- cavities of ti'.e 
brain, we sliall be contented to call them ventrirh-s. Itut what will be ih« 
reader’s surpri^ to find our auflior, immcvlialely after ciilogi/ing tlic ancients, 
for their nomeiitwture of other part- of the brain' 

**The nomenclature of^lie parU contained within the brain, olLrsa tcry re- 
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ina g^jjlc circumstance, and to which I wish first to call attention 5 many of these 
parts li^vc names indicating" hytlraulic uses; here it is an aqueduct, there a fun¬ 
nel; now a vahv, and even a brtdf'e: nuist of tlicsc denominations descend from 
'rutqotc iinie^ they arc still used, but they arc regarded as mere vestig'es of an 
aiich'iit system tiiruwn into ruins by time and the process of scir ■'jc.** 

Here we have Mr. Magcnilic’s grand idol; he lias broached the cerebro-spinal 
fluid, untlTTolftcled enough of it to flout himself to any point! 1 ‘his fluid is a 
ijtal fiuiil; its presence is necessary in tlie brain; and^Ir. Magcndic has not only 
tliscovercd a way for it to pass in and out of the ventricles, but he finds out that 
lli^ ancients were “ rlghte ciinnynge wightes" for Wi^ir hydraulic nomenclature, 
wliicli is so well suited to his hydraulic theory! 

la fact/* s:l> s he, ** wliat is called the great valve of the cerebellum, fulfils, to 
a certain point, tlic office of vahe. The aqueduct has really the function Its 
name iiKlicates, it conveys the cercbro-spinal fluid from the fourth TChtri* 
<*li' to th<* third. Tlic itiftiiuliliulum ov funnel conveys it as far as to the pitui* 
I ary gl.oul^aiul filially the hiUl^c is an arch placed triinsvcrscly to the current 
of the liiiuid, not Himrv, but behu' it; to give a just idea, of which we may refer 
to ilic gigaiuie tunnel now constructing under the Thames**!! 

Hut we grow sick of .such stuff, and must hasten to a conclusion; tlie rr- 
inaijuU r of the mi moir being filled with theories about as rational as the pre> 
reding, supporlcil by ohservutions equally profound. He regartls the pineal 
gland as a ///ng destined to close and open the aqueduct of the brain; and io or* 
drr 10 en iblc It to do this, lie discovers that it is moved by tlic pressure o^ two 
large M ins, ^^lnc h, ]>y their swelling and diminution, govern the plug. The 
qii.intitN t>f cercbro-spinal fluid, being in inverse proportion to the intellectual 
cm rg*y, lie thinks that tlioso who value themselves on finely formed foreheads, 
li.'.d better be stirc that this fluid be not too predominant, and they be found out 
ns fools ill drsjiilc of their fine phrenological indications! 

Notwithstanding all this nonsense, wc have certainly met with much of 
it In l’ore, ami esj>iM-ial 1 y in tile M ntings of the anatomists, whose finely imagined 
lln orie.s of aiiiinai and \ ital spirits led them to the adoption of the hydraulic no- 
inenelatine.,\vhii li Mr. Mageiulic so much admires; pnning for the thousandth 
time the coiti t tness of the poet’s observation:— 

Out i>r iIk' (till (.1 O' im It 
( oiiH til ill tills iii'xs I'onit riu II Ml 
Ami iiitt lit iiiii liiHiki s, in iTiHiii tiiiih 

V i>im til ul thi» III \v Hciei) ;i' Uiut jtieti Icre/'—rAsiirer, AsM'mbly of FowU. M« IV* 

In eonrliiiling, we c.'uinot but lament tbit a physiologist of ourautlior’s stand* 
mg, should thus lia\c rc liiiquishcd his proper rank, and lent the influence of lus 
('\:(iii]di‘ to a mode of tlieorising, at once rash, prejudicial to srieiict*, and inju* 
rions to tlie reputation of those who pursue it. To bestow due praise upon ex* 
eclli-nee, is one of our most delightful offices; but on occasion.s like the pre^nt, 
it beeoiiios an iinjierativc lUity to censure without reserve: if we cahttpt af¬ 
fect offenders agaiu.^t .sound philosophy, we may at least awaken the serious at¬ 
tention of those Mho arc liable to be misled by vicious examples. 

lli^i'i 1 I him riiini, iiirminiiqiiP lilx niitn illini, 

(pi'Hl ipii* ileruli'l, i|iinni qitocl iimliat it ^ciu'intin.”—//'■ 


No. V.—Nov. iHOb. 


.T. D. G. 
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AhregipmUiqiit des Maladies dc la iV«w, d*aj)res Its Auteurs les plus ishml^set 
surlotti (taprea les Documens jniis^s daua la Clinique dr.'s]. Le Dr. Diet, Me- 
dicin de VJIopihil Saint l^ntis. Par MM. A I'azevavk vt II. K. Doc- 

tcMiw en Meilicine, aiiciciis intcrni's ilc I’llopital Saint Louis, &r. &c. Paris, 
1828, pp. 527, 8vo. 



It must be evident to tltc most casual obser\cr, that medical science luis as¬ 
sume A more dig'nilied and plillosoplhcal cluiractiTwitliiu the ])rcsc‘nt ccntur\. 
InstWpof being a mere record of cxtraovdiiiary cases, or of unsound and ^ isiuii- 
ary theories, it is now grounded on tl»e onl^ principles tliat can give it slul)ility 
an^^ndcr it a blessing' to mankind. This has arisen from tJic general spirit ft)r 
^Ogical and patliological research vthich has been so liappilv c‘\ciled 
profession; and for this we are in a great measure indebted to the 
Flinch school of mciUcine, attd particularly to tlic illinslrious Pieliat. 

Tllis improvement is strongly exeiiiplitied as regfards culaneou*, aireilion«< 
MedScftl men had long been in want of a practical trcati.^c on the disease s of the 
skin, which whilst it gave the speculations and practical precepts of tlic older 
writers, also treated of these disorders on ph\siologieal jn'ineiples. \\ ifliiii the 
la|t two years several im^rtant works l)a>e appianal on this .siihj< ct, hotli in 
E n||^ d and France, among which mu> l^e iiientioned those ot lhi\er and 
the latest, and we belioe tlic best, is that \\ho.-e title we liavi' 
the head of this notice. 

these authors have partially accomplished the ohjeot witli uhich llu ir 
urere undertaken, that of diseataiigliiig an important portion of nit-dic.d 
sdpihce, from the mass of absurdities and false tin. ories under w Inch It had s<i 
lo!hi*laboured; we say partially, for altliough these tiaati^i s art ij\ fu* (hr inosi 
prActical and useful wc have met with, yet from th<* m gleet, \\ hit li the tlisi asi s 
of skin have heretofore czperieiice<l, an almost inextricaido eoni'udon Ints 
fl^P^'amongthem. This may be accounted fur hy the total want of ('Ia-.dli< i- 
tiotvAAd exact description among tlie earlier writers, and tin difccii\c aiul \'\- 
cious 41 ri8ions adopted hy later authors. 

give some idea of the confusion which has aristn from the application of 
the same distinctive name to discuses that arc whollv dissnnil.ir, wc iu<tl onU 
instance leprosy. This term is u])])lif;d hw sonu authors to a tnbt rcuhir t nip 
tion, (elephantiasis of the (Irccks.) in otlu rs to a disease oftlu- suix utaiu 011 % 
cellular tissilKbi which the skin docs not participate until the disorder li.it e\. 
Uted for some time, (clepliantiasis of the Arabs.) U liilst ulh(-r.s ag.un hy tiiiN 
word, mean psoriasis, eczema, lichen, &r. 

•“•J^efore entering on the consideration of the work of MM. (’a/i.saxk and 
wc will take a rapid view of the labours of the autliors who have pre- 

D. 


t who attempted to introduce ^me oixler and precision in the study 
fieation of cutaneous disorders, was Merciiriali m KiJ.h 11c divided 
Atse affections into two great clanes as attacking the Itcad or body: in (ins 
pbLn^he was followed liy 'I'urncrin 17d6; these works cfmtain some «Aact dr- 
•oriptions axid^5niluablc practical remarks, but are in general inacriirate and de¬ 
fective. 
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^ next work of importance was that of I^orry in 1777, in which he h&s di- 
collected all that had been jyiven on the subject by precedSli^ authors, 
and endeavoured to refer tbciii to ‘li-finitc heads, in this he was unsuccessful, 
luivhi^ rating added to, tliaii diminished the confusion already existing*, his idea 
was that cutaneous diseases gencndly arose from morbid humou’** latent in the 
system, nbich thus attempted to free itself; hence he divided tliem into depu- 
rutory tUsflrtftrs, having a general or a local situation, those affections which he 
^lluwcd to he primarily seated in the skin he also classed in the same manner. 

UeU, M'hose work appeai’cd in 1790, adopted another mode of arrangiepient, 
in' wliich lie was followed by Uerlen in 1804, and I. Franck in 1821; thfi^as to 
divide the diseases into acute and clironic. This is perhaps more defective 
1 ban Itiuse of tlieir predecessors; as we must either admit wltli the latter authors 
that an enipiloii of an acute form is wholly different fix)m another pr C| |j|^Ufcg 
the Minu* a[)[)enraiiccs, but of a chronic nature, class the same dSlmiflkin 
ddfcn iit divisions aceortlingto its progress. 

In irs.f a|)])i-:nvi! the celehiatcd treatise of Plenck, which was follow^ in 
irO.S by that of W'illan, who has in a great measure adopted the classifiouAon 
of ilu* fc)rnu*r, purllfularly In Ins nine first classes, although they differ ihitch 
111 till* stihdivisions. 

iMcnck wholly rejected all division of diseases aofording to the partsia wHch 
tin y occurred, and aminged tliein by their external characters, but he 
led a stnuigi't iTor in admitting as genuine diseases, those which wm 
tpu l.e ol‘iifllamiiialions. 

ilhin, and afierwurtU his pupil and friend Bateman, assanung'PlM 
n i\d vli-ws, established a system wliich, although not free ftom ei 
ft cts, presents a run* example of clearness, precttton, ttd exactitude. 

%. orks art tof) will known to render it neccsssiy for us to notice them phr- 
tii-nl.uly. 

'flu* great and niagn ificcnt treatise of Alibert made its appearance aboat|j^B06. 
'('lie author has ado[)ted with some inoiltfications^c plan of arrang«iiiSll^g^Mro> 
posctl hy Mercnriali and 'fiinicr, tliat of making a kind of topogr^phicfel^divi¬ 
sion of tlir cut.iiu oils all'celions, tliesc are of course subdivided into speCies and 
larittii s. 'I'hc great di feel of this clussiiicatiun is, that diseases of thc^-sSihe 
rharacter arc with In scparatctl irom Iluir happening to have a ihHcrent termi¬ 




nation tti* appi'arance. • 

'I'hc (natisc oi Iktycr, in 18J6, is tmich on the same plan of ai^rutgcment ss 
those of \\ illaii and ll'iteniaii, hut is far superior in tlie vnevsi^t prc8ent8.iii 
pliv siology and pathology, this aiitlior has taken a more comprehensive ground, 
ami treats not only of iliseascs of the skin, piDperly speaking, but also of altera 
tions of the uppendages, or productions of this tissue, as well us of foreign bn- 
ilies ohsevNi d on its surface, or within Us substance, and of diseases, 
though at first unconnected w itii the skin, lliialiy cause aHerations in 

Jbi} er\s w ork was followed by thaf of Fhiinbe, who assumes a'XCUljKiiSlwtd 
ground, (fniding .dl diseases of the skin into six classes. 1st. ** Those ^nettles 
which obtain their dislinguishing cliaracteristics from local pcctlliaritles of tlic 
skin.** 2d. Diseases marked by chronic inflainmaton;'^ action of the vessels 
f rcting (he culiele, protUieing morbid growth of the stnicturd, and gcn^fiidly 
U pendent on dchilily of sn^Iciu. "^d. Ilise.ises exerting-a probably salutary 
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influence on the fiystem originally protluced by, and usually symptomatic $fi de¬ 
ranged digestive organs, and clisu*actcriscd by active inflammation. 4rtu dis¬ 
eases of a mixed character, essentially dependent on inflammation, with which 
the constitution is not ncccssiirily connected. 5tli. Diseases dependent on de¬ 
bilitated or deranged states of the system and consequent diminished tone of 
the vessels of the cutis. 6th. Fungoid diseases of the cutis and cuticle. This 
mode of classifying diseases of the skin appears at first view to be a grca( im¬ 
provement on those that preceded it, but on a closer examination it u ill ])^ 
found that it cannot be carried into practice, but notwithstanding the de¬ 
fects 9 fthi 8 part of )fr. Plumbc’s book, it contains a mass of useful and practi¬ 
cal information. ^ 

The work of MM. Cazenave and Schcdcl may be considered as emanat¬ 
ing ftmn Dr. Biett, physidanto the ho^ital of St. Louis, as it is founded on 
the vi^vs and practice he has adopted. 

Hie plan of classification is founded on that of Willan and Bateman, with 
some few modifications introduced by M. Biett, as follow's:— 

Order 1. Exanthemata, including erythema, erysipelas, roseola, rubeola, 
scarlatina, urticaria. 

Orier% Vesiculx, including miliaria, varicella, ccxema, herpes, psora. 

Bulls, composed of pemphigus'and nipia. 

4, Pustule, comprehending variola, vaccina, ecthyma, impetigo, acne, 

porrigo. 

5. Papul%, lichen, and prurigo. 

flquammx, including lepra, psoriasis, pytiriasis, ictiuosis. 

Tubcrcula, elephantias is grsecomm, mollusc\im, frambxsva. 

Oeiertd* Macule, mtbdirided into discolorations, as l/ronzc colour itf s/iin, 
lendgoi naed, and decolorations, as albinism and vitiligo. 

Bieeaste which cannot be included in any of the above ordtrs. —1. Lupus— 
35 tf*|Hagra—3. Syphilitic 2 e—4. Purpura—5. Elephantiasis of the Arabs—6. l)is- 
oailfla'Cfltiie sebaceous folUclas—7. Keloide. 

giving the general plan-of classification, our authors dc'.ignalc each of 
thisr dMions by a short but lucid definition. 

tnlf be seen by the above, that this work docs not include the whole of 
the alterations of which the skin is susce]jtible, but is confined to tliO'iC which 
are proper to this tissue, thus for instanr,<‘, anthmv, phlegmon, forming 
Bayer^s fifUi''d|hHsion, are omitted as being affections of the cellular tissue, al¬ 
though the sirai if often implicated in advanced stages of the disi ime. It is 
what it purports to be, a practical abridgment on diseases of the skin. 

The authors liave endeavoured as far as possible to give the svnonymes cif 
diseases, and particularly th.nc of Alibcrt, wherever they corresponded w itii 
divisions, or those of VVillan; this is of essential service as alfordiiig a 
I^Of comparison. 

“ "ah the authors have pursued in treating of caclidis^isc is wxdl arranged, 
^ ^fleecriptions of the symptoms are acc^irate and clear. 

We Can^safely recommend this w(»Jc to the attention of practitijners as con- 
taMngwmch practical information, not only on the treatment, but also on the 
cauiCf of cuthiigous affections, ami as being in furt,thc best tn atise on disrases 
of the skin, that has as yet apprnnd. K. K. fJ. 
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5. TihiU des Maladies des Enfans ncuveaux-nca cl a la Mamcllc, Paris, 1828, 
]>p. 654, 8to. avee 10 planches, colorizes, 4to. Par C. liixLaBS.’ 

.. Jn tills wurk, the author has passed In review almost iiU the possible affcc- 
tloiis, that can well attack children during the pvriod lie has specihed. For 
this task he appears to have been well cpiallhcd from the position ' '* held in 
‘*rHoHpic.o»o'*f>s Fnfans-trouv<:s de Pai’is,** and from Uie apparent zeal'witli 
which he has entered upon liis task. The frequent opportunities presented to 
him for examinations after dcatli, rendered him partirularly familiar with tlic 
pikthology of most of tlic fatal complaints to which cai ly infancy is liable, and 
which must necessarily contribute largely towards a better understanding of 
tiic diseases and ad'^ctions of this period of life. 

His object in tlic present work, as he declares, is, to point out the charac¬ 
ter of symptoms belonging so the diseases of children, and to consider their 
relations with organic alterations; to detail the various appearances of the bu- 
nian organs in a state of health and that of disease; and to deduce the mode of 
treatment, from the anatomical lesions they may have svifiered tram this cause. 

lie passes rapidly through the consideration of the development of the or¬ 
gans, and docs not stop to notice all their vicious conformations, but confines 
liimself to such only as give rise to symptom^ an^ derange the various func¬ 
tions of new-born children during life. 

He omits many of the ailections of cliildhood. Such as fever, worms, and the 
h mpliatic dchingements; because he thinks none of tliese derangements arc 
\ery common during tlic period of suckling. He has nevertheless bestowed at¬ 
tention u])on no less than one Imiulrcd and fifty different diseases and affec¬ 
tions, which he considci-s as belonging to tlic period ciHnprised between birth 
.4.nd weaning. • 

J-'rom the inuliiplictty of tlic complaints he has considered, we cannot give 
evenan enumeration of them; for tills we must refer to the work itself; and we 
do tikis the mure cordially, as we believe its perqsal will afford an ample re¬ 
ward for the trokiblc of doing so. To the student of medical Jurisprudence, it 
will in inaf^y instances be highly valuable, as he has detailed many novel and 
jiitercstiiig facts upon scleral doiibtl'ul points, and especially upon the appear¬ 
ances of the child and umlillicul cord after dealli. W. P. D. 

5. (Jnt^rril (Panaloniic Compartc par J. F. }As.CKEh, iraduitde i*.illemaful 

it aui^iin utc de notca. Par MM. UiEHTKn ct Alph. Sansox, Doctcur en Chi- 
nirgicii, de la Facullc de Paris, l^rccede d’unelettre de Pautcur. Vols. I. 
and 11. 8vo. Paris, 1828. 

The name of Mkckkl, has for some generations been consecrated to anatomy, 
and ciitlnisiasm for this science, appears to have descended with undlmiiushetl 
fdrrc to tlie author of the work before us. Since the pubCcatiQn of Cimcr's 
immortal I.csso.-m of Comparative Anatomy, the researches of philMOpIiic 
iiupiircTK, throughout ll;c world, have augmciilud the mass of &cts to a dep^c 
almost ineredlhrc, and rendered It necessary that some one slumld attempt, 
what Meeki'l has performed. His dcsigki is to ]>rescnt a complete view of the 
sciiMico, as it now exists, niTaiig'ing all the fiicts, and deducing all the princi¬ 
ples they support, thus cxlcmling to the kitniosl, the hoiindarics of genci’al 
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phyuolog'Ica] science. I’lic excectling* rapidity with which discovcrU<*i Itnd 
improvements follow each other in comparative anatomy, cannot be blotter 
shown than by the fact, that in the short ])criocl which elapsed between the 
publication of Meckel’s treatise, and its translation into the Frctydi lung'uage,' 
niouph was done to render lar^i^^t' additions necessary by the translators. 'I'hey 
^ cry justly remark, that notwithstanding’ the completeness of Meckel’s treatise, 
it is only to be regarded as a work of transition; because the science is still far 
from the state of perfection, to w'hich it must eventually attain. 

•‘To depict the charms of comparative anatomy,” says Meckel, “appcai-s 1o 
me absolutely useless; they present themselves to ever}' intellect, wliosc culti¬ 
vation has not been entirely neglected. As to the question of its utllily, that 
is, of its influence upon otlicr sciences, the following sketch may sutlicc. Tin - 
aiology incontestibly could not exist without compamtive anatomy, which fur* 
nishes most of the notions by which k attempts to explain general orparlieular 
vital phenomena; 1 will go farther and say, that comparative anatomy Is e\ i<lcnt ly 
but a part of physiology, in the most extended sense of that word. Compara¬ 
tive anatomy is not less interesting to zoology, of which it is actually a part; if 
it be recollected that the object of zoology is the description of atnmaK and 
that there is very little essentia) difference lietwccn the disposition of llu’ ex- 
tenud surface, and the internal organs it conceals, 'rhen, since physiology and 
zoology should be familiar to an enliglitcned physician, (a proposition wliirh it 
would be.useless to prove to the true physician, and supcrfhiou'^ to tlie sla\<‘ of 
routine,) comparative anatomy ^becomes an integnmt, and ncccssaiy pai't oI 
meditsl education.” 

The intention of a bibliographic notice, being merely that of annoiin<*ing 
publications, and giving some general ideas of their rliararter, it is sidlieit iit to 
state that Meckel’s treatise on comparative anatomy is a faithful record of thc^ 
existing condition of this science, presenting a view of every luotlitication of 
structure, from the simplest to the most complicated, and <lisplaying every 
thing which can tllrow light upon the obscurest paits of pltysiology. r.very 
intelligent physician can see at a glance how much sucii knowledge will aid 
him in the study of the human system, both in its pin ^>iologu*al and pathologi¬ 
cal conditions, and wijl rejoice ihat so mucl\ bus been done by our author, to 
render access to this invahiu])le dopai'tmcnt of science easy. 

On a future occasion, in a more ample renew of the coiulition ofanatoiiijral 
science, we shall revert to fhc peculiar doctrines deduced ()y Merkel i'rom his 
observations on human and comparative anatomy. In tlie nx'an time wc < an 
conscientiously recommend his works at large, 1o the medical reader, wlio will 
find in tlicm vast stores of knowledge beautifully arranged, and adiniraldy es- 
plained. J. 1). (h 


7 ; Msdieo-Ckirurgieal Tramaetions, pubOs/ied bt/ Out Medical and Vdnruv^iad 
q/*Zonefon, Vbl, XIV. London, 1828, jip. 46:1, /ith lUe plates. 

l%e Mescal andChinirgicalSr)r:ic^ of J.on«lon was foumhal in the }car 180.>. 
Its object is to elevate tJie cliaracler and tlignity of tJie profesMon, and to pro- 
mote theadvancemenl of medical and surgical science, and in fiirllnr.'ince ofthis, 
the business of the society consists in tlic reading of communications, and the 
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intcj^jiftnp^ of practical knowledge in the way of easy conversation, avendiu)^ 
debate and disputation. 

To render tJic society as extensively useful as possible, a collection is made 
•©f-tUe most interesting* of the meinoirs that are presented to it, and in 1809, a 
volume was published which constituted the first volume of the society’s trans¬ 
actions. Since lhal period, thirteen volumes have appeared, (at ir gnlar in¬ 
tervals,) ififU’vrhich constitute a very valuable and Interesting series of fictsand 
o|isi'rv'ulions. 

, 'i'hc fourteenth volume, which is just from the pres •, contains ten papers. 
'I’he first occii])ies nearly half the volume, and is entitled Observations on the 
nature* and Ircalmcnt of Kr^-sipclas, illustrated by cases,” by William I.awrence, 
r.sij. l-'s It. s. ?te. surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. This is the most in- 
tcrcstiiig-, (.Diditc, :in(l practically valuable memoff on erysipelas tliat we have 
met with, and we shall tlicrefore present our readers with a very full notice of 
it. Ni^twllhstanding the frequency of erysipelas, and the numerous opportuni¬ 
ties therefiH’c afiorded of ascertaining its nature and management, much difler- 
ein*i* of opinion pre\ ails, especially in (ireat Bntain, on these points. Some 
regard U as an alicction essentially inflammatory, and adopt the antiphlogistic 
])Ian of irentmciit, including general and local bleeding, whilst otliers conceiv¬ 
ing that the part, the constilulinn, or both, arc in a^tate of debility, eitdeavour 
to remove this by the free use of stimulants and tonics, more especially by 
l>a]'k, aniMionia, and wine. Mr. I.awrcncc belongs to the former, atid 
.ie4*t of his paper is to stibinit .some of the facts upon which hiSJ^inioh is 
f<HiU(l« d; and .dso to offer some remarks, illustrated by cases, on the'tll^VbDient 
of phlegmonous er\ slpelas by incisions, a remedy he estimates very highly. 

By er\ slpelas, Mr. J.awrenco understands inflammation of the skill cither 
aloiiv or in eonjunetion with that of the subjacent, adipose, or cellular tissue. 
“ Like otlu r iiinaininatious it varies in degree. When it affects tlie sitrface of 
the skin, which is rctl, not sensibly swelled, soft, and without vesication, it is 
< alle<l t I'iilhi mu. Sini/ifv tn/sipeiax is a more violent cutaneous inflaBimation, 
att( ndc‘d with elfusion into the cellular substance, and generally with Ve^jea- 
lioii; plih^’.niiuiius rn/slpch^ is the highest d^e of the affection, involving the 
(M'llular and adipons membrane as well us tile .skin, and causing suppuration 
and mortilieation of the fonner.” 

Mr. L. gi\osaAerv parlieukirand^iccurale account of the appearances, symp¬ 
toms, ami elfeets of both degrees of erysipelas, (simple and phlegmonous,) and 

a consiili ration of which has led him irresistiblv to the conclusion that the dis- 

0 

case IS intlannnatoiy. “In its four leading characters,” says he, “ of redness, 
swelling, heat, and pain, and in its effects of effusion, suppuration, and slough- 
ing, it agrees w'ith w’hut is rall(*d common or phlegmonous inflammation; while 
the general disturbance, preceding and accompanying tlic local affection, is 
oiicn exactly alike in the two cases. Krvsipelas then is roex^y-ft-.pili^^Mar 
niodiiieatiou of cutaneous or entanc(ms and cellular inflammation. ere 

to class these according to their natural affinities, we should place oiykpelas 
between the ('xantliemata and phlegmon. It is less <liffiised than the foHner, 
not M) circiiinscrihcd as the latter, 'rhe exaiithrniala .arc confined to the skfli; 
<‘r\si])elas, affects both skin and cellular structure, while phlegmon has its ori¬ 
ginal scat III the latter, the skin being secondarily involved. 
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Erysipelas and phleg'mon, difler not merely in tiic original scat or degree ot 
the disliirbancc, but also in kind. iMdcgmon is gcnenilly a more violent inflam> 
xnation than erysipelas, but sloughing of the cellular substance is more frequent 
in the latter than in the former. The most striking and imporqp\t distinction 
betw een the two aftections is th.at inflammation is confined to one spot in phleg¬ 
mon, and is distinctly circ\imscribcd in Its scat, while it is diflUsed in crj'sipc- 
las, and spreads witliout limit, owing to tlic substance called cosgtHUblc lymph 
being effused around the inflamed part in the former, and fofnung a boundtvy 
between it and the soimd portion, while in the latter the effusion is serous, henep, 
when matter is formed, it is not confined to one spot, hut becomes extensively dif¬ 
fused in the cellular tissue. Mr. L. docs not agree witli those who regard or) si- 
pelas as a distinct species of inflammation, and capable, in that char.icter, of af¬ 
fecting various parts of the body, as the conjunctiva, mouth and fauces; the re¬ 
spiratory and alimentary mucous surfaces; the serous membranes in the licad, 
chest, and abdomen; and the brain, abdominal aud thoracic visceru. 

In a natural nosology, Mr. L. thinks erysipelas would he classefi among in¬ 
flammations of tlie skin and cellular texture, aud would follow erythema, to 
which he would refer slight, superficial, and partial inflammation, ulthont vesi¬ 
cation, generally wrthout swelling or fever. Erysipelas, Mr. E. would (h fine 
‘^spreading inflammation^f a considerable portion of the skin, with diffuse 
redness and swelling, sometimes preceded, and generally accompanied by fever, 
and of this he makes three species. 

*‘l. Ebtsipelah siaiPiBXiSUpcrficinlsproadinginflaramalion ofthe skin, with 
bright scarlet or rosy redness, and soft tumefaction of the part, generally w itii 
vcsicaflons and fever. 

‘*Synonyma .—True or genuirte erysipelas. — K. exanihcmuticuin or vtrunu 
(Rust, of eiysipeJas of the face.) 

“Varieties.— Acniumt chronicum; piriodiewn, hnhiiaalr; pir,\itim or 
ambitions or erratieiim; sultans or vnlatirum, (disap])caring from its original si at, 
and re-appearing in a distant.part;) minthst/m, hullnsuiny phhfrtcntHh'.; 

idiopat1ueumtiTawnutictun^.^ffmpath£iirtim,ovafjmpfoinati> innjrli(ic.:i/i,''a.'./rini/n. 
“2. E. UinrMiTncs; the swollen pavU dark red, and )>liHng on prosmire. 

“3. E. PiiLBOMosoBi M; ucute inflammation of tlie skin anti eillular texture, 
with firm, general, and deep red swelling ofthe uffecteil j>arl, ending quickly 
in suppuration and sloughing. b 

**Synonyma.— cellular injlammatiun^ (Earle.) Tnjhimmatinn i>f l/i>- 
cellular texture, (Arnott.) Diffusephle^nKniy (Haron Dupuytren.) A', f'purimn 
orpseudn’Crysipclas, (Hust.) TlUei'mtm rryaipilutiKsus."' 

The causes of erysipelas Mr. L. considers the same as those of other in 
fiammations. “The habitual c\ itement of the vascular system, or the long- 
continued disturbance of the stomach, alimentary' canal, and Ji\ci', eons^apienl 
on Mflnmperance and excess, lay the foundation of inflammaiion generalh, and 
it on individual peculiarity, or oi^ local causes, v’*cf)icr tht; skin or 

shall be the seal of disease. In most cases of erysipt las ilie biliary 
anA^nfl^e system are more or less actively disordered, such disorder appe.ar 
ing somndmes to produce tlie cutat^eoiis affection, sometimes to he excited s> in- 
pathetically by it. Hence Desault established the denomination of hilmts in 
contradistinction to pkk^manmts einsipclas: on which division it may be observ- 
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P(1 the symptoms called bilious arc commonly found also in the phlegino» 
nous cases. 

” Wlifeii it arises from internal c*anses, that is, when its appearance depends 
»oni tjie previous existence of disorder in another orpan, it is called sympathetic 
or symplonuitic^ ^scamdaryi romensttalCf denterr>pathic\tm,J But, in a larg'e pro¬ 
portion of c.ascs, it is directly excited by external causes immediately uCtin^^on 
the part,«iid it is then called idiupnthic,* (primary, profojyathicum. J Thus it 
Is caused by cxl^rnal irritants of all kinds; by lieiit or cold, by blisters, -issueSf 
sj:;tons, caustics, or otlicr acrid matters applied to the sk n; by wounds, punc¬ 
tures, bi'uiscs, surgical operations, and all kinds of injury, (‘iraumaiic E»J 
Neglect of previous preparation, inattention to diet, continued exercise of 
the aflVclcd part, a?id an imprudent degree of general exertion, are frequent 
causes t>f crysiptdas after oj)crations and wounds, and in tlie course of ulcers and 
other local all'cctions, as are also injudicious modes of dressing, as irritating 
j>laslers, uheating load of dressings, and tight bandaging; in the latter instances, 
light applications and keeping the part cool are simple but efl’ectual preyen- 
'I'hc most frequent source, however, of this affection, after accidents or 
operations, is mdulgeiicc in animal food, or fermented liquoi's. 

Hlniplc eiysipeUs is usually of t)ic sympathetic kind, arising from internal 
causes, ])artlcularly from disiirdc r of the prima: viw^r liver; hence the epithets 
hilUnta and i'as/rir. As these causes are more or less ])crniancnt, they may 
proilure repeated attacks of the disease, or render it of long duration: hence 
the c‘\|)Vcssiofts (}{' pt/'/ndir, rlirotiic, and habitual erysipelas. 

'i‘he occ'inrenee of cry sipelas of the fnnr, Mr. T.. thinks, but without SufBcient 
etidenc'C, may be traced, in some iustanci's, to contagion. 

“ iMilegmonous er\si]K-las is more commonly idiopathic; it supervenes on the 
wound <d‘ Miifsi elion, on injuries of the sujuvficial bnrsw, as those of the pa¬ 
tella and oii'i'ranon, on inciscil iiiul lacerated wounds, and compound fractures. 
.Vn inflamed state of ulcers, especially in the lower extremities, is a common 
cause of it. 'fliis frequently comes on when large ulcers or extensive wounds 
arc healing rapidh, in j)i i^ons confined to betl and allowed a full diet of meat 
ami heer. It has often bta u jirodueed by wounds received in dissection.** 

As i-rysipelas resembles otlier inflammations, in its causes, symptoms, and 
efli'cl**, so it mu-'t lie tr».*ati‘d on the same ])rliieijilos. \encsee(ion, local bleed¬ 
ing, purging, arul low dirt, are tlu-vfirst measures, to which saline and diaplio* 
retie medieines may aftcru .irds bt; added. 'I’he earlier, according to Mr. I<. 
tlicse measures are employ cil the I)etlcr; vigorous treatment in the bc^nning 
will often cut the attack siujrl, and prevent the disease from spreading beyond 
its original seat. Air. I.. <loes not, liowevcr, rocoimucnd that measures equally 
acti\ e. and in particular, that hicctling, u Iiethcr general or local, should be em¬ 
ploy ml in all cases. “ In young persons, in the robust, ami those of full habit, 
in inst.iiK'cs wlu rc the pulse is full and strong, or when there is head-ache or 
white longue, in rry.sipi’las of the lu^id attended with symptoms denoting affec¬ 
tion of t]i<‘ seiiNOMum, aiul more especially in the vci^' beginning of the affec¬ 
tion, venesection w'ill he proper, and it may he necessary'^ to bleed largely, to 
repeat tin* evacuation, or to follow venesection !>y'local abstraction of blood. 


• 1 lu-M'ti'i iu<, I) , Ai\* uit'il niiiin w ntrn. Ill lIn'i'IM***"***^ •**‘***^ 

' N{». V.-No\. IS'-S. [-‘M 
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Cndcr such clrmmsljmccs, the othop parts of the antij^hlopistic plan mu!\t lie 
also cmployc<l, tliat is, the alimcntiiry canal should be* cleared by an active pur¬ 
gative, which may be followed by salines and antimonials, with the occasional 
use of milder aperients; and low diet should be enjoined. Nothinj^ can he 
dilFcrent from such a ease than that of an elderly j)crsou with a small and feeble 
pulse, in the advanced staple of the disease. The interval between these ex- 
ti'Ctncs is filled by imnicrotis gradations ivipiiring corresponding modifications 
of treatment. 'I'he antiphlogistic plan itself embraces a wide range in point of 
degree, from blood-letting, local and general, with purging, vomiting, the free 
use of mercury and antimony, and low diet, to the exhibition of a mild aperient 
with some saline medicine. ’I’lie treatment of erysipelas, like that of any other 
inflammation, must he modified according to the age, constitution, and previous 
health and haiiits of the patient, and the period of the complaint. In asserting 
generally that the .antiphlogistic treatment is proper, 1 speak of the beginning 
of the disc.ase, when the original and proper character of the affection is appa¬ 
rent; and 1 am decidedly of'opinion that in some shape or degree, *s»uch treat¬ 
ment will always be beneficial in that stage. In many instances active anti¬ 
phlogistic measures arc of the greatest sendee in lessening the severity, both of 
the local and general symptoms. In others the administration of calomel witli 
aperients, and of diaphoretics with low diet, will he suftieient. When the affec¬ 
tion occurs in old and debilitated subjects, the powers of life arc soon seriously 
Impaired, and our efforts must he directed rather towards supporting thetn, 
than combating the local affection. I have often seen such patients lalionring 
under erysipelas of the face in its advanced stage, with rapid .ami feeble pulse, 
diy and brown tongue, recovered, iimler clrcuinstanccs apparently desperate, 
by the free use of bark and wine.’^ 

Local bleeding is sufficient in the milder eases of erysipelas, and is often ne¬ 
cessary in the more severe ones, as an auxiliary measure. U may he aceom- 
plished either by cupping or leeches. The former, where practicaljle, is the 
most efficacious: a great olijection to it arises from the painful state of the in¬ 
flamed skin. 

Mr. L. adduces a host of authorities in favour of the antiphlogistic treatment 
of erysipelas, we need not notice these; the expcricimeof cverv one we believe 
in this country, is in favour of the practice. 

After the inflammation has been arrested by the antiphlogistic measures, the 
patient is usually reduced in strength, and medical i^ractitloners in general arc 
then anxious to begin the strengthening plan; they seem, says our author, 
“to have the fear of debility constantly before their eyes, aitd lose no lime in 
directing the employment of bark, and recommending animal 1‘ood with Ijc-cr or 
vine. In this way relapses arc f xfpicnlly produced; llie inflammation and fever 
are renewed, further local miichicf is caused, and recovery is rctardtd. Wlicii 
indeed the i^dncss and swelling of the part are gone, when the pulse is quiet, 
aQ^^the tongue clean, that is, when the pAtlent is well, tiuTc can he no great 
objection to the bark. The natural powers of the system quickly restore its 
etret^gduvhen the disease has been stopped by active treatment; in such eases 
strengtMliing medicine and regimen are not required. In others they must ])c 
used with the greatest caution. Sometimes they are at once obviously in jurious; 
in others they do good at first, but soon cause a return of the complaint if per- 
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severed in. It ig safest, therefore, to leave them off as soon as the state of the 
pulse, or of tlie other symptoms, which have indicated tlieir employment is 
changed. The siibcarbonatc of ammonia is the best medicine in those cases, 
which w^doubt whether stimuli should be employed or not. It may be j^iven 
without any risk of reproducing inflammation, while in most cases it is tJecidedly 
udvantajfcoiis. Vive, six, or eight grains may be administered in . draught, 
every tltfec, four, or six hours.” 

^ iVext to tlic ^latilc alkali comes the bark, and our author considci's the sub 
j»hate of quinine as the most eligible prei>arationi wine, he says, is sometimes 
necessary, but it should be used very B[)ai'ing]y, and discontinued as soon as the 
necessity has ceased. 

Our.author thinks that gcnenil experience has determined that local appli¬ 
cations possess but little efficacy; llicy relieve, however, lie says, the patient*s 
feelings, if they do not contribute greatly to stop the disease. “In the com- 
inciiccmi'iit, and before the inflammation is fully developed, cold applications 
arc very agreeable by lessening the sharp burning heat of the .skin. If their 
tisc is precctled and accompanied by a proper plan of treatment, tliere is no 
fear that the diminution of the external aftcctioii will cause inflammation of any 
internal Warm applications, more especially fomentations, are very sooth¬ 
ing when the inflanimation is developed. ’I o derive the full benefit from them, 
they should be used steadily for hours together, an<l the part may be covered 
with a warm bread and water poultice in the intcnals of fomenting. 

Our authorsays nothing of the criiploynicnt of the mercurial ointment, or of 
the solution of corrosive sublimate, as applications to the inflamed parts, and 
whicli have been used in this country with consiclcrablc advantage. 

Ml*. r.awrcnce ipiotcs the high authority of Dupuytren in favour of the appli¬ 
cation of hiistft’s to the inflamed surface; l{a)er, however, disapproves of their 
use, and lluche and Sanson speak of the jiractice In a manner which is not cal¬ 
culated to recommeml it. Our author’s experience in the use of blisters seems 
very limited; he has used them, he s.ays, “ three,or four times in simple erysi¬ 
pelas of the extremities, applying the blister on the boundai’y of the inflamed 
and sound parts, so as to cover an I'lpial portion of each. The inflammation 
stoppcil in these Instances; but as other means m ere employed at the same time, 
t could not determine how inucU of the benefit was due to tlie blister, which, 
howocr, did not causi* suppunitioit nor any tUlier unpK'asant oflccl.” 

Mr. I'utehlnson oncir a[)plicd a blister completeix round the arm, some little 
distance above the line ordetnarcatloii, and it seemed to stop the progress of 
the dise.iso, for tlie inflanniiutioii <lid not extend above the blister. 

The utility of cim»pivssion by means of liamhige.s, as recommended by MM. 
liretonncuu and \ cipcaii, Mr. J.. tliiiiksdoubtful, aiul he s:iys it is by no means 
fn‘<* from danger. In the eases in vv hieh he ha.s seen it eniployeil, it appeared 
to he productive of ill, if not fatal consequences. 

ill the treatment of phlegmonous Erysipelas, our author rc'commends in tlie 
l arly stage, vciiesi elioii, and the application of leeches in large numbers to the 
inflamed part, together witli the antiphlogistic treatment generally, in order to 
prevent the full development of the aflcction. The bleciling of the lecch-bites 
shouUl be encouraged by warm fomentations, and cold lotions may be after¬ 
wards applied to the ])art: when, however, the inflammation is more advanced, 
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the latter must be exchanged for fomentations and poultices. Aflcr the bo^t^els 
have been evacuated, calomel and antimony may be freely administered, accom¬ 
panied with saline medicines. The local abstraction of blood is morc^ service¬ 
able than venesection, tlic latter, therefore, may be reserved for Jhc instances 
in which the patient is youn^ and plethoric, the pulse full and strong, or the 
head much affected. 

If the disease is not cut short in its earliest sta^c by this kin^ of tneatment, 
or if the case is not seen till the inflammation is fully established, perseverance 
in direct depletion, Mr. L. thinks is of little avail in checking* its further pro¬ 
gress. “ The inflammation,” he says, “will now pursue its course, both in the 
cellular membrane and skin, in spite of bleeding, whether general or locals 
suppuration and sloughing speedily supervene, and these destructive processes 
soon extend over a large portion of a limb. 

“The most powerful means of arresting the complaint,” adds our author, 
is by making incisions tlirough the inflamed skin and the suhjacentadipous and 
cellular textures, wliich arc the seat of disease. I'hcse incisions i \%2 followed 
very quickly, and sometimes almost instantaneously, by relief and cessation of 
the pain and tension; and this alleviation of the local suffering is accompanied 
by a corresponding interruption of the inflammation, whether it be in the stage 
of effusion, or in the more ^dvanced period of suppuration and sloughing. The 
redness of the skin is visibly diminished during the flow of blood from the in- 
ciaons; in twenty-four hours it has usually disappeared, and the skin itself is 
found wrinkled from the diminution of the general inflammatory tension. The 
immediate relief, although very desirable to tlic patient, is, hoM'oer, of less 
consequence than the decided influence of (he practice in preventing the further 
progress of the disorder; and tliis important result has never failed to occur, 
within my experience, when the case has been a proper one fot the practice, 
and the state of the patient has admitted of its being fairly tried. 

**Tbc treatment by incisions is suited to various stages of the complaint; I)ul 
it is employed to greatest advantage at the beginning, since it prevents tlu* 
further extension of inflammation, and the occurrence of suppuration uiul slt>iigh- 
ing. The redness and swelling gradually subside; the surface of the cut gra¬ 
nulates, and it heals rapidly. At a mure advanced period, (be incisions limit 
the extent of suppuration and gangrene; and at a still later lime, they aflord 
the readiest outlet for matter and sloughs,. ud facilitate the commencement and 
progress of granulation and cicatrization. 'When the matter lias hecii fully dis¬ 
charged, and the sloughs, hethcr of the skin or cellular membrane, have se¬ 
parated, a healthy granulating surface is Ictl, and no great difliculty is ovjn ri- 
enced in effecting cicatrization, unless the destruction of the skin should Iium* 
been very extensive, when the cicatrix forms slowly, and is lialilc to give way 
again.” 

Mr. I/, wishes it to be understood that lie docs not advise incisions In crysipo- 
laa generally, but that hcconfinestlicir employment to cases of the phlegmonous 
”We cannot, howcicr,” he .says, “determine our ircalmcnt nicrclv l>y 
refetthce to the name of the aflcction. Diseases appear (piitc distinct in noso¬ 
logies, but we And them sliadcd ofl and so blended in nature, that it is frequently 
very #Steult to mark out their boundaries. 

When erysipelas attacks the fac*-, it is not, according to Mr. L. attended with 
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tlml serious inflammation of the subcutaneous structures which requires inci> 
sions. The abundant cellular structure of the eyelids, however, not unfre* 
qucntly*bcconics tl»c scat of more severe inflammation, proceeding to suppura- 
.Xioq andsloqgliing, and cvenftausing paidal mortifleation of the skin, and here 
incision may be advantageously resorted to. 

“ We may have in the scalp,” says our author, “either simple cr. "'pclas af- 
ihctingJJie skm, and llic texture exterior to the aponeurosis, or a form of the 
complaint, wliimi may be called phlegmonous, in which the cellular tissue under 
the aponeurosis is inflamed. The former is to be treaU 1 by the ordinary anti- 
|>4i1ogistic means. In the latter there is at first a soft but considerable swelling, 
with slight discolouration of the integuments, which pit on pressure. Suppu> 
ration and sloughinj; soon come on, with great disturbance of the head, and 
violent fever; and these dcslPucUve processes spread over the whole head. 
The skin inflames and ulcerates at various points, giving issue to matter and 
sloiiglis. lly hav ing recourse to incisions at an early period, we prevent tlie pro¬ 
gress of tliis very serious aflcction, and the suime proceeding is necessary at a 
more advancctl stage, either to limit the suppurative and sloughing processes 
or to provide a discharge for matter and large masses of dead cellular mem¬ 
brane. ’i’he advantage, or rather the necessity of incisions in thus aflcction, will 
he n'lulcrcd obvious by a consideration of tlic local peculiarities, and does not 
rccjiiire further exjilanation. 

“ 'flic limbs, csjiccially the lower, arcthe most frequent scat of tlicaflTcction, 
v\hich is at Ictisl v'cry uiicunimon in the trunk. After the incisions have been 
made, (lie part may be covered v\ illi warm I’onicnlation cloths until the bleeding 
has ceased, when a warm l»read poultice may be applied. If discharge does not 
soon lake place from the wound, it should be dressed, undertlic poultice, with 
lint thickly sjflvad with tlie }<‘Ho\v hasilicon ointment, or with some other sti- 
miiiaiit. When Mippuration has already occurred, the matter finds a free dis¬ 
charge at the incision: large [lortions of the cellular membrane often slougli, 
and come away with co])ions tlischavges of matlei^ and it is sometimes necessary 
to extend the incision, in oialer to promote their se]»arution. When lliis is at 
an end, and more pavlicidarly when the skin lias been extencilvcly detached by 
sloughing of the cellular membrane, pressure by bandage is very serviceable in 
promoting the. liealing proets.s. 

** The iiu.ision:>, when made dui'Vg the ovistence of active inflammation, arc 
followed liy i^rofuhc hle« ding l)iith from arteries and veins, which probabi) has 
:m im]>()rtant sliare in :uTi.sting the inflamm;itor\ ilisturbancc. The bencfll, 
liowever, cannot be w liolly aseribetl to this cause, for it takes place even when 
the loss of hluod IS much less; and it is so iinnieiliato, that w e cannot refer it to 
the suppurative process wliich aflerwaids occurs in the surface of live wound 
'Hie relu-f lias been ascrilieil to the ivinov ;d of liiat tension which always exists 
ill a greater or less degree; w e olisorve, iiiilecil, that the edges of the wound 
usually gape asunder, and that the .>4in'(>iinding skin not only loses its deep red 
colour, but soon becomes wrinkled on (he surface; two changes which sufflei- 
<‘nlly explain the great and sudden bcnclit usually produced by the incisions. 
'J'lic circiiin.slance of'tlie blood being directly taken from the inflamed part may 
acconiil for its having an eflect in lessening the iiiflaimnation, which would nut 
be produced by Uiking a much larger quantity from (he arm; and it will pro- 
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bably explain another fact, viz. that a very considerable bleedinfi^ in this way is 
not only'safe, but advantiigfeous, when the circulation is so much reduced tlial 
general bleeding would be altogether inadmissible.” 

“ As the free bleeding from the incisions is ofibn of great mlvipitagc in tc. 
liering the overloaded vessels, and aircsting the inflammation, it need not be 
checked so long us the pulse is uuaflectcil by the loss of blood. JJut the great 
extent to wliich the lijemorrhage may proceed renders it ncc^ssury.r,tliat wv 
should act very cautiously, especially iu elderly persons, or in those whose 
strength is already impaired by the disease or previous treatment. 'I’he patient 
should be closely watched by the surgeon in such cases, until the bleeding luiS 
ceased.* Should it become ncccss:u'y to stop the further loss of blood, this may 
be readily accomplished by tying any bleeding vessels, by placing the liinl) iu 
an elevated position, or by pressure.” 

Mr. Hutchinson, who has introduced the practice of incisions in plilcgmuuotis 
erysipelas, recommends that these should be made about an inch and a half in 
length, from two to four inches apart, and varied in nuinbcr fr*m four to 
eighteen, according to the extent of surface the disease occu])ics. Since, says 
Mr, L. this multiplicity of cuts must be painful and alarming, it is iiuporlaiiL 
to know, as I have found by repeated experience, that a single incision earned 
through the middle of the ^nflained part, \u a direction parallel to the long axis 
of the limb is quite suflicicnt. I have seen severe phicginoiioiis erysipelas of 
the entire leg and tliigh, when the aspect of the limb from enormous swelling, 
general redness, and vesication, was really uppalljng, siispciuK d m the most de¬ 
cisive manner by a single incision along the middle of the calf. Mr. (iuthrio|^ 
has found that one or two long incisions accomplish every useful purpose, and 
has tlierefore adopted that plan. As the numerou.s short cuts, or the single 
longer incision will C((ually answer the end, the selection may be left in each 
case to the patient or the surgeon. The incision should divide the skin an<l 
ihe cellular texture dow’u to the fa.scia{ it is not necessary to penetrate the latter. 
A double-edged bistoury is tlje most convenient instrument for the purpose.” 

Thirty-six cases arc appended to illustrate the ditlcrcnt forms and modes of 
treatment of this disease. These do not admit of coiulcnsaliou witlug any linfils 
that we can afford. But they should be attentively' perused, since they fur¬ 
nished the evidence on which Mr. J.awrencc founds his views and practice. 

Two cases of inflammation of the cellular tissue are also gi\en to show the 
JifTcrcncc between that affection and phlegmonous erysipelas. 

The second article is on the treatment of erysipelas by niimerons punctures 
on the aflectcd part, by II. Dobson, M. 1). jihvsiciaii to tlu* Uoy.'il Hospital at 
Greenwlcli. Ur. Dobson cm]>loys punctures in all the sariclies of erysipelas; 
he make.s from ten to fifty pur 'urcs, to the depth f»f froin two to four-tenths 
of an inch. He repeals the pum turcs mostly twice a day', and often in eases 
three or four timc.s in the tw'cnty-four hours. In several hundred rases in 
which he has employed it, he has never sfccn any bad coii«e<jiieiiee result from 
It. He uses “these punctures in any' part of the scalp, <ir fac<‘, body, op ex¬ 
tremities, and never more freely iliaii about the eyelids, and I have often found 

* Death hu renilced from a of iho I'aiitioii. 

t On OuMhot WouikU, ’1 }iird Kilitiun, )*. >08. 
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a patient with botli eyes clc»ed, which by freely puncturing he has been able 
to open in a few minutes; and what will be found not less true, than it* may ap¬ 
pear siifprising, these punctures mostly heal in a few hours, and never entail 
*<iny«matcriaUinarks upon the patient!** 

Wliere puncturing has been practised fron) the first appearance of the disease, 
Mr. 1). says that suppuration rarely takes place, and that it always .aminishes 
PTtff >nt of <4nit result, even in lliose cases which have existed for sor-e tUiys 
Jjefore it has been resorted to; but when matter does form under the skin, he 
^ets it out without delay, but he thinks tlie integuments tre more preserved by 
nfiking several .small openings, tlian by one large incision, and that tlic matter 
is quite as well evacuated. The adjuvants he uses are in the first place a 
brisk cathaitlc of extract of colocyiitli, scaminony, and calomel; be then prescribes 
the following mixture, which, while it keeps up the free evacuation of the 
bowels, acts cordi:illy upon the stomach. U. Mistur. camphor, f^iij.—llq. ain- 
mon. acet.—tineturx rlicsi aii f^iss. M.—Siimat cochicaria duo larga 3ti4 vcl 
4ta quaquS lior.l. lie also employs a lotion composed as follows, viz. liq.am* 
moil. ucet. OSS,—sp. camphor, f^j-—aqua: purac f.^vij. M. It is no uncommon 
pnictice, he says, for him to j>rcscribc wine or even gin, at tlie very time he Is 
employing punciiircs twice or thrice a day! 

I'hc third article is a “ case of erysipelas, witl^ some remarks, by A. C. 
Hutchinson, Ksej. F. U. S. J.. & F.. &c. 'J’lic disease in this case was produced 
by a slight abrasion over lliu ridge of the right tibia. It was neglected for a 
couple of da\^, and tlicn treated by Air. llrooks W'ith sulphate of quinine and 
wiac; Iccehes to tlie intlaincd suriace, and poppy-ljcad fomentations and an 
eiiioHienl ]}ouItice to the al>radcd puK. AVheii Mr. |[. first sjiw the case, he 
did not consider it one in which incisions were called for, and he recommended 
a eontiimance*bf the jirevlous remedies, but the next clay he was startled at the 
appearance of a inortified patch of the integument of the size of a dollar; inci¬ 
sions were then promptly had recourse to, and with success. 

Mr. H. thinks it In comes an important cpicstioiv, whether it miglit not, in the 
great majority of inst.inces, eventually prove to be tlie best and safest practice 
to have rerourse to incision at once. 

Mr. 11. “ loudly protests againsts the ])raclice of making the incisions of 
such Icngtli as rccoinmciidcd hy Mr. I.awrcnce, both ixn unnecc.ss.ary, and not 
so likely to slop the progress of tbc‘»diseasc where it is .spread over a wide sur¬ 
face, as several smaller incisions made on diirerent part.s, where the disease is 
found to lie most active: for it will have liccn seen by the closely observing 
surgeon, that wlieii tliis disease runs on to suppuration or to g.ingrcne, for ex¬ 
ample, abscesses or gangn nous patches ;irc occasionally found to have taken 
place in difi'erent parts laterally distant, and h.aving no communication with 
each Ollier. Now if one long incision he nuidc in a direct line through tlie mid¬ 
dle of the inflamed snrfiice, according to Mr. r.awTcncc, the disease may he 
still iiii.stihdiied, though gi’catly Icss^icdon each side of it, to a certain distance. 
Ilut .supposing the <liso:isc be found to occupy a .space from the great trochan¬ 
ter to the Iocs, including tlic whole circle of the thigh, leg, and foot, which I 
have witnessed in two or three cases, wherein eighteen incisions w’crcceiiainly 
made of an inch and a h:df in length, w ill one or even two incisions of fourteen 
inches in length arrest such uu e.xtciit of discitsc^ Aty experience teaches me 
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that they will not, and hence it is that I have stated that In such desperate c^scs 
we must have recourse to such a tmmbcr of small incisions, according to tlie 
extent of irjllamed surface, as will arrest the disease. Jt appears to jfie more 
than pnihalde that tlic fatal ease ol' erysipelas treated after this mapiuT, and de¬ 
tailed by Mr. J..awrencc wllli so much candour, might not have tci'minated so, 
had the incision been confiiK'<l to an inch or an incli and a half; for it was in 
this ease, if I mistake not, tliat he made Jiis longest incision; but tb/* 

patient ought not to have licon lost, for suivly the dresser or house-surgeon of 
the hospital, might have secured the biceiling vessels with a ligature: and there¬ 
fore this case ought not to militate aguinsf tlic pnictice.** 

Cases of tumours in the abdomen arisingfrom organic disease of the stomach, 
with remarks by Edsvard I. Seymour, M. U. constitutes the fourth article. TJieso 
cases form an interesting addition to our pathological knowledge, and we shall 
probably notice them in our periscope. 

I'he fiftli lu^icle is entitled “ Obscr\:itions on depositions of pns and lymph 
occuiTiiig in tlu> lungs and other viscera after injuries of different of the 

body, by Thomas Hose, Esq, M. A. ^^c. 'I'liis contains little lluit is novel; it is, 
however, a pretty good expose of n hat is at present known on the suhjeel, ainl 
four eases arc given which occuiTcd in the praciice of the autlioi*. isl. Al>sccss 
in tlic lungs, with cxtravasjj^tion of lympli and pits into tin* cavitii s of the pleura, 
occurring after wound and :unpulation of the ann. ^<1. Ai>soe>s In the lungs 
liver, and spleen, occuiTing after compound tVacluve <*f the leg. hi. Aliseesse^ 
in the lungs, liver, and articulation of iJic claiicJc and sUTiium,''\\ilh eli'uslon 
into the thonix .after a bruise ami wound of tlic flmt, and a iVacluicd libula 
4. Abscess of the liver and .spleen after fraeture of the .skull, 'rhrec tn* four 
ea.scs of the same description, cominunicaU d by Mr. I.awrcuce, arc annexed. 

'Hie next article is on a peculiar inflammatory ili&ease oflhe ey'e, ami itsTno«lc 
• *f treatment, by M illi.am M'allacc, .M. K. I. A. Sic. 'rlie attention of llie pro- 
fi'ssion was first culled to this disease bv Dr. Hewson, in his cssav on \encre:d 
Ophthalmia.* It is an inflammation of Uic Iris, and perhap.s choroiil, the otln r 
parts being also suhscqucnlly in a greater orielsdtgreeaflectedi and oerursa'. 
a setjuolx of fever. Mr. Ilewson found that ])lucing the p;ili(. ni niu\er llu; mer¬ 
curial influence was the best mode of treatment, 'riic dise:i-.e wassuhset[ncntK 
described by Mr. Jacolis,-] vho rcronnnends that it s!ioiiM In* lreute<l by h!ee«l 
lug, loc.illy or generally, in jiroportion to the iirgem y of tin.; si inploius; Idistn*- 
ing wliere there is much pain or intolerance f»f purgatives, antiinonial 

medicines, the extract of belladonna in the lorin of an oiiitineiil, rubbed on lln* 
temples, and mcrcuri; tlic relief from w hich latter remedy In* s:iys he has found 
so certain and decisive tluit he lias (rusted to it almost evclusivcli, with the 
assistance of belladonna. Mr T. tried the sulphate of (juinlne in four ( ase.s, 
but without .advantage. 

Mr. Wallace dc.scribes tliis disease icry minnlch, but the principal ol)- 
jeet of tho paper appears to be to rticominrnd the use of hark for its 
cure. Mr, W. prcscrilics this remedy alont*, or sinijjU with sucli mesh- 
cincs as are suited to the regulation of the bowi'ls, without premising blood- 

* S***.* Philadelphia Medical nml Physn’nl loiiinnl, \<>(. XIV. p. 

r Traniaetions of tla* A^wialiaii <>rFrill and T.imitiali t nl tin- Kmt'aii«l (pus iiN r{;v* cd 

tdiyticiani in Ireland, Vul. V. 
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telling oi* pui*ging, anj he says with the most decidedly go(»d tHects. He even 
■ things that the alislraolioii of blood in swnc eases consitlci’ubly retanls the ciiii;. 
Mr. W. »ayfi, before he iisccrUuncd the utility of the bai*k that the disease was 
treated with^leplctlon and mercury, andwitli ill conscipicnces. 

We shall not attempt to reconcile this discrepancy of opinion respecting the 
cflccts of remedies upon this disease, especially as eaclt of tlicsc wri rs ])rac- 
- lise in t|i p same city, appear to liavc seen the disease in the same description of 
iiiihviduals, anci\piotc Oieir cxjuricncc in favour of their treatment; but we do 
l*)pc at lc:Lst that they will favour the public with tlic i rsults ot their future 
dlMjcrvations, and if it sliould be found tliat the remedies arc suited to diffcrcnl 
stages or stales of tlic disease* that for the credit of the profession they will 
point it out. * 

Tlic jiapcr of Mr. Wallace conclndcs the first part of the volume. Tlic second 
part contains four papers; we have already, however, so far exceeded the limits 
that we assigned to oui'self for this aiticlc, that we must content ourselt at ]irc- 
ficnl, merely with gi\ing their titles.—“A rt. VII. Pathological anti Surgical 
Observations relating to Injuries of the Ilmiii, by H. C. Brodic, I*. U. S. ami 
Surgeon to St. Gcorgc*s Hospital. Part. I,—Art, VIII. Analysis of a specimen 
of OiitancMHis Perspiration, by J. lloslock, M, I)., I*. 11. S. &.c, AVitli an ac¬ 
count of tlic C.asc, by Ulebard Bright, M. 1>. Physician to (iuy*s Hospital.— 
Art. IV. Of tlic Catarrlius A-istivus, or Suminer Cahirrli, by J. Bostock, 
M. I)., P. B.S. &c.—A ht. X. C:lsc of Uuplurc of the Stomach produced by Vo¬ 
miting, W'itli :1liine Observations, by' J. N. AV'eckes, Ksq. Member of the Uoyal 
College of Surgeons, ami House-Surgeon at St. Baj'Uiolomcw’s Hospital.** 


H The Morhid Jfnahmt/ of the Bowels, Liver, and Stomach, iUusiraied by a series 
of PUths from drawuri'^ after JVafure, with explanatory htter-press, and a mtm- 
manj of the Symptoms of the Mute and Vhronk Jlffcetions of the alm'e-named 
Orf^atifi. By .bmx Arwstroxo, M. 1). Lecturer on the Principles and l*rac- 
ticc of Physic, and consulting phy.sician to the laindon Fever Hospital. Fas¬ 
ciculi, 1 and 2. l.itliogn-aiihic plates. lamdon, dto. 1828. 


We hail the present w nik from England willi iicculiar gratificaUon, as aflbrd- 
ing an imliration ot the renewal of that light, which sunk as it tinally cx- 
tinguislieil, with the lile ot the pliil(»*o[)iiie BAn.i.ir. l*or a longtime past, ana¬ 
tomy', in all form*', appeals to h.ivc maintained a ilonlitfnl sort ot existence in 
the United kingdom.*'. W Iide the continental schools have accelerated the pro¬ 
gress of our scu-nee in an iinpai’aneleil degree, with cipial honour to tlie pro 
fession ami Iienelilto Immamly, Edinburgh remains ncm-Iywlieivshe w as left by 
the second Monro and John Bell; and London has not transcended the rank of an 
A, 11, C, se.hool, the highest she has ever held since the demise of the great 
.lolm Mimler. It is true that within tliis period some imlividuals have produced 
highly \aliiaIiIo ennlrilmtnms; Collt^ and Jacobs have wuilhlly upheld the 
character of Duliliii, :iml the transactions of the Irish College of Surgeons, and 
tlie Dublin Hospital Beports, lia\o nclily contributed to the domain ol palliolo- 
gy. Nor arc we, in llins speaking of the general character of England, rela¬ 
tive to anatomical sciema*, umniiulfnl of the high niunis of vanon.s jniblic and 
private leacliers, who are rapalde of in i*forniing works of the highest cxcel- 

-No. V.—Nov. 1S‘2S. |2:r 
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lencc. But those* aro too few and inoperative to constitute more than sllght^cK' 
ceptluns lo tlic general rule. As lovers of oiir profession, we cannot but regret 
that the Inimcnso scientific resources of England should have been of*'So little 
advantage lo the world, when every thing connected witli her situation Jias • 
been such to entitle us to hope for far different rcstdU. 

It is admitted by Dr. Armstrong, that from popular prejudice and profes¬ 
sional inattention, the practical study of pathology is neglected by his*e«ui'*";» 
men generally; and if this admission were not made, it is sufficiently noloriouji 
to nil those wlio arc in the habit of examiniug the current English medical lite¬ 
rature. A large proportion of these works arc poor compilations, vamped up 
apparently to catch a tciiipomry notoriety; or attempts at systematic composi¬ 
tion, which exliibit an ctjuality of narrow prejudice, and ignorance of the con¬ 
dition of knowledge out of their own especial atmosphere. Some such, who 
owe their small amount of merit to liberal borrojrings from Trench and other 
foreign authors, arrogantly affect lo treat with contempt the sources whence 
tliey liave intlircctly tlcrivcd all their value, * 

Without the least invidious feeling, W'c may also take this occasion to remark 
that with exceedingly few exceptions, tiic medical periodicals of England arc 
in a declining, and even comipt condition; debased by the most rancorous per¬ 
sonalities and umlignificd vycriminations, appearing to In. almost th-serted, ex¬ 
cept by authors wlio write for notoriety, to tlic cxrhismn of the paranuniul in¬ 
terests of science, to which such works should be altogotlier coiiscjcratcil. A\'e 
pretentl not to deny that the same censure lias been merilcd hv journals pub¬ 
lished in our own country, wliicli we have uniformly discoiiiilciianred by onr 
influence and rxamplc, to as great a degree as possible. Hut, iiitl»e case of tnir 
English coti nijioraries, it Is more especially to be regretted, on aocouiit of Ilu ir 
niilhorltativc position and extensive influence, 'fhe interests of se.ieiice, and 
the dignity of our profession, ecpially demand of all those eoiict rncMl in pi-oniot- 
ing tlic diffusion of know’ledge, to abstain from intemiiiigling local and transi¬ 
tory matlci*s, with the great truths which they arc emlcavouring to accumulate 
for tile enduring stabiliment of the healing art. 

Dr. Armstrong has prefixed to his ilbislrultons a pivliminaiy disroursc on 
morbid actions, written witli plainness and pei*spicnily, in whieli lie notes the 
changes occuiTing in the state of the fluuls, under \arions ciremnstanccs; as 
well as the intgularltics of distribution, in Vases wln re the cpiaiUify and (|uality 
arc not obviously changed. The facts he adcluccs Concerning the stales of the 
blood in \arious mori>id conditions are higlily interesting*, though it is a defec¬ 
tive mode of philo.sophi;'ing to regard these changes as more than the conse¬ 
quences of previous alt(>rations in the sensibility uiul actions of llie soliils, the 
organs of digestion, nutrition, s.* iguifiration, a?id nssimilatij>n. As con.sccjucnet's, 
not causes of diseased action, it is of great importance that the pathologist 
should be acquainted witli tliem, since they atford satisfactory indications of 
defective or disturbed physiological actiod. Uegardi-<1 as# w.v of disease, they 
ser\'e but to mislead tlic practitioner to erroneous ^iews of pathohigy, and into 
the use of tbe practice, incorrect, if not injurious, of expecting and jirescriblng 
fop sc‘<*utidar\' K>mplonis, witlioiii uTi\ing at a satisfiutlorv perc('pti»in of the ac¬ 
tual state of his patient. 

Dr. Armstrong talks of a “ specific Immchitis in genuine l>phiiH fe\cr** as 
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the cfiuac of the dark longue, purjilc ami dusky colour of the cliccks, Stc. as if 
this “ spccilic*' bronchitis were an evidence of any thing more Oian ’the pros¬ 
trated a^^ndition of the nervous energy, succeeding a very coiisidciable irritu- 
, lion and in^pairment of the digestive and assimilative functions, and an engorg- 
ed, oppressed, and exhausted state of the brain. To say that the face is dusky 
or puri>[e, is to say that the blood is nut sulhciently elaborated mtiic lungs; and 
bronqliial mucous membrane is engorged, is merely one amoiig many 
iiulicatlons of exceeding waste or depression of the vital energies. The brains 
of such patients arc found in the same state of congcMion, and the inflamma- 
^tion of the brain, is just as specific,” and more tlie ** cause” of the duskiness 
of the checks than the engorgement of tlie bronchia. This is proved by the re¬ 
covery of palicnts*from the lowest conditions of “genuine typhus,” by treat¬ 
ment directed exclusively to the restoration of the bal4ancc of circulation. 
Thus, we Jmc known a patidii in this form of disease to have at the same mo¬ 
ment pounded ice applied to ms head, leeches to the epigastrium, andexcced- 
ingly hoteiratcr to his inferior extremities, by which a rapid recovery was in¬ 
duced.” Here no attention was pai<l to the “specific inflammation” of the bi’on- 
chla, nor to the lungs at all—but to relieve the most important viscera from an 
ine(piality of circulation, not to he sustained witliout throwing all tlie depen- 
tlcnt functions into disarray. « 

The doctor also thinks that “ as far as the remote occasions and ultimate ef¬ 
fects .arc concerned, fevers might be advantageously divided into common anti 
specific; tlie proceeding Irom the ordinary agents of nature, such as 

heat and cold, used in the pojiulur sense, and the spvcijic arising from peculiar 
agents, such Jis putrid matter and tlie Imnian contagions.” We note lliis propo¬ 
sition as one founded more on scholastic ideas of fever, tlian upon the basis 
which is nt)w\ffbrdcd by general anatomy and pliysiology. The term fever is 
apjilied to an assemblage of disturbed healthy actions, or of disortlered func¬ 
tions, which, resulting from a previous impairment of tlie nervous system, in¬ 
duces uTcgiilarity of circulation as the most immediate, and suppression of per¬ 
spiration, laborious respiration, and diflerent degrees of oppression or excite¬ 
ment of tijrfj brain, us the most striking consequences of such <lei’angemciit. It 
is the tvidcncc of an iiijuiy done, and wliatever be tlie cause, wliether common 
or s]>ccific, fuA cr cun only be known hy such a disturbed state of system as above 
indicated. The states of action ifiiluccd hy tlifferent causes, signali/.cd in 
books as difl’cronl feversj arc mere modifications of the same symptoms, or af¬ 
fections of the same functions, and ai*c restored to tlic licalthy cnii- 
ditlou by sliglit modifications of tlie same U'calmenl. The inflainra.'ilory 
fever of sniall-po\, and the inflammatory fever from common causes, show 
thi: same signs and demand the same ti*catinciil, though the one deter- 
iiiiiics a pustular cniplion in the external tegument, and the other, engorgement, 
clFnsioiiH, and siqipuration, in different textures and situations, when not spee¬ 
dily deprive*! of its violence. 'I'ho s.^me may he said of/crer from .any cause, 
whether from a poisoned or sinijilc wound, from excessive rep]cti<iii or ex¬ 
treme cxliaustion. 'fhe expressions or M/mptunni by \v)uch it is decitlcd to l>o 
present, differ in notliiiig but degi’ee, ami m.ay all be coinpri/:ed within irregu- 
larilies of circulation, tlie immediate consequence of impaired iicrious energy, 
prmlucing all the other plicnoniena as consequences. IJcncc Ui'mi, f dccusd]triv,yi- 
itittnt noulrutisf J w as cntirclj' correct in stating that fever nas a disease of the 
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arterial s)6tcm, if we refer t<» that part of our organization by which the pre¬ 
sence of fever is most univcj*sally determined, and by the rcguLitioii of whose 
action, Iioaltli is most speedily and certainly restored. 'I’licrc arc spetific tex¬ 
tures in the l>ody, having laws of healtliy action peculiar to each; tliir change^ of- 
these actions, induced by noxious agents, ]iroduce nothing but violations of 
these laws, utterly irregular and extravagant, according to the vehemence with 
which they are aflected, and the disproportions previously existing bclwaaiUitc 
sensibility and activity of the various organic stniclurcs. Hence in every epi¬ 
demic, no two individuals show precisely the same symptoms, in the same order, 
in equal violence or equal duration; neither can the siunc treatment be suc¬ 
cessfully applied to the individuals of the same family, bom of the same pa¬ 
rents, reared at one table, and educated to all a]ipcarancc in precisely the same 
manner. This, (so called,) disease is said to be the same in each; it may be one 
of the famous specific diseases of the iiosologisi^small-pox', measles, or scarla¬ 
tina; yet one has tremendous oppression and engorgement of the brain, with 
coma and a moderate emption; another violent sorc-ihroat, with higAi fever ami 
univeraal eruption; and a third excessive pains of all the limbs, extreme depres¬ 
sion, slight fever, and no eruption at all. h’very man of obsenation lias wit¬ 
nessed greater differences than these under similar circumstances, and inhere 
were such realities as ** sp<}cific” diseasis, having ihvir tiivii laws, no sucJi varia¬ 
tions could possibly occur either in the bjmplojus or products of morbid ac¬ 
tion. 

Our author next makes many interesting oliscrvations on induration, scir- 
rhus, tubercle, and fungus cnccphaloides or hxmatodes, the latter csimcially as 
affecting the stomach. In reasoning on these results of morliid action, he does 
not appear veiy familiar with the inductions of Jlichat or of Meckel, relating 
to the laws of normal and abnormal formations, which would have cnalileil him 
to present his own observations witli far greater effect, than as simply insulated 
facts. 

The spirit of inquirj', and zeal for the diffusion of professional knowledge, en¬ 
title Dr. Armstrong to uur warmest admiration, and lead us to hope tliat we 
shall enjoy frequent opportunities of announcing his productions to ihc ]>rofes- 
sion. With tlie modesty and delicacy ciiaracterislic of genuine worth, he has 
proff'ered his present essay to the profession, with a view of serving the cause 
of science, rather than to lay claim to distihetion for himself, and sucli an ex¬ 
ample cannot fail to produce a laudable imitation. Afliulever differences of 
opinion we may entertain, derived from a prolracteil and almost exclusive de¬ 
votion to anatomical science, we fully appreciate tlic value of this work, w liich 
rccals attention to a miicli neglected subject of high importance, in a coun¬ 
try where tliis study might be n ost rapidly advanced, by reason of the extent 
of its opportunities, ;ind the excellent talents it can alw ays command. 

The two first fasciculi are <levotcd to illustration of morbid cliangcs of the 
stomach and tcsopliagiis. Tlte plates are of a vei*y sui)Cri<. i liaracler, and con¬ 
vey as satisfactory an ideaas can ])oss]bly be imparted b) drawing without rry- 
Z/yf/r, which must certainly be regarded as of great conscriucncc in giving con- 
rcct nolione of such cojiditions. A fti-r the plates and dcseripfions, the author 
prC'Cnls the symptoms of affect.ims of different textures of the stomach, 
Sic. 'rhesc we cannot enter up(»n an examination of at this time; when 
the promi.sed fasciculi reach us, we shall resume the subject, by preseiiliiig a 
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dij^cstetl view of what Dr. Armstrong Ims done in this department of. his work. 
U may be added, however, that as Jirilish physichins l)cconic more deeply im¬ 
bued correct views of g-cnend aOvi Jiny and physiology, wliich wc have 
« every rcasAi to hope for, fi’oin the cflbrts now making in London, these morbid 
conditions of the stomach and digestive organs will become compar- i /cly rare, 
in consecpiencc ol’ the general adoption of better mi dicid practice. This is a 
’^Kr.^v.jmnation most devoutly to be wished,” both for them and for us. 

^ J. D. G. 


9. Fllcmcnts of Ph/sicn, or Natural Pfiilusoj/hy, General and Medical, explained 
independentty of *i\chni(al Muthenwtini, and coyilaining n£w diaquisitionti and 
pratHical euggedions. lly Neii. Aiinott, M. J). of the Uoyal College of Phy¬ 
sicians. Third edition. London, 1828, pp. 647, 8vo. 


To those cngjgcd in any scientific pursuit, or who pretend to a liberal edu¬ 
cation, aii^ir([iiainl.ance, n ilh at least the elements of natural philosophy, is ab¬ 
solutely essenti d; aiul to none more so Ilian to the ])liysiologisl. Tlic extrava¬ 
gant applications of pli}sics to physiology by Tlorclli, Keill, Hides, Micellotti, 
•Pitcairn, and Jlcrnouilli, may lead to a dillcrcnl opinion; indeed, at one period 
thc'y produced tlie most violent prejudices against ^vciy explanation of the ac¬ 
tions of living bodies on jiiiysical principles, and a denunciation of all such at- 
U injils; l>ut lliis sweeping denunciation is not less absurd, tliaii the endeavour 
to <‘.\pljiin the mystery of llic sccivlions, according to tlic .siimodtic.s, tlie an¬ 
gles, tlie curvatures of tlu‘ vessels, the sliape and size of tlicir pores, and the 
clfccts t)f friction, from Mliicli it dcTJved its origin. 

Living bodie.s are unquestionably endowed with vital properties which mo¬ 
dify or control the operation of tlie physical laws, to wliicli they arc subjected; 
but it is a.*? iinpo.ssible to explain the phenomena which they exhibit by vital 
Jaws ahme, as .solely by pliysical laws. 

'J'lic changes j)ro<liiced by (he air on the blood during respiration, is partly 
a vital and ])art1y a clu niical phenomenon, but the passage* of the air into tlie 
lungs on life dilatation of the chest, is solely a ]diysical one; as are also the va¬ 
rious sounds it produces in entering into the cells of the lung's, sounds which 
vary according 1(» the si/c of llu si* cavities, their contents, the thicknes.s of 
their jiaiicti s, tvc. phenomena \\ bic/i give rise to the most ini]>orlant means of 
diagno.sis in tin- diseases of the chest, and whicli, from an ignorance of the laws 
by W'hieh they :.rc proilin i d, have been liaslily condemned as uncertuhi; but 
;u*e so iii\arial)le as the Ians by wliich they are governed. 

Without a knouli'dgc of hy<!r.iulics, it is nn])ossiblo to undcr.stanil llic phe¬ 
nomena oft lie eirculalioii, or without an acipiaintance v\ilh acoustics and op- 
li<*s, to compivhencl tlie ]>hcnonienu of hearing and vision, or to bo able (o re¬ 
medy iiKiny of tlu'ir defet Is. Illnslratyns might be .adduced, ad inlinitnm, were 
it necessary, lull tls-' pre judices against the reference of many of tJic jilicno- 
lUena of living Inidii-s, (o the action of pliysical laws, is fast dying away, and it is 
admitted by all w hose intelligence has kept pace witli the progress of science, 
that an acquaintance w ith plij sics is an essential preUmiuury to tlic study ot phy¬ 


siology. 

'I'hc object of tlic work, the title of which stands at llic head ut this article. 



182 Bibliographical Notices. 

is to cominunicato coitccI notions on this subject, and to explain Uic ap]>lica- 
tion of pUjsics to physiology. The fact that the work luis gone lliroiigh three 
editions in less than one year, is sufficient evidence of the ability wiiii wliich 
its author has executed his task, but if further is required, it will 1 e found ii^ 
the veiy favourable notices that have been taken of it in all the periodicals of 
tlic day. 

As an American edition of the work isprcpiu^ing, and as all who feel any 
in the subject, will probably possess themselves of a copy, we slialliiotocciijiy 
space witli a more particular notice of it. We will mci*ely remark, tliut the vo¬ 
lume is devoted to the illustration of dynamics, mechanics, and hydrodynamics, 
under wliich latter term is included pneumatics, hydraulics, acoustics, and hy¬ 
drostatics. 

Optics, astronomy, &c. are to form the subject of anotlicr volume. 


10. short 7Vc«/wc on the different methods of invesfigufing the DfAcascs of flu 
Chestf particularly by Percussion, and the Use of the Stethoscope, I’ranslalc cl 
from the French of M. Collin, by W. N. Uylasp, M. D. 'fliird idilion, 
witli additional Notes and Instructions, a plate of the Viscei'a of tlic Tliorax, 
&c. London, 1828, pp. 86, 18mo. 

A Tttivmal exposition of the Physical signs of the Diseases of the Jjung^ and VU nra; 
illustrating their Pathology, and facilitating their DiagnoMs. ily CifAui.Ls .f. 
B. Williams, M. D. London, 1828, pp. 193, 8vo. With 2 plates. 

We notice these two works together, because tJicy both treat of the s;imc 
subject, and the object of both is to illustrate the diagnosis of diseases of (be 
chest, and especially with reference to the signs afT’orded by auscultation ami 
percussion. The first is a concise and admirable summarv of wbat has been 
written on the subject, principally by Beauvais, Avenbmggcr, and J.aeimcc; il¬ 
lustrated by the observations made by the author during seven years residence 
in the hospitals of Paris, under the direction of able and well informed practi¬ 
tioners. Tile student sUoidd study tliis little work vsith uttcution; and in his vi¬ 
sits to the hospitals, it should he constantly in Ills band; be will receive from it 
much instruction and information, which, should he seek it elsewhere, lie could 
not obtain without looking over many volumes. 

The second presents a philosophical explanation of the piiysical signs of thii- 
racio cfiscases, and points out tl\e relation in w'hich these signs stand to tin* pli\ - 
Biological and pathological states tliut produce them. 'Die value of s\ niptonis, 
depends upon our ability to refer them to the causes by wliich they are pro¬ 
duced, and thus to arrive at a knowledge of the physiological or palhologii a) 
conditions of the different orge s. It is not for llic symptoms of diseasi* that the 
physician is called upon to prescribo, but for (lie dcr;ingcrn(;nt of the; organs 
or functions, which gi\c rise to these syn^toms. The immense progi’ess which 
pathology has made within a few' years, has done much to xplain the rationale 
of the general symptoms of disiNtsc, but miicli remains still to be learned, and 
our materials for the purpose, il must be confessed, art-as yet c\ctc<lnigly 
scanty and imperfect. But physical signs stand on the bmad and intelligible 
hxs'is of physical laws, and arc as readily explained as otiu rplienonu-na, Illustniti d 
by natural phUosopliv; lie*ice, (he certainty of Ihtsc signs, ami ilieir supcrioril v 
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in Investignting diseases over onllnary symptoms, or those dcpcndenl. upon 
sympathies between the organs. 

Dr. W<miams allows the mechanism hy *■ hich the physical signs of diseases of 
4h.c Jungs a^l pleura svre pnxluccd, and the manner in which, according to fixed 
laws, they result as phenomena; makes a knowledge of the pathology predicate 
the signs, and a knowledge of the signs indicate the pathology; and by thus fa- 
•nijlirising tlic mind witli their principles, enables it to understand the multifa¬ 
rious forms which, by combination, these signs may assume, and to judge of the 
corresponding physical changes that modify or produce them. This is the only 
£ftU.‘mpt of the kind we have met with, and it has left us scarcely any thing to 
be desired on the subject. If we arc not greatly mistaken, it will lead to a bet¬ 
ter uiulerstanding, and a more correct estimate of the value of auscultation than 
any thing that has as yet appeared. It is no ohjcction to the work, that some 
knowledge of the ]>riiiciples of natural philosophy, is necessary to unde]*stand 
it, since tins science eiilcrs into every liberal scheme of education, and it is to 
he presnnittl, that it 1ms formed one of the prclimiitaiy studies of every medi¬ 
cal student. 


11. .7 MtDiunf tif Mtuh rn Suri'crjfy fouudvd upon the Princtpleit and Practice lately 
tnu*^ht ////Sir A'^ru.v tJtmrKH, Ilaii. l’\ U. S., 8^. &c. and Joseph IIkmiy 
tlKKi.N, 1’. U. S. Kdlted hy Tii(»M:i.s Castle, Esq. V. C- S. 

Monibcr o([ the Ihna! College of Surgeons, &c. London, 1828, pp. 33r, 
1 Sino. 

This hook is intended for students, and will be found useful by them. It 
prt'si uls in a small conijiass, the ])riiiei|jlcs aiu* practice taught by one of the 
most <^t^t^ngn^^hcd surgeons of nuulern times. It is divided intotwo parts. The 
first, which oiTupies fivc-si\ths of tile work, consists of practical notes selcct- 
ct! from a scries of lectures lately delivered by Sir Astley Cooper, Hart. 6tc.; 
tlui sitcond of jiractical notes sch'Cted from a series of lectures on diseases of 
tlic evi*, lately ilcli\ i-rcd hy .1. II. tJrcen, Es<p &.c. The work is published with 
the permission of Sir Astlev and Mr. fireen, and is dedicated totiicni; of course 
it n»a\ be consiilcred as semi>oflirial, audits coircctiicss depended upon. I'bc 
eiUtor lias Ixa n {tidicioiis in l;is si'lcctions and arraiigeiuciit, and with great bre- 
\lly lias unitial an c<|n-d ilegrce of eVarness. 
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KOUKUSN IN'I KLIJCSKNCK. 


ANATOMY. 


1. On DiffiTcnt Kindtnf Malfurmalion of (he Uvnrt .— “ M. flFMmi,'? nbscnc'- 
lliat tlicpriJK*i]>:il(Uri‘clsmthocontm'miiti(iii oflhi* arc prclcriiatiiral com 

miinications between Ibc cardiac cavillcs, from the al»senc.c of the inlenen- 
Iricillar partition; irreg’iilarity of the vascular orifices of llie origan, for iiistaiu e, 
the lnins]iosilioii of llic aortic orifice to tlu‘ rljcld ventricle; contractiini or total 
ublitcralluii of the pulmom^y artery, and in its place the evislenct* of a solal 
cord wltliont any cavity. M. ficiidriii concIudcK, fnim Ins own observations as 
well as from those of other physiolog’ists, 1st, tliat the licart at first is formed of 
only one cavity; i2nd, that :dltT a time the oripiii is divided inlo^lwo cavities, 
namely, an auricle and a ventricle; od, that at a still later period these cavities 
aj*e each diviticd into two, which, iicviTtlieless, still communicate for a lon^ 
time, owing* to tlic impc*ifcclion of their p:u*tilions. Frtini these g*eneral ami 
incoiitcstihle facts, M. (tcndnn advances the following propositions: The pul- 
monaiy arteries arise origiiudly from the aorta, by the intemiediuir of Ihecrt/^/Z/s 
iirtmtims; it is ut a later period tluit the liaiiik of the pulmonary artery is form¬ 
ed; the development takes place fi'om without inw'ards, towards llie heiu*t, ow¬ 
ing to a mechanical impulse from behind: it is only when the ]nilmonary artery 
has arrived at and joined the ventricle tliat the iiitcrvcntriculai’ communication 
Is dosed: the pulmonary veins open originally into the superior cava; it is only 
by the development of the superior part of the single auricle tlial the piilmo-' 
nary veins arrive at the auricle <»f the heart, and it is only at tliis pcritul that the 
formation of the intorauricuhu* partition commences to be formed. Whatever 
the varieties may be in the malformation of the heart, still they iU-e subordinate 
to a regular and constant succession of cbJuiges wliicb operate in the organ; 
neither the aortic nor the pulmonary arteries ever open into the auricle; neither 
the vena: eava* nor the pulmonary veins ever open into the ventricles; neither 
the right auricle nor the left V'entricle is ever wanting if the organ has more 
than one cavity; the ])ulnionary veins never open Into the inferior cava nor into 
the aorta; the pulmonary arteries never open into the veiix cava:; when the in¬ 
terventricular jiartition is impeifcct, tlic itnpcifcclion is always at its superior 
part, towartLs the base of the heart, and never at the inferior part, towards the 
apex of th:it organ; when the; orib *e of the pulmonary artery docs not exist, or 
when it exists impertcclly, the canalis art^lriosiis is never ohllleraled. It is the 
same when the aoilic orifice is not free, but in this ease the orifice of the pul¬ 
monary artery alwajs exists. When the orifice of llu* aorta, or that of the 
monaiy artery is more or less completely oblitenitcd, thert always exists :i'i 
opening ill the interventricular puillliou; when the pulmnnaiy artery is im])er- 
fcct, the imperfection is always at the orifice, ami never further on lowanls tlu; 
caiudis arteriosus. If the canalis arteriosus is obliterated at tlie time of birtli, 
the arteries, both aortic ami pidmonaiy, are alwa) s completely formed and open 
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same vv‘ntriclej or if they open into separate vcnlriclcs, then* j» aconi- 
jnunlration bcl.'fcn tlicin tiiroug*!! the partition wJiicluUvkK s thciri.*’— 
GcnCrul fie Mihli'cine. 

Jinjurfnralf' —The f'^llowin;** inlc restini;’ <‘use was lately 

prcscntoil to the Uoyal AcadoTny of Muliciin* hy M. llMoi.i j»e CiiKinUK. 
A yoiinp»‘lady, who liaclcnjo\<al good health until s!ie was fnirlceiM carsof age, 
%\as attacked at a hall witii \('ry violent colic. A copious disrharg** f hlood 
trorii flir nose was followed by immediate relief. The allaeks t)f coJic after- 
#.ai-ds relumed, at first every month, then every fortniglil, and at length every 
day, accompanied hy syinjitoms of liysleria. Opium and otlier antispasmodies 
\n re jircscribcd without any beneliei.d effect. Some in: Uformalion was now 
suspccteil, and an accurate examination of llic gcnihal organs was therefore 
Tiiaile hv -M. V'llllaiiflie. Tlie abdomen was as large as at the sixth montli of 
pregnanrv. 'I’lie external organs of generation were iiatiindly formed: the hy¬ 
men existed, hut there w;\s no vagina. A finger was iiUroduecd into the rcc- 
tinn, and in tile ordinary .situation of the vagimi nothing hut a dense cellular 
substance could he ileterteil. At sixteen years of :ige, tlic jouiig patient ap¬ 
peared to l9e in a hopi (ess condition. A sound was now introduced into the 
bladder, :md held by an assisl:mt. 'I'lic recUim was at the same time depresH- 
id hv :i finger iiitrodiiei-d ]i(-r unum, and M. V iMhunne. made an incision tlirougli 
Ihe liyimm, nfahoni eight or ten lines in length; carefully avoiding tJic urctlira 
ami rv'Ctuiii, lie pi nelrated to the depth of about two inches, ami then 
found his inslnnncnt in an o])cn space; no discluirgc^ liowevcr, followed. M. 
\ . (li.tecled tile body of the uterus much distended, and leaning low'arda the 
right side; hc emlc:i\ oul'ctl to pl:icc the womb in its iiatiii’id situ:ilioii, hut as he 
could not sucoecd, he jihuigial an insfrunient into it, and made afree puncture. 
A small ijuanlity oflhick, inodorous blood escaiicd. The p:ilicnt was shortly 



put into a warm batli, and a very copious discharge passed tlirongh the wound 
in the iili riis. A pledget of lint w :is introduced, and, to prevent an att:ick of 
infhumn.-itioii, Iccelies w ere freely applied to the liv pogaslric region. The pa- 
fieni sulfi reiffmicli pain until :in nhuiid:int iliseliarge of fetid hlood took place. 
IVom tins time sin: grailmdly improveil in Jierdtli, and in about a month the ar¬ 
tificial canal w:»s healed, llyllu: use of a gum clastic* bougie, it was made large 
cnougli to admit :i little finger. Two )ei*rs have elapsed since the operation. 
'Dio p:ilienl continues well, excepting that at the.iiienstrmd periods she suffers 
pain. It is said that (his is llie only operation of a similar nature whicli has 
•i!cen successful.— Jlrt/tiroi Gcntrult Jhc. 1827. 


d. JlpfHirviif. Jffnu'tphrndii^m. —M. llsiivKv commiinlcutcd to the Acadcmif 
the result of the dissection of the genital p:irts of a siibjeel, seventeen ycai*s of 
age, w'ho died at the huspital ofHou^-g. The anatomical piece had been sent 
to the Academy hy the plivsiciuns of that hospital. The individual from w Iiom 
this ])iecc was taken luul been entered as a female in the civil register, atidliod 
been trained up in the habits of tliat sex. It was n-iiuivked that this individual 
courted llie society of young girls, and was afraid of the boys, for they Ufted 
her elotlies to s:ilisly themselves of her sex, respecting wbicli there was Home 
doubt in the village. It entered the hos])it;d in tlie beginning of December, 
fop a pulmonary alfection, and dietl on the eighth of .laniiary. 

It Itad no mummx. The pelvis presented none of the characteristics of the 
female sex in its form, save that the f|ubis projected like that of females; it had 
no luiir. On both si<lcs of the pubis there were two oblong, wrinkled prqjco- 
tions which contained two small, well-formed testicles. The penis was twenty 
two lines long, imperforate, and presenting two corpora cuvcrmisa; the glans, 
round and thick like a cherry, had a supci*licial sulcus underneath, in the silua- 
lion of the meatus uvinai*ius. On tlie perineum then* was a fatly tumour of tlie 
si/.c of an egg. In the hcml of the thigh, on the leIX side of Uie tumour, there 
v^'os an orifice which conmiunicatcvl with the bladdcs by a canal tlircc inches 
No. V,—Nov. 1828. 1‘34I 
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long; there was i\ similar canul on the right, ])ut it was imperfonte o!itsi*U'. 
'rhe vjisa ch fti't nlia, wcIMormcd, opcnctl into the veHiciilii: seniinales which 
were also jiropcrlv' formed, and situated in tlieir natural position. 'I'lig bladder 
und ])rf»s1ato gland did not oiler any thing particular in their coiihn’iv .lion. 'Flic 
plivsicians nlio o])cne<l the body found a\ast cavern in the substance of Ihc 
riglit lung. This individual was of a weak coiistitutioji; but the nicml)crs, espe- 
rially the Ji>\vcr incinhers, were well-developed und sliowcd a great contrast tc» 
the me.agerly appearance of the rest of the subject. 

ft is o\ ident, from these details, that this i^di^ iilual was of the masculine .sex, 
and that it did not dllfcr from male subjects cxcejitin the aiiormal rouformutioi. 
of the external genital orgtuis.— Jaiini. (U‘h, da Mtd, Fvhnwryy 1828. 

4. Remarks on the StinHdch of M(m. —J)r. H. Tii. nr. vu has shown, 

l.st, that the .stcmiaeh of the negj*o dill'ers from that of the Kiifopeaii In being of a 
more rounded form, approuebing that of the ape; 2d, that the c<»iUr;ietion \\ hieli 
is ohservahle towards tlie middle of the stomach in some ii\di\iduals, is nu t' 
with ainjost e\eliisi\ely in fianales, aiid appears to arise frimi llie eontiuucd 
pressure of tlie eorscl bone oa tbc epigastrium; it never occurs in infants; ,'d, 
that the ]>y]oric orilie.c dilli rs in dilferent individuals. Us modilie.a1i<^ns di pi nd 
upon a glandul.U’ring, uhicb forms the contour of the o])ening, and in.iy lie 
set-ii by dissecting olfthe peritoneum and subj;iccnt cellular tissue.— Rail, dcs 
•V(7. hfvd. June, 1828. 

5. On Valves in the Pulnu'tntrt/ i'iins. lly Professor Mvvi.u.—In all s\sl('nia- 
tic works on anatomy, we iind it asserted that the ])u!monaiy \ei.is have no 
\alves. It is unnecessary to prove Ibis by uiultiplied citations—IV.tlh r .-onotig 
the ancients, and Meckel as the most nuuki'n unler, vill sulUce'' Tbc foruKU- 
says, in his Klemruta IMiysiologhv, t. i. p. l-l.T, “Scil ctiaiu \era ])uImon.dis 
flb.s((UC valvull.s c.st;'*—.and Alce.kel, in his Ihmiait Anatomy, %ol. iii. ]>. re¬ 
marks that the imJmoiiary veins aic usually w ilhout \alves, willi some very raj’o 
exceptions. 

l*rofc.ssor Mayer's attention wa.s first calhal to the v.'dvcs in Ihf^sc vessels by 
linding them very numerous and very large in the puhnonury veins of (he cow, 
ithhough on looking for them in swine, he found them absent. 

In man, liowever, lie found them, on examination, both large and luinKTOus, 
.s<i that it is ditlieull to uiidcrstaiul how they shoubl lia\c escaped ohsiua.Uiou. 
A valve is always met with at the place where a venous bianeh joln^tile l.irger 
trunks at an acute angle; and \\u' more acute this m> imieb inrm! unrkecl 
is the valve. Itul whmv llu branches join at a right angle no %alvc exists, 
W'liieh is ])reeisely wind take< )»l.\cc in l!ie <»t]icr paits of the venous ssstein, as 
in tlie extremities, w here A.'ihes exist wlierc a branch join.s tlie larger trunks at 
an acute, but not wlicre this liappeus at a right angle. I'lvmi this sec w liy 
it liajipciis that fewer \al\es are met with in tlw piihuonarv than in other\elns 
because the ramilhMtions of the piilinonarv v< ins chiefly l.ake place at a right 
angle. 'I’his form of distribution occurs particularly in swine—amt hence 
in their pulmonary veins there are no \alvcs. —yAiisehrift (hr J*/if/.sio/in'ic, 
'Ihni. J/f. fh l.>5. 

6. Mieroseopir Jiesrarrhi'f upon the intimate stenefnrr of Jlninuil VV.N.wr.y. Ily 
M. K.VSPUL.—'I’his memoir of a s .‘Iful and eon.seieiitious microsenpjc observer, 
is entirely opjjosed to the f.iels l.iiely acUnneed by Me.ssi*s. J*rc\Oht, Dumas, 
Milne Kd wants, f^e. 'Flu- following presents a rapid analysis. 

1. The membranes isolated and rcdueeil to their essenti.-d eonsistenre, arc 
not composed of glo!>uIes pereej)tihl<‘ by our means of obsi iMitiou, and Jiow- 
cver coarse tluise examiued may be, their .surfaei* will appear .smooth and not 
graniilutcd. If a fil.imiiil iu* 1ak< n from a membrane, si r\ing as a sbeatb 
the muscular fasciculi, aiul place<l in water, examin.ilioii with lln- strongest mi¬ 
croscope will only show a«binov*lh surface, xs transparent as Uie water itself 
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Si)mc graniil:itions of an urogiiUr bmo aiul furm, may be observed upon l)n^ 
siiMico, but these aiv c\uh ntly ni>thin^ more than little fatty Ibilieles wiucli 
<Io not pfopcriv bt loii!:*- to the mciiibram-. 

2. The Jbfui and si/e of (lie ji-loliules diner in dlO’ereiit men, us 

•well as in r.u'Ioiis anlin:d>, ami acconhii|^*o tlio vessels in which tliey hu\c 
he* n found. They an- .smulii si in the eapui.ivies. 'I'hc j*'lul)ulcs are vesicle.s 
fjlled ith :i .suhstaneo ])rol»aldy albiiininoiis. Those of the blood in nowise 
ilifier fi'oin tlnise found in all ll>e aiiimid tissues. 

.h K/iitft niil'-t. 'I’Jic c pid‘ri.iis oilers to the microsco()e the appcaraiu*c of a 
Jied ol‘ t ells <if greater or less thickness, ilattish and in their outline, irregular. 
Ijeiv ami thcr<', in their interior, grannlatioiis of various forms ami si/.ts are 
jteireplilile, si ]>:irated hy .spans in whieli not the sinallc .t globule is to hi* 
M’eii. 'l*Jie epalermis is nothing im»rc than the external ned of llio dermoiil 
tTlls li.irdeiicd )»\ ihe air. The hairs are d«‘veloped in the same manner as 
llvoM- cit > oget.tl>les, from which they onh diili r In containing a fatU substance 
in (!i. ir iiiU rn:d eclis. 'J'he pits tleslgnatcd by Kiehhorn a.s tlie origin of tlic 
persjdialDiy canals, au* to be seen, bid tiu' op» ning of (hes<* canals arc not 
pereepuhh*. 

d. 'rissw. li‘a filament fi*«>m a ner\otis tninV, be <*\aiiuncMl by the 

iiiici’oseopi*, llu Irunlc is sc* II to consist onlj ol an agglutination of cvlimlcrs, 
l!ie lifiieth pan of a nnll.nu'N'i jn dia!nel**r. Fontana has ])roved that these 
cylinders are coinooseil of .i smooth and Iranspareiil membrane containing* 
\\ith'ii “ a ghdinoiis, elaslic and tnmsparcnt matter, lliat <lm‘s not dissolve in 
the Wat* r in vlfieh llu* i \limU‘r.s float.” ll.iving* ig’essod out this mutter bc- 
fnteii two glasses, he eaii-.e<l it to r< turn again by diminishing the pressure. 

It .ispail eiHisidcrs caeli of these e\ limU’i’s as a cclulc u Inch has gi*o\v'ii only 
in it nglh. 11,^1 iieloscs a true eellnlar tissue, imlmed with a homogeneous und 
fallA siih.daiu It i.s wdliont an\ longilndinal ca\ it_\. 3n its gTOWtb, it ex¬ 
it nds iisi 1C trtjm the c neeph.tlon tlie «‘xtrcme ramifications. 

77-/ Vifsri//-o' 7'/-v‘.frr. 'Du 1 ist unahsis of lhi.s tissue, sliow.s It to be com- 
d of i vilmhts wound t*.g* llu-r spiralh, ami c losely gim-d logellier. In 
tiieo\, llic si«'* of llu s«‘rvlimii IS is one-lwenlieth of uiinHiincter. Tlieyare 
fnl* id., those: i>f i!ie neiM s, fioin wliicli, l\owe\i r, llu*y ililfev by their rose 
eolmu. The ir snioolh side .s c vhildl t\dls on tin Ir interior, \arying in form and 
sj/e. K.ich faseMMiliis of v\ lindc'rs is e nveloped In a smooth .sheath. Sevend ol 
Ihc.s.-hiiiidles tluis nnltcil together are again eiv'luscd in a common .sheath, 
ami so on in sne.cc.sslon.— Juurwil th's }*ro^rcSj I'll/. JX. fi'ohi //ic /{t'jjcrlitin'. 

Lir. 


~ * 7 . ('use of Ifisritsi of/hr fiea/i/, Uluj'trathii; thr ynyirttous of fhr P/f/h Vair oj 
iVtrrcs. r*\ 1). SivMi.t, Fsij.—“ A l.id_\, aged forty, w'as attackeil, immediately 
after In r cindiiieim nl, w ilh fe\tu* and infl.immation of tlic' brain; after which, 
she snlfcred sevi ce and ulinosi constant ]):iln in the head. Again hccoming* 
pregnant, she was ronliiie*! alnnit three months Ix fbro her death. M'heii nearly 
IH COM red from this eoidnioim-iit, she was .att.iekcsl with ]>:nn in the head, more 
acid** than n.snul, and delirinin. 'fhese sx niploms subsiding, lieinipleg*ia siiper- 
> eiieil, and rfiniimuaj through tlic refiaining two montlis of her life. During 
tills jn-riud, the following circumstances were jiarticiilarly noticed:— 

“ The henii[)legia was on the kft side. In the face, sensation and motion 
were eomph U ly lost. In the arm and in tlic leg sensation remained. 

“ 'riicre wer<- fivijuent att:irks of erysipelas in the face, but confined to that 
side, w hleh was <h ]»ri\c d of beiisatimi und motion. 

“in till* left e.d* In arliig was completely lost, 

“ 111 the left side of the longue seiisutioii was lost,Jnit motion remained. 
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** WJiilst ^11 the rig'll! nostril, Ihr mucous membrane was pale, In the IcO 
nostril il- was < fins(anlh ol" a ilccp red colour, and there were several discliai^cs 
of blood from It 

“In thekd \csscls, first of the conjunctiva, then of llic d<^>cr mcm- 

bramjs. In c.unc inonlinatcly clistended willi blood. Opacity anil i/iccratiou of- 
the cornea soon fo11(,w<!d, with the escape of the aqueous humour, and com¬ 
plete <li.soriraui«5alion of the globe. 

“ Uj)on tb(5 subsidence of the delirium which preceded the lictniplegla, the 
intellect became clear, and remained so to the moment of death. 

“ 'J'lu* ineilical superintendence ofthc preceding ease was confided to Dr. 1*, 
M. Latham and to Mr. Kjlcs. 1 visitcil tlic patient in lluj latter part of her ill¬ 
ness, and the opportunity was given mo of examining tlic brain, which present¬ 
ed the following appeuvanccs;— 

“Fiflusion of ti-.insparent fluid into the cellular tissue of»thc pia mater, ami 
into the ventricles, to the extent of aboiLt four ounces. 

Kulavgcmeiit of the tuln'r unmdurc, especially on its left side, and in a di¬ 
rection to compress llie fifth and seventh lunc's against the basis of the skull. 
A section of the tuber unmdavc discovered within it atumour about the si/e of 
a walnut, occupying tlie whole of its left side, uml cNlcinling iiilo tWi left eru-. 
ccrcbelli. 'J'lu* eonsistenee of the tumour was firm, its eolour brown, and '■pecks 
of blo(Kl were dispersed IbrotigU it. From this morbid slruetnri' tlu* fit’lli an<J 
seventh nerves were <lctacbcd. When e.xammed close to tbcir respective for., 
niiiia in the basis of tlic .skull, these ncrvc.s pre.scutcd no unusual appearance oi 
size or texture. ^ 

** 'riic histoiy of the foregoing case may bi' interesting to physiologists, a‘ it 
records an instance of disca.se in th.at part of the brain w iicuce tlie fiftli and se 
venth ncrvc.s are iletachcd, producing in Ifie parts .supplied b*' (lii'se nor\c“> 
certain effects agreeing vvilli the experiments of Magendie and otIier.s. Here, 
however, was an cxpeiiment of Nature’s own making, I'rci* from the objections 
which m.av atlacli to experinu nts upon living animals. 

^ “ In the case now' related, the morbid i liangcs in tlic ev e. consoipu'nt on th.* 
disease, at the origin of tlie fifth nerve, were ]>re(iM'ly the sanu an* reporter j 
to follow the division of tliis nerve in a living’ animrl. 'Die abolition of tiu' 
functions of the fiftli nerve in the human subje(*t by ili*scase, and in tin' brute 
by 'its division, was alike followed b\ indanmvAtion, tU-ntrueiive of the evi-; and 
in the case before us, the e\<,'itement of the idoud-vc>sels in the partsiU jirive. 
of sensation and of nn>ti<>n, v> as further manifested in the ci*v situ las of ilii oar.i 
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»eii»auuii ami oi mm ion, v>asTnruier mnniiesieil in the ervsipt I 
lyzcd elieek, aiul in tlie inordinate repletion rnid rii]»ture of tie* 
in the nostril of the same side.”— h»uuo> MnHnil /V. /. 
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8. Ctti*€ ill if'liiiJi thin icft't n itn ili'ulitt.t nf Si usilhltlif mi mir 'H'tihmrf Jiisk nj 
the power of J^lulion; mut n h)'-'- nj Mti'n'iilui /'»/:/•?/• mi tfn nthn s/ifi ^ without oin, 
dimhmthn of Si^ihililif. My II. U.—'Chi f.illov. iiig r.ise is ixlrenul^ 

interesting, as illustrating* in a str.king manm rthe disliiiet fnnetiems of difhr 
ent nerves, as recently jmiiitcd out hv Mr. Charles Ih 11, ai id some of the con- 
t'lnental phy siologists. 

“ Mrs. M . vva.s deliv iTed liy a inulv/ifc at Kilhui n. Her lal'our w as < asv, but 
followed by ju’nfiisc liiomorrliage upon tlie separation of the place nta, and after 
its cxchision from the utmis. 

“ She revived from the stat* . i" oxbau-stion immediately constquent upon the 
loss of blood, bill at the end ('t about tlujat or four ilav's, licranu’ fev erisli, aiul 
complained of severe head-aohe^ tor a week, however, she hud no other assist¬ 
ance than that of the m'Hlvvife. 

** _At the end of thi?. lime, (about ten d.ays after her deliv» ry,) the bead-uclic 
continuing, and being now' aceomjvtinied w ith some degree of * numbness on one 
side,* I was rciiuested to see liei. 

1 found lier labouring under u'veia* bead-ache, net cimfiued to, but infi¬ 
nitely more violent upon/>ne side lUan Uie otlicr, and occupying the region ol 
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the temporal and occipital bones above the mastoid process, and attended witli 
cdhsidvrablc pulsation, 

L poll one side of the body there was such defective sensibility, witlioni, 
howevci^oiTi'spondinpf diminution of ]n)wiT in the muscles of volition, that she 
• r/uihl holcTju r child In the arm of that side, so long* as her attention tvas direct¬ 
ed to it; but if suiTouniliniy objects \\ithdre.\v her from the notice of the state of 
the ann, the flexors i^nulualh relaxed, ami the child was in hazard of falling*. 

'I’Jie hivast, too, upon that bide, partook of the insensibility, altUoUKi* sc* 
ercllon of milk NNa.s as copious as in the other. She could sec the child suck¬ 
ling- and swalluning, but she had no consciousness from feeling that the 'diild 
\jas so oeein>ied: tui’gesct nci‘ <jf that breast proiUicedno sulFering, and .she w:is 
TiiK’oiiM-ioiis of what is termed llie draught on this side, altl'ough that sensation 
was strongly inark( d in the oilier breast. 

■'^Ujiou the oppmilc .siilc of the body there was defective power of motion, 
wltlioilt, lif>ne\or, ail)' diminution of sensibility. The arm was incapable ot 
supporting the <*hil<l; the hmul was powerless in its gripe; and the leg was 
nio>e<l witli diflieulty, ami with the ordiiiaiy rolatoiy movement ot a paralytic 
pjdient; but the ])owcr of sensation was so far from being impaired that she con* 
ht.Tiitly eo^nplaiin d of an uncomfortalile sense of heat, a painful tingling, and 
moj*e (ban the usual degree of iineabiness from pressure, or otlier modes of slight 
meelianieal \ioleiu e. 

“ .Medicinal agents, ineliidingblood-lelling, general and local,blisters, purga¬ 
tives, !^ve. diroi led, iirsl by inxself, afterwards i>y lir. T. M. I.utliam, to whose 
rare I diretteil lier in llic .Midillesex Hospital, werg of little avail, and she at 
length K ft the ho'^pital scarcely, if at all, benefited. 

“ At the end of a few months she again pro\ cd prcg*nant. Her delivery, at 
the full tiiiio.,\\as eas\' and unaccompanied with Uxmoi'i'hagc, or otlier ^formid¬ 
able occuri’t'iKi*, Imt .it tin- e\piraiion of about ten days she compluncd of 
imiiilmess on Ijolli -lih s. I lev articulation w'iis indistinct; she became more and 
more insensible, and sunk rom])lelely comatose. 

“ I • poll examination of the body no positive di-sorgaTfi/ation of braiu could be 
delected. '#lie >cntrieli s, liow'eviT, contained more than usual scrum; and 
there w c-rc found, more especially opposite to the original seat of paio, 
lliiekeniiig, and incriascil ^asenla^t\ of the iiieiubraiics, with moderately firm 
mlhesion in si/i'uj parts; in others, an apparently gelatinous, transparent, and 
colourless deposit intci-jiuscd between them.^*—-f* 25, 1828. 

- 9. (hi the Kffn fs of fhr nirhion, or Ort;anir. Lc-^hn of the Fifth Ptih oj 

A’/vrr.v.—H appears froiu the experiments ot M. Magemlio, II. Mayo, aiul C. 
Hell, on the action of llie n rcbral nerves, that on the division of the fifth pair, 
or w hen it is in a diseased slal», tlui e uinlerg<>i-s soiiu; pcrnliar morbid altera¬ 
tions. M. Magendlc iiifonns us, (.If^ivn. <le iMnsiol. IV.) that after the division 
of tins ner> e, llie eonu a lucoiin-s opa([Ui*y and that it, as well as the ins, begins 
TO iiirianie aiul suppurati*; an infusion of hinph Itikes place in the interior of 
the c\i’, aiul gi*adii:dh' llie whole glohi' passes into uh’cration. All these expe¬ 
riments, liowcvev, tlid not s,ilis(\ M. Mageiulii', aiul could not in fact, lead to ;i 
clear result, as on dividiiigthe nene, theinteriial carotid was invariably wouml 
ed; he therefon*, in more recent experinienls, divided llie nene before itpassc^ 
over llu‘ pars ])etros.i, and then ohlained an effect somewhat different from that 
described before; tlie e\e was much less altered, tlie inflammation occupied it- 
ii])pcr portion oiil), and hut a very ^inall segment of the upper circumference 
of the cornea hecaine opaijiu*. It ap]>ears, then, that the fitlii ])air of iierv<‘S 
exercises a direct influence on the nutrition of the eye; the different results ot 
the experiments are easily accounted for liy the circumstance, that in the for¬ 
mer experiments of M. Magendie, the ophthalmic artery was separated from 
tlie internal carotid, and that thus the nutrlUon of tiic eye necessarily became 
affected. 

Tlic following’patholngical fact, reported by M.»Scn*c.s, confirms the cxpc- 
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pimcnts f)f M. Maffcntlic. A man was a<lmittcd in llio Ilopilal de l:i 

oii‘UCC(iiin( ol'cpilfptic attacks; at t!ie same lime a slig'ht inflanmiatieil ot‘ 
the ri^ht c} was observed, the cornea was opatpie, and tlic siglil was to a con¬ 
siderable (Ugrei! aficeted. All these sMnploms gitidnally inc^sisl, till 
tlie sight was completely lost, and the right e\o and eyelid, as (Tell us Jin** 
right side of the m)sc and tongue, were cpjitc insensible, 'ilic patient di<.cl 
eleven moiillis after admission, in a violent epileptic fit. On examination, llic 
ganglion of the fifth pair was found enlarged, of a yellow colour, and v<;ry >as- 
cular; and on its exit from the pons varolii, tlic iieiwc w:is covered wilti a gela 
tiiious mass. , 

Professor May&, of Bonn, (Joum. dor ('hirnrg. nnd Afigcnhcilk. ’\\ \.) has re¬ 
cently performed many experiments, from which it appe ars (hat not only tlu: divr> 
sion of the fifth ]iair is followed by morbid elianges of tlu* eye, but tliat the same 
effects take place after Wounds of the iicclc. I'rom eigliU«u ex[)ennu’nts fnt 
dogs, luttscs, and ])igeons, he comes to the following vesnit:—1. 'rlu* di\isioii 
of the cervical poi*tion of the; Kviupalhetic ncm* was sonielinuw iu:uie w Illumt 
any effect on the nu'ridon of tlie e\c; in olln r cases il was followed In rednes'. 
and inflammatioii of the conjunctiva. 2. 'J lie same in<»i‘l>id change, in niosl 
cases, followed the divi.sion of the pne umog:i*,lrie nerve, o. 'I’ne s^jiinpallu lie 
and pncilinogastric nerve ha^ing been ilivided, a very intense ioll; ininatloii <»l 
the eye took place, which extended to its internal parts. 4. If the caiotid was 
. tied, and at the same time the nerves in its mighlioiirhood were can fnllv avoid¬ 
ed, thcnuti'itlou of the eye was in no manner inllnenceil. Afti v alii'atuie of 
both carotids, eyes suffpi'cd more or li'ss; they bccanic dim and op.Mpie, hn* 
vcfy'seldom a complete disorgani/ution ensued. (>. But if the li^aUii.- com¬ 
prised tlie pneuniogastric or sympathetic nerve, an elVusIon look idace from tlu 
antcrinM^ace of the iris, the pujiil was clo^eJ by a falsi; meml)i;ime, and the 
comet^pj^ftd into suppuration. 


10. Ftsion after Destruction of the Opfle Kirves. — Majt xutt: I'ives an inslam-e 
of sight existing after the destruction of the optic nerves, in a man by name ot 
Bardon^ who was admitted into the IJotel Dion, in 1827, and tluvo dicil. (Mi 
the following appearances presented the iiiselves. Tii the inti rva) 
between ^le crossing Q£thc optic nerves and the ])ons v arolii, vv as a c v st of tlu* 
size of a small egg, thw^yst was fillc*d with a yellowish matte]*, c)f v\ lii«*h onc- 
tlurd wiis solid, on the sides, ^nd above, the cy.st Ija<l fiattciu d and alim)st de¬ 
stroyed the optic nerves, all that remained of them were poi*tions of ce rebral 
substance adhering to the cyst, and which were wholly defieient at. tlu; com • 
missurc; in fact, tlmre was no connexion between the i;ye and lmuii,*c.‘xccp1 by 
the cyst. This patient could distinguibli ohjccts a few dav s before his death. 
Sci. Med. Jl^irilf 1828. 


11. JFHve Children of a Dlr/h. — “ A peavint of the village of Soukin, in tlu* 
depiirtment of Nijegorod, twenty-fivc years of age, of short stature and robust 
constitution, was marrictl at seventeen. 'J1ic second year of her inurriag(' she 
had one child; the fourth year she producetl twins at tin* eighth moiitli. In \f) 
vember, 1824, slie was brought to bed of five chiklreii— ua. on tlu* yili, lOtli, 
12th, and 13th, four females, and on the 16th a boy. None of tbi sc c\ci i di il 
eight inches in length. 'J’lu* girls died within u week: the boy a]»pears to have 
lived. As to the mother, she cnteely recovered a month after lu r accoiicbe- 
ment; the only circumstance worthy of rc|nark having been an e\lraoi(linai*y 
size of the belly. N(» similar instance had occurrctl either in her family or that 
of her husband. The abovi* is related by Dr. (laicvsky, in the I'auuiio-innlil.shi- 
ski Jourrtalf a paper on military medicine, ])ublislicd at St. !*• iersburg.’*— Ijun. 
don Medical GazeitCy VoL II. No. 29, 1828. 


12. Oase of Superfrtation, the. Vferus hchii* nulurulhf forund .—A woman 
forly-twt* years old, became pregnant the second time in Sej)ttinl>er, 1825. Tw p 
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K lams, coiii:iiiica in iiic inciiiwi-mcs. m *«•*- x,. ^ 

exjiellccl, toj'<ther with the monibnines, without any discn^ffC oi 
hh)oil. After Its cxfiuUicm, Die atlciulaiit discovered another bag of membranes, 

and the patient vv:is sensible of a moving body in the uterus. In the middle ot 
the ni^'-ht the pains begun, and she gave birth to a second living fortus; i 0 
^ erv inipeifoctU <levcloped, and was contained in a smgle mgibranous sac. 
.])r. rnn.i.MmsT was immediately applied to; be found tKfc fadus was four 
ihehes hnus and pi esnincd that it had arrived at about four months. The Iniibs 
w-i re casilv ilistiiiguished, Imt were not fui-nished with nails. The bnre 

iTi? UMiul iiropartiafi to the body. The foetus first bom ! 

pe]lo(l,'an(l this opinion was confirmed by the time of tlie 
iiu nses, to w Iiieli the \\<nnan h.ad paid piu-ticular attention. ^ Many physicians 
lune (U nit'd the possiiiillly of these cases of supcrfictation wlucb have been oc- 
fisionallv recorded. . , .. r* 

Dr. KUseivtorcroiiceixeditincunilienlnponhim to publish th« 

the autlujititily of whieh he holds himself responsible.—« Magtum, 
IHJ 7 . 



M. l)/t tin'. (%t/intxioa hflicftn Jh-spirathn and Circulation^ — 
tibserxations relative to the coniioxion subsislmg between tlicsc fun^^^ have 
hi en lati Iv uddrcbsod to the J'reiich Aeiulemy by M. DiFBBMOif. 
ilcperulunce, Lhongli recognised from tlic earliest times, has never be«bre bficn 

inveiwi ly det^mined. . , 

l-. oni experiments, M. D. says he has ascertained *at 

hleod, propelled by the rinbl venlrielc of the heart ii^he p ^ mont^ Mte^^^ 
and tints earri.sl to the Itinjfs, cannot return throiieli tiS 

the tiereal cells are collapsed by expiration. Uurmg inspiration, ^ 

.lie distend.sl, the i)as.sasc of tl.c air is momentarily interrupted, 

•'elVecl of w])irh interruption is to prolong tlic coiitiict of the air 
ami render the o.sygenatioii more perteet. M. Dcfermoii niakes “"® 
practic al application of this explanation, winch is, that inflation of *e »> 

ease s of .suspe nded anlmatlmi, far frotii facilitating Uic reUnn of P'*®* “ 
new obstacle to tine rc-establislnnenl of the pulmoiia^circulatioiib^r distending 

the air cells. Tins fact, lie sa\s, is in confirmation of the precept ginen bx^e- 
roy d*Kt\o]cii.—Iicriii:MedicaIe, 1828. 

1.1. Oil the , ffecte of Gu/eaakm on the A'erve.s.—0( the mimcrotis expetswents 
which bate In'en institt.ted to verify the analop '’®twcen galvam^ Md 
nervotis arllon, those of iVinxin.Liiare not the least iiilcrcsting or least cunous. 

'I'he followMiig are the most remarkable. , i .laxMsni/sfnW 

lie bebeadetl a cat, and after pulsation and mnseular action had ®°'"P'®‘®’y 
ccasc.l, he removed the spinal mtnroV, and Idled the vcrtelpal ■*“ 

amalgam of mercury, ainc and silver. Immediately the f“V™. 

I'ii’s recommenced, and the muscidar actions were renewed, w i • 

possible to disling„i.sb from those whici, arc produced by 
ipimd marrow! the animal made many leaps. When the 
evhan.sled, Wcinbold, bv means of a metahe arc, p^d he ^ 

I:uy muscles, gnulually'in contact with the avtilicialmedulltiry snbstiuftc, and 

he revived again general but feeble contractions. * 
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He fUled with tlic eamo amalgum, tlie cnniuTn and vertebral canal uf ano^ 
th<ir cat,' which did not give any sign of life; tiie animal became dnring about 
twenty minutes in such a state of vital tension, that it raised its head, opene<l 
itsey cs, looked stcachly, attempted to walk, and endeavoured to vls'-^after fall¬ 
ing down frequently. During all this lime the circulation and pulsation \v'<?rc 
vejy active, and continued for a quarter of an hour after the chest ami alxlo- 
men were opened. The secretion of the gastric juice was cvitlcnlly more 
abundant than ordinary, and the-aapnal heat was peifcctly rc-cstablishcd. 

We^old filled also the cranium only, of a dog witli the same aui:dg:iui, he 
examined then^fte principal functions of the senses, and observed tliat the 
pupil still cqjqfinmted, that the animal manifested still a desire to a^ old the 
light, when aughted candle was placed near it, and that it listened wlicii a 
peMn struck with a key upon a table. 

jjjf minhn ld remarked also that the two extremities, of a divided nerve, gaVe 
spoi^lB^RLen tliey were brought together. He divided the crural nciae in a 
ca^'and placed the extremities at the distance of a line apart, and coniiccU d 
them by a metallic arc: the moment when he completed the clialii, he saw at 
each extremity of the nerve a luminous point, but they did not pass from one 
to the other. “ 


The hypothesis of nervous atmosphere has been completely subverted by 
the experiments of Wciiihold, in w’lilch, after having cut llui criiiLd iient, he 
could not excite the contiuction of the tlilgli by means of galvanism, .iltijougli 
the extremities of the nerves were at tlic distance of a line or e\eiiof a <pi:ntei' 
of ^Jil^. Itl^iiguturejil^n of nerves prevents the propag:itlon of gah.misin. 

• ■ 'the nervous pulj) is the only conductor uf the gaUa 

the neui^Jema is entirely depriveal of this power, 

I'juls obserfed even matcrhil changes winch happen in tlic nervous 
8ysfeng|B|i!^ the action of galvanism. Having isohitcd the crural nerve td* a 
pg, oS|^servcd tiiat the medulla of the nerve, which was alinosLlraiispa- 
retmete^ during the contnetion of the muscles, produced by g.ihanic 
Uddatioh^^v^i^^t^t this retraction alternated with the dilatation, lie laid biu-o 
tlM of a rabbit, and he observed that after liavhig ])i-ocliiced 

rapid contractions of the members, by means of a gahanic 
{^e, of the|jh|ttTC was diminislicd, lost its cylindrical form, anrl 

ultima^efy 'VUj^UC^Bfc a simple white and compressed tube. This loss of 
sUhaJ^be of tn^Aervous medulla, during lire action of neiTcs, was in the space 
of twenty Ci^tWeilty-fivc minutes,'jrepalred by tlic increase in tlie Ix'atiiig of the 

witli the violent contractions of the muscles; so tliaj. tlic nerve 
was restored to its cylindrical form. When on the otlici* 
ha'iW ky ^e , heart U extirpated so that the the loss of nervous sub- 

st&lsIjSv QUBMlft be effected by means of the circulation, the uti’ophicd nerve docs 
iV^rimitivc form. Wcinhohl lias observed the same loss of sub- 
s^j^^^^flli^ortion of the spinal marrow, where the nen'cs of the anterior 
exIKaities go off, when he made the muscles of these members contract by 
m^sq^of violent and continued action of tlic galvanic pile, directed to its 
nerYi^VHi^ng the action of tlie nerve, not only the mass of the noiauus snf)- 
s^n^'t&ninisHcB, but also its consistence. Wlicn he divided a nerve, and ir. 
ri^t^-it a longtime by means of galvamsm, he obscrv’od that the nervous 
lOMtdr, gradually became softer, and finally flowed guttatim, from the cxU’c- 
ralfy of tke oividcd trunk.— Jmtniol dea Progrh, Vol. JC 1828. 

->yhf|ie are ccilainly marvellous experiments, and if tiicir correctness should 
bp coz^iRRcd by fiirthcr observations, we need no longer despair of the Pro- 
methcai^’t being unattainable. 

* of tfii^ffedsnf a Division of the i^maf Marrow^ bdwa o 


16 

that 

liCK 

drawing room window into a deep 


'h ^^g ttdjburth /iopstti V&rtehra\ in the Human Subject, lly Wilt^iam 
h SIq.—Mr. Wallace was called on to visit a man who had fiillcu from a 

area. Upon examination, by passing his 
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fing«r along the spine, witli some degree of pressure, he felt a veiy obscure 
cfl^iitus, as if the spinous processes of those don^ vertcbr* which lie* between 
the scapulx, were broken^ and when the pressure was increased at this ^art, 
It appear^ to cause intolerable distress. For fbur hours the patient ^WM in a 
. state of n^zy? at length he became comparatively tranquil, and*|j^W^^ 
collectively every question that he was asked. He had no sensibility, or ti^lfer 
of moving his lower extremities; or, to use J;is own words, he was deaa ^^rn 
the chest downwards. In fact from the s^hth vertebro^temd t\h ^j^n- 
wards, all was insensible, and incapable dr.^otion. With a cathiffd^^^be 
introduction of which he did not feel) the urine wai drmwn^; blood Wk^- 
strac*ed from the arm, though it could be.procured but SQDitily; puiwaUfe 
encmata were administered without any effec^, and the st^iiach rejected 
every thing that was swallowed. Being questioned as to the sensations' t|^h 
accompanied Uic vomiting, he said he was^not at all riek, nor were hia 
such as he had experienced on other occaiions''dunng the effort of 
He appeared to have some power of suspending that action of the 
whicli caused the discharge of its contents; and when he directed his attention 
particularly to it, he was able to retain his drink for a short time. .iW^ a 
view to procure some evacuation from the bowels, frictions on the abdomen 
were tried with a mixture of jalap, rhubarb and gamboge, in mucilage of gum 
Arabic, as recommended by Alibert; but all in -vain. Hiccup now supervened, 
as well as violent palpitation of the heart, which beat with great frequency, 
and with such force as to be observable through tha sheet. 

It was in tliis distressing state of things, that it 0 '““**““'* 
add some tartar emetic to his whey, in the proporti< 


m- 

lach. 



^^Wallace to 


DUtaection .—On exposing tlie condition of the vmepzal 
man*ow, with its proper membranes was found tom across 8.t,tHi 
corresponds to tlie interval between the third and fourth doM 
lacerated cn^ were separated to the extent of half an inch^' 
filled with blood. The spinous processes of the second,^ 
dorsal vertebrae were fractured at their root; but, vi^j^ from'’ ^ . 

spine did not present any marks of injury. In the 
of the encephalon were very much distendcil^ and o f effl^d 

blood covered the posterior, superior and the,External surfaci^oP^ poatetmr 
globes of the brain, and part of the surface by which thejr correspond to toe 
longitudinal fissure. In the abdomen, there was an extensive in^^frisijjceptuin 
of the small intestine. The liver was charged with black btOoflL 

lined about two drachms bf l|^V]Sc|l$..co> 



bladder, very much contracted, contained al 

. . .. ..■mrt*-!_ l_ll_^4 




Ae 


lourless, and insipid fluid, resembliag, in its appetfance, tlie 
In the chest, the pleura was fully and minutely injec^ with 
blood. The lungs were firm, and did not collapse, being gorged ^rrai 
blood. The right ventricle of the heart was conriderably dilated, and 
with coagulum. There were two circum8tancc8.relating to the geimipj'' 
lion of ttie body after death, which, ^en in connexion, seem to bjfc 
of note. These were the extreme rigidi^ of the muscular system'’" 
protracted continuance of vital hbat? from which it would eppeij « ^ . 

IS no foundation for Rysten’s hypotbeait, that ‘in n^mifer* and bWs, the 
moment rigidity of the muscles begins, is the same in which the ^fital warmth 

isextinct, 8cc. The temperatupeoftiie*paraly»edpartsdidnotsufferany.itoiM- 

tion. Hence if Blr. Brow’s opinions be w^.founded, that the brain is the 
source of animal heat, and the spinal marrow Che organ of its transmission, we 
must conclude that it performs this function by means of the trisplanchmc 
nerve, and not by its own peculiar nerves. Mr. l^^af^be ?ery prgpy^ 
whether the discharge from the bowels, on the fourth nay, resuned from the 

No. V.—Nov. 1828. [25] 
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tartar cmetir or from llir* cfTect c»f the injury itself. WJien a bladder has been 
pa^yzed from injiiiy of its nerves, rctcniioii uf urine is the immediate rcsifiit; 
but sooner or later, this is futlowcd by incontinence, as was the case in the 
present instance. This phenomenon is to be explained hy a law to which the 
action of the nerves appears to be subject, rW.. one degree of pressiuro or irri¬ 
tation will produce spasm, or convulsion, and a greater degree of the same 
wilfcausc loss of power or paralysis. 'I'liis law will be found to govern tin? 
muscular system, voluntary and juivoluntary, and consoctuentiy the s])lunclers. 
1'^ laflamnuttQn of the tlioracic viscera, and tlic violent uctlf)n of the 1 m art, 
nOT very welMA^ccounted for, from the direct operation of the in jury to the 
cord; Ih^hat diseased state of tlie cord, which accompanies curvature 
of the spine fbbm caries of the vertabrse, the pectoral organs experience inucli 
distress. The relations of the intercostal iicive witli the spinal colnmn, 
pei^ps satisfactorily explain the phenomena in both c:isg^.— Tru/hstic/ion* oj 
of the Fellow$ and licentiates of the King and (^tai*s('ollfgc of 
Physicians in Ireland^ VuL V, 


17. New Researches on ike Immediate Jlgml nf Vital Movanrnh. 11) M. II. 
DtrTROCBXT. —In our second number, page 4123, we gjvvc an accouijl ol* the in¬ 
teresting experiments of M. Uutiwlict on vital nnUion. Since the piihllcallon 
of these experiments, he has renewed Ills I'csearehcs; and on tiie 17tii of March 
last he read to the Uoyal Academy of Medicine u memoir on tiie subject, from 
which wc select tiie following obser^-ations:— 

** A tube is fun^hed with an appendage similar to the Hug of .i trimi' 

pQl^this psl^W^icrittked piece of bladder. Water is poured in this appcnil- 
edf^i sm t&i^'whole plunged into a vessel of water, 'fhe water in t)ie interior of 
the ipt^Hknehl; is connected with the negative pole of a A oltaic pij^e, the exterior 
wate^ iiHjplthe pontive. The fluid is forced by the electricity through tlic meni' 
brane^ from the poativetothc negative pole, and mounts in the tube undisclevat- 
ed above the wajlcrm the vessel. If the membrane is replaced In a plate of baked 
cli^ the4NniWpbeDomenon of endosimm occurs, but docs not hike place wJicn a 
1 ^^'^ sa&diltone, or of carbonat or sulphate of lime isemployed. Thus the 
OQ^ipi^na ^Ith'separates the two differently electrified fluids, e\i(lc'utly has 
a/ft|b6dipr'power in production of the phcnonuuion of cruhis/nose. 'J'his 

Itfmina isoeftve when is cnd4tsmnse, and inactive when this does not occur. 

^*If ft fluid which isdcnscrthaiitlio surrounding water be jiourcd in the iiistni- 
nfeat, and*tho' magnetic connection be broken, endwimose still takes place; tin; 
depae'Viqubr in the interior gradually rises in the tube. This phenomenon oc- 
ddjld equally with an organic membrane or a plate of clay, but docs not with the 
aattdstone or the carbonat or sulphate of lime. It is c\ ident that this plienome 
non ofendosmose producctl by the difference of density of the liquids, is an 
electric pll'i^omcnon as much res that pividuccd by the pile. There arc tin* 
aam^ deiwe imd inactive solids, and they ]>lay the same part. The galvanometer 
IkdwWver, does not indicate the existence uf electricity in the tuo fluids. Hut 
•iltis evident tiiat the permeable solid has, in this instance, an action wliicli is 
pecoKtf to it, and tliat it is imlubitablc tliat this action is electric, it follows that 
tlusailUon U entirely confined to tlie capillary canals of this solitl; it is a capil¬ 
lary electricity. It is, in fact, known that ortUnary electricity, when it passes 
tbrough namW channcLs filled with a fluid, gives astrong impulse to this liipiid. 

'••There are fluids which, noU^dthstandingtheirgreatcrdcnsitytlian water,do 
i^t produce endosmose when they arc s^arated from this latter fluid by an or- 
tfUic membrane; such is sulphuric acid—the addition of this acid to a liquid 
mceptible of producing endosmose, destroys this property in Uie latter. Hence 
thiPre are active and inactive liquids, as there is active and ''laetive solids. If is 
necessftfy to the phenomenon of endosmose, that the two heterogeneous liquids 
ahould.iwi^nctive, and the permeable solid aijso oc/tee-^f one uf thwe elements 
is inacdf^i endosmose does not take place. 
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4* These discoveries may be applied in an uvid^t manner pbyuolOj^j^ 9T to 
the phvsics of living* bodies, in which there is affcessai^COK^Atenpepfi^ds 
niul fluidly eminently active, in which the solids.tn/Tuene^fh)m t^eiLr^MfE|^n{jt(v 
by the coiV*ict of the fluids, act on tliesc latter, and pve them an 
*in‘ file preceding* experiments, the influenced solids, from their aej 
contact active liquids act on these latter, and give thepi an impuAe 
lienee tcaclics us the nolidinfluenced is only solid eapilto^^ " 
contact of liquids; consequently tlie cr^ttti^SlIdelbUUy Uvlni 
what E tenn (uUivitj/, that is, the property of rec<e^Tin|r^snfni|»^^ 

' These experiments prove that this 2 iitracaplj||aiy in tnitl _ 

agent of urgunic or vegetative 1^, they prove that the liquid' li'^Ve 

one and the same fuiulamcntal vit^ property, which I'terpi ad^iy. 

“ 'Tills properly gi liquids consists in the pow* of {pvipgrise^to capiUo el^tri- 
city by their contact with solids. This propertyin solids consbts in tte fa^uhy 
of receiving this intracapillaiy electricity. The destruction of this^^w^y in 
ficih'fi licpiiiis by the addition of an inaetite fluids may give some precise ideas 
on the mechanism of slupifying poisons. We perceive from Uiese facts, the 
necessity of uban<1oning tlie use of the word sensibility in physiology; Uiis term 
uijglit to UT: restricted to psychology! !’• 
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18. Complete Jltienfwn of Firccs,f(tr Six J. B. 

twenty-four years, of low stature, and of avciy' delicate cOmplaviotyty iiji qA j bl ft;at 
the time of hc\* birth to pass the meconium. A midwife tvho .^tiOEHUbJiyr, 
thinking that, there was a contraction of the lower part of the rocttm^P^&ddc- 
ed asoap sii|)pository without consulting any otiicr person, llti'ring hei^hiptnoo^ 
the patk'iit alwa)s found great difllctilty of passing the fxces.* rep^- 

dies were iidjpinistcred without success; but when the catarntMiaap^esried^e 
bowels beg:tn to act naturally. I'hey continued in this stat(> fbr^iQpt 
the iiatient lin])ruve(l in lieaflh, and she considered herself coTAplete]y'''^le^d 
fixini her oM infirmity. Put at this period the ma]ady4^^n returned^ and^'j^. 
'Thune, of Drome, was c*allcd upon to give his advice re^pccting-her caK.,jiI^. 
Thunc found that she liad a considi'.rablc tumefliclion of the abd^^'^h tl^c'ftiOK 
*[> 1*01111 (lent pails being just to the left of tlic umbilicus; slic had an Icute jmliriti 
this part, which extended towards tlie cpigasti'ic K}^on. As the patient yroi^ld 
not submit to be examined, and as I)r. i'hune W'as ignorant of what hadOOt^qr- 
red in her infancy, lie was unable to discover the true nature of her afl^^pp. 
lie suspccteil, however, that there qas u contraction of the rcctytl^ 
dical friend of his, whose eoun.sci lie asked, being of tlic same opht^b P^o* 

]>os<'d a v( gctable regimen, einoHient fomeiitalions, scmicupium, tmd^Ui^mJVe 
lavements. 'The catamenia being .suppressed, Icccbc.s were applied to th^pl- 
va. nut these remi-dics, wliich produced momentary case, were aften^lids 
<[uitc iiK'flicacious. With a ^ iew to overcome tliis bbstinate constipa1^i;L|w|ll^b 
had conlimied for six months w'ithoiit permitting the patient to have 
ution, ail ounce of castor oil was administered in a small quantity of liqiuip^dhe 
had scarcely swxdlowcd this when she was seized with a violent colic, 
hiccup, and other symptoms of misery. She died after eight day^ of inexpres- 
sibli* suifering. * . , 

** Scctio Cadaveris»'^T\ie abdomen was found very hard and enortno^y dis¬ 
tended. An incision was made along the linea alba; but scarcely was this com¬ 
menced below the sterniun when it ran on of its own accord, accompanied by 
a noise like the explosion of a fire-arm. I’he intestines, being no longer sup¬ 
ported by the abdominal muscles, gave way, and a corpuderable quantity 'of 
txcal mal ter was tlischargcd with great force. The liver adhered to the arch 
^j'ilie colon. 'The stomach and the small intestines Verc empty and injected. 



QUAKTURLV PKRISr'OPt. 


Jf)H 

rUe large mtosiuic wa.s three lUcimetrts and twenty miltinUtruy in cirniinlcrriit;'’, 
and it contained abmit Ihiily • forty pounds of substance rescnibluig <lry «ljrl. 
The rectum was ihickcned and inflamed. Its cavity w:is obstructed about tliree 
inches from the anus, by a sort of transverse partition, in the middle? of wbieb 
was an aperture scarcely large ciiougli to admit the extremity of llic liiih* 
finger. 

“Had cathartics been administered by the month In this ease, and a rectum 
Iiougic used, the patient woidd, in all probability, Iiave recovered and <Ioiu' 
well. What was done amounted to nothing. It w:is evident enough, from the 
symptoms of the dtse, that therc^as a mechanical obstruction in some- part of' 
the intestinul caiud.”— Tjond. Me.d> and Surg. Jaurn. August, 1828, from the 
Ephtmeridest M&d. dt Montpellier. 

19. HydatuU in the Female Sreast, resembling a Scirrhtis 'I^tmuur. —“ A robust 

young female, twenty-five years of age, complained of pains in the left bivast, 
wluch at first had been confined to one point, but h;ul subsequently evtended, 
and became intiuisely severe. A hard tumour, of a shining appeia'aiiee, about 
the size of a hen’s egg, was found in the part. It was divided into several lobes, 
and rescmbleil a deep-seated sciHius. The precise nature of it, liowatvcr, eouM 
hartUy be ilclcnniiied, from the immense size of the breast. Various means w ere 
ineflcctually tried to discuss the sw'elling, and, as the sidferlngs of the jialii ul 
were intolerable, an operation was determined ujion. 'I'lic ni immar^ gland was 
perfectly healthy, but beneath the pcctoi*al muscle a cavity v.*as «riscovi rcd, fill 
ed with round bodies as wlyte as snow. They were found 1<» l» ■ juilntids, ilnve 
of '•hich were about tlic size of a nut, and seven nmcli sinnlti'i*. Mo>l of them 
escaped freely tlirough the wound. Tlicy were of a siilu rical Ibrm, and cover¬ 
ed with a shining solid membrane of a white colour. The ])aricta’. of the ca\ ii> 
in wluch they bail been contained were smooth, and rcscmljlcd a serous mem¬ 
brane. To pi'omotc adhesive inflammation, lint was introduced into the wound. 
For a long time an ichorous fluid was discharged, and stimnlaling injections oi 
nitric acid and mercury were found necessary to produce adhesion of the psrts. 
The patient was cured in about two months from the opcr.ilion.* Mt d. 

and Phys. Joum. August, 1828, from the Clinique dts Jlopiiaux, 

20. Rtmarkahle Predisposition to 1fiemorrhagc.—~\ST, Si iitirykii, of Vogls- 
bcirg, states that in a family of five children, under his obser\ation. Hie eldest 
bit his tongue, and bled to death; tlic second and fourth arc pcriecly lie!iltli>, 
but the third and fifth have a remarkable tendency to h?emon*liage. All tlicse* 
are of the male sex. 'fhe two above mentioned, one aged five years and the 
other fifteen months, have, at in’cgiilar pci*iod^ blue sjiots on the legs and 
thighs, which increase till they become as large as a pigeons egg, when llic\ 
assume a grccnisli blue colour, they do nof bleed unless they are punctured*; 
but if this be done, the hcemorrhagc docs not cease till the’ child faints and 
the body is blanched. The bloo<l wliich flows first is red, but after a time it 
becomes pale, like water in which flesh has been washed. Pressure with the 
point of the finger, kept up for twenty-four hours, is sufficient, accoitliiig to 
the testimony of the parents to stop the bleeding. No coagulum ever foisns, 
to plug up the vessels. Keithcr 01 the parents nor tlieir relatives, paKicipate 
in this morbid condition, and it is rcmarkable that it ha.s aft’ccted their children 
alternately, viz. the first, third, anu fifth.— i&eitschr.fur Natur. und llcilkunde.. 

21. Spasmodic Strivlure of the Urethra from Mental Ezcitement.'^**'\Vc extract 
the following ease fi-oni the inaugural thesis of l)r. Keimoneng, of Monljxdier. 

A young man, after violent mental agitation, was attacked witJi retention ol 
urine. 

“Dr. R. found the bladder mucli distended; tlic hypogastric region was c\ 
trcinely tender to the touch, and thi patient almost in a slate of ileliriuni from 
his suftcriiigs. Several unsuccessful attempts were made to introduce an iiislru 
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into llic bhihlt-r. Tlic contraction was sensibly felt in the pas'^ag'c, but 
ui'i <1 to be clastic, and to recede from the instrument without being* per 
iiirat< d h\ it. In tile endeavour to intiodiico tlic catheter a good deal ofliac- 
ni'irrli.igf was caused. After much violent straining, the patient succeeded ui 
• fir:pkiiig aluMit a wine-glassful of urine, and \e«is momentarily relieved* Twenty 
(uiiu es »if !)I(k)<1 wct<-* taken away, and thirij leeches applied to the perinaeum. 
tJKsteis, fotm ntations, and a warm bath, were .also employeil. Still, however, 
tlic uriiu! did not pass. I'pon more accurate examination the contraction was 
found to e\ist at al)oiit six inches fi*om the orifice, but no instrument would 
pass, 'rhe patient urgently requested to have some opium, for the purpo*je of 
I’L Ho\ ing his torment, and a grain w:is given him. In the night he made water 
in ahuntl.uire, .ind a bougie, of a large size, could iiftcrtvards be introduced. He 
''l.iti'il, that the same accident had happened to him two years before, and from 
thr* same cause—iifeiilal excitement. He was then enabled to make water by 
tin- usi' ol a warm bath, in winch he remained two hours,**—Zondon Medical 
fiftzcl/c, l^ul. I. iVy. 26. 

22. Ihitiiliml JTrtmm'ha^e from the A. ?Et. twenty-four, was 

ailmittc'd into the Konigsberg Hospital for this afieclion. Had been frequently 
attaelvCil by e]>isla\is during her infancy; was nuiiTicd at the age <if foui’ti:cn, tl»e 
iiienstmal ilisrliargc not appearing until a year atlerwards. At sixteen .she he- 
c.iim* ])regnant, the menses otMUirriiigat the regular interval during the two fii-st 
months, they tlien ceased, but reappeared in the sixtii and seventli months. She 
suckled her rhiM, (a hoy,) for two peal's, the mensem appc:u'jng,.and continuing 
to recur, from tin second inontli after her delivery. On W’eaning her cliild, milk 
t ontinited to ho s.-ei-rted in large quantity; aiul although, when the breasts be- 
c.uiie tense, i^fiowed from the nipple, yet for her own comfoil and relief fi*om 
the distress it occasioned, she took the child of a neighbour, and continued to 
suckle it for a year and a half, ami occasionally gave the breast to other children, 
tlu quantity of milk secreted was so great. She had now got to a period of four 
yt ill's after lur conliiiement, when a jiruetitioiicr, who was consulted, undertook 
to sloj) tlu' (?^cesslve ami continued secretion of milk, bv'^ repeated abstractions 
of Idood, ami tliis was performed seven times in the course of eight days. The 
flow of milk upon this ceased, hut a more serious evil now took place: blood 
was discharged from both lireusts, attended with much pain, and this became 
.ilinosL iiitoli rahle w'licii the blood ceiLScd to flow. This state had continued 
<'\<'r since, the blood coming away continually night and tlay, and also during 
ihc tncnslyial ])eriofls, but without aflecting her health. 

On her admission into tlie. Konig.sborg hospital, the patient had the sippear- 
im (‘ of a hcaltliy well-fed woman, in rude hcalUi, with something of a plethoric 
h.iliit, ami, with the exception of the allection for whirli .she xvas admitted, and 
till' attendant pain, in perfect health! The mammse, which she Stated to have 
been \ei) large mid full whilst the milk >vas .secreted, but to liavc lost half tbeir 
si/e siiiee hlooil had h(‘cn ilischargcd, felt soft, and showed no evidence of in- 
fl.iMiinalion. 'fhev were, however, extremely sensible to the touch, and she 
couUl not hear the pressure of her clothes upon them. From the nipples, which 
Wire of iialtirid si/e and form, there trickled blood, sometimes of a bright red 
colour, sonu tinies thin, dai k-colmired, jiassing rapidly into putrefaction, and the 
(juanlil) of which varied from three drachms to .an ounce in the twenty-four 
hours. The hlooil could not be pressed from tbo breast as the milk had been 
In cold weather, especially, tliere wi*« inucii pain in the breasts, and w’^hen the 
flow of blood stop]>ed, the pains became intolerable, and e.xtended to the neck 
ami head, shoul<tei*s and arms. She was free from fever, ]mlse slow and .soft, 
skin dry, oitcuations from the bowels .anti kidneys natural. During the pro 
gress of the rase, the menses hail continued to apjiear at the regular periods ol 
four Wi cks, until a short time before the ]>allcnt*s aflmis.sion, wlien, for the flj’si 
him*, they <lid not show tiiomsch c.s, whereupon a vicarious di.st barge of blood 
ipparontly Iiutli from the lungs and stomach, look p!uce. 
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Dr. Jacobson had llic patient ten weeks under liis ciirc, during wliich tuw 
vaiiibuB iifean^ were resorted to with a view to Jicr relief, l.cechcs were repeat¬ 
edly applied to the pudenda, and blood taken from tlie feet; digit^dis, hydrocy¬ 
anic acid, and alteratives given internally; the scmicupinm and pedihivia em¬ 
ployed, and a suspensorium mammx applied. No alleviation was, however, oh- 
tinned, and the difficulties of a cure seemed to be increased, from the circum¬ 
stance of dbcharge of blood from the lung^ and stomach on the third appcai^ancc 
ofhermenscs, (which usually continued eight days,) during her slay in iholiousc. 
Unfortunately the patient most obstinately refused following the remedial means 
ordered for her, jultd she was on this account obliged to be discharged, so that' 
the iiltiznatc erefi'lbrthe case has not been ascertained.— RtAsi*8 Magazin, 

23. Action of the Uterus from Sympathy* —“Dr. Pichon lately attended a 
young w'oman during her first labour, wliicii was unusually tedious and severe, 
ll^r mother, foi^-eight years of age, who attended as the nurse, was mucli af¬ 
fected at the sui^rings of the patient: she soon experienced sensations resem¬ 
bling uterine action, and, four or five hours after tlic labour, she peireived a 
sanguineous discharge from the vagina, which continued for several days, witli 
occasional interruptions. She liad nut menstruated before for eight years. On 
the third day from the first appearance of the discluirge, the breasts swelled, 
and became painful to the touch. A kind of milky fluid escaped front the nip¬ 
ples for five or six (Lays; the uterine hamorrliagc then disappcarctl, the bi’custs 
assumed their natural state, and the lady subseipicntly ev])eviencrd no ineoiwc- 
laence. Dr. Paillard has recently related a similar c:isc to the Society of Prac¬ 
tical Medicine at Paris.**-*^Xond. Med. Gazette, Vol. I. A'o. 18. 

24« ^droordinaTy Instances of Suppression and Retention of Urint .—‘Mu Uiife- 
land*S J^unal for August, 1827, there is an extraordinary case related of a > oung 
la^ who made no water fbr seven weeks, and who suflereJ little or no incon¬ 
venience from this extraordinary suppression. There was no vicarious scercUon 
in this case. Catheters were introduced into the bladder, but no^ urine could 
be found. Dr. Racum, (of Riga,) after failing willi .all other medicines, restored 
the urina^ secretion by a mixture of oil of umber, Venice turpcnline, and bal¬ 
sam ct^aiva. 

“In another German Journal, thei*c isa c.asc of rc/m//oM quite sis extraordinan. 
The patient was a young lad of thirteen years of age, who experienced u seven: 
pmxysm of fever, in October, 1822, followed by a miliary erupt ion, whleb was 
repelled by exposure to cold. Another paroxysm ensued, and gruit debilit v 
waH.thc result. On t^e 20th of November, he was seized witli violent j):un in 
the rectum, which was greatly aggravated by attempts to pass any ficcal mai¬ 
lers. In the beginning of January following, the consti^iatiou still continuing, 
the uimaiy secretion became extremely scanty, and at length ce:iscd for fifteen 
days. This cessation, and fora similar space of time recurred twice tiftt'rwanl'.. 
In B&rch, 1823, the urinary discharge ceased again, and none was passcil for 
six months afterwards! In July, the boy waa found to be extremely omuchitial, 
the bowels being obstinately constipated, and there being periodica! pains in ilu* 
loins, which were so severe as to throw liim into convulsions. Nothing unusnul 
could'be discovered about the urinary passage, or rectum. The ubilomcn, 
however, was greatly distended, but not apparently with fluid, as it emitte d a 
hollow sound when struck. On exploring the i*cclum there was felt, on each 
side, an elastic tumour, the nature of which could not be ascci*taiiied. Dr. 
Beires introduced a very fine catheter, the urethm being extremely conti\\ct<al, 
but could not draw off any urine. Medicines only exaspera' ?d liis sufferings 
He was taken by hla father to Pest, where he was examined by several pliN- 
sicians andihurgenns. While there, the water commenced flowing in large 
qnantitieB^llic abdomen shrunk in proportion—and the boy got well.”— Med 
Ghirurg. Rev. July, 1828. 
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^2:t. Inflammation of the Vlaeenta. — •* On tliis subject M> Ilrachcl has publislicd 
n paper in a recent Ntiinbcr of the Journal Uen^ral, which we shall here notice. 
M. li. remarks that tliis inflammation is equally clan|^rous to the mo&er and 
the ((rtus. Uy intercepting’ or deranging tlic placental circulatitM^ ^ 

. Iffiy tlie latter quickly or lead to abortion. Where the phlogosb U no^BO ex¬ 
tensive or intense as to destroy the life of lUc embryo, it may greatly injttfe its 
lu alth and obstruct development, by diminishing, more or less, the nutritive 
inaterials supplied by the motlier. This inflammation is dangerous to the pa¬ 
rent, because it may spread to tlie utcnis, which is a serious consequent* 
l^^<Tl in the induction of abortion, it is not devoid of dango. to the mothbr* 
riu' causes of this placental inflammation are, blows on %e abdomen, fldls, 
shocks, violent conloHions of the body, frights, strong mental emotions, &c. 
liiHaminalory affections of the mother, and especially metritis, may also lead to 
phiccutal inflainmietion. If, after the application of oneor more of these causes, 
\v e find a pregnant woman complmn of pains in the loins, coroingon periodically, 
but never t iuirely ceasing, leaving in the intervals a dull and unea^ sensation, 
wc may presume that tlicre is placental inflammation in existence. In racU 
case, aboiaion is imminent—or, if this do not take place, the life of the foetus is 
ill ilangor.* Wo cannot be too early in our endeavours to remedy the evih and 
as, in all other inflamniations of parcncliymatous stmcturcs, blood-letting is the 
most effectual measure. But timid depletion will not succeed. The patient 
sliouUl be kept in the lion/.ontal position, and a large quantity of blood should be 
detracted. 'I'o quietude, position, and vcuicsection, cold drink should be 
added. But it is not sufHcicnt to remove the mo^ urgent syuiptoma. Anli- 
]))ilog]s(ic uu'asures should lx* continued, till all seitfp of weight' pain, or un¬ 
easiness, is removed from the loins or uterine region, in order that induration 
of Ibo ])laccr|2u, the consequence of chronic inflammation, may not suc^0^thc 
acute form, and tlius produce those troublesome adhesions of the pIlBSlBhtta to 
the uterus, which require manual force for separation after delivery.' ’ 

“ ])r. Braclicl has nodoubt that many morbid conditions of the placenta escape 
our notice, in consequence of the little attention that is paid to we examination 
of tliis jiurtilftcr its removal from the uterus.”— Ibid. 

20. Murhid Stflenm^ of the Ulrrns. By S. O. j.rnoTH, M. D.-—**ft is only of 
late years that mollcseencc, or morbid softening of the living structures, was 
ibscovered to he one of the most important, aiul^ unfortunately, one ofthe ntOst 
common slruclural lesions to which tiic human fi*amc is subject. The brun, 
the lungs, the spinal maiTow, the ncr^'cs, the muscles, the bone, the heart, and 
other pai't%, have been found in this pathological condition, and have been the 
subjects of accumlc investigation. I’hc uterus is the organ to which we Sre 
now lo direct our .attention. 

“The mollesccncc of the womb ts more frequently partial than general. It 
more commonly occupies the internal surfiice, and the cervix—though occa- 
.sionally it is found penetrating througli the entire substance of the organ, 
'rhe mollcscencc presents several r/egrew, blciuling insensibly into each other. 
Jn the first degree, the parts arc simply soflcncd or very flaccid, generally with 
serous, or scro-sanguincous infiltration into tli^intcrsticcs. An example of this 
kind was observed by our author in the Hospice de la Maternity, in we montli 
of March, 1827. A young and strong female had been carried off by pueiperal 
fc'vcT, a few days after delivejy. On dissection, not only the uterus, which had 
a large empty bag, but all the otl^r organs, especially those of a muscular 
structure, as the heart, were in a state of extreme flaccidity. The tissue of the 
uterus was infiltrated witli scrosity^ and veiy lacerable. Internally it was lined 
with a dark colourei^ viscid coating, exhaling a putrid odour. The ovaria were 
softened, flaccid, and infiltrated. The heart was in a similar condition. There 
are not wanting examples of this kind in works on puerperal fever. 

“In the second degree, the structure of tlie uterus is still furtlicr altered, tt 
will .scarcely bear handling, without reduction inV^ a pultaccous mass. The 
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(bllowin^ is an example, observed at the Hospice dc la MaterniU*, under the 
care of Professor Deneux. ‘'' 

•‘A fcniaJe, ag-ed twenty-seven years, of good constitution, and prcviously 
healthy, was safely delivered of her second child, 4th April, 1827, ahi;r a ljd)Our 
of seven hours. She complained of .a pain in licr side; the* same day, and was 
bled, both generally and locally^ but some symptoms of pulmonic aifection 
continued till the 17th of the same month, when she com])luim<I, for tin* iirst 
time, of burning heat in her throat. The night was passed in great agitation, 
and, on the following clay, the tongue was observed to be swclloil, and an ery¬ 
sipelatous eruption covered the neck and shouldei’s. As there were some signs ^ 
of gastric derangement, an emetic was prescribed, and an oily piirg.\tivc. On 
the 19th, the patient complained of great general debility, but no local 
pain. Having exposed herself to cold by throwing olf the Ix tl-clotlics, the. 
erysipelas disappeared rather suddenly, and was succcc<ledby diarrlnra, urgent 
thirst, and cough. 22d. Cephalalgia was added. 23d and 21th. Showed symp¬ 
toms of low fever; but without any pain or tenderness of the abdomen. S)u* 
lingered till the 26lh, when she expired, never having complained of pain in 
the abdomen oi* uterine region. 

** J)i8seclion. The arachnoid was opake—many red points in the brain when 
sliced~no eflusioii in the ventricles, 'There was soim; yellowish sernm on the 
thoracic cavities—lungs sound—heart flacjfid. 'flicre was some yellowlsli ef 
fusion in the peritoneal cavity, but the peritoneum itself was lualthy. fin- 
mucous mcmbi*an<; of the cwcum and colon was intensely inllanied—Incr en¬ 
larged and softened—the uterus W'as so soft, tliat it wo»dd scarei ly bear band 
ling, especially in its anteifor parictes. 

“Ill two cases of puerperal fever, our author olisci'ved a similar niollnseene<'- 
of the uterus; and eases ore Quoted from Lippich and Xaumaii, sliowing llic 
same condition. 

“In the tliiid degree of uterine mollcsccnco, the disorgiinization amounts 
to almost a liquefaction or reduction of the viscus to an inorganic pulp. (Ic- 
nerally, this state is only partial—life not continuing till the whoU^ organ Is so 
clian^d- 7 >« 8 pecially in acute cases. For the most ]>art, (lie stomr di, heart, or 
other.vbcft^ipartakc in tl»esc mollcscence.s. 'I'he tissue thus softenevl, some 
times presCTVeS its natjiral colour—at other times it is pale, 'fhe parictes of 
the uterus •are more frequently in a state of atrophy than liypertrophy, when 
they arie morbidly softened. 

•‘The symptoms of this uterine mollescence arc voiy vague, and but litth' 
known—especially those attendant on the invasion of tlie diseiisi*. A sense of 
w^ght, or consti*aint in the pelvis—ilull pain in the hypogastrium, iliigmcntcd 
by pressure—utcx^nc hxmoiThage—.suppression of the lochia, (if in the period 
of accouchemcnb)—febrile exacerbations, &c. arc tlie usual accompaniments ot 
this disease; together with a remarkable ]A‘usti’ation of the mental and ph> sical 
powers, and a presentiment on tlie |>art of the patient, that deatli will ensue. 
Our author thinks—and the conjecture is rational—tiiat, if this disease he going 
on during iitcro-gcstation, tliere will be slow and laborious parturition, with 
probability of a dead foetus, uterine lijemorrhage, and other acchlcnts attendant 
on bad labours. It is also not improbable, that mollescencc of a portion of 
uterus may be very accessory to that dreadful occurrence, laceration of the 
oigan. This last supposition, indeed, is nearly convcrtetl into a certainty, by 
the cases of ruptured uterus put upon record by various authors. The rup¬ 
ture of other organs also, as the heart and stomach, in eases of moUcscencc of 
these parietes, is favoumhle to tliis supposition. 

•‘Tne progi'ess of moUescence of the uterus, is sometimes acute, sometimes 
chronic. The duration, of course, is veiy various. It may continue for many 
years, if the affection be jiartial, and if noting occurs to hurry forward tlic dis¬ 
ease. Witliout being able to say any thing decisive as to its comparative fre- 
cpicncy, our author thinks, that it is a malady by no means very rare. I’lio 
proximate cause is doubtf|U—it is not always the same. The mollescencc is 
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smnetinies a primitive affection—sometimes the effect of other diaeaaei, as of 
in flammation. In the first instance, it may be owing to a kind of defective nu¬ 
trition—in short, it may be a kind of atrophy of tlie organ, unaccompanied by 
.any supcp-irritation or excitation. There is little doubt, however, that dus mode 
of production is infinitely more rare than th.tt which results from inflammatory 
action in the part, acute or chronic. Our author is also of opinion, that there 
is another cause for this mollesccnce of the uterus—and that is, a putrid or‘de- 
}>raved state of the blood itself. Many cases which occurred to him at tl]^ 
Maternitu, arc in support of this doctrine; but, at present, he declines enter^lg 
fartlu'i on this path of investigation. >' 

“ The pro^msts is unfavourable—but more orless so, according to the degree 
of Intensity, and extent of the disease. The diagnosis is very difficult, and 
iTuist he gathered, if possible, from the few symptoms already described. In most 
cases, tile disease is only recognised after death. This, however, was the ease 
ill many othen* diseases, now well known by living indications, but formeriy un- 
distiiiguishable, from waiit of investigation. The same obsei^vations will apply, 
no doubt, to the treatment. It must be purely symptomaticat — that is, the ac¬ 
tual phenc^mena present must be attended to, and combated, if practicable. In 
some cjLscs the disease, when situated about the os, or cervix uteri, can be re¬ 
cognised by munuai examination. It is then for us to determine, by the existing 
symptoms, whether it is of an inflammatory nature, or the effect of atrophy^ 
and act accordingly.”— Ihid, from the lUpertoire. 

27. Gansxe.iie of Uit lung terminaiing ^wuroirt.—M. LAunfirr communi¬ 
cated to the Royal Academy of Medicine, a case of this kind. A lady had 'ex¬ 
perienced fromyoutli several attacks of hxmoptisis. In a journey whlcht^^^ Bi^ 
to Versailles, Ih 182o, she was seized with acute pmn in the right side 

which ) iehlcd to the application of twenty-four lceche% but which 
ail indescribable uneasiness of two or three days* duration. On the 4tli''miy, 
was seized with a violent and convulsive cough, succeeded by an abuxidjint 
expectoration of gi*eenish mailer mixed with a black substance, eml^Pg'a hor¬ 
rible gangrenous odour. This kind of expectoration continu^a lbog;lixiie, 
and it was ten months before she perfectly recovcretl.—.flewie ’ . / 

28. Instance, of Obliferatum of tlte Aorta opposite ili£ Jpourtk f}orsa/ 

lly Professor Mkckkj.. —A peasant, aged thirty-five years, previously in ^ood 
health, robust, and well-made, was, all at once, on the 18th January, seiaed 
with a scn;tc of great debility, while carrying a sack of gnun to market. &e 
was carried to the hospital immediately. The symptoms of syncope and vert)^ 
wci*c dissipated in a few hours; to which succeeded gastric iiTitability, pailtm 
the chest, total loss of appetite, bilieus vomiting, the pulse remaining little,id* 
tered. 13y the sixth day, the patient appeiu*ed to be completely cured—got 
up—and was walking about—but suddenly fell down dead. 

Disseetmn.'—On opening the thorax, tlie pericardium was observed to'be 
filled with black blood, occasioned by rupture of tlic right auricle, wbi^ was 
softened in its simcture. The aorta oscendens was found to be too much 
ililatcd for injection from that point—and, therefore,ligatures wero throirn on 
the left subclavian and carotid arteries, while the tube was fixed in the arteria 
imiominata. The injection was considered to be unsuccessful, and as the sub¬ 
ject h-ad been designed for a demonstration, it was thrown aside. On opening 
the abdomen, afterwards, the vesscls*were seen injected, as were thosC'of the 
lower cxlrcinities down to the feet. 'Flic examination being prosecute^, they 
found the aorta, immediately below the arterial ligament, reduced to the size <« 
a crow-fpiill, while a beautiful net-work of vessels wasseen between the trunks, 
going oft fixim the arch of the aorta, and the intercostals of the aorta dcsccndeiw. 
The said intcrcostals were very much enlarged, and had produced grooves in 
the I'ibs. From this circumstance it was infeiTcd, that the oblitci’ation of the 
aorta was aii afTection of long standing, and could ncJt possibly luivc dated fi*om 
No. V.—Nov. 18‘28. [2(>] 
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the late attack of syncope, six days previously. The man must, lliercforo, 
have, not only survived the cause of the obliteration, wJiatcvcr it was, but lived 
in good health for many years afterwards. On cnc[ujr>', all that could be learnt, 
was, that this man had been very oflen ill in his youthj but atlcrw'ui'ds had 
grown up strong and inusculur.— .Idui'n/il Cowplcmcnluire. 


29. Case of Mollo-cenn- of Me Coain rf Ihc Stomach, lly M. Ciiomei,.— 1’he 
following case is highly insM-uctivc, as showing the great disorganization that 
xn^ exist in the stomach without its producing any considerable s}mpalhetic 
disturbance in the system <ir 1‘cbrile aelion. We espcciidly recommend to the 
attention of our readers, tlie eonclmllng remarks of the cilitor of the Medicu- 
Qhiruigicsl Review. It must be evident to every man of reflection and obser¬ 
vation that experience uhne is by no means a safe teacher; it !>\il eoniirins fools in 
their folly, tlic wise only learn from it. 

•*CabX.-“A married woman, aged twenty-two years, who liad liad one child, 
bocjKme troubled with a considerable mxiiorrhagia in the beginiiitigof the year 
189r, at wliich period she w:us also exposed to several moral emotions of a dis- 
tresnng nature. Nevorthrlcss she became pregnant, and expcrienceil almost 
constat malaise—anorexia—thirst—lenderness at the epigastrium alter eating 
—iind, finally, vomiting of yellow and bitter matter.H. It w'as three days uflcr 
tl^b commencement of these move serious symptoms that she entered I.a C barite, 
VIZ. on the 24th May, 1827. The expression of tlic countenance was natiir.il, 
as was the state of tlic skin and tongue—^thc pulse was scarcely rjuickened— 
thirst very moderate—-epigtetrium veiy tender on pressure, but tbo abdoincu 
80^‘and indolOnt. Each day she had ten or twelve vomitings of bilious matters, 
streaks of blood—stools regular. Leeches were applied to the e])i- 
gaitjntBl^'^nd fomentations, lavements, diluents, See. were cinploVod, but willi- 
out Alipeds. The vomitings continued—the lendeiniess of llie epigastrium 
increased—the tongue was sometimes red, or shining—sometimes nalurai. 
Opium, for a time, mminislicd the sickness, but ultimately failed. On tbo 2‘ltli 
June, tfa^,^knes6 suddenly ceased—and tlic epigastric pain vanisl;L^d ^ ’'drcly. 
But fUld emaciation advanced, and she e\])irod on the 9tli July, no vo- 

nutinj|bijlvmg"occurred for a foi*tnight before dissohilion. 

** Dts^etion. On opening tlic abdomen, the sloinach was found torn from llie. 
cai^dhte*orifice to about the middle of its anterior surface; but witliout any ex¬ 
travasation into the abdomen.' A great poi*tiun of the mucous UK-inbrane of 
this organ was completely destroyed; and some pai-ts of tiic inusciilar and jieri- 
ton^l coverings were so soft and tliin as to be niptuved almost by liaiitlliiig 
There were only a few red patches in the mucous membrane of the 
i^lwnes. The ulcnis contained a foetus of three months. 

JUmarks. This was an extremely wdLI-maikctl case of gastritis, (of the 
iBwoiis membrane,) as far as pathology w^as concemed. Hut it is not a little 
re ny ^ b le that, wliile such a dreadful disorganization was going foi’ward In a 
vinii.yiscus, there should be so little febrile disturbance in the .svsteni. The 
pulse and skin scarcely evinced any deviation from a state of health, and tlie 
was often natural. The cessation of tlie vomiting too, for a fortnight 
death, was an occiurencc not to be expected, according to tlu; ideas 
v^l^h are formed from elementary instruction, and systematic descrijUions of 
It is from clinical cxpi rience, and from faithful clinical reports, that 
®J3^ becomes stored with the knowledge of those almost infinite varieties 
diseases, the w^ant of which 'knowleilge renders the praciitioiuT 
lia8|HMerpetnal error in jirognosis and diagnosis. The apparently dry dc- 
taijslim^ase of tliis kind are quite wearisome, if not disgosting to the young, 
and esp ^ffl y to the routine practitioner. But we can tell them, that a careful 
penjnl 4|fpich cases is one of the best modes of disciplining the mind for re¬ 
ceiving aignirate impressions at the bed-side of sickness. 'I'hcrc is a very pre¬ 
valent idea among professional men, that practice alone makes the gocul and 
successful practitioner. ^\c deny it—and this denial is grounded on more than 
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years of careful observation, not only of diseases, but of m^n. In all 
that coiirbC of time we never knew a j^-ood and a successful practitioner who did 
not read and study as well as observe. It is usual for the lazy man of experi¬ 
ence to tpiotc John Hunter, as an example of |^cat eminence, without reading*. 
M)t liaving* known John Hunter, we cannot speak as to his J9rac//ea/talents; but 
tlie f()reg*oin,i:** opinion is the result of what we have seen among our own ac- 
<Hiaintunccs, which arc not very few. It is fashionable to dpride books and 
study; but, for ojtr own parts we have no hesitation in alHrming, that nine teirths 
of our in'udical knowleilge would never liavc been accpilrcd, baditnotbcenjhr 
Hiat d’scijjhnc which results from studying the pnicticid observations of othel!v. 
Tins sentiment from gray luiii's may probably have some weight with those who 
think that every thing is to be gained by the of diseases, and little or no- 
tlilng* fi'orn rrJUclion excited by reading. Not a day passes—>not a day has 
passed for twenty*ycars, that we have not seen the most outrageous errors com¬ 
mitted by men who pride themselves on never consulting any thing but their 
own experience. Such men were born in darkness—live in darkness—and will 
die in darkness.”— Medico-Chirurgical Rev, July, 1828, from the Revue M6d* 

30. f.V/Jf* of 'Tumour of fhe. Cerebellum. By Jos>:tMi IIuitltoit, Esq.— In OUT 
original department will be found three c;ises Ulusti’ative of tlic pathology .of the 
7 icrvoiis s} llic following cast*, related by Mr. lloulton in the Jjondon f/Stdi- 

ad Iteposilnry find Itt vitWy for ,9prih 1828, is interesting as tending to the saitie 
]>oiut, as is also the case by Mr. Stanley in oui* department of physiology, Art. 
7, p. 187. • 

*Mohn Hurlin, though of small stature, was a strong-looking lad, with light 
hair, vyi .s, and coniplcxiuii; his usual employment was husbandry. He had been 
from ciilldlim'Al sub ject to occasion;il attacks of head-ache, but was ne^iCr^eless 
a tlirhiug, active hoy, until he airivcd at llie age of twelve; the head-ftt^e be¬ 
came; now more frecpientatid severe; sometimes, on waking in the morning, he 
would coiu]>l:iin of coiisidei'alilc distress in the head, and whilst working in the 
liclds..^e p^in Mould suddenly seize him, and oblige him to leave his employment. 

“ fn Noa ember, 18iy, when fourteen years of age, he became muchtirorse; the 
pain M as tin n atten<le<l by gi’c:it ]>rostratlon of strength and violent retchings. 

1 was called in to see biiu on the 9tli of Hcccmbev. 1 found him in bed, and 
lu; had just t)u'<iwn up a quantity of greenisli fluid from the stomach'; he ap« 
j)e;iri*(l rather comatose; his skin cool; his ])ulse*feeble; he answered qiie^bns 
re;idily; he said he felt filnt and cold; he had not, when I first saw him, much 
paiulntliv head, but said 1 hut lie had, when the pain came on, * siudi snape and 
craeleH in hh head,* and he’rcferred the scat of the pain to the forehead. His 
mother said tluit lie had often requested her to apply licr ear to his, that she 
might licar the uolse in his head, and she liad done so, and had 'heard a uoisc 
there, like the singing of a tea-kettle just before it boils;’ but tills was proba¬ 
bly all imaginary. She said, she thought it * something very remarkable .that 
he should be some days so bad that he appeared as if dying, and that the next 
flay he should lie apparently well. lie would frequently say on his better days 
that, he was quite ashamed that he had complained of being ilK’ When in pain, he 
usually placed his hand upon his forehead, and then upon the occiput, llolcfing 
the head tlown woukl bring on the pain; so would turning it suddenly; he car¬ 
ried it bui'k, inclining to the left shoulder; which ga\e liini the appcui'ance of 
having a wry neck. 

“ Ills appetite was by no means impaired; the bowels were costive. 1 pro- 
motetl a rolaxaticm of the bowels with calomel an<l jalap, ami gave him volatile 
alkali, in camphor julep, which he look with much sulisfaction, saying It made 
him feel better, 'fhe calomel and jalap were occasionally repeated, and he 
W’;is cupped and blistered. 

“ He die<l rallicr suddenly on the 26lh December, for on Hie morning of that 
d.i>, lie did not appear m oi*sc tliaii he had frcfjueully been hi fore; in the uftcr- 
.Moon, his mother lliougld he did not seem sensible, <br lie IbixM Ills ariu.sabout. 
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and used very unusual gestures^ and in about an hour after^ she noticed that hf 
was seized with convulsions, and soon died, apparently without p:un. 

In dissecting the brain, several ounces of clear fluid were found in the 
ventricles; tlic septum hicidiim was laccnitcd; the plexus choroides pale. In 
the left lobe of the cerctbellum was found a globular substance, about the si?^ 
of a large chesnut, weighing givss.; externally, this tumour m’us very vascular; 
internally, it was uniformly pale, of a pimrosc colour; in texture, it was tough, 
more particularly in tlie centre/’ 


31. IHaeaaea of tKe Hetisti mused hy Onanism ,—“ Dr. Khimek, of Audi, has 
lately published an interesting paper on this subject. Our own experience has 
furnished us with several opportunities of seeing cases of the kind he describes; 
and as the subject has not hithcitu been particularly discussed, we shall give the 
leading points of his cummunication. Dr. K. is of opinion that disc:isc» of tiic 
heart, wnich have increased so much within tlic last twenty yeui's, do not always 
depend upon organic alteration, but are very frequently produced by tlie bane- 
fill and lamentably frequent practice of the vice of onanism. Ilcad-achcs, great 
andety, palpitations, faintness, an oppression and unusual sensibility iu tlie ej)i- 
gaitric region, are tlic first symptoms produced. They increase in icvcrity in 
pipp'pvtion as tlic subject gives way to the gratification of his unnatural ]>n)])cn- 
niy. Slid quickly diminish, or cease idtogctlier, if he abandons it. 'I'd supjiuil 
his opinions, M. K. states many cases. He enumerates the following symptoms 
as pathognomonic of such aflcctlons of the heart; by an attention to wliic)], the 
practitioner wtUi be enablccVto distinguish the tmin of syinptoins from other dis- 
eaios which are not unfrequently suspected. 

'••1* The hair loses its natural brilliaiicy, is remarkably diy, and frequently 
8|i!uiia at the extremities. It falls ofl* easily and in hirge cpiantiVes, especially 
non the^jrore part of the bead. In persons affected with consumption, or orga¬ 
nic ditease of the heart, the hairs appear well nourished, and rarely fall oil’. 

2. The eyes are dull, downcast, frequently full of tears, and without cx- 
pression^ and deeply sunken in tlieu* orbits. The edges of the eyelids are red- 
oidif and'ittrrounded by a bluish tint. In phtliisicril patients, and those with or- 
ganic.j^tease of the heart, the eyes ai'c brilliant, and always preserve their na- 
titfftl Citpression and vivacity. In young females, at the up]>roaeh of incnstnia- 
tUMi» ft blue circle is commonly observed around tiie eyes, but here also their 
brilUftney is undtminished. 

The patient appears very timid, and unwilling to look other people in 
the &ce. 

Periodical head-ache is common, extending from the occiput towards 
the forehead. 

‘*5. The power of sight is diminished; the appetite is lost; tlie tongue is 
Uluilly loaded. A slight cough, short anct difficult respiration, arc generally 
preset; but still the patient can draw a deep insjiiration. 
t' Pains in the stomach, with weight and pre.ssure in tlic epigastric region. 
Patients witn organic diseases of the heart have occasionally those symptoms, 
but in such cases, they arc not accompanied by those above enumerated. 

“7. A general feeling of lassitwle, and feebleness of the limbs, witli pains in 
the lower part of the back. We would add also, that pain and tliwlibing of tlie 
testicles, with uneasy scnsjitions vhooting up the spermatic cord, arc fi’cqueiitly 
(^^plplaincd of. 

• ■-••8. The perspiration has a dull and sw^ietish odour, similar to that of infants 

atUft haiis t. 

. jPge vice of onanism be touched upon in conversati n, the agtation and 
embftnaHI'fent of the p.-itient invariably betray Iiim. 

“ lO.jlf the practice be continued, the mind is at length enfeebled, tlie pa¬ 
tient 18 incapable of mental or bodily exertion, and sinks into a state of somno- 
Icncy/’—AoW, Med. Gaz. Vul. /. No 19,/rom llufdand*s Journal. 
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^ 32. Rupture of the Stomaeltt produced by Vomiting,-^. N. "Wbkke?, Esq. re-* 
]ato5, in the fourteenth volume of the Medico-Chirurgieal 'Trtinsaetions, the fol¬ 
lowing* case. A man, set. 34, had been subject to athicks of ])ain in bis sto¬ 
mach foi* two years; tliese pains generally went oil* with vomiting. About 
• C4iristm:is he vomited a large quantity of bl fod, since whicli time his health has 
been much impaired, the attacks of pain and vomiting being more frequent. 
“ On tile evening of April 13th he was brought to St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
suffering great pain, extending from the epigastrium over the whole al .omen. 
There was nausea, but neither tenderness nor tension of tlie abdomen; pt^e 
frequ<'*nl, tongue clean. He attributed these symptoms to having drank some 
shi'ub and water, having had a similar attack a week before, after indulgence 
in spirituous liquoi's. On the following day the pain was better; but at eleven 
at night lie had another attack of excriicialing pain*—the abdominal muscles 
hard and contr.icted, but tlie belly not tender on pressure; pulse small and fee¬ 
ble. Sixty drops of laudanum were administered, and not giving relief, were 
repeated; still, however, without benefit, astlie])ain continued for about two 
hours, when he was scirxd with violent vomiting. The pain was now rather 
belUT, and tlie vomiting ceased; but the patient sank rapUUy, and died at four 
o'clock iif the morning. 

** On opening tlie alxlomen, the stomach was observed to be flaccid 
cm])ty, and its contents, which consisted of a large quantity of dark brown fluid, 
were effuse;! into the peritoneal cavity, tJirough a ragged opening situated on 
its anterior siiifacc, and near the oesophageal orifice. The rupture extended 
from below tin: lesser areli of the stomach to nearly cardiac extX^mity, and was 
about four inrlies in Icnglii. Tlxc three membranes were not tom equallj^'tbe 
rupture of tlie peritoneal extending an inch farther than that of the musculp^ or 
mucous coat.> On the posterior surface of the stomach was a laceratiot^ foeawT' 
ing three inches In Iciigtli; and there were two or three small ones, from an inch 
to an inch and a half in Icngtli, at its great arch. These Jacerations extei^ed 
only through tlie peritoneal coat of the stomach, tlie musfflali* and mucous tu¬ 
nics ro^ainiiig ])crfectly whole. The mucous membrane of tlie stomach was 
linoa with ?great deal of dark-coloured secretion, beneath which thd ‘metnbrane 
itself was of a deep red colour throughout; its texture was softened,-and jpar- 
tially empi'.yscmatoiis; tlie stomach, in other respects, appeared healthy. The 
liver was pale iiiul softened; tlie gall-bladiler contained a calculus; the strytture 
of the spleen was unusually soft; tlie otlier viscera were healthy. 

** The remarkable features in this case are tlie extent of the rupture of (he 
stomach, ;;viUi so little disease of its coats, there being no thickening or ufoeta- 
tion at the part where it gave way.” 

i)r. Crampton,* Mr. Travcrs,f and Dr. Abercrombie,^ have related eases of 
riiptiu*e of the stomach, but in thcgi there was ulceration of the c^ts of that 
organ. L:dlcmand,|| lias published a ease in which, on dissection^ the CJ^ty 
of tlie peritoneum w:is found full of half-digested fo^; the anterior and ifl^ddle 
part of the stomach was torn obliquely from its small towards its great 'Curva¬ 
ture, to the extent of five inches. The edges of the rupture were thin, irre¬ 
gular, and presented no marks of disease. I'he Arcc coats of the stomach were 
not torn to an ct^ual extent, nor exactly in the same direction; the niptiire of 
tile peritoneal was hu'gcr than the muscular coat, and the mucous membrane 
was tlie least extensively lacerated. A mass of .sclrrhus, an inch and a half in 
extent, surrounded the pylorus. The other parts of the stomach were perfect¬ 
ly healthy. • ^ 


•Mitlico-cliinirjpcal T».inwctions, Vol. VIU. tlbkt JEd. McU. andSaig. JouBi.fttrlBa4» 
|j Dictiuiiairc dcs Sc. MciL Art. Iluptun-. 
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33. Pf/i'olif'ni'ou.% Jltid. —M. Schultz, of Kassan, recommends tins ficid as a 
very sure and prompt r(*mcdy for producing cicatrization of phagedenic ulcc'rs 
of the feet.— Journal dc Chini. Mt'd. Jlprily 1K28. 

34. On the Viie in Pn'rr.^ of the Sulphate of Quinine and of the Quinquina .— 
M. Miguel made a report to the Royal Academy of Medicine on the 22d of April 
last, on a memoir of M. Vulpes, of N.ijjIcs, on the use of tlie sulpliale of <|uiniiic 
and quinquina in fevers. M. V. gives tlie preference to the sulphate of (piininc 
in the ti*catment of intermittent fevers, sub'Orbital neuralgia, tlyspe])sia, &.c. 
wliUst he prefers tlic rpiinqiiina in substance in fevers, formerly denominatc<l 
putrid, wUch usually proceed from sedative mlasniata exhaled from individuals 
crowded together in small and badly ventilated apartments. 

M. V., a parti.san of the ltdian doctrine, distinguishes the fever, called jail or 
hospital fever, from contagious typhoid fevers, such as the petechial fever, the 
yeUow fever, which, in the Italian system, are'regarde<l as inflammatory, and 
he rests the opinion on the following fact In March, 1825, there \v1ts so gi’eat 
a if^ipwd of patients at the Maison d’Aversa, in Naples, ihattliey wej-c constrain¬ 
ed to lodge them in a convent, whicli was unprepared for their reception. The 
filthiest among them, who were the most numerous, were shut up iii a confined 
dwmitoiy, which was in a remarkably dirty state. Very speedily a fever made its 
appearance, yrhlch was at first looked upon as pctecluu), and treated aiitiphlu- 
girtically.' The disease made rapid progress, and liccame ver\ fatal, 'f he sid- 
phkte of quinine was llicn employed, winch aggravated all the syinploins. ’fhe 
qui'nq^ifta in substance was next used, and witJi the ha 2 >pie.st cHcet: it was ad- 
nfinistered to the amount of half an ounce daily. 

M. V.‘offers the flowing explanation of the fact of quinine curing certain 
fevers, but not ans^ring as a substitute for the bark in olhers. The operatic)!! 
of the bark* he says, is not anti-febrlle but anti-pcriodiciil. It is of 
against feV'er, but acts in opposition to that unknown condition of the system 
which-produces the periodical accc.ssions. It is moreover tonic and corroborant. 
Wlien fever is the result of inflammation, the bark can never be given w ith s!ic- 
ccsSi bat if it be owing to a simple re-action of the system against deleterious 
agents wliich tend to weigh down the vital powers, tlie medicine should be ad¬ 
ministered in substance. In intermittents arising from inarsli miasmata, and 
other analogous causes, Uic bark and its sulphate are equally a2)plic4ih1e, the last 
being preferable, as leiis nauseous and more conveniently acUninistered. 

‘ M. Vulpes Strenuously combats the doctrine offeversfrom this origin, dc{)ond- 
ing upon internal phlcgmasias, but admits /hat partial inflammations may take 
plMe during.course, and even from the effect of an intennittent fever. Hut 
he regards such inflammation as merely a symptom demanding local treatment, 
whilst the general state of the system demands the employ ment of tonics and 
specific remedies. 

The reading of this report^gave rise to a long discussion, in the course of 
vhicb one member expressed his regret that M. Vulpes had not hroiiglit a sin¬ 
gle autopsia to support his positions. Other members reported c xjicrimenls 
made w*ith the sulphate of quiiuuc administered in glysters, wlien its cxlilbilioii 
ouerwise was prevented. M. Chomel stall ■ ' .it he had frecpicntly given the 
sotphat^ of quinine extremely large doses, to tlie amount even of slxty-lwo 
grsl^'ft'day, without having observed either gastric inflammation or any of the 
uiAvournbl&^cmsequences usually attributed to this racdi<.luc.— Revue MeJi- 

eakyAfay,WK: 

35. New Prqyaratiomf Butanm f ('opaiba. —In conscrpicncc'of the di^gusU 
ing flavour of balsam of cojiaiha, and of tJic frequent aduilcralions cif that 
valuable medicine, M. Dufilanc, Jr- luis employed the volatile oil hiprefereJice 
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V llic balsam itself. This oil is very cflicacioiis, whilst the rosin-is nearly 
incil. MM. Jhiril and Cuillcricr have witnessed tlie success of this mode of 
ailministcring the copaiba in thirty-three patients \\lu> were ctired in five or six 

<luVS. 

-M. Diihhinc foiTTis a spirit of copaiba by d.ilillinj^ the essential oil with two 
thirds of its weiiflit of alcohol. (Sp. gr. 8J7.) This is nearl\ free from the un¬ 
pleasant smell and flavour of tin* (Irng. 

** M. Miathes states, that if bals. copaiba; be mixed with a seventcentu of its 
wciglit of pure magnesia, it will aequirc a ilegrec of solidity sufficient to allow 
it to be formed into pills.”— Ikrue MviUmk. 

.36. Olcxitn Jiiemi —M. I. woikb slates that llie repeated employment of this 
oil as a purgative,Ji:is t\v iee produced on binisclf a pruriginous eniption, or red¬ 
ness anil itching, at the wrists and bendings of the knees, ye^j^e oil was neither 
rancid nor bitter. 

Ci7. On Phosphnnis ns a Cmijih'c .—Dr. rArtiAiii) has lately written an in¬ 
teresting artiele on this subject. Keflecting c- the ra])idity with which phofl- 
pborus destro} s the tissues to which it is appi .1, tin- doctor conceived the 
idea of employing it as a revulsive upon the skin, to remove chronic inflaqiipa- 
tionsofthe \iseera, of the muscles, or Joints. It is more convenient and quicker 
in its operation than moxa. A piece of phosphorus, about half the size. c^ a 
lentil, placed oii the skin and set fire to, produces great pain, cauterizesdee^f, 
and to as great an exU nt as an ordinary cotton mofa. Twenty seconds sdfii^ 
fortliisoperation. 'ritescncw'mo.xiusmaybe made ofall sizes; they can be apj^P^ 
in a greater or less number, one at a time, or all at once, according to case 
in which the/ arc employed. The author has applied twenty-four at on^ Updh 
the loins, for the cure of a lumbago that had resisted all ordinary mea^. a 
c:isc of iicumlgia aflecting the thigh and ham, Dr. Paillard placed thirty small 
moxas from tiie tuberosity of the ischium to the tendo achillis; they weite-all 
(iglit». ? . i i» t i»? .same lime, and extinguished in fifteen seconds,■each;«brOducizig 
un eschar as large as a fu'f.-saus piece. The patient, (who him not Seen able 
to got relit-r from cupjiing the whole extent of the limb,) w’as quickly cii^d* 
'I'he phosphonr. inai he. al.so employed to destroy a discas^ tissue, ortO chli)[)^ 
llu- eliaraetcr of a wotind or ulcer. Dr. P. says, that he has cured a'WOlhin 
M vty-fiv e ) ears of age, w l>o had sufTored for eighteen months from a cancerous 
wart under the lobe of the left ear, of the size of a very small pea; upon which 
:i piece of phosphorus of about twice that size was applied; au eschar covered 
the little tumour, which was detached in six days, and the patient speedify 
cured. This method is very useful in tliosc timid patients who are.-alarmcdby 
the ])ri-psnitions for tlie common m»xa; for scarcely does this caustic- be^n.to 
act before its opcTation is o^ er, and } cl it has as great an effect as that prQdqc- 
cd hy tiie long-runtimicd pain of the ordinary moza, which becomes 1n% p- 
portable from the time it occupies .—La CHnique* 


PRACTICE OP MEDICINE. 

* * • 

38. Dtificnlcry curvd by NitrgJc of Soda, —M. Mater slates, that In an epi- 
denjy of dj scntcry whicli lately prevailed in Germany, he obtained great- suc¬ 
cess with this remedy; the rate of mortality scarcely exceeding one irt'fiftjr* 
The method he adopted was to give from .^ss, to of the salt in ‘eight ounces 
of glim watt;r. It is uildcd, that though analogous to common nitre, that tjjis 
last has not the same cil'ect wlien tried as a substitute for the othc-r.-^Z/u/e/tfiu/’s 
JoJirnul. 

■ 30. M. Jamelot’s Tnahnent iff'ruup, —“ JI. J.adclot considers the croup as 
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a kind of {tnpna of the air passage, presenting more violent symptoms, anJ 
having true paroxysms separated by well marked intermiltents of special cha¬ 
racter. He admits different degrees in the disease according to its intensity, but 
withonl changing opinion as to its nature. Jllecding by leeches and emetics 
are the agi^nts the m«'st employctl in the treatment of croup. Tlic emetic alone 
has offen sufficed to stop the disease, especially when it takes place in weak, 
pale, and bloated subjects? but in tile opposite cases he insists on the applica¬ 
tion of leeches, and allows the blood to flow long enough for the infant to be¬ 
come pale, and the pulse to lose its strength. If the bleeding be too soon stopped 
there is a danger of not aiTcstiiig the progress of the evil, and a result, which 
is at least troublesome, is, that of being obliged to apply more leeche.s. 

'‘After the bleeding, M. Jadclot causes vomiting, several times in succes¬ 
sion, .at Intervals of two or three hours, and the practice i» attended by tlie 
greatest success, ftir the children find themselves relieved each time that they 
have vomited. 

“ When the croup has amved at the second period without having been op¬ 
posed, and the presence of a false membrane is suspcctoil, M. Jadclot directs 
leeches to be applied, but from the moment that they full off he lisistcns to 
}>roduce vomidng, and it is in this ease that he employs by spoonfuls, evi'ry ten 
minutes or quarter of an hour, the mixture culled anti-crmipal,* until be lias ob¬ 
tained vomiting. He insists equally upon derivatives used upon the skin or in 
the intesdnal canal? he advises also to provoke sncc/.ing. 

When the disease is vejy rapid, it has been a question whether we ought 
tq Commence by bleeding or emetic. M. Jadelotis opinion is, that we should 
ble^ first if the infant be robust, and if it present signs of congestion towards 
the superior parts? on the contrary, he would commence by vomiti^ng, v hen the 
subject is pule and exhausted, and there is little beat and fever.”— Jiatier*s 
Medical Outde to Patie, 


40, Case o/ Gout. By M. Mssriviun.—“Gouty affections conceal themselves 
under so many diflferent forms, that it is often very tlifliciiU for tlu* iiirp§r‘i.'xpc- 
rience^ physiclanHo follow them through all their modifications. M. Mestivier 
has had the advantage of many years’ practice in a country where gout is al¬ 
most endemic, and the following case be adduces as a very curious one 

**The Prince of M'^agram, upwards of sixty years of age, of a bilious and san¬ 
guineous temperament, strong constitution, bud for a lung time been subject, 
as Soitumn came on, to attacks of gout, which increased in violence after ei\cb 
attack. The seat of the disease generally was in the feet. The yoJr preced¬ 
ing the campiugn of Moscow, the prince had the severest attack be liad ever 
had: it wasvnecessary to have recourse to bleeding to reduce the inflammatory 
action: this had the effect, and the attack gradually declined, and went away in 
(iftejen or twenty days. 

"In the campaign rf 1812, the prince, from the pressure of circumstances, 
was exposed to groat fatigue, and obliged to use a great deal of exercise, ainl 
tQ this cause perhaps he owed an exemption from his usual attack. How ever, 
the privatioms lie had suffered, and the influence of Climate, visibly affected 
hIs health, and it was with some difficulty he reached Posen, wliero he was 
obliged to lay up in bed. M. M'*stivier was called to see him, and found him 
,ajl|PRBring intensely: bis face, and e very part of the body, was of a deep yellow? 
WV sad and uneasy? lips dry and witljout colpiir? tongue a little moist, but 
a thick yellow coating? great thirst; frequent hiccup on di‘inking? 
re^Mpl^fflbort and oppressed? no cough or palpitations. The epigastric rc- 

patient would not suffer to be touched, presented nothing 
partfraltf^'^liut witliin twenty-four hours it bad become the seat of so acute a 
pain, that the weight even of the sliirt was insupportable. Tliis pain, which 


• Aiiti-cmiiitnl Mixtiirr.—K. IiiAtis. four uunvu—Syr.IjHcucuuiiha, uni; ilruclim—0.\>m«l 
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e pahcnt compared to a tooth-aclic, slretchi d over towards tlic 
chdnclriiitn^ the abdomen M’as sotl to the feel, but bliig'^isli m its l-'oi* 

the last tlircc days there Iiad lie<Mi no e^acllation, allhoug'h some ^viillc apo. 
rh nls hn/l l)een used; the tirine was scanty, red, and deposited :i l>i']ck-colouv- 
adlicriu^ to tlie vessel. Pulse Wiis sniull, coraprcssc*l, very ipiick, but 

reg’ular. 

“ Takin|f all llic symptoms into account, the case was considered ns one of 
g'all-stones passing tlirough the biliary canals. Ol. Ilicini, and a smatl ca> 
thartic enema, were prescribed. The oil was rejected, but from the other 
means there was so copious an alvinc dischai^e that the ])aticnt Ihintcd. No 
atlvAiitag'c accrued fi-om this; the case became serious, tlie dang'er augmenting' 
etcry hour. 


It was now suspected that It might be a case of cmilic gout, and ir- 
ritatlng baths and ■inapisms were ordered to the feet, lie p:issed a slei^less 
nig-lit. The next day there was no amendment, and the patient was very l0w. 
A Idisier was applied to the epigastrium. Four hours after the application 
of the blister, the feet were examined: the left was reddened from the ejects 
of the means used, but not in the least poinfid; the right, on tite contraiyi'^^s 
much swoyen, red, and excessively painful, and having a trell cAi^terai^Ilt 
of gout. From this time the other and alarming symptoms gave ^ 

fortnight the Prince was completely recovered.”—>Zoru/. 

Jluiiustj lH2b. . 

41. Ohaftnaif. cured by the •Sdual Cautery.—** A wiXtnan, thii4^ 

years of age, of a \ci‘y susceptible habit of body, aild weak to liealtt^ whm ^ 
menstruated iiTcgiihirly, and suflcred much mental anxiety, was 
1 arked with yolent .and repeat ed hiccoughs. They uenolly cctrscd towaa^ tusd^ 
time, but were alw ays increased in violence if the patient attempted to p^rfbrai 
any active duty. At (he time she presented herself to M. Dupoyt^i^tlh^i;^- 
roxysnis of iilcciip were extremely violent. He determiiied^o entjploy 
niepu s Ics phis cncrgiipicb^** and the actual cautery was selected^as thaVbest 
ada]Aci?Vt^.roeure relief. A red-hut iron, of an oval ^omju^out^ 
dhunetir, was applied opposite flic xiphoid cartilage,.)!^ pan r^- 
dened, tlic skin only was destroyed, and, after several applidttiohs, the 
w( re pcrnuinently cured. About ten years ago, M. Dupuytren treated'O 
lar case in tlic same manner with equal success.”— Journal ^ 

>12. On the Vue of Miratry in Vetiercal Complmntt. liy S. 

FiStp—Mr *lli*ouglitoii, in an interesting paper published iii the first VoltfCBMptif 
the London Medical Gtizeite^ says, that he has “ ti^en about ^Arec 
fifty rccortlcd cases of ulcers of the peni% admitted.and treat^inlthe 
iiu'iitul ho.xpltal of the 2nd J.ife Guards, one hundred and fifU^''^^ttuch. w^ 
pear to have used mercury in difierciit forms and proportions,'0m£Brdi0^||Bn 


periods of time; so that about two hundred <md tfdrf'y^ve caiMfa,^ • 
symptoms, following sexual intercourse, hare beeh'nealea by other it^eawiffiLn 
mercurial remedies, a^ well as many not in the list. 

The number of SMOndary cases of symptoms following the primary yene- 
rcal disorder during the same period, amounts to about tweniydwo <kd of (hrfe 
hundred and fifty* And, upon following up the namitivc of &ese, it appeals^ 
tliut the majority were generally simple cases of lichen,* which got well t whh- 

' ri' 

_* Tl)f followiiic env may serve as nn examMe of in p^caltliy vonttHodM, whOfaiBllMMcMd 
(liatliL'sis or easuuliy luuditii'i the b) mpfunw. £• M. S pdvpte lolctirv, >kos ad{lBj)iio,.Allgn^^^SSW, 


u iihoiji iliiiK t'l '• 1. I lilt «ns H«' uxik sar^tarif/a, and on the StIIi i»e waa cna> 

rhiirK<-(l In In'! tint) iH'iUrtiy ciin'd. In vonif ul tlu’si* nisei iiualiduses ih theoi ymunatttfi^W 
hine bt-(ii eoiiilihiea «ith the snnnparilhi, Mhrn the can- asRUiDed a chronicfoiTO, and aid not be- 
fonn- quickly cmuhI, inii in must cuws it wa» not used, niui in none bin jna very tnuill oepree* 

• No. V.—N(i\. 1828. l_2rj ♦ 
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4ncdi 


out mercury, ami in no lontj time. The ffreater part of those eases which wep^ 
protractCil, uml :itlc*n<U*il with ulcers of the throat, jiains of the uo<lc!», 

8tc. were oi-lg^iiialiy treated with nuTciiry in the hospital, ami the rest ahowtal 
that mercury had hceii clamlcstinely pi*odiircd at some period or other dnrinj^ 
the progress of the complaints. ’11»e simple eases of lichen, ^c. were eliielly 
found amongst tlie n.cn mil treatt'd with mei'cury, irhilr. the protractul and 
iroubluonie eaHcn oceurrett with those who had he.cn fnlli/ mdtjtetejtto its opertdton.* 
Since the use of mercurial saturation has l)ecn suspended, no cases have occur¬ 
red to throw any distrust upon the proj)ricty of the pr.icticc; and the few cast s 
ofnectondary symptoms were generally mild and trifling compared with those 
which followed mercurial treatment, and readily yieldetl without mcrcui’}’. 

^ not pretend to enter upon any nice discriminations of practice, or to 
between cases retpuring and eases not retpiiring meremy, noi’ to 
as mereiiiy will aggravate. Indeed, 1 am aw':»re of no satisfactory 
I the pnictitioiier in this respect, hut tliose whicli lie himself de- 
jbund judgment and experience. 1 wdsh merely to assist in esla- 
^.t^'reot, that venereal sores admit of treatment witluml mci*curv, and 
.dfAlarm; the sccomlaiy evils of mercury being usually far im»ir 
“in diMe which arise from venereal taint, and tliat tho,.onc ease is 
fbr the other. Consequently, it appears to me, that there is 
in omitting to puiih a tnercurial course than in adopting it; tiiai 
^ few cases occur requiring mercury; that the perils of mercury 
ict,l^ulfo]d and that at all times it entails more or less p<'V- 

|ve;i 9 feDce and atinoyhnee, and frequently leads to a train of ulilniato 
trhich cr^neous inferences arc made*, and an useless, if not 
jmctioe adopted, tlie eifects of which cannot be furseen, ami their 
su^ can calculate upon. ^ 

J!fl my dispensary practice T have had frequent occasion to observe the 
' ingfr m poshing a course of mercury, when the patient is not under the 
1^8 tontroj, ss to diet, t^perature, &c. An error made in tlie treatment 
l' on the penis with persons going about, ami exposed to f-'udden chungi s 
^ wind^ or wet, is too often iiTetricvablc. 'Krtf^.'.vming 

JjgiiftysPS hot living on llic best diet, nor possessing sound 
htful examples of the imprudeut use of inerciiiy ; the 
t|[isl^frQpl some cause or other best known to tlicmselves, there arc 

practice,) who arc constantly disposed 1o altri- 
Itnd deficient mercurial satumtion. I'liis propensity, in- 
Ijiper (mice to hf^c Imard very satisfactorily accounlcil for in a me- 
by a Caoi^^avowjU, that if the anti-mercurial mania cun- 
*it wMd ^rvH^iothtmaothecariesand^nicralpriirfiiioners.' 
'fhe ^feretfee drawn this Ubertd sentiment was, that it is l>etti r 

side, find not to hazard the iidoption of modern heretical opt 
*-avUdorn and. experience of our ancestors' ** 

B^e^l^iptisresting cases illustrative his ^ iew's, but our li- 
mit^cnniti» Jo copy them. The following arc the conclusions at 
which he has arrived:-— 

Thftt all the,forms in which venereal complaints present thcmm lves, an 
lovedw^out tlie aid of mcromy; and this is more csprriallv and ro- 
the cm in regard to the secondary symptoms of tlie disease. 

SRUry has form•. rly been, and frequently is slill, used in an mi- 
eel, and highly dangerous iiiunncr. 

^ y, 7 W/c(a^«^l^^aft^ra^iWy used, is not only an excellent, 
t remedy iiimny venereal complaints: ncverth< li s.s, a tiilu- 
^jtAbieutly administered is generally sufiiCien., and more than sul- 
>, to cmdiciitc the primary symptoms; while, again, a tithe ol 

* And such I have abi ari found tu be the case t-lsi hci<.. 
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Sjiut liilic, oi* a cenlimc, lias horn i-ompotont to rraJicato llto sccoiuLpy 

.-stag^* of the tlUouso. 

“ 4. IIkiI nuTcury is vory far from liclng a certain preventive of the secon¬ 
dary Irahi of syniplonis in any form or (jnantity. 

5. Tliat iimrcury, when pushedfur, jndii ulceration oftlic mucous secret¬ 
ing surfaces, more cspcci;dl> of the iiuu r palate, throat, and fauces, as well as 
affections of the bones, so exactly resembling tho:.e ascribed to true 
that the most experienced surgeon cannot detect any difl’crencc. In the 
oftho members of the old school, mcreiuy', in fact, creates its own yrorkg bv'^i- 
tahlislrng disesises which ha\ e too often been confounded with veneKal potS<Ml, 
and lher< by led to a most dangerous and dcstnictivc pnictlcc. 

‘Mi. That the train of symptoms following mercurial Ir jatment 
found more severe and difficult to remove than that which lollowi 
nereal sores /Mi treated with mercury; imd that repeated ndapsesJ 
sx inptoms are removed with increased fecility every time 
(liscasc wore itself out,) in cases wherein no mercury has.been 
“ r. That while mercury, througli its aceumuiative pow^ 
moM ]>oweH'ul altvraiivti(ff/CT discovered in nttxnooee uM 
lh<‘inlic, 4hc hepatic, the dysenteric, the iheuma^?, &C.' 
powerful ug'ainst that resulting from venereal Jkoisofi^ yet^ if | 
it icnils to undermine the healthy state of the constitution, to et 
instance's, and in othei's to aggravate constitutiilpal diseases—tc 
tutional irritability—to excite inflammation anfuM^mtion in, aodl^i 
nuii oils textures of the body—to promote mOiUd alj^rption aiM.reii^ali 
fit tv, lihriiious, and osseous substances of the System—and to 
rilhimiiimus, and serous accumulations in the respective cavities lir*“^" 
nu-mliraiu-s ]:.‘oducing such secretions; although, in modemte dot 
lends to remove such uccumiilalions. 

“ cS. 'fhat the extent and injury to the soft knd bony plirts 
arising from the action of mercury, is far more dreadflil than any 
cond!«i;\j,^^*<'ls of venereal ])<iison. 

“ 9. That incrcnry never was a spedjic againM the vehc 
l ip'.t s were einihtautly occurring during its fullest operi&S^I 
virtue in tlic cure of the disease beyosd being the most 
the Jiandh of llic medical practitioner; and tliat the creed 
(to the min oftlic health of multitudes through picidlviali 
vlispeiisahility towards the cure, and the dcstructiptiof 
utterly lu^c and groundless; facts which caft'^iflihof inwedis 
inonstraliim in the many thousands Of the 
livn/ nt-si/t/, rjfvctually, andpemutM/nt^ ij 

% 1 'itliiml erer /mi'inff take/i one particle ^^er€0eff, y 

“ The higotted adherence to a bSlief so falfs^ and iO iBiLvei 
wisest and most philosophic of oUr proAlSsi^ 

<[uoted by atlcr ages as a national reproite^l 
will, it is to Ijc feared, go far in destroying ouir confidence in 
i^inatjv, or even doctrines, whatever. 

“ 10. That mercury is wholly inadmis^le in cases 'if 
penis, wherein tlie.re is preceding hig^ inflammation ant 
parts aflected, attended with fever; as it aggravates the 
increases constitutional irritation; and that mereary in h/adt 
such casrsy spccijic contagion being ftupffrteded'hy viokni injht 
is too t'npid in its course to be ovelHuea by 1 lBa^acculnl 
eiiry, or by any remedies but those tvAicA act' immcdiateJ^'c 
s/i/iiploins of (hwgcr.”* 

’ 11 li:n cMTurutl io Uic antliur to notice two distinct cNamiilRB of clcftraetkm ®*".***® 
fHS«' and tii iJn- nlinT it tu n Bliiirtjiptimip—following thi' application <v IBSIVaS)^to 

snix's nil the |K'i>is Const qiinnt to iiinniniiintion and fev^r. 
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Treatment of Si/philia ivithout Mtrcuri/. — M. Faicke treats the venerea.* 
cases, which are a<hniCtcd into the husiiitul at llaniburg'h, in the following* man- 
ncT. “ Jni<i. Kver}' j)utient is hied to the amount ofIVom six to twelve ounces, 
and the oprralioii i.s rc]>eatecl if necessary. About half a drachm of sulphate 
of magnesia is then friven every three hours, and continued until repeated eva¬ 
cuations arc produced. If the howcls afterwards become constipated, or tlic 
uleerti hcctialowhfj the use of the same remedy is renewed. 2do. As an external 
application to the chancre.s, Goulard water, or two g’riin.s of sulph. zinc, in .six 
ounces of clistillcd water, is employed. When the size of the sore is much 
diminished, and it is no lonj^cr ])ainfu1, lime water is used. If cither of these 
lotions cause pain or inHammation, they arc to be still farther diluted. Uiiboes 
are^flj^tgpftted by compression, and, if resolution cannot be pi'oinoted, they 
ar^MlnKiivltli a bistoury', and afterwards dressed with dry lint. CoiuUloma- 

remov(‘d by the knife, or cauterized, and tile wound dressed 
^lotion as for the chancres. 3tio. 'I’lie patients are kept tipon 
vlry Mn^tingp of vegetables, bread, and ‘.soiipe a Peau,* twice a day. 



it 


'end of a few days, the symptoms arc not allev iatetl, a fi-w doses 
in small quantititfa, are given, and are foun^^fhcii'uttoeth ct a cure 
relults obtuned by this mode of practice are highly siHisfaclory. 
(Ajl^l|(l)!^AB^btiboes.are speedily cured, and tiic cicatrices are by no me:ins so 
evidb^t'^^ii^en mercury bias been employed. Chancres, from three to four lines 
in ^kmeC^, ai^ ^ncrally curc^d^ifemale patients, in from one to three, weeks. 
Raih^ a limger umc is requurea^ male patients. M. Friekt', who has the ad- 
vahtfLge ofretiuiring under |iis observation the patients thus treat (*d, has not yet 
observedai^sepondazy symptoms.”— Graefeund Watther'aJuuni.dvrt'hu' 


o 




44 . tr^rioua EJfectaof SiUphurhJieidduring Suc/ithi^. —Air. T:’.iniAs TIkvan, 
in a communication in the AW/er//frarr/'/r, Vol. 1. No. 2.), statt s that 

siSlpiiQric acid given to mothers Svbilst suckling their infants, produces Iniurious 
effects upon the latter. **In a^w days,** he says, ** the bowels become much 
diSprd^Bed, the motions very frequent ami green in appeanince, and, if we can 
r^j^ssness of the little suderer, passed with pain. If'tho acid In- 
pMwByiro in, fro^ealth o£ the child becomes most sensibly alfectcd, and (U-atIt 
atthe scene. I could mention a few cases which oeourred under 
d^ wlttch mothers, whilst suckling infants, were reduced to such a 
ttMjp req^re the administration of gentle loiuc.s, and in uhich 
aoid was selected and pri'scribed in doses of from 
gtia* V* to ^tts. X. or four times a day, in conjunction A\iih infusion of 

rfliM. tit neatly all the cases which fell under roy observation, the motluu’s 
hnpTOved hy the treatment, whilst tlie infants suifered in the man- 
net before detuled. The probability most certainly appeals to ht*, that the 
■ Msses^froih mother to child in a free a%d uncombined state, and irritates 
uclirate 'muoous lining of the alimentary canal-^o much so .as to cause iiU 


add 

the 


cefa^n*. a^ention was firrt directed to this subject by a man who asked 
TOC ‘what I had given to his wife, as the child’s napkin.s, upon lieing washed, 
went into holes” 1 did not attribute the holes ma<lc in the napkins to the 
acid,, but supposed they were produced by some other cause. Intliiscasc, llie 
hc^th of the mother was perceptibly improved.” 

Cost of Jin/uarcaj SuccessfuUy T.^Teated. By I)r. .TcoKn.—The subject of 
tMarae, says the doctor, is an old man o(sixty>hve years, of a feeble and ca- 
clBKm.h^it, vc^ much ad(hcted to spirituous potations, exi>osed to hard la- 
Ifcth e^p en air, and burthened with cares and privatii is. This man, after 
l^t^KKHjBBilfectcd during the spring of 1824, with wamlerliig rheunnilic 
Imin,‘foill^ich he w.'is treated 1>V sudorific draughts, was suchlenlv st'i/.t'tl witli 
tsarca, in the month of August of the same year. He could scarcely 
ws^''^hiil respiration was short ami dl0icult, his debility had increased, and a 
febrile exacerbation manifested itself every evening. The urine was sometimes 
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•^iindant, wliilst at others It was ncai’ly suppressed, the skin at the s^me time 
mnaiiiing* dry. Not being' able to succeed in cxeitinp the activity ot the skin 
by itUt-niul means, such :is the tartar cinelie, the aeetutc of ammonia, the arnica, 
suinbiu'in &ic. means which wore i>articularl> caUed for in consequence of the 
M-hniinalic ahi ctloii to whieli the anasarca }>a<' succeeded, recourse was had to 
frictions w itli the tartar emetic pomatum. This was first nibbed over the abdomen, 
Ihen the inferior cxlrcinilies, until these parts were co\ered W’ith pllitules,*|^ 
this ti’catment was continued, care bcinff taken to renew tlic excitement of We 
integiiinents by new frictions, so that the effect of the old should aot be loftt* 
At the lame time tonics and diaphoretics were admini.stered internally. lA Con¬ 
sequence. of these means the secretion of urine became more active^ wlplat 
abundant stools and profuse perspiration succeeded. Very r>oon tt ^ f CT^ ty 
of urine siirpusseil that of tlic diinks. The (Edematous distention 
cd j^adually, at fiAt in the legs, next in the abdomen, and 
all the parts which liad been the scats of disease were liatU!^ 

«i/e. 'I’lie ])uslulcs ])roduce<l by tlic stiblatcd ;.lido^ W- 

l>n)nsl> a inirulent matter. 'J'o complete the treatmen^ ro jtodfi^**^^ 
following' pills: 1^. sulf.stib. aurant. gr. x.—aloes 

digital. ])i»p. siagr. xv.—crem. tart. —extPaet!^j|^.'l>enedl'<l*^i^t>^!|'-P^« 

pll. No. 100. i».d. 5 p. 111 . ct vesp. Ajfter the paUeotwd^ike^g^^^ldmof 
these pills he was pertcctl}' cured, and bikd recovered cn- 

ahJe him to walk several hours. The patientremj|jmweflat.thtf|ijSff 
—Journal dcs Pros'res, ^c. Pol. IX. from Chrae^t Jouhiul* ' * ’ J 

— \ 

40. Ptf/alis/n. —Dr. ELmoTsow is in the habit of eiApIoyiog ft 
ride of soda in ptjalisni, and always with speedy relief. —London MedJmfTGa- 
/ o/, A i'o. 25. -2 , ' 

4r. rurpurti Jl.rnwrrha^irji treated by PeniM^w .—A man thirty-sei^; 

of age, was :ulniitt(Ml into bl. Ihirtbolomew’sfcospital, under Ur. 

“ haMin^^crv part of the boiK sprinkled over vfith purturous 

giimriTm^spongx, un<l oo/ing idood—-the wbole^ toi^e-aA 

pr«'s*. Mfing* (he a]>])earaiu'(' of a * lax^, black, sho 

its suH’.ier, l!>e inm r surfai c of the cheeks presenting annilaf pheno 
... . .11. _ un..VaitAik 
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eoiinU nanee was sallow—the eyes tinged with bile-^lool^^*n 
blood, passing by stool. Yet tile patient felt strong^i^ad X^^ap 

tliaii n.'ilnral—the urine was free from blood, and t^ bddy‘*<e*li^l^ed- 

I’lulcr these circuin.slanccs Dr. l^atham had him bled to fifreo p quflce- 
the blood exhihiting a proiligious buffy coat. ^ He kept^on^WWr 
luul u few doses of aperient medicine eontaining calomel'or the ^fdifti^/lUs 
cum creta, under which treatment, the purpura and hstmorrhage giftdually s^- 
.siilcd, and the patient recovcrecL \)uriAg convalescence be required^ 
purgation, aiul the u.sc of brisk purgatives to check the inflamttatojfy d^thesift 
and oliviate constipation of the bowels.**— luoUWf 1828. 


4R. Chronic r/ccralions of the Thnime md Pharynx^ cured by lodim.-rTA. 
Maj k.n i»i k reports in the Journal de Pkyeidlo^ie, two cases of old iilceratiOBS of 
llio tongue and pliarynx, considered as incurable, which yielded to the iodine 
gi% I'll in large doses. Tlie first case was that of a female of lymphatic tempera- 
iiunt, who hud enjoyed good health till the age of thirty, wheniBtenstruationbe. 
came irregnlur, ami epileptiform attacks supeWened. After fttinie ^ccra broke 
out on various parts of the body andUmbst “some cxfoliaUoA'of the tibi* and 
bones of tlic arm also took ])lacc. Excrescences were now seen ^ the phftryna 
ancl tongue, and the attimdant physician, conceiving the complaint to besjfphi- 
litM*, notw ithstanding the positive deni^ of the w'omun, she was put upon a 
mercurial course. Under this treatment the ulcerations of the body Md limbs 
healed; but tliosc of the tongue increased# In the course of time the patient 
lost her voice, which was attributed to ulceration '''f the chorda: rocales. In 
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this (Ycplornblc coiulitlon, M. MajomUp oiHlcrcfl a soliillon of t!io hyclriotlate 0 ^ 
potasli to l»<‘ cvliilntril} and tlic* (lost* to be* gradually inrrc'asrd, till it amountf'cl 
to thirty-sl\ tliHJps in tin* day. 'I'lie good ctliTtH woro stain fonspicuous. The 
BUrtucc of tlin ulct'i'utions cloaiiod, and, in iiftceii days, those of \\i6 tongue 
were complctcdy hcah-tl. In a little 7uore Ibati a month, the otluTulcers were 
also cicatrl/cd. "When every thing appeared to jiromist* suen ss a violent dys- 
pooea came on, and all the symptoms usually attendant on crdmia of tlic glottis. 
Antiphlo^istics failed, and tracheotomy was not ])i'artis(‘d. The patient sank. 
On emuninadon, the interior of the laryiiv was found covered with firm anil 
whitish excrescences, (‘vegetations,’) by which the ])assagc was rcndei*cd im- 
peryioits to the air.” 

A fcn»ale, aged forty-one years, had been jti tlic Ilopital Saint 
LoijjjH previuiislv for large ulcerations on the legs. She had scarcely 

mmismitki apparently cured, when she was seized with dyspnica, j)aiii 
rejfTO. of the larynx, and <*ompletc loss of voice. "J'liese symptoms 
at the same time, large ulcers broke out on tlie face and neck, 
^ the tongue. Vatnous modes of treatment had been put in prac- 
tij^^'^U^ without much i*e]ief, and she entered the Infimiaiy of the Salpetricre, 
ih.UMNpib 1827, tlirec years after the commencement of the facial illcoi’iitions 
iteri^se was now almost demolislied'^various fungus iilcei's were sjiread over 
the ftce aild tongue—deglutition ver)'' dilHcuK—the respiration was nn- 

peded-^^^i^i^icitiatiou almost smnlhUatcd. On the 27Lh .lime the patient was pm 
on tlie use df tincture of imline, and tlic dose was griuhially iiiereased. 'f'lie 
iilcer^ons at lost were ttntir^y healed, and a complete cure is now cl 
fectei” ' 


O^THALMOI.Onv. 

49; ']|^ Dupuxtbxh’s 'Preatment of Spoh on fhv Vnrnm .—“ The p jj i^i yn is bn\t- 
floclw'fo tlie Hi&tcl Djeiifor some years for the treatment of spots on the cor 
nea».w,fbrmrrly under Desault, for that of chronic ophtludinia of a scrofulous or 
othex 

‘•^rt|ii?.|pcittment employed by M. Dupuytren is as follows:— 

Yielent irritation. I.ceclu‘s to the temples if this 
if^itation iiiess. ’Afterwards, one or Iw'o mild purgatives, two oi* tbire da>s 
intervemog between each. After which a seton made, of cotton thre;ids, unileil 
in a cylinder, and some inches in extent, imdcrtlic skin at the back of the neck. 

‘fill sne, the InsafRation, or blowing into the eye or ryes, with tin* ban-el of 
a quill, the eyelids bcin^ sep^ted, d pjnch of an impalpable powder, eoin- 
pOved of R. Oxyd. Zinci. impiir.—^Sacchari Crystal.—Uydrargjri Submuriatls 
vk pirtes wqualeB.—Miscc fit Fulv. subtilissim. 

“ Tile size of the pinch may vary, and the insufHution should be rcjieated 
night and morning. The padenls ought neither to wash nor diy Ibuir eyes 
after it. 

** When there b no disease on the' eyelids, no inflammation, no irritation of 
thh coq}unctiva, ftie insufflation of the above powder geiicratly siifliees to re- 
move the spots. Thosi- which .i-e recent and slight arc conijilctcly dissipated 
ip a few weeks by this Ivcatmeii^ The thicker mid larger patches are <mlina- 
rily cured in a montli or six weeks, and vrry frequently patches which oi ciqiy 
mNll'ly the the cr)rn6a, and completely cover the pupil, entirely inter* 

of light into the eye, disappear entirely in a few monilis.'* 

.RpStipiMediad Guide in Paris. 

Jiodiesinihe Pimcitt lAfchrymalia. —M. lki:Mni ns h.as coninnini. 
cat^PlDthe section of surgery tsvo coses, in which foreign hodies have found 
their way into the jmnrta Iirhrvinalia, producing great irritation and iiain. In 
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jiJ' first, the rorrig-n whs uii 
"•wrhHrli >, about t\\<i liiu s long. 
iU-ncraly Jiiiir, l.SJK. 


cyp-lasli, in the scroml, a portion of a beard 
’riiey were citsily extracted >»itli forceps,— 


,Ji\. Jlffatlon uf the Kijc prodneed hi/ j, jf. ;ctat. 11, was repeat 

ing lier U sson in llu- srhool-rooju of St. Alartin’s parochial school, on the after¬ 
noon of tin- (itli of Al:i\, siainling w ith licr left side towanls the m indow: wltfn 
a storm canu- on, and a tlasli of hgJUiiing strongly lit tip the room, whi* h in- 
slanlaiieoiisly ]>rodotc<l loss of sigln c»f the left eye, ^\i^l^ a tingling j>ain in the 
I’VC-hall of the little patiint. 'I'ln* pain increasing during the following days, 
Mr. Ala) o was st'nt for, iiy whose ad\icc leeches were repeatedly u])pUed to 
the ti inpk's, and hlLst<‘i>{ behind the car and to the back oft e neck, and,mcr- 
* ury gi\ en so a.s to atfect th<- month. Under this treatment there a 

[)cic< ptil)Ie j^gi’Tss towards reemery, the condition of the patleil^a£ dlfw^lit 
pt nods being as follows.— ’**' 

“'flic symptoms of the lllli of May, consisted in a painful .^lense.of beat in 
the c\<-l)all, tendi mess of the v\ c-l>all on jiressurc; inability’ to r:MC tlie eye- 
lid; and, w hen the e\ e-IItls w'crc held open, extreme sensibility to v|sK>n 

dark and ^hnost estiiiet; no redness of the conjunctiva; no inflammatiba of^'tbe 
.sell rotica or iris; no loss of transparency of the humours; pain arid tf^taess 
aei-oss the forehead; a sense <*f lliTObbiiig in the head; tongue' white; ^ulsc 
fivipient. 

About the 20th of May she could distingxu$h objects more easily;, and couM 
hear to look towards tlu* light, when tlic eye-lids were held apai*t: the muscle 
w liich raises the upper cye-lid might at this time iTavc been supposed'to be 
puraly /ed, as slic could bi ar to look upon the liglil; but was wholly unable by 
a voluntarv c^J’ort to open the eyedids. 

On ihe 21 th of May she. was able to raise thi^ eye-lid at ph'asurc, buf the con¬ 
sent hitweeii the nmseles ofthc two cy'cs was f^uiid altered in the following rc- 
inarkaiile manner. AVIum both c*yes were ctosial she could open cither at 
])leasure, but iiol both at onee; on the attciupt to open the second tho j^trbe- 
lanirrltffM, or if lield open the eye was observed to 1*011 a^^y, beiiijl^^Wwn 
upwards and outwanls. 'J'his morbid association was easily b^ken bysjwi^lple 
artiliee.. 

** On the 2rth, all the symptoms being much alleviated, the left ex¬ 

ternal appearance sound, and used habitually widi tlie other, 
that eye being in some degree piunful and weaker than. of 

her sight was curiTiilly' exaniiiicd; when it ap^^cared, that'altliougn sh1t coultl 
read ordiifiiiy print, if held near to the eye, and stoop and pick up a thrown 
upon the ground, (yet not as readily as when using Ac eye,) Acj^-had'to- 
lally lost the far.ulty of distinguishing colours. Thus she w.as able to point opt 
Ihi’ (irciilar s]>uts on a yellow silk Hundkcrcliief, spotted with scarlet, but dlc- 
scribed the spots as black, and the ground as somewhat lc.s.s black; white paper 
.she described as a shade of black, and the leaves and petals of arose asa^eper 
shade. 

** (111 the 2Hth, the follow log day, she had Bccovercd the power of distingiush- 
ing coloui’s, but hci* sight remained weak, objects being seen darker and less 
distinct than niiliiral with tlu* left eye. At present, though'QOt perfectly reco¬ 
vered, her sight daily improves.**—Zondbn Mcdiail GazettCf Vbl. II. iro. 28. 

^'2. Cauh rizalhm of the Cornea for Idiopathic Faruh/sin of the Ins. liy M. 
Skiiiifs. —M. Demours, on behalf of'a committee, matic a rcjMrt to the Royal 
Arailcniy of Mediriiu* on an cssay^ of M. Serres, physician ^ Uz^s, “On the 
(huiteri/ation ofthc Cornea, for corrccling, in a prompt and sure manner, Al- 
(_gpitioiis of sight w illi Dilated I'upils.** M. S. proposes to treat idiopathic pa- 
ralysis of the iri.s, without allc-ction ofthc retina and optic nerve, by eppjj^ng 
nitrate of siher to the cornea near its junction with the sclerotica. FoUT'^illes 
iirc given by him, aud the cuinmiltce ofthc Acadciny having employed this re- 
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medy in llii*cc rases testify to its cfiiCHcy. The caustic stioiild t)i’ appiic;^ 
for one Kftcoml, anti it is useful that some Jachrymation sliutild he evritcrl, an<! 
also a slij^ht iiijeolion <»f the vessels of the conjuiictivu. The Ii|^hl cloud wlv-u 
appears on tlic cornea, disappears in a few days.— »Archivcii (Urn raU a, Jtvu , i828. 

53. Catitrw't with Jtmaurottia, Snccc^afiillif Treated. —M. J)Knorits coinmunicat' 
cdto the Iloyal Academy of Medicine, at their sittiny; oft lie of.)une]ast, that 
tic had operated successfully for catamet on a person n ho liad also amaurosis of 
the c^c operated upon, and tliat tlie latter afleclion was subsecpicntly cureil.— 
Archtvei Gviuralcsy Jutij, 


54» Fistula /jfir7iri/7fndif> rMr<"f/ by the Kxtractiou of a Hinny concretion .—A v 
-tuo, of a cachectic constitution, had been atjbcted for ni 


wo- 

If ^ ^ if 

lirty-tuo, of a cachectic constitution, had been affected for nine 
fistula lacJiryinalis. J>r. KiiiMhii, on examination^ fo^d the lachiy- 
i^-^swlbired, hard, and upon the most prominent pai*t of the timioiir, nliieh 
riaiSb^l^ painful, a small uk:er \\iuc)i jieiud rated into the lachiyinal .sa<% and 
diScbAfg^t^us, mixed with the toai-s, es])eciall^ on prt'ssure. 1’Iie nasal canal 
iffipieil^d.^rarely obliterated, for the finest sound could not he introduced a 
U^fWitfain it. When Dr. K. in order to re-establisii the canal, endeavoured to 
int^i^uce a pointed sound, he withdrew on its extremity a strons:** concretion ol 
of a small pea, the removal of whicli left the canal (mtindy free, and 
t^fiatula waa promptly cured. The small calcidiis was ash K’nix, covi red with 
tmek mucus, polished, of a calcareous appearance, and lusohihlc in wuti r, alco¬ 
hol, and weak vinc^iu’. l)r. K. tliinks tliat It was formed in tlic hu lu'Mu.d sac, 
i^puaated mucus. —Jifhntal des rroi^res, rat. A', from the Journal ran 
fVaUhtr, ate. WS. S. 597. 


SUHCEKV. 




^ Sxtirpation of a Cancerous Excrescence from the Mur^inof^tiftJtifas .— 
twenty.thrcc, of a good constitution, came from the venenai ward, 
where he had been treated for syphilis with corroshe suhlimale. Ain*\cres- 
c^lS^'OCan extraordinary size grew on the margin of the anus; It had a eauli 
jQt, and it covered the orifice of the anus entirely; it had the U \Uirc 
(ft tiMne,converted intq carcinoma, and it emitted an odour peculiar 
r^Qflkniftilir* The expulsion of the fxces was difiicult and painful, 'fhe ])aticut 
iraiifvfefy’dcsirous of having the tumour removed. Professor ].allemahdt)ioiighl 
tbai tbo syphilitic virus had been subdued by the sublimate, but that there i'l - 
sufined a new product, which could only be removed by an o])evation. 

August 17th, 1827, M. X^allemand excised the tumour by means of a pair of 
4^o1ted scissors, cutting round tlie verge of the anus gradually, and cauU-ri/ing 
uo J)Rit as he went on. The operation lusted rath(‘r long, hut the ex<:r<‘scen<'c 
w4tl(^fiiDate1y entirely removed without the occurrence of any hscinoiTliagc. On 
dlftidctjUig the tumour, its tissue presented cancerouschanicters in many points. 

. A piebe of fint was introduced into the rectum, and spread over the stiHace 
^^QUnd. Qompreases, introduced one after the other, were applied to 
nftlntetnal haemorrhage. \ certaun quantity of lint, and al'-handage com- 
^thedresring. 

patient did well; no unpleasant symptoms appeared, and he lefl the 
‘ on the 34 of September perfeetty cured.— Clini(/ue dt VIlolcl Dicn dc 
ier. 

Dislocation of the MetaJursus. Ily Mr. Savow^ith.—“ Sir As.tlpv 
I'es *the metatarsal hones 1 have neverknown luxatcd;their union 
er, and irregular conucxiun with the tarsus, j)i*cveut it, and if it 
ens it must be a very rare occurrence.’ Cp* 355.) 
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. This accident, hciwevor, happened in my own pefsonj from a blow on the 
Tjot, irt v horse falling upon it- 1 was instantly sensible of the nature *of the in¬ 
i'.'} , uimI as soon as I was upon my teet, tlic metatarsus was found to be drawn 
and ohliquoly outward upon the tarsus, by the action of the flexor 
?u«M*los. tJn the removal of the hoot, which w'aa cutaway, these were the 8p- 
jK-arances:—tlie foot considerably sliortened, the toes turned a little outwiitd, 
and a hard swelling* hig'gcr than an cj^g’upon the tarsus, with tumefoction of the 
inW-'»*umcnt''. The puiii, w hich was jfreat at hrst, was kept under by a 
nientutioji, 

“ 'J’lic reduction was easily eftected by my friends Messrs. Williania and 
llrcri'lon, and leeches and bread and w'atcr poultices prevented inflammation* 
I'or .sex'ml nights the foot w:is violently shaken by spasirodic action of the 
irtuM'les, hut the parts preserved tlieir relative situation; and althou|^^tt:Vl8 
ne arly a year befute all lameness ceased, yet ut tlic end of six weel^ 

.ibled to lay aside my crutches. J''or the ability to use tlic foot in 0 O shoH^-a 
lime, 1 w':is indebted to a contrivance which rendered the foot and ancle m- 
Hcxildc. 

Instead of .an elastic sole to the shoe-part of the apparatus, one of.yood 
]>rocui’ed, around the heel of winch was nailed a piece of firm unbendih|^h^ 
11 ) 1 * 1 *; tljis reached as hij^h as tin* calf of the legf; three small straps with 
in Id the leg* in situ, aiul a liroadcr one across the instep secured the foot. *^|^e 
condort I eN])evi»‘nced from this simple apparatus is my reason for dcscrib^]^ 
it so parliriilavl>; it lias since l>ccn found useful in various injuries of the foot 
:ijid ancle.'’— i,ontlon MttVtcul HuziUe^ J'ol. I. No. 21, 1828. 


^7 - M. llrrrvTKr.N’s 'rtratmf'nt of Phagedenic and VorrodUig Sterpe». — 
‘^wlurc is )\i; ])hvsician who has not had an opportunity of observing^ and 
Inatiiig* plng-cdi nic or corroding* lierpcs, and «‘Xperienced a disagreeable proof 
nf ilu- Im flicacy of llie anti-licrpclic, anti-scrufiilous, unti-vencrcal remedies, and 
odu'ps winch have been tried by turns .against this cruel di.seasc, according^ to 
ils dill'cient apprar.anccs, and its su])posed nature. We know, that in sptto of 
all the niTu-dics', the pltagcdenic Jierpcs cats and dcsti'uya the no#^ the 
lip'-, tin* cliccks ^he eyelids, the cars, the temples; parts which it mo|^ 08^^- 
ciallv and lrei|Uf*ntIy attacks. Vire itself scorns to irritate, as well a« alvenical 
paste; th( sc agents have hesidcs the inconvenlenco of destroying tlie parta' on 
tlu*y arc ajiplicil, and to add to their deformitj". I'liese lootivea’^baye 
rnv .1 long time induced M. iJnpuylrcn to seek oTther remedies agaliutjpba 
deiiit heroes, and it si'eiiis cc'rtain, that they may be cured without dmrnu^ 
l»\ till- iisc oflUe following powder:— 


R. If\dr.arg. Siibmnr. pracip. partes 
i IxkU. Arsenici. Alhi.^vel ^ ^ ^ 
Acidi. Arseniosi, * JPartCffi 
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1 

j 
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I'his remedy, which arts rather as a specific than as a caustic, niay be Tari- 
niisl> employed If lUc surtaco of the hcrpc's i.s ulcerated, moist and clean^ it 
>s (>owdt red with a little jnifl*, charged with tlic above described powd]^ so u 
I ov< r it with a thick layer of about the tw'cnlicth part of an inch,.* if this 
snrfici* is roicrid with a .scab, it must be thrown olT by means of a poidtice, 
:inii tlion it is dusted a.s has Iiecn Just described. In fine, if the herpes is 
aciiialU rrncrod with .an inipcrfiict cicatrice, it must be destroyed; twenty-four 
hours afui*, tlie surface is dusted, when it must necessarily have ceased 
blei ding .”—hUdnaf Guide io Paris. 

.'id. Jdtfahm' ft/I ihe Common Carotid Jirlcries, By Professor l.AvexBr;a 
“ A hronchoccic, suppo.sod by Professor lAngcnbcck to be 
.aliii it he dc'nonfinates aiicurismftitlc broncbocclc, furnished an indicatilQ|^ 

\i,. V.—N^ov. 1828 . • 
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ligature on llir* suprrior thjroicloul artery. 1I<* oomincnrctl h}' Uluf-; lliat of 
right side; but on tlio «*lcvonlh ility utter tlie operation, Ivenjorrbuge c.une on^^ 
which was so profuse lliut l'rofe<sor I .un}*;enl>eek found it luecssur) to uT)l)Jy‘a 
ligature to the conuiioii carotid of both suh s. 'rhe patient dieil on liie*ioik»\v- 
ing day. 

“ On cxamin:iti(m of the body, the right Ju-rnisphere of the brain was found 
resting on a lieil of exuded matter; tlic vessels were Jiot utuisuuHy full on thi'i 
side; but tliey were so on the lell side, where no exndulion existed, 'fhe in¬ 
ternal surface of the earotlcl \\ as found ijiHanu‘d from its origin all the way to Iho 
brain. The author thinks ll>at a ligatiire on the tin voideal artery is of no great 
[iractical utility, espceiallv as the disease for whit'Ii such au operation is iiulicale»X 
is extreinely rare, and as the opi i-ation can ouh l>e ineuinplele; for tlie inferior 
th3rrold TDuat always dilate when the iii>pi r is ohslrueted; the size of the bron- 
chctoele ditninishes but Jittlc; and a ligature on tlte comnioif carotid, should it 
requisite, as 111 the present case, is not without danger. Kxeiyonc 
has witnessed this opei’ation will agree with l*r<)feshor J.angenljeek in this 
opinion. It has schlom jiroved of much seiwiei-, and it perhaps has never suc¬ 
ceeded in curing the bronchoeelc.”— Ahif. mid •S'urg. Jintrn. 
from Ne\ie Biblioth. f \\r die Vlurun^. v. Opidh. » 

Appliattion of Plates of head to JVouinls. —M. Iliivr.rr.KF.-l*\aisE has re¬ 
cently adduced a number of casc.s, showing the advantages of this treatment of 
wounds. It has been tried at the Hotel Ro\ale des invalules, in e\tensiie 
wounds, both recent and those of long existence, and M. le Itaron V^an, elfu f 
surgeon of that hospital thinks highly of this mo<U of trcalinenl. 'I'hc iirst 
trials, he says, were made on large chronic ulcers, of disgusting as])cct, al>^- 
dant suppuration, foul bottom, callous etlges, and in most a temicney to er"- 
pelasto some distance. The iirst day of tlie application the ]>ain diininisiicd, 
the suppuration was changed, inttammutioii yielded, and the edgi'sin diniiiiislt- 
ing also contracted the surface of the wound. Kxlremilic.s, wliicU were cover¬ 
ed with thick crusts, a.s in clcphan(iasl.s, were also' w rapped iij> iiilaniina of 
lead, these scabs, which had resisted the means habitually empIo\T(h fell oll‘. 
llie sane means have been employed in tlie wounds caused by hospital gan¬ 
grene: the ash-coloured bottom disap]>peared at the first dres’-ing, the snpjxi- 
ratioii became healthy, and cicatrization took place, 'flu* applleation of lamina 
of IcSdto wounds, diminished the pain, thinned the borders, resisted tin* Itm- 
do,ncy to eiysipelas, modified the suppuration, and procured solid cicatrices.’' 
^^owrnal des Progress Vol. 1X» 1828. , 

60. Fracture into the Knee-Joint, Succesfsfulh/ Treated. —“ March 24th. A. Al- 
dred, a sailor, about forty years of age, fell fixmi tlic top of a wagtin, and broki? 
his leg: he W'as brought to St. George's ItoSpllal in two hours after, when it was 
found that the head of the tibia was brok< n o/f just aboi c tlie inserlion of the 
ligamentum patella:, and the part sepamted w as ilsi If tli\ ided Into two portions; 
the fibula was safe. There w'as a good dnal of swi Hing, and blood appeaivtl 
to be effused into the limb. Tliis state rontiniied to increase, and ni*\t da\ llic 
leg was prodigiously swollen, w ith much pain, particularly alnml tlie kntc.— 
He. was twice bled, had leeches appUcil, and was purged; the limb was pbiecd 
Upbn a double inclined plane, and a cold lotion constantly applied to it, 

^’■Cinder this treatment the sympto i s gradually abated, ami on llie Ist of May 
the use of the fractyre-box was discontinued, ami the litnl) bandagtil; in a week 
moK the barldage was left ofl^ there being only some tinckening ;ibout the 
joint, with sriffness.**— Med, and Phys. Journ, June, 1828. 

61. Ampi^Uion of ike NeeJe of the UU") us. —This operation is now frcquefrtlj' 
rewvtedtoih Europe in cancerous afTcetions of this viscera, wliich have beiui 
fotm^rly regsi^ded as incurable. However formidable it may at hrst apjiear, IIk^ 
danger attending it seems be compai'utivcly inconsiderable. Marjolin, Jtc- 
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' camicr, Saiiler, togeilicr with scvcml Eng-lish and German surgeons, have even 
v^onc fiirtlicr, and removed the uterus entirely. Almost all these operatioiis, ap- 
^,;n;eiitly so impracticable, have been cr«)wncd with unexpected success. Lis- 
fmiic iius am]mtaU.*d the neck of the womb thirty-six times, and lost but three 
‘ of his patients, a small propoi'tlou if we take into consideration tliatsome of the 
cases doubtless presented unfavourable circumstances. Many of the w^en 
tlnis operated upon, have since been luippiJy dclivereil of living children. 
experience of those who have engaged in these operations sli< s that woij^s 
of the uterus cicaln/c very readily, and tlemonslrate besitles, that the excision 
of I he cancerous part is almost jdways attended by a radical cui*c. 

For the ])arposc of (>l)^ iutiiig many inconveniences attending the usual tnodc 
ofopei'aling, M. Golomhat has proposed an instrun ent of his own invention, a 
drawing and full descri])lioii of which, witli the i)i’oper motlc of employing it, 
may be found in Ihc Jtcouc Medirah Fran^aist: et Ffrangerc, for May’,'l828.- fey 
means of the hysterotamc, as be calls ii, tlu* neck of the uterus may be s^^-ln 
the vagina, aiul cut with case at a singh; blow, fUKpcctilum «/cn, having ottii 
previ(»usly inlrodiiced. “ 'The trials 1 have made,** says M. Colombat, ‘*lu the 
presence of cclebratc<l professors of the faculty, of many distinguished ^Ulg^DS 
of the capital, and of a great nutn))er of students, have sufficiently provea uhtt 
the operation pcHbrmed accortling to my plan, is not only more promptjUtKl 
less painful, but Hiat it Duel's the jirceious lulvivntage of not requiring such su¬ 
perior skill as the method ])arsucd by Dupuyti’cii, Lisfranc, and Hutm.” 

C'2, AmpulitlUm of half the Itoircr Jaw for Sarcon^ /iuccesaf ally By 

M. l.isFHANe.—“1*. F. V. a.M. forty-seven, of sanguineous tempcT^f||eilt, and 
good eonslitution, entered llic Hospice de Ferfectionneincnt, Nov. ^th, I82r, 
witii a sarcouuitoiis tiunoiii*, alioiit the si/e of two large eggs, extending from 
the left laniMs ofllic; iiil'erl<n* maxilhuy bone, to the syiiipliysis. The gums Were 
.'dreefod n itb a cancerous nicer, ibe (liseharge from which was sanious,' and ftx- 
Ireinely fetid; the hinphatie glands beneath the jaw on tlie affected side, were 
considei^jildy enlarged, the inlcgnmenls ihitare. Seven months previous to bis 
admission, the jialicnt lir.sl noticed a small tumoui* connected with the'^>one, 
about the si/o of a common pea; this gradually increased, attended with conti- 
luied laneiiiatiiig pains, and obstructing botli articulation and masticatiou. ,M. 
l/isfranc, prior to tin* ]>ei*formaiicc of any operation, made a tnalof antlpMc^s- 
tic measures, wliieli dispersedthc enlargement of the lymphaticgland8,outnad 
ho efleet w bate\ er, either on the si/.e of the tumour or tlic lancinating pAuis.^- 
perlenced in it. AeconUngly, on the 2Gth of November, tlic ^sease waft re¬ 
moved by the knife in the following manner:— 

“ An incision was begun in the centre of the lower lip, and carried perpen¬ 
dicularly (low nw'ards to tlic lower margin of inferior maxillary bone, .quite 
t hroiigli the soft pails covering it. *ln consequence of the volume of the tumour, 
it w:is found iicrc.ssary to prolong this incision an inch lower down, from which 
point the knifi* was rontinuod 1ransvei*scly, as far as within a quarter of an inch 
below and before llie :ujglc of the j;iw'. The lingers of an assistant had been 
]ireviousl\ placed on tlie * origin* of tlic carotids to mark their situation, and 
from llie lower border of the chin to tiic angle of the jaw, t!ie incision was 
merely carried through tlic skin and cellular membrane. Tlic dissection of the 
.soft parts from tlic suifacc of the tumour was extremely painful, but the flap 
having been formed, two teeth wore extracted, tlxc bone wafl dividedacidss the 
ramus In a fine saw with cxtraordi\Jary facility, and then the symphytis by a 
common saw; the openilor seized the upper part of the tumour witli liis three 
middle fingers, ib(‘ low^'f with lus tliuinh, and then, by means of slight force, 
was able to draw (lown the jaw, and separate it from a great quantity ofthetis- 
•.uii's attiiched to it behind. T'be tumour was found to extend deeply bene^ 
tin* tongue, and reipiinal a very cautious dissection to remove it. 
arteries were not woundt'd, indeed no vessel of any consequence, eo « 

•.v/wg/e lii'iiturr vor cautery V'm applied! , *' 
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** Three hrmrd after tho patient hail been placed in bed, M. Lisfranc drew to- 
giel^er tlic lips of the I)crpendiculur incision by the intcrnipted snture, bnt did 
not attempt to unite the transverse portion of the wound, in oiilcr lliut lifpirds 
might flow rcailiiy. On the 31st, tlic perpendicular portion Iiad imiteil,110(1 tlie 
lower was freely suppuraUng. On the 15th Occcinber, the patient could speak 
wifh facility, and was allowed solid food. Saliva continued to flow throiij^li the 
lower wound, and compression was made upon its edges, but it caused too 
much pain, and was discontinued. M. Lisfranc then placed in the niouth a small 
sponge to absorb the liipiids, and in the course of a few days the wound liad 
enfirely cicatrized. The patient was kept in the liospihil a month after this, 
and then departed for the couiitn% the distortion of the jaw being very slight, 
indj^bd the deformity was scarcely apparent on wearing a cravat. The patient 
O^^irtSetdate distinctly. . 

Kmarks upon the case, M. I.isfranc details the appearances observed 
'who have died some time after amputation of greater or k-sscr qiian- 
UQjtt pf die lower jaw. If the portion removed be small, and taken from the 
me^an line, the portions arc little removed from each other, and unite like a 
e<Hhinon fra^ure. 2udo. When the cmls of bone remain at a certain distance 
asunder, a very solid fibrous subshuicc like tliat which unites a badly act ])atclla, 
U found to intervene between them, and prove a considerable check u] 50 u their 
motion. 3tio. In cases when the union between the ends of bm\e is iinn, no¬ 
thing particular happens to the tcmporo-maxillary articulation, but wliett, from 
the action of the muscles, the inferior extremity of the hone is carred Inw artN, 
luxatio|t» partial or complete, of the condyle of jaw from the artii ulatlng cavit y 
is thp consequence.”— CA/Vurg. liev. Jufi/, 1828, front ihe Ihnic Mcdividc^ 
idordl, 1828 . 




63. Gun-shot WauitdofthtForche(uI,iiiwhkhtht Hull t'ananud f>r a hmu^ 
ptriod in ihe iS'Au//.—"Baron LiiinKr lately presented to the Ibu al Academy ol 
Surgery, the cranium of a soldier, who died of phthisis a few w ecks pn viousl), 
Thia ^man received a musket bullet in the forehead, a little above lct> cm*, 
in mMjfhiittle of Waterloo. He fell senseless on the ground, and tlierc he; n luaiii'- 
without any assistance, for the space of forty-eight hours. He was then dis- 
eovertd to be |dlve, and carried to the hospital at Ihussels. Variousefl'oi ts were 
made to. extract the ball, but without success. It appeared to bi* lodgi d in the 
bdne, half within and half without the cranium. There were evident m mptonw 
cf.compression, including paralysis of the right side of the body. Illicding and 
imtiphlogpstic regimen were rigidly enforced; in process of time the Minp- 
thma were mitigated, and he so far recovered as to bo sent to Paris, 'rhore 
he got so Well as to resume bis military duties, and died at last of j)lit)iisis, (he 
half still lodged in the cranium. The only, phenomenon tliat remained, us a 
dppsequence of the wound, was the loss of memory in respect to proper ri'inu 'v 
Mid the names of nouns substantive. TI\c ball is btiU seen lodged in tlu- bone, 
partly within and partly witlmut the cranium. The inner taldc of the .skull JkuI 
evidently been fractured into several T)icc<:s.**^Mtdiru’C/i}ntri:irfd litvitir. fo, 
4828. 


Several of the French journals liavo spoken fav<»iir- 
abj^ofthe introduction into the u’ethra of bougies, medicated with narcotics, 
aSrfi&iibtating the reduction of strangulated hernias. 

IUfir(ono4iMed. 'IhrinOtfur IMeemher, 1826, there is related the rase of a 
lD(im*t. fif^-twq,afflicted withingiunalhemia, who was admitted into the hospit al, 
aikd^th^ usual oceans having failed in producing u reduction of he strangulated 
intestin^ F^pfenor Ribcri introduced into tho ureUira a bou.gte snicanal with 
extXMt^jtf^UUlii in a few minutes the pulse hcoamc feeble, the skin pale,*&c. 
the,p|p68m was enabled to reduce the hernia. 

fit me OflwnMrfore Jl^ed. di Fapolif lor 1827, there is recorded Uic case of a 
woman, «t, fifty, who had l^cen afflicted for many years with hernia, which be- 
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came stpaiigulated. I.occhcs to I he anus, emollient cataplasms to lUe tumour, 
Suc. wt re employod williout relief. J>r. Maj^liari thinking' that the op^tion 
mighl ho delciTCil till tI»o next day, siispeiKlecL all other means, apd cindered 
uii ointmeiil coiiiposod of ten grains of extract of hclladonna, and half an ounce 
oVlard to he applied to the tumour. 'I'he nt:xt day tlic tuiuour was found to 
have ditJiiiiishc<J, uiid the hernia was in u short time entirely reduced. 

G5. Lithnlriii/. —Dr. Civiai.l presented to the Iloyal Aeadoniy of Sciences a 
memoir on tl»e rosuKs of his mode of operating during IK27, of wh'* h the fol¬ 
lowing is tile abstract. Of fifty-four supposed calculous patients, thirty were 
<iperatc.*d on with the lithoiitriptor, of wJiom twenty Mve were cured, and five 
still under treatinenti in the remaining twenty-four, no stones were found. 
Among* those curb'd, was a hoy of seven ycai*s of age, in three operation^ of ieii 
minutes each. Among the patients treated l)y Dr. Civiale, several had Und^- 
goue the lateral op(‘i*ation two, throe, four, live, and six times.*~£u0e^m 
iScicnccs M^-dicalcSf 

GG. fJlhnfnttf .—'file coniinission nann d hy the Academy of Spicuccs of Palis 
to award file prizes on medicine ami ‘••jiv;*. ry, establislied hy M. Moxttotc, .de¬ 
creed five thoiis-uul fram s lo Jhiron iiit u li.un r for the Improvement lie'has 
made ill lithontvipiovs, and ti medal of mie tliout«aiKl francs nuIuc lo Dr. tlaurr 
iiojsKv as the first to propose the plan of l)ri*aking down the stone in the blad 
dor. We make the following extract from their ropori;—After detailing the oh- 
jectlons to lliis mode of operating, they state that l^u*oii Jicurtcloup 1^ over 
come most of the ilHrieultics. He tines not dilate the urethra before intro¬ 
duction of IIk*. instrument. The inaehinc for seizing the stone is composed of 
four hranrlieW v Iiieli o]H*n whlely witlioiil, and are thus capable of embracing a 
miieli larger sl<me Ilian those h^ fort. in nsc. After tlie stone is seized, the m- 
stfiiment has no motion, Ixing fixed firmly hy means of a plate of iron to the 
bedstead. The mode of seizing the stone is a great imjirovcmcnt; it i®, well 
kiuHvn tiuij when the liladcler contraels it presses the stone strongly agaim its 
neck, occasioning violent pain. M. IJeiirteloup has taken a<lvantagc of fmeir 
ciimstance, thi' branches of Ihs instrument opening and being applied againstilie 
sides of the. neck of the hhuhlcr, lu*. pennits this organ to empty itself of the 
water or urine witii w liieh it was distenilcd, and hence the calculus is foiled 
between the liranclios of the instrument, andthi>s seized without pain or fatigue 
to the patient. 

When once sv'cnred, it is iirokcn down at a single operation, by Iicing scoop¬ 
ed out till the shell is so thin that it may he crushed hy the ])ressiirc of tile 
branches. Whilst this ]>art of the operation is pcrtbnniiig, all fragments are 
W'ashcd out 1)/means of a doulilc ^‘uiTeiit of water thrown through the instru¬ 
ment. 'I'hoBc. fragments which aia* too large to pass, arc afterwards broken by 
a inac'hine he calls //W.vcr«y//c, which reduces them to powder in a slioii. time. In 
fact, the plan of Dr. ILeurtcloiip is the most certain, rapid, and safe, and by fai 
the least painful.—/(A j///, ISJG. 

67. Cancer of the JJieruscurnl hij Injcclioiuf unf/i J/t/droc^anic •‘/eid.^’Dr. Bmvm 
reported to tin* IMctUco-lMiysieal Society of Florence at their sitting of the 9tli 
of Mai'ch, 1H J8, the case of a female afi’ected with cancer of the uterus, which 
hail advanced lo tlie last stage, and presented all the. sympitoms which an- 
iiuuiK'cal the a])proacli of dealli. Wishing to try* tlie hydrocyanic acid prepared 
accoriling t«) Sclieele’s process, he cfissolvcd four grains, (denari,) in four 
poiiiids of hai if'y w ater, with which he had injcclioiLS made into the \ug*iiia foui 
limes :i day, \i hilst Inj gav c aloes and cicula internally. At first the injections 
’ produced smarting*and violent jiaiiis; hut the patient, after a few days, paa^cd 
fnnn the vulva some fniginonts of a jueinimiiious and ficRhy substance,^ 
pains iiiimcdiatcly coniinenrixl abating; she gained strcngtli and ficsli, and^five 
' months no sign of disease of the uterus remained, and the lucnscs became regular 
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It would hr f'rtrltin.'ilo indccdf if fuiilicr t Npci'knci* should coiirirm t!»e con* 
clttAons to which tins sing'le case would lead. Hut without beings sanguine of 
such a result, at least the remedy iniglit be worth trying. 

68 . Ahfir.f.ss in the cavity of the Alenhtgcs, cured hy the ^^ppUcatUm of the . 
pkine. By M. Iloi'x.- A boy, aged fifteen, had, for more tliau fourycais, a Mu.dl 
fistulous opening in the left parietal region, in eonsetpienee of tlur opening ol 
an abscess of the scalp caused by a blow. M. Honx having been coii<^u)teii, 
thought that there existed caries of the intenud table, and lliat coma, w liicli oc- 
cuiTcd when the pus did not How freely, was owing to tlie arcnniuhition of jius 
from tliis caries. Ho applied the crown of a trephine upon the iistulu, with the 
intention of facilihitlng Hie passage of the portions of c:iries, or necrosed bone; 
he.lhi^found lliat caries (lid not e\ist; tlio fistula ]>enetrated the dura mater. 
T]^ m^inbranc was incised, and lie found tlial there existed an abscess in the 
of meninges, wliich coMipivssc«l ilie brain. IVlicn the ims was eva¬ 
cuated, he perceived a eon^iileraljie de])rtssion on the midtile of the left lobe, 
but this depression gi*adu:dly diminislied, riiul finally disappeared. The wound 
made by the trephine gradually licaletl, atul the jialiciit was cured .—Jounud 
Qinenu do JUTcdecim^ j)priU 18 -lS. 

69, Extirpation of a Caaccrous Tumour from the Jlxitlu. By Professor 
MAUD.—“A shoemaker, aged thirty, of alyniphatico-nervoiislcmperamoiit, and 
of a weak constitution, born of healthy parents, entered the IlOlcI-Dieii, iiinhr 
the care of Pi*ofessor l.:dlepiaiid, on the lltli of October, 18J7. lie had always 
enjoyed good health until I’cbniary, ISJf, when he felt a severe jiaiii in the 
whole of the right superior extremity, with a dilfieulty of moving tin? mein!>er. 
A tumour of the size of a nut a])poured soon aflv r in the right' xilla. Kmol- 
Uent cataplasms were applied to it, but it did not diminj.di in si/c; on lhi‘ eon 
traiy, it rapidly increased in volume, an<l the ]>aiii in it became lancinating. A 
fragment of caustic potass applied to it made an opening, which ga\e issue to 
pus^ iuid the tumour appcai'cd to reduce a little, but the skin begai^ to rhango. 
The iiMicnt went to the hospital of Lyon, whereheuscdinjccliousof clilorunM 
oflimo, and luul a portion of the skin removed. When he entered the hospital 
of Montpelier he was in the following state: his general functions went on 
regularly; he was very lean, and felt slight shUcrings at intervals, A tumour 
of the size of an orange occupied tlic arm>pit, and extended from the fifth or 
^th true rib up to the clavicle; a great part of it was uncoiercd hy skin; llu* 
skin covering the rest of the tumour was loose and everted, of a rod colour. 
This gave M, Lallemand an opportunity to exaiiiiiie. the state of the jiarts. Hy 
introducing his forefinger, he found that tlic tumour extended high up, hut 
that the cellular tissue uniting it to the neighbouring parts was loose, and that 
it was thus quite isolated. Having discovered tlie nature of the tuiiiour, M. 
Lallemand set about removing it on the 8th of October. He made an incision 
oftfic skin along the anterior boundary of the axilla just to below tlic clavicle, 
and divided successively the two jicctoral nmscles, which were very vascular. 
The vessels were secured immediately after being dividtal. When the division 
of the great pectoral was made, there occurred iiarinorrhagc, accompanic<l by 
a noise like ftiat of a tap when turned open. It was supposed at the moim n(, 
owing to the force of the h%morrhr .<“0 and tlic noise wliich attended it, that the 
axilluy artery had been divided, but it was soon discovered tJiat tlie blood 
came Born the acromial artciy, or thoroieiut humeraritif which was vciy voluini' 
nous, and which areme very near the oiigin of tlic axillaiy artery. Tlie Ininonr 
was then detached anteriorly from tlic surface of tlic pectora niiistdcs. 'J'lus 
pattofthe operation was rather difficult and pmCractcd. M. Halh'mand at hist 
amv^ at the axillary artery; lie dissected very carefully round thi.s visscl, :ii«l 
apj)^^a ligature loosely round it, close to the clavicle, in case it siionld he 
injured in further proceedings. One part of tJic tumour was .situated li« foi‘c, 
and another behind, the anilLwy plexus, and the deepest part extended lii.- 
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Uvocn flic subscapiJary and prcat serratus muscles. The plexus was*dissected 
as if il had been for an anatomical demonstration. The tumour was entu^ly 
dolurbed^ In o small t^iandular bodies of a suspicious character^ which still re* 
luaitu'd, were removed. 

>‘'l'bo wound havinj' been dned, three points of suture were used, and the 
parts were brought into perfect contact. The arm-pit was filled with lint, 
which wiTc secured hy compresses and a banda{fc. The tuu ir was of a 
iardaceous Icvture, soft in many parts. The patient recovered, without ,>ny 
uutowanl accident: the wound bad compbHel)- cicatrl/cd on the ihirty*third 
day after the operation.*'— Medical and SurtiicuL Journal, Augoit 18^8, 
JVoni the Clinujue dc I* Hotel IJicu de MoiUptlicr, 

70. AmpviaUon pf the fln^h at the. JTipJmnt. —M. Dsi-rKcn, professor at BCbnt* 
pelier, coniiminlcateiHo the section of Mir^crv', two cases, in which he perfcuriD* 
cd amputation of tlie ihi^h at the hip joint, with success. The operations wete 
perf’onned at llie. Hospital S:unt Elol of Montpelier. Tlie fii*st case was that of 
:l yoiiuf^ man who had necrosis of tin* femur, with niimci’ous fistulous opening; 
the second w.as a man with comminuted fracture of the thig‘h, and consider* 
;ii)le ahdonflnal dlsnrdi-r; the extremity of the inferior fragrnent passed coil* 
sidcrahly :ihove the evtremity of tlie siiprrlor, and a coiisulcrablc mass of flesh 
was interposi'd between the frjijfinents; the usual attempts w<‘ro made to effect 
a roai)t:aioii and consorulalioii of tlicfrag'ineiits, but in vain. M. D. commenced 
llir o|K rations by (xing* the femoral arlery,'be made a single flap, (at the Ulter- 
nal side of the lliigii,) closed tlie wound with suturci^ and cftccted a unloA hy 
the iir'sL Intention. 

M. I.arrey ;igvi*es w'ith if. I), in the general principles of the operation, but 
he prefers malting two flaps, an internal and an external one. ^l. Uoux is of 
o])inion, that of ilu'sc plans m:iy ]>osscss advantages in different cases,— 
.hmrni^ iiiUicrul de Alt'dtdnr, Jane, 1828. 

71. Stf/ph^docffpln /.—Ouring eight)ears, since M. Unrx has resorted^titiis 
openition, fori) indixidiials have siihmitteil to it. Ill nineteen, the division did 
ii.'t i-\1enil Iievoiul the soft ]):dale; six only have not been cured. In the re- 
m.iitilng tn lUi) -one, the coiigenit:d division extended to the .arch of Oie palate; 
of ihese, nine Iim\ c* l»een cured hy the operation, and the remainder have been 
phtced in a condition to wear an artilicial palate.— April, 1838. 


MIDMIFKRT. 

• 

72. rov. ,if Ituptun of the Jlvrits, and of the Safe DcUvCi'y of the TVoman hy 
the ('nsinian Station. Ih Dr. I.t nw rr. I’li \xk. — In our third number, p. 222, 
we :uldurril stum* ensv s of ruptui\-d uterus, terminating favoui-.ibly, with a view 
4 ii «*ontn)v rrmg (lie opinion of Dr. Jlunter, tliat in such cases, any attempt to 
rrli. vcthe woman w.is • luel. 'I'be following case furnishes additional testi* 
moii) to tlie Slime efli ct. A woman, n:t. 44, a native of Varma, and tlic mo-* 
tlier of fl\i‘ chihlivn, was taken in labour of her sixth child at tlic beginning of 
the nintli month of pregnancy, August the 9th, 1817. A midwife was called, 
who ailimlcd her the necessary help; hut as the patient was standing up, she 
snihleiily seized with\oiuiting anti faintness, and wras therefore imincdi- 
iiU'ly eonxexed to lied hy tlie midwife and attendants. At the instant she was 
laid on llic hetl, .^lle fell soinelliing give way in the abdomen, and then, to use 
lier ow n expression, it appeared to her as if there were two children in the 
’..'oinl). Under tliesc cirnimstauces, a surgeon was sent for, who recomme^^ 
Cl! to her rest, as he concciveil the sensations of the woman arose from therttio-' 
tioiis of the ftetus during the act of vomiting. Hut the midwife, finding that 
tire abdomen was more and more distended, llial lhe*\omillng continued, and 
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the breathing was tlifflcult and intemiptctl, sent for Dr. Joscpli Ilossi, professor 
of imdwifery. profoss<ir Kossi, on a nuiiuli; examination, decided that the ute¬ 
rus was rupliiredj and after conbulting with lus Jatljor, Dr. Francis llossi, and 
other practitioners in the town, lie, in common with liis colleagues, decided 
that the Cxsareaii operation w’us absolutely indicated in the present case. The 
operation was perf'ormed two Iiouvs after the rupture of the uterus is siipfioscd 
to have taken place, by I’rofessor Cccconi, in the presence of the two l)rs. 
Kossi, Professor Pi/clli, and others. Tlu; incision Wiis made on tlic left side of 
Uie abdomen, just in tlie sjjot where the feet of the child could be felt. After 
the incision was made, the feet immediately presented themselves to view; and 
the living chihl, togetlu r with tl>e placenta, were then removed. Forty days 
after th(B operation, tlie jiatient \v!is perfectly restored, :md able to walk out. 
Hter nttlUies some time after this appeared; and in the spare of three years 
from tills period, the s:iiue woman w as delivered of a seven month’s child, which 
lived fourteen days. ()>cr the spot where tlic incision was made in the abdo¬ 
men, a cicatrix of tJie size of an apple remained, w'liicli, although it could never 
be completely liealnd, causetl the patient vi-ry little inconvenience. 

Two cases similarto the above tHTorred tj> M. I.ambroJi, in Orleans. In the 
one ease he pcrf<n*mcd the operation eighteen hours, and in the s» coiul, lw<» 
hours after the rupture of the uterus.—\'idc Kvt. Jlufiturc dc Vtdtrus, ni lhi‘ 
Diet, dts Sc. M£(h t'ol. AXAV- p. 2 jo.— S,dz/iu/\i'cr JA tZ/V. iit/Vi/ig. I'clf. 11123. 

73. JCx^ukion of the Plarndny Pour Mtuilhx after DtVtvn'rj .— A woman w.as 
delivered m January tif a dead child, in wliicU putrefaetion had coiTmicnced in 
difterent parts of the body, 'flu* midwife made many useless ctforts to I'xtract 
the placenta; she pulled so hard indeed In the funis as to Iireak it otf. 'flic pla 
centa still remained in the uterus. 'I'Jie cervix uteri closed, and wcithcr uterine 
pains noranydischargcindicalcdt he ]>robal)Ilily of till- expulsion «fthe:ift«r-birtli. 
The woman enjoyed a pertoct stale of liealth till the follow ing .May. Sliglit pains 
and a sanguineous discharge then a]jpcarc<l. 'PJiCiC symptoms l.islial Imt a 
short^ time, and again returned. They wa re now more sl vc re, and were follf)\v'- 
ed by the expulsion of the placenta, the presence id w liich in the uterus, during 
so long a period, had been productive of no inconvenience. — Gtiitiuu* dtuli-cltt 
Xoit^ekr. fiir. CeburiUmmh. 

74. Prp^nuncyi with Canfier of the i'errij' lltri. —Dr. l.vrp.nr.T'i, a practi- 
tibner in llavaria, has I’clatcd two eases of this nature: the lir',t ]u ovt s lluit cotj- 
ception may take place, if tlic full term of uti ro-gi station be ecjiujdi Ual, not¬ 
withstanding the presence of carcinoma of the neck of the uterus, jinnl'U d It 
be not far advanced. In the second case, the sctiirrous was far in the ulci rafivi* 
stage Ijcfore impregnation tor>k place, and the vom.iu misearih'd at l|jc< ml of 
the third month, and died, by which an <ij)porluiiil\ v as .lii'orded of examining 
the parts.— Dutletin dcs Sc. Mureh, l.SJ.S, yiv///* Jnurmil Jur (•ilmrlshnlfi ^ 
£5?c. Tbm. VII. 1827. 

75. Dthichmcnt of the Placenta hy injir/hu} oj the Pmiis. —In «tur lliiril Xnm- 

ber, page.223, we noticed this mctliofl of dctacliing the jilaccnt.i, and laid he- 
fbre our readers the evidence that could at that time be eolli etcal w iili regai'«l 
to its utility. Since that perio! the practice has attracted cf/usich ralile atleii- 
tiofl and as far us we can learn, has br<-n found useful. In /to /*.s Ma^az/uf a 
case is related by Dr. Hoflrnan, in which, atler the delivery of tin- child the pla¬ 
centa remained adherent, the os uteri coiitraeted, tlu* uti rus and ahdojm-ii en¬ 
larged, while the paleness, faintiu s-^ and los« of ptdsc imhc.iti il internal h.cmor- 
rhage. The injection of some warm wateiand spirits, was inoiic niinute follove- 
cd by the contraction of the ul< r.i ami sulisiapienllv liylhe exptdsion of the 
placenta. The patient recovered npidly. — t'n/i Jn.irmd dts I’ll. l.\. 

Two cases are recordi d in the \nurclh- Hildiulhitpo Muliruliy fur .'Ifiril Ita.! 
hy M. l)upart|uc, in whk^i lliis im .ms was i injiloyml with auccess. 



^ MhIicoI Jurisprvfhnc^. 

In January last M. J,rpi*ris jirrst’ntrd to Ihr Medical Society of Paris, alonfj 
nicmoii* on this subject, illiislmled cases, wliieli was very favourably rcporteil 
on by a c,ommitt«‘c ninsistinjy of MM. I)i ciia tkau, (Jiiailt.y, and GKsrnitiw, The 
Ooniinitlta* ciose 1]i(*ir r('poi*t with the followinff obscivations. “'Pile author, 
(^. l.cs^Tas,) has cndoavoiiretl to rest'acl himself to actual experience, and he 
a])ji<*ai'sto us to have <U‘nionsti*alcd 1») fuels the* safety in all eases, of injections 
liUotlu* vessels of the e.liord after the hirtli (»f the infant, their cfhcicncy in 
causinj;' a s< paralioii of the placenta, in arresting- haemorrhage fro»* a partial de¬ 
tachment of this body, and linally in sliimilating the uterus in cases of inertia 
of this organ. 'I’lie \ ie\vs we have taken, ainl tlio experiments we h..vc report- 
c<l eonduct also to tliis important pimctical fact, that tiu* effect of the injections 
can be rcgulati‘d by grudualing the tein])cratiire ant (piantily of the fluid in- 
Jeeteil, In rendcrUig It more or less sl\ ptic, anti l)y augmenting at pleasure the 
impu]s(‘ by which It is tlirown into the vc'ssels. If a few ounces of fresh water 
be adeipiale for the separation of tlio pl.iccntain o?*tlinary eases, it would be im- 
pnideiii to trust tf» Ibis quantity in dangerous lixnioiTliages from partial de- 
laeliinent ofibe placenta witli absolute ineitia of the uterus. In such eases we 
sliouhl ra])idl\ lill and disleiid tlie ])laecnlal vessels, so that the cold and stjqi- 
lie lliiid sTiould be driven cviMi to the uterine snrf.ic.c* bt'thus forcing it to 
e\»ule from llu* plueent-i.*' 'J'lui meinoir and report are ]mblibhcd in the 
I\'». iff the Jiiui'tuil r.d iic MttUrinf'. 


MKUICAr. JUUISI»]a^nKNCK. 

7b. Sn/jdiunt' .'it'ii/ddciiirf in Ihc Ftvlusnfa whoptnanned hersdf with 

Siifjt/if'nr . /atf .—A ^\on)an, at the lost ])ci‘iod of pia-gnaiicy, poisoned herself 
wiih eoneentrated sulphuric acid. Stte kejjt it secret until tlu.* moment of her 
death. 'I’he last elibrts of nature were exerted to give birth to the child. Upon 
« \.im]ii:itioif»of the body ofliie infant, sul])1uiric acid was detected in the cavify 
of the pleura ami peritoneum, and also jii the Jicai‘L and bladiiei*. Its presence 
was also ascLi-lainetl hi llie ficpior ainnii.— Gewnns (kutsvkc 'Atits* 

77. In/ Siil/)hurir .//m/.--ln October, IH'Jb, a young woman al- 

teinplcd to sw allow three <ninc<'S of the sulpluit-ic acid of the sho])S. The 
greaU r ])art ofibe a« i»l was, lM)We\er, njected, and, according to her own ac- 
. iMinl, only l\\ o or three s|)oonluls went fairly down licr lln-out. Her vomitings, 

I ries, ami eoiiMdsums, utliaeti il the neighhours,Av!io endeavoured to give her 
water (o diitdv, Imt in \ain, as slu* coulil not swallow. In the eveningaphy- 
sb-ian Was calU d to bi r assistance, wJio ri-eommended h-eches to the tUruat, and 
fomentations to tlte epigastniim; bnl the one produced no relief, and the other 
was InsMjiporlable. ’I'jie wrelchecl i)atii.-iit stdfered inexpressible torture, and 
could onh swallow a few spoonfuls of drink. It w as on the fourth day from the 
accident that l)r. 1 .ehidols saw' tlie > imng w oiiuiii. She w:us !> ing on her back, 
the lowir limljs ligbl, lac*- ]>ale, eoiiiitenanct' sunk, tongue sotl, moist, and 
w tiite, as was the ])alaline arch; but lln- uvula and velum pendulum wei*c of a 
«lei*j) red colour. Slie complained of se\erc pain in tbc tj-acl of the (JCSO])hagU8, 
aiigim nil d l>v pressure, or aiu ;ittcm[)l to sw'allow, cough, or even speak. The 
epiLV'istnum w;is e\tremel> sensible to ])ressure. 'riu* ingestion ofthe smullo.sl 
'.intit\ of llii'ids into tlie stomaidi ca*rsed nausea, and efforts to vomit. Tlio 
abdoUK-n W'as soft, tuit! of luitural tcuipej-atuve, pulsi* b-thli*, res])ii’ulioii slow, 
tin- low« y < vlreiiiilies eoM, iiitelleel unalb*ct«il. In the course of the following 
d t \ s e s\ nipit.nis be« aiiie nnhgtileil, ami she could sw allow some spoonluls ot 
iiiolli. but eniai lailou advanced rapidiv, witlnnd anv fchrilc moveimmts in the 
svsiem. A 1r<>ul>iesoiiu eoiig'Ii now came on, and slu* sunk on tlu* fifteenth day 
IVoin lh( i< eidi ni. 

’On liissi clion, tin* internal siirlace of Ihi* iesopiia*'Us was ot .a cherry rcd- 
\o V,—iNov ISIS. \ l\)\ 
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ness, and Its structure so soft, that it vtfis easily laccratctl by the finjfcrs. Tn the 
stomach there were v.ii*iou.s appearances, as lon^ stripes, of a deej> red c<>lour 
—sevcnil spots where the nmcoiis membrane vils destroyed, and red gruiuilu- 
tions spi’outJnf," up. Near the pylorus, there was a gRU' menihraniforir. layer, 
like that which covers an old blistered surfirc, beneath wliir.h, tlu' mucous tis¬ 
sue was of a vivid red colour. The small intestines were of a violet etjlour, con- 
tRicted, and containing only bile and mucus. I'hc Iarg*e iut<*stiiics were empty', 
.•uid rigidly contracted. The heart wa.s very large—nearly twice its n.atural size 
—marks of engorgement and infiammalum in the lungs—nothing cMraordinury 
in any of the other viscera. 

The principal ohject v\hieU Dr. Lebidois appears to have in view, in the 
publication of this c;lsc, is to sliow tlic rentarkahle want of febrile symptoms in 
a most intense gasti*o-eiiteritis. Ifj ns the scliool of llroussais ipainlains, tiu' phe¬ 
nomena of fever be ow iiig to in’itation <jr inHammatlon of the mucous membrane 
f)f the stomach and bowi ls, how is it tliat we liad none of these phenoniena ]n'c- 
sent when the said mcmljrauc was iiitcnscU' inflamed, and, in many' places, de¬ 
stroyed^ lJut then it is to he recollected, tl»at inflamniution of the stoinacli and 
bowels, resulting from general caus('s, as those of fc\er, a])[)rn‘d to the consti¬ 
tution at largo, is a very different thing from that phlogosis, which results from 
a direct local application of irritating or p4)is()noiis Milistanccs to the stomach it¬ 
self. Ill the first case, the m4)rl)ific agents, (s.ay marsh miasma,) haic acted 
on the nervous system, and reaeliecl the point of prodiu-ingiidlnmmation f)f llic 
gastro-enterilic lining—in the other case, the local irritation acts at onctj on the 
stomach, and may not ]jrodfice great constitutional disturbance in partii ubr iii' 
dividuals .—Archlns Ghicru/es. 

78. Ejcperimenh serving to (htcnninc the Qu€i>linnf wficilnr, in of Poii'fm- 
ing, it h pnssibic to ditteovir the nature of the PoisonoU'i SaLstunre, inn a long 
time after death, By' M.M. Orui.a andl.r>>yiu—“ 'J'licse cxpi nuients, which ap¬ 
pear to have had for their foundation jiuheial tpicstions proposed in ccrt.un oli- 
score cases of poisoning, have been contliiclcd with ctpial patlcncf^, persever¬ 
ance, and ability. The distinguished authors w'cre aware that their difllcidtics 
wouhi increase the farther putrefaction was advanced; and ;dso that it w»nihl 
be much more easy to delect miiUTal tlum vegetable poisons, since thc-*e last 
lose their chc*mical ])ropcrljcs by decomposition. Neva rlhcless, they have 
arrived at tliis remarkable coitclusion—that If animal mutters, miv^ d with a mi¬ 
neral poison, are immersed in a licpiid, it is impossible, afU r a cerl.iin time, to 
recognize the poison in the litjuid—but tlial it is decomposed, combined with 
tlic anlmid matter, or preeipitate<l in the form of a powder, or magma; whilst 
vegetable poisons arc always «llsc(>vcred in the liquid, and arc only <li com]ioscd 
in part. MM. (irfUa and Lescur institutcd«lwo sets of evpenments;—1. Mine¬ 
ral and vegetable poisons, in large and small doses, di.s.soh cd in alioul a jiinl of 
water, were mixed with aiumal m;itter, and c.xposiil, in vessels with large 
mouths, to the open air, for ten, fifteen, ami eiglilcen inonlhs;—llic wati v vv.is 
renewed in pi'oportion as it evapor.itcd. 2. The same poisons, mixed with ali¬ 
mentary matter, such as albumen, meat, gidatine, were encloscil in sto¬ 
machs and intuslincs, v\ hich were placed in deal boxes, and burieil in the earth 
to the depth of two feet and a half. After the lapse of several months, these 
boxes were opened, and their contents analyzed. On tlie other liand, in <U'der 
to ascertain tip to what periiid after dcatii vestiges of the inti'stiiial canal (ould 
be traced, dead human lioilies were i nriiAl in deal coflins t4) tlie <leptli of foi*4*- 
feet and a half, and dlsintern d one month, .six months, ten, or even seventm ii 
months afterwards. r‘om t!u;se experiments, wliirh ai j- imt \i t efiiieltided, it 
appears that even some years .ifter deatli, and when no otlicr n maining^soit 
part is cognizable, that, on llie si<les of the vcHebnd eolumn aj«l in the aluhi- 
men, there is to be found a kind <»fl)row nish ])ast4‘, or grease, w'lfuh isev idently' tin 
remains of the digestive canal, and in which part tlie poisonous siihslance may 
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. hu loiiiicl, t iLlicr altered or jii Us natural hlatc. The results of the e\peiiniciils 
arc as follow .— 

** tSitIp/iunc l.st eonrtJtfrufuf. —It is ])ossibIe to (listliii'uish its presence 

many inontiis, or evc*n years, afU r its inixtui-c with animal matter. 2tUy. f'in/ 
• rftf'akf and luivcil with MiUstaiices wliicli, tluring* ])Utrefaction, having ifiven out 
:i jcood tlc:d of aniinoni-i, it is saturated by tliis alkali, so as to leave little or no 
free arid jit the end of a few niontlis. In tliis cose, the prohahility of poisonini^ 
is veiy weak? hut if a certain cjiiantity of free aciil remained, its existence would 
he proved with certainly by treating’ tlie li(|uid with pure ' S-curbonate of 
lime. 

“ Nitric Jicid, Is/ cnncrnfralcd ,—This is cognizable several moiith.i after its mix¬ 
ture with animal mailer, and whilst putrefaction is at its lieight. To succeed, 
recourse must he had ratlicr to potash than to mehi.lie copper. 2dly, Weakened 
with water, and ift>i’d in small (piantity, being actively saturated by ammonia 
resulting from the decom|)usitioii of bodies, tlic existence only of lutmle of am¬ 
monia can be proved? which, ?is it mayresiill from pulrehictiun alone, docs not 
necessarily imply jxiisoning. 

“ Jtrsrnmna .'ivUl .—It is ]j()ssih]c to detect the presence of this acid even after 
the lapse ^f some years: ne\eiilieless, to succeed in this, it must be freed from 
th<' greater j):ir( of the anuiKil mullevs w ith \\ hieh it is mixed, by evaporating to 
dn ness tlie licpior cont.imlog il, and hy shaking, for several minutes, in boiling 
tlistillcd wat<T, llie p’-diu \ ofiln* e\:i])oraticm. If the ai’scnious acid has been cm* 
]>lo\ed in Uu: solid form, it is not iinpossllde, even a long time after interment, 
to discoAi r here and there small grains, which, being detached by the help of 
a lienknife, will ju i senl all llu* characters of this pt^ison. Finally, as in process 
of time, it liecoun’s cliaiige*! into ai-si idle of ammonia, il may hapjicn that, after 
the lapse of *#)nie jear*., it ma\ no! lie posvlde to discover it, because the arso- 
nite being//lorc .soluf/fr xUiui the arsenious acid alone, may have passed 
tlirough tin* liohs of tlic collin, oi’ filtered tliroiigli the wood. KinpJoyed in a 
large (pianllli, this acid arrests the process of animal putrefaction. 

dorranirr Sul/fttiiaft .—This poison, {lissohe<l in water, is vciy easily deconi > 
posed by aliinial matter; so licit it is not possible, after some tlays, to demon- 
stratoits ]>resem c in the liipnd, otherw ise than hy means of a plate of gold, and 
one of tin, assisteil hy the :ictlon of tin* hydrochloric acid. 'I'hc more animid 
matter empli*y ed, Ific more su!)lim:it(‘ w iil he decomposed. Jt docs not appear, 
how ever, licit they can decompose the whole of the sublimate? since, by the 
assistance of llic plate of gold, it has hecn possible, at the end of mtiny hMtns^ 
to proihi^e (in attnu of iindallir nu renry from .a solution of six grains of subli¬ 
mate mixed with a I'unt (imtnlihj of aniiicd matter. In every case, by treating 
tliese matters, which h*i\ing decomposed the snhiimalc, with heal and wnth pot¬ 
ash, il is posdhle to piodnee metidlle mercury, even si’veral veal’s after tlic 
suhlincite has ueleihipoii the m, thJ^refore, if the presence of this metal docs not 
prove the existence ofsuhliniute, it proves, at least, the presence of sonic mcr 
curial ])]‘i‘p;iralioii. 

“ Turtar Euntir. —'I'his, mixed, with animal matter, is decomposed in a few 
days? sotliat tlie t:irla ic ariil i.s destroyed, and the oxyil of antimony preci]>i- 
tati’d. Il is, then, impossihle to detect it hy the reagents nsiially employed? but 
metallic .inlitnony may lie olitained from the animal mailer even after the lapse 
of some montlis. 'The aho\e altonition is rather the art ion of w'utev and air upon 
llie salts, Ilian ot the animal ncitteis? for cxjieriinent prox’S that a .solution ot 
tliree gr.iiiis oi tail.ir cnietic in one nint ami a half of distilled water, cxpo.seil 
to tile ;ur, undergoes 1 he s.une decomposition? and that it is no more possible l<' 
recogni/.e the. pn sem e of tins .s.ilt at the end of thirty or forty da} s, than if gx:- 
iatine <n' ;ill)i:incn liail tn’i-n added toil. 

. iottih i'l !.init. — F.xperinu nt prows that it is not in the liquitl in which it 
lias hi eii dissohed that this sail is to he found, if it has hci'ii in contjicl with 
animal maUi v, for it needs only tin lapse ofa short lime, ami not a single atnm 
•\ cinaiiis III I Ik solution hut a certain tpiaiitilv of iiictallic lead Jiiav he oblainC'l 
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I >y drying the blaclclsh-gniy jirccipilnto aiul liic unlmal maUcr, and cjilcinioi*, 
iJicminastivnglifat- 

Vrolo-hiftlro VhUnatv. of Tin .— Very lililc time cliipsi's hetbre tlic iinimal 
matter dccomjjoses a \\ alcry solution oi'lhis Mibslama*. Jlis obtained \ty di'yinjj; 
separately tJic intcsliiies, and a gra\l.sli Hoccuiciit matter whicli Is prccli)italcd. 
J^y calciiiatloii tlie ir<'talllc tin is produced. 

f^nlphatc of ('npi)rr .—IJy inixturc with animal matters, tlie deulo-snlplKilc 
of copper in solution, is dccoiiiposedso entirely, lliat, after accrtaiii time, not any 
remains in the liquor. Ncvertlieless, this decomposition is ih»I so rapid that a por¬ 
tion of the salt may not be bmiul in solution after the lajiseof a few months, if the 
operation has been performed with a few dnicUms of the deulo-sidphate; but in 
cveiy case where tlve salt of copper cannot be found in the litpild, lake tlie so¬ 
lid matters and beat them with charcoal to obtain the metal, whilst uiiolher 
portion of U\e charcoal should be iieatcd with nitric acid, to obtain the nitrate 
of copper. 

“ P'crrffgr/s.—lty remaining in contact with animal matter in the earth, it 
decomposes itself, ami tlie tlcul(»' 0 \yde of eop]>cr forms, with the fat of ll»o 
dead body, a sort of soapy matter insolulile in water. In a car e of pois»>mng b). 
this substance, it ^\oulll be ptjs^iblc to th-monslrate the ])resence 4 >f dv iito 
oxyde of eoppc’’, means of b\droebloric acid and ealelnalion, many months, 
or even many yeais, after interna nt. 

** ^^itraic ofSth'U '.— 'I’liis subMance, nben dissoUed, is rapidly am I i'om)))i t(.ly 
decomposed by animal matters; so ih.il it wonhl be necessary ti» * luU-.utiur 1*» 
reproduce the metal from the solid siib>«.lane<‘, if c.dletl upon to prommm i npfni 
a case of poisoning by tills ihctal. J>y' drying ard calcining sc[iaralvh the intes¬ 
tines and a brownish Hoceulciit piceipilale wlneli was formeil in tlie c.\pen 
ment, metallic siher was pioduccd. ^ 

** Jlyflro-i'hlonitc of GolJ .— I’he same rc suit as in the jirceeding ca.se. 

JlvvhiU’if MtO'phitt. — 1. In a c.iso of [inllci.il disinlcrnu'iit, it is po'-slbliMo 
detect tlie presence of this salt sevcr.d niontlis alu r death, or of imnpbia siin 
ply. 2. Ill ordi i* to do tliis, not only must the liquids be acted upon, but (lie 
suspected solid contents; because, if the ])oi>f)ning hail 1 h eii aecoinpTlslu.d l») a 
watery solution of the acetate of morjilua, tins might lia\e deeompo-'cd, 
and the morphia Jjarllv j>recij)ltated. J.css niorplfia would, in trulli, iit J>ri 
cipitaled than might be sujjposed, because part that bad been ilt compoM-d 
would be redissolved by the ;iimnoiiia formed during putrefaction. It is aln .uly 
known that in precipitating inorpliia in aweak solution of the acetate. In nieaie. 
of ammonia, it is suliieient to agitate the precipitate foiafew ninuu nts, mnl in a 
mixture of water and uminonia, to redissolve it. <j. 'fri obtain tlie niorplila e\ 
isting in the solid parts, iln.se parts must be treated se\ei'al liine-^ wjlli ah oho!; 
then, evaporating the sohilion.s, treat the product w ith water iihxeil with ai etie 
acid;—witiiuiil this ])rccauiioM, it \v<»uld Ife tliflU ult to m parate the in<»rphia 
from the f;it f)f the tlead both, wbudi is forineil aliuiulantly w lien the body is in 
the earth. It, by cliaiicc, tin- li<|utd slionid In; < olouri d, the colour may lie re¬ 
moved by heating it w ilh animal carbon purihed, or bs li lie ring il several tiim. 
ilirough lliat substance, without h;i\ing reconisc to the suliacetate of lead, or 
hydro-sulphuric acid, whic.b, to say the least, is us(;lcss. 5. It is easy to si r, 
in comparing tlie action of nitric acid, and of llie Irlto-hydro chlorate of iron, 
upon the suljstanccs that have liccn llic snbji cl of experiment, that the nitrie. 
acid has constantly redilem tl '. rn, even wben slightly eolonred, wbilsl 1 lie salt 
of iron has only given tlieiii a lihu- tint when they were before jn it«clly colour 
less; and in some r;ises it lias produced a n*ddisli colour, alliiongli the tnalh I's 
were colourless. 0. 11 would be rash to pronouuec q//////«////r///, ui a imlit ial 
in(|uiry, that poisrniiiig b\ a prepaiMlIoii of inoi'pliia bat] i..keii jdaee, oulv in - 
cause the blue .ind rtd < olonis l< nt been ob.servi'd; lliese vrould lonu ni< rily .( 
slight prc.siiiiqition. 7. 'I'liis W'oul.i iinl !je tin l.iso if < rysljlh/i i| uioiplii.i i ould 
he obtaiiK'il, (;i.s in the (. Npi-rim-nts,) insoluble Iti wait r ami i tiu-r, sidubh in 
alcohol and in nitric acid, fusible in a gentle licat, and posscssiUj'., in short, ul' 



ChcmistT^/. 

.Ilia kncm'ji chamclors <»f tliat hubstanca; llicn it mighthc aflirmcd tliat llic nial 
Let* h«> was iiioi‘|)iiia. 

** J/t/ifrn-i'hloralt of ilruchir. —It is]>ossil>la to prove the existence oi*this|pill 
ami of hrnciiia in IIk; canal many months after <leal)i; but, as in the 

igi'iiier case, mere colour cannot be relied upon, but the substance itself must be 
produced. 

of Strifi'hnhir. —Detected many months after death, when mixed 
with aiiiiual matter, e\cn tliouich the mixture has been exposed the air. 

** /iijiirori/iinic .7c///.—-From the experiments of M. I..assaii 5 ;uc, iS proved not 
to be possible to demonstrate by clicniical means, small cpiantnies f this acid 
Ihiec da>s alter dcalli. The disappearance of tlic poison dcpeiidsupon its de¬ 
composition. 

** — I. 'I'iic niorpliia oxislini^ in opium is iiot chan}>*cd liy its contact 

with animal matfl.-r, any more lli.in the acetate or any other salt containiiijj; 
It. 2. It is nuich more diOicnIt to prove the existence of opium w^hen intr/i 
diieed into (lie s(om:u’)i ol'a di :i(l bodv^tlnm inerc'ly a salt of nior{>hia. .>. In 
any case, it is not possllilc to ])ronounce all'innolhrh/ iijioii a case of poisoniiij^ 
by opium, luit by recoL;ni/iiu^ all iKclumi'u :il an<l physical prfijiertics. This is 
not impos^ble to lie done scm imI d.t\s ,dti r dealb; but it may not bttso easy to 
prove liial the pf»isonmi;' lias taken pl-ice by merit opium, l>y niorpliia, or by one 
of its salK. 

“ (Untfhtirhh s.—An inleslliie «'ontaim-r| .i drachm of cantliarides, po\vdci*ctl and 
jiii\eil ujiij nil at and the vvliiti; ol an \m r»* d'sinti. i red at the eiidofliiiK 

iiKMitlis. tlie inatU r coulaiiwd in it \\ .is coum ited ^iilo tlie Jal of ilead bodii’s, 
.Old liere aiul lh« re v\:is sju’il bs the naket! e\».* a multltiido of shining' points ot 
a lic.uitiliil i^iii ji, lonni d b\ llie. p-»\idtr. ilytiiallng llie mass with lioiling 
viatiT, the !al #v.is ni« bed, and laine to the siirliicc in llie form of a layer of oil, 
wlulsl llie bii|.;hl pai holes fi II to the bottom; lhi.se po.s',e:^sed all the propirtie*^ 
of I'.nilUaridi's. 

“'The memoir is lerntiiialcd !»> a ipicslion ])ro]>oseil bv the autliors tlicin- 
•.i'lvi's—\ 1 /. whether tin- saiiii- n suits \i «iuld eiisue in llie dead body if poison 
id ihinng iTfc" Tin v ansvvi r, \es. ifa* the iiioim nl of ilialh tlure remained 
a i|Uaulity o| llie poisonoii ■» suhsiaiici.* in the intestinal i anal, appreciable by 
' lieiuicMl iiH ans, 'The < hief [loinl Is to know' W «• v\ Inch tin, 

e\j)ei»jiu uti r i oidil disi «»v»,r iv> i-nty-lour hours alti r ili .dli, could be dclecteii 
ten, hliicn, or Iwi nly inonllis alh r iiilenneut; and lluy regard this possibility 
as plai'ed bevi.iul a doiihi, bv tluir esperiments.**— l.'nulon ^lnHval 
I Ji. .\/i. .M, fnnn Ilf ,‘ii'vlin’t H /i» mVu/*..s, .Uni/, 


tllf'.MISTUV. 

nV/Z/i .v;»t7i' (f Ijum. uon/in.^'l his has been aiialv /.ed liv M. A'ai <ii r.i i n, 
aiiil found to i ontaiii tin same principles as the couuuon species, luit only* halt 
the ijuajilily ofenutine .—Jonnuit dt J^hannadc. 

SO, .hn'lifs'os ufo sfin'tiimi if ('ntauroKN i^erspirutiou. lly .f. nosTOCK, M. ]). 
- -'I’ln i|uaiii ity obl.uned v\ .is four ounces. “ It \\ as of a dingy brown colour, w as 
spun ulial op.upit, vvuhoul oilour, and dul not appe.iv to l>e either visi ulor le 
naeious its spi.eiln* gia\ity was 1.01J7; it was \i rv slightly alkaline. \fier 
sl.iiiihug ai I'l si for 1 v\ I'lit V-lour hours, it bi g-an to ileposii a lloei iih ul jii’nipi 
late, vv )u< li aiipi ai’i d to < ouslst pi'iueip.illv of iilit’i s ol \v oo| or colloii, deru i li, 
as \\ e jjiav pi i - onu-, iroin tlu* e lot lies i>r bedding* on \\ liieli tin pi rspir.tl ion bad 
!)ei*n tie posit I«I, all ei* t lie se| lai alioii ol this substance Uii* M nn 1 w .is h tl in arly 
tiMn>pai‘eiil, altiiou;>h the cohinr v.as not mucli changed. .>•)<) grain*, of the lliiu! 
w 4 re CNposeil to 11n* atniosplu 1*1 in a sh.illow capsule Ii iind< rvvcut no t)crce]» 
'dill* change for acvciMl day s, lull at length the coiyur betaine elceper, and a 
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small cjuantiCy of firown matter adhered to Oic nules of the plass; at Uie same 
tin^ it Juul ac<iiilrcil u slightly pulriil odour. As the cva])oiiil'um coiitinoed, a 
ihIB of cnslaJs was i^mdiially formed, u hich in the centre were well delined 
cubes, nearJy uillioiit colour, suiToniuh-d b\ an impcrfcetly ciystalli/ed mar¬ 
gin, mixed with a portion of exlraiieous matter. Tint capsule was then kepi 
for some time a* a teinpcratuiv of 200°^ tlic residuum, when completely dried, 
amounted to 8. t j^Tains, iiuUcatinj^* >ery nearly 1.7 per cent, of solid contents 
in the fluid. A second portion of tlie tluiil, without previous exposure to liic 
atmosphere, was evaporated at a tenipcralure of 200'^, until it appeared to he 
completely dried, when tlic amount of the residuum was found to be 1..12 per 
cent.*’ On analysis it w:ts found to consist of water 981.7—animal matter 4.G 
—muriate of soda 12.56—soda 1.14—phosphates and sulphates, a trace. To¬ 
tal, 1000.00. 

Tlie animal mailer was found to be partly s()hil)lc and partly insohihlc in al¬ 
cohol. The alcohol I>cinf;‘ cvaporate<I, affordid a n-sidiium miinifesling* a eer- 
laiii rescmlilance to urea, being* a]iparently intermediate in character hetw'cen 
this substance and osma7.ome. The part which was insoluble in the ale(»ho!, 
resembled most nearly the suhslaiiee which forms tlic principal ingrcilii'iil ol 
tlic sci*osjty of tile blood. There wras a \i.-ry minute and scarcely ajipreciahle 
portion of albumen, but no jelly. 

A comparison of this analysis with the account ijivcn by Marcel and llcive- 
liitsofthc composition ofUie serum, itaiipears that the ])erspiration in this ease 
diffused from the scrum of blood in tlic smaller ])roportion of tlic solid coiiU nl > 
g’enerally, and especially it(,the almost total absence of nlhiirncn; whih* it ag'm •• 
with it in containing* a considerable (piantlty of muriate of Mida, .i ]jf>rtion ot 
uncombined soda, and a cpiantily of animal matter, wliicli is s<inil.u* to that cou^ 
tained in serosity. It must therefore he considered as esscuitinllv belonging' to 
the class of serous fluicls. 'I'hc account .iciien by Dr. llo.stock of the pi rspiia 
tion agTi'cs es.sentially with that of'I’lienard and of Professor Iteiv.ehus, c xc( pi 
in OIK* particular; both the latter foiin<i it to contain an uncombined aciil.—JA 
ftico^ijhirur^icnt 'rranmcthnf<i /«/. AY/'i 


MISCFJXA^EDUa. 

81. Senn} KpileplU' patients (Jj:stroyeil in/excessive thsis ttf fhv htplmei/niiie tn 
Prussic acid, petscrihed hij the physician of one of Ihrprinviptil hn^pi/a/s in /‘arts 
—M. A. N. t ii.Miui >, has published in the Jftnrnal (ienfrai(h Mf'dtvun , dr ('hirtn 
^i*ie. tl dc J*/iarm(tcie /'nnicaisrs ct /’islript^rres, ftr Jane lcS2<S, a detaded and 
hitjhly interesting’ account of this alVair. slates that M. lu rrus, physieiim to 
the Iticctre, liavlii}^ in liis ])rivalc Jiractice administered 1)ie Prussic acid w i>li 
much udiantagx: to patients witli epilepsy, dcleriniin'd upon ti sling* its i fli < I', 
upon a more extensive sc;i)e. lie had been hi the liahil ofcxhibiliiij^ it in 11 m 
form of syrup obtained from the shop of M. Pelletier, whi-re, it w.vs pie^iared 
after the manner directed by Majcndie in his formulary, 'fhe dose of this swu]-* 
which M, Perrus coninicnccd with, is that slateil in the formulary as a inediimi, 
that is to say, lialf an ounce. na>ini^ chosen as the sidiject of further expi rl- 
ment fourteen epileptics, aP between the ajjc.s of flftci n and thirty years, lie 
prcsci*ii)c<l for each the sy’ U) p of hydrocyanic aclil, w hich incdh iiic not being* i" 
the shop attached to the hospital, was ]>nvureil from tin* l*lnirnnirtv ernlrtildt 
lutpi/niix. So much was he convinced from his former experience, of tlic safety 
with whicli this medicine might be given, that it is said In* wished at lirsl, to bi*glu 
with an ounce at a dose, hut u)mn being told by the apoliiecary of the insL’inlu/ii 
that they had never exceeded a much smaller ijuantity, M. Pirrus conlcnlid 
himself with directing his onhnary dose of half an ounce. In conformity to llic 
prescription of tliis pliysician, •)ii the 17lh of May, half :m ounce of tl»e cyanii 
syrup mixed in four ouncca of the tisan of “ t'kicndciU** was cxliibited to cadi of 
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the epileptics. Tlie person chargcMl with this duty had already administered 
the medicine to seven ]>:ilicnls, and was pi*e[iarinj^ to g'ive it to utlicrs Vkhen his 
attention was directed to one ol* Ihcin, wlio appeared to be suflcring* very much. 
Jtc1i':u:iiig‘ his steps lie iimnd the lirst patient idrcady dead, the second CA.pirint^, 
•aijwl the third showing symptoms ot‘the poison. In about fifteen or twenty 
iiiiimtes the seven patients were all »h:ul!! 

'i’hc effect of such a catastrophe in sueli a gr.and cstalilishnicnt as the Bicetre, 
may lie readily conceived, 'fhe noise quickly s])read aliroad, ancl veaching tlic 
ears of tlie judicial authoj-itics, an iiupiesl was iminediati.ly inslitu*.ed at tlie in- 
sUincc of tlie procurcur of the king. 

M. t iendrin has very propi rly remarked, that the catiscs which ted to this event 
merit a p]ac(i in all the periodical works devoted o medicine, if it be for no 
Ollier pui-])osc than to jircvent tlie oecuiTeiice of similar accidents. From his 
slate.iiicnt we di*a^ the following particuluns. A decree of the parliament of 
Paris, ix^ndcrs it oblig:itory upon all upolhecarics in the kingdom, to regulate 
their officinal preparations in exact accordance with the formulas given in the 
(\nlr,c mvtticann nfariusy or established Pharmacopceia. lint this law has never 
InH'ii j-igoroiisly enforced, ns the codex has been gcnoiiilly considered by the 
nn)st intelligent of tlie profe.ssion as one of ilie worst of fomiiiluries. 'liie 
c)anlc s\ rup sent to the llicClrc w as pieparctl after Uic following direction in 
llie codex; 

H. Syrnpi simplie.l*, 9 partes. 

Aculi h\(h’oc\anicI 1 

Mlccantur iiilliuc ct exciplanUir lagnncuUi probe ylituninda. 

Acconling to tills prescription, the Prussic ;icid constitutes a tenth part by 
Weight, so liiat each of the ]);itients must have received in half an ounce of tlie 
syrup, iiearl} * drachm of tlie acid. 

'pic* pri paration of .Majen<lie, which M. I'crriis Iiad been in the h.abit of pre- 
scriliiiig ill his jirivale ])jMelicc, and w'hicli is the only form of the iiicdicim*, ti» 
!><• fciimdiii all the apotlua’ar^ .shops «f Pari.s, wlu rc tlie codex is never follow¬ 
ed, contains hut a one liiindred and Iwenty-ninth part by weight of the Pni.ssic 
acid, the formula directing ,”]. of the h\droc\anic acid to he mixed with Hjj. oi 
simple syrup, 'finis half ;iii ounce c»f Maiemtie’s preparation contains only tw’o 
grains aiul twenty-four ]i;Li*ts of a grain of the Prussic acid, wliilst, as has been 
sliow n, that made by tlie directions in the codex contains nearly a dnichm. 

After a detailed exposure of the en*ors existing in tlie codex in regard to 
cyanic jireparalions, and the fatal consequences related as ha\ing resulted from 
the adoption of ditferent formulas, M. Clendriii warns physicians against adopting 
any <ifticinul preparation of a pui.sonuiLS medicine, an eiTor in the preparation of 
which might lead to fatal consequences. ’Whether it he the Prussic acid, the 
mix vomica, or any oilier poisonou^ article, tliat is to he given, it should alw ays 
he added in siihslance to the quantity of the vccipieiil required for il-s proper 
ilihition. Thus with the Pnisj^lc acid, no accident would occur, if to a certain 
ipiantity' of synqitlicre wei\‘ailded a certain number of drops of the acid, blcmled 
with six parts of water, as directed by Majeiidic. And there wouUl he still less 
risk if the cyamirc of potassium were prescAc^^ substance in the dose of a 
quailcr or tliird of a grain. 

B3. KnrffvlupnJial Diriiimary of the Midical Srimerw —'flic Professors of the 
Medical Faculty of Jlerlin have conimeiiceil tlie publication of an Knc\clopedial 
Dictionary of the Medical Sciences. *ll is lobe conijileted in six yeai*s, and will 
consist oftwenty-five volumes, thick octavo. The first volume has already been 
puhlislied, a”il is spoken highly of; it has been forw arded to us, hut has not 
yet come to haiul, w<“ cannot therefore of cuui*se notice its merits, hut from tlie 
tahmts engaged III the work, w e feel assured that it W'ill constitute a highly 
valuable contribution to our science. 

* So. f/LHfihtiti for tin: lUind at Copvnfnurm. —Tiiisim^itiition w as founded in 181P, 
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amipossr.ssrrl in lR2fi a fnnil of /VO.OOO rW <lollar<5. The mimhcr of blind in 
llciiiiKU’k jjmpt v were nine hiiinlivd :niil sevt-uty-siv, of whirh Ihirly-eijcht 
W'frt- in (!r>penlKij 5 ‘fn, t\v«> liundrrd and lii’t\-si\ iti the island of Stadaml, one 
and si\ty-on(‘ in the* islands Kionia, liuland, Jnul Falslcp, four hntnlivd 
iiidlifU>six in .Intland, and litty-slv in Alsrii ancl Arron, Of this numljer 
<ii‘ly*one were rocciM-d in tiu* institution.— /fui/tfiti Mrd. tSci. Junv, 1H'2S. 

84, Yelhtw Ferfr, —Tiic coniinission named by the Aea<lemy of Seienrrs 
of Paris, to ilccree the prI^ls on Mcnliriiu* a»ul Siivg'ciy established by M. 
Montyon, awarded that ol 18,000 frs. Dr. Chen in for Jiis researches on \el* 
low fever. We make the following extract from their report. In the ^c.ar 
181I> Dr. Cheniii l>e.i;'.in his researches at Cuadahnipe, and not content with 
vlsilinji^ every patient allected with yellow ft\er that he had access to, he 
made aiitopsical examinations tm more liian fixe hundred bodies,in tiftecn 
months, at Pointe-a-l*itrc, hut this was not enoii;di to satisfx him, he continueil his 
rcsearehes ill America for ci.m'lit xcars, xisitin;* e\ery ])laee in which tlu'\ellow 
fever a])pi*ai*e<l, travcrsinc^ m this time not liss than thii'ly tlioiisand leaiij'ues. 
On his return to Kurojie, tlu; fi*ver w.is ra^Miv.^ in Spain, and he immedl.itely 
repaii'etl to that eounliy, aiul \isiti*<l i‘xcr\ ]d:iee inreetiMl wltli the dVse.tsc, the 
result of all Ins oliserxatioiis {^o to prove tli.K \ellow fever is not contai^ious, 
this o])iiiio]i IS sLi*cng‘thened I»\ the opiiiion of (jve hiindivd out of six Imndred 
ami ihhly American and Sp-misli ph)stciaiis, wliosc answers to his tpieslion'' 
he is now in imssessloii of.— /hiif. 


85. Vacniiuihm .—fn France, in 1825,587,0*18 children were horn, of whom 
.'»78,500 were vaccinated. '2J,.3ri ]>crsons hud the small-po\, oi’ whom 2J'1'5 
were disfij>'uri <I and cripple*!, an<l died. *' 

In the Ne.ipolitaa dominions in 1821, 2dl,y.>6 childi*cn were born, of whom 
(»7,y74 were vaccinated. 


In the Austrian 
Dominions. 

liOW'cr Austria - - 

Morjivla and Austrian 
Silesia - - - - 

Gallicla - - . - 

Styria. 

Croatia - . - - 

Militaiy frontier 
Aluritime IVonlier • 
Trans; hania - - - 

Callicia .... 
Hohernia .... 
'I'vrol, See. ... 
Cowi-r Austria - - 
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28,0.55 26,532 
27,601 26,211 


l,50.hM,-1 ly 
1,360 15,722 


182.1 I 67,669 64,020 1,175 1,574 13,818 

1823 |1.16,8.10 127,167 2,7-18 6,012 

1824 ; 21,202 20,358 333 60l 13,121 

1824 I 20,172 0,508 

l.Si-1-5 1*1,205 ' 3501 1,60.1 1.1,486 1 SO 

.1821 15,672 15,006 04 812 4,460 

1S21 46,857 

1821 150,116 140,134.5,7416,21.1 1,456 
U6,520 100,1162,lOf) 1,00,)'11,4.50 
18W 22,048 21,0.54! 228; 766i 9,06.5 

1821- 20,322 27,8771 20.1,416' 


makinff ultn|.;'ether, l(i,0S.» venereal ])atients in fixe yr:u*s. Of (his u/nihcr 
.50^ ])er cent, vxa-u-li Mst->l ..*)lel\-to stpirt <!ietetic rules, and .six weeks were 


c;‘i*ner.'illy found .suirn'ii-iiL i »i* tin* <-iiri*, ifllie sxnijitonis xxere not very sever** 
Seeoiitlary symptoms happi ned in the pnipurlion ol 7 J. percent. 'I'lic mer- 
eiirial Iri'atment was rwhipl* il in 40,’, percviil. Of ca.ses of secondary symp 
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'toms, there were 14 per cent. The fumigatory treatment by cinnabar, vas 
employed in per cent. I'lic relapses were as 22 to the hundred. I.ocu1, 
and otlier inodes of* treatment, were ordered for 5^ percent., and of these 7 
per cent, liad after symptoms. 

•* Culcidations made upon such a scale arc highly valuable, and must tend to 
settle the discrepant opinions of practitioiiers upon the comparative merits of the 
variousmodcs of treating syphilis.—i-ondf/7j Medical Gazette, FoL /. No, 26,1828. 

87. Jlnaiomiml CoUeclimi at BresUia ,.—This is one of the most complete in 
Europe, it consists of eight thousand articles, of wliich six thousand arc due to 
tile labours of Professor Otto .—Bulletin dcs Scitnees Aledicahs, March, 1828. 

88. Prize, of Experimental Phytsiology. —I'hc Royal Academy of Sciences on 
the ir>tli of June lust, aw;ir<lcd a gold medal to Dr. Dutrochet, for his discovery 
of the phenomena, to which he lias given the name of endosmose and cxos> 
inose. 


AMKUICAN INTEL!JGKNCK. 

On /Vnifuc. By Isaac IIatr, M. D. &c.—Tn our preceding number we pub¬ 
lished the first account* that had apjicarcd of a very widely prevailing cphlc- 
mic, to whicli the names dengue, dand)', boiKpiet^rhciiroatismus febrilis, &c. 
have been given, and in the present number will be found an interesting ac¬ 
count of the disease, as it appeared in Charleston, 8. C. by Professor Dickson. 
We propose, fli this place, to jirescnt sucli further particulars respccUng this 
epidemic as have come to our knowledge, and, a.s we think, will prove interest¬ 
ing to our readers. 

The disease seems to have made its first appearance in the Caribcan Islands, 
in the latte^* end of tlic ycai' 1827, to have extended westward among the 
islands during the winter, and also to have spread to the ports on the Gulf of 
Mexico; thence it appeal's to have travelled north—for the ensuing spring it 
prevailed in New Orleans, and diii'ing the summer we find that Savannah and 
Charleston w’cre severely visited by it. We have no evidence in our possession 
of its liaving cxteiulcd north of this latter city. It is true, it has ])ecn said to 
have appcai'cd in New York, and some eases are reported to have occurred in 
Philadelphia, but it certainly has not prevailed to any extent in tlic former ^ity, 
and tlic few eases that were .supposed to be dengue, and which have append 
In the latter, W’cre, we suspect, only OKliuary eases of rheumatism. 

The epidemic made its appearanifc in the Island of St. Christopher, in the 
latter ciul of December, 1827. The disease commenced, accoixling to Mr. 
S<pjaerj- with “very violent head-ache, severe pain in the temples, shooting 
towards the forche.'ui; frcrpicntly it was situated in tlie back of the head, 
stretching towards tlic neck and shoulders, which was one of its most painful 
positions, as tlic least motion created great agony, and it was difficult to find 
an easy jiostiire for tlie head. Tlici*c frequently was a painful sensation as if tlic 
head were drawn down toward.s one side or another; ])ain, or, at all events, a 
disagreeable sense of stiffness, was felt in the eyes, especially when moving 
tlieni from side to side, or raising them upwards: the patients expressed it, by 
saying the socket felt as if it were tou small for the eyeball \ frequently the eyes 
felt painful to the touch; the adn:da was slightly tinged with red vessels. 

“ Sliootiiig pains were at the .same time felt in the back, loins, and thighs, 
parti^'nlarly immediately over the knees, which soon became fixed and iincom- 
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I oriliMiisi-, hIik-Ii nievaiktl in iIu'ivluuilol'St.ChriMophrr.mthrlst- 
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nitoly severe: the same things took place in the arms, forearms, wrists, fingers, 
knl les, ankles, and feet, causing lameness; the calves of the l<*g3 were similarly 
affected. 

“ A rosc’olar eruption came out early in the disease, which covered the wrists 
and evtomled up the forearm; it spread over the backs of the hands; the ancles 
and feet were in the same state:; it was sometimes elevalcdin large wheals, and 
when it affected the neck, it W'as extremely painful: the hands and feet were 
considerably swvllcd. 

**In delicate females, the roseola came out on the face in patches, and on 
different parts of the body, and remained for several weeks after the other 
symptoms liad disaj>pearcul. 

“ Jt need luirdly be added, that motion of any kind greatly aggravali d the 
Bymptoros, and the gentle pressure of the liaml could scarcely be suffered,* 

“ Fever came on simultaneously willi these >:inous affections, or verj' soon 
was observed in conjunction with them, iiiurked In' a sense of heaviness in the 
head, and great Iistlcssnc'*s, nausc:u and loss of .ippi^tite, aiul, in delicate peo¬ 
ple, the irritability of stomach w as sometimes disiressing. Severe rigors, and 
alternating Hushes of heat; f.ice Hushed; ipiiik, full pulse; and hot dry skin; 
with, ill a few cases, delirium, were also observed. 

“ I'ain of stomach, sensible to gentle pressure, was present in one or two in¬ 
stances. 


The violence of the symptoms and fever lasted from four to five ilays; but 
it was never under seven or eight days Hut all the ])aius were gone. In most 
cases, the pains were felt for a much longer time; and in severe attacks, pain 
and tenderness to the touch remained in the eyes, hands, calves of the legs, 
ankles, and feet, for weeks :ificr\vards. 

These symptoms varied in number and degree of violence, according to 
circumstances, and were much influenced by mode of living and constitution, 
sex, and age. 

‘*7’he soldiers composing the garrison of Ilrimstone Hill, w’cre less liable to 
this disease than the inhabitants; and their attacks were not of so long conti¬ 
nuance, nor generally so severe. Nearly all the officers had it, anU it was se¬ 
vere in one instance only. Tlie verj’ general run it took amongst the inhabi¬ 
tants had the effect of its being supposed to he cpidi-niic; in many instances, 
not leaving a family till every one had been iitt.iek« <I. 

“The young and robust had smaK attacks, ami fever of shorter durtitlon, and 
they did not so often labour Under its efll cts; and were ev en exempt from one 
or two symptoms that afflicted people of an opportilc dcseri|]tion. 

** Delicate females and aged persons had more protracletl allaeks, and (hey 
suffered more from irritability of stomach; and the roseolar eruption in them was 
most remarkable; ami the feet continued swelled and tender, producing* lameness 
for some lime: Hie fing< rs were :dso .swclletl and painful. 

“ On account of the lingering nature of the disease, many were indured to 
suppose that, during the space of eight or ten weeks, Hu-y had fresh attacks, 
and were even impressed witli the idea that they must have a thiril attack be¬ 
fore they could get well: this was owing to exposure to tlie cold damp weather, 
which at first caused it, and consei|ucnt!y easily re-excited the pains they had 
not entirely got ejuit of. 

^‘This disease, in all the nstanees I have witnessed, was considered of a simple, 
and though of a violent luiiurc, y et there was notliing dangerous in it. It has 
been said to have tcrminati'd fatally in one or two iiistiinecs in this J.s]aiid: in 
some of the others it ha.s caused death in Several instances. 


‘‘This circumstance 1 am inclined to uUrilmte to s' iie untoward cornbiiintion 


of disease, or might be the u-sult of accident, as was the case in one in^tance. 
A coloured man, of the tow •' of Old Uoad, having* had symptoms of the disi iisc. 


* The stiffened form, oeeasionrsl hy the p^ins in the hcail connrated w'llh tho shoulder, and tha 
di'ead of motion, obtained for it the ruiita»ac name oi “ the dandy.** 
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thoiig’hl liimself sufficiently well even to go to his work, imprudently batted in 
the river, which aggravated the disease to such a degree as to cause his death: 
previous to which, the irrituhilily of stomach was very great, vomiting quantities 
of blackdooking matter repeatedly. 

* “ InHammation of llic stomach, T -im inclined to think, is the unfortunate 
combination which, in fatal eases, commonly is the cause of deatli. In a very few 
instances 1 have observed it in the commencement of the attack, and it was 
necessary to direct particular attention to tliis symptom, or comb ition; for, as 
there is a possibility of this combination appc>;iring in greater or less degree, so 
as pcrhaj)s to be little hecdeil, and be allowc<l to proceed too far, without any 
precaution being taken to remove it, it is at once accounted for how it may be¬ 
come the cause of death, and confirms the truth of tl.is opinion. 

“ JnsUinccs of^elapses were few* amongst the troops, and none of the linger¬ 
ing symptoms attachctl to them that have been enumerated in the description 
of the disease. 


Children seemed for some time to be exempt from this disease, but latterly 
they have also siifteretl. It was indicated by peevishness, and soreness on being 
touched; great irritability of stomach; in tliosc who were able to walk, an im¬ 
perfect manner of using the limbs was observed, causing them frequently to fall. 
Feverishness was present in all. 


** ’riierc were a feW pecnliarilies noticed in this disease, which entitled it to 
be consiilt red as a novel and unknown kind of morbid alfccUon. 1st. The ex¬ 


treme violence of the pains in the coniTncnceinent, and the peculiar sensations 
they created. 2d. Perspiration was not easily o^^ited. 3d. Thirst was not 
much complained of, even in the violence of the fever and in delicate females. 
4tli. 'rile roseolar erujitioii above mentioned, and the swelling and tenderness 
of tile haiuls rfficl feet, was not often observed in the cases in the gairison. 5th. 
Delirium was chiefiy confined to delicate females, aiul aged persons of weak, 
nervous constitution. 


“ The weather, previous to the appearance of the disease under considera¬ 
tion, and dyring its continuance, was of a nature unprecedented in severity in 
the M'est Indies, at least for very many years. 

“ 111 the latter end of November, and i.early up to the present period,* the 
weather became extremely boisterous, being nothing but a continuance of heavy 
rains and high winds; the evenings cold—very cold for this countiy, so much so 
that wc were obllg'cd to sliiit our doo!*s and windows on sitting down to dinner; 
and wc found it requisite to cover ourselves with a blanket at night. No Creole 
constitution could hold out against such weatlier; they arc generully of such a 
frame that tliey arc not at all capable of undergoing the fatigues and exposure 
of Kuropcans w'lio have been a few years in this country. Pcsidcs, their mode of 
living and their habits ;ire also verj^difterent from the regiments serving in the 
country. It was even surprising wc escajied as wc did; and although the dress 
of our men was not altered, which jit the time was merely linen trowsers, and 
whicli could not guard them very well from the cold dam]) air of the night, yet 
wc di<l not suffer in any thing like the way that the natives did. The greater 
part of our men arc young, of strong constitutions, and well fed: it was not to 
i>c sup])used that they could easily be affected by weather that to them must 
have been only agi ceable. 

“ In treating this anomalous disease, the olijects had in view were to lower 
increascil action in llie svstem, and to restore the deranged functions of the 
vessels of the skin, which might be almost considered the cause of the disease. 
In acconijdisiiing these jnii poscs, few rnc.-ina were required. The jiain of head, 
and great degiL.e of excitement in young men of stout habits, sometimes rc- 
quire.^rblood-lettiiig, but, gcnerallj’ speaking, it was seldom employed: there 
W'as a much better remedy found, which nearly amw'crcd both purposes, and 
that was cathartics. Aloes, eohiryntli with a cumbiiiation of calomel, in the fol¬ 
lowing proportions and manner of exhibition, was the usual plan adopted:— 


• Avnl tltli, iSi-l. 
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Extract Colocynthidis comp.i Aloes Socotrin^, Gummi Rcsmx» aa pr. 
ilj*|'Rydrargyrl Submuriatis xxlv. iiat massa in pilulas duodectm dividend 
somantur tres li. s. 

•* On the following morning, the pills were assisted by doses of infusion of 
senna, to which was added a small quantity of neutral salts, or supertartrate of 
potass. This plan generally required to be repeated once or twice. 

‘*Whcn the action of the bowels was thns increased and kept up, the febrile 
acdon and violence of the symptoms underwent an almost Immediate diminution, 
particularly tlie kcad-achc, wliicli was the most distressing symptom. Cold 
water was at the same time applied to the head, by means of folds of linen. 

*• To determine to the skin was another mode of treatment employed, to re¬ 
move altogether tlie pains of dilVcrcnt parts of the body: this was effected by 
using the warm-batli, and giving small doses of antimonlal or James’s powder, 
with a few grains of calomel, three or four limes a day; and keeping tlic body 
warm, from the commencement of the treatment. 

** The diet was light and plain. Wine, when it might be advantageously 
employed, was given. 

** When pdn of stomach was present, which very rarely was the case, and 
when it was increased by pressure, its removal was always of the lin t moment; 
in doing which, the counter-irritation occasioned by the application of vesicants 
was a very powerful remedy. Gentle purgative injections at the same time 
were essentially useful. 

•* Witli rega^ to the employment of the sulphate of quinine, I am not able 
to bear testimony of any power it is supposed to possess in diminishing the vio¬ 
lence of the symptoms, or in preventing returns of this disease and seeing no 
reason to believe that there existed any morbid consent between the sensorium 
and deranged Impressions of distant parts, I never employed tliis^.Tiedicine with 
the view of defeating its return. I must confess 1 used it, (the sulphate of 
quinine,) in one or two instances only, before the nature of the disease was ex¬ 
actly declared. It came on in subjects accustomed to frequent attacks of ague, the 
symptoms of which were chiefly complained of at the beginning. Jt afterwards 
turned out that violent pains, such as those tliut characterize rhciimatismus fe- 
brUis, were conjoined; 1 thcrefoi*c cannot positively decide in favour of the sul¬ 
phate of quinine having any effect in shortening tlic disease, or in preventing 
its recurrence wlicn it had apparently gone off. 

“The disease was very apt .to return, or, from Iiaving disappeared, washable 
to be again excited, if the patients were unguardedly exposed to its causes, 
which have been stated to be an cxtraordinaiy degree of cold and damp in tlic 
atmosphere, and the prevalence of high winds, wLtli heavy rain. Under these 
circumstances, the best security tliat could be had against its aggravation or re¬ 
currence was to defend the body by warm cluthiiig, and confinement to the 
house, or even to the bed-room.” 

AVe are informed by persons who suffered from it at St. Tliomas’s, and at St. 
Croix, that the disease assumed the same character as at St. Christojiher’s; at St. 
Croi^ however, it not uiifrequcntly attacked tlie pleura, producing violent 
pleurisies; the intercostal muscles were also in these cases often the scat of se¬ 
vere pains. At St. Thomas’s, wc are told, that though the violence of the dis- 
eue continued in almost all instances for three or four days, tliat a striking 
difference was obscrvcu w the influence of diHercnt modes of ti'eutment upon 
the duration of convalescence. U is said that those who wei-c treated by blood¬ 
letting and^strict antlphlo^stic measure's, convalesced rapidly, whilst those who 
trusted their cure to laxatives and mild diaphoretics were afflicted with pains 
in different parts of their bodies, for one, two, uiu» even three moiitlis. AVc 
expected to have been able to give a parllculur description of the epidemic as it 
appeared in the islands of St. Ci-oix and St. Tliomas, but the infonnation wc 
were promised, has not yc* reached us. 

Dr. Betton, of Germantown, has politclv furnished us with the following ex¬ 
tract of a letter from Dr. G N. Slcimctl, giving mi account ofUic disease as it 
presented itself in Janmicj. 
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Wc have been visited with an endemic acute rheumatism, more severe 
than any I ever saw in Great llritain. It has passed all over the island, chiefly, 
however, prevailing in the towns along the sea>shorci this I attribute to tlic 
susceptibility of the people inhabiting these places, arising from their being 
• accustomed to such constant heat. At e have had since June, last year, almost 
constant rainy weatlicr, and during tlic last few months, frequent northerly 
winds; the tliennomctcr in tlic morning has generally been here at 64 Fahren¬ 
heit—a few times at 62. This disease has not produced any fat:-. * effects, but 
after two or three days, hot fever, accompanied with severe pains of the joints; 
;t generally terminates, leaving the patient very much debilitated, fiom which 
stiite he does not recover for weeks—sometimes tlie swellings become chronic, 
accompanied with slight fever at night, and much pain at that time. In some 
few eases eruptions of vai’ious sorts have preceded and accompanied the fever. 
In one case I saw, it extremely resembled rubeola. The negroes liave been a 
goo<l dc:d affected, but not so much as the whites. I find copious bleeding at 
first in able people, followed by sm:dl doses of Epsom salts and tartar emetic, 
so as to produce slight nausea and action on the bowels, together with warm 
salt water baths generally to remove the disease in tlircc days.” 

The disaasc made its appearance at Huvanna and its vicinity late in April of 
the present year, and uttiicked the inhabitants generally and almost simultane¬ 
ously.* 

“ During” says Dr. Osgood,j- “the whole of the last winter and spring, pre¬ 
viously to the taking place of this new fever, many of the persons W'ho had lately 
.aiTived in this climate were seized witli tlic ycllov^fevcr. Dut as soon as the 
former began to prevail, the latter disappeared; although the residents, who had 
usually been exempt from the yellow fever, were seen, as well as tlie transient 
subjects, with^ymptoms resembling those of this latter disease, viz. after sensa¬ 
tions of uncommon languor, chilliness and pain in the tendons of the smaller 
joints, they were suddenly attacked with a burning heat and redness of the 
skill, pains in the muscles of the limbs, or pain in tlie forclicad, and a loathing 
or vomiting^of whatever was taken into the stomach. 

“The fever continued for one, two, or three days; and then usually termi¬ 
nated with a fi'ce sweating, wliicli freed the patient likewise from his pains. 
Hut many after leaving tlicir beds suffered by a renewal of their pains, which 
ill some have become chronic. Others have also had a renewed attack of tlic 
fever. 

“ This disc.asc of the season has not proved fatal, except to a few amongst 
the straug^i*s, in whom the sweating stage of it did not easily take place, or was 
suddenly stojipcd by exposure to the open air. 

“I'lils moderation of the symptoms, in the generality of the subjects, I at¬ 
tribute to a gradual reduction of thg vigour of their constitutions, by the influ¬ 
ence upon them of the before-mentioned almost uninterrupted contiiinaiicc of 
hot weatlier during all the seasons of the two lost years past, and beyond ^hat 
has happened in foi’mcr yc.ai'S; which influence has rendered the native inha¬ 
bitants, as well as the strangers in the climate, liable to be affected in tliis new 
by the same spcciflc cause that, at other times, has produced the yellow 
fever in the latter class of the subjects. 

“Tlic Dengue has, as yet, only prevmled in the places to which tire yellow 
fever has been limited. It has not spread into tlic interior of Cub.!, altliough, 
at the end of flve months from the time of its rise in llavanna, it continues to 
attack most of tlie persons who com* to tlie city from the country, orfixim any 
place where it lias not prevailed. 

2. The falality of the yellow fever Is known to be the greatest in the most 
robust of its sul> j<‘cts; and in those who, besides tlicir recent exposure to flic 
air of the West India climate, indulge themselves in hard drinking, or fatigue 


• Hrmarkk on JKtiruc. Uy Datiil Usguod, D .—and Surj^tcal Journal^ Vol. I. 
Vo. 36. 1 0pm cit. • 
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by much exercise in tlie sun, whereby their strength is suddenli/ 

•*3. On the contrary, with a slight typhous affection contracted in a close 
prison, where hard drinking, or taking long walks, c.mrtot be practised, the ad¬ 
ditional influence of the uir of llie climate, when it has caused a fever by suddein 
exposure to it, the symptoms hu\e generally been very mihl. 

“4. The lute comers to the West Indies from the colder latitudes experience 
soon after their arrival, a degree of exhaustion, and soreness in their muscles, 
like that which persons eveiy w'herc feel after violent exercise, or very great 
fatigue. 

“The debility and soreness of the muscles and tendons in the subjects with 
the Dengue, before and after their symptoms of fever, may be attributed to the 
same cause. , 

“ 5. In several instances since the prevalence of the Dengue, the worst symp¬ 
toms of the yellow fever have supervened on those of the former. 

I may also mention here, that 1 know se\eral ]>ersons, now long rcsulcnts 
in this place, who since arriving here from abroad liaie escaped from an attack 
of the yellow fever, and liavc not liitherto been attacked by the Dengue^ whereas 
every other person to whom 1 put the question, ‘ Have you had tlic'Dengue^’ 
answers ‘Yes.* 

“From the facts, &c. above stated, T have been led to consider the specific 
cause of the disease of the present time, and th.it of the yellow fever to be the 
same. The subjects have become altered in their constitutions; hut the gene¬ 
rating cause both of the nc<v and of the old fever, remains unchanged.” 

Dr. Philip J. Uuroaresq has communicated in a letter to on<* of the editors of 
the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, the following description of the epi¬ 
demic as it appeared at New Orleans.* 

“ The comnicMcentent of the disease is marked by the followingsymploms;— 
Languor, disinclination to muscular exercise, sliglit chilliness, with dryness of 
the skill and fauces; the tongue at first is covered with a whitish coat, which af¬ 
terwards gives place to a yellow; at which time there is a degree of nausea, in 
the generality of instances trifling. From the first gieat thirst’is experienced, 
pain and heaviness of the head, depression of tlie mental powers, fivipiciit 
vawning, and disinclination to food. These symptoms generally made their ap¬ 
pearance in the course of the day, and in the eiening fever supervened, which 
gradually increased through the night, and decreased towards morning, when 
a partial relief was obtained by a gentle diaphoresis. The time of its duration 
varied exceedingly, according to tlie diflTcrent idiosyncracies of individuals. In 
some the fever continued but twelve, in others twenty and forty-eight hours, 
and even to a longer period in a few. 

“The peculiar plicnomena of this feverare pains in difierent parts of the 
b(^y; in the head, arms, loins, and down the course of the crural nerve. The 
pains in the body and extremities are confined to the muscles, resembling those 
produced by an attack of acute rheumatism. The suffering, 1 may say with 
propriety, is extreme; rest can be obtained in no one situation, and a mo- 
mental^' comfort is obtained by tossing about and stretching the limbs. 

“With a parched skin, and fauces completely dry, rendering d<‘glutitic)n dif¬ 
ficult, fluids are frequer 'y demanded, and although the quantity taken in 
instances is great, no put appeared to escape by the skin, and very little com¬ 
paratively from the kidneys. 

The head-aclic during the fever is not uniformly severe, but is more so 
in its decline, generally affecting one side of the lic^d more than the other, and 
with its concomitant symptoms resembling cephalreu hemicrania. 

“ In some persons the lever was slight, w'ith little prostration of strength, 
accompanied by cough an<l soreness of the fauces, terminating about the se¬ 
cond &y with a scarlet eruption. In these, so much were, the appearances like 


Boston Midicsl and Snrgieal Joi^rna^ Vo). I. No. 32. 
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• tcarlatlna, that a few old practitioners pronounced it to be that disease; und 
the appearance of almost every person, h few days after the fever had gpon^ off 
beinpf marked by a continuous rash over the face, body, and extremities seem¬ 
ed to favour tills opinion very much. Hut from the short duration of thiserup- 

• tl/)n, the type and severity of the fev r precedin;^ it, (hein^y synochiis rather 
than typhus,) and the absonre of some of the parti^lav symptoms of scarlati¬ 
na, clearly prove it was not tliis disease; tlic state of convalescence also beings 
marked by appc:U'ances which are never discovered in that succi lin^ the lat¬ 
ter disease. 

“ A peculiar symptom of this fever in infants, is convulsions—during which 
the body is bathed in a copious sweat; the action of respiration seems almost 
suspended; the eyes iixed, wildly staring^ in a din ct line from the body; the 
nostrils arc dilaled, Md there is apparently an effort made to take breath, 
which a fixed position of the ribs and perhaps a spasmodic contraction of the 
diaphruj^m will allow Iml in a \cry limited degree. The partial respiration is 
accompuiiied now and then with a low moan, which is caused, I tliink, by the 
difficuity attending the ellbrt in making a full inhalation, which is wholly im¬ 
practicable during the p:iro\ybni; rather than from any pain the little sufferer 
is experifiscing at tliV lime. 

“The convulsion is of short durition, and attended with very little muscular 
effort; ill most instances none. 'I'lic common mode of treatment is plunging 
the child in warm water, and holding it there until the breathing becomes f^e, 
or else merely bathing the extremities. 

“In young pi^rsons of u good constitution, the disease has been as severe in 
its attack, as in lliose of a more weakly habit, but reached its acme much sooner, 
and terminated more kindly in the former, and more so in the Utter than in 
very old persuAs, and those who were rendered imbecile from previous bad 
haints. 

“ A person on the disappearance of this fever would attempt to rise from bed, 
feeling not much loss of strength, and a consciousness of being able to move 
about and attend a little to business; but how* egreglously would he be mistaken 
w’lien he assumed the upright posture! The joints felt as if fettered oranchy- 
losed, and tlie advance of one foot or leg beyond the other, would cost more 
pain and effort than the pnr)>ose for which it may have been advanced was 
worth—aye, a thousand times told! 

** 'I'liis was a singular termination of the disease, leaving sufferers from the 
fever hardly able to move about; and indeed the appearance of persons m the 
streets, an4 every where else, must have been truly pitiable to a healthy stran¬ 
ger; the apparently great and often fruitless efforts to make a step; here one 
would be seen dragging Iiis legs after him, supported on crutches; and there 
anotluT with limping gait and vario;^s contortions of countenance, bespeaking 
tliut his tardy progress was made at the expense of his bodily feelings. 

“The greatest pain in moving the leg, w’as experienced down the gastrocne¬ 
mius muscle and about tin* lemlo achilles; although pain was general in the 
muscles and dow'n tlie course of the tendons. The muscles of the arm were 
also painful; and the wrist in some instances was swollen, and not yielding to 
the sliglitest motion without giving much pain. 

“'I'iic muscles of the nock were likewise painful, stiff, and producing what 
is called stiff neck, (loxia,) which in some continued longer than the stiffness 
in the limbs, A singular case was related to me by a physician, of a lady, w'ho, 
whenever she w'ould attempt to w;ilk«and had placed her foot on the ground 
for that purpose, experienced a s<*vcre pain daiting from one of the toes up the 
leg and across the body to the clavicle of the opposite side. She was relieved 
by the a.{iplication of a blister below the clavicle. 

“ In many rases, after the fever had gone off a violent purging supervened, 
with severe g^i’iping pains in the abdomen; and the persons were harassed with 
a constant desire to go to stool, so strong that it must be immediately gratified, 
and the result w ould be, a small quantity of frothy mucus mixed with blood and 
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littfe bits ’offerees. In a few of these whicli came under my own rare, I found 
the most cfKcacious mode of treatment in the application of flannels, wrung' ont 
from hot water, to the abdomen; witli a modcnitc dose of calomel combined 
witli a little opium, administered in the form of pills. Soon after tlic applica¬ 
tions of flannel and the exhibition of the medicine, the pains, with tlie violent 
desire to go to stool frequently, ccuscd us if by a chaim, and tlie patient felt 
tranquil and disposed to sleep. 

“Another singular aftcction noticed in many persons after the fever, was a 
swelling behind one or both of the ears, Immediately over the mastoid process. 
The appearance of this swelling, with the pain attending it, resembled very 
much an incipient phlegmon; but its continuance was short and its disappear¬ 
ance rather sudden, without suppumtion, and without |||p aid of any local ap- 
plicatioh. .. 

“ The most singular local affection which supervened after the fever had en¬ 
tirely disappeared, several cases of which 1 was informed about, and one 1 had 
under my own care, was an itching sensation in the ui’cthra throughout the 
whole track, with a slight discharge of pus, and a severe burning pain at fn*st 
about an inch down the canal, experienced in passing water, 'flicsc symptoms 
resembled so closely those of blenorrliira Inodes, that the discaSb was ])ro- 
nounced to be tliat; but from the .asseverations of patients to the controiy, it 
was attributed to tlie fever; and I believe witli propriety. 

•• In another case under my care, the inflammation continued but twenty-four 
hours the specific distance in the uretlira, and then sliiftcd 1o the bull) and 
neck of tlie bladder. Grcuit irritation was experienced about the anus from syni- 
pathy, and sometimes the sphincter became spasmodically contracted when an 
attempt was made to evacuate the rectum. 

“This person had been troubled with an ardor urinx for Ihr^e or four days 
before he observed any discharge from the urethra; and soon after this com¬ 
menced, the inflammation and soreness shifted to the parts already mentioned. 
There was not that fulness of tlie glands, and kind of transparency about the 
orifice of the urethra observed in blcnorrhcca luodcs—neither was. there a cor¬ 
respondence in some oilier symptoms. 

“I ^as informed by a gentleman, about thirty yeais of age, who is now la¬ 
bouring under this singular affection, tliut he hud lost entirely his sexual 
feelings. 

** In this afTectloii the ardor urinx is not so great after the inflammation shifts 
as at first; but the desire to evacuate the bladder is more urgent, and the 
pain is experienced in injecting the last drops, aliout the bulb of tbc urethra. 
To what length of time the duration of this affection is limited I cannot posi¬ 
tively say, having heaid of no person who is entirely free from it at tliis prcsciil 
lime; but I am told that the fortieth day from the commencement the fever ter¬ 
minates with its unpleasant effects: and tliis being one of th«*m, a few persons 
afflicted with it are anxiously looking forward to dial day, which lliey hope will 
bring relief. 

“ The treatment ha.s hitherto consisted in a moderate and light diet, absti¬ 
nence from spirituous and vinous liquors, and the use of the mineral acids, 
chiefly the nitric. Other medicines are considered unnecessary* as the general 
healtli is good, and tlie ) owcis unconfined. I believe tlie tcrehinthinates, imd 
other medicines which may have a specific effect in the generality of dise.'uscs 
affecting the mucous membrane, would avail nothing in this; and any loc:il ap¬ 
plication that may chock the discharge wtiuld endanger Die general health, 
from the circumstances preceding and attending it it appeal's an effort of na¬ 
ture to remove in this w;iy some latent remains of the disease. And this supjx)- 
sition is strengthened by the fact diat persons in wlinm this ba.s a])pcared after 
the fever, hove been free fVoiii tJic kind of rheumatic pains and .stiffness ob¬ 
served in others. 

“ This epidemic has been so general, tliat in families of twenty and thirty per¬ 
sons it was very seldom found tiiat one escaped, rcriiaps in the annals of mc' 
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. Oicinc there is not a disease recorded so severe in its accetuon aj;id duration, so 
variuiis in its symptoms in difTcmit individuals, and so veiy SCl^ni leadil^^to 
.1 fatal issue. Out of the many lhous;inds afHicted wltli it in ci^, not more 
lliati four or hvc have died, and in these it appeared to be combined with some 
. orpfanic iliflicidty, and especially of llu* liver, which gave it the scmb^nce of 
jollow fever, and such it was considered by some. 

“ 'fhe gcncinil treatment of the disease in this place has been very simpler: jn 
most instances nature was allowed to effect a cure witliout the interfd1fl|ai<^ of 
art; anti the progress of those towards amendment who were treated medi<Mitfy’ 
'vas not more ra]}id than those in whom the disease was allowed to mn^lts 
coui*se, and have completely its own way. 

” Fluids were oilen required, from the severe thirs* which was truly distress¬ 
ing, and they were given warm that they might afforil present relief and also 
promote diaphoKsis, which, when it did take place, mitigated tlie severity of 
the fever and pains in various parts. 

“ A cathartic w:i8 administered to some after the fever had subrided, wd the 
scarlet eruption was found It^appear somcwliat sooner in them than in others 
wl»o took no ]uirgative medicine; hut the only difference consisted in this. The 
4 rnption yas not general in its a|)pcarance, many persons who had had the 
being totally exeinj>t from li, but h.aving all the other difficulties which 
appeared after the ter*nination of the fever. 

“ I have bad this fever myself; it wan preceded by the usual symptoms, and 
commenced about e ight o’clock in the evening, gradually increasing tbrou{[h- 
oiit the night, and diminishing towards morning, when ( experienced a'partial 
l■<.■l^ef from an irrcgulai* sweat wliich broke out in dWerent parts of my body. I 
arose and took a glass of soda water, which increased tho diaphoreris, but J 
was not free Q;om fever: in a short time it became more violent, with severe 
paijts in all ])arts of my body; and I was obliged to lie down. The pain in my 
bead was excruciating, and confined to one side, wliich was so sore I could not 
bear any thing to touch it; and my limbs felt as if they had been severely 
bruised. 1'hc fever continued forty-eight hours, and then went off with a co¬ 
pious sweat, which drenched the whole of my body; leaving me, howeyer^jDot 
t'liluvly free fi*om pain, and so slid'in my joints, that I could hardly xhovo'lpy 
biiibs; and could not bend my body, or turn my head without exp^^enmng 
pain. 

“ Two days after the fever left me, a rash made its appearance on the skin, 
covering my face, body, and extremities; it waS* accompanied by a slight iteh- 
ing and a sensation of great heat over tlic whole surface; the dischargelroin; the 
pores at fhc same time was free, and sometimes copious, without dimimsmng 
ill the least llie unpleasant sensations of heat and itching. 

“ In my c.asc the I’ash lasted twenty-four hours, but in many others much 
longer: but never, as far as I couhFascci’tain, beyond the second or third ilay. 
In most eases it appfare<l twenty-four hours, or thereabout, after the subsidence 
of fever, and continued nearly the same length of time; but tlie pains and stiff¬ 
ness in the limbs coiitjmnwl much longer, and lasted in young persons from two 
to four d.ivs, or a week, and in the aged fur beyond this time, even to the se¬ 
cond and thinl week, and some arc not rid of it at present, in whom the dis- 
♦r.ise commenccil ncai-ly a month ago. 

“ A few iiulividnals bave had fivsh accessions of fever of the same kind since 
its first attack, Init 1 think it must have liccu caused by intemperance in eating 
•iinl drinking. * 

•“ For a few iLavs after tlic fever, flic appetite is veiy poor, and cvety thing 
that may be taken as food or drink has a highly bitter taste; this soon wears off, 
and the apiielitf* generally returns with the natural taste of tiling.” 

I’os- :in areoiim of the epidemic as it appeared in Charleston, S. C. we refer to 
the excellent paper of Professor Dickson, in our present number, p. o. U may be, 
perh:ips allowalile for us to remark here, that our eslceiiual coadjutor has not, 
uc think, m:idc out one i>f the characters that he lias ascribed to the disease: 
No. V.—Nov. IBilS. [;!!] 




ito btiaf ponta^ous. Possessing cve^ confidence in tlie discriminating judg- 
■iMflftirr I iifi rtiil X>tokBoni:«nd allowing all possible weight to the facts which 
stated, and to thc 'cirenmstance of his having witnessed tlic disease, 
whTO we have not, we are nevertheless, after a consideration of all that 
collect dn the subject, irresistibly led to the conclusion that the 
d^sse never possesses such a cliaractcr. In New Orleans, s;iys Dr. Du- 
insTdS^* ‘I the disease was not propagated by contagion, for persons were at- 


bs^'^ixifbnned of a family in New Orleans, consisting of twenty-one individuals, 
nineteen of whom were suffering from the disease at the same period. Mr. 


in speldtin^ of the compui'ative prevalence of this disease amongst the troops 
of the/^;iUTison, and inhal>itanta.” The whole clumicter of the disease, indeed, 
it mmit be acceded, is that of an epidemic, aiul not of a contagious affection. 
But it is not our purpose to enter into the discussion of tins point butto present 
the &ct8 that we have been able to collect. 


Since Professor Dickson’s paper was printed off, \vc have been* favoured 
with a letter from him, in whichhe states that he has « just met with a brief notice 
of ‘ap.epidemic inflammatory fever, prevalent some time since in Calcuttaand 
its d'ny&om^* contained in the Edinljurgh Medical and Surgicjd Journal, for 1 82(5, 
voL a review of the Ti*ansactions of the Medical and Physical Society of 

CidciEn^'for 1825. volume of transacrions wc have not been able to ob- 

capnpt avoid inferring from aU that is said on the subject, the absolute 
identity d^the Indian epidemic with ours. So general was it In iis prevalence, 
that scarcCly'Mi individual escaped, yet it scarcely ever proved fiital. Its sc- 
qudse, however, were often severe, chiefly t^e debility and lasting pains in 
seversl'joints laige and small, sometimes in one finger. While one writer tliinks 
it 'necessi^ to distinguish it from rheumatic fever, another considers it a mild 

climates. Reflecting on the appearance and mode 
^the rheumatic pains, the epidciuic cha- 
ndter^^-Ud Ac third day critical, with or without adding the tendency to cy- 
nstewCi'^lflid Ae succeeding unaccountable extreme prostration of strength, I 
caimot seek for Ae same train of symptoms in any other disease.” 


of an Instrument for Separating the Sternum. By W. E. IIoiiNEn, 

■ -yy . n-p, M. D. Adjunct Professor of An^Atomy hi 

^ '■ . ^ University of Pennsylvania.—The in- 

> (/ strument represented by the accompanying 

figure, is^ntended to assist the practical ana- 
, tomist in getting at Ae heart of a subject for 

Ae purpose of injecting it, without cutting 
”out the sternum, which is the usual mode. 

\X consists of two bars of iron rather larger 

* a J i" " ' -4^ ^^ Aan tlie sternum, each one being furnished 

I I wiA two flat hooks, and one having two 

r|MWs ' psJ screws which work in pivotholcs in Ac Other, 

jj • ' I The bars are separable. To apply the in- 

H I strument, saw through the middle of the 

, sternum, Aen fix the bars one after the other 

them on Ae cut edge of Ae bone, and .djusting the point of Ac 
sc^tfWs in Ac pivot holes. By turning Ae handle of the screws, Ac two halves 
of the stenMM may be separated to any requisite extent. 

instrument, invented by myself, I have used for some years in 


Op. Cit. p. 497. 


• the University, 1 find it perfecUy efiecj^ in tl^e 
better than any other plan than 1 hare ever heara 

On the dUcharge of varioua matters from the 

• M. I). Sec.—As 1 have had occasion fi'ctjuently to adyert, in 

in the present number of this Journal, to the probable mistalceSi.W old.afttiM 
respecting the supposed dischargees of worms, &c. from the tr» c h ga »ljyflM|^p t 
may not be amiss to point out a few instances of similar mistakes 

Tulpius, who has been noticed at tlic commencement of my 
bom 1593—died i6r9,) in liis Observ. Med, lib. 4. c. 9. p. 294, roen^ons^^^^K 
who expectorated an exti’aordin:^ membrane; which he was at 
count for, but finally concluded it was formed in the trachea. 
servation of his second book, mentions a young man who diBcharg^ai^OTWt 
of the pulmonary artery as long :is the little finger, with its-raO^ca^ns^ An¬ 
other, who threw up two considerable branches of the pulxp^^U;^ 
rated from the lung to their extreme ramifications, as if dissed&d pati^hUy .^ 
an anatomist, and without any sn])ptiration; and which very pTepa^tioii,. liw 
publicly demonstrated by l*aaw, professor of anatomy at Amsterdafio,>8 
racuhim inauditum.” ’ 

In 1619, Til. Barthollnc, (Hist. Cent III. hist 98,) mentions his'Tec^yi^ 
from S. I'auli the brunch and ramifications of a pulmona^ Vein, 
had discharged by expectoration, os accurately separated frc^ the 
of tlic lungs as if dissected out. 

In the JLcipsic acts, 1683, an account was given df the ^^vlsipja 
tion of tlic pulmonary vein by a severe *cough; that it wiSi enwel^lciSByi^hi^ 
from the substonce of the lungs, and divided into several branche8*i .V> 




years. Dr. Lister, whose advice and opinion is asked respecting the^CMe^ MO- 
Mders theifi us the mucous humour of the small glands 
ducts, &c. ■' 

111 1700, Hussierc, a French surgeon in London, reported to 
ciety, of whieli he was a member, the account of a substance expectfo^di .oy 
coughing, which rosemblcd the v'cssels of the lungs, (Vol. 22, No. 2^,)['bJ^ 
child of five years of age. He was affected witli plithlus, accompanied, o 
dry coiigl^ which had come about a year ])rcviously. About ten or 
preceding dc^atb, be began to dis<'.harge certain matters, having the form. Jfcw 
consistence of a vessel. After death he was examined, and a small quan^vOf 
purulent inaiter was found In the left lung. On opening the trachea, thereii^ 
noticed, internally, a layer of giufinous matter, which was removed in one 
piece; fonning, from the larynx to the extremities of the bronchis, one 
tube, detached without difficulty, and without tcaiing, in the sligbtMt 
cither trunk or ramifications. It had no adherence to the internain^^brme ei 
the trachea, except by some few small threads, so slender as readlfy to ^eld. 
It was put into hot water, but experienced no Change. This author i^marks, 
that this ease may Bcr>*e to undeceive those who, on the tesfimony of certain 
writers, imagine it possible for the sick to cough up the pUlmonaiy vessels. 

In 17Ut, tlic celebrated Lcmcry is stated, in the de FAcii^Jdef Sci- 


of tin- heart, &c. 

III 1727, (I’liilds. Trans. No. 398,) Dr. Samber gives an account of a tragb o l 
polypus, discharged by cxpoclointion, tlic figure of which is engraved in'^^mt 
work; and in tlic same, for 1731, Dr. Nicliols states a c;lsc of a similar 
J might cnuineraU’ many others of a like character; all, however, tendinis to 
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am^the dMi^rge of worms, of tlie tc»> 
embnjff of the liiehea, 8cc. but wliicb, from a 
would* probably now, be ascribed to causes con- 
up. ■ * 
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pf jbron Mi^JS^emiV/eni JVtwra. By Wixuiic M. Fahkestock.— 
fibber of the Jimerican Jou/mal of the Medical Seia^est 1 obsciTc u 
‘i'Uie of the prussiate ofiron in intermittent fever, by Dr. Jacbson, 
erlwd* who recommends it as ** safer than bark in domestic use, 
of t|ie ignorant.” My experience with the prussiate of iron, 
8^ 90 9{%at as that of the author alluded to, but it is suilicient to 

'' '>‘nati4iniia in liaintP tliA TnArlininn 4-n nKnn/Inn if AnfimlvT. 


Cpiu^tioua in using tlie medicine, if not to abandon it entirely. 

_i_—if At-_ ry _t*._ _/If_ »_ _ 
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^to the charge of the JDaupkin County Jllms-house Injirnutryy In 
where I found eighteen cases of old shuidiifjg intomuttents: 
J^six tertians, and eight quartans; some of two, four, six, and 
^l^tion, in which the bark, arsenic, &c. had been used by the 
jlA^doiah Witiiout mUch benefit. I determined on making a fair trial uf 
Ml^eof iron, and after preparing the system by calomel, jalap, &c. I 
‘;;^the prussiate to all of them, in doses of six to ten grains c\j^.iy three 
quotidian cases every two liours. Of the four fii*st cases, two Ij.mI 
' oi5the,|^oxysm; the other two passed the second inten'id without 
Qljfof ,^^r; the tertian cases had no recurrence of the disease what- 
f ^e i^j^t quautan, five recovered, but in tlie rcmiuniug three it 
mgeiition w the brain, one of which proved fat.al. 

J^.term iflati o n of this case, I was detcircd from using it iin 
Ac vicinity of the Schuylkill, in J’liiladelphia county, 
^^^we prevyuled very extensively, and assumed an c.Vremcly obsti- 
Recourse tiien was had to it, ^aJUd the success was so great iJiut 
remedy, under the title'^df “indigo powders,” and the 
aAd by cy®*y economist, carefully premising its use by cracu- 
the pain to witness its deleterious cfl’eels in two children 
^3i|^Ten ** without medical advice.” Violent cori'hriil L-xritc- 
- .^j^**** temples, restlessness and ilelirium ensued, 

in we case by very strict anti ))crsevcring uttentiem to the 
i^t; Ae other was followed by coma, tremors, and death. 

^ ‘Wish to dampen a fisher investigation of this substance; on the con- 
anxie^ on iH;^ subject, and would be plcitsed wei’e it t<» prove 
fit and efficifefil. Vemedy, and that the fatality in the cases which came 

be attributed to some advenritloiis circumstances; 

» Ae experimenter of the bad consecpiences which 

in mjr practice. “ One potentargument,” sajs 
II pj^uccs symptoms of inloxica- 

- Aytressing aiFections of the head, obtuseness of seeing 

SSfiwB?* cars, which often followed Ac use of the qui- 

^lould regal'd as Ae nosometer of Ae distressed system—the atl- 
denoting Ae d^ree of Ae charge, as Henley’s quadrant elec- 
d^ Aat of the electric battery. 
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J* Member of Ae ModicivCbirurgical Society of Kdinburgh, 

tf' Royal Medical Society of Kdinburgli.—On tlie 

1 was called to Butler’s Bay, the property of John Sem- 
brack man, named Kinsalc, about thirty-six years ofagi*. 

new fcver, called hero by the conunoii people*, tlio 
but wliich I propose to call tlie eruptiw rhcuuuUic fn'tr 
wen followed by an acute and coiitinueil pain of the shouldep-, 
fiUOwn the muscles of the humerus, which, liowcver, had been so 





.much lessened by a blister as.to.eDabteh^ to do. 
estate. ’ * . 

l..ast#ig}it lie took his turn to watch in the 
himself to cold, for this morning he was seized Whh^ 

. ^ Intense pain in tlie chest, violent spasms and coid 
the chest, neck, face, arms, and slight spasms of 
chest was much aggravated during tlie spa^s, and probate 
violent spasmodic contraction of the diaphragm,, which is’ so 
tom in tetanus. His mouth was violentiy shut, his teeth < 
niasseter muscles were swelled and spasmodically contracte 
lecurred every three or four minutes. His pulse ^as strong, 
cjuick, and he had tlie peculiar anxious expression of countei^nce-^ 
tetanus. His skin was warm, and pzirtially bedewed with pe~ 
wound or hurt cAuld be discovered in any part of the body aixCT 
examination. He had been in the warm bath, and bad taken t 
laudanum before I saw him. 

1 hted him in the arm from a large orifice to the amount 
The blond immediately adhered to the vessel, and exhibited 
coaguIabl<^ lymph on its surface, which I have ^ways observed in tb^ 
uK*nt of inflammaliun. He ex]ierlLnced much relief irom th&.%Iee<^d^‘,tl(^ 
spasms hecaiiui less freeptent niul less violent. I next gave 
faiulanuiu, :uul pul a blister on his chest. 

My father saw him about two hours afterwards, aildfowdj^ * 

^p:lsms much diminished. As his bowels were not sudh^nt 
vd several strong injections to be given, and then to ^9 
num every four hours. lie directed the patient at the sam^l . 
a wann saiid-ljgitb, and to be kept tlicrc night and day tintilll&i j^^ ^ 

About 3 P. M. his bowels wci:e, fully opened, and an iimpanie 
feces was passed. The doses of utudanum were commenccd^.at^ 
given every four horn’s. ' V -- — 

Aliout 5 P. M. the spasms disappcai*ed altogether, thoiigh-.^idiwi 
dity both the jaws and neck continued, accompanied by 
swallowing, lie slept a little, with apparent relief betwe-^'iUlA' 
nuin. The blister rose well, and according to the patient alToideqp^ 
rcllc'f. Some wine, hy my father’s dircctionSiWas occasionally gi'^fT^ 
ATonif(fi/y 20/4. At 11 A. M. I visited the patient, fiy thia^timc he^^ 
fourhundi’cil drops of laudanum. I£c seemed easier, andhadhad no mo^^ 
although the muscles of the face were still rigid, wdhe could 0 |^A' 
but very fittlc. Ordered the sand-bath to be continued, sevigtod inject 
given, tlie quantity of laudanum to be administered.ohly ev6^ clgj^ 

Tttesdai/, 21»/. 1 found him worse; pulse vc|y strobgv tens^ apa'qutek; 
of skin considerable; more difficult^ of swallov^ng; the moi^^^ehse psto ' 
hliouldcr, with stiDhess of arm. He had taken only onej^ndre^ 
drops of laudanum since I saw him. His bowels were biitscanti^^i^en, 'ffi|M 
jiiji;ctions and ciistor oil had been given. He slept tderably'HM^howm 
during the night, and took some nourishment. ’ i 

I bled him to ,^xv. when his pulse became small and soft; tke blbod/Svas 
strongly adherent, though less streaked tlian before, having only on(S^tniiHo 
spot, upon it. He felt much relieved by the bleeding. 1 directed th'&TauqsAli^i 
to be discontimieil, until his bowels were fully opened, and amu8taiv|!tMmJ^ 
bu ap)>licd to the affected shoulder. The sand-bath to be continued.' ' 

Jihliim/oy, 22(/. The opening me'Tlicines operated well. He was evc|y wjyr 
ca.sier, though stiffness of muscles still continues. Quantity of UuidanoiigtSKU 
sinc<* ycatfrtlay one hundred and seventy drops; sand-bath continued. 

Fr/tfu//t 21///. He was worse; had spasms in face, neck, and shoulder; cm 
cd of great |):un of sliouldcT, clicst, and abdomen; bowels not open. 0 
blister to sliouldcr; copious injections; and castor oil. 

•Saturday, 'i5th. Blister afforded lum much relief; bowels wcU opent 








■ ■' ■ t r ‘. 


Pf,.? • ■' •'. 


<»•* 


T/. 





^S%.OU|tf^ui|ce bctterijmercurUl plaster to sliouUler. Quantity 
mir^&''We<Me8dayK^j^ht hundred and ninety drops. Order- 

-- - U covered with a miliary eruption, from the con< 

iiae sand-bs^ He has had injections daily, which keep his bowels 

p1aster<i^hved the shoulder. Since Sunday he has been 
ib^er’s denre, tliree tea^spoonsful of bark daily; three wine- 


>»y7?ir>7gJ^Ft?f?ig?To*’.‘>;<MiiKvrTraTTiT»a?TTii^Bi KTiPTiTITti^'/wnn 


h^d to his mouth. Wiicn be attempts to sit up or move, lie says lie 
-/Iw nwlt and heels were tied together. Quantity of lauclanum taken 
one tliousand one hundred and seventy drops. Ordered the 
to be discontinued, and the warm-bafh used every evening instead of it. 
thills to be taken evciy night instead of tlie laudanum. 
r*£nl. My father ordered the warm-bath to be disedntinued, two ca- 
Ibo be takcu every night to bring on salivation, in order to relieve the 
inuscles of the jaw, and the pain in the shoulder; his checks to 
* with anodyne liniment; laudanum to be resumed. Quantity of opium 

tlth. Chief comphunt is now of his shoulder; says^.tliat the 
wli<^ 9f right side feels benumbed; tongue clean; bowels open. Laudanum 
and ti^y drops; opium, gr. xiv. 

salivtitecL The tetanic affection seems to be conquered. He lias 
■‘Wf in the muscles of tlie face and jaw, especially the 

rntniHwirti 'Ac lim^anum and opium were now discontinued, and lie was or- 

oftinctulc of colchicum autumnale twice a day, for affection 

iiirf*' * 

There is still so much ri^dity in the massctcrcnusclcs, as to 
. tit huhlrom opening his jaws fully. His .shoulder still continues to give 
timHreiy great pun, especial^ the deltoid muscle, on which he cannot liear 
htest (ouch. He cannot lift his hand to his chin, and the motions of his 
a^foiderare so’ lipiited tliat bis arm is useless to him. The least motion gives 
acute jpain. * 

* dtFifli<$^f^riungto patient of my intention, I thrust a needle, manufiictured 
w the purpose of acupuncture, into the upper third of the thick 
i^by bcUv of the deltoid. The needle was introduced nearly an inch. The 
pi^cnt not evince the slightest sense of pain on the occasion. Upon 
pM^ing with my fingers on toe part which had pained him before, \ found 
pain had entirety ceased, and he could now bear any port of tiic shoul- 
d<^.tob^-pressed and squeezed. 1 told him to put his hand on his head. He 
incredulously, but being encouraged, be began to raise his liand slowly 
tovwds hia head, expecting every moment to be arrested by the accustomed 
pa^ To hia infimte surpnse, however, he ^bund that he could first put it on 
hii^^^m^bead, andtocn on the top of his head, with the greatest case. He could 
movie kls arm backwards and forwards, which he could not even aticinpl 
b^fofe. Hb complained that tlie pun had moved down his arm to the situation 
ofjUie.biccpa muscle. The piun here seemed acute. 1 instantly plunged another 
ne^e about an inch long into the lower tiiird of the deltoid. This at first gave 
h^’huich pain, for he cried out, and seemed about to faint. He was revived 
b^pn^lng some water. He now declared that all pain had left his arm, aiul 
liS^^^JpfOve it much more freely tlian before. He seemed cpiitu dcliglited 
hew power of motion which he had acquired, and repeatedly swung 
round and roUnd. The needles wdre left in about seven minutes. TIV* 
to improve until the 11th of March, when, having a recurrence of 
BtifiHMihlil ||8houlder, with pain stretching Up the muscles of the neck, re- 
coitr^^|va^M|Uu had to acupuncture witli complete success. 

I mitv ta^puiis oppoilumty of mentioninga curious case that occuiTcd to me 
some time aj^. 1 was called to Mount Victoiy, tlic propeily of James Cndwisc, 
Keq. to see a negro girl, about ten years of age, labouring under tetanw, 1 found 
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Jicr suffering under the severest form of disease* ^ 

she had not been exposed to cold, nor was thereanj apj>w^n^i38lie 
ease, except the state of her feet. Between the toes, on 
holes, festered at tile edges, causing a swelhng all aitong 
fefit. These were caused by a number of the insects called here 
(the Pedi^lus penetrans,J wliich burrows under the skin, andj^ep 
larv% In a bag. This at ffrst gives rise to a degp^e of titillation* 
considered a sort of luxury by the negroes. When the part inflames^/* 
latlon it creates is so great as to give a great <lcal of uneasiness, and 
prevent sleep, as I have myself felt. I have no doubt tliat this was thex 
the tetanus, which proved fatal, notwithstanding every remedy that.« 
tliought of. Other instances like this hare, I am told, <;ocurred to sc^e- 
practitioners in tliis island. 



(hi tfie Use of the warm Sand-bath in Tetanus. By Gsohob W» Stbbxab* 
M. 1). of St. Croix, 8cc.—TIic warm bath has been generally approved, iii.jthe 
treat ment of tetanus, but it has been objected to on account of the necesri^ of 
moving the patient to and from the bath, and the consequent danger of renew¬ 
ing tlic paroxysms by the motion. 

Tills danger has been considered so great as to cause most 
writers to dissuade fruni the use of it altogether. Some have pri)po9ed 
fomentations as a sulistilutc, but these arc comparatively inefficient It ii 'sht- 
gulur that none have thought of proposing the warm sand-baih, which not jonly 
possesses all the advantages of a warm water-bath, but obviates C^4^y 
feasible objection that can be brought against it—^that of the, 
moving the patient. I have examined the works of most'of the'^nrstsmilitic 
writers on medc inc, and of most of the authors on tetanus, and no Where do I 
fiiid any trace of so simple and effectual a remedy. It is one, however, tibat 
has been iistal for some ycat's here, and has been often employed by my father* 
'Ihc sand-bath is prepared in llie following manner.*—-A quantify of sand is 
lu’atcd to as high a point us the patient can bear it; this is formed into a;.bcd of 
fi*om four toPsix inches thick, and a blanket is put over it, upon 
tlent lies; anotlicr blanket covci’s him. A bag of heated sand is also 
his jaws, and another, if necessary, may be laid upon his body. By these nmans 
he is kept day and night in a state of profuse perspiration. Little or no. mo¬ 
tion is necessary, as tlic .sand can be taken aw&y at'd renewed in different 
portions as it grows cold. 


A Caseof Swellm^of the Anckfoint cured by Acupunefuraium. By Dr. JoHW 
Davis, of Jackson, Tennessee.—Miss. II. ag^ eighteen, of robust constitation,|hi4 
corpulent habit, was attacked on tlie 6th of July, 1828, with severe psup in Uie 
right foot, near her toes, attended ^ith smart swelling, which estendi^^in a 
short time to her anclc-joint, and that part became the most severely aife^^^* 
Her parents resorted to poultices and ungents, and continued the|( tue b^/u- 
ternating and ch.angiiig tlicin until the 26th of the same month; at which tnne, 
despairing of curing her themselves, I was called in, and found her fbbt consi¬ 
derably swelled and very piunful, but retaining its natural colour. I learned 
that she was attacked late in tlic night with severe pain in her ri^t foot, and 
also in his left hand at the same time, and that they liad continued painful, and 
increased in swelling gradually ever since. 

On examination, I found the third joint of the ring-ffn(^er of the band af¬ 
fected with paronychia, which I laid open to the bone by an Incision, and it soon 
recovered its natural integrity. The foot presented the appearance alrea<fy de¬ 
scribed. I ordered blood to be taken from the arm three times, and cathartics 
to be used every other day—these were continued for several weeks. BUiters 
were also applied to the foot, and a discharge kept up by re-applying ^tbem* 
This treatment appeared at first to be productive of some benefit, but it was 
only temporary. Her foot became intolerably painful, and I was hastily called on 


, r. • • 
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the of.August. There was no visible alteration in her foot since my last 
viet^'except that produced by \esicating it. 

■I began now to despair of eflccting a cure by the usual rcTnedi(‘s, and resolv¬ 
ed on tryingacupuncturation, and making known my views to myjvalii nt and licr 
ftiends, and obtaining tlieir consent, I inserted a large sewing needle into h(jr 
foot, just below the ancle-joint, on tl\e oulsidc of it, three-fourtlis of an incli, 
tlie needle remained in al)oiit forty-five minutes; the pain produced by its en¬ 
trance continued to increase, uccoiu]>unied by a tingling sensation. This needle 
was Used as an experiment to let her become satished of its utility. 

The must painful and swollen ])art of her foot was on top of it, near tlie toes, 
to Jhe outside of tl»c ancle-joint, tl)c needle being inscried at the ancle, reliev¬ 
ed the. pain previously felt there, and the swelling by the next morning; and 
the j^st of tlie fo«>t w:is considerably better. I visited her again on the anti 

found her highly jdeased with tlie sttcee.ss of (he opci-ation; she stated tluil she 
had slept soundly each night since llie punclnre was made, which was the first 
sound sleep she hatl enjoyed since her attack. 1 jiroposed inseiling tlirec 
needles now', to wliicli she :issentcd. I inserted two in tlie fop, (half an inch in 
depth,) just where the first pain W'as felt, alioiit an incli nsuntler, iti an iueJiuitig 
position, to avoid puncturing the tendons, i^c.; tlie third I placed ;o the out 
side of the ancle w 1101*0 the first liad liccn inserled; tliese remained ncai* an hour, 
when she'said they had become tot) painful to bear longer; they w eve tlu*n wilh- 
drawn. She .said the pain produced l)y llicm was greatest at the time of uhslrart- 
ingthcin, and a little afterwards; by next muruingslu* was clear of pain, the tn- 
entirely subsided in a few days, and she resumed her usual tloniestic 
buulWBt. .Thus was the affection rciuov'cd in a few tla^ s, by the insertion of 
four needle^ which had been imdcr treatment for seven weeks. 

— «. 

JlcRsoy’s Jlmcrimn Praciice of McdUiite.-^Wc are Iiappy to announce that 
tilts work is actually in the jiress, and its publication may bo confidently ex¬ 
pected during tlte winter. 

IUtik's Compendtum of Operative Miihriftrtp Mr. Ciiaiii.i.s 'S. Tiivncis 
has recenUy pulilished a translation, by J)r. Tl Iti:, of the above useful little 

work.. 


orJiy preparing for ./*f//)//ca//<wi.— Ajivott’s Khmienls of Physics—~fJA7E* 
SVE and Sc»ikwki.’s Practical Treatise on Diseases of tlie bkin, (ranslated, 


WAV 

with notes. 
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TO RE^DEl^S AyD VORRESPOyDEyTS, 


To Dr. SoxERTAiL, one of the most respectable physicians of Virgini% we 
are indebted for a very interesting communication, which we regret ..ame too 
latii for the present number; it shall be insertt-d in our next. 

Drs. Guild and Jones’s coTiununicatiuns wore also to'' late for the present 
number. 

Professor Dickson and Dr. Whioht^s papers have Just been received. 

We must beg our corri-sjKuulonls to forward us their communications earlier 
when they are anxious that t!ie> should appear in the ensuing number. Punc¬ 
tuality in the tiiuc of jnibliciUion is essoutial to the success of ov^y pcriocUcal 
work; and^s from tl>e large eilliioii printt d of Ibis Journal, a considerable tim'e 
is retjuired lor tlie proK^.v ^rn, it lias been found necessary, to prevent delay, 
to put it U) no'irly 1" <i mouths betoiv the. period of publication. 

Tlie account of a case of m.d-j)r;.ctici: si ul to us by our Alabama correspon¬ 
dent, is not exaelly suited to a medical journ.il, it sh«)uld be brought a 

court of justice; the p;*aeti< o we do not lusitale to pixmounce murdetbus# It 
is hardly wilhi?} the provliu-e of a niedlc;il journal to iletail instances of the mal¬ 
practice of irregular |.!-iM*litioners; thiTC W'ould bo no end to disgusting details. 

W'c thank our cojTe-*]»omM nt .it \ork. Pa. for the case he has furnished us; 
if has not, howevi r, sufiri.-ot isovclty for i>ublicaiion. 

An accoiiul of.» i my inti re-'tin;* c:.so rouldlssi ction by Dr. IIorkxr, in which 
a lamina of incduMar\ maltev \v;»s peikd off from the whole surface of the ven¬ 
tricles, has he»‘ii crow tied out of the present number. 

We have great pleasure in ;mnounring, tluil it Is contemplated to establish an 
,^;^alccdc department, or supjdcincntary Journal, to be published qu.irtcrly, and 
to be devoted to the most intcrc.sting menmirs read to the Royal Academy of 
Medicine of Paris, to the MeiUeo-Chirurgical Societies of London and Edinbui^h, 
to the Association of the Fellows ;md licentiates of the King and Queen’s Col¬ 
lege of Physicians in Ireland, and selections of those articles from the German, 
French, and Itarnm Journal.s, which are loo long for insertion in our Periscope, 
and to which justice cannot be done in an analysis. The articles selected to be 
of permanent value, and a large proportion of them tramlniions made expreealy 
for this Jtnimul., with notes, critical and clucidator}'. The analytic depart¬ 
ment to form a complete Journal in itself, and tube published separately 
from the present one; but to be under the same management, with consider¬ 
able additional assistaiuT, whiidi lius^ilready been offered. It would be prema¬ 
ture to speak further of the jilan; we however trust that it will meet with the 
approbation and • ujipoii of the profession, to render it worthy of which no 
efi’ort or expen.se wdl be spared 

Wc liavc receded the I'ollowing works — 

Journal des Progre< <les Sciences «-t Institutioii.i Mtdicalcs cn Europe en 
Amcriqu^, Ac. Vol. XT I'm exchange ) 



IV 


^0 READERS AVfi CORRSllPOirDENTS. 

f 

Annales de la Medicine Phyii(>logj^ue,for August and September, 1828, (tr. 
« 

exchange.) 

Hevuc Medicalc Fran^ais ct Etrangcre, ct Journal dc Clinique de TPIotel 
Dieu, ct la Cliantc, ct dcs Grands H6pitaux de Paris, from January to Septem 
ber, (in exchange.) 

Journal General de Medicine, dc Chinirgic, ct dc Pharmacic Fran^ais ct 
Etrangeres, ou Rccucil Pcriodiquc dcs Travaux dc la Societc dc M^dccine <le 
Paris, R^dig^. Par A. N. Gendrin, Pun dc scs Membres, from January to 
July, 1828, (in exchange.) 

‘Archives Gencralcs dc Mcdecinc, for July, August, September, and Oc 
tober, 1828, (in exchange.) 

Bulletin des Sciences Medirales, for August an<l September, 1828, (in ex¬ 
change. ) 

The Edinburgh ^fcdical and Surgical Journal for October, 1828, (in cx 
change.) ^ 

The London Medical and Surgical Journal for October and November, (ii* 
exchange.) 

The Medico-Chirurgical Review for October, 182H, (in cxcliangc.J 

The London Medical and Physical Journal for October and November, 1828, 
(in exchange.) « 

Journal dcs Chirurgic und Aiigcn ndlkundic. Ilci'ausgcgebcn, von O^F. 
V. Geaepe, und Pli. V. Walthmi, SdNo. for 1828, (in exchange.) 

Litterarische Annalen der Gesammten Hcilkundc. Ilcrausgcgebcn von Di, 
J. F. C. Heckzr, for April, May, Jane, .luly, and September. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Nos. 26 to 48, inclusive, (in ex« 
change.) 

The Transylvania Journal of Medicine and the Associati; Sciences for Nov. 
1828, (in exchang*i.) 

The Western Journal of the Medical and Physical Sciences. Edited by Da 

NXEL Drake, M. D. 8tc. for August, September, and Octol)cr, (in exchange.) 

• ^ 

The New York Medical and Physical Journal, No. 3, (in exchange.) 

The North American Medical and Surgical Journal for January, 1829, (ni ex¬ 
change.) 

Transylvania Journal of Medicine, extra. A Catalogue of Ofheers and Stu¬ 
dents in the Medical Dep- rtment of Transylvania University, I.cxingtoii, Ken¬ 
tucky, January, 1829. 

A Blanual of the Anatomy, Pliysiology, and Diseases of the Eye and its ap¬ 
pendages. By S. J. Stratpord, Member of tlic Royal College of Surgeons in 
LondoOf Surgeon to the Dispensary for Diseases of the Eye, and late Senior 
Asdstant-Surgeon of the 7Vd, or Duke of A]bany^s own Highlanders. London, 
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>fessor pMiflicK will find his case of iSbstinate Cough cured b^.the Trun¬ 
cation of the Uvula, noticed in the Revue M^dlcalc, for August, and the Ar- 
cJnvc| Gdiieralcs, for October, 1828. 


« Professor Cuapmak’s communication o i the use of Tobacco in Croup is no¬ 
ticed in the Journal des Prog^rcs, Vol. XI. 

Professor De wees will find his case of Rheumatism with Metastasi*^ produc¬ 
ing Carditis, Pericarditis, Peripneumonia, and Plcuritis, and also his case of 
Piier])cral Peritonitis, copied into tlic London Medical and Surgical Journal for 
November, 1828. 


Professor Mottos case of Llgaliirc of the Common Iliac, is copied into the 
Journal Univcrscl for Fcl)ru:a’y, 1828, the notice of his case of Exsection 
of the ('hiviclt*, into the I.ondon Atc<licul and Surgical Journal for November, 
1828, anti liis rase of Frnjorul Aneurism of the Left 7'high, and Popliteal 
Aneurism of the l{it>-ht l.eg into the Journal des Progres, Vol. XI. 

Dr. Corsi \n*s r.asr of Disstxlitni AVoutul U tiollrrtl in the Mrdico-Chirurgical 
Review for Orlohcr, 1828. )it'< rase of Anornah of Vision, in the Journal Uni- 
\erscl for Febmur), 1828, anti his notire on liu* Use of the Snuff Plaster in 
Croup, is (:oj)icd into tlic J.uiulon Medical and Surgical Journal for November, 
1828. 

Dr. Jm'ksiin’s rasr of (rastro-aieningiiis, cured liy n Spontaneous Metustasis 
is copied into Journal dt’> Frogrt s, \ ol. \l. 

Professor Skwai.i/s cases t»f Injury of the Head, with loss of substance of the 
Brain, are noticed in tlie Jtniriud ths Progres, \'ol. XI. 

Dr. .1 icKso.s's paper on lie I te «>(' Itlisl* is in preventing Abortion, is noticed 
tn tlic \Vt stern Journal of the Medical and PJiysical 8eicnccs. 

Dr. Dii.'.ui r on the I'espiralion of Cool Air in Pulmonary Affections, 

IS noticed in the Motrieo-Cbinirgu'.d Review*, for October, 1828; in the West¬ 
ern Journal of tin* Medic il anti l*h)snal StienresVor October, 1828; and in the 
Journal des Progris, > ol \1. 

Dr. Ahmm n’*> r:\sc of P nnria Krratteai.s noticed in the Journal Univcrscl for 
February, 18.'8. 

Dr. Wi.Lfs’s rase, ol .Srrot.al Tumour is noticed in the Journal Uiuversel for 
July, 1828. 

Dr. I*k\s<uk’m F.Nprnments on the I'se of Cupping-glasses in Poisoned 
Wounds, is iioticeti »n tlic .Mr diro-Chinirgical Review for October, 1828. 

Dr. WiiiTi.'s case of f.igature of the Internal Iliac Is noticed in the Archives 
fleneralc.s for August, 1828; in the Journal Univcrscl for May, 1828, and in the 
Lonrloii McalicaL .uid Surgiral Journal for Noveinlier, 1828. 

Dr. Ill nivi:i.i2s rase <if Imperforitodhmen is noticed in the J.omlon Medi¬ 
cal and Surgical Journal for November, 1828. 

Dr. IIeiskf.i.i.'s ».as-' of Kxtra uterine Fo'tation is noticed in the Revu*“ Mcdi- 
ralc, for .\iigust, 1828, .iml in the Journal des Progres, Vol XI. 
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Dr. KopAiquh’k Experiments on Poisoned Wounds is noticed in tlic WcK^erh’ 
Journal of the Medical and Physical Sciences for October, 1828. 

Dr. PowF.i l’» ease of Kxsection of a portion of the Spleen is noticed il/ the 
Journal des Progres, Vol. XI. 

Dr. Griffith’s ease of Salivation from the Application of Tartar Kmctit 
Ointment is noticed in the Journal des Progres, Vol. XI. 

Dr. IIoicomiik’s case of Tetanus cured by Arsenic is copied into the Journal 
des Progres, Vol. XI, 
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\kt. 1. JJn Inquiry into iht Anatomical Characteris of Irfantih 
Follicular Inflammation of the Gastro-intestinal Mucous Membrane 
and into its probable identity with Cholera Infantum, By Wil¬ 
liam E. ItoiiNLu. M. D. Adjunct Professor of Anatomy in tht 
University of Pennsylvania. [^With a Plate.] 

It is much to be regretted that a disease so entirely American as cholera 
infantum, which, from its annual recurrence and exl^nsive preva¬ 
lence, presents its facts so continually to the physicians of this k .'un¬ 
ity, should as yet stand in need of many expositions, to fix it upon a 
sure and perfect pathological foundation. 

In the city of Philadelphia alone, the number of deaths under two 
years of age from cholera infantum, is on an average two hundred an¬ 
nually; on some occasions it has amounted to two hundred and 
thirty, and is seldonu^lcss than one hundred and seventy. Its ra¬ 
vages are witnessed along a space of three thousand miles, .from 
Quebec to New Orleans, and as*a general rule may be consideredrto 
increase proportionably to the approximation to the equator. 1 have 
no doubt that a bill of mortality for the United States alone, on this 
single disease, would exhibit thousands of victims to it annually* 
It is then a remarkable fact, that, from such an immense store of Jn- 
formation, there is not one dissection^a yeax* reported to the mescal 
public. Indeed, so completely have the pathological characteii of 
the disease been neglected, that in hastily looking over several of 
the most popular American Journals for the last twenty years, I have 
found but one dissection reportofl in detail.* 

I have no doubt that many dissections have been performed 

in the mean time, indeed, they are alluded to in a general way; and 

1 

« w 

* See Coxe’s Medical Museum, Vol. 3, page 94, Philadelphia, 1807, CMC 
'»f Cholera In&ntum, &c. by James Stcwait, M. D. 
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possibly there may be mucli valuable suppressed by the 

*' reserve of its owners; but if either, or both of these cases exist, they 
^have remained in an obscurity scarcely exceeding the precincts of a 
port folio, or the limited circulation of a medical coterie. 

The indications of the existence of this alTection, are so familiar to 
parents and physicians, and have been so well described by the emi¬ 
nent medical writers and practitioners of the United States, * that it 
will not be necessary to enter into a detail of symptoms, with a vkw 
of illustrating the disease which is the subject of this im^uiry. It may 
be stated in a summary way, that the affection prevails in the sum¬ 
mer among children of two years and under, and that the morbid 
phenomena resolve themselves into a strongly marked change of the 
alvine evacuations, which cease to be natural and well-elaborated 
faeces, but consist in articles of aliment discharged in very much the 
same state in which they were swallowed;—in the mucus of the 
bowels in unusual quantities, frequently tinged in places green by 
bile, and holding if the child have been fed on milk, (or small masses 
of food,) the pieces of curd or food in clusters, in the mode of their 
connexion resembling the spawn of frogs;—^in scrum in large quanti¬ 
ties, coming either from the cxhalents of the intestines; or from the 
muciparous glands, and augmented perhaps by tlic watery drinks of 
the patient;—and in bloody stools, wliichare also spoken of by writers, 
but are comparatively infrequent. 

Or. Jackson! has expressed, in a very summary and strik¬ 
ing way, as a leading indication, that the natural stools arc retain¬ 
ed, and such as are passed are derived principally from the chjdo- 
poietic viscera themselves; and that the proper-faecal smell is wanting 
in cholera infantum as in dysentery, being sour or putrid, or like 
water in which putrid meat has been waslied. He also says, that 
some red portions are dischai'ged as in true dysentery. 1 regret that 
.he has here applied the name of a colour in such a way as to leave 
us in doubt of the substance to which it refers. 

* See Medical Inquiries and Observations by Uenjamin Rush, M. D. Professor 
in the University of Pennsylvania, Vol. 2, p. 361. James Jackson, M. D. 
^rofossor of Theory and Practice of Physic in Harvard University; Remarks on 
Morbid Effects of Uentii<< n: see New England Journal of Medicine and 
Vol. 1. A Treatise on the Medical and Physical Treatment of Chil- 
' dttn, .by William P. Uewees, M. D. Adjunct Professor in the University of Penn- 
■ylvsn&i, FhUada. 1826. Nathaniel Chapman, M. D. Pro^^ssor in the University 
of Pesniylvania, Manuscript Lectures. I'he Medical works of Edward Miller, 
M. I), Professor, New York, 1314. 
t Lor., cit. 
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Other morbid phenoia^na are found in the frequency of dio&e al- 
' vine discharges, which occur from three to twenty times in the course 
'yof twenty-four hours; in the want of appetite, irritability of the sto¬ 
mach, and vomiting; in extreme thirst; in an uneasiness, ever tempt¬ 
ing to a change of posture; in fretfulness and quick perceptions; in 
frequent pulse; in fever of a remittent form disposed to evening ex- 


irerb ationa; in extreme emaciation and languor as the disease ad- 
yif^ces; and in delirium, coma, or hydrocephalus, in its last stages- 
rhis afiection, when it leads to a fatal tcrminii-tion, runs its course 


generally in from a fortnight to six weeks. Dr. Rush* re¬ 
ports a case where death ensued in twenty-four hours. Thejrestora- 
tions to health may in like way be accomplished at any time of the 
disease, and there are few or no symptoms so aggi'avated but chil¬ 
dren have recovered from them. Among Ihose of the most fatal 
kind, are stools with a pink-coloured margin,! live worms crawling 
from the throat, and small transparent vesicles on the chest*! 

The practitioners of the United States are as generally agreed on 
the anatomical characters of this affection after death, as they are on 
the symptoms indicating it. In common cases the briun presents no 
other patliol9gical state than that of congestion of red bloOd; occa- 
sloiially, however, the disease becomes complicated witlvhydrocepha- 
lus. (cikroiiic inflammation of the arachnoidea.) The viscera of the 
thorax ar^ in a sound state. In the abdomen the liver is generally 
crdargeil, sometimes very much so, thereby occupying two-thirds, .of 
tiie cavity of the abdomen. It is also more firm and solid than natii- 
ral, but tlie derangement of structure, if any exist, cannot be seen 
appreciated. Ttle gall-bladder is sometimes found distended 
either with bile or colourless mucus, on other occasions it is flaccid 
with the siuiie kind of contents.* The structure of tlic spleen and pan¬ 


creas, continues natural. 


U is evidently in the mucous coat of the alimentary canal that the 
true anatt)mical characters are found, the peritoneum being generally 
entirely sound. In the stomach and small intestines, especially'the 
duodenum, red« inflamed patches, inclining to a purple, have been 
observed. In the large intestines, according to Dr. Jackson and Or. 
Dewees, it is rare to discover marks of disease; in this, howeverj 1 
do not agree with them. The contents of the intestines are feculent 


matter in hard lumps, involved in a hard adhesive mucus, and co¬ 
loured either yellow or green by the bile. These feculent substances 
are sometimes in considerable quantity, but it is uncommon to find 


* I.oc. rit. 


I f/liapniaii, loc. cit. 


1 Dewees, loc. cit. 
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undigested 'matter; because the patient, in' ^ latter stage of life, 
refuses all nourishment which is not in a liquici form. Dr. Dewees 
states that coagulable lymph is in some instances spread on the sur¬ 
face of the small intestines, or found in detached pieces, and in 
many parts their coats are thickened, so as to reduce considerably 
their c^ibre. 

In soine rare cases the intestines arc tilled with flatus, and tljs- 
tended much by it; in tlie majority of instances, however, the int^^- 
tines are contracted, which isf*manifcsted during life by the collapse 
and diminution of the abdomen, and the wrinkling of its parietes. 

Without entering into a further detail of the received anatomical 
characters of cholera infantum, it may then be stated that they are 
considered to consist in an inflammation of the mucous coat of the 
stomach and small intestines, rarely if ever followed by ulcerations, ^ 
and that rare as ulceration is, it is more frequent in the large than 
in the small intestines. 

From the foregoing exposition of symptoms and of pathological 
changes, it is evident that the authorities who treat of this disease fix 
it in th^ mucous coat of tlie alimentary canal, and so far as my ex¬ 
perience goes they have been entirely correct and hajijiy in giving 
this location to it I have, however, some reason to believe, as the 
subsequent cases will tend to show, that this aflection is ratlicr a 
follicular than an erytliemoid inflammation, that it is rathci* a disease 
of the innumerable mucous glands or follicles extended from one end 
to the other of the alimentary canal, than a common vascular or cry- 
themoid inflammation. With the view of presenting the grounds 
upon which this suggestioil rests, the attcntion*t>f the reader is callcil 
to the following dissections with the plates illustrating them. 

Case l.^^Follicular Inflammation of Inteatinal Canal, the symptoms 

bein^ those of Cholera Infantum. 

June 30^A, 18^8. Autopsy eighteen hours after death, —Present Drs. 
Dewees and Edwaho Jennkr Coxe, attending physicians. 

The infant daughter of Mr. F. aged about twenty months, has had 
for the last three weeks liic usual symptoms of cholera infantum, 
manifested by eight or ten green-coloured discharges with mucus, in 
the twenty-four hours, but there hasf been no sickness of stomach. 
The complaint was attended with whooping-coug!, but no other com¬ 
plication which was apparent. During the progress of her malady she 


* New Kng-land J<*urnal, ut supra, p. IIH, \ n], (. 
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did not seem to be ves^^l, but last evening she died verj unexpect* 
edly to her family and physicians. 

Jixitopsy. —Abdomen: peritoneal surface of viscera healthy: liver 
^ a Ugiit yellow colour: gall-bladder distended with bile: spleen 
healthy. 

Mucous membrane as follows: that of the stomach of a sienna co* 
lour, and of a consistence which permitted it to be scraped off very 
readily with the finger nail. On the small intestines it was generally 
of the same colour, but interspersed atTdistant inten^als with patches 
of injected blood-vessels, btit no extravasation. The clusters of mu¬ 
ciparous glands or follicles were very distinct to the naked eye, and 
had tlieir orifices also enlarged and tumid. The same condition of the 
muciparous follicles prevailed in the large intestines from one end to 
the others but they were larger and more tumid, and gave to the mu¬ 
cous coat somewhat the appearance of having been sparingly sprink¬ 
led with fine wliite sand. In both small and large intestines the mu¬ 
cus seemed less consistent than usual. 

Tlie upper part of the small intestines contained yellow bile, almost 
pure, excepting some mixture of mucus. In the large intestines, 
the contents were also bilious, but greenish, like the discharges which 
had prevailed. There was a small blue spot on die large intestine, 
the colour somewhat like chronic inflammation. 

Tiic weather being sultry and oppressive, we did not extend the 
examination further. I carried, however, the whole of the large and 
a portion of the small intestine away, macerated it so as to remove 
tlie bloofl, and then suspended it in spirits of wine. This pro- 
has made the an^omical characters of the follicular aifbetion 
muclMaore distinct, by removing the tinge and mucus; and by floats 
ing the affected tissue, its folds and processes are kept extended and 
sejjarated, and thereby give ^more prominence to the glands or fol¬ 
licles. Thousands of them, the ulceration of which was previously 
imperceptible, are now seen very clearly to be in that state. See Vol. 
1- Plate 1. fig. 4th, for colour. The maceration and suspension in a 
fluitl, has moreover brought into view several common erythemoid 
ulcerations on the jejunum, about two lines in diameter, and which 
escaped my observation entirely during the dissection. They are so 
different in size and appearance from the ulceration and tumefaction 
of the follicular system of the intestine, that they could not be mis¬ 
taken for them, and the contrast in Uic drawing must be very evident. 
See Plate 111. fig. 3d. 

An observation worthy of considoralioii in this case, is, tliat yellow 
bile was in the jejunum, hut green in the colon. The inquiry result- 
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ing from it, is wliat produced this change oftolour? We know, that 
frequently in ciiolera, the alvine discharges are in a state of fermenta¬ 
tion, and arc sour; is this process confined to the colon? if so, the ra^ 
tionale is, that the bile retains its natural character in the small in¬ 
testines, but becomes green in the large, from meeting there with 
acescent matters made so bj fermentation. See Plate III. fig. 4, 
for a representation of a section of the colon, and fig. 3, for a porti or 
of jejunum. The preparations are in the Anatomical Museum, L*'>- 
lon, A. i02-8; Jejunum, A. '102-9. 

9 

CitSK IL —Follicufar InJUximnation of Intestinal Canah the Symp- 

totns being those of Cholera infantum, 

September 2f/, 1828. Autopsy^ v^ithin twenty four hours after 
death .—A coloured female child, aged eighteen weeks, has been ill 
at least a fortnight, and probably more, from cholera infantum; the 
date, however, could not be ascertained precisely from tlie motlier, 
owing to her imperfect intelligence and ill health. The child, during 
its illness, had cbnvulkions, which is by no means an uncommon 
symptom in the last’stages of cholera. Within a few days she has 
taken refuge in the infirmary of the Alms-house, bringing with her 
the infant alluded to; and a twin of the same ago, having an af¬ 
fection of the same kind and date. The subject of the present ob¬ 
servation died last evening, and this afternoon 1 made the eKamina- 
tion, in presence of the resident students of the house: thermometer 
r/®. The attending physician, to whose care the infant Imd been 
confided, Dr. John K. Mitchell, was absent. 

Exterior aspect: no perceptible putrefaction; considov- 
able emaciation. 

Abdomen.—Stomach empty, contracted; mucous coat, of a light 
sienna colour, almost white, and destitute of blood-vessels, except¬ 
ing a very few; the rugee well marked, laid for the most part in 
longitudinal rows, and so elevated that they were in contact. The 
mucous coat was also do soft that it could be scraped av/ay easily, in 
the form of a pulp, with the finger nail. 

The small intestines likewise of a light sienna colour on their 
mucous coat, and empty, excepting a little .mucus, which was 
here and there greenish. The large intestines presented the same 
colour ^ the small, and were destitute of faeces; in place of the lat¬ 
ter, inferior thirds of the colon were occupied, so as to form 

a sligK distention, with pure pus of a cream colour, proper consist¬ 
ence, as well elaborated as f ever saw, and destitute of any except- 
tng a very faini odour. 'Fhe muciparous glands of the colon were 
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all enlarged, so as to E 0 |^esent small grains of white sand sprinkled 
over the mucous meriibrane, and about tlic size of millet seed; there 
was in each a little depression of a darker colour than the rest of the 
. ^land, and, from its position at the apex, was taken fur the orifice of 
the gland. The muciparous glands of the small intestines were also 
tumid and irritated, but could not be so well distinguished at the 
time of examination as they were subsequently, by maceration. In a 
frw of these follicles, ulceration had began to show itself, in both in- 
restines, small and great, but only to an inconsiderable extent. Ma¬ 
ceration in this case also being resorted to, both the tumefaction of 
tile glands and their ulcerations were made more distinc^y it, for 
the reasons stated. 

The liver was licaltliy, but its colour was lighter than usual, and 
somewhat variegated by a yellowish ground, being interspersed witii 
its natural brown, 'f'he gall-bladder was distended with inspissate 
green bile. 

'riic other viscera of the abdomen were healtliy, as well as the pe¬ 
ritoneal coat. The thorax and head were n«t exa^ned by myself. 
The preparation of the colon is deposited in the Anatomical Bfu- 
seuin, A. 10^10- See Plate III. fig. 2d. 

After wliat has been stated in these two cases, on the consistence 
of the mucous coat of the stomach, it becomes a very interestii^ ob¬ 
ject of inq^iiry, whether this was a normal or a morbid state of its 
texture. I am as yet deficient in those facts from personal obsel*- 
vatioii, which w ould enable me to assign some standard of consistence 
to the mucous coat of the stomach under two years of age. I have, 
hpwever, no doubt tlidt it is much softer at' that period of life than it 
isl>r>4b^adult, and the probabili^ is that from Wng so soft as to be 
readily scraped off with the finger nail in the early months of exist¬ 
ence, it then increases successively and gradually in its consistence 
as one advances into old age, and until it becomes a membrane of 
sufficient tenacity to permit very readily its being dissected up as 
such with a scalpel. This subject is, however, quite open to in¬ 
quirers, especially in this country, and sound conclusions upon it 
made by multiplied observations, would confer a great benefit upon 
the profession. ^ 

Cask III .—Follicular hiflamrtiation of [ntestinee vnth Cholera fn- 

fantuin^ 

S^ten^ber 7th^ 1828.—The twin child alluded to in the preceding 
case, after having languishcil under the same disease with similar 
symptoms, died, and was examined to-day. 
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The mucous coat of the stomach was in d^^tural state. The duo- 
denuxn contained healthy bile, and the other small intestines abound¬ 
ed in faical matter, of a liglit yellow colour. There was also fecal 
matter in the cobcum, of a light yellow, and chopped appearance, biu 
none in any other portion of the large intestines. 

The muciparous glands of the coccum were very obviously en¬ 
larged, as also those of the sigmoid flexure of the colon, imcl <jf 
the rectum. A mucous Inflammation was seen on the lower portiun 
of the ileum, and there was a* considerable injection of the rcctuin7 
apparently of an inflammatory kind. 

The appearance of the liver was healthy. 

The facts of tlie last case were communicated to me by Oi-. 
Aehmead of tlm Alms-house Infirmary, who has now for some years 
distinguished liimself there by a devoted attention to its scientifir 
and charitable objects, and by a ready co-operation in the inquiries of 
the prescribing physicians and surgeons. 

Case IV.—“Maria*Boulefray, aged ten months, head laige, consi¬ 
derable embonpoint, pale complexion, skin soft and fiaccid, died 
February 5tb, 1824, after an illness of six days^ dinihg which slie 
was somewhat comatose, had no fever, no pain, very frequent vomit¬ 
ing, incessant alvine discharges; rejected pap, (bouillie,) and the 
breast of her mother. The stools were first yellow; they then became 
white, frothy, inodorous, of a glairy consistence, slightly ro])y, and 
without tenacity. The body was opened ten hours after dealh. 

Head.—Serosity effused in the cranium; cerebral convolutions al¬ 
most el&ced; substance of the brain infirm; as^achniiid membrane in¬ 
jected; ifiiddle and lateral ventricles distended by a coiisi<*':.at>lc 
quantity of serosity. 

The larynx and chest in a sound state. 

Abdomen not distended; peritoneum dry, and without effusion into 
its cavity. Exteriorly the intestinal convolutions were white, and 
only a few small blood-vessels, not much divided, were seen to creep 
under the serous coat. 

The stomach being empty, was in a middle state, between dilata¬ 
tion and contraction. 3'he mucous membrane wj^ of a natural thick¬ 
ness, sufficiently adherent to the subjacent membrane, of a milky- 
whiteness, and was moistened by* a proper quantity of clear, ropy 
mucus. The villosities were very distinct ou the great curvature, 
and scarcely perceptible elsewhere; the cardia and the pylorus had 
nothing remarkable, but all the extent of the mucous surface was 
covered ivith a prodigioxt'i number of white granulations^ the size of 
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n mi/lrl seed, indiscriurfiiatoly scattered over the gastric sui lkce, 
w inch presented no flf^rks of inflammation. 

'r!)e antrum pylori, (cspace pylori-valvulaire,) was sound, and cover- 
. ed with small glands, like the stomach. A similar follicular develop¬ 
ment liad occurred in the duodenum; the valvulaj conniventes did not 
yet o\erlap, as in tlie adult; there were glands on the sumin> , of these 
valves, as well as in their intervals. From the beginning of the je¬ 
junum to the middle of the ileum, the internal membrane retaining a 
white satin colour, HulTiciently vlIlous,rfuid of an ordinary thickness, 
was rn> ered with grunulatienH of an appcunwvr and. size similar to 
those of the duodenum* From the inferior Uiirtl of the iiiflin 
valve of llauldn, tliere was a white, frothy fluid, tinged yellow, With¬ 
out a ]»articular odour, having almost the liquidity of water, and fill 
ing tlie entire cavity of the intestinal tube. Besides the granulations 
gen!M*ally scattered upon tliis part of the intestiiie, tlieie were, groupo^ 
of follicle'^ iiiut(*d in small masses, and in elliptical plates, Avhich all 
occupied the f urvaturc of the intestine. They were bordered by a 
winrling, colourless line; tlicir surface was roi^h, an4 surmounted by 
glands, similar to those which existed alone in the environs^4^^'the 
plates; mucoiA folds extended from one gland to another. The plates 
generally were four lines wide, and half an inch long. In the ileo- 
c(ccal regitui they were very near one another. The diffei^ent gJUinds 
whicli exisied alone on the mucous surface, offered for the most part 
:»t their summiU a grayisli point, indicating tlicir excretory orifice. 

In the whole length of the large intestine, down to the rectum, 
and even tlu* anus, these glands were found in abundance. The 
cqlon contained frothjV yellow matter, sindlar to that of the small 
infestc^i^. :* 

The immth, tlie pluiryux, anif (he (esophagus presented a siiuilar 
development of follicles. , 

'riie intestinal mucous membrane was'detached wtUi difficulty; but 
at the end of eight days of maceration in water, a laige shred could 
be peeled off. The plates and the granulations came off with it, be¬ 
ing as it were, iiicrustcd in it.” 

Mr. Billard,^ from whom tliis observation is translated, conti¬ 
nues his remarks iij stating that we may;,coucluilc tliat there was here 
an unnatural development of (lie muciparous glands, from their being 
much more numerous than they are in the healthy static. It may also 
be remarked tl»al llu? membrane was not inflamed, tliat the intestinal 
tube coiitaimMi a prodigious quantity <»f liquid matters almost aque- 


“ lie 1,1 Mt niliraiiL Mimueii-sc li.ijliri-intc'jtiniilc, p tJ.', r*ui'» 
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ous, and which seemed to constitute what is'called the mucous flux; 
and that in fine, flic young patient, thougli deafi’in a short time, ha<l 
not presented very evident febrile symptoms. 

It is evident to the American reader, that this case of Mr. Hillard V, 
had it occurred in this country, would have been named, and is, in 
fact, the cholera infantum. The paucity of his observations prevent¬ 
ed him from recognising in it the anatomical characters of the d_isease; 
vfor he says the follicles probably are not developed by inflammation, for 
th& membrane upon the surface of which they manifest themselves, 
none of the characters of inflammation laid down in a formerpart 
The difficulty with Mr. B. however, comes from his not 
m'i£ing a sufliciont allowance for the difference between tiie erythe- 
moid or common vascular inflammation, and the follicular irritation 
of the intestinal tube. In the three observations by myself, the indi- 
bittions of crytheinoid inflammation are seen to be either absent or 
defective. 

Strange as the assertion or rather suggestion may appear, I am in¬ 
clined;^ the opinion, that if this follicular inflammation be the pri- 
essential affection in cholera infantum, cases may, and in¬ 
deed do occur, where the diarrhoea is wanting; and whefe perhaps f)ie 
most striking symptom is convulsions, no doubt arising from the sym¬ 
pathetic irritation of the brain. The following case, .at least, where 
the anatomical characters after deatli were the same as in the cholera 
infantum, will go to show how far this notion is supported by facts. 

Case V. —Follicular Inflammolion of the Colon with Convuhions. 

Examination about twenty four hours after*dcath .—Present Dr*- 
Hays, attending physician, and Mr.^TnEODORE Dewees, stpd^^iC'of 
medicine. 

Miss P. aged two years, for about three weeks had been disposed 
tp constipation, requiring the use of catliartics frequently. She was 
attended by W. Dewees, who informs us that her stools had been 
white with an absence of bile. Eight hours before her death she was 
suddenly seized witji convulsions which lasted to the end of life. 

AtUopsy. Jan.. 9/A, 1828.—Exterior aspect, nothing unusual. 

Head.—Brain and membranes natural. , 

Thorax.—I^ungs natural; half an ounce of straw-coloured, transpa¬ 
rent serum in the right pleura. 

Abdomen.—Peritoneum healthy; liver hard anu of a yellowish hue; 
stomach of usual thickness; its mucous membrane could be scraped 
off wifh tlic finger nail, and w'as of a pearl or sienna colour, inter¬ 
spersed every few lines with small specks of ]>lood of a light pink 
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ciilour, and not larger tlian the head of a very small pin; the mucous 
membrane was also beared all over with a coat of tenacious mucus, 
and at the left end of the stomach was of a light gamboge colour, 
whicli I attributed to bile dying it. 

'J'hc intestines were distended with flatus and of a light pearl co¬ 
lour. Nothing pathological could be detected in the small ones^ but 
.IP the large, all the muciparous follicles from one end to tlie other 
seemed to be aftected. These follicles were converted into small 
cysts of the transparency and size of the itch vesicle, and on being 
punctured with a needle aifd^pressed, readily gave out their tranffi^- 
rent fluid. Their orifices could be seen very readily wid^Ce aSftui- 
ance of a lens, and appeared tube closed generally, but some were 
ojicii and slightly ulcerated; neither could a distinction of colour be 
observed between these orifices and the remainder of the gland, ^ee 
Hate III. fig. 1, (Anat. Museum, A. 102-7.) 

I have now adduced a sufficiency of evidence to excite an inquiiy, 
and perhaps to lead to the conclusion, that cholera infantum is pa- 
tliologically a follicular inflammation of the intestinal tube^ 
ed with increased peristaltic motion in must cases, but nothin'all; 
and in its exti’cmc stages, existing in various sympathies of the dif¬ 
ferent oi'gaiis of the body. In its anatomical characters at least, it 
has a very strong resemblance with the vesicular diseases of the skin, 
and in itsvxlrcmc stages it seems to progress from the interior to the 
rxlerior of the boily, showing itself in the mouth by inflammation of 
the mucous follicles there, (aphtliae,) and on the skin by an irritation 
of its follicular system, the appearance of which has been compared 
hv Dr. Dewces to the' vesicles which would be produced by an im- 
mcTfj3«>-*mmbcr of minute drops yf scalding water.* 

Tlic disease seldom becomes fatal until the sympathies with other 
organs are well established, and the indications of their irritatiourbe 
strongly marked by disordered circulation, incessant vomiting, coxna 
and convulsions, all of which show the lesion of the organs presiding 
over the great fanctions of circulation, digestion, sensitiveness, and 
myotility. It is under the advanced stages of the cholera that the me¬ 
ningeal inflammation of the brain, (hydrocephalus,) is evolved; the 
sympathetic aflectivn being converted from one of mere irritation of 
the arachnoidca, into a pathological change of structure followed by 
efliision. * 

Follicular inflammation of the intestines sometimes appears in the 
I’leventh year; the following case will prove it. 


•• Op rit. p .'98. 
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Cask WL^FolliciUav Inttstinal In/ltt^imatiou. 

May irM, 1824.—“ Louis Joui, aged eleven years, of an infinn 
constitution, but having a certain degree of embonpoint, being thrown 
from his horse, his skull was fractured, and he died the next day, 
in the hospital. It could not be ascertained whether he was la¬ 
bouring under a diarrhoea at tlie time, or not. - 

Autopny^ eighteen hours after The fracture, of the skull was 

found extended to the base, aftd there was much efitision. The lungs 
wj^ Bou^d, with some ancient adhesiops'to the thorax. 

—Peritoneum sound, the intestines thin and transparent. 
The mucous membrane of the stomach was of a rose colour, M i in- 
kled, and covered with a thick layer of mucosity. By scrajiing it, 
a number of red points became visible, and it contained some bread 
and the skins of stewed apples. 

The antrum pylori was long, yellowish, and marked with a great 
number of small, grayish spot8».« The mucous villositics were well 
mark^>there$ the duodenum, and the remainder of the small intes¬ 
tinal "ibbe, was the seat, in places, of a very fine ramiform injection. 
In the inferior diird of the ileum, was a cluster of twelve luinbrici 
worms. The large intestine was healthy, and contained a great f|uan- 
tity of fluid matter, which was yellow, frothy, and moderately odorous; 
at the end of the colon, the faeces had a consistence sutlici(?ntly firm. 

In the whole extent of the intestinal mucous membrane, was a 
great number of muciparous glands. They were cxtreuiolj'^ numerous 
on the duodenum, and occupied both the valves and tlieir iidervals. 
They all had the size of the head of a pin, antf^exhibited vci*y visibly 
their excretory orifice. In the jejuvum they were nioi-e out 

they reappeared in great numbers on the ileum, and united th<‘m- 
selfjl^s in little masses, and by plates. Xhe erreum was mverefl with 
thoise glands;^ the end of the transverse colon they became more 
rare, and noneexisted in the sigmoid flexure, nor in the rectum,”" 

Mr. Billard goes on to remark that the state ol‘ thiA intestinal tube 
is entirely analogous to most of those opened by Rnederer and Waglor.t 

There was evidently here an abundant mucous flux, a remarkable 
whiteness of the mucous membrane, and a marked development of 
the muciparous glands. Nevertheless, this infant did not die from 

ex. op. cit. p. 420 

■(• De Mopb. Mucos. Paris, 1810. 1 regret not having i>ecn ahlo to obtain this 

book in the United States. It alludes lo an <*pideinic wbieb jin vailotl iri (Jurt 
tingen, the violence of which «. onis to bave exploded on tin* intestinal canal, 
aeeovdinsr to the albiMons wliteb I Itave seen roneernlnu' it 
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t hr allection; it appear^ even that he was not incommoded by it during 
life, so far aH to require repose and care, inasmuch as he received 
uhile working, the wound which caused his death in so short a time. 

There arc certain diseases considered as contagious, one of the 
remarkable peculiarities of which is, that when once individuals have 
gone through them, the charm is dissolved, and they are forever, af- 
tei ward^' innoxious. Another circumstance worthy of remarkis, thftt 
llieso diseases have their primary scat in the foMicular system, as 
lor example Ihe small-jmx and the chielfcn-pox. They appear occa- 
'^ionally umler such doubtful jeauses, that the opinion mayjie 
sonably entertained of their spontaneous production, loca]^ 

lies where they ap])car from time to time. Have wc not then mis- 
laken too frequently this peculiarity of disposition in the organism to 
tall into certain morbid conditions, for distant sources of contagion; ., 
for a power in disease as an essential existence to propagate itself!^ ' 
like planls or animals, by its seeds, as they arc ridiculously called? 
May not cliolera infantum, as a folli^ar disease of the intestines, 
lie tlic inevitable lot of every individual of the*human family,Jpt an- 
ilor circumstances of various severity, being mild, scarcely perce]^- 
ide in some, anif in others being aggravated by the season of the year, by 
thn local circumstancesoffheindividual, and by his early infancy? May 
rtot, in Ihct, (he whole follicular system of the bodybe successivety un¬ 
der the neefssity, in most individuals, of undergoing inflammation, Me 
syiuptoms of which will of course vary, according to the functions of 
the part in which the fulliclcs are placed, and give rise apparently to 
diseases having no external analogies? As for example, in the inhe- 
follicular inflaminations of the skin, we have what is call^ 
^mal’i^v. it from its vesicular or blj^dder-like appearance;—in the inhe¬ 
rent inflajumalions of the follicles of the intestines, we have what is 
called a choleia or flux of children, because the bowels are cont|^- 
:illy expelling their contents, being too iiMtable in most c&ses to te- 
tain them; and is it not perfectly consistent with the litws of induc- 
itoM, that when ft similar innate inflammation attacks the folliclea<iibf 
the tiachca and lungs, we shall of course have ]iyiQ]ptoms suited to 
the organs assailed? In fact, what is whooping-cough but an ingenerato 
iiillammatioii of thc*mucous follicles of the air passages, manifested 
by the immense trans]>arent mucous discharges, which are brought 
up by (he tea-cupful after a fit of spasmodic coughing r May not 
llicn the theory of contagion rest upon the explanatory fact, that 
till the ingonerate iliseases of tlie follicular system have been goi^ 
(lu'ough. the indi\i<lual is liable to have them excited In such imU- 
viihiaN a?* arc lahourinu undci .1 similar aft'ectiour 
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Art. 11. ObsetvaXions on the Effects of Heai^'^^y Samuel Henrik 
Dickson, M. D. Professor of the Institutes and Practice of Medi¬ 
cine in the Medical College of South Carolina. 

THE eftects of heat upon the human constitution have formed the 
subject of many an ingenious essay. It would scorn that very in¬ 
tense degrees of it may be borne for a short period with entire impu¬ 
nity at the time, and so far ao has been traced without any after con- 
s^uences of imporlance. Besides the experiments of Blagdkn, 
&c. which are in the hands of every body, the Journals 
of the day are teeming with the exploits of a M. Martinez,*^ who 
seems to be gifted with powers of endurance similar, if not equal, to 
those of the fabled salamander. Bat although these transient expo¬ 
sures have been undergone'in the instances alluded to %vith so little 
inconvenience, it is nevertheless, perfectly well known that the long- 
continued application of high degrees of temperature, will not fail to 
derange every function of the human system, and will ultimately effect 
its destruction. These evils may be brought about in various ways, 
according to the circumstances under which the he^at is applied, 
the concurring agents which may, at the same time, affect the consti¬ 
tution, and the predispositions and idiosyncrasies of the individual 
sulgected to their influence. 

Ihe morbid effects of heat have been divided into the direct and 

% 

indirect. 1 shall confine myself at present to tlic former, proposing 
to Qfier'a few brief practical remarks. Concerning the latter, wc 
have some ingenious and useful observations ^from the pen of l)r. 
James Johnson, who seems to hav^ watched the diseases 
mates with a most careful and accurate eye, to have delineated their 
progress with a faithful and ready pen, and to have teflccted upon 
their causes, history, and effects, with a philosophical and generally 
correct judgment. On the approach of spring, in our climate, 
when the thermometer, (Fahrenheit’s,) steadily shows a tem|jerature 
of atmosphere in coo!, shady, and sheltered places about 76®, the 
heat of the exposed streets, subject as they are, to both radiated and 
reflected heat, may be safely assumed to rise above 90°, ranging, 
pet^ps, as high as 100® or 110®. 

Ihe earlier influences of this season would to be mildly sti¬ 
mulating, urging to a quicker and freer play of the several functions, 
a more perfect development of animal as avoH as vegetable life. 


* Sco London Mtflical liuzetU', for .Inly I vMh, 1828, 
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The skin becomes soft and relaxed; the lieart beats with rather 
;];rcater force, and the extreme vessels with a fuller tide. The 
fluids of the body are not exempt from the ordinary law of expansion 
• by increment of temperature, and soon come to occupy a larger space. 
Hence, if the relaxation of tlie vascular system does not koep pace 
with this expansion, then is built up a tendency to various hae^or- 
rh'igcs from rupture ])y ovcr-tlistention. Epistaxis is now common, 
and tlie menstrual secretion is apt to be poured vit in a quantity ra¬ 
ther greater than during the past wint(»*. If ligemorrhagy does not 
take place, a train of other "cjmsequenccs arise, which des^e our, 
special notice. Of these, the principal is head-achiif^ttended 
witli violent pulsation of the carotids, and productive of great dis¬ 
tress. The detennination to the brain, and the pressure made upon 
every part of this organ, will occasion restlessness, alternating with 
heavy drowsiness; a remarkable and oppressive languor; an indispo¬ 
sition to an incapacity for muscular exertion; almost complete ano¬ 
rexia, with fre<iucnt nausea-^(all djapeptics suffer at this season 
more than at any other.) Constipation follows, and a disposition is 
formed to visceral obstructions of varied character, destined to be 
more pci'fectIy*developed by the poisonous influence of the malaria of 
the cmmng autumn. To obviate these unpleasant symptoms, the 
lancet is a common resort with many, while others prefer the employ¬ 
ment of certain cathartics, hence referred to under the genefid 
pUrosc of s{)ring physic. Either of these means, as experience has 
fully proved, is capable of giving a notable -share of relief, but it 
would not seem to me a matter of entire indifference, whether 
make choice of the one*Or the other, and I will endeavourto give rea¬ 
son lb.' -ujy preference of the cathartic hcre- 

The lancet seems directly indicated under these circumstances 
the immediate relief afforded to head-ache, &c. by the bleedings fr^ 
the nose, so common at this period. Every physician is familiar mih 
the remark that haemorrhage from any set of vessels, leaves behind it 
when it ceases or is checked, the tendency to its own recurrence, a 
tendency so strong, as in some* instances, to become a matter of 
absolute necessity, and to constitute a portion of the habits of the 
constitution. All haemorrhages, when they proceed to any consider¬ 
able amount, arc apt to occasion morbid determination to the head. 
This fact, which has been demonstrated by repeated experiment, 
may easily be pro\ed. The most violent epileptic convulsions often 
follow, as I have myself soon (lie recovery from a state of syncope in 
persons not epileptic, whf» ha\e been bleed to fainting. And how can 
it be otherwise? The blood witliin the triangular sinuses of the brain. 
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or ratliei* its incinbraiies, upon whatever principles the ur(rniai 7 and 
general venous circulation may be explained tlrgo on, must be ad¬ 
mitted to be dependent for its onward motion, on account of ilu‘ iiu- 
possibilily of any degree of contraction of these vessels, either upon 
the vis a tergo, communicated to the column of arterial bhual by Ihe 
systole of the left ventincle, or as T rather believe, upon tl»c Hucli(tn 
exerted on the venous columns by the diastole or expansion of llu* 
right side of the heart. In either case, ilie effect will be precisely 
the same. The heart ceasing to beat, or beating feebly, the venous 
columjTLj)f blood is checked in its downward ilow, or Hows slowly 
and la^wK'ly, while the cerebral arteries empty themselves into these 
vessels by tlieir duplicity and tonicity, C[ualities not readily affectetl 
by the state of tlie system alluded to. The result mustevideiiliy be 
an accumulation of blood in ihe veins and sinuses, a dangerous «lis 
tention of these vessels, and an undue pressui e excrtetl upon the sui 
face, and wdthin the substance of the brain. Now it seems to me :i 
reasonable doubt whether this.6onditio}], although it may ol'len be tv 
covered from, and to all appearabccs perfectly, cnii l)e renewed and l e- 
peated &om time to time, and we know that the artiiieial will bceonie 
& matter of as necessary habit as the natural linomorrhatjc, witlumt the 
most serious injury to the parts concerned. Will not tin? vessels be 
come more and more liable to rupture fi-oin tliis rc])eat<ul distention ? 
WBl the brain continue capable of returning at once, ami readily, to 
the performance of its mostimportantand mostdelioaie fund ions, alLei 
repeated interruptions of this nature? 1 should believe tliat there 
could be no difference of opinion as to the proper answer to these in¬ 
quiries. The cathartic is free from all such objections, and exliibus 
also another collateral advantage, wjiich must not be overloukcd^^'lir 
red globules of the blood seem to contain much of the stimulant (|ua 
l^ which fluid is known to possess. It is also peri'ectly well 
understoodwhen lost, they are replaced very slowly; theii 
source is unknown, but wherever manufactured, the supply is only 
adequate to the ordinary demands of the system, and by no means 
keeps pace with any unlooked for draught. Pale and serous blood 
does not excite the organs of circulation to the proper degree, iioi 
does it rouse sufiicicntly the peculiar organic sen^bility of the scvei iil 
glands and secreting vess'‘-s. The functions of the system arc hence 
ail performed languidly: even th*e muscles lose their coiitraclile 
power, and their firmness becoming soil, as in blanched veal, ami 
locomotion is difficult and fatiguing. "I’he ciilhar^ic procures a sopa 
ralioii from the hlood of llic Iluid pails, \v» indispensable, and innic 
easily reprtidm ed: aiid h\ ihr fpiantily nf vern'lio!i«- uliich il erca 
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sions be poured out by\he exhalenls oi the intestinal suri'ace, emp 
Ik'S the vessels no less eftectually, leaving; belnnd the pabulum \iia\ 
the fibriiie, and cruor; besides that, in one of these cases, tlic deter 
.miiiation ervatat by the remedy, is to the head, and in the other, to 
11 less delicate part, the intestinal ranal. It is evident too, tiiat we 
sliall gain much by ajudichn. . selection of the cathartic proper to be 
employed, taking into due consideration the indications presented. 
If there he a necessity for prompt evacuation, then triil salts arc 
ready and active, or a combination of s*une one of them with a resin¬ 
ous purgative, (as rhubaib,^may peihaps prove still more effectual. 
Complete and permanent relief is however uest gained b^;^persevcr- 
ing use of aloetics, rather than of any others of the class, perhaps by 
the irritation which they occasion in the lower intestines, and the 
cons(M[ucnt determination of blood to the ha^moiThoidal vessels, tlte 
distention of which seems to be in itself, though painful perhaps, and 
full of inconvenience, yet productive, of no conse<|ueiices ultimately 
in jurious to tlie eoiistilulion, and appears to relieve notid>ly the cere¬ 
bral v(‘s.-»els. , 

Hut tliere are, I think, measures by which a prevention of these 
evil effects of heat may he attained, and a resort to medicine render- 
etl unueccssarv. With this view I would advise a considerable re- 

«y 

duolioii of the ordinary winter diet as soon as the weather becomes 
warm. Voi^etablc aliment should be almost exclusively taken, «is bC' 
ing abundantly nutritious, yet comparatively free from stimulant 
power. 1( is a common error to throw off the winter clothing too early 
and to make too absolute, a change in the dress. This should be care¬ 
fully avoiiled, as iapl4 and impressive ufteratioiis of temperature 
frei|.y'utl^ occur in sjning; if tJ»eu the skin becomes constricted, 
and the increased amount of ]ieispiratory exudation is suddenly 
clicckcd, the blood must be detennined injuriously to the internal 
lisccru. A cculrifugal tendciicy is given to the Iluids by the circum¬ 
stances of tin* season; we should he careful that our habits sliould 
not in any manuer oppose themselves to tliis, 1 am disposed, from 
attentive ohservatiou, also to recommend the use of ice and of iced 
water, (luring Ihe heats of spiing and early summer. Cold applied thn^ 

1 look upon as one yf the most effectual as well as grateful of our to¬ 
nics—doiiigaway the ieeling »d vaciiity^ and oppression at the sto¬ 
mach, “^o well known to the iibhappy dyspeptic, and orcasioually 
leU perhaps hy e\eiy one—relieving all the other irregular sensa¬ 
tions of internal heal and irntalion, and proving abundaiilly iliapho- 
tetic "indeed, I know not a more piomplaiid certain -udorilic, wiie 
Mo. \ ! .—Pr!) I 
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ther in health or disease, than a draught of i atcr as cold as it can be 

taken. * 

I am not unaware of the generally received opinion of the dangers 
Attending the use of such cold water when the body is heated. I have 
before me at this moment the treatises of Rush and CuHRiEupon the 
diseases occasioned by drinking cold water in warm weather. I might 
content myself by referring to the important discrepancies in their 
statements and their reasonings upon the subject; the first attributing 
to the strong contrast or slioclc all the ill efl'cets detaileil; the latter, 
whose reasonings are more full and ingesious, yet still not altogether 
satisfacOfy ascribing them to a debilitating power exerted on bodies 
already weakened by fatigue and sweating. After due consideration 
of the facts stated by both, we must come 1 think, to the conclusion, 
that some condition or circumstance essential to the production ot 
the evils detailed, has been overlooked or omitted by both; that is to 
say, that the death in the single case noted by Currie, ami in tlic si¬ 
milar cases quoted by him from other authors, ami tlie deatlis and 
symptoms recorded by ^usli, were not occasioned simply by tlie drink¬ 
ing cold water, eitlicr when very hot, or wlfile cooling after having 
been much heated. It is to be observe*! that I do not doubt or deny 
the danger of applying cold to the surface when in a relaxed state. 
On this point I fully agree with Curriti—but this is foreign to our 
present discussion. I have never seen a death from drinking cold 
water, nor have 1 been able to obtain any authentic arxount of such 
an event having occurred since I have been engaged in the practice 
of medicine in this city. Yet here, if any where, such accidents 
should occur. Immense quantities of ica and iced fluids arc daily 
consumed here, by persons subjected to tlie scveial conditions set 
down both by Rush and Currie as calculated to favour tlie morbid 
influence of the agent in the highest degree. 

I cannot infer positively from Rush’s statement that he himself 
saw and prescribed for any of the cases he alludes to. I believe them 
to have been generally cases of insolation, and that being sensible of 
rapidly approaching disease, and at the same time feeling thirst and 
internal heat, the patients were just procuring relief when overtaken 
by sudden death. I know of no examinations ina^le of such bodies af¬ 
ter death, but entertain no doubt that they would be found for the 
most part, if not always mstanccs of apoplexy. 

In July, 18S3, a carpenter, a mulatto, while at work near the top 
of a house, felt himself giddy and ill. He came down as hastily as 
he could, grasped at some water, drank it eagerly, and fell down 
senseless and without motion. The water had been kept in the build- 
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ing some time, and was of the warmth of tlie air or very little below 
it—about 80® of Fahrenheit This fellow was bled, &c. and recover¬ 
ed, and now lives hemiplegic. Many persons who were speculating 
about him when l.saw liim first, and who universally attributed the 
attack to the water lie drank, were much puz.7.1cd by its high tempe¬ 
rature, the coincidence would have been satisfactory, though entirely 
- *lcce})tive, had it been cold well or spring water. Rush tells us that 
punch, beer, and even toddy, when dninken under ■ .e same circum¬ 
stances as cold water, have all been* known to produce the same 
morbid and fatal effects. * ^Tliis I readily believe, and my^further 
affirm that must of the cases in which tlicre was eveiv^e slightest 
colour of suspicion, attached to the swallowing of cold drinks as the 
cause of the attack, toddy or punch and not water had been the me¬ 
dium employed. Yet I must not be understood to say that all in¬ 
stances of this nafure occur exclusively among the intemperate; they 
are chiefly of sucli, yet exceptions are now and then met with. 

Few summcis pass without exhibiting in our city cases of the kind 
above alluded to under the title of insolation; Exposure to great heat 
is of itself undoubtedly capable of stimulating the heart to violent 
action, and by cliemical expansion of the fluids contained within the 
vessels, as well as by morbid excitement of the vital powers, occa¬ 
sioning the ill efteefs included among the several forms of apoplexy— 
tlie sudddh deaths attributed iu common phraseology to “stroke of 
the sun,” (coup *le solcil)—and when acting in rather less intensity, 
giving rise to phrenitis, vertigo and severe head-aches, inflammatory 
fever. 

* The month of June* 1824, set in pleasantly cool; on the 8th and 
9th liowttvcr, Fahrenheit’s thermometer rose to 88® and 89®. After 
this there was a prevalence for some time of easterly winds, without 
rain, during which the temperature was as low, (on the 19th,) as 76.® 
From the 22d of tlie month the winds were steadily from the south¬ 
west and west, and the atmosphere dry and cloudless. The heat re¬ 
gularly increased, the thermometer rising every day to 90® or near 
it, until the 29th, when it was at 94°; on the 30th it was above 98® 
at 3 P. M. in my piazza, which was well sheltered from the sun. 
When hung undci*a tree in the street and in the shade, it rose to 
103°, being protected also, as far as might be, from reflected heat; it 
rose as high as 150® when exposed directly to the sun and to reflec¬ 
tion from the earth. These excessive heats however declined from this 
time.. On the 1st of July it was 94® at 11 A. M. which, contrary to 
what usually occurs, was the hottest hour of that day. It ranged about 
90® until the 7th, when wc had a severe storm of rain, wind, and hail. 
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Our CiiAi.MKHs, with his usual good sense Remarks, tliai keep- 
lug a thermometer in tiic shade only, wc discover no more than the 
greatest eoolmss in the air, but it in nowise points out that degree 
of heal which those sustain who are obliged to be much abroad in the 
day,'” And it is with these latter, our chief if not exclusive concern 
must be under tliesc circumstances, in a medical point of view. 

'I’lie greatest heat which (Mialmers noted here was in 1752, iluriiig 
which year the tlicrmomelcr rose in May to 93°, in June 92°, in 
July to 101°, and in August te 9G°- Dr. Ijininci declares llie wea¬ 
ther to Iwve been wanner in 1738 than h« ever knew it in Charles¬ 
ton. IntllV^bcginning of August, the thermometer, he says, rose for 
some days successi\ ely to 98° in the shaded air, at or about 2 o’clock 
in the afternoon; Ihe rest of the summer he tt^ls us was more tempe¬ 
rate. On this occasion, we are inlormed, several persons died ol 
apoplexies.” 

It is probable that the summer of 1752 Avas soinewluit more distin¬ 
guished lor its high degi’ecs of heat than even the remarkable one ol 
1824, as it was undoubtedly for the long continuance of (his elevaf- 
ed temperature^lj Yet certain ciicuinstances must be allowed for, 
which, when duly considered, will lessen somewliat tlid'apparent dis¬ 
parity, Dr. Clialmoi’s resided, as 1 am informed in fhe alley, which, 
until its widening a few years since, bore In'; name. Somewhat crook 
ed, it Avas not Avide enough to alloAv of fn'e ventilation, yet, uiidei 
our almost vertical sun was not shacled; ol course, A\itli so much re- 
llcction of heat, and a stagnation ot air, there must have been in this 
residence a concentration or accumulation of heal above that of the 
opener streets of the city. * 

The statement giAen of the thenmpuetrical observations, for 1824, 
Avastaken either in rooms on the gnmud-iloor, Avell shaded and ven¬ 
tilated, or in my pia/.za; positions cooler by tAvo or tliree degrees 
than any other parts ot my house, ami cooler, it Avould apjtear, than 
almost any part ot the city- We havciio register of tlui tlieiinome 
ter, so far as I am aware, taken out of Charleston, H. C. during the 
past century. In 1824, AA'e know it to have been as higli, at Wattei - 
borough, as 105°, and in Columbia, ChcraAv, anti several other jilaces, 
as 105° and 104°, in tlie shaded air. It is singular that this writer, 
(Chalmers,) though usu:ilK minute as Avell as accurale, does not 
speak of any particular eilV-cts of Ihe'lieat of 1 752, while I.ixinc: tells 
us of several deaths irom apoplexy, in 1738, a mtu e tmnperate sea¬ 
son. James Johnson rates the general heat t>( tlK Kast Imlian sum¬ 
mer, atfi-om SO to 100°, (Ki.hr.) 'Hie sirtueo, it is saiti, raises the 
tbrrmometer. on the Italian diMie-id'(he Mnlifn ram'an. (o 1 ( 2 ' . bi» 
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<iays tn«;etlior5 the elTects Jf this heated air upon the subjects ol' i(s 
inttiieiice, arc great depression of spii-its, and jirostration of the di- 
g<\siivc powers, “so that persons who venture to cat a hearty supper 
are gitten found ilead next mornina:.’^ 


Dm-I 


ing tlie continuance of the hot weather of 1824, us described 
above, many sudden deaths occurred in our city, which maybe with 
propriety fipoken of under the general head of insolation, coup dc 
soleil. Ol this allection there are many degrees of vioLace and in¬ 
tensity, IVoin slight vertigo, languor, and nausea, to iiisunt death, 
so immediate as not to allow t)tiiny kind of assistance. _ 

f woulil, however, divide tlie cases into two classes, wljivh may be 
(leai’ly and obviously separated from each other. They might be 
distinguislied by the terms apoplectic and phrenitic, or, following 
the phraseology of Skuuks, cerebral and meningeal; the iirst proba- 
l)ly depemling on or occasioned by venous congestion in tlie brain, 
the prominent symptoiiis being those produced by mere pressure, 
eiilier vascular oi extra-vascular. Th^ latter consisting in arterial 
dcterininaiion and fulness. I must state, with great regret that it 
Avas not permitted me to verify the pathology here giv<?n, by an ex¬ 
amination orapf)eaiances post mortem; but a description of the two 
sets of cases will, I tliink, suffice to establish the reasonableness of 
llie distiiu4i(ms laid down. 

The apo|>4ectic form ustial occurred in persons somewhat advanced 
in yeai*s,of the mak<; so well known asolfering a predisposition to such 
an alteick: c(»rpu!eni. with slioii neck, &c. They fell, after exercise and 
exposure, senseless and motitmless. 'fhe breathing was stertorous; 
tliV pupil ol* ihc eye insiffisible to light; the skin usually as hot, but 
no hotter, Jlian llie natiiral standard; tlie pulse full and slow. Unless 
very spe<'*ly assistance was brought, ileath ensued in an hour or two. 
If sense ami motion were, by^the application of proper means, re¬ 
stored, it was ubservetl that one side was more or less affected per¬ 
manently, and the patient, if he recovered, recovered hemiplegic. 

Piirenitic and ilieningeal insolation was far less fatal than tlic form 
which Inis been described. It occurred in younger people, and was 
often more clearly the immediate consequence of recent intern- 
[lerance in the use «f ardent sjiints. Tlicse fell at first without 
sense or motion, but became after a while very restless, tossing their 
limbs, and groaning much. The breathing wms not always stertorous; 
(he pulse geneially quick and hard, tlie face Hushed, the eyes red, 
(he skip pungently hot. If timely aiti was procuroil, a laige propoi 
lion of them recovered. When arou'*ed from their stiq)or, thev wouhl 
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be found to be delirious, occasionally in J state of furious mania, at¬ 
tacking tho.se about them, or alarmed and calling loudly for help. 
They uKimately recovered, if they got well without paralysis. In 
both forms great paleness of the face, and feebleness of the pulsfc 
sometimes occurred, and were signs of the most extreme danger. In 
both, the eyes were at first insensible to light: 1 did not notice that the 
pupil was regularly contracted or dilated in either^ being in both con¬ 
ditions in each form of the attack. 

Little need be said of tin? treatment instituted. The lancet was 
of cQttfse much employed. In the apo(J)lectic fonn, tlic pulse being 
full and siw, there can be no objection to moderate bleeding; one 
obvious caution should, liowever, be attended to. In a state of ab¬ 
solute syncope, or a very near approach to it, the sinuses and veins 
of the brain must be of necessity overcharged with blood, which can¬ 
not enter tlie cavities of the heart, now (juiescent or nearly inactive. 
If we believe with many physiologists, that the suction-power of the 
right side gives an onward motion to the blood in tlie veins, w^e must 
perceive that while the cerebral arteries, by their tonicity and elas¬ 
ticity, are pressing forward their contents, the sinuses, whicli from 
their form and structure cannot exert any siicli agency, must be fill¬ 
ed and distended, detaining the blood in llie smaller veins which 
empty into them. If, with others, we believe the venous blood to be 
driven forward by a vis a tergo, the apparent difficulty and danger 
are little if at all lessened. Respiration being laboured and slow, 
the blood does not readily reach the left side of tlie heart; tlie pferiial 
current which attains that ventricle is sent into the arteries, which 
pass it onwards, oppressing more and more ttic nervous system, ae- 
nied relief by the clogged and full, condition of the pulimmary ves¬ 
sels and right side of the heart. The pressure upon the brain then, 
by blood within the veins, must be greatest just when syncope takes 
place. I have already mentioned the convulsions, quasi epileptic, 
under these circumstances, in individuals free from that dreadful 
disease, and in watching apoplectics while bleeding from an open 
vein, I have satisfied myself that this was the precise momeiit of the 
supervention of paralysis; probably the precise moment of the rupture 
of some overcharged and burthened vessel, anch the substitution of 
extra-vascular for i’ii.a-vascular pressure: the latter always hopeful 
and remediable, and comparatively innocent; the former invariably 
injurious and in the highest degree dangerous to life, if not absolutely 
Hn irremediable evil. • 

In the meningeal or phrenitic f did not in the fu st instance einjiloy 



271 


' Dicksou^o/i the Effects of Heut^ 

\ 

0 

^ the lanctt.+ Ail that couljl be hoped for from this useful instrument 
at4.hi5 period was as perfectly, easily and surely eflccted by cold af¬ 
fusions. lie who has not learned the efficacy of this simple remedy 
In cerebral affections, generally may add an important agent to his 
list. The patient being raised to a sitting posture, cold water should 
be poured from tlic height of a lew feet upon his head. The flushed 
face will become pale, the hard, quick pulse will sink to a mere 
tlircad, and the coma and stupor will rapidly subside. Again and 
again the symptoms returning will call ^or a repetition c‘f the aflfu- 
, sioii. I saw in one day live parsons in the si+uation above described, 
throe oJ' wliom recovered entirely under tliis simple means o^^ure. 
If tiu: recovery was not thus complete, and mania and piTrenitis su¬ 
pervened, tlic cases were for the most pai*t manageable, but now a 
free use of the lancet became accessary, and purgatives of the most 
active power wore demanded. I'he number of deaths from apoplexy 
and insolation, (for the caption is tlius separated in our bills of mor¬ 
tality,) were, m 1824, no less than tliirty-four, adding those under the 
head of “ sudden death;” among adults, almost demonstrably attri- 
bii table to the same causes, four; gives us an aggregate of thirty-eight. 

Tlu‘ iu‘arcst i^rproach to this large number was in 1833; the amount 
how'ever being much less—it was twenty-five. In 1832 it was but 
eleven. In 1827, tlie w eather being hot, not more than fourteen. 

Such as li^vc been detailed are some of the primary and more im¬ 
mediate ellects of tlic application of high atmospheric temperatures 
to the system. Heat expands the fluids, and stimulates the solids. 
It is a natural consequence of thif: latter influence, that after a time 
a general relaxation of the system should eit&uc. Tlie functions are 
performed with less vigour, the vital powers lose somewhat of their 
energy, anS a universal languor pervades the animal frame. The ap¬ 
petite. is less keen, the digestion slower ^nd less perfect, and often 
attended wdth perceptible degrees of febrile irritation. The secre¬ 
tions from the intestinal mucous surfaces, as from the external sur¬ 
face of the body, are poured out in greater abundance than at other 
times; lienee diarrhoea, cholera, simple dysentery; dyspeptics suf¬ 
fer much, and all are occasionally dyspeptics. The least intemper¬ 
ance in eating, or iiiyiroper indulgence, being followed by gi'eater or 
less gasti’ic disorder. 

But winter comes at last to givs; tone to the relaxed solids, to con- 

* Inflammatory action cannot instantly commence, though its ultimate super¬ 
vention is to be dreaded and expected. Loss of blood is no prevention of in¬ 
flammation, (which comes on as readily in the weak as in the sti’ong,) although 
the most important of our means of cure. 
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dense the expanded fluids, to invigorate th|5 mind and the body. For 
tliesi? changes we arc giadually and imperceptibly pre|)ared- The 
cool nights, and foggy mornings of autumn, which become so daii- 
gcnnis from careless exposure, by gentle and repeated sliocks entici* 
us to the use of more guarded clothing, remind us to close our win¬ 
dows and doors against tlie ingress of their chilling and damp air, 
and at lust, on the approach of frost, we arc found drawn round Oic 
evening fireside, and envelo]M*d in woollen garments. 

Iict the poet sing of the moiiotoiums charms of his ever-duriiig 
spring; the philosopher and the physiologist cannot cease to admire 
the wfedom uhicl* instituted the system of perpeUial change, and 
which gave all Jiature to exult in, and revive by those very conliasN 
of condition, whicli to the eye of a careless observer aj>pear hai*sh aiid 
shocking to her. 


Art. III.—Case o/ yyj/nic.sifl. By Samukt. Jacksox, M, I). Assis(an. 

to the Professor of the Inslitidcs ami Pracliee of jMetlicine and 

Clinical Practice in the University of Pennsylvania. 

Physiology and palludogy lend a mutual aid in advancing then 
progress. Physiological facts, by establisliing the natural nr hi*allh) 
structure and functions of our organs, instruct us in Dieir morbid con- 
tlition, and indicate tlie methods by which it is to be repaired. Fa 
thological facts, accurately observed and clearly detailed, enlighteit 
us on the physiological state of our organs, and tend to tlio eiucide 
tion of their ofiices when they are unknown. It has been eon cctl) 
observed, that patholo^cal facts ai'c experiments performed h> na 
ture, and when they are comprehended, are less liable to deception, 
than those proceeding from the violentMucans requij-ed by art. It 
must, however, be acknowledged that disease is so seldom confined 
to a single organ, especially when, in an apparatus of oigaus, (lu‘y 
arc grouped together in a small space, that it is diflicull to avoiil fall 
ing into error, and not to confound the results of one organ with wiiat 
actually belongs to another. 

Our knowledge ot the encephalic organs is wanting in speciality; 
general conclusions (»ave been aiTiv.?d at, through the medium of ex- 
periments, of pathological observations, and the study of indiviilual 
peculiarities. In this way it is known that they are the seats or or 
gans of the intellectuid faculties; of sensation; of locomotion; and tin* 
expressions: and the «eueral location of these functions is iletermin- 
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ed u'itii some accuracy. i It is a ([uestioii yet io he lieculeiL uIkmIici' 
J.ho iiileneclual and moral faculties have for llieir various inodifica 
tions distinct organs, or have llic brain as a common organ in whicli 
the different faculties may be displayed. This question is to be 
mainly resolved, it is most probable, by a careful attention to the in- 
tcllectual phenomena in a morbid slate. In this view, the-following 
case, it appears to me, is deserving to he placed on rectird. 

The Rev. Mr. R. the subject of this case, is aged T. y-cight years; 
he is of the sanguine temperament, ruddy complexion, nght-colourcd 
hair and eyes, and has lately manifested a strong tendency to obesity; 
his Ijealth for many years has? been excellent; he is not subject to 
head-aclie, or to any nerv(»iis symptoms. Uis intellecfual faculties 
ore of a liigh order, hut have not been as actively employed as for- 
nierly, and lie has experienced some mental anxiety: Ids temper is 
placid, with a disposition bordering on gaiety. 

On the 5th of September last, early in the morning, he awoke with 
liead-achc, after a l estloss night. He had, the preceding evening, 
l>i*cn exposed (o the night aii*, which had lowered in temperature, and 
{lerspiration, which was usually copious, received a sudden check, 
fie look some^castor oil, which acted freely in a short time, after 
whlcli he again laid down. About eleven o’clock, the Rev. Mr. H. 
who resides in th<‘ same dwelling, went into his room to inquire re¬ 
specting his healtli, ami was surprised to find Mr. R. could not an- 
swdf'his questions. Alarmed at this circumstance, he immediately 
requested m('. to visit Mr. R. 

1 found my patient in bed, evidently in the full possession of his 
senses, but iiicaj>able (J* uttering a word. • 1 examined the tongue, 
and ascertained it was not paralysed, but could be moved in every 
dii'cclion.** All my questions we^c perfectly comprehended, and an¬ 
swered by signs; and it could be plainly seen, by the smile on the 
countenance, after many iii(?ff'cctual attempts to express his ideas, 
that he was himself surprised and somewhat amused at his peculiar 
situation. 

The face at tliis time was flushed, tlie pulse full and somewhat 
slow, and to iny inquiries if he suffered pain in the head, he pointed 
to the front of his forehead as its seat. 

1 directed iiot walei* to be brought in a bucket, for a pediluvium, 
and made preparations to draw' Idood. Mr. R. exhibited at this time 
a str*ong desinr to speak, aftd, after a great many ineftcctual efforts, 
omleavoured to make me comprehend his meaning by signs. Find 
ing I could not understand liiin, he made a sign that he would write. 
VVlien furni''hed with jm'ii ind papei. In* attemple*! to roiivi'y Iti'^ 

No. VI.—F.*|) !«'’!) 
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meaning, IjuI I saw he could not recall worjls, and that he had writ¬ 
ten an unintelligible phrase: it was ** Didoes doe the doe.” 

Forty ounces of blood were drawn from the arm, and before the 
operation was completed, speech was restored, though a difficulty 
continued as to the names of things, which could not be recalled. 
The bleeding and pcdiluvium produced some faintness, and he was 
placed in bed. 

The loss of speech appearing to recur again, in fifteen minutes, ten 
ounces more of blood were abstracted, and sinapisms apjiliotl to the 
arms, legs, and thiglis, alternately: the skin became moist and the 
head-a4iM was relieved. 

Mr.H. ndw communicated to me, that Avhen he made the atiempi 
to write, he had intended to inform me he had alreaily useil a tool 
bath, and I might see the floor still wet, where the water liad biicn 
spilt 

The sleep that night was disturbed by uneasiness and throbliiiig in 
the head, which disappeared in the course of tlie (5th, and no fiirlhei 
return of the affection has occurred. 

In an analysis of this case, wc are presented with the fi»Howiiig 
facts: 1st Sudden suppression of the cutaneous transpiration, suc¬ 
ceeded by cerebral irritation and determination of blood to tlie hraiii: 
3d. frontal pain immediately over tlie eyes; 3d. perfect integrity 
of the sensations and voluntary movements; 4tli. the general ope¬ 
rations of the intellect undisturbed; ideas formed, combined andioin- 
pared; tliose of things, of events, of time, recalled without difficulty: 
5th. loss of language, or of the faculty of conveying iileas by worcU, 
though not by signs: this defect was not confined to spoken language, 
but also extended to written language. 

The inferences to be drawn ii^m^hese facts, arc, 1st. tli.it as Ihe 
cerebral irritation produced no general affection or disturbance of the 
fuQctiona of the brain, it was local or limited; and 3d, as loss of lan¬ 
guage was the only functional derangement of the intellectual farul 
ties, that faculty must have been connected with the portion ol' tiu* 
bndn, the seat of the irritatiop; and 3d, that an organ of languagt' 
exists in the brain. This case lends a strong confirmation to tlie ge 
neral truth of the doctrines of Phrenology. 
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^RT. IV. Reports of Crises treated in the Baltimore Alms-house In¬ 
firmary, By Thomas H. Wright, M. D. Physician to the Insti¬ 
tution. 

It has been occasionally noticed by writers on«dropsy, that tlierc 
sometimes occurred in such cases, a termination by sudden death, 
•when the cases did not exhibit any thing on whicli tV- presumption 
of such .an event, at the time, could be rested. The instances of 
sudden death in dropsical cases, have^cen remarked to occur much 
more frequently in the hydrothoracic form of effusion than i^general 
dropsy, with ascites and anasarca predominating, amt it has been 
furtlier remarked that sudden death not only often ensued to drop¬ 
sies, which were running a course tliat could not be controlled by 
mi'dical management, but that the same event had sometimes inter- 
veneil most unexpectedly shortly after an apparent cure of dropsy, 
([>articulurly of the hydrothoracic species,) and when Hie patients 
'^cciikhI to be making rapid progresfrin convalescence. 

It has been attempted to explain this untoward accident, by pre¬ 
suming the existence of such eventual accumulation df fluid, either 
in the pericardium or sacs of the pleura pulmonalis, as by pressure, 
to overwhelm the contractile energy of the heart, or firpm the same 
cause, to extinguisli the capacity of tlic lungs for expansion necessary 
10 life; in "either way, causing dcatli by a species of suffocation. 

It is certainly imssible that in one, or both the modes suggested, 
i ho general and pulmonary circulation, as well as the function of respi- 
ration, may have been sometimes fatally .embarrassed in advanced 
(Inqisy. But it is by no means clear, how such a cause of embar- 
rassmentftshould be suddenly fatal, as from its mode of action, it must 
iiexcssarily be gradual in its effect, and most probably attended by 
certain premonitions of its tendency, some time anteced^t to the de¬ 
cisive result. Such a cause, moreover, seems verj^ little fitted to 
exjdain tlic occasion of sudden death, in those cases where it has en¬ 
sued after the signs of dropsy have been removed so far as to permit 
nearly complete relief to all the functions which had been impaired 
or impeded by the previous disease. 

The pathology Just referred to—namely, fatal pressure on the 
lioart or lungs by accumulated ^uid, has been considered unsatisfac¬ 
tory, arul iusiiflicient to explain the phenomenon which it proposed to 
solve. A difl'cient rationale has been founded, partly on analogy 
with ilie cause of sudden death in some other forms of disease, and 
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partly on Jiic^sortasionally diHcloscd by dissection in some suddenly 
fatal cases of dropsy- Ossification of the valves of the heart, (at tire 
I'oot of tlie great tr unks^) or of the coronary arteries, has been fouiul 
in some such cases, and a general argument has been deduced from 
those cases of the same, or some other state of degcneresccnce of the 
great organ of ciriulation, as the true cause of the abiaipt termination 
of the functions of life during the course of dropsy, or soon aficr its 
apparent removal. 

The inference here attempted to be established on analogy, or on 
the degeneration of structure noticed in a few instances, is not well 
sustaiiftd as the only, or even the coniinon cause of the inciilent to 
which it is‘applied. Such degeneration may be, and probably is, 
often associated with dropsy, (especially hydrothorax,) occurring in 
advanced life; perhaps a similar morbid state of the main instruments 
of circulation is sometimes the immediate or eflicicnt cause of dropsy 
itself ensuing in old age. But dropsy is a disease of all periods ol 
life, and is well known to owe its existence to conditions of the sys¬ 
tem, and derangements of certain orgiins and functions, which de¬ 
rangements, there is no reason to suppose, were in any degi’cc the 
consequence of positive defect or permanent change* of structure, 
eithei- ill the principal organ, or otlier part of tiic vascular system. 
The common fault of a part of tlie circulating system, to which 
dropsy in its various forms is consequent, is error of action, not vice 
of structure. There is not necessarily associated with drdpsj'^, in thir 
general, such impair of any of the constituent textures, as to prevent 
ultimate restitution of health, with complete and perfect integrity oi 
all the organization and functions; and no reason can be dorivotl 
from the nature of dropsy why it may not go to a fatal issue without 
sensible organic lesion, or any other final cause of that ev^^iit than a 
change of action and ultimate loss of natural office in a particulai 
function or set of functions, indispensable to life. It is known, that 
from whatever^impulse the tendency to hydropic action may have 
been devolved on tlie serous tissues, it is finally to derangement and 
loss of fun^on in Uie instruments of elaboration and nutrition, we 
are to look for the general and usual cause of death in dropsy. In 
such cases, actions of waste predominate over those of repair, in a 
constantly increasing inverse ratio. An extensive set of instruments, 
the capillary series oi exhalation, intended naturally to elaborate from 
the circulating mas», a proportion fitted to maintain the e(|uipoisc of 
the wliid#, to ])revent congestions, and preserve a particular comli- 
tion of xontiguous purls are forced iiHn exce-.s, and perhaps wi some 



Wright’s B^althnorc Mms-hoxise Reports. ‘:>77 

ilogree change of action, by winch they make an undue demand on 
die general stock of tl^e Aiaterial of alimentation, ^ and finally involve 
the constitution in serious or fatal difficulties, both by the general 
impovcrislimcnt, and the incumbrance devolved on important or¬ 
gans, by tlic amount of deposit eventually accumulated under the 
continued state of super-excretion, or what may perhaps not im- 
propei-ly be termed a kind of universal serous extravasation. Ossifi- 
’catioii or other structural transformation in the heaic, valves, or 
lilnics of the great vessels, may be casually present in some hydropic 
eases, and may involve liability to sudilcn death in the course of the 
disease. But such complicd-tion is accidental, and comparatively 
rare, and numerous instances of sudden death have occurred from 
dropsy, in wliich no deviation from natural structure could be found 
in any part of the vascular system. 

In the advanced and mature stages of dropsy, when the powers ol 
Hie constitution begin to fail seriously under the accumulating em- 
barrassmenls of the disease, and the fatal crisis is near at hand, it 
frequi-atly happens that the functions of the brmn betray the most 
prominent form of oppression and danger. Symptoms of cerebral 
congestion ari^e; a tendency to stupor comes on; or complete coma 
ensues, simulating vei*y much the common signs of apoplectic in¬ 
vasion. This state of Ihcliensorium may arise from more than one 
cause. Either the hydropic action may have been assumed by the 
flelicate stu'ous tissue of the brain, and the sensorial functions be 
overwhelmed hy cHusioii, or what perhaps is more usually the case, 
the appearances of apoplectic disorder result from sympathy of the 
brain with the failing i^cc of respiration.- Serous engorgement of 
the lungs—anasarca pulmonum, is often the ultimate consequence 
of hydrothorax, and of geneal dropsy fiilly matured, and pervading all 
the serous and cellular textures. This state of the lungs embarrasses 
the pulmonary circulation, and unfits the lungs themselves for that 
oilice of elaboration which is indispensable to the healthy excitement 

* rhe vilinlotl or effete state of the blood in advanced dropsj|^ not mainly 
tlcijcndcul on the drsun of its watery parts hy exhalation, for its aqueous consti- 
iiiciit generally superabounds in proportion to the duration and maturity of tlie 
liibcjwe. U is of course, to imperfection in the digestive economy, we must 
refer the altered constitution and obvious impoverishment of blood ill confirm¬ 
ed and chronic dropsy. An altered state or office of some of the organs devoted 
to this function, may have been a primary occasion of the droprical diathesis, 
or the digestive org:ins may have fallen into error and disability during the 
progrejts of flropsy, developed from causes originally invading the health of other 
svsl< ms. 
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of the whdle sj’^s^etn, and the defect of which is felt first and most 
sensibly in the vital economy of the brain. • The bronchial tubes and 
colls being loaded by effusion, and encumbered by interstitial de¬ 
posit, gradual suffocation results, preceded by abolition of sense, 
coma, &.C. from diminution of sensorial and vital energy in the 
brain and nervous system, which diminution will be then in the 
direct ratio of the imperfection or inefficiency of the function of res¬ 
piration.* 

The symptoms of cerebral congestion in dropsy, a short time ante¬ 
cedent to'-death, have been also sometimes referred to a species of mc- 
choiilil^ iittpodimcnt of the cerebral circulation. It is supposed that 
in coimqttence of the failing power of the heart, and almost extiu- 
gUhhed play of the lungs, together with the encumbrance of exces¬ 
sive serous infdtration, the venous return circulation of the head may 
undergo a kind of stasis, or be greatly retarded; that the sinuses of 
the brain hence become engorged, and the functions of the organ ex¬ 
tinguished by congestion and pressure. Some truth, perhaps, min¬ 
gles ^ththenfere conjecture, on which this pathology rests in the 
general. TJie venous, as well as the arterial system, is commonly 
very greatly impoverished in advanced chronic drops^''^, and a nearly 
equal balance of those systems is usually preserved. Hut in drop¬ 
sies of rapid development, occurring in ibonstitutions plethoric and 
robust, ^ere the excitement is tumultuous, tending to early loss of 
balance in the systems; to local determinations, and sudden collapse, 
in such instances, and only in such instances, strongly-inarkeil symp* 
toms of congestion, may ))erhaps< admit the illustration which iho 
theory contemplates. , 

The following case supplies a satisfactory explanation of one ol 
the causes of sudden dea^-misuin^ to hydrothorax, aftef the signs 
proper to t^at of drop^ were no longer perceptible, and when 
the case semedl to have put on the character of decided convalescence. 

• llcfcrcnce is here maclc to tliat somewhat sudden extinction of sense and 
motion, with^|tupor, &c. whi(^ occasionally ensues to dropsy at Its maximum of 
evolution; a state luually precededhy j^oriqu^.aiid imperfect breathing, witli 
that livid hue of &cc and skin, which toUa^distiacUy of disabled pulmonary cir¬ 
culation and its consequences. It is this state, of wliich tin; defective sensorial 
exoitemeni alluded to, >s supposed to be consequent or concomitant. Tlicrc is 
st^a third mode, (besides cerebral eifi&ion or pulmonary engorgement,) in 
which the n^cr sutlden failure of the sensorial ftiiictions may occur in mature 
dropsy, s^fttlRy, that mode in which the same ftmefions commonly give way in 
almost all#>rms of prolraelcd disease, approximating their fatal crisis U stale ol* 
v‘*11apse and e'li.iustion. 
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(*ASE I.— /^rfro//wr«j:, Partial ^scUes^ and ^reat Infiltration nj 
/lie lAfWcr Exlremitie^^-^hurles O’Neal, labourer, aged fort^'-seven, 
was admitted into the Baltimore Alms-house Infirmary, June SOth, 
1827- The symptoms of thoracic and general dropsy had commenced 
four months antecedent to admission, and were consequent on cold, 
fatigue, and long exposure to wet, in tlic laborious occupation oi' 
ditching, at which he had been employed the greater part of the pre¬ 
ceding winter. Tlic difliculty of breathing was now gieat, withina- 
bilily to lie down; cough inconsiderable, slight fever, no acute pain, 
bowels tori>id, and urine scanty. * 

This patient was put on th^ use of a bitter cathartic infusipiiTtrjgen- 
liari, senna, supcrlartrite of potash, apd aromatlcs^whlch kept^the 
bowels freely soluble, and increased the secretion of urine, bpt'with- 
out sensible alleviation of the symptoms of hydrotboi*ax. The breath¬ 
ing coutinue<l anxious, difiicult, and crepitating, and the inability to 
lie down for more than a few moments, remained as at first The 
infusion was continued, with the addition-of a- diuretic compound: 
fiiu t. digitalis, ol. terebinth, and spt; nit exhibited along witli the 
cathartic draught The purgative and diuretic effects of the combi¬ 
nation were vyy considerable, and both the ascites iind anasarca 
n ero greatly reduced. No favourable impression, however, was made 
on the liydrothoracic aficction, and the agents hitherto employed were 
laid aside. 'I'he after-treatment consisted of a. liberal use of solution 
of cream of tartar sweetened with molasses, in a draught of which 
^vas occasionally exhibited the following diuretic compound, fccula 
of claterium, two grains, linct. scill. and oxymel colchici, each half 
an iiunce, in four ounces of solution of acetate of potash; dose, two 
to three drachms, pro re nata. The sidutary operation of those agents 
soon became inuiiifest, and was very explimt. In five or six days 
after adopting the latter course, the respiration became easy, mea¬ 
sured, deep, and inaudible, having lost all crepitation. The breast 
was also now more distinctly resonant to percussion, and recumbency 
was practicable without inconvenience. 

1^ was about the first of August, six weeks after admission, that 
the \>ropitious circumstaniC^^just recorded' occurred, and gave such 
indiratiuns (»f amendment, as seemed to remove all cause of appre 
honsiun for the present. On entering the infirmary, sixth of August, 
it gave me greal pleasure to not'r«e this patient, dressed and sitting 
i»n his i)ed, with a countenance strongly expressive of the ease and 


comforl of his pn*M‘n1 b'elings. contrasted with his distress for many 
ucoks piec^’diiMj;. lemark^ weie full of cnnfidence in his agree. 
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able sensations, and exultation at the prospect (»f prompt and pei l’ec ( 
recovery. Two liours after leaving tlie infirtnofy, I wOvS calletl to i <j- 
turn there in haste, on information that O’Neal had been seized with 
a fit. In a few minutes from his attack 1 was at his bedside, and he 
was without a sign of life. 

I was-at a loss to account for the catastrophe in this case, and iny 
conjectures hesitated between the presumption of lesion in the brain, 
or sudden extinction of tlie heai t’s action, from conccnlrateil droi>s} 
of the pericardium. 

a few hours (ft%r death .—Tlie liead was first examined. 
The 4ara mater presented notliing uncommon, except a degree oJ 
hunii^ity, greater than occurs in tlie natural state? the proper tunics 
of-the brain were also overspread by a very sensible quantify of thin 
serous fluid, constituting a remarkable dampness of the siirlace. 
rather than any positive collection of fluid, though the amount much 
exceeded the natural halitds witli which tlie parts arc bedeued. 
'^There was some degree erf* engorgement of the superficial sinust's ol 
the brain, but no mark of inflammation of the tunics- Cutting away 
the medulla^ substance cautiously down to the lateral venlricles. 
they were found vciy much enlarged, as if recently greatly disterul 
cd, but were at this time quite empty. On prosecuting the disse.c 
tion below the level of the tentorium, the fourth ventricle, llic li(!ad 
of the medulla spinalis'and whole base of the brain were inundated 
by water, which, when the head was depressed, flowed out to aniouni 
of five or six ounces. 

On referring now to the enlarged and empty state of the lateral 
ventricles, it seemed apparent that the fluid found upon the ba^^c ol 
the brain had been first accumulated in the latci-al ventricles? had i-e 
there for an uncertain tiitlc witliout serious conocquences. 
and at last by forcing the valvular defence, and the puljiy closure ol 
the passage leading to the fourth ventricle, had dropped sudileuly 
upon that cavity, and by rupture of the ventricle, (at its thin, info 
rior surface,) was effused upon the medulla oblongata, and into the 
spinal canal. Pressure to a great degree thus suddenly made on tlu‘ 
origin of the most important nerves of ok’j^ic life, seems fully ade 
quate to explain the total extinction of sensorial function with the 
nearly instant death that ensued in the case of this patient. In the 
thorax, the sacs of the plcune, and^hc jicricardium, then: was very 
little eifu^on; nor was there any obvious moibid state of the heart it 
self, or about the origin of the great ves. ds. 

The eifeumstanres attending this case, iiiotle of termiiiation. 
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and the facts disclosed bj examination, tending to render that mode 
gf termination intelligfGlfe, all seem to point to a certain inference in 
the present, and in relation to similar cases. They lead to the con¬ 
clusion, that in dropsical disease, while effusion is going on in the 
serous and cellular textures of the great cavities and general body, a 
similar result may obtain in the delicate ventricular tissues of the# 
brain, and especially of the greater or lateral ventricles.* It seems 
probable also, that this partial hydrocephalic state may remain inope¬ 
rative for a time, perhaps in some instances a long time, until from 
quantity and gravitation, or some shoc\ causing its irruption, it may 
suddenly inundate the base of the brain, and produce instant death, 
by invading the seat and suppressing the function of the most impor¬ 
tant nerves. The event in contemplation may occur at serme stage 
of progressive dropsy, or may ensue at various intervals subsequent 
(o apparent removal of the general hydropic state; for it is probable, 
from many facts and analogies, that hydrocephalic accumulations are 
seldom removed, or diminished by almorption.t 

Cask II.— Dropsy. A young man aged twenty-seven, by occupation 
a stage drivcr,Jiad been for more tlian ayear in ill health, with indica¬ 
tions of hyilrothorax, and tendency to general dropsy. His countenance 
was pallid, abdomen somewhat tumid, and Ibwer extremities infil¬ 
trated. TJien^ was also cough, quick and laboured breathing, espe¬ 
cially on exeifion, and that wheezing or crepitating sound in respi¬ 
ration, so cliaiacteristic of serous extravasation into the broncliial tu- 
bulous, and pulmonary cellular structure. 

^ A lung course of purgative and diuretic agents, in combination 

* It is tlick suggestion of some eminent anatomiats, (the Bclfs,) tliat the plexus 
choroldcs is almost euUrcly a web of vessels destined to the secretion of a fine 
scrum or luditus. If this opinion Jie well founded. It may explsun why great se¬ 
rous accumulation is more generally found occupying the lateral ventricles than 
ihc other cavities of tlic bniin, as only a very faint appearance of choroid plexus 
can be discovered iji the other ventricles. 

I A surmise of absorption has been fj^unded* on some examinations of the 
head, ill which prerious hydrocephalic collection was inferred from certain in¬ 
dications in tlie state of the membranes and ventricles, though there waa no 
longer sensible eHiisiuif. Yet the long period, sometimes years, for which the 
water of hydi*occplialus is known to have remained unabsorbed, taken in con¬ 
nexion witli the fact, that cases attended by unequivocal signs of matured hy¬ 
drocephalus, arc very generally fata! sooner or later, places the presumption of 
absorption to an extent .sufficient to I'clieve dropsy of the brain, on ground of 
doul)tfurautliority and difficult admission. 

im\). Mi 
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with tlm (oiiic bilU’ts liad greatly improved the general healtli of 
tills patient, yet some einbarrassment of respiration remained, and a 
faint rattle in breatliing continued also audible- la January, 18*^7, 
after an interval of much better healtli than usual, this man, while 
making some exertion to attach Ids liorses to the carriage, became 
faint, dropped to the ground, and expired Immediately, witliout the 
least apparent violence or struggle. 

On careful exainiiiatiou of this subject a few hours after the acci¬ 
dent, it was rendered strongly presumable that deatli had been caus¬ 
ed by sudden descent of water from the lateral ventricles, upon the 
four& Teaitriclc, with eftusion upon the base of the brain generally, 
and head of tlie spinal marrow. The lateral ventiicics were dilated 
and empty, and the inferior cavities of the head inundated by lluiil 
to the amount of three, perhaps four ounces. No degeneration m 
disease appeared about the heart or great vessels. 

Case III .—Jhuisarm and Ascites, William Tarring, aged iwenly 
six, was admitted into the Baltimore Alms-house, September irtlr 
1827'- Tins was an aggravated case of general dropsy, uncomplicated 
however by hydrothorax. Abdomen extremely promin/uitaud lerise: 
upper and lower extremities greatly oideinatous; counlciiancc emi¬ 
nently leucophlegmaticj great debilityj breathing slioj’t but clear, 
ivithout mark of bronchial eflusion; no cough and absence of feier. 
The'dropsical affection had existed some weeks prior to admission, 
and was consequent on severe remittent fever, contracted in Augusl. 
while working on the Harrisburg ca!nal. 

The excessive tension of the abdomen in tlys case prevented an> 
satisfactory examination, by taxis, of tlic great viscera of the helly- 
the liver, spleen, &:c.; but from thd^ patient’s report of having been 
in good health previous to the attack of remittent fever, on which the 
dropsy was consequent, and from the absence of an^ i cprcsenlatimi 
of serious hepatic derangement in the complexion, the tongue, excre 
lions, &:c. of the patient, the case was presumed to be free of an> 
actual organic impairment. Some^degree of primary visceral conges 
tion, high and continued tumult and eflSart of vascular action, with 
more or less irritation and disorder of the gastro-hepatic function^, 
and,proportionate cvhaustion ensuing to those joint causes of dis 
tur^nce, seemed to have led on ra^iidly to hydrojiic clfusion, with 
the. disabled and oppressed state of the system which the case pre 
sented onwltniRsion. 

The uswftl remcdi^-^ of dropsy, (omitting in great part imvcuriiU 
combination,) were e!n]iloyed in tlu* case as tieelv as ciiTUinstance-^ 
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wnulfl permit. An infusion of gentian, senna, supei tiirtritc of potash, 
•and aromaties was liberally, with powders ofsciiiil], iiiti'c, and 
digitalis; DoverN anodyne being added to the po^rder exhibited 
at night. I'hc patient was also directed the free use of barley 
water, acidulated w'ith creaiM of tartar, and lendercd moderately 
coalial by gill. TJiider this treatment both the bowels and kidnie^ 
performed their appropriate function with as much • 'tivity as was 
desirable; the li nsion of the belly was gradually taken oft', and the 
overloatled cellular tissue became relieved. The evacuation of the 
drojisical cft'usion went on^lowly bu^eons'.antly, and by the careful 
regulation of the medicines,*with due alimentary support, the patient 
fi’oc of oppression, and somewhat recruited in strength bjrtheend 
of tlie fil th week after admission. This man became, able to leave his 
bed, and walk the infirmary hall every day for sonic hours, eating 
with appetite his wliole allow'ance of food. During this promising 
state of com alesceuce, Tarring was attacked in a season of wetwea- 
flier, late in October, by quotidian intermittent fever, for which bark 
ami aromatics were given freely, and the paroxysms were interrupt¬ 
ed after the third period. Dut the patient was a good deal worsted 
by the attack^ was confined to bed by debility, and in a few days 
sul).-.e([uent to arrest of the intermittent paroxysms, dropsical effusion 
began to disjilny itself in the extremities. In a w'cek after he was 
almost asjmich aflccted by ascites and anasarca, as when first'od'^ 
nutted. 

Tlie remedie'^ successful in the first instance were tried again, 
more s])aringly however in quantity; but their good effect was not so 
.consideraiile us fonncijy, the action of the. absorbents, of the kid- 
iiie-^, and of (lie bowels, being much less efficient; and after a longei- 
perseverifnee in the medicines tflan liart been necessary to effect im 
proveiuentin the first instance, the amount of effusion remained.un- 
diiiiinislied, while the cner^es of the constitution had gradually do. 
cMikmI. 

The mcdiciiiaj agents were then changed: good liima hark with an 
aromatic was <irdcred, and the patient directed a liberal use of tlie 
cream of tartar punch, witiilihe addition three or four times in twenty- 
four liours of two drachma of a diuretic combination before nodeed; 
namely, fiecula of clatcrium fourgiains, in four ounces of solution of 
.'icetnte of jiotash, adding tinct. mf s(|uill and oxymel of colchicum. 

This j)Ian of treatment, with light cordial iiourishitieht as freely 
as could he taken, gave a better aspect to the case. The urine aug- 
mentefl veiy much, the alvine evacuations he copious ami wa¬ 
tery, the tension every where relaxed graduallv. ami the forces of 
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the circulation rallied to the natural tone as the oppression was taken 
off. Early in December the signs of dropsy a second time dissi 7 
pated, and the youth of the patient, in connexion with a naturally 
gootl constitution, encouraged the expectation of permanent conva¬ 
lescence. Nothing occurred to defeat the presumption of perfect re¬ 
covery ill this case until the SOth of December. Tlie man had been 
about all day, and on that evening had eaten a hearty supper, and 
seemed as well and comfortable as for some time before. An hour 
after supper the nurse of the ward was called to Tarring, by a pa¬ 
tient in an adjacent bed, \vhoAbserved him fall suddenly into a state 
of unusual agitation and disorder. She*found him with limbs rigid? 
oppressed, stertorous respiration; and in a slate of insensibility (Vom 
which he could not be rouseil. He expired in a few minutes. 

From circumstances which rendered autopsic examinalion incon¬ 
venient at the time, the direct cause of sudden death in tliis case 
was not ascertained. But from tlic marked analogy in the marim;r 
of Tarring’s death, witli previous fatal instances under like gene¬ 
ral cirsumstances, where serous extravasation was found to have oc¬ 
curred in the basis cerebri and medulla oblongata, tlie issue of 
his case was referred to a similai* cause. The period of life in this 
case was much against the probability of organic degeiicrescence of 
structure about the organ of circulation; and the prcsuinjition of se¬ 
rous, cardiac, or pulmonic infiltrations was e-iiually op|)osed by the 
non-existcnce of even the slightest hydrolhoracic symptoms at any 
period of the dropsical afiection. 

The following case, though unlike the preceding from the total ab¬ 
sence of all the external characters of dropsy, may serve to illustrate 
by analogy, the mode of suddenly fatal termination, sometimes oc¬ 
curring in the course or at the clos« of that disciise: an cv9nt which 
the antecedent histories were designed to refer to its probably most 
common cause. The present case has points of interest in other re¬ 
spects also, which seem to render it worthy of recital. 

Case IV .—Uteer of the Leg, Thomas Courscy, a black man, aged 
seventy-four, of very large frame of body, apparently great original 

vigwof constitution, was admitted into the Baltimore Alms-house in 
September, 1827. This man was in good general heMih when admitted, 
yct 'WM disabled from work imrtly by &ge, but more from disease of tlie 
left inferior extremity. The motion of the left knee-joint was entirely 
lost, in c^Sequcnce of severe contusion of the part received thirty 
years beffte. From the man-s account, arthritis to a great degi^e had 
ensued to the injury in the first instance, followed hy profuse sup- 
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puralion, groat distcntiun, and ultimate relaxation of the symnial 
lueinbraiic, articular aUd*capsular ligaments, and finally spontiuieous 
subluxation, outward and backward, of the head of the tibia, which, 
becoming permanent, caused a very cuiious and rare species of de¬ 
formity. 

Besides the distortion and anchylosis of the knee-joint, the leg was . 
overspread by a large and deep ulcer of the chronic indolent class, 
winch liad commenced simultaneously with, or very soon after the 
injury of the knee, thirty yeaw past, and had never healed. The 
surface of ulceration was altogether, a^the patient^s admission into 
the infirmary, about ten inchd^ in extent, suppurating profusely,'and 
froiu its seat, appearance, and duration, had probably long sitice in¬ 
volved a diseased sta\e of the periosteum and bone. The* man’s ge¬ 
neral health being good, nothing further was directed in his case than 
rest and such local treatment as was indicated by the state of the ul¬ 
cer, tuunely, cleanliness, and dressings fitted to maintain, as far as 
possible, a healthy state of the suppurating surface. From the man’s 
age, the character and duration of the ulcer, its complete closure or 
cicatrization was not contemplated or deemed probable. 

This man remained well for three months succeeding his admission, 
evincing no proclivity to any form of serious or constitutional disease; 
his spirits, appetite, and personal appearance were all perfectly well 
inainlaincd^ The ulcer of thelcgduringthistime had undergone, as was 
expected, scarcely any sensible change, other than the clean appearance 
and absence of irhtation, which frequent and regular dressing, with 
continued rest, would almost necessarily produce; its dimensions 
were but little diminis|}ed. Late in December, however, a sudden 
and remarkable alteration was displayed in its character. It com¬ 
menced a course of rapid healing,* and in ten days from the time the 
cliange was first noticed, the whole original space of the ulcer was 
covered in, and cicatrized vefy smoothly, leaving only a central point 
a few lines broad, whicli furnislied a partial suppuration.'^ 

No obvious difference in the patient’s general healtl) attended this 
sudden healing of the ulcer, but a very prominent change was mani¬ 
fested in the man’s temper and moral habits. He became peevioji, 

quarrelsome, and indocile in his conduct, averse to keep in lus pli^W 

• <’ ■ 

* A man named Laiito, who had been long a dresser in the house, and fbr- 
incrly, us he represents, in tlie same capacity in the Philadelphia AlmS'house, 
remarked, while exliibiting the great change in the state <»f Coursey’s leg, “ that 
lliu man Itad not lung to live:” an idea of danger from the sudden healing ofold 
ulcers not alwiiys rc:0izcd, yet far from being altogether a vulgar notion or 
groundless prejudice. 
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put up with his acconiinodations in the ward, and rery impatient of 
admonition or control. His language and fnimners belrayeil nothing 
of derangement of intellect, properly so called, yet his IVetl’uI, 
unquiet state, and improper manner of speaking, rendcivd it at last 
necessary to remove him from tlio ward to one of llie cells, where he 
Mas kept alone, but without any pci-sonal constraint. 'J'liis was dom; 
in the second week after the liealing of the ulcer, and on the day fol¬ 
lowing his removal to the cell, Coursey m.is visited by the supei iii- 
tendant of tlic institution, who found him apparently well as usual, 
but as before, very much disused to rude and passionate complaints, 
which he indulged to a great degree ofi the present occasion. In a 
few minutes after the visit of the superintendant, the keeper of tlie 
cells came to report that Coursey had fallen down in a fit and died 
instantly. 

Examination^ four hours after death .—The dura mater exliibiled 
nothing uncommon, except an^inusual blanched appearance^ and was 
without marks of inflammation or of vascular engorgement. The pro¬ 
per tunics of the brain presented a natural condition, or were in no 
other manner altered in character than by excess of humidity, arid 
the same blanched or sodden appearance observed, about the dura 
mater.* This humid and bloodless appearance M'as obvious in the 
successive portions of the medullary matter, removed in pencti-aliiig 
sections down to the lateral ventricles. When tliose cavities 
were arrived at and carefully opened, they presented the mnstexti a- 
ordinary degree of enlargement I have ever witnessed. The ventri¬ 
cles were penetrated at the posterior horn, and \verc found onqdy; 
but on enlarging the incision, and lifting thcothin covering which ha .I 
been left them in removing the cerebral mass above, tlic vcntrich's 
presented rather the appearance of caV'erns than cavities ifi the brnin« 
seeming capable of receiving a body of considerable si/.e, (as a small 
orange or lemon,) and of space sufilcieht to contaiji several ounces of 
fluid. On beiiig fully exposed, the delicate tunic I’ellecied around 
the ventricles, was of highly florid colour througlmiit, from initiute 
vascular engorgement, while the plexus chmoides was a gooil deal 
wasted, and altogether colourless, not easily distinguishable, ami 
resembling a gelatinous mass. The valvuk cerebri, (of Vinus- 

• The convolutions of l!ic cerebrum v^crc much deeper, and more readily and 
widely BCparable from each other on this subject than I had ever noticed them 
in any othet'lnstance. In all those Assures, and to a great depth between the 
convolnll!^ might be seen bundles of vessels runn, ig in straigh; Jiiies, <ji- 
stretched across the intersparcs, and all those v^ascular fasciculi, (the decj) ai Ic- 
rics and veins of tlic pia niatrr,) of liigli colour, and \ cry much cng<‘rged. 
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bi-A s,) couhl iiot, fronijli^tonlioii of parts, be recognised^ the aquediu i 
0^ Sylvius was very muen dilated, and from its commencement down 
into tlie I'ourth ventricle, was filled with water; as was also the lonrlh 
ventricle, the whole space around the base of the brain and head of 
Ihe spinal marrow; the same fluidgravitatingfreely into the vertebral 
canal. The quantity of water poured out of tlie inferior cavities and 
space of the brain, and of the upper vertebral cavity, exceedeil six 
ounces; its colour was slightly red, and it was somewhat Viocous or 
alli’jiuinoiis to the feel when rubbed between tlie fingers.* 

In this cuse, circumstances warrant Ac presumption that the great 
quantity of water found occupying all the lower cavities and space 
of the head, was originally produced in, and for some tune confined 
to the lateral ventricles, from whence it descended, probably sudden¬ 
ly, into the fourih ventricle, (which was ruptured infcriorly,) and 
ttms became eftused and free as it was found on dissection. The 
cavern-like enlargement of the lateral ventricles indicated great 
ilistentiou by previous accumulation of iluid. 

The dissection w'as not prosecuted further, as the state of the en- 
ceplialon w^is considered Ihlly illustrative of the cause of sudden 
di'ath; and duryig the lil'e of the patient, the economy and functions 
of Jill the viscera of bodi cavities of tlie trunk were perfectly well 
miiintaiiied, and singularly free from every mark indicative of organic 
embarrassnienf. 

The plienomcna arising towards the close, and concurring in the 
teniunatioii of tliis case, viewed in connexion w'ith the direct cause 
4»f (hat termination revealed by dissection, bear a seeming intimate 
relation lo two points qf physiology. They tend to illustrate the 
liaSiility and motle of sudden death from large collections of water in 
tlu‘ ujiper oaAities of the brain, atifi serve in the present case forcibly 
to call lo miinl the ancient and much-controverted doctrine of the 
meiiistjitic. attribute of disease. A doctrine fruitful of medico-scho- 
laslie dispiite, whicli, after various fortune, and a period of protract¬ 
ed dormaiu y, has been revived under the light of better science, and 
liecome ji good deal the favourite of modern patliology.t Can we 


* 'riic coniiiiiijsm'a inollis, so seldom to be found, Uiat Us existence lia^'^een 
qiicstiuncd by some eminent anatomists, avos very distinct in this case. It Wfts 
of pale, yclloAvish-gray colour, semi-translucent, about tlic size of a writing* 
([uUI, standing* as a bridle across tlic thalam. nerv. opt. under the fornix. Hi*. 
Hell is probably right in saying that the commissura mollis is best seen in hydro- 
rcphulic ^ins. I have not discovered it plainly in any other. 

] In substituting nictasl asls of morbid actions for the original notion ufa tra^ 

lation of morbific, mailer, or tlic migration of disease in its limited and literal sense, 
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allow oursHvi's tlic inl'erence in the case bcKa.ve us, that the suilden 
healing of an extensive ulcer of thirty years standing, was con¬ 
cerned in tlic change represented to have taken place at that time in 
the patient^ conduct and manners, and that the moral eftect in ques¬ 
tion resulted from physical irritation devolved on the encephalon? 
^ Call wc further presume, on legitimate metastatic principles, that the 
sudden suppression of habitual suppurative action over an extensive 
surface on the leg, might give occasion to that excitement to serous 
exhalation into the cavities of tlie brain, the product of which was so 
prominently obvious in this pktient’s case. 

Regarding it as a curious fact, that rapid and apparently sound 
closure of an extensive ulcer of thirty years continuance should have 
occurred, where 1 felt assured that the subjacent bone had suffei cd 
degeneration, probably in a great degi ec, 1 caused a portion of tibia 
to be cut out, and subjected to maceration for a sufHcient lime to 
free the bone of all soft matter. When this was effected, and the 
bone dried, the seat and extent of the ulcer was found very clearly 
and strongly defined on the tibia. There existed a very peculiar 
change, which the surface of bone, corresponding to the ulcer, 
had undergone, which was not caries or necrosis any of their 
forms; the bone was firm and solid over its whole extent, but a sin¬ 
gular state of granular and scabrous roughness occupied the space of 
bone answering to the scat of the ulcer. There existed; in fact, for 
some inches on the face of the tibia a dense crop of exostoses of va¬ 
rious form and dimensions, some of llie miliary cliaracter, and small 
size; others, orbicular or pisiform, of consiilerable muguitude, and 
many scaly or laminateil,.with broad suri’ace,^raisctl on a sort of foot¬ 
stalk, urxl were thus button-shaped, or much I'csenibling small fungi 
of the mushroom species. All th6se productions were 4wliite and 
solid, (not easily broken off,) and were apparently complete specimens 
of ossihcatlon. The possibility of the fonnatiun by gradual intersti¬ 
tial waste of bony substance was taken into consideration, but tlien; 
were no evidences of such interstitial waste having occui'rod, there 
were no marks of softening or caries upon or around the surface af¬ 
fected, and the circumference of tlie bone, taken between the emi¬ 
nences of the affected surface, was e([ual to the shaft of tlie bone 
above or below the limit*' of disease. 


modem pathology has taken a ground so well sustained by obsen’ation and fads, 
as to be pcd||p8 impi'cgnablc. That on the sudden susjxMision of inor])id actions 
in one seO^l&ltatioii and its consequences maybe sjmu.<ancously developed in 
solbe other part; the latter linliVmg a relation of liepcndancc or substitution to 
the former, seems entitled to nnk as an axiom of medicine. 
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V. Clinical Reports of Cases treated in the Infinnary of the 
^ims~house of the City and County of Philadelphia, Bj Samukl 
Jac^on, M. D. Assistant to the Professor of the Institutes and 
Practice of Medicine and Clinical Practice in the University of 
. Pennsylvania. 

The following cases are a portion of those that entered the clini¬ 
cal and medical wards of the Alms-h^use Infirmary during the last 
fall and this winter, and were.most of them the subjects of the clinical 
lectures and remarks delivered to the medical students who attend on 
the practice of that establishment, by Professor Chapman and myself. 
The reports of the cases were kept by the young gentlemen attached 
to the service of the institution, as resident physicians or r^ident 
students. It is to be remarked, that on the days intermediate tathe 
visiting days of the attending physicians, the practice is directed by 
the resident physicians. 


Case 1.— Fever^ with death from Mercurial Irritation, T. Kelly, 
aged twenty-t^fo years, entered the clinical wai-d, Sept 26th, 18S8; 
his habits of life regular; a weaver by trade. He had been ill se¬ 
ven weeks with fever, which, in the commencement had been pro¬ 
nounced by his attending physician, bilious fever. 

The symptoms on admission were, emaciation; cough troublesome 
at night; sense of stricture in chest; soreness of epigastrium, with 
tenderness and pain on slight pressure; hiccup; skin warm, dry and 
!?a1Iow; pulse frequeni, %ome fulness; sordes on teeth; tongue clean, 
dry and polished; eyes sallow, cayotids pulsate with force; perfectly 
sensible; great soreness of his flesh; no appetite and imt troubled 
with thirst; diarrhoea, bowels^moved six times before admission to 
day, and almost constantly since; discharge watery and offensive. He 
appeared mucli prostrated and exhausted by his removal to the Infir¬ 
mary. 

lie stated that during his illness he had been vomited several times, 
had been very frequently purged, and had been taking powde|j|.of 
calomel. , 

Directions were giveif to sponge his body with tepid whiskey, to 
have cold applications maintaineif to his head, with small, quantities 
of weak wine whey until he should recover from the effecto of his fa¬ 
tigue, chicken water for diet. Sulpn. quinse, gr. i. in mucilage 
gum Arab, was directed every three hours, and injections of laudu)^ 
iium, gttxx. with flaxseed mucilage, to check the diarrhccii. In the 
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evening improved; skin moist and of natural Iteat; pulse 76; tongK» 
moistened; omitted sponging and cold to bead; chest relieved. 

27 ^/i.—Skin of natural warmth and moisture; tongue slightly lur- 
red, tumid, not florid, but disposed to become dry; pulse 96/soft; 
abdomen tumid; right hypochondrium soft, but painful when jiressed; 
i.ieft is occupied by a large hard tumour extending to the umbilicus, 
but does not possess much sensibility; epistaxis; sordes on teeth; vo¬ 
mited in afternoon. Lime water, with arrow root and gum water for 
diet. Bowels too open. 

Skin warm; tongueefry, nearlyplean;pulsclOO and irritated; 
nausea. Omit sulph. quinae; pediluvium, and sponge the body as before. 
Evening, febrile irritation declined; disorder of bowels checked. 

9,9th .—Slept well; skin moist, cool, and*-comfortable; no fever; 
pulse 7% soft; tongue with adhesive mucus on it; slight liiccup and 
occasional retching; eyes jaundiced; abdomen covered with numer¬ 
ous purple spots. Beef tea for diet, alternated with oyster li<iuor. 

SOth.—'So pain; tongue same; skin warmer; pulse more irritated; 
bowels disposed to be too loose. Tepid sponging, and injection of flax¬ 
seed mucilage and laudanum. 

October let.So fever, appears to be much improved. 

SA*—Pulse more irritated; tongue become drier and florid; sordes 
collecting on teeth; diarrhoea; abdomen tympanitic or ineteoriy.ed. 
Stimulant frictions to the skin, and lower extremities to be envelop¬ 
ed in blankets wrung out of warm water; injections of flaxseed and 
laudanum; fomentations to abdomen. 

3(/.»Pulsc excited; skin warm; tongue florid; pai-otid glands 
swelled and painful. Poultice moistened with lead water to parotids. 

—-Swelling extends over the whole jaws and face; skin stretch¬ 
ed and shining; mouth cannot be opened to admit of afi examina¬ 
tion; skin hot; feet cold. Milk and oyster soup for diet. 

Swelling increasing; directed leeches to parotids; breath of¬ 
fensive, mercurialized. The mercurial action has developed violent 
inflammation of all the salivary glands and mucous membrane of 
mouth, and which has extended to the adjacent tissues. No secre¬ 
tion of saliva from excess of irritative action. 

6^A.—Swelling extends down the neck on each side to near the 
clavicle; skin very ten^e but not discolou|^d, and the swelling is 
very tense, as if the fascia was pUt on the stretch; pressure is cx- 
cecdipgiyj|iibful; no fever. 

7 /ik«T- 9 ^arly in same state; cooling lotioi.. applied to iiwel ling: 
rieeps egg added {o diet. 

Suppuration (»f hnnour in the parotids advancing; poultice. 
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—Tumour uposi^d, discharged large quantity of healthy pus; 
.uclicved of pain. 

S * "'’t and Wth. —Discharge of pus very copious. 

t.—Had chill; tliarrhcea came on; pulse very feeble. Carb. 

^ ammon.'; julep, gss. every hour; oyster soup; beef tea, 

\ 13/A.—Slept well; discharge from abscess very profuse; pulse ex-^ 
Jireinely feeble; strengtli failing; diffusible stimulants exhibited inef¬ 
fectually, and he died in tlic evening.—Case reported by Dr. Ash- 

MbAl). « 

'flic body was removed by the friends of the d.''ceascd, who would 
not permit an autopsy to be p*erformed. 

Jle7/2arks. —This when first admitted, presented the cha- 

I aefers attending on thplnflammations of the mucous tissue of the di¬ 
gestive canal, assuming a chronic sttite, and which so frequei^ly are 
the concluding act of bilious and remitting, and sometimes of iliter- 
mittent levers, treated improperly by emetics, active cathartics, and 
otlier irritating remedies, addressed to a tissue already morbidly ir¬ 
ritated. 

When fevers have passed to this state they generally are christened 
typhus; and when the meningeal membranes or the brain partake of 
(lie same condition, this designation is pronounced without hesita¬ 
tion; and if violent stimulation be the ti*catment adopted, typhus 
gravior, in, its most characteristic shape, soon grows up under the 
hand of llic pi’uctitioner. 

On admission into the ward, the case seemed too desperate to per¬ 
mit an expectiitioa of recovery to be entertain^. An improvement 
>lid take place, and a fair prospect of restoration appeared to be open¬ 
ing.. when an increase of irritation ensued, for which no cause could 
be at first^ssigned; swelling of the parotids and jaws soon followed, 
the origin of which, although not at first suspected, evidently arose 
from the action of the mcrcui^y, which had been administered previous 
to his entrance into the liouse, and had been taken during his pro¬ 
tracted illness. ^ No circumstance could have been more untoward 
Ilian this accident. The recuperative powers of the economy were 
exhausted by the severe disease that had preceded, and were at best 
merely capable of rescuing him from the chronic inflammations that 
had been permitted to become established in the digestive mucous 
tissue; and w'hich event was evea a problematical occurrence. The 
development of the mercurial irritation in this state, and tofhe extent 
it assuti^d, wns a reinforcement in favour of die disease, and to the 
detriment of the patieul. that gave a decided turn to the contest 
against liim. 
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This result of the attempt to cure fevers by^e establishment-^fit? 
salivation, or to place the economy under the comprehensive domina¬ 
tion of the mercurial irritation, is, I have strong grounds to beli^fre, 
a circumstance far more common than is suspected, or than manv will 
be disposed to acknowledge. 

This fashionable practice 1 have abandoned since the epidemic of 
1822, the commencement of the series of epidemic intermittent, re¬ 
mittent and bilious fevers, that continue still to prevail over so large 
a portion of the country. I was compelled to renounce it from wit¬ 
nessing, in so many instances; the injurious results of the treatment 
to the patient. The mercurial action in violent cases, I found, could 
very rarely bb brought on before tlic intensity of the local inflamma¬ 
tions and the sympathetic fever were on the dftline; and, then, the in¬ 
flammations awakened by the mercurial irritation were not to be de- 
sired^ they were nearly as much to be dreaded, as those which con¬ 
stituted the disease. In many cases after convalescence had com¬ 
menced, the mercurial action came on, and I had the mortification 
to be perfectly convinceil, though no suspicion crossed the mind of 
the patient, that a rapid recovery had been prevented, and protracted 
suffering been endured, in consequence of the einploypicnt of the re¬ 
medy, though done under the sanction of high authority at home, and 
“great names abroad.” 

The mercurial irritation, it is to be kept in mind, when it is de¬ 
veloped as febrile disturbances in the system are subsiding, does not, 
in numerous instances, induce a salivation; or is this effect a neces¬ 
sary consequence of ^e administration of the merc^ial preparations. 
On the contrary they ■Often excite, at that time, from the numerous 
irritations still existing, an extent of action in the mucous tissue of 
the digestive canal and the mouth* and which is thence- extended 
into the glands connected with them, transcending the degree in the 
range of which secretion is possible. The consequence is inflamma¬ 
tion, ulceration, haemorrhages, together with rc-excitement of febrile 
commotion. The new train of symptoms are then frequently set 
down for a relapse; and, if the mercurial treatment be instituted, the 
patient almost assuredly perishes. 

Another effect of the mercurial irritation suddenly displayed in a 
system exhausted by an attack of fever, is proRtrktion of the powers 
of the nervous system, and of the heart, with a rapid collapse termi¬ 
nating speedily in death. The patient, in these instances, appears 
t® kc ' btt toripg into convalescence; the fever has ceased f^om two 
days or seven; the appetite is improving; the skin is moist, but 
has a flabby feeling; heatl unembarrassed; bowels regular. In (he 



JacUlfon^s Clinical Reporls, i93 

of these favourable appearances, while all apprehensions are al- 
hiyed, and a restoration is regarded as beyond a doubt, the patient, 
in aU the cases that have come to my knowledge, is seized in the 
night with nervous tremors, cold sweats, great anxiety, rapid sinking 
.of the forces, and after a short agony, often before the physician, who 
has been summoned on the invasion of the danger, can reach his pa- • 
l|ient, the mortal scene has closed. The cases in which the circum¬ 
stances I have mentioned occurred, were those in which the system 
had been freely charged with mercury during the febrile period, but 
no atfcction of the gums had |aken place. 

The following case, in whic*h death resulted from a salivation, oc¬ 
curred in the Alms-house Infirmary the fall before last. 

('ase II .—Bilious Fever^ with death from Mercurial IrrUation* 
David Anderson, aged twenty-six years, admitted into black men’s 
medical ward, October 10th, 1827, with bilious fever. Habits in- 
temperatcj by trade a tanner; taken about a week previous to ad¬ 
mission with head-achc and pain in back, whilst engaged at his trade. 
The symptoms on admission were high fever; pulse excited and fre¬ 
quent; skin hofv dry, and parched; tongue furred and brown; adnata 
of eyes of a golden colour; head-ache, and pain in lumbar region; 
bowels rather costive; great tenderness on pressing epigastrium. 
Twenty-five leeches to epigastrium. Calomel, p. vj.; oil, §i. to 
be given three hours afterwards. Blue mass, gr. iv. q. q. h.; ungt. 
hydrarg. fort, to be rubbed inside the thighs ter die; cold flaxseed ene- 
mata, and fomentations to abdomen; barley water acidulated as drink. 

% llfA.—Much better to day; skin less hot anddry; pulse diminish¬ 
ed in fre(juency and force. Treatment continued; cold drinks al¬ 
lowed. • * 

Doing well; eyes not as yellow; skin more moist; tongue 
large, swollen, and brownish-Ved at tip. 

\3tlu —Tongue indented on each side, from pressing against the 
teeth; improving.. Treatment continued. 

14^A.^Gums sore; breath mercurialized; pulse fuller and softer; 
skin soft; eyes losing their jaundiced character; tongue much swell¬ 
ed and sore; bowels regular; countenance more sprightly; no pain in 
head or in any part. “Discontinue treatment B. Gargle of borax and 
honey. 

—Salivary glands discharging freely; slighthasmorrhage from 
gums. ByAcet. plumb, gr. ij.; pulv. opii, gr. ss. q. q. h. Gargle con¬ 
tinued. Iliet, soup and chicken water; gum water lemonade as drink. 

17/A.'—Free discharge from the mouth of saliva, mixed with blood; 
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lips anti face much swollen; tongue filling up me cavity of the nifWti 
cannot speak distinctly in consequence; pulse full and tense; skin r^- 
ther dry and harsh; mind clear. B- Venesection §xij. Treati^ent 
continued. Pil- opii, p. j. at night. Spts. camp, applied on cl/dhs to 
face constantly. 

. 18//i.—Swelling much reduced; discharge less; not so much blood; 
sjjeaks more distinctly; the salivation and heemorrhage continued; the 
strength rapidly failed) and death ensued on the 25th. Case report¬ 
ed by Dr. Fhedeiuck IIokn^r, resident physician. 

Remarks, —When this patient was admitted) a number of similar 
cases of high grade of bilious remittent fever were in tlie same 
ward, and the medical ward# of the whites. I remarked to the 
students who followed the clinical practice, that I would place this 
patient under the mercurial treatment, as a contrast to the cases of 
fever that had been treated on the principles of the pliysiologiro- 
pathological doctrines. The afternoon of the same day, I was at¬ 
tacked myself, with an irregular malignant intermittent, in conse¬ 
quence of incessant fatigue, frequent prolonged exposure to the im¬ 
pure air of the wards, which were then crowded with fever patients, 
and almost daily dissections in a close, unventilatcd place, which the 
managers compel us to use for that purpose. 1 was not enabled to re¬ 
sume my professional duties until the middle of December, and conse¬ 
quently did not again see this patient. ITie mercurial treatment, 
tliough with great moderation, was continued. 

From the report of the case it appears that an immediate improve¬ 
ment was manifested^ which is mainly to be ascribed to the local de¬ 
pletion, strict antiphlogistic regimen, and tlie local treatment ailapl' 
ed to reduce the existing irritations. This improvement was too 
early for the mercurial treatment fc have had any chanciy*in its pro¬ 
duction. The amendment continued to progress until the I4tlu 
when the mercurial action became unfolded. From that time, the case 
assumed anew aspect; inflammation of the gums, and parictes of (he 
mouth, and of the salivary glands, came on; hai^moiThagc from tlie 
mucous m^brane of the mouth, fever^ incapacity of swallowing, and 
death, which cannot be attributed to any other cause than tlie tner- 
curial inflammation and fever that had been esti^blished. 

Case IlL—r/irom’c Enitro-colitii and Jlsdtcs. Francis Wolf, a Bo¬ 
hemian, Mpd fifty years, entered the men’s clinical ward, Novoihbei 
tst, witii weites and oedciiia of his lower extre. lities. lie has^Ruffered 
with dyaentcry fourteen months, and has at present a dozen sanguineous 
discharges ilaily. Ills abdomen, which has heeii swelled hvemondis. 
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remarkably distended, and emits on percussion a slight tluc- 
tuatit)n, willi considerable tympanitic resonance. Urine high-colour 
ed and scanty; docs not coagulate by heat. 

2(/.—Six stools since last evening; pulse full and strong; barley- 
water for diel; fimieiitations to abdomen. ^ 

SiL —Feels much better; had but one stool; pulse weak; pain In^ 
•/pjgastrium. Ordered ten cups to the SjSBie. ft. Blue pill. grs. iij. 
pulv. scillx, gr. h. s. ft. Infus. digitalisy/^ss.—*carb. sods^ 5’* 
—aq. font. ^ij.—sue. limon. q. s. 

4th ,—Much bcUcr; no tenderness fn epigasbium; complains ol' 
being griped by the mcdicinef oimt the mixture, and directed the 
sinqjle infusion of digitalis; urine very qopious; abdomen much re- 
iluccd ill size and tension. 

5th, —Better; made a gallon of water within the twenty-four hour^; 
no stool; pulse becoming active. 

Gth, —Made little water this morning; in the afternoon none; pulse 
rising; skin hot. Ordered twelve cups to abdomen. 

7tL —Pulse too active; skin hot; bowels open twice; venesection 
to ^xij. Evening. Found him witii a high fever and dry ton^e, sup¬ 
posed to have been excited by overheating the room. 

8/^.—Pulse reduced in frequency and force|,bowels open; tongue 
nearly natural; skin cool; urinates very little. Re-commenced with 
infusion of digitalis. Coch. mag. q* t. h. 

9th, —^Puise soft; bowels open; made a gallon and a half of water 
last night and to-day. 

lO/A.—.Tongue becoming red and dry; made a good deal of water 
Vist night; omit digitalis»and his pill at night. 

ll/A,«Tongue cleaning; pulse soft; makes very little water. 

I'^th ,—Bowels troublesome; mtfkcs very little water. Ordered the 
following: ft. Pil. hydrarg. grs. ij.—ipecac, and opium, aa. gr. i, 
made into pill; take one cvA*y four hours; venesection to ^xij. in 
evening. Allowed barley-water for drink. 

i5th. —No material change; took his pills yesterday evening; com¬ 
plains of an unusual, uncomfortable feeling in his bowel8,i~ which he 
attributes to his medicine; discontinued pills, and takes drops of 
laudanum. 

14/A.—Slept well*last night; pulse better; discharged about a gal¬ 
lon of water this morning. 

* l5/A.—Discharged half a gallon of water last night; diarrhoea. 

l6/A.-^Fcch better; bowels still open; discharged half a gallon of 
urine; very little changed in other symptoms. Ordered pills of two 
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grains sacc. sat and half a grain of opii every two hours to fllGe*' 
diarrhoea. 

17/A.—Pulse excited; skin cool; made a gallon of water; abdomen 
very much relaxed. 

Bowels better; swelling decreasing; tongue red and dis- 
. [K)scd to dry. 

19/A.—Bowels open; skin warm; pupils very much contracted^ 
has appeared rather flighty for the last two days. 

20//^—Found him this morning speechless, cold, and almost with¬ 
out pulse. About 11 o’clock \ie died. , 

Wolf was^examined in presence of most of the gentlemen of the 
Alms-house on the morning of the Slst The body was not much 
emaciated. On opening the abdomen a considerable quantity of wa¬ 
ter escaped. The peritoneum was opaque, and presented an ap¬ 
pearance of being thickened; it was in many places adherent to the 
opposing surface. The mucous coat of the stomach was thickened, 
and in many places red. Viewed externally, the small and large in¬ 
testines were of a deep' mahogany colour throughout tlicir course. 
The mi^cular coat of'all the intestines was in a state of hypertrophia, 
at least seven times thicker than it is usually. Internally the mucous 
men^brane was thickeited, rough, &om turgid and reddish follicles, and 
was covered with an adhesive mucus. The liver was greatly enlarged, 
its specific gravity very much increased, and the structure rendered 
very hard and tough. When cut into it exhibited a light yellow appear¬ 
ance, and was studded through the texture with numerous small bo¬ 
dies of the same colour, presenting what is usually called the granu¬ 
lated liver. Case recorded by Dr. Jones, «who had charge of the 
ward. 

Remarks.^^n Wolf, we arc presented with a case of asCites, which 
evidently was induced by long-protracted irritation of the mucous 
tissue of the alimentary canal, and which supervened notwithstand¬ 
ing the frequent copious discharges from the bowels. According to 
the statement he made, his bowels had been in a disordered state, 
having fi^ueDt discharges dally during nine months, when the effu¬ 
sion into t^abdomen commenced, and had continued until his ad- 
misrion. m had beep^itder treatment, but without the slightest 
check having been put to the intestinal discharges, which were, how¬ 
ever, controlled immediately by an appropriate regimen. 

Of the •|j)|therous cases of dropsy that enter this infirmary,* 
largest pr^rtion of them are consequences o. chronic irritation and 
inflammation of the mucous tissue of the intestines, which, after a 



297 


.Iacfcson^s Clinical Reports. 

period appears to be assumed by tlie peritoneal covering, and 
ill'Opsical cflusion ensues. In these cases, much of the swelling and 
of the inconvenience experienced by tl)e patient, proceeds from the 
lyinpanitic condition, resulting from the development of flatus in 
great quantities in the alimentary canal. This secretion of flatus 
Irom tlic mucous tissues is one of the effects of its irritation. 

Tlie generally received treatment of dropsy is purging with hydra- 
gogue cathartics In this case a diarrheea existed throu^out the dis¬ 
ease, yet neither prevented its formation^ or diminished the effusion 
after it had occurred. This practice h%s been followed with every 
variety of the hyflrag»)gucs in tTiis infirmary, but its ill su ccess has very 
much discouraged me in its employment. It is a rare circumstance 
for a case of ascites to.recover- It is true, in some instances, the ef¬ 
fused fluid is evacuated, hut the patient approaches no nearer to are- 
covery, and tlie effusion again very speedily returns- The purging 
very often affords relief for a few hours by expelling the flatus, and 
the extreme distention is thus diminished, but is soon replaced. 
The temporary relief to the feelings of the patient from puiging, is 
generally produced in this way: the pressure resisting the descent 
of the diaphragm removed by the expulsion of the flatus of the 
colon, and the setise of suflbcatipn is removed fur a time. Find¬ 
ing ill nearly all our cases of ascites, chronic inflammation and 
more or less of structural derangement of the alimentaiy mucous 
membrane, I have been led to doubt the propriety of adopting this 
practice so generally followed and recommended. Certain it is, that 
of the numerous cases of ascites that have been annually treated in 
Mur iniirinaiy on that plaji, not a single permanent cure can be adduc¬ 
ed in its justification. 

Case IV .—Chfonit QaHtfo-tnUro Colitis^ Peritoneal Inflammation 
and Dropsy. William Maclrin, aged forty, was admitted, October 
‘.22d, with intermittent fever. His abdomen was tender and swelled, 
and his extremities quite oedematous; tongue florid, moist, and 
slightly furred; pulse full, frequent, and tense. Ordered flaxseed 
mucilage anil thin sago, exclusively for diet. 

—He lias decided ascites; some flatulence and tenderness at 
file epigastrium; tongue dry and red; had a chill at nine oVlock yes¬ 
terday, and remains feverish. Diet, gum-water. Tinct. opii and 
j’ac liricks to anticipate the chill. 

26/A.^Tongue remains dry and furred; pulse becom¬ 
ing softer; abdomen swelled; fluctuation discernible. 

^7th .—Abdomen more liimiil. Ordered the following injection 
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three times' a day; R- Tiiict. scillae, 5**®* mucilage acac. -Xljye 
irritated state of his stomach rendered it improper to prescribe ac¬ 
tive diuretics. 

28/A.—Urine increased in quantity. 

29/A.—Urine not as copious; tongue more parched and fucred. 

'Had a complete paroxysm of intermittent. 

iVbuemder —Skin hot and dry; pulse imtated; tongue dry and 
florid; tendernegg at the epigastrium. Ordered fifty leeches to epi¬ 
gastrium; discontinued the injection of tinct. of squill. 

2d*“Appcarance completely changed; no fever; pulse natural; 
tenderness of epigastrium removed; tongue clean and moist; skin 
cool; made a* considerable quantity of water; swelling diminished. 

Continues to improve; abdomen very much (listcnded on the 
Istinst. has fallen to nearly the natural size; had a good many watery 
stools. Evening, a slight chill with some pain in the abdomen. f)v< 
dered cups to the same. 

d/A.—No swelling luit in his l^;s; tongue clean and moist; skin 
cool; pulse soft and weak* Ordered a table-spoonful of infusion of 
digitalis. 

WA.—Much the same; a considerable quantity water passed 
from his bowels. 

6/A.*—Little change; made water more than a dozen times. 

r/A.—OBdema of and feet diminishing; makes a great deal of 

urine; had a slight chill in the afternoon. 

8^A.^Apparently much improved; was removed to the clinical 
ward, which the nurse overheated. At night had considerable fever; 
pulse excited; skin hot and dry; pain in al|4omcn; tongue red and 
furred. Cups to abdomen; injection to open Ins bowels. 

open; skin hot; tongue red and furred; pulse irritated 
and frequent. Ordered^ forty leeches to epigastrium; barley water 
for d&t Omit infusion of digitalis. < 

l(WA*"“Tongue dry and furred; pulse frequent; skin cool. 

llfA.—Skin cool; tongqe cleaner; makes a considerable quantity 
of water. Evening. Had a slight chili this morning, and is quite fe¬ 
verish to night 

IS/A.—Better; ton^e cleaning; skin cool; pulse reduced. Soda 
powders. 

13IA.—No excitement; complains of uneasiness at night. Ordered 
fifty drops of laudanum. — 

14fA.-*!^ongue clean; pulse soft; slept ve y well; makes water 
moderately. 
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—Better this morning; tongue nearly clean; skin warm; pulse 
sjft and weak; bowels open. 

17///, 18///.—Tongue dry; pulse weak; skin natural; makes a con¬ 
siderable quantity of water. 

l9///.-^Pulse more regular and stronger; tongue less dry; com¬ 
plains constantly of the increasing tension of his abdomen, which is 
cliiefly caused by flatus. 

^ 21.V/, 22(/.—Appears to improve; passed a good deal of urine. 

25///,—Continues daily now to grow worse; has troublesome diar- 
r.ioea; tongue always florid, and frequently dry: begins also to vo¬ 
mit sometimes; pulse sometAfics soft and wealc, and at others very 
frequent and (|uick. • 

28///.—Worse; lias been vomiting; tongue red and dry. Ordered 
cups to the epigastrium. 

SO///.— Mackin became so cold and weak this evening that it was 
necessary to give him some weak brandy and water. 

December 1«/.—Sinking. Ordered wine wh^y, and a blister to his 
chest. During the day he became speechless, and died about two 
o’clock in tlie morning.—Case reported by Dr. Jones attached to tlie 
medical ward^ 

Mackin was examined on the 1st of December. Body emaciated; 
on opening the abdomen several gallons of water escaped, and the 
peritoneum exhibited an opaque colour. In the hypogastric region, 
die extremity of the omentum was attached to the peritoneum by an 
adventitious cellular membrane. This, with a considerable poiiioii 
<if the peritoneum and omentum, was >ery vascular, and beautifully 
•injected with red bloody On opening the sjtomach, tlie mucous mem¬ 
brane. of the cardiac extremity was vascular, and exhibited red injcc- 
Jection in*scvcral places; that af the pylorus and duodenum was 
thickened, anil changed to a dark lead colpur. The mucous mem¬ 
brane of the jejunum was thiokened, that of the lower end of the-ilium, 
and tlie whole tract of the colon was thickened, and wlien first open¬ 
ed black, having an appearance such as might be occasioned by char¬ 
coal worked up into the tissue; it faded by maceration to a slate co¬ 
lour. The liver was reduced to one-hatf 'the natural size, and very 
heavy. In its structure it was hard and gri^ulated. The gall-blad¬ 
der on being opened exhibited the mucous ^ing of a marbled ap¬ 
pearance, spotted, with -a greenish-black hue interspersed with small 
reddened tumours, which were inflamed follicles. The green colour 
penelraWd the tiiickness of the membrane, and the surface be¬ 
neath it. 

flemarks. —'The early history of Ibis case is ilefcctive, and leaves 
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in doubt whether the irregular intermittent that occasionally was ma¬ 
nifested after Iiis admission, depended, as it so often does, on tin' 
chronic gastro-enteritic irritations under which Mackin unquestiona¬ 
bly laboured, and of which it was an effect; or whetlier it had com¬ 
menced as intermittents commonly do, and to which the chrpnic ir¬ 
ritations had supervened. 

This case affords another evidence to the fact of peritoneal effusion 
accompanying clonic inflammation of the alhnejitary mucous tissue. 
In this instance, peritoneal indainmation was designated in the ad¬ 
hesions and highly vascular state of the new-formed membranes, as 
well as of the peritoneum in the hypogastric region. 

At no time* was the accumulation of fluid in the abdomen so great 
as to occasion inconvenience, or to interfere with the licalthy func¬ 
tions. The distress suffered, and derangement of function expe¬ 
rienced, emanated from the inflammation of the digestive and intes¬ 
tinal mucous membrane. When it existed in a certain intensity, 
paroxysmal fever was present; as soon as local depiction and regimen 
liad reduced its intensity, an improvement was manifested. Kven the 
dropsical efiiision had. dmppeared. The expression of the face, 
which was haggard, the constantly arid tongue, witli t}^e vivid circu¬ 
lation of the capillaries of its mucous covering, and the defect of nu¬ 
trition, spoke too plain a language to permit tlie apparent amendment 
to impose on us a belief of a recovery. They too clearly indicated 
a change in the structure of the alimentary mucous tissue deranging its 
important functions, and under which the whole fabric gradually dete- 
rlotaies and decays. It is not the effusion of the serous fluid into the 
cavities that constitutes th^ essential feature qf the disease in dropsy, 
or that threatens in most ins^nces the life of the patient; it is the in¬ 
flammations of which the effusion is«the effect or consequence; and 
the alteration of structure induced by them that forms the real diffi¬ 
culty for the treatment of the disease, and the preservation of ex¬ 
istence. 

Case V ,—and Anasarea, Mary Kremer, aged thirty-four 
years, a married woman of t^perate habits, admitted into the house 
S5th August, 1828. unwall two weeks. She was attacked 

with intermittent fever n the tertain type; on three successive days 
she took lagga doses of salts and abo(it a weak afterwards became af¬ 
fected with^erine haemorrhage, accompanied with fever, which con¬ 
tinued ^forl^ree weeks after her admission into the house. The ca¬ 
tamenia had been suppressed by exposure to cold about two months 
anterior to the appearance of the flooding. A previous attack of 
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' hillfl and fevers had caused an enlargement of her spleen which had 
psisted about two years. 

On her admission she was feverish, complained of pain in the hy¬ 
pogastric region, with constant haemorrhage from the uterus; she was 
l)lcd sevcfral times, and cupped frequently on the hypogastric region. 
After these expedients the haemorrhage ceased, but anasarca and as¬ 
cites ensued, and increased to so great a degree as to occasion diffi¬ 
culty of breathing, inability to lie down, and every appearance of a 
speedy dissolution. Punctures of the Ijgs and thighs were resorted 
to, and a large quantity of water was thus evacuated, from which the 
patient experienced much relief. The cupping was continued, and 
when the pulse was properly reduced, no symptoms manifesting irri¬ 
tation of the mucous membrane of the alimentary canal, the adminis¬ 
tration of the following pills was commenced: Pulv. scill. grs. v- 

fol. dig. grs. viii. divided into pills of two gnuns each; a pill three 
limes a day- 

Thc secretion of urine became in a short time more copious, and 
the swelling sensibly diminished. Her diet was restricted; and her 
ordinary drink wiis the infusion of juniper berries and cremor tartar, 
which pn»vcd siifficient to retain her bowels gently open. The in¬ 
flammation of the spleen was treated by frequent topical depletion 
when the pulse appeared to demand it. 

Aoycmftfr 16/A.—At night, owing to indulgence in impropef diet, 
her pulse became greatly excited; she had head-ache and a high 
fever. She was bled to ^xxx. and her diet reduced .to barley and 
gum-water. 

• 18/A.—Diet increased to mush and milk, With a small portion of 
chicken soup. The patient rapidly improved; her appetite became 
good; she m^nated freely; the anasarca gradually declined, and-the 
effusion into the abdomen in a greaTt measure disappeared. 

December I7tk .—Kremer remains in the ward without a single 
dropsical symptom since last report. Her health is as good as if has 
been for some years, and she is employed in sewing, and other light 
work. Case recorded by Dr. Hunt, resi4^nt physician. 

Remarks.^The report of this case is not as full as could be de¬ 
sired, but it is sufficient to prove that Kremef^^apis the subject of ex¬ 
tensive local inflammations, which preceded dropsical efiusion. 
'When this state existed in: its fullest extent, from the disheartening 
results of the former practice by hydragogue cathartics, they were not 
resorted to; and general and local depletions with restricted diet 
were principally relied on. 

The condition of this woman appeared utterly hopeless, and no ex- 
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pectation of a recovery was entertained. The abdomen was very^ 
much distended, anasarca prevailed to an extreme dcgi’ee, and 
Tor more than two weeks she was propped up in bed, unable to as¬ 
sume the recumbent posture. 

The distention of the lower extremities was so great, numerous 
. punctures were made into the skin, from which the effused fluid con¬ 
tinued to discharge for ten days or more? tlie extremities were re¬ 
duced to their |]Atural size, and at the same time (he swelling of the 
abdomen diminished. 

From the history of this case, depletion with regimen appears to 
have subdued the inflammations of the*digestive organs, of tlie spleen 
and uteinis, which had given rise to the dropsical effusion, and which 
have not again recurred. 

Cask W.—MalignasUIntermittent, Nov, 4tA.—CharlesCavcnauglu 
aetat twenty-two, was admitted about twelve o’clock, reporting tliat lu' 
had intermittent fever. He had been engaged during tlie summer at 
work on the canal at the Juniata, where he had contracted the disease; 
and of a gang of three hundred who left tlie city, he stated more tliaii 
half were dead. It was originally tertian: for the las^ week it had as¬ 
sumed the quotidian type, coming on at two o’clock. This change has 
been effected by fatigue in travelling from the Juniata. Habits intem¬ 
perate. 

When the chill was subsidingabouttwoo’cluck to-day, the fever com¬ 
menced with the sensation of a violent blow upon the forehead, and 
immediately he jumped from his bed, and ran about the ward with the 
wildness of maniacal delirium. Beipg overtaken and replaced, he 
appeared ignorant, on becoming betted, tliat he had lef t his bed. At 
this period he"was found labounn^ under a most violentn.'xcUemcnt; 
he appeared almost distracted with the pain in his head; his respira¬ 
tion was exceedingly laborious; the skin veryhot; and the pulse full, 
strong, and frequent; ^xij. of blood were immediately taken from 
his arm, an4;:in a few minutes after he was completely relieved, 

7 P. M. asleep, with his head covered; woke up alarmed; skin very 
hot; pulse full and frequetii 

Better this raoming; the intermission is not complete; skin 
hot; pulse frequent; tongue moist and furred; eyes injected and jaun¬ 
diced; absolute diet; hot revulsive^ to anticipate chill; the paroxysm 
in the afternoon was nearly as violent as that of yesterday; rcciuired 
two mfi0lo hold liim in bed; his spleen was so engorged thaN: it rose in 
a large ball under the hand; having some tenderness at the epigas¬ 
trium, and a dry, fuiTetl iongue, he was onlered to be cupped freely. 
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(>//<.—A tolerable intermission early this morning; tongue nearly 
( b'iiii. Ordered to take in solution a grain of sulphate of quinine 
(ivery hour. Paroxysm came on an hour and a half earlier to-day; 
not so violent; mustard plasters were applied to his extremities when 
the chill threatened; tongue very mucli furred in the evening. Order¬ 
ed cups again to epigastiium. 

7th .—His stomacli still irritable; tongue foul; omit quinini'; sina¬ 
pisms when chill threatens. 9 P. M. Had no paroxysm this day. 

Discliarged well, having had no return.—Case reported by Dr. 
Jones. * 

Remarks .—This case was aii intermittent of malignant character, 
threatening apoplexy in the paroxysm. The intemperate habits of 
tins man, it is most probable, gave to his brain the predisposition 
which invested its sympathetic irritation when, in the febrile stage, it 
began to be irradiated from the stomach, with its extreme intensity. 

A full bleeding immediately arrested the violence, of the cerelwal 
irritation, ajid diminished tlie congestion of the brain. The same 
remedy would have been more freely urged, but for the habits of 
the patient, which always counter-indicate the very liberal employ¬ 
ment of the l^cet The intemperate are very soon prostrated 
by general bleeding, and when they once begin to sink, it is almost 
impossible to rc-cxcitc them. This is one of the causes that render 
inflammations, and diseases requiring free depletion in their treat¬ 
ment, so generally fatal in those who abuse the employment of ardent 
spirits. They will nut bear the treatment which can alone cure them. 

A circumstance in this case to be remarked, is the extraordinary 
euddenness witli which the cerebral irritation commenced, and con¬ 
sequent raptus of blood to the 'btain. Cavenaugh insisted on it, he 
had received a blow, and for a tirAe was unconscious of his situation. 
VVe have here presented the mode in which apoplexies are induced, 
and wliich so comnioidy draw*the cerebral irritation on which they 
depend, from gastric irritation- 

It is also to be .observed that tlm sulphate of quinine was not tole- 
iMted by the stomach, the irritation of which it augmented, and that 
tlie cure was effected chielly by attacking the gastric irritation, by 
low diet, cooling demulcent drinks, and loc|dy4^pl®^<>>^** 

Case VII.— Malignant loUh Gangrene of Right 

Li/ng. -Fin, an Irishman, aged twenty-three years, admiffed 

into men''!? cliniral ward, September 22d, 1828. Habits of excessive 
intemperance, was reported to have had intennittent of tertian type, 
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for several days previous to his entrance into tlie ward, but no account 
of the treatment* 

On admission, at six in the evening, he was in a paroxysm; tiic 
force of which was sustained by the brain. Tlie symptoms were hot 
skin; pulse full, frequent, and soft; head hotter than the body; face 
. turgid and flushed; eyes rolled up in their sockets, watery; gnashes 
his teetli; speechless; insensible to surrounding objects; cannot be 
roused; appea^.to have but little sensation when pinched on the ex¬ 
tremities; pressure on epigastrium produced contortions of the face, 
and marks of pain. . * 

The head^was enveloped in cloths dipped in cold water; the arms 
were sponged with cold water; hot applications to legs; cups to the 
epigastrium; and fomentations of tepid flaxseed mucilage to the abdo¬ 
men; when the he^t of the surface was somewhat reduced: at 9 P. M. 
movable sinapisms were ajqilied to the extremities, and cups to Ihe 
back of the neck; bowels opened by irritating injection; cold barley- 
water for drink. 

23d.—Condition entirely changed; countenance composed; eyes 
natural, perfectly sensible; skin moist, and of natural temperature; 
tongue tremulous, covered with yellowish fur; pulse soft and regular; 
no pain (d head. Treatment continued, with exception of sponging. 
Paroxysm commenced at noon with chill and vomiting; became in¬ 
sensible; eyes wild in expression, and rolling in tlieir sockets; caro¬ 
tids pulsated with force; face did not flush, or skin become as hot 
as yesterday. Same treatment continued, with calomel gr. xx. suc¬ 
ceeded by soda powders; pulse 90 and full, but without Ibrce; cups 
applied to epigastrium; bowels were freely opened. 

24/A.—Apyrexia in morning; quite sensible; skin moist and natu¬ 
ral; tongue moist and furred, but disposed to clean oil; pu^e 80, full; 
complains of pain in abdomen, and lies witli legs drawn up to relievo 
pressure, by relaxing the abdominal muscles; 80 leeches were applied 
to abdomen; gum-water for sole nutriment. At noon no paroxysm; 
pulse reduced by leeching; skin cool; sinapisms to extremities with a 
view to prevent the cold stage. Paroxysm attacked in the evening 
with usual cerebral disorder, but less intense. Same treatment. 

25/A.—Apyrexia again complete; suiph. quinine gr. ii. every hour, 
to be omitted should paroxysm return; blisters to legs in ordci* 
to excite a more durable impresskn; the lower extremities to be 
wrapped in blankets, wrung out of hot water, to be renewed as they 
lose their temperature; hot bricks to feet, anJ cold applibatioiis to 
the head. Perspirations was excited by the remedies, and the pa- 
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roxysm in the evening consisted merely in slight delirium, with a 
\tihl expression of the eye. 

20///.—Mucli improved; tongue cleaning; skin moist and natural; 
chicken soup, with milk and xvater for drink; at twelve o’clock in¬ 
jection of laudanum to prevent foimation of chill. Evening. Pa¬ 
roxysm lighter than that of yesterday; bowels opened by an injection.* 
, 27///. —Slept well; diet the same; no pai'oxysm to-day. 

.28//i.—Rested well; apyrexia; stomach sick towiurd^ evening; sus¬ 
pend stilph. (quinine. ^ 

29///.—Had a good night;^ tongue cleaning; pulse good; renew 
sulph. fjuinine; diet, beef tea and gruel; bowels regular, 

30///.—Convalescent; breast of chicken; sulph. quinine omitted. 

Ortobci' 1.9/.—^Improving. 

2// arul 3//.<—Ajipcared to be convalescent. 

4th. —Feverish, but had no chill; discovered a large sloughing ulcer 
on tlic sacriiui; poultice applied, and relieved the pressure; fever de¬ 
clined towards evening. 

5th. —iSlight fever in morning; spts. mindereri 5«- ©very hour in 
mucilage; fever increased towards noon. • 

6//i. —Has tfoiigh and soreness'of chest; pulse 115; skin hot; 
bowels oj)on; tongue furred and tuihid, but not red; cough increased, 
with increased f(»rce of pulse at nightj^^venesection ^viii. and cups 
over e])igastrium; diet, barley-water. 

7ih. —Rlood drawn was buffed; cougli lessened; pulse reduced, 
soft; bowels moved three times; spts. mindereri continued, and brown 
mixture. 

8///.—Cough more, seVfere; electorates puruloid mucus. Examin¬ 
ed with the stethoscope; rcspulttion was natural in left lung; no ve¬ 
sicular respiration in right, but sound of tracheal respiration was 
^listiiiguished; cannot make a^full inhalation, at6 it excites pain whicli 
is referred to epigastrium; pulse soft; breath excessively fetid; bowels 
regular. 

I'liough he has'becn much exposed to the weather, he has not had 
previously any cough; cups freely applied over the right side of the 
thorax. Evening. Very slight fever; hoarseness; cough troublesome; 
sputa exceedingly ofl^nsivc, and have suddenl^^hecome of dark brown; 
at first the colour was supposed to be caused by the expectorant he was 
using. The chest again examined, gave indication of natural re^ira- 
tion in Icfj: lung, with absence of respiration in the right, and somi^ 
mucous rattle. 

0///.—Same state; treatment continued. 

10///.—Cough violent; respiration humed; breath has gangrenous 
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udour; bowels o|>en 5 tups to chest; anodyne and spts. niiiidereri; 
cough abated alter cupping; venesection §vi. and omit spls. luin.- 
dereri. 

11 / 4 ,—Cough diminished; respiration more natural; no fever; 
longue clean; pulse soft, frequent; blister over right side of chest. 

I3M.—No change. 

Same state; no fever; expectoration dark bloody appear¬ 
ance, and exceedingly offensive; blister drew well; bo^vcls open. 

15/A,—No change until to-<lay, when pulse became very feeble; 
mind wandering, and surface covered with sweat. Brandy toddy and 
volatile julep administered with generous diet; appetite good. 

16/A.—lias no pain; believes he would be well if it were not for 
the cough; it is very troublesome; face pallid, and covered witli sweat 
'rreatment continued. 

ir/A.—Grows worse; respiration short and hurried; pulse excited 
by stimulants, and skin becoming hot; desires cold drinks; face pallid; 
lips blue. 

18/A.»Expecturation became more bloody, and at noon )ia?nioi 
rhag,e from tlie lungs ensued, which a]>peared to suffocate liiin, as he 
could not expectorate it with sufficient rapidity.—t^'l<*e re|)oi ted hv 
Dr. Ashmead, resident physician, who made the ntitopsis. 

The left lung was natural; 0 the right lung was solid; the vesicula! 
structure destroyed from pneumonic inllainmation, advanced to llie 
second and third stages, with a large gangrenous exca\ation. 'I'ln‘ 
notes of the dissection were mislaid by Dr. A. before thev were re- 

V %/ 

corded, which renders it less minute and specific than it ought to be 
to prove perfectly satisfactory. * 

Jl^marks. —Fin’s case offers aiioth^'example of llie malignant in¬ 
termittent type, or what may probably be iianuMl an iflterniitteni 
coma; each paroxysm producing tlie degree of cerebral irritation and 
congestion, on which that state depends^ General depletion would 
have been adopted in the paroxysm, had not this Individual been ex 
cessively addicted to the intemperate use of ardent spirits; wo were, 
compelled to rely on cold to the heail, revulsives to attract the cireu 
lation from the brain, and local depiction. To prevent tin* formation 
of paroxysm, and to give another direction to the capillary excite¬ 
ment than to the brain, irritations on the skin ami exb emities were 
made to precede the chill. When these means had nccomplislied the 
ol^ects intended, and the local irritations that could be detected w'ei e 
removed,jPic sulph. quinine completed the task and confinuod tli<‘ 
organs in their natural slate. 

1 he inquiry I'einaiiis be th'leiuuned a-- lo the (terioil \\hi*n the 
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|)tK‘Uhioiuc iiiflanimatlon under which the patient succombed, or ra- 
its consequences, first commenced. Did it exist during the 
period of the intermittent, or was it contracted subsequently ? The 
Jast supposition is not probable, lie was in a comfortable ward, had 
not leftdiis bed, and was not expose, t to any of the common exciting 
causes of that disease; neither w^erc any symptoms displayed, such ag 
.usually announce the invasion of pneumonia. Besides, v' cn the 
qoughaltraclcd attention totliechcst, the examination with the stetho¬ 
scope made known tlic fact tliatthc riglit lung had already passed the 
firsl stage, and had advanced into the second stage ol' the disease. 

I am raiher disposed to believe that the inflammation of tlic lung 
had either commenced with tlic invasion of the intermittent, or that 
tlie lung, from some jirevious attack, ha<l become hepatized, and the 
intermitteiit, by exciting new irritation, had hurried on the termina¬ 
tion in gangrene. On either of these suppositions, the pneumonic 
symptoms were supp]*esscd for the time, by the more violent cerebral 
distuiimuce and gastric irritation, but became unmasked as those de- 
clineil in intensity. When an organ or tissue has sutfered in its 
structure from inflammation, has become hardened, indurated, or 
hepati/.ed, new inflanimalion excited in it, most generally proceeds 
rapidly to the production of disorganization, and gangrene is a usual 
consequence under ^^nch circumstances. 

(■ASK VllT .—Chronic IntermittcnL Arthur Murphy, octat 21, ad- 
mitleil Novenibrn* ‘21st, with an intermittent, under wliich he has suf¬ 
fered for more than a year. Ilis last attack has been a violent quu- 
^tidian everyday this wccek. The paroxysm appears at 10, P. M. 
with a violejit licad-aclie and delirium; tongue furred and disposed 
to dry; jnihie full and frequent. Diet. 

‘22(/.—Escaped a ])aroxysm last night. 

—Had a chill at ten last night, succeeded by fever, which 
\Kis attended with severe l»ead-acl>e; tongue cleaning; pulse full and 
iVeqiUMlt. • 

'lAtL —lind an attack of the same kind last evening; tongue clean- 
id. Ordend, pill sulph. quin. gr. i. every hour. ^ 

0 . 5 //^,— -V similar attack last evening; some head-ache tliis 
morning, with a hot skin, and full, strong pulse. Ordered venesec- 
iion 

'■Zijtfu —Ni> chill lust night; much better this morning. 

27//i.—Better: no chill last night. Piperine, gr. i. added to tlio 
-ulph. (piiiur. 

"ZHfh, —(’oiitimic?. to imprn\e: no cliill last eveninii* 
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29 //i,—Better; no chill or fever. 

December Is/.—-This man has had no chill since; improves every 
day in appearance; is now on full diet; and in a few days will be sent 
out of the house. Case reported by Dr. Jones, resident physician. 

‘This was a case of chronic intermittent, unattended 
with inveterate local inflammations, as most of the intennittents of the 
winter season, that enter our infirmary, usually are, and which ren¬ 
der their cure so very difficult to accomplish. It serves to illustrate 
the advantages of blood-letting and restneted regimen in these cases, 
in tile immediate check put to*it by the detraction of blood. 

Cask. IX.—/n/cmiWen/, vnth Cardiac Irtitalion. Kdward Car- 
berry, £etat 34, since August last has been ill most of the time witli 
intermittent fever. This man has experienced it sometimes of the 
tertian, at others of the quotidian type, and latterly lias a paroxysm 
about once a week. He entered the medical wards, November 25th, 
with pains in his head and breast, considerable heat of the surface, a 
flushed countenance, and a full, frequent, and strong pulse. Says 
that during the paroxysm of intermittent, he suffered a great deal in 
his,head and chest. He has been purged a great many times with 
calomel and jalap, while treated out of the house. Considerable in¬ 
filtration into the general cellular tissue is present, and the scrotum 
especially is very much enlarged. Ordered venesection and absolute 
diet. 

26/A.—Was bled yesterday to §s.ij.; felt at that time relieved; last 
night he had a chill followed by fever; this morning tongue clean; 
complains of pain in his cliest. Cupsjfferc directed to be apjilied. 

27/A,—On examining his chest witfOTie stethoscope, the inijiulse 
and sound of the heart on the left of the sternum is gi*eater anil morii 
extended than natural; under tlie sternum, and to the right, the im¬ 
pulse is considerable, and the sound cail be heard all over the ri;;lit 
side of the chest. He says now, &at during the paroxysm of iritei’- 
mittent, he has always suffered with great op])rcssiop and jialpitation 
about his heart, and an equal difficulty of breathing. He wakes ol'ten 
during the night, with a sense of suffocation, and has to sit up in his 
bed. He was ordered to be cupped immediately on the region of the 
heart. 

28/A.—The last cupping brought down his pulse completely; it is 
now full and soft; skin warm and moist; tongue clean. Sulpli. qui¬ 
nine, gr. i. every hour. 

29/A.—The action of his heart has greatly diminished, so that (lie. 
excess of sound oi impal e is mu* h le^s perrrplibb'; liis pIIl^e i*? lull 
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ivithonl force, and less frequent; he slept last night better than he has 
done for some time, and was not once disturbed with a sense of suf¬ 
focation. 

December Carberry is now convalescent; tlie anasarca has 
neserteil him, and the scrotum is aLuost reduced to the natural size; 
he lias had no chill since the evening of the 25th ult.; the action of his 
heart is almost natural, aftd he sleeps undisturbed. Dischar^< d well. 
Case reported by Dr- Jones. 

liemarks .—In this case of intermittent, irritation, or what is pro¬ 
bable, inllammation of the h^art, a very common consequence of the 
inleniiittent paroxysms, had.Lccome developed. Froi^j the state of 
the poise ami the pains in the chest. Dr. Jones, who had charge of 
th(! ward, and is one of the few gentlemen who have availed them¬ 
selves of the opportunity presented by the practice of this establish¬ 
ment to familiarize themselves with the use of tlie stethoscope, made 
an (exploration of the thorax, and determined immediately the cause 
of the symptoms ol which he complained. The cupping directed by 
l)r. J. to the cardiac rcgloiii, had an immediate effect in abating the 
irritation of the heart, and convalescence was at once established. 
Th(^ ipiinine irwthis case was prescribed more with a view to guard 
against tlie consequences that might result from the habits of the pa¬ 
tient, who was intemperate, than on account of the intermittent type 
of the disease; that would fall of itself^ when the local irritations main¬ 
taining it were dissipated. 

Case X .—Intcrmitietit Fever with Gastritis. Mary Ann Jacobs, 
•aginl thii-ty-livc ycais, a«marri^ woman of good habits, has had for 
a year or two jxisl pain in her'iAest with cough, and complicated for 
six months Vith infermittent fever. She was treated, previous to her 
admission into the house, for the intermittent fever for some time, 
with bark, wine, &c. without success. She states, that three months 
ago licr husband, while in a stiite of drunkenness, threw her down, 
and slumped on lv?r breast and <ibdomen, since which she has suffered 
under almost daily paroxysms of the most acute lancinating pain, 
whicli is aggravated during the cliill. She has been cuppetjL and had 
blisters and fomentations applied without any other than slight tem¬ 
porary relief. Admitted into women’s clinical ward, October 29th, 
1S28. No regular record of the symptoms was kept during the first 
four days.^ From that date to November 3d, she was several times 
bled and cupp; d. Had a paroxysm of inteniiittenl fever on the 
Uiird. 

Xovember iz/r.-—l\i^.scd a s<*i y lostle-^'^ nigid: sleep was iillogclh(*r 
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precluded hy severe pain in the stomach, accompanied with sickness. 
There is tenderness of the whole abdomen, with tlaccidity of the al> 
dominal muscles; bowels open once a day; very little pain in the 
head; skin warm and dry; tongue moist, covered with a light wliilc 
fur, except at the point, which is clean, and somewhat red; pulse 
•full, strong, and frequent. Ordered venesection barley watt'r 
and lemonade for sole diet and drink. Aftdhioon, half past 3 o’clock. 
Had a chill about noon, and now suffers excruciating pain, w'hich she 
refers to the acrnbiculus cordis; has tenderness of the abdomen; skin 
cool, and rather pale; tongue dryish; pulse frequent, not veiy 
strong. Leeches ordered, but could not be procured, and cups were 
applied to the epigastrium, followed by fomentations. 

5/A.—Passed a good night; pain to-day not so great; tongue re<l, 
and covered with light fur, indented by the teeth; nausea; pulse fre¬ 
quent, (112,) tense and quick; blood drawn yesterday cupped ami 
buffed. Ordered venesection; (the abstraction of |xix. induced syn¬ 
cope;) eighty leeches were subsequently applied to abdomen; fomen¬ 
tations and hot foot-baths. 


6/A.—^Much better; no pain, and less tenderness. She had no 
chill or fever yesterday; no nausea since the leeching,^ skin is in good 
condition; tongue much more natural; pulse frequent, of more vo¬ 
lume, quick, and somewhat tense: blood taken yesterday coagulated 
with firmness. Ordered venesection gxvi. and hot foot-bath: continue 
absolute diet. Afternoon. Pulse rising. Ordered eighty Iccchcs to 
abdomen, to be followed by fomentations. 

7/A.—Still better; no chill yesterday; skin soft and jdcasant; pulse 
frequent, of good volume, compressible, and slightly tense; bowels 
open dady: blood of yesterday inffammatory. Ordered fomentations 
to abdomen, and hot foot-bath. 


8/A.—Improved; the following liniment directed to be rubbed tt‘- 
pid on the abdomen four times a day:—li. Spts. camph. 5iv.—s]>ts. 
terebin. §i.—aq. ammon., tr. theb. na §8S.—f)l. oliv. ^j.—M. It. 
Un. Allow a few table-spoonsful of soup daily. 

11/A.—She has some pain in the head; sliglit tenderness of the ab¬ 
domen; ||un perspirable; tongue natural; bounds regular; pulse 112, 
somewhat tense, and of good volume. She was directed to take ca¬ 
lomel, grs. ix. 


12/A,—Suffers under more pain than she has lately fell; skin pre- 
ternaturally warm; ton^e good; pulse 104, quick and tense; bowels 
o^>cned once yesterday. Directions were gi'On to restrict lier diet to 
biM’Iev water. Kveuie.g. Still refers to tin* scrobimlus cordis as (lie 
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of pain, wliich is now sharp, lancinating, and iiicrcasetl in d«- 
arcr. Kiglit cups were applied to the epigastrium. 

13///.—Suffers less, though slie is incommoded by the eructation ol' 
an acid gas^ bowels open seven or eight times in the course of the 
niglit; puLsc less tenser skin and longue natural. Fomentations and 
hot pediluvium. • 

14///.—Improving; bowels open three times yesterday, b it not once 
during the night. Allow a small quantity of chocolate deprh ed of its 
oil. ^ 

20///.—She lias been mcnc^ng, and employed in nursing a child in 
the ward for two days past in the enjoyment of tolerabli^ health. She 
has, as ai lLchrs of diet, in addition to the chocolate, Indian gruel and 
milk and an egg. She still has a slight cough, but the stethoscope 
r\Iiibits a perfectly healthy state of the lungs. 

21 A'/.—She is troubled wiih occasional returns of slight pain. Or- 
dcrcMl to rul) the tartar emetic ointment over her stomach twice a 
dn V. 

23//.—-Tin* oiiitineut has pi’oduced a copious crop of pustules. Al- 
ihoiigh she was unwilling to submit to the remedy, she states, that it 
scaltercnr’ life pain almost immediately. 

Ihcemlicr 18///.—Has been engaged as an assistant in the ward 
'^itice Iasi repen t, without a i-etum of tlie intermittent, and makes but 
sligiit complaint of the pains she suffered in her stomach. Is allowed 
animal food: slie lias acquired flesh, and her complexion is greatly 
improved. Case reported by Dr. Hunt, who had charge of the 
ward. 

llcmarks .—In the treiftment of intennittent fever, the type of the 
di'.ease should not be attended to while the symptoms of local inflam- 
inntions are'strongly marked. They arc of the most importance, and 
no permanent impression can^be made on the disease until the local 
alVeetioiis are hubdued. This precept is universal, not only as it re- 
>pects chronic, but also acute or recent intermittents. The febrile 
paro\>sms, notuUlislandiiig tbeir periodical character, are as much 
SMiipathetic, and as clearly emanate from the local irritations as are 


cor.liuiuMi and inflammatory fevers, that are unequivocally the pro- 
fluct, of topical inflanynation. The simple removal of the local affec¬ 
tion is, very frequently, all that is necessary to dissipate tlie periodi¬ 
cal febrile disturbance; but when they arc removed, the cinchona and 
i!s preparatbms, that were previously impotent, arc now remeilies ol 
almost s])ecirL certainty in arresting and preventing the recurrence 
of tin* febrile parowsni.s. 


riie case of Jacobs is a striking exemplilication ol the cmrectiu's- 



:ilO .lackson^s Clinical Reporia. 


precluded Ijv severe pain in tlie stomach, accompanietl with sickness. 
There is tenileriicss of the whole abdomen, with flaccidily of the ab¬ 
dominal musclesj b(»wels open once a day; very little pain in the 
head; skin warm and dry; tongue moist, covered with a light white 
fur, except at the point, which is clean, and somewhat red; pulse 
dull, strong, and frequent. Ordered venesection barley water 

and lemonade for sole diet and drink. Aftd)*noon, half past 3 o’clock.. 
Had a chill about noon, and now suffers excruciating pain, which sl)e 
refers to the scrobiculus cordis; has tenderness of tlic abdomen; skin 
cool, and rather pale; tongue dryisjv; pulse frequent, not very 
strong. Leerhes ordered, but could not be procured, and cups were 
applied to the epigastrium, followed by fomentations. 

5f/t.—Passed a good night; pain to-day not so great; tongue red, 
and covered with light fur, indented by the teeth; nausea; pulse fre¬ 
quent, ( 11 ^ 9 ) tense and quick; blood drawn yesterday cupped and 
buffed. Ordered venesection; (the abstraction of gxix. induced syn¬ 
cope;) eighty leeches were subsequently applied to abdomen; fomen¬ 
tations and hot foot-baths. 

—^Much better; no pain, and less tenderness. She had no 
chill nr fever yesterday; no nausea since the Icecliiiig? skin is in good 
condition; tongue much more natural; pulse frequent, of more vo¬ 
lume, quick, and somewhat tense: blood taken yesterday coagulated 
with firmness. Ordered venesection Jxvi. and hot foot-halli: continue 
abstdutc diet Afternoon. Pulse rising. Ordered eighty leeches to 
abdomen, to be followed by fomentations. 

7th .—Still better; no chill yesterday; skin soft and pleasant; pulse 
frequent, of good volume, compressible, aifd slightly tense; bowels 
open daily: blood of yesterday inflammatory. Ordered fomentations 
to abdomen, and hot foet-bath. • 

8/A—Improved; the following liniment directed to l>c rubbeil te¬ 
pid on the abdomen four times a day:—R. Spts. cainph.^iv.—spf-.. 
terebin. ji.—aq. ammoii., tr. theb. aa ^ss.—ol. oliv. j^ij.—Al. It. 
lin. Allow a few table-spoonsful of soup daily. • 

il/A—She has some pain in the head; slight tenderness of the ab¬ 
domen; perspirable; tongue natural; bow'els regular; pulse 11.^2. 
somewhat tense, and of good volume. Slic wa^ directed to take ca¬ 
lomel, grs. 5x. 


12/A—Suffers under mor* pain than she has lately felt; skin pro- 
ternaturally warm; ton^e good; pulse 104, quick and tense; bowi-is 
«qiencd once yeslenlay. Directions were given to restrict lier dief to 


harlev water. Kvcniiia. Still refei’s fo the i^crohii i/'is cordis as the 
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ijcat oi pain, wliicli is now sharp, lancinating, and increased in do- 
^ee. Ki«;ht cups were applied to the epigastrium. 

13/A.—Hufters less, though she is incommoded by the eructation of 
an acid gasj bowels open seven or eight times in llie course of the 
night; pulse less tense; skin and tongue natural. Fomentations and 
hot pediluvium. • 

14/A. —Improving; bowels open three times yesterday, but not once 
during the niglit. Allow a small quantity of chocolate deprived of its 
oil. ^ 

2()/A—She has been mcnc^ng, and employed in nursing a child in 
the ward for two days past in the enjoyment of tolcrablg health. vShe 
has, as articles of diet, in addition to tlie chocolate, Indian gruel and 
milk and aii egg. She still has a slight cough, but the stethoscope 
exhibits a perfectly imalthy state of the lungs. 

—She is troubled with occasional returns of sliglit pain. Or¬ 
dered to rub ihe tartar emetic ointment over her sU>macl» twice a 
dav. 

—'Die ointment has produced a copious crop ofiHistules. Al- 
ihfHigh she was unwilling to submit to the remedy, she states, that it 
” '^rattenMl'" tlw; pain almost immediately, 

Dirnufur 18///.—Has been engaged as an assistant in the ward 
sirin* report, without a return of the intermittent, and makes but 
''light c'oiiiplaiiit of the pains she suftcred in her stomach. Is allowed 
animal food: she has acquired flesh, and her complexion is greatly 
inipro’red. Cas(» I'eported by Dr. Hunt, who had charge of the 
wa rd. 

lif'inarkii .—In tlie tre;ftinent of intermittent fever, the type of the 
diMcaM' slioidd not be attended to while the symptoms of local inflam¬ 
mations :ue*sin)Mgly marked. They are of the most importance, and 
no permanent inipi essioii cau^be made on the disease until tiie local 
.'dfeeti»)ns are subdued. This precept is universal, not only as it re- 
s])ects eln onic, but also acute or recent iniermiltciils. The febrile 
paro\>sms, notwithstanding their periodical character, are as much 
sv nipathelic, and as clearly emanate from the local irritations as are 
continued and inflammatory fevers, that are unequivocally the pro¬ 
duct (d'topical iiiflanpnation. The simple removal of the local affec- 
ti(in is, very frec^uciitly, ail that is necessai'y to dissipate the periodi¬ 
cal il'hi ile disturbance; but when they are removed, the cincliona and 
its preparations, that were previously impotent, are now remedies <)f 
almost specific certainty in arresting and preventing the recurrence 
of the febriK- panix v^ms. 

'rile case of Jacobs is a striking e\en\p[di< ation of tin* correctness 
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of the preceding observations. Before her admission she had been 
treated for the intermittent tjpe by cinchona, wine, and other similar 
means usually resorted to for the cure of intermittent^ and the local 
inflammation, (gastritis, and it is possible a limited peritonitis,) were 
disregarded. Failure and defeat were the consequence. The intcr- 
Riitteut proved intractable; the woman’s sufferings increased, her 
general health was rapidly deteriorating, and she was compelled to 
seek refuge in our wards. 

As soon as she came under jthe treatment of this establishment, a 
reverse system to that which had prove^d* not merely inefllcicnt but 
mischievous, Avas instituted. It was the intermittent that was disre¬ 
garded; while the local injQammations, previously neglected, were at¬ 
tacked with energy, and without intermission, by the most direct and 
effective measures. Exactly in^proportion as the local diseases were 
abated, did the intermittent paroxysms decline, and finally disapptMr; 
and since they have been completely subdued, vigorous nutrition has 
been restored with every sign of health. 


Case ’Sl^—Gastro-erUeropneumomtU^ tuUh Cerebral Coni^rstion. 
Samuel Robinson, xtat twenty-five, entered the medical wards on 
the S6th of November. He was taken up by the police that moi n- 
ing, from the street, where he had lain during the night, and brought 
into the house almost inseiisible. His lips, gums, and tongue wore 
covered with a thickxrust ofblood, which was constantly oo/.ing out 
of them, as well as from the nostrils^ face of bron/.c colour; the skin 
was hot and dry; pulse full, with little force; the ci)!gastrhiiu sensi 
ble to pressure; breathing was laborio!^, therinspirations being shoi I. 
and followed by a groan. He was directed to have cups applied to 
the epigastrium, and an injection to open his bowels. 

27/A.—'More intelligent, and gave some account of himself; ho had 
been a cook on board some of the small craft in the river; had taken cold, 
and been troubleld with a cough and difficulty of breathing for nn»i (* 
than a week; acknowledges he is very intemperate^ tlie epigastrium 
continues tender; the other'symptoms remain the same. Bowels 
were opened hsy'the injection. ^He tvas again cupped to the epigas¬ 
trium and lovhhr portion of chesti In the afternoon lie appeared im¬ 
proving in some respects, and thought himself well. As his respira¬ 
tion improved very little, the 'thorax was explored; the respiration 
was pbscurc, and presehl^ the crepitating rattle in both titles. Ht* 
was ordered to be cupped freely to his chest. Cold has been kept 
constantly a])plied to his head. 


—Move livelv this ntoiuing; 


sensation more acuti*; feels that 
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lie IS unwell; exudation of blood continues fepm gums, lip, and 
4onguc, whicli are incrusted with it; great tenderness at tlie cpigas< 
trium; skin hot and dry; breathing much improved. Ordered sixty 
leeches to the epigastriuin) cold injections and tepid emollients to his 
abdomen; hot fomentations to lus feet and legs. 

—In some respects improved; more intelligent; tongue and 
lips less incrusted wi^ blood; pulse stronger and less frequent;^8kin 
moist, yet rather iiot; bowels open several times this morning; he was 
directed to be dry-cupped over the ch^st; became excited duridg the 
operation, and had scarlfied^ups applied, which drew about ^ij. of 
blood. His breathing was much reKeved, and his face lost imme¬ 
diately its dark, red hue. ; ^ 

soih ,—Took fifteen drops of laudani^ last evening, and slq>t se¬ 
veral hours; tongue less incrusted, ^d. not as dry; breathes easiOr; 
pulse remains the same, (132,) var^Q^.in fiiUness and force, accord¬ 
ing to tlic difllculty of his respiration;-^ps again applied to the 

< best, and about ^iij. of^blood were procured. 

December Ist.—Breathes easier; took fifteen drops of laudanum, 
and slept all night; tongue moist, and cleaning from the edges; pulse 
fallen to 118, and not qiitte so strong; skin warpi; a blister directed 
to each side of the chest ' . 

2d.—Took laudanum and.slept well; blisters drew weH; skin natu¬ 
ral, ill tlic afternoon perspirable; bowels open; diet chicken water; 
expectoration commencing; rattle less crepitoting, and more mucous. 
Ordered to take two grains of blue pill,.and one-fourth of a grain of 
opium every three liours. 

3d.—Still impi‘oving;^owds open once yesterday; skin natural in 
temperature; perspired coQsi^rably last evening; pulse weaker; to 
have sago tb-day in addition to his chicken water; tongue nearly clean 
and moist 

\5lli .—Cunlinued to gather strciigtli, and is now walking Jmut die 
ward; convalescent; diet^early full- 

Remarks. —By the iiosologists, tliis case would have been called 
typhus fever, by some practitioners, congestive fever, and by others, 
fyphoid pneumonia. Bobinson had be^n ii^ted wi^. wug^ and. diffi¬ 
cult respiration, preyious to the night he. was exposed^to thevw^iher. 

Cold acting on the surface, diminishes the action of the cuti~ 
cular capillary circulation; it id struck with torpor; the blood thub 
repelled, oy wliat is the same thing, no lon^fr called into this exten¬ 
sive surface, the cllect of its diminished actions, must be disposed of 
ill some other tissues, in which it accumulates in excess, ami thus con¬ 
gestions are eslalilislicd. 

No. VI.—f’clj. IS'?’) 
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When any ui'gans or tissues arc tlic scats uf morbid irritations, or 
by former haluts, mil constantly maintained in unnatural excitement,, 
the reflux from the surface is attracted to them in preference to any 
others; for irritation ip an organ is like ma^aetic power, always draw¬ 
ing ^towards itself the cgxulating fluid. But the irritatiori, is au;;- 
menCed by this inerted afflux of blood, and instead of simple con- 
gestion, wbioh ;i|fl^y^^have been forine^ i? ajhealthy individual, or in 
onp oir sober bH^bii .fhere is lifted up inte^ and disorganizing in- 

flamniotioMi ^ 

Robinson, h is presumable, %t>4 been attacked with pneu¬ 
monic inflamn>atiom wbon*be yab to the exposure, and 

from his gxcessive potati^|S, jnust have,hM his stomach and brain in 
an imitated state. that were the principal 

sufflsrers when he with the mucous tissue of 

the superior aerial, The increased quantity 

of ih» circulating had carried their ir 

ritafions up to active iimainiEUimQjl, with d||;erioration of fuiicliuii; 
henqothe diflicult, emba|TaS 8 edi: 0 ^iration, mompanied witli groans, 
the raogni^.cf p^f lhmicethe.#ei|^^ epigastrium, and 

genendpain that pre|sore,m|^t^ b^iteiabdomen, wkich called for 
locsd deplettons, the inuciIaj^opf,*f^entations and cold injections; 
heilBe the*,c^aand'dimii^hedbsi^flnlitj which made him at first 
scarcely cepscioga of bis,illness, efxiv>^hioh he became sensible as 

the fUllty .egu^ciped. 

Had the tjjdLoUf^jli^vtoiimbeen perim to govern the treatment 
of this ca^ wittmut a .reference to the pathological comlitiou of tlie 
oi|p^tmf or the name typhus,^ which {en^ivould have hesitated to pi o 
n(mnceiii'i*e£^ence to it, been 8u|C^reii{^imve possessed any weight, 
and a sttmulaling.prac^ce been pursued; 1 have no bosiialion in be- 
lieving,j5rom what 1 have witnessed in the former practice of this es- 
tahtishflrot, that a roost formidable anddisastrous train of symptoms. 


s^jimped with true malignancy, would hye been generated, willi ;■ 
fatal issue to the" patient 

j^aaUy im&voarable it have beefl to have looked upon (his 

&stiong, 4 (|^q:|^|^yMOne of congestive fever, in whicli 

by general depletion ami 

j General d^letiour when ei^msiVe i&fiammations have become ra- 
dicated, deblKtatesthe V^fhy tissues and.organs, which lu'vve already 
necessarijj^ a tendency to asthenia irom the abstraction of thcii 
forces an^fluids in favour of the diseased organs by tlie moi bid ii 
ritalion going on, infinitely more than it diminishes the too great 
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energy of the inflammatory actions, and thus tt||£cunomy is crippled 
•in its only certain means of dcfendl, and depHrod of tlb most cftec- 
tive powers of restoration. 

. The action of diseased organs are toF be opposed.tatf^Oiiecessfully, 
by rousing up and antagonizing aguirirt tiiem t^ actions of or¬ 
gans or tissues that hav&not paft&on of'ihe liorbjA conditioB, it^s 
intended to relieve. BjrT^yy^;tOrtii^ tbe tOdl^Bke/^flurids 

•overwhelming the disetfSiKl ^oat dfii^G^ion>in 

their favour, it is possible to obtainin^rt, isdies accppiplislf^y'and 
the natural balance of pow^and'tomn beH^n the organs^ over- 
throAvn by the disease, onder, if restora¬ 
tion be any longer b'measote in‘ But for 

tlie attainment of this ol Ifold #^optir^^s 

must have |)owCr; shouht 
leehlencss, to have es^ited 

make a decided imptetilon^SlI reci^ 

tion will prove aborti^^; ■ • ■ V-^ 

(iencral depletion, 
iiate actions of the 

functions threaten tb Okt^d'dM^ M of 

organs unassailed by disease. Whtin'^Bduty is petlte^l^» 
inises no further advantage $ it'Wll'^t^'Cl^' ofltself^ I^^RsOJjfi^liiz- 
ing inflammations seated in lbe'iidhute'^bji^ndlittate st^ 
capillary Vessels of the Its 

diseased organs; it striked equbllj thosb’Bitaf^bstb'sk^ the 

diversion cftected by their actionS) brought'dboot by natui^ or, esta¬ 
blished by art, depends ihe'l^^ty of the patient./^Gtei^al'^Wldipg 
iloes not co-operate, on the^^e^ the economy, tti:^''oppoj(itibii*t<!^dic 
disease by*which it is invaded; bolih equaUy?feel iffeefibetsi t^oy 
weakened, but their relativq^sitions are the same,- and Bft^odyaDce 
has been made towards remoWng the disseveraiice of'the namal^Sj^- 
pathetic connexions of the organs, and a* rOstoiiition of the ^anqj^ol 
llicir actions, in* which health consists. . 

'Fhc lancet, a remedy* admirable, di¬ 

rected on sound principles, pushed'-^ 

(m, has been a of destruP^ln^allH to 

It was the conviction of the injuriSw^^wfelftl^TOeft^^ 
employment, that some years pastl^irdd^^d'fte rMOdon which 
look place, when, for a period, it was at^y^kih;^now^ted as it had 
been a short time before e^ttolled; tile of iliis means even fell 
into perfect discredit, and ninning into the opposite extreme, the 
^liseases which profuse general depletion had Ikiled tc» cure, were, on 
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that ground, hubjec^d fo a ti'f^atinent truly incendiary, and not less 
hostile to the recu{»rative operitions of the economy. 

The principles precedingly indicated, are those on which this case 
was treated, and On which all* those exhibiting similar organic and 
functional lesions are^^nianaged.dn.the wards whilst under oiv charge. 
It IS not oidy thj^.^^ter certain^ attending this system which com¬ 
mands bnt.^ piw^tness with which symptoms 

ofa verjr:M|i^ii|Uritide aspect disa^k^ of which this case of 
Robinson^i^liie^nts a,atriking 

Case XlL-ri^/e^ri»'jpASt<ni0l9^ tBS^^^fl^ro^lenitis. Mansfield, 
aged thirty-five y^i:S|:^ii;^^perate hatuts^ was admitted into the 
clinit^l ward, on the 

4)n lai^t, fell on his left side, and 

sliortty after was of cramp in his chest, for 

whi^ he tookf4audam^:^^^ll^m^^ appaient relief; but feel¬ 
ing no permanent benestt^ he came ^ this hme. The symptoms on 
admj^on we^c; of breathing short; skin 

iSrea^toademess of epigastriu m; 
coa^{ihdtexpectoratesja sa%^o^t^ 'Ti^dfiuid; s^und of lower 
part'bf tbe Ijsfit. side of ibe.c^l^^ll when percussed; no vesicular 
respicstioj^i^spiratidninjHi^lotq^^tpral,''tongue Inclined to be dry, 
coveied A hi^ry* in-^^oentrei no head-ache, except 

a sUgteOMmed^^ps to epigas^ium and 
low^x^^.of l^*jm}cf>^yaxf'JMi(anen^ to abdomen; and 
acidu|^e|jr|a|itTV^^ ^ di^ mdd diet 
.mteriThe tewdprnras of,the;ep|gaj^um %ot altogether relieved; 
poise, fe^uen^.apd'tense. \Orderod<to ^^t cups to the scat of pain. 
Evenlyfroj^^pain; pulse still frequent, but reduced in 
force; tOK^glllj^.4^.same M yesterday; sidn rather warm ami moist; 
bowels dpei^ tal^., flaxseed tea, wifl^ream of tartar —tart, 

anthn. gi^ ij. to the Oi. continues the gum and barley water for 
di^. . 

not r^in any thing, except in 
and rather frequent, 88 per 
inix^^ yi^^]|||mj|Qh rad at Upland edges, centre 

coyei^^ Wtl^. ^Ipeat tendency to dryness; skin ra¬ 

ther dry|Ojmtt fla^eed ,^m, i(pm cflnfeie him exclusively upon gum 
and barl^wafer, and combpo hot fomentations. 

IStAr^lfj^^orse this prostlDS^on; gr*^at tenderness of tlie 

epigastrium; eyes injected; breathing short and frequent; pulse active, 
frequent, and rather fense; tongue very dry, incrusted with a brown 
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fur in centre, edges very florid; face flushed; skm lather warm; ve¬ 
sicular respiration on the right side, and on the bronchial mucous 
rattle; w:u ordered venesection Sviii. but not more than could 
be taken,^wing to the sinking (» the pulse; eighty liitbhbfr.were or¬ 
dered to* the epigastrium and lower ^part of ^ cheat. Bvenpg. 
Worse; is very restless; appearS^Sibe^ gyeat aj^nyjpfl^^.frequeht 
and quick; tongue the aamtf^gugg^^^coUs)i^e^1S^'t^^ 
Upturn gr. iv. and caloTffCf^^^^tNi&^eTefyt^^ hfid 
injection of sixty drops of laudaniKI&;^ud to eelHinue a^rwards jn- 
jections of brandy every hosD^to and died about 

ten o’clock, P. M. Case * 

^fiuiopsy. —Examined nextmornitt«,.# 0 dg^Gii^^ dark 

‘hue, from venous bloocU cref^at- 

ing, contained in.brwohk^ 

not collapse, felt solid; adkeUGilkc4|$|^^^^#G^^B»When laiil 
presented the three Stagtt pa^ of the ^tev 

lube was crepitating, co]^sted:With bl^ than natural, and a 
watery mucus was cont^W 
die of the lobe was hepatiiW4,-«n4^the 
was perfectly Well defiBed^ti^'b]9Bl|ir^(Wtaiaeft« reddi^^ 
fluid; the lower lobe 'was nehrlyd^m^nleOd^lt was io ffl^ ^d ^th 
rcddisti, purulent matter,^and tbe'^batauto^df the lungr 
softened down to such a i^;re6j|a,totear, WhoiftOlieeawm^ up, hy 
tlieir own weight; the pericardteut codtiipiM se- 

rosily; the heart of usual siase. ln^&6 puliil^iH$l^4r&jr, itU'^^fica- 
tions, and right ventricle, there exis^ a soIM GWl^lkm'of ;^lidn, 
"perfectly white, dense,%nd/^^^;in coti8Utency,'‘am pfcesWifBbg a 
fibrous structure when tom,;^iq{i required a considi^ble frp^. It 
was very evident from its characters that tl^ coi^liitt'^'c^tibji’ tfot 
have been formed in the few ^ours since deatii, but ihust fakye etist- 
ed some time previous thereto. A similar coagulum, quite frdtn 
(Miloiiring substance, but of much less csOnsistency, was found in 
left ventricle, and in the aorta; and which most pilbablj was ^so 
formed previously to deatii. Abdbniel[|^|P|ver nhtu^l; 
large, so much softened it tore 

ifs place, and would|||^/klM^CS 8tp|b^^:^^^ji^ac 

region mucous tissue reddened in Whfw^tW per¬ 

manent; the tissue, natural cpnsisteniy thic^ess; aKmentary 
canal, no morbid appearances of consequfWjte 

Remarks .—In this is presented a>T calih of.pb^monia advanc¬ 
ed to the third degree, complicated with inflantmation of tlie spleen, 
which had progressed to its last stage, and with ^stritis. Mansfield, 
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extremely intemp^te in his habits, like most of those intlividuals, 
could give but an iikperihet account of the earlier periods of his <lis- 
ease, and it is doubtfht Udtether it was caused by the falj|and blow 
he receive bUtiio chesty or a chronic disease was only ag- 

gri^tetf by that adident.'’ ¥hdA<e who are habitually under the in¬ 
fluence their yniibiHty so much blunted, they are of- 

tenliite0nraniHH^h‘ie3^l^ which their organs are 

I cannot but liesi- 



ig thttt the h 
J,*and the 
ctfected in thb sh 

splcein -in this 
cdhdiilbn. 

pa^jimerfe<| to 
''I1w^<dompIicitiond^" 
tlrawn as to the s 
sple^ik . The e 
moro 

and 1 haTe ^ii 
H^oiuiMS^as 

yea^ 

[ iun 





of the middle portion of the 
half of the lung, had been 
^'Ms admission. 
lai||l^fRto the production «)1‘ (he 
acute inflammation of the 
imiMrfl^ble that some of the 
'BS^Oproc^ded from tliis organ. 

any inferences to be 
id j^thg inflammation of the 
it is probable, w;in 
ofthe patient than llu* 
Wly adequate^to the pur])oses 
ts'survive a much longer period, 
as'hr'the present instance. 

the heart and large vessels, 
JvS%^'iS^dliatc cause of death in this 
cUscl: y:Tl^ is I have seen rcpeatetl 

^ TIid'eaUM of We formation of these r(»- 
not known, infrequently occurs in disease, 
and becqmes tkeimmediate cause tej^nation. 'Die agony 

of rcajjanbledpthat which attends dissolution from obstruc 

lions c^vflilation of the heai^und the botly had the same 

ai^kjprancb'as is liresented by those who perish from that cause. 





Cask lSX^*^Gangrem^Right Lung, Richard Harrison, aged 

20th of November, in tlic cells 
for wh^ tr^^ed with the usual remedies, 

ai^^^^'ritovercd. O^plah^ of pain in his right 

side^ pUKSO^ftequeUt ordered to be freely cupped over 

seat of Min. Next moiwI^TOt greattly relieved, but his eye being 
much imamed, and hav^'an ulcer on the cornea, he was ordered to 
Ihe where he wto piincilpUnjr treate 1 for that affection; tlie 

<’«ps wwRTTcpeated twice to. his chest with advantage; he also made 
of a common coukIi mixture, and drank freely of flaxseed tea, 
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conlaiiiiiig superiart. oi' potash, 5ij‘—autira* U- 
hciiig gum-water and gruel. Was repn^ed in^clinical ward. 

December 12/A.—On examiimtioii of pj^rcussion elicits 

a very flat sound all over the ri^t side^ and no rej| W l|<P- MB ^ 
heard iu^that lung; he coQ§^ often, and^f^ings up wath 
culty a viscid, thick expectoratH|jp^ of Ike 

vessel when reversed; 
frequent and irritated; 



gr. xu.^wttcr ^ 
^haln^l^- 
iiMwp^ted. Ord^r- 


nued 

i% P. M.—Cawre- 




breath fetid. ()rdered*tinct. opu* 

—tea-spoonful occasionally, 
stant. On examinatioDAg^^lpl^d 
cd opiates to be freely giveo^ 

L3/A.—Continues to sinl^^ 
room; pulse very small ;ii^ 
extremely fetid; diatrhoea has 
opiates; but he gradually 
ported by Dr. Clark. > 

JliUopsy, —An but 

merely to the thora?;;, in; 

I ii iigs. The Uft collapsed ^ 

perfectly natural in structure, jj^pviipffi^ftschibi^d the 

of a soft, grumous mass, of black''^orf?&itr./I'&adh^onal!| 

existed. ^On attempting to reipOTO ft 

ruptured, and the lower 

quantity of putrid coagulatroWM)^ and 

7/e;narA5.—This case pi^^anqU^ u«p ^r- 

ani/.ation which may ofleur i^the.^cera of drunki^f^ w^but.e^ 
ibiting premonitory symp^tpiWto indpee a suspiciopof the intensity 
of the disease. HalKson was brought to i^rt\ 

or fourth time with mania a ^tu. At this pmiod Ito ol 

consequence, and attention was not directed to h^ tiunncic Q;^^ns. 
It is, nutwithstaiuiing, most probable, Ik was then laboi^iilig'W’ 
dcr the pulnionauy allection that terminated lus existence,, As me 
sym])tom8 of mania subsided, some 

not have been urgent, as the jjl^p^cian diS^nb^^^ct^my 

notice to it. lieingr Jranslft^d wai’d, hp^lU^^tinAuei' 

the obsci'vation of th§ be wa^^P^SSight into 

the clinical wards, two days preViou^|b 
The aft\y:lion of the right lung approa^^ in ita anatomical cha¬ 
racters to the uncircumsccibedggngrei^ which he states 

may be placed in tlie number of the moat rare'm the organic dis¬ 
eases.” This morbid organic aflection cjfccurred but twice in the ex 
tensive researches of this eminent cultivator of palhological anatomy 
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in a space of tweutj-four years; and but five or six instances of it bad 
been met witlx in the hospitals of Paris. 

At first it might be looked upon as pulmonary apoplexy; but tliis 
disease is always in circumscribed spaces of the lung, and is accom¬ 
panied with profuse|](^moptoe, which in this case was absci^t; 

aAowiag ^ Numher of Penom admitted into the, Medical IVurds of the 
Ala^S^houeeofth^iCi^ and CowUy of PhUadelphia^ and the 
J!hmber43f bOween tht.Sd of Jietember, 18^, and the of Ikcenibtr, 


^ ' DATES'^ 

• 

or 


• 

WOMEN’S MEDl- 
CAI* WARDS. 

CELLS.* 




ad* 

t 

Deaths. 

No. ad' 
mitted. 

Deaths. 

PeSinl827, DecTS, 
fp,1828, Jan. 7 

-*■ 'f')- 

, . V'' 

.• 

' 149* 

13 

24§ 

1 

To February 4 • 


■ 11 

46 


22 

1 

To March 3 • - 

'fiO 

; .9 

. 61* ' 


26 


To .(^tU 7 - - 
To . - 

7t 

13. 

- 47 

27 

•) 

/ 

9 



33 

1 

r : 

76 

• 8 

4i» 


30 

2 

■ 

£ 

*• B-, r 

45 


' 24 

5 

T.p. August 4 

62 


6 

31 

11 

To 8eptemtM» 1 


mSm 


10 

19 

4. 

TeTOotbher 6 ■ - 

177 

■m 


10 

57 

6 

Th.NovhibW3 

. 14^f 

Bn 

* 1 * 

6 

24 w 

6 

To December 1 




11 

32 

«> 

Totala^- - - - . 

■ . 

126 1 

' ^ 1 • III M 

' 841 1 

101 

349 

44 1 


Remuhing Dec. lat» 18^8, in'Men's Medical Wardsj 54; in tlic Women’s Me 
dii:MWi^79pSii&eCeUs, 11. 

; . :", RECAPITIBLATION. ^ 

in men's medical wards.116^ 
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Or- 




Per eentage 

; Trea^ in women's medicfai wards 
Deaths 

eentihge 
Tiiiiph^ifi'ceBs 

/ -per oiaitage 
Whole^omber of: 

Deaths 
jgHysentfge 

* paticints m the cells are admitted fo* mania a polu. 

f-ThiS number includes 8B ii^the wards, December 3d, 1827. 

1 This number includes 56 in the wards, December od, 1827. 

^ This number includes 1’ in Uic cells, December 3d, 1827 
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Art. VI. Case of Tetanus^^Respiration perfonned by ont Lung^ 
with Vigorous Nutrition and General HeaUiu By Samuel Jack- 
sox, M. D. Assistant to the Professor of the Institutes and Prac¬ 
tice of Medicine and Clinical Practice in the University of Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

• 

1 WAS requested to visit Henry Davis, an apprentice to Mr. F. 
printer; Saturday, March 22d, 18£8. About two weeks previous, while 
running through the yard, he struck kis^igh against a splintered board 
projecting from a fence. A qnaall si^perficiajl V^nd had been made in 
the skin, and was dressed with adhesive^pluter. On Monday, the irth, 
. he complained of a pain in His neck, and of sore throat, but continued to 
attend to his duties. Friday, £Odi, .w&a »]i,jn^h-worse he was conimed 
to hod. Ati emetic was given, and.fSlIbWfi^ bjr a purge, which did 
not open tlie bowels; was very unweU. duriQ|^ jhe night, and ealiy in 
the morning calomel, grs. x. was adn^istefitd. 

I'his lad was twelve years oS. age, had enjoyed good health since he 
liad hoeu in the city, which was three jrears, and had walked rom 
Pittsburgh to Philadelphia.' He was well' made, stout liti^bed, and 
active. 

W'licn 1 saw him first, 1 found him labouring under tiieppisthotonir 
form of tetanus. The jaws were firmly fixed, the head drawn back, 
tlie bodyTortning an arch, the abdomen tense and hard, breath fetid. 
The wound in tlie thigh was very healthy in appearance, and had 
nearly cicatrized; it gave him no pain. 1 examined it well, but could 
. find no splinters in it. ^ 

A tourniquet was applied round the thigh, above the wound, an in¬ 
jection giv^n to open the bowels* and the spine directed to be cover¬ 
ed the wliole extent with leeclies. A small number only could be 
obtained, the stock in the city having been nearly exhausted through 
the course of the winter’s practice. Failing in the means to press 
this plan of treatment, the opiate method was adopted; two hundred 
drops were given’, to be repeated every hour and a half, increasing fifty 
drops with each dose. The spasms continued to augment in intensity; 
the laudanum appeared tq.occasion no marked effect, except some 
confusion of intellect, but Ikib const|ntly-g|^e coiTCct answers to ques¬ 
tions. He expired at 9, P- M. ha^i^ Sken one thousand five hun¬ 
dred drops of laudanum since twelve’^clock. 

Autops j', eigliteen hours after death, was performed the next day, by 
Doctor Ho(*ner, Adjunct Professor of Anatomy, With his usual accu¬ 
racy and minute observation. 

Xo. VI —Feb. 18£9. -11 
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The body was well proportioned, and father large for the age of 
the individual; discoloration of back, sides, and neck, from settling 
of blood; muscles of extremities rigid, those of the neck relaxed; right 
side of the thorax, rounded, fuller and larger than the left, which was 
contracted. 

The skin of the thigh, where the wound was situated, wa&f dissected 
off. On the inner surface there was no mark of injury or appearance that 
the wound had extended through the dkin. The fascia covering the mu s- 
cles presented no alteration to the eye; when raised a small discolour¬ 
ed spi^ the size of a pea, existed on the under surface, which was 
covered with fetid pus;'the muscular fiWes in immediate contact were 
hardened and inflamed, for about the space that would be covcreil by 
a sixpence. The fascia was separated into layers, and in its sub¬ 
stance was found imbedded a small splinter of wood, an eighth of an 
inch in length, and two lines in width. 

Brain.—The dura mator being raised, the veins were very turgid, 
and when the brain was r^ftioved, the blood ran freely from the vertebral 
veins and jugulars, when the head was pendent. The aracliiioid was 
perfectly transparent, but remarkably arid; it felt as thoiigli it had 
been wiped with a dry cloth: this appearance particularly attracted 
the attention of Doctor Horner and myself; neither of us had met 
with it previously. The vessels of the pia mater were turgid and con¬ 
gested with blood. 

The cortical substance of the brain was darker coloured than is 
common. The medullary substance exhibited numerous reddened 
spots, formed by oozing of blood from the extremities of divided ves¬ 
sels. It was very firm, not a particle of fii^id was contained in any 
ofthe ventricles. The cerebellum and medulla oblongata offered no 
unusual appearances. i. 

Spinid marrow.—The spinal canal was laid open to the last lum¬ 
bar vertebra. The arachnoid and pia^ater were natural in appear¬ 
ance;'the vessels in the last very full of blood, but which might be 
attributed to the position of the body: no fluid existed in the canal. 
The spinal cord was removed «ul carefully examined; like tlic brain, 
it 'liras uncommonly firm, but offered no positive pathological con¬ 
dition. 

Thorax.—The heart was;df'natural Wfe and® consistency: all its 
cavities were empty, no coagula of Mood in them. The right lung was 
very large, crepitating, in pei^ectly natural state as was also its in¬ 
vesting aeoops covering. The left lung was compressed into a solid 
mass, the size of the fist, but no other\>‘se changed in stmeture 

than what resulted from its condensed state; and the. cavity which it 
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left, wajrf filled with cellular tissue, apparently produced by lymph 
having been effused, and subsequently organised. 

Abdomen.—Stomach and intestines, except lower portion of ileum 
which was contracted, distended with flatus. Stomach contained the 
fluids, ajid milk coagulated, he had drunk before death. It was very 
much disl^ended; cardiac extremity, where the contents were princi¬ 
pally contained, was of faint red colour; no injection of vessels; the 
mucous tissue of this portion softened sb as to peel off by scratching it 
with the nail; in the other portions of the stomach it was whitish, thicker 
than is commonxy seen, natural firmndls. Small intestines contained 
no faeces; the mucous tissue natural whitish colour and consistency: 
large intestines loaded with liquid, greenish faeces; the tissues of na- 
•tural aspect. 

The liver and spleen exhibited nothing /different from their usual 
state. 

Remarks ,—A circumstance in this case, worthy of remark, is, that 
one lung alone performed the office of respiration, and was perfectly 
aflequale to all the purposes of heematosis, and of healthy nutritira, 
and not ineonipatibie with the possession of robust health. The pe¬ 
riod when he l^d suffered the attack of pluritis, from the effusion of 
which the left lung had been compressed, and had not again expand¬ 
ed, could not be ascertained. He had never spoken of any severe 
illness, previous to coming to the city, and he had enjoyed'fiill health 
during the three years he had resided in Philadelphia. 

The points in this case that invite attention, are, 1st. The wound 
was healthy and rapidly cicatrizing, and it is not presumable the ir- 
* rifatioi) which excited tlK tetanic affection emanate from this source; 
'2d. The minute splinter in the fascia, around which unhealthy pus 
had been ftH inod, it is probable Was the point whence the irritation 
was transiniltcd to the spinal marrow; 3d. An unusual aridness of 
the arachiioides and firmness^)f the brain and spinal marrow, were 
the sole appearances that could be connected urith the patholpgical 
state; and 4th. That a fatal tetanus may result from an irritation of 
the spinal marrow or brain, not sufficient to the excitation of inflaxa- 
maiion or alteration of structure. > 



Hays on tke Diteases of the Cornea. 




Art. Vir. (hi the Diseases of the Cornea. By Isaac Hays, M. 

one of the Surgeons of the PennsyWahta Infirmary for Diseases 

of the Eye and Ear. 

The impulse given to the study of pathology by Bichat, and so 
successfully pursued by his followers, has not only entirely changed 
the character of this department of medicine, but imparted a new as¬ 
pect to the whole science, which is no longer composed of depart¬ 
ments, ^ving no dependence 8r connexion with one another, but con¬ 
sists of a sin^e structure, of which anatomy is the basis, and physio- 
logy, pathology, and therapeutics constitute the successive super¬ 
structures. 

Patholog3^ formerly consisted in little else than uncertain groups of 
symptoms, to designate which an endless variety of names were ap¬ 
propriated—^for as these ^ups were founded on no certain bases, they 
were incessantly varying^new terms were necessarily required—no 
certainty could be attained in reference to the application of names 
prevlou^y given, and hence the inextricable confusion and absurdities 
of nosology* 

Every disease must consist in organic derangement, and this 
may be considerable, or so trifling, as not to be cognisable to our 
senses, or such that the powers of the system are sufficient to effect 
restoration; in these latter instances it has been erroneously consider¬ 
ed as mere disorder of function, for it is impossible to conceive of any 
derangement of function without an equivalent alteration of structure. 
Modern or physiological pathology is based on these morbid changes; 
symptoms are viewed merely as referring to, or as the means of ar¬ 
riving at.a knowledge of these ddrangements; and serxieiology has 
became a subsidiary department of pathology. Certain assemblages 
ofsymptOths arc no longer looked upon as a disease, but as ^‘evidences 
of unseen,’^ by reasoning from which, we arrive at a knowledge 
of the disorganizations by'which they are produced, and the disease 
itself is thus kept in wiew,‘and is a principal object, instead of the sig¬ 
nals by which it is made known. Semeiology has become more cer¬ 
tain and fixed, and pateology infinitely^|||||||Eited in importance, since 
it forms the only true basis d^iherapeum^ an acquaintance with the 
precise i^ture of the derangements, and the manner in which they are 
effecte4f!%onstituting an essential preliminary to a knowledge of the 
meugw correcting them, the great end of the healing art. 

No elass of diseases were involved by the old pathological doctrinc'i 



325 


Hays on the Diseases of the Cornea. 

ill more utter and apparently inextricable confusion than those of the 
eye. 8a embarrassed were the descriptions of these affections, and 
so forbidding their nomenclature, that the medical s1;pdent turned from 
the study of them in hopeless disgust, and for a long time their treat¬ 
ment wa^ abandoned to itinerant practitioners. Physiological medi¬ 
cine has thrown a new light upon these complaints; some of the most 
distinguished men in the profession are engaged in their investiga¬ 
tion, and ophthalmic diseases must soon be as thoroughly understood 
as those of any other organ. 

In tlie preceding series of this jounAl we attempted to withdraw 
the diseases of the conjuncti^, sclerotica, and iris, from the obscu¬ 
rity in which they were involved, by applying to them the lights of 
•physiological pathology; on the present occasion we propose making 
a similar attempt in relation to the affections of the cornea. 

When it is considered that the integrity of this part is essential to .the 
exercise of one of our most important sensea-^^at its diseases illus¬ 
trate those of vital organs, and which cannot during life be subjected 
to examination—and that the most erroneous ideas are entertained re¬ 
specting its pathology,* though its situation and structure afford sin¬ 
gular facilities for the study of its diseases—this essay, should we 
merely succeed in attracting attention to the subject, will not be with¬ 
out value. 

The cornea consists of three distinct tissues; an extemaf covering 
which is a continuation of the conjunctiva; its proper substance; and 
an internal lining membrane. 

The conjunctival coat of the cornea ia a mucous membrane, ex¬ 
tremely delicate, transparent, colourless, devoid of epithelium, and, 
in a healthy state at least, exhibits no villi or follicles. It is abun¬ 
dantly supplied with blood-vessels, and is united to the subjacent 
cornea by a cellular tissue, which is too shorttobe demonstrated. From 
no villi or follicles being perceptible in it, and its acute inflananation 
usually terminating in effusion of lymph, as in serous tissues, it is 
regarded by some pathologists as belonging to this class, whOe others 
consider it a sero-mucous membrane. It certainly is more closely 
connected with its subjacent tissue than^y other of its class, and 
suffers considerable mod^ation of character; but we inclined to 
consider it still as eksentu|B^ a mucous membrane, lymph never being 

It has been gravely asserted by a dtstingulshed surgeon of Edinburgh, in a 
paper only^ecently published, that ulcer of the cornea arising from gonorrhoea, 
differs from that produced by any other cause, and may be distinguished by its 
sfutpe. Wemav safely leave the refiitation of this rtbsurdity to the good sensc’of 
«ur readers. 
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poured out from itsi free surface as in seVous tissues, but always in 
its substance, or into the subjacent cellular tissue.^ 

The second coat, or the proper substance of the cornea is a trans¬ 
parent, insensible, elastic, fibro-cartila^nous tissue, and consists of 
two portions. The external portion is composed of a number of con¬ 
centric or parallel lamina, connected by a cellular tissue,*^the cells 
of which are fi^lled with an unctuous fluid, having all the characters 
of the imperfectly coagulated, diaphanous mucus, which occurs in 
the centre of the inter-vertebral fibro-cartilages. This cellular tissue 
is abundantly supplied with absorbents. By boiling the cornea, we 
obtain gelatine similar to that obtained from the other flbro-cartilages. 
M. OENDRiN^t in his admiralde work, informs us, that when we tear 
the cornea after macerating it for a long time in a mineral acid, it 
ruptures parallel to its circumference, as if by the separation of con¬ 
centric fibres; it is, however, impossible to render these fibres visi¬ 
ble, but M. G. tliinks that the above experiments, and several pa¬ 
thological considerations prove their existence. The internal portion 
is very dense, and is united to the other by cellular tissue. It is 
very important to bear in mind feese , 1^0 divisions, as the patliulo- 
g^cal phenomena which they exhibit are somewhat diferent, and in 
consequence of the greater density of the internal lamina, it is much 
more difficult to penetrate with cutting instruments than the exterior 
ones, and in operating for cataract by extraction, the knife is apt to 
be turned by the former portion, and the instrument, instead of 
passing through the anterior chamber is inserted between the two 
portions of the cornea we have described. The blood-vessels of 
this coat are derived from the sclerotica,^nd in a hcaltliy state, 
like tile vessels of the other parts of the cornea, they carry a colour¬ 
less fluid. t. 

The third tissue is an extremely delicate serous membrane, which 
lines tile internal surface of the cornea; and is intimately attached to 
it. existence of this membrane has been denied by some anato¬ 
mists, and it must be confessed tiiat no one has succeeded in demon¬ 
strating ifby dissection,! but its existence is rendered highly probable 

* At least we have never seen filaments of lyinph'formed on its free surface 
as occur in serous membrane^. and. if.it ever happens, it cannot be of more fre¬ 
quent occurrence than lo omer niueous membranes, as on the laryng-eal miimns 
membrane in croup, 

t Anatomique des Inflammations, Vol. I. p, 331. 

t C)|||H|rBell, however, says in his Anatomy, Vol. III. p, 249,1.ondon, 1803, 
*‘af]bei^|Keration, 1 have found raised in the fluid a very flelioate and trans¬ 
parent membrane from the Internal surface of the cornea.” 
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fruni anidogy, and is we thmk, proved by several pathological pheno- 
mena which we shall indicate hereafter. 

We have thus briefly noticed the anatomical structure of the cor¬ 
nea, and tlie physiological characters of the tissues which enter into Its 
composition; wc shall now attempt to trace the pathological changes 
efl'ceted ih these tissues by disease, and their treatment. 

1. Infimtmalion of the Mucous Covering Mmbi mt* 

t • • 

Ist. Jlcute Itflammation.^*T\i^ first change produced in the mu¬ 
cous membrane of the cornea by acute# inflammation, is a slight loss 
of transparency, arising fronPtw great a fullness of its serous ves¬ 
sels. This being tlie effect of simple congestion, is immediately re- 
. moved on tlie restoration of the circulation. If the irritation, how- 
. ever, is continued, the colourless vessels become so distended as to 
admit red blood, and tliey can then be readily distinguished. 
Around tliese vessels thei'e is an effusion of coagulable lymph, , pro- 
dticirig at first a slight cloudiness; but as the. inflammation advances 
mure lyjnpli is poured out, the conjunctiva becomes of considerable 
diickncss, opaque, loses its smoothness and pplish, and finally the 
vessels become varicose, transmit red blood, the lymph is organiz¬ 
ed, and the natural appearance of the conjunctiva is entirely de¬ 
stroy cil. 

The inilamination may be arrested at various periods of its progress, 
the absorbents take up tiie effused lymph, and the transparency of the 
Conjunctiva be entirely restored. The degree of opacity removed by 
these vessels is often surprising, especially in children. We have 
seen in infants in whcipi the whole conjunctiva of the cornea was 
thickened and opaque, in consequence of punform inflammation im¬ 
mediately after birth, the lymph*entirely absorbed, and the transpa¬ 
rency of the cornea perfectly restored^ ' . 

The indications of cure an:e first to arrest the inflammation, , and 
tlieii to promote absorption. The first is to be accomplished by 
general and local depletion, revulsives, and diet. In healthy indivi¬ 
duals, general depiction is to be preferred to local; when the patient 
will not, however, bear the former, or affm* it has been employed to 
sufficient extent, topical depletion nuty be had recourse tO, and for 
this purpose we us\Ally prefer cups, wych. may be^applied to the^tem- 
plcs or behind the ears and back of the neck; the former situation is 
usually the best: or leeches may be placed behind the ears, but not 
to the eyelids as usually recommended; we have never seen them ap¬ 
plied there in tlie early stages of acute inflammation of the conjunc¬ 
tiva, that they did not aggravate the mischief. 
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The bowels are to be kept open by saline purgatives, and the most 
ri^d diet enjoined. 

After the violence of the inflammation has been subdued by these 
measures, blisters will be found serviceable; earlier than this, how¬ 
ever, tlicy invariably do mischief. They may be applied behind the 
ears, to the back of the neck, to the temples, or to the arms or legs; the 
two first situations are usually to be preferred; after the inflamma¬ 
tion has beefi entirely subdued, and we wish to institute a permanent 
drain, they may be applied to the arms or the legs, especially the for¬ 
mer, with advantage; or a setMswill answer this last purpose exceed- 
ingly welli As revulsives in the earlieihstages, pediluvia will be found 
uaemi* ^ 


lYhen the inflammation is dissipated, stimulants must be applied tc 
the cornea to promote the ^d>sorption of the efiused lymplj, and for this 
purpose an immense of-remedies have been recommended; the 

bert are the nitrate of silver, the ted precipitate ointment, the corrosive 
sublimate, and sulphate of copper. 1 prefer ofthese, the nitrate of silver, 
which should be employed m solution, one to four grains to the ounce 
of iiftUled water, dropped into the several times a day. This st*- 
lutioiksoon decomposes unless kep^om the air and ..light; as soon, 
therefore, as it assumes a reddish colour, and small particles are seen 
floating in it when shaken, fresh should be prepared. ■ The corrosive 
sublunajfo'is used in solution, one or two grains to the ounce of dis¬ 
tilled water. Much difficulty is often experienced in applying these 
solutions to the eye; it may be accomplished]with great ease by means 
of a small quill or glass tube about two inches long, which should be 
uitroduced half, way into the solution, and the upper orifice then 
closed with a finger; the eyelids are to be separated, and tlie lower 
end <dihe, quill or tube placed nea** the xornea; the finger being now 
removed from the orifice, the fluid will flow out. Great care should 


be taken not to employ these remedies too early, that too much 
action be not excited by them, and that it be only temporary; other¬ 
wise, instead of absorption being promoted, there will be an increas¬ 
ed deposition of lymph. 

Dupuyteen, we learn, is extremely successful in the treatment *d 
^^cities of the cornea. . He removes the inflaipmation by the usual 
readies, and then ondhrs to be blown into the' eye equal parts of 
pri^rad tutty, sugar candy, and cr.lomel mixed together and reduced 

Tbk he continues for several weeks, and 
seldom fails to effect a cure. If the opacity is very old 
introduces a seton into the back of the neck, and the 
powder is blown into the eye some minutes at a time. 



329 


Hays on the Diseases of the Corneas 

In several cases ol' extensive opaciiies of the corneal cunjuiictivat of 
!png standing, we have employed with great advantage finely powdered 
loaf-sugar and calomel, applied to the spot with a camel’s hair brush. 

Local stimulants will not, however, always succeed in effecting 
absorption; when this is the case, mercury should be resorted to, but 
not to tin* extent of producing salivation. We usually prefer the 
calomel in combination witli tartrite of antimony and nitre; the pro¬ 
portion of nitre being larger than in the common nitrous powders. 
Few opacities, except in very depraved constitutions, or where the 
lymph is organized, will resist the judicious employment of this com¬ 
bination; with a solution of filtrate of silver, to the eye, or the calo¬ 
mel and loaf-sugar, together witli a drain established by a seton in the 
Micrk, or a perpetual blister to the arms. It is, however, often ne¬ 
cessary to continue these, remedies for a considerable time* 

2d. CliiroiHc Inflammation,~\n chronic inflammation tlie blood¬ 
vessels soon become varicose, convey red blood, and anastomose fre- 
4|ueritly. Tlie effusion of lymph is usually more general than in acute 
inflammation, producing a geQ^^; Opacity and thickening of the con¬ 
junctiva; this (oembrane seems to lose its close attachment to its sub¬ 
jacent < issue; the cornea becomes affected, and frequefitly “resem¬ 
bles in appearance tlic green colour which is presented by the frac¬ 
ture of common gunilint; sufficiently diaphanous to admit the percep- 
fiun of light, yet too opaque to rendm: external objects visible to the 
patient, excepting by tiieir shadows, rendering it impossible to ascer¬ 
tain the colour of tlie iris, or distinguish the limits of tlie pupil.”* 

Tji the ti'catment of this inflammation, gmieral blood-lettii^ will be 
found of little service; topical depletion is much more useful. ITie 
solution ofmitrate of silver should- early be resorted to, and after¬ 
wards the solution of corrosive sublimate or the red precipitate oint¬ 
ment may be substituted, if the first does not succeed in efiTecting a 
cure. Jllislers arc useful, and in some cases we have seenap¬ 
plied with ailvanj^ge over tlic eyelids. 'Rie vai'icose vessels should 
be divi<led with a knife, or elevated with a smaU hook and a poison 
cut out with scissors. 

'rids lullamination is ofton excited apd kept.up hy a granuk^ state 
of the eyelids, iti others by the invej^pn of .the lids, in auchca^iwe 
need not expect a cure until the jsaulie producing it is removed* f' ' 
Prcterng,tural Growths produced hy Chronic IrifltmvnaHon^ —Cir- 
< umscribed tumours, of a dense and firm texture, are sometimes formed 


’ Vcltli. A Tractical 'frcatisc on tlie Diseases of tlic JSyc, p. 68. 
No. VI.—Feb. 18*20. 4*2 
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upon the conjunctiva of the cornea, and attain a considerable magni¬ 
tude, but such cases are rare. Mr. Travers says tliat he lias ex¬ 
cised the anterior hemisphere of the eyeball in an elderly lady, in 
whom the cornea was concealed by a tumour of a dark purple colour, 
protruding to such an extent between the eyelids, as to occasion great 
inconvenience and deformity. It had the appearance of beii% disposed 
in lobes, son^ewhat resembling a bunch of currants of unequal size. 
On dissection, the cornea and sclerotica proved to be entire, and the 
morbid growth lying upon and adhering to the comeal and a small 
portion of the sclerotic surface had acquired the lobulated appearance, 
as ^^by <di%eneration of the covering conjunctiva^ for delicate white 
bands, tlie only vestiges of this membrane, were seen intersecting tlic 
lobules at irregular distances, in the form of septa. The substance, 
on section, was firm, of a dark colour here and there mottled with 
white, and measured a quarter of an inch in tliickiiess, from the ex 

ternal surface of the cornea/?* 

' <• 

. 3d* Vesicular /n/Zommo^n.—In certain cases of mild inflamma- 
tloit) the serous vessels pour out a fluid either in tlie substance of Llie 
ci^yq^ctiva, or in its subjacent cellular tissue. This secretion is 
very c&cumscribed, and forms small diaphanous vesicles, which usu¬ 
ally burst, discharge their contents, and leave an ulccr.t This may 
eXtehd^^ the proper coat of the cornea, or the breach may be repair¬ 
ed. Tltis reparation may be effected by the lymphatic vessels, and 
without any red vessels being visible, most frequently, however, blood¬ 
vessels maybe seen running to the ulcer, these deposit a yellowi.sli 
IjFmph, which is sometimes removed^bj theutbsorbenis, at otliers re¬ 
mains, forming an opaque cicatrix. 

Thia inflammation is to be treated by topical depletion revulsives, 
and astringent washes, the best of which are the nitrate of silver and 
sulphate of copper. 

4th. Puatutar .A^/Zoimnation.—Pustules are not unfrcquently form¬ 
ed in the. conjunctiva of the cornea, and as in other mucous mem¬ 
branes,, they are the result of inflammation of mucous follicles; we 
ime foclmed to consider theni here as the cons^uence of follicular 
^'^^^^mation, though i!|ilti(des have not been as yet demonstrated iu 
' It may be suppose^ bj seme, that these pustules are mere 
ses; we cannot, hoWever, consider them as such, ■ since they 
lleil^bit the common appearances, nor follow the usual course 

* Syaspsis of the Diseases of the Eye* p. 102, ed. 3d. London, 1824. 

I This afTection has been described by Gendrin. Op. cit. Vol. I. p. 523 
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of abscesses, and they often occur as concomitants of unquestion¬ 
ably follicular inflammations, as small-pox, aphtliac, &c. These pus¬ 
tules are usually situated near the margin of the cornea. At the very 
commencement of this inflammation, minute fasciculi of vessels pre¬ 
senting a ^riangular form, may be perceived running upon the cornea, 
and at the point of each plexus a pus^le forms. At Erst, this pus. 
tulc appears in the form of a dusky, yellow, 6r reddish spot, a little 
elevated above the surface of the cornea, and in a short time be¬ 
comes a conical tumour. Coagulable lymph iB\aecreted around the 
fasciculi of vessels, and the cornea in file vkinity of thB pustule be¬ 
comes more or less dense. The vesselsalways run in fasciciSi, pointing 
towards the pustule, and the redness is never diffused, as in common, 
acute, or chronic inflammation. This disease is attended from the 
commencement with pain, usually very acute, and lachrymation; 
tliese subside as the disease advances. If the inflammation is Hot 
now arrested, a straw-coloured purulent fluid is secreted in the ptts- 
tule, its apex ulcerates; it discharges' its contents, and an ulcep is 
left, the edges of which are opaque* The ulceration may extend to 
the cornea, or restoration take; 'place; this lattef is effected by 
effusion of coagUlabIc lymph, which becomes organized,^and the 
plus is cither absorbed, or an opaque cicatrix is left. 

The inflammation in this disease is very apt to return on |^y hli^t 
irritation. In some cases where it returns frequently, thd'pUStule 
seldom ulcerates, but disappears gradually, after having remained a 
few days. 

This disease sometimes occurs simultaneously with, and appears to 
be connected with small-{lox, a^thm, and similar affections; at others, 
it appears to be produced by some circumscribed local irritation, or 
to be dependant upon a peculiar diathesis or state of the consfltUtlon. 
It usually occurs in children,,and sometiines spreads through schools 
and large families; it is met with, however, in persons of all q^s. 
These pustules bear some analogy to the aphthae observed in ca¬ 
vity of the mouthy on the tongue, lips, and on. the internal surfa^ of 
the intestinal canal, and Professor HihIt ssys that at a time tvhhh 
aphthae of the throat were very frequent at Brunswick, he also, found 
many small vesiclesJiieginning with ap iximiaipation (Mf thysd^OBc 
coat, and also sometimes, but more rarely the cornea,^ 
saw a whole family affected with thia diSesIse, one after another. It 

was,’’ say?he, true catarrhal affection, and in some cases these 

vesicles disappear by diaphoretic medicines, in some by blisteiw, 
camphor, and antimony, without any local application, except muci¬ 
laginous ones. 1 think that it is just the same disease as of 
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the intestinal canal, of the corona of the glans penis, and other fine 
continuations of the external skin. Those on the cornea becom** 
worse if they are opened, and if they open themselves and fonn ulcers, 
they generally dry up by means of borax and white vitriol, but if they 
are neglected, they cause sometimes considerable ulcers which are 
.very obstinate and hurtful to the cornea.”* 

In the treatment of this Inflammation, general blood-letting is not 
often demanded; topical depletion, however, is almost always useful, 
and this may be e'fected either by cups or leeches. The bowels 
should be kept open, aud for this purpose we prefer in the first in¬ 
stance cal^nv'J, and then a mixture of pulv. rhei and creta ppl. Blis¬ 
ters are also useful, and they should be applied to the back of tlie 
neck, behind the ears, or to the arm, and kept open. If the pain is 
very violent, fomentations will sometimes afford considerable relief. 
After the inflammation is reduced by these measures, the astringent 
coUyria should be employed; the best is the solution of nitrate of sil¬ 
ver. In the very onset of the disease it is also useful, ami shoubl the 
patient be seen early enough, by touching the plexus of vessels with the 
arg;ent. nit. and administering at tljE^ -same time a smart purgative, 
the disease inay occasionally he arrested. In the latter stages of tliis 
disease the vinum opii has been strongly recommended. AV'e cannot 
say any^thing respecting its value from our own observation, as wc 
have experience* with the remedy in ophthalmic inflammation. 
In a few instances in which we employed it, we derived little or no 
advantage from it, and therefore have not persevered in its use, but 
it has been so highly extolled by respectable writers, that its utility 
in some cases can scarcely be^oubt^ When the pustule isevident- 
Ij filled with pus, and thm is no prospect of its being absorbed, it 
IB better to open it at once, carefully with a sliarp cataract needle. 
The ulcer that is left maybe cured, and the absorption of the lymph 

pron^oted by the judicious use of the nitrate of silver and revulsives. 

* 

5ib. C7ceraHoe/ii/&(fnf»a/ion.^Thc conjunctiva bears the same rela¬ 
tion to tile corneatiiat the synovial meittfarane does to curtilage, and pe- 

We have made this quotation, fibr which we are indebted to Wardrop’s va- 
essays on the morifid anatimiy of the human eye, never having seen the 
tij^nal,) With some licsitadon, as the disease is termed vesicular. Whether the 
a jE R w^ o n contisted of true pustules or really were vesicles, or whether an error 
tiMflfttfll iMWifritted by the author or the tiunslator, we are unable to deteiTninc. 
but ah l||||||ns^ are stud to resemble aphthae, which are true pustules, i. e 

inflamidiiijbis of cryptac, we are inclined to believe that there Is a mistake 
somewhere, and that the disease consisted of pustules. 



Hays on the Diseases of the Cornea. 


333 


riosteuni to bone, and like these membranes, it is much less disposed 
ulcerate than the part it covers. Ulcers, however, do form in it, 
and they are described by M. Gendrin,* as always commencing by 
the formation of a very small tubercle, at first red, very little promi¬ 
nent, ami soon of an ashy white. This small tubercle, which is pro¬ 
duced by^nflaramatory effusion into the conjunctiva, has been ofteiv 
mistaken for abscess beneath or in the thickness of die conjunc¬ 
tiva. As soon as the ulceration has destroyed this tumour, we see 
a solution of continuity having elevated edges, livid red, irregular, 
and at the base grayish. remains'in this state duHngthe exist¬ 

ence of the inflammation, but when cicatrization is, abaumommenc- 
ing, tl'.e edges of the ulcer become less prominent, the redness less 
'livid, (he base of the ulcer assumes a reddi|h appearance, the'size of 
the ulcer diminishes, and if it has not extended beyond the thickness 
of the cornea, it appears like a slight.excoriation. This may be tile 
usual appearance and progress of ulcers of the cornea, but they cer¬ 
tainly do not always commence in this manner. They often succeed 
vesicular and pustular inflammation; aiid we'have seen them'appa¬ 
rently produced by a real ulcerative absorption, the cornea exhibit¬ 
ing no a])pareflt loss of transparency, and no coloured vessels Or 
lymph being visible. 

Eliza Davis, mtat thirty, servant, applied to the Pennsy^QniaSye 
Iniinnary, January 30th, 1824. She had slight inflamma^n of the 
^'onjunctiva of one eye, and an indistmetness of vision, for which 
there was no visible cause. By the loss'of a little blood, purging, 
and low diet, the inflammatioti abated in a few days, but ,the indis¬ 
tinctness of vision inefeased*^^^ At this period the cornea, though 
transparent, did not present a perfectly natural appearance, and on 
carefully examining it in certain positions, a very minute, irrejgalar 
tlepression was observed by tjje irregular reflection of the lighb ""On 
examination with a microscope, at least fifty ulcers were seen'^n the 
cornea, all so minute that they could not be perceived by the niaked 
eye; the one first seen was evidentFy filmed by the union of 
three or four. These ulcers remained for seteiralVeeks, but ultimate¬ 
ly entirely healed. At no period was ther^ any effused lymph or red 
vessels to be seen op the comeal conjunctiva."-'' 

Mr. Ryall is, we believe, the only wriW who has ^tided ibftse 
minute ulcers.t ’* . • 

• Op. Cit. Vol. I. p. 683. 

I Transactions of the Association of Fellows and iLicentiate.s of the King and 
Quccn*5 College of Fhysicians in Ireland, Vol. V. p. 2. 
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The first object to be attained in the treatment, is the reduction of 
the inflammation, and next to promote cicatrization. The first is to 
be accomplished by the usual ^tiphlogistic measures, and for the 
second, the best remedy is the sdlution of nitrate of silver. Mr. Ryall 
says-*^ that he has not unfrequcntly known patients of weakly, stru¬ 
mous habits to have been condemned to long confinement in dark¬ 
ened apartments, to a strict antiphlogistic regimen, and even to the 
influence of mercury, whose miseries might have been in a great mea¬ 
sure curtailed, (lad the precise nature of their complaint been timely 
discovered and the nitrate silver applied.’’ These measures will' 
usually efl^lcA cure; should they fail, and the ulceration involve the 
proper lamina of the cornea, we shall point out the treatment when 
we come to consider the ulcerative inflammation of this part. 


II. Inflammati^ of the proper tissue of the Cornea* 

let. JietUe ir^ammationi^^The first step of acute inflammation is 
evinced by engorgement of the vessels of the part, and in the cornea 
it )>ecpmes visible by a slight bauness or loss of transparency. At 
tiUa stage, resolution may take place by the contraction of the lyinpha- 
tic' VesBels to their original diameters; but if the disease progresses, 
the vessels become distended, and first admit a dense coagulable 
lymph, a^d then the red globules of tlie blood and deep-seated 
vessels may be seen in the substance of the cornea, always running 
from the circumference towards the centre of the part. 'Fhese ves¬ 
sels are usually most visilde at the junction of the sclerotic coat with 
the^comea, and on close observation they may be seen forming at 
this part a beautiful rCd ^one' of rectilineal* vessels, which zone is 
v^y diflerebt fmn that occurring in iritis; the latter being formed by 
anastomosing vessels,' and situaW a short distance from 'the cornea, 
leaving a whitish zone within it. The, inflammation may terminate 
in elision of coagulable lymph, or a puriform lymph, usually suc¬ 
ceeded by ulceration, or the action may be so violent as to pro¬ 
duce gangrene or slmighing; in some few cases blood has been 
efliised between the'lauttnae ^ the con^^. The lymph is generally 
deposited in the cellular* tissue connecting the laminae; and the extent 
of tins efiusion varies, sometimito being confined,to a small space, at 
otitbrn occiqtying the whole'of ^ cornea. If the inflammation has 
not been very violent, or is early ai rested, the lymph may be remov- 
edeto they^orbents^ and the tiwisparency of the cornea in great 
entirely restored; sometimes, however^ the lymph bc- 


* Op. Cit. p. 3. 
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comes organised, and red vessels may be seen I'amilying through U. 
(f the inflammation is severe, and continues for any length of time, 
considerable disorganization is produced, the cornea swells, its ves¬ 
sels become varicose, and transmit ted blood; its laminae are sepa¬ 
rated, coagulable lymph is effused in their substance and between 
their laminae, and the whole cornea becomes tliickened, opaque, an4 
spongy. The pain that attends this disease is very various, and 
seems to depend upon the extent to which the. ^lerotica and the in¬ 
ternal tissues are involved. 

Inflammation of the cornea may be ]Ax)dQced by extension from the 
sclerotica or conjunctiva, and^y ^e usual causes of inflqjn Attion else¬ 
where^ Persons with a scrofulous censtitotioil.are'peculiarly liable 
*to it, and in them, it is very difficult of cure, the disease often as¬ 
suming a chronic character and relapses taking place on the slightest 
exposure to the exciting causes. 

In the management of acute inflamination of the cornea^ the’im¬ 
portance of the organ affected, and ther^idity with which disoi^mii- 
/.ation may take place, must be kept constantly in mind. The treat¬ 
ment must of course be regulated by .the violence of the inflammqtldli 
and tlie habit of the patient, butpromptand efficient measures should 
always be adopted. In the commencement, general bloodletting is 
almost alwaysMemanded, and for this purpose opening the temporal 
artery has been highly recommended by some writer^. 
aware of any advantages that it possesses oVer venesection^ and a 
bandage around the head being usually necessary to arrest the 4ow 
of blood, the circulation of the head U impeded, and its vessels be¬ 
come engorged; and even if no bandage be required, the wound ge¬ 
nerally proves a very injurious source of irritation; venesection shoutd 
tlicrefore ahvays be preferred wh^re it can be accomplished. After 
general depletion has been carried as. far as the violence of the dis¬ 
ease may demand, or the constitution of the patient justify, tfi^ical 
depletion will generally be required. It is impossible to lay down 
any vciy accurate rules by which it may be. known, at what .period, 
and under what circumstandii, topical is to bOsubstituted foi^general 
depletion. In inflammation of .organs noi'easential to life, occurring 
in healthy individuals, and where none* organs are impli¬ 

cated, general depletion may be pu^ed to «;:^^ter ektemt thw is 
usually supposed, and with muck advantage; and the usual erior we 
suspect is in not depleting sufficiently. But in diseases of vital or¬ 
gans, or where these have become dee{fly implicated, and where the 
inflammation has been of long continuance, and become established, 
and especially in broken down or depraved constitutions—topical 
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must be early substituted for general cTepIetion, and often entirely 
depended on; as the latter, in these cases, debilitate the healthy oi;- 
gans more than it relieves the affected ones, and the restorative powers 
are thus weakened or destroyed." When a good deal of pain attends 
the disease, much relief is often afforded by fomentations, especially 
,by means of flannel wi'ung out of a hot decoction of p^ppy-hcads; 
but these applications should not be too long continued, and warm 
poultices should be, invariably avoided as eminently injurious, pro- 
inoting suppuradoit^il disoiganization of the cornea. 

Purgatives and revulsives Will be found highly useful; their cin- 
plojnient mi\^t be regulated by the same rules as laid down in inflam- 
mation of tlie conjunctiva; a proper diet must also be enjoined. 

The inflammation being reduced by th^ above measures, if opacity 
remains from the effusion of lymph, its s^oi'ption must be pi-omoted 
by keeping down the inflammatory action by occasional local deple¬ 
tion, by low diet, by stlmulMlng applications, such as the solutions 
of nitrate of silver and cotrosivb sublimate, red precipitate ointment,* 
&c. When other means fail, mercury urged to salivation in combi 
niffion with the above means, will sometimes succeed; but wc prefer 
Sse combination already noticed of calomel, nitre, and tartar emetic; 
and think we have derived most advantage from its alterative action, 


than wh^n urged to salivation. In scrofulous persons, salivation is 
much tb, be deprecated; we have seen such kept under the long- 
continued influence of mercury for opacities of the cornea, to the 
great injury of their constitutions and the evident aggravation of the 
disease, relapses of inflammation, occurring on every variation of tem 
perature, from the increased susceptibilities thus created, and the 
resseU of the cornea becking, from the frequent attacks of disease, 
permanently enlarged. In such bases the alterative cfl'cct attained 
by the use of the-combination just noticed, will often be found useful, 
but should be administered with caution, and frequently intermitted 
for fear of salivation, and during these intervals tiic bowels should be 
kept free by the< daily.administration of rhubarb ai^d prepared chalk. 

When the varicoiBe vessels ‘belong^'^the conjunctiva, it has been 
recommended to take up a fold of this-membrane, and excise a small 


{Wrtion so as ^m,Tor^.when they are^'-somewhat deeper to 

^ide knil^ but bur own experience would not lead us to 

much tn favour of th» ]Baeticeii 

{Meinpitaic oiatmeut should be yeiy carefully made, or it will he 
'bf more injui-y lliati benefit. The preci^ itate should he first reduced 
1o ani^ndpablc powder, and then intimately mixed witli fresh lard or butter 


should not be used after it has become rancid. 
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By the judiciou:^ employment of the means indicated, very exten¬ 
sive opacities of the cornea may be removed; indeed, unless the lymph 
has become or^nized, great benefit^ or even a cure is mostiy'''eflrect- 
cd, especially in young patients; aiid even where the lymph has be¬ 
came in a degree organized, and varicose vessels are seen running to 
tlie part, seething is often gained. For when both cornem are affectech 
in their whole extent, and only a portion is rendered transparent, if 
this is not over the natural pupil, an artificial o^e may be made op- 
|;osite to it, and a useful degree of vision re8tor^> 

f 

Hd, Chronic /n/2amma/ion.»This produces a slow ^ange in the 
texture of the cornea, rendering it optaque, indurated, condensed, and 
nnore easily turn than in health. Such disorganization is not pro¬ 
duced in llie cornea, without the infiammation extending to the eon- 
junciiva, and often to the sclerotica; lymph is deposited in both th^e 
tunics, especially the foimer, which loses its transparency, and the 
latter its blue colour. The globe of the eye appears as if covert 
with a fibrous fascia, Uie fibres of which converge towards the centre 
of the cornea, which part presents a yellow^ pearly appearance,' not 
unaptly compared to that of the inside of an oyster-shell, and vari¬ 
cose vessels ramily over it. 

Such cases ufe generally beyond tlic resources of art, tlie.e&sion of 
lynijih having usually been sO profuse as to agglutinate tHfe cells of 
the interlamellar tissue, and the absorbents are no longer capable 
of effecting its removal. 

A deposit of lymph, formed perhaps by a slow, chronic inflamma- 
“lioii, is often seen in oliU men; the lymph is deposited in a regular 
circle around the cornea, forming what lias been denominated the 
arcus scnilisi Mr. Wardrop^ sa^ that he has seen it at all periods 
of life, even in very young subjects. 

' t 

3d. Stfppierutivc Infiammoiion. —Inflammation, of the corneajnftre: 
ly, if ever, terminates by the effusion of true puS^ but instead of tlds 
iluid, a tenacious, yellowish sttl^stance^ partaking/more of the natuire 
and properties of lymph, is secreted in tee cellular tissue connecUng 
tlie lamina; of the cornea. This terinin9.tion^ ifl.)ike access in com¬ 
mon cellular tissue. * When the depbut ia it ^^jBfeqoently re¬ 

moved by the absorbents, and often iyiteoa.t any Vesti^ being left. 
*8omclimes ^uagulable lymph is claused round the deposit, or in its 
place, and a permanent cloudiness is left. When ilie deposit of pUS 
is large, tlic superficial lamina arc usually removed by absorption, 

r)|i. ci» Vol. I. 
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the contents of the abscess are thrown off in the same manner as 
sloughs, and an ulcer is left This may heal by the usual process^ 
and th^ transparency of the cornea^be restored, even when a considera¬ 
ble portion of it has bi'en affected. Mr. Vetch* says that he has 
seen the cornea not only recover its transparency after two4hirds of 
its extent had been destroyed in this way, but that he has^requently 
procured a transparent cicatrization after the second, and even 
third attack of inflmtnation, followed by ulcer and slough. 

The treatment must be commenced by reducing the inflammation, 
whijch is to be accomplished b'^ the manures already noticed | princi¬ 
pally topical depletion and purgatives, as the disease is usually not 
v^y violent, and blisters should'early be resorted to; by these means 
thc^ ^fiUsion will generally be absorbed. When the abscess is very 
superficial) and the external laminae are bulged out, it is well to open 
it'with a cataract needle, and evacuate its contents by entangling 
them with the point of the neefie, and drawing them out. In abscess 
deeply seated, nojnlTantage is obtained from this practice. When 
thu effusion is very large, and there is a disposition to slough, as 
ustidly occurs in depraved constitutions, the system must be support¬ 
ed l>y tonics, such as the sulphuric acid, bark, &c.'and a nourish¬ 
ing ^e^t 

4th. tj^herative Ii^ktmmaiion.’~-T\\G cornea, like the other libro- 
cartilages, very frequently ulcerates. The conjunctiva bears the same 
rclatimi to the cornea, as we have already observed, that penostcum 
dqes to bone, 'imd perichondriunrto cartilage^ and when the former is 
removed, either by abrasion, the rupture 6f pustules, or destroyed 
by diemical agen^ a portion of the cornea being exposed, sometimes 
dies, and is removed by absorption!^ leaving an ulcer. Ulcers are also 
produced by mechanical injuries^but pounds of the cornea often heal 
without ulceration,healing process being at once established. The 
shape And appearance of ulcers are very various, sometimes appear- 
ii^like little excavations, with little or no surrounding opacity; 
n^st generally, however, lym^ is around them, and at their 

h^Ae* Mr. Yetcht shys ihai^ey have a disposition rather to spread 
Wl^ to dee^^ whHe Mr. I^A^ropf asserts tljat they are more apt 

tU^in breadth. The fact seems to us to be, tliai 
w^n the sides of the ulcer'are nof limited by coagulable lymph, they 
s|jjWid,P^re readily than they penetrate, but when lymph is deposit- 

it seems to afrest their spreading, and they are ilis- 


•Op. 
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posed to deepen, until they *arrive at tiie inner lamina of the cornea, 
V^hich ulcerating less readily than the others, the progress of the 
ulcer is for a time arrested, but if the disposition to diae^ is 
not removed, this check is but t^lnporary^ and the ulceration may 
spread ox deepen, or both, the internal membrane not affording any 
effectual terrier to the ulcerative process. 

As soon as the internal lamina is sufficiently thin and weakened by 
the ulceration, which, if the ulcer is broad, early happens, it is push¬ 
ed forwards by the pressure of the aqueous huQlQa^; or if the ulcer is 
small, this lamina may ulcerate through, and then the serous internal 
membrane is protruded, in the form of a transparent Reside, which 
soon ruptures, and the aqueous humour is discbaiged. If the ulcer 
*is within the limits of the iris, the latter floats forwan^and c<M%Qla- 
ble lymph is secreted, uniting the iris with the edge of the ulcer and 
closing the opening. The aqueous hunfour being rapidly regenerat¬ 
ed, however, before the breach is repaired or sufficiently stren^en^ 
to resist pressure, a rupture again takes place, and the humour is eva¬ 
cuated; and this is frequently repeated before a sufficient quantify 
of lymph is effused to render the breach strong enough to saj^rt 
Ulc pressure the aqueous humour. When the ulcer is near' the 
centre, this rupture occurs more frequently, as the iris cannpt assist 
in closing the Orcach. After the protruded membrane is sufficiently 
strengthened by the lymph to sustain the pressure, it is theii pushed 
forward, and the iris with it, if the latter has become adherent to it 
X complete hernia is thus formed, the pressure of which upon the 
sides of the ulcer causes their absorption, and the tumour tKus gra¬ 
dually enlarges tilt it sometimes occupies the whole cornea. The 
tumour, at its commencement, if tiie iris is connected with it, is 
black; il ndt, it is transparent anti colourless; as it advances it be¬ 
comes opaque, whitish if the iris is not connected with it, while un¬ 
der opposite circumstances it lias a beautiful bluish appeai^nce; the 
cause of this colour, so diflerent from tliat of ,either llie ooniea or 
iris, has never be^ explained. 

When inflammation of the^'om'nea Occurs in, .persons'of depraved 
constitutions, in those who have receujtiy lest omch blood, as for the 
cure of acute inflammation, or in chimuB impetAc^.pourished, the 
power of the arteries often appears to be* es^v^^ly opri^^ed, foey 
do not perform their natural office of deposition with wonted 
vigour, whilst the action of the absorbents continues as Usual, or is 
even increased. In such cases, more being removed ^ tiie absorb¬ 
ents, than is deposited by the arteries, interstitial ulcers pure 
ulcerative absorption occur, and the cornea remains transparent, but 
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Indented or pitted, according as the ulcers are diffused or circum¬ 
scribed. When the arteries are restored to their healthy actioiv 
lymph is deposited, which fills up the breach, and the ulcer is cured. 

If the inflammation iaauch individuals be very intense, the arteries 
lose their powera entirely; the vitality of portions of the co;‘nea are 
l^ost—^the contiguous parts arc removed by tlie absorbents—the 
dead portion is cast off as a slough, and lamina after lamina thus 
slough away. This occurs, besides under the circumstances noticed, 
in those in whom the pat'ts have been wakened by previous repeated 
attacks of inflammation, and^very frequently after the sloughing of 
the conjunctiya, which sometimes succeeds purulent inflammation of 
that membrane; and the cornea, then presents that peculiar appear¬ 
ance designated by Mr. Saunders, by the terms cindcry, ragged, 
flocculent.” When restoi^tion occurs, it is effected, as in common 
ulcer, by the deposition of lymph, the excess of which is absorbed; 
and the transparency of the cornea is sometimes restored, even where 
a considerable portion of it has been destroyed. Mr. Tkaveus- says 
that if the inflammation be arrested even on. the verge of gangrene, 
the cornea is susceptible of restoration by absorption. This fact,” 
he adds, “I had lately an opportunity of establishing in the case of 
a lady who was rendered blind by acute suppurative inflammation of 
the conjunctiva; so inevitable to all appearance, was the destruction of 
the corni^ which had sloughed in a deep sulcus at its junction with 
the sclerotic above, that the most experienced practitioner of my ac¬ 
quaintance in tliis branch of surgery, pronounced the case ho|)cless 
and irremedia,ble, and took his leave. The highest tonic regimen, 
bark, wine, and opium, followed close upon a very active and bold * 
depletion, and the anterior chamber was fortunately and unexpected¬ 
ly preserved. No sooner was a sigh of the arrest of slougliiiig ulcera¬ 
tion obtained than I commenced a mercurial course; in thice days 
the system was affected; tlie recovery of the figure, and transparency 
of the cornea was rapid and complete beyond all expectation, and an 
equally perfect state of vision was restored and established.” 

The gangrenous opacities of the cornea, sajs Mr. Travers,t pro¬ 
duced by lime or oteer subs^ces destroying its texture, are some¬ 
times superfleiftLand defined in extent, and a process resembling ex¬ 
foliation ens^^ More frequently this disorganization is integral 
and complete. Tlie odmea, disor^nized by acids, is rendered in 
stently opaque, shrivelled, and of a yellow colour, almost resembling 
R leather. 


Op. Cit. V 119. 
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Ulceration of the cornea being the effect* of inflammation, where 
(Jiis condition is still present, the first indication is of course to re¬ 
move it, and this is to be accomplished by the means already pointcil 
out in speaking of the inflammation of this |iart Acute pain, lachry- 
mation, and photopliobia, often accompany ulcers of the cornea, and 
where thefc are not removed by the ordinary remedies, temporary bcj 
nefit will be obtained from fomentations, but the greatest relief will 
lie experienced from touching the ulcer with a fine pointed pencil of 
iiitrate of silver, so as to produce an eschar.' After the inflammation 
is subdued in ordinary cases, the dispofidon to ulceration ceases, gra¬ 
nulations form, and the process of restoration takes pla^io; should this 
flag, stimulants ought to be applied, and the best of tl^e^ is the ni- 
‘trate of silver. Where the inflammatioil'has been ve^'intense, and 
it is found difiicult entirely to overcome it, the combinatioa. of nitre, 
calomel, and tartar emetic should be administered 5 or if this state ^ 
accompanied with much pain, the blue 'pill and opium may be given. 
When the ulcer penetrates deeply into the cornea, and the internal 
lamina, or its internal lining membrane arc protruded by the pressure 
i)l the atjueous humour; this protrusion should be touched with the 
lijic pencil of lunar caustic, by which means, together with active an¬ 
tiphlogistic measures, especially topical depletion and purgatives, and 
blisters % the Back of the neck, the further extension of the ulcera¬ 
tion, and the evacuation of the aqueous humour may be prevented. 
Should, however, these means fail, and the ulcer penetrate the cor¬ 
nea; if the opening is small, and opposed to the iris, the fur¬ 
ther escape of the aqueous humour will be prevented; and by 
■ fhc further employment •of antiphlo^stics, the progress of ulcera- 
lion may be arrested, and restoi-ation take place. The iris is how¬ 
ever adher^t to tlic cornea by thd lymph effused during the healing 
process, and its actions deranged. This maybe often relieved by pro- 
moling the absorption of tlic iyuiph,^ by putting the system under the 
mercurial influence and by applying belladonna to the lids arid brow. 
When tlie apertuue made by the ulceration u| large, a portion of tlic 
pupil is usually prolapsed, and a true hernia of the iris takes place, 
generally attended witli extreme pain from the StHcture. This is to 
be relieved by the free application of..the pencil of silver so 

as to destroy the vitality of the put. Wheivthft separates, a 

fresh portion of the iris will be protruded; and this is to be treated in 
• 

• Scarpa state*? that ulcer of the cornea is the cause of the inflimunation, 
.ind not the inflammation of the nicer. We know not how so accurate an ob- 
siTvcr could have made such a mistake. See translation of bis treatise on the 
Diseases of the Kye, by Briggs, 2d ed. London, 1818, p. 21t>. 
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the same way, and the operation repeated, till the pain ceases and 
restoration takes place. The iris in this case is permanently injurcc), 
and the pupil usually closed. If the prolapsed iris has been neglect¬ 
ed in the first instanceji^ may increase in growth and assume a ma¬ 
lignant action; it should then be removed by scissors, and the cut 
^surface and margin of the ulcer, freely touched with the n^rate of sil¬ 
ver. When4he cornea becomes disorganized and prominent, no at¬ 
tempt at^ipfecting restoration will be successful. If the prominence 
is not very considerable^ and no irrit^on results from it, it had bet¬ 
ter be left undisturbed; but sHien it is so great as to prevent the clo¬ 
sure of the eyelids, occasion great deformity, or be productive of ha- 
bitu^ irritation of the edges of the eyelids, it should be excised, af¬ 
ter which tiie humours will usually escape and the globe collapse. 
The excision may be nmsi conveniently performed by passing a nee¬ 
dle with a ligature across the cornea to steady the eye; the protrusion 
may then be divided with a laige cornea knife, and if tlte whole is 
not divided, the remaining portion may be cut with a pair of scissors. 

A compress of soft linen should then be applied to the eye and re- 
tidned by a roller. 

In interstitial ulcers the indication is to excite tlie action of the 
arteries, which is to be fulflHed by the use of topical stimulants, as a 
soluttob^pf nit. argent., sulph. of copper, or vinum opii, antftutrilive 
dietuU^i^liimicB, as the sulphuric or nitric acid and bark. As soon as 
the testorative action commences, it will be perceived by a whiteness 
of th^^^cer and slight cloudiness of the surrounding parts, denoting 
the a^esive process. 

fhe, treatment of sloughing ulceration ,V>f the cornea, a discrimi- " 
naiing jragment and close observation will constantly be rc<piired. 

In healthy constitutions the most prompt and vigorous ahliphlogistic 
measures will be demanded in the commencement, and at the same 
time the ulcer should be touched with the pencil of nitrate of silver; 
it will subsequent be often necessary to allow nourishing diet and 
tonics. When thipldiig^hig process is arrested by- these means, mer¬ 
cury will in many cawb complete the cure. In debilitated and de¬ 
praved'constitutiotUi^'nourisli^^ diet and tonics will often be de¬ 
manded from/^e v^ coihfttbik^ment; but at t}ie same time, if there 
ia much local iufihmfhstioD,^ topical depletion should be employed, 
and the \tftkt shblild b% touched the solid nitrate of 

when the healing^process commenc^ the solution should* 
bbii|fl|pa several times a day. When th'*, lAanr penetrates the cor¬ 
nea, me local applications already rccommcndeowe to be employed, 
but instead of antiphlogistics, tonics and nourishing diet arc to be 
prescribed. 
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5 th. Conical Cornea.—We shall here notice an aflectiou of the 
cornea, only noticed within a few years past, and which,[as wc have 
never met witli it, we shall transcribe the account given of it by 
Mr. Travers.* “ The cornea is occasional^ subject to a process of 
tiiinning.or absorption of its interlamellar texture, and in consequence 
loses its natural tonic resistance to the pressure of tlie contents of 
the globe. It usually assumes a conoidal figure, but this u not always 
•Om case; the projection of the corneas is smetimes u^ifomi, describ¬ 
ing the segment of a larger sphere. The apwof the cone correspond¬ 
ing to the centre of the cornea, when fhfs figUi'C is assumed, ei^bits 
a degree of tenuity and brilliancy Which gives it the appearance of a 
pellucid fluid, like a dew-drop suspended. The pati^t’s vision be- 
"cunies so inconvenientl}^ short, as to render objects Confused at a 
very moderate distance; the change is sometimes slow, occupying 
months and even years, and on the contrary 1 have seen it produced 
in ifs greatest extent in the short space of eight weeks; both eyes ai'e 
generally affected, though not always in thesame degi ce. The disease 
is not produced by inflammation or any obvious assignable cause; it is 
more frc(]uciit in women than in men, and in my experience affects 
Ihe periods of youth and middle life; 1 have never seen it commenc¬ 
ing in infancy or old age. It is as much the disease of the robust as 
of the weakly constitution and frame of body. ’’ 

A variety of remedies have been tried for the cure of this*affection, 
sjicli as frequent cupping, issues, evacuating the aqueous humour, all 
however without success. A pupillary-aperture, set in a black ring 
frame, about a quarter of an inch or more in depth, when the con¬ 
vexity is not very much ^creased, by confining the rays of light to 
the central portion of tlie cornea, and preventing the confusion from 
Ihe unnatuT-al refraction of the l^erairays, will sometimes consider¬ 
ably assist vision. ^ ^ 

6 th. Encysted tuinoiira in the lamellae of the Cbrnea.—lliese were 
first observed byDupuytren in the case of a ^tiild who had been 
struck on the eye some weeks before by a stone. At first view he 
conceived it to be an opacity of the cornea, but a more minqte inspec¬ 
tion showed it to be a serous encysted tumour existiiig between the 
lamellae of that coa£ He introduced a-^tanot needle itito the small 
cyst, and moved the,instrumcnt up and doWn in order to irritate its 
*inner surface. The fluid in the tumour was evacuated, but in four¬ 
teen days it formed again. The operation was repeated, and adhesion 
of its sides took pUlce, but opacity of the cornea resulted. No other 


• Op. Cit. p. 124. 
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surgeon has, wc hclicvc, noticed these tumours, and little is known 
respecting them. ‘ • 

7 th. Ossification of the Cornea.—The vessels of the cornea, like 
those of tlie other fibro-cartilages, in some few instances secrete 
osseous matter. Mr- Wardrop* has met witli it on one .occasion: 
in this the form of the whole eye was changed, tlie cornea liud became 
opaque, and on macerati&a a piece of bone, weighing two gi-alns, ovaj. 
shaped, hard, and with ^smooth surface, was found between its la¬ 
mellae. It is mentioned in >tke Nouvelle Bihliotheque Mcdicale fur 
May, iai 7 , that the eye of an old man* had been recently presented 
to the Sociott^ Anatomique by M. Monot, in which the cornea was 
ossified throughout. 

HI. Inflammation of the Serous JAning Menihranc of the Cornea. 

Inflammation of this tunic, independetil of that of tlie cornea, is ol 
too unfre(]uent occurrence to enable us to ascertain very minule!> 
its progress and terminations, but as far as our observation goes, they 
are similar to those of other serous tissues. In the following case we 
were enabled to observe this afiection with great atl\aidage, us it was 
uncomplicated with inflammation of the coi nca. 

Eliza Williams, a coloured woman, aged tuerity, applied to the 
Pennsylvania Eye Infirmary, April 6th, 1826. Her siglit luul been 
grooving dim for several days, and she sufiered slight pain in her 
eye. On the most minute examination, no change from a healthj 
state could be perceived, except perhaps an extremely faint dullness, 
almost imperceptible, situated at th& posterior part of the curnca, the 
cornea itself being evidently unaffected. After some days a suiul) 
spot became evident, and was shortly followed by two otkers. dilfcr 
ing both in situation and appearance from the opacities produred from 
inflammation of the coitiea. They wei*e deep-seated, and ovident!> 
produced by the effusion of lymph on the inner surface of the eornen, 
giving it the appeaiTfincc of being mottled with white. The margins 
of these spots were well defined, and the lamina of lymph so thin 
as not to produce perfect opacity. 

The treatment employed in this, and which we would recom¬ 
mend in similar instances, was tlie employment 6f antipldogistics to 
prevent efiusion, and to put the system under the mercurial influcuce 
to promote absorption after this had taken place. In the cose we have 
dej^yib qj|j} |^ving to peculiarity of constitution, this latter could not 
be per^IHred in to a sufUcient extent, and the spots Iiave reinaiucd 
j'oriuanent. 
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Art. On the Use of Iodine in tcvenU Diseases. By William 

M. Fahnestock, M. D. 

The VHScttlcd state of public «>piiiion on the efficacy of the iodine 
in many of the diseases fur which it lias been highly extolled, rcn> 
•lers any‘confirmatory proof interesting to the physicians of tfie 
United States, who, in general, have fcfeen resti-ained in experi¬ 
menting with the article from the conti^dictory statements of the 
practitioners of Europe; and though 4t is not in our power at pre¬ 
sent to offer a very extensile experience, we hope tlie sketches of 
a few cases, whicli we append, may tend to a further and more ac¬ 
tive prosecution of the subject We shall hereafter communicate 
more particularly the results of a scries of experiments with this sub¬ 
stance; and, to aid a proper csdmalc, wc may prepare a monograph of 
practical deductions drawn from tlie facts and observations of the fa¬ 
culty (»f both hemispheres. 

'I'aught to regard it as nugatory and utterly useless in confirmed 
goitre, and cautioned by the admonitions of Dr. Gairdner, and the 
restrictions imposed on its exhibition by the Swiss government, wc 
refrained from employing it, until the constant importunities of a 
sufteiing patidlil induced us to administer it in a case which had baf¬ 
fled every remedy in its forming state. The tumour was large, pen¬ 
dulous, aiul of a purple colour, of eight years standing, and produc¬ 
ed considerable pressure upon the trachea. The tincture of Magen- 
i>iE*' was given in doses of ten drops, gradually increased to twenty, 
three times a day, and the ungaientum potassac hydriodutis rubbed on 
the part luorniugs and evenings. After a fortnight it began to de- 
cHMse, and in iiic course of twomionths it had entirely disappeared. 

Cask I[.—.Mary, mtat twenty-eight, a sister of the Antictam nun¬ 
nery of Fraukliii county in trtis state, discovered the enlargement of 
tlie thyroid gland six years since, which continued to enlarge until it 
had obtained the, size of a w'alnut, and was hard and painful. The 
mild tincture was prescribed in the ordinary doses, and the liquor 
potassfc hydriodatis ordered to be used externally. The tumour, at 
present, (liavlng used the medicine seven weeks,) is scarcely percep¬ 
tible, soft, and free*of pain, or any uneasy sensation. We have now 
five other cases under an ciiually successful treatment. 

* Dcficvjjig the quantity of iodine uscil by Magcndic too great, indepen^lciit 
•■►f the waste, wc subsequently have prepared the tincture vdth thirty grains 
'o an ounce ofiilcohol, and have inucl» reason t«> be pleased with the modifica- 
‘ion. 

No, VI. —hVli. II 
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Case III.—IVrpIcxcd witli a case obscure in its nature, and very 
concealed in its operations, which appeared to be a periodical con¬ 
gestion of the whole glandular system, associated with derangement 
of the catamenia, in a young lady of nineteen, and recollecting the en¬ 
comiums of CoiNDET and Costeu* on the iodine as an emmenagogue, 
and its usefulness in scrofulous aifections, 1 recurred to with the 
most signal advantage. About the usual period of menstruating, the 
superficial glands becama enlarged and painful, sometimes highly in^ 
flamed, and occasionally producing imperfect suppuration, accompa¬ 
nied by nausea, indigestion, and cructa)^ions, which evidenced a dis- 
ord cred state « f the mesenteric system. The discharge from the uterus 
was but small, and attended by much pain, and frequently scarcely 
any show at all. The tincture was administered in the syrup (»f sar¬ 
saparilla, and was continued three months with the happiest effects, 
and seemingly with permanent benefit. There arc no cases which 
come under the care of the physician, more complicated and intei est- 
ing than the derangements of the uterine system, or for the relief 
of which, the young aspirant, gains more of the applause, and confi¬ 
dence of the inilueiitial part of the community. It therefore affords 
the most fertile field for anxious but cautious and prudent experiment. 
T have also the pleasure of adding mytestimony to that ofM. GiMi:LE,t 
of its usefulness in chronic Icucorrha'a, from a case now under treat¬ 
ment, but not sufficiently recovered to report as perfectly relieved. 

Case IV.—Another formitlablc disease, winch has combated every 
remedy, and defied the surgeon’s knife, maybe found to yield to tliis 
very active agent—fungus haematodes. An incipient case came under 
our observation, in which the limb bad not yet attained very great en¬ 
largement, but was knotted, and bore all the characteristics of the 
genuine fungus haematodes; it yicfded most effectually to the tinc¬ 
ture and ungucuhiin. 

We have never found any of the bad effects arise from its iise as exlil- 
bited in the lamentable picture of the English author u])on this sub¬ 
stance. A little sickness of the stomach occurred in the first case, 
which is to be attributed to the strength of Magendie’s tincture; and 
a little vertigo attended the second, probably from increasing the 
dose too rapidly, both of which were relieved by .omitting the remedy 
for one day; but with fhe mild tincture we. have never witnessed any 
unpleasant symptom; and it may be proper to add, that Decarho, 
CoiNDET, Erlinoek, Formey, and a host of others who have expe- 
rimente«l.most extensively, never complained if any injurious quali- 
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ties. It is well, however, to observe that the burnt sponge^ which has 
lieen used as the same, has not precisely the same operation, and 
contains some deleterious properties, which have been particularly re¬ 
marked by IluFELAND,* as being noxious to persons disposed to 
phthisis p.nd spitting of blood; and it is doubted by Fodkuk and M. 
Hetuii whether it contains any iodine W'hatever, Much may depend 
on the ((uftlity of the tinctures, as it has been ascertained that when 
suffered to stand any time, it deposits crystals, and may form the iodu- 
reltcd hyJriodic acid: therefore it should a^ays be prepared for im¬ 
mediate use, and in small quantities. tTliese precautions may obviate 
the evils complained of so bftterly—to which may be added, premis¬ 
ing its exliibition liy evacuating the alimentary canal, and occasion¬ 
ally giving a gentle cathartic, as calcined magnesia, should any unto¬ 
ward symptoms occur. 


Am. FX. Cmv of Tracheotomy. By Zaook Howk, M. D. ofBil- 

lerica, Massachusetts. 

.A. D.VrtniTKR of Mr. French, of Tewksbury, tiirec years and a 
half old, on tile 'iNt of September last, while at play in the garden, 
took a beau into tlie trachea. 

I saw llu* child two hours after, but as we bad no means of ascer¬ 
taining the nature of the foreign substance, and as the symptoms 
were not \ery urgent at (bat time, I lieard nothing more of th(‘ 
case till the 28 th. n’hcfchild was then labouring under frequent and 
distressing paroxysms of coughing attended with susjieiuled resjura- 
tioii and »fther urgent symptoms*vvhich clearly indicated the necessity 
of ail operation. It w'as ])n)j)osed and immediately assented to by the 
pai ents. It was evening, and as 1 was unprepared for an operation, 
il was postponeil till the next day, when, with the assistance of Dr. 
Dalion, of CliMmsfonl, it was performed iii the following manner. 

A heavy table was ])rovided witli the side leaves turned down, 
leaving a hori'/.oiital surface, sixteen inches wide, covered with blan¬ 
kets, wdth a firm roll of cloth foui inches in diameter across the end. 

The child was lirmly secured on the back by the hands of assist 
ants, the nape of the neck resting on the roll of cloth, the head car- 
rietl far back over the end of the tabic. An tncir>ion was made from 
the lower edge of the thyroid cartilage to w'ithina quarter of an inch 
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oi' the sternum. Alter waiting a few moments for a slight bleeding 
to subside, a puncture was made into the trachea with a slender dou-'- 
ble-edged scalpel in the centre of the incision, dividing one cartilage; 
then with a curved, probe-pointed bistoury the puncture was dilated 
from within outwards, dividing one cartilage above and one. below. 
In this elongated state of the parts, the division of three cartilages 
made an opening sufficiently free to admit the forefinger of the left 
hand into the trachea. TKe finger was introduced to separate the. 
edges of the incision whij/. ditl not incline to retract. Immediate!}' 
after withdrawing the linger, \/.th a spasmodic eftbrt, a beau was ex¬ 
pelled with coi^iilerable force, and lodged on a bed which stood in 
the room. This saved us the trouble of attempting that part of the 
operation which I most dreaded; for ex])erience had taught me to 
envy no man the pleasure of probing in the trachea for beans or peas. 
Half an hour after, the opening still retained tlie shape of the finger, 
large and free; the divided cartilages luul approximated but veiy lit¬ 
tle. The wound was then brougld together, and secured witli atlhe- 
sive plaster, and being unwilling to disturb tlie stoinacli, we ga\e no 
medicine, excepting a few drops of lauflaiiuni, at the same time di¬ 
recting a Sparc diet, 'fhe plasters succecdeil iinperfcc^ly, partly bi 
consequence of the action of the mastoid muscles, and because the 
opening w’as rather too low on llie neck to admit of tlieir being a])- 
plied to the best a<lvaniago. Tiie air rushed through the aperture oc¬ 
casionally for forty-eight hours, but never after. 

I dressed the wound a few times, and disc()ntinue<l my attendance 
in about two weeks. At the time of the accident the child liad not 
entirely recovered from the whooping-cough, *rnit the cough tr<»ul)led 
it very little after the operation. The wound was cicatrized at the 
end of eighteen days. A short time pVcvious to this, asliglftdysente- 
j*ic aftcctiun took ])Iace, for wliicli the family gave some domestic 
medicines. A few worms were <lischargcd, and the cliild soon reco¬ 
vered, the cough wliolly subsiding at about tlie same time. 

The result of this case may, I think, be attributcikin part to the 
position of the child when the opening was made. By carrying the 
head very far back over tlie cylinder of cloth, the trachea became 
considerably curved. 

In the act of coughing, the bean was suddenly carried from one 
end of the trachea to the other, and when forcibly propelled, wouUl 
probably incline to the longest side of the curved tube; tlui opening 
being in that part, and as large as the cavity (*' the trachea, wm iiad 
some reason to expect what actually took place, the expulsion of the 
bean. By introducing the finger, and turning it a (piarter round, the 
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»‘lasticity of the cartilages seemed to be destroyed, or at least sus¬ 
pended for a Icngtii of time sufficient for our purpose. In an older 
subject the elasticity might not have been so easily overc<nnc in this 
manner. The operation never seemed much to affect the general 
health of‘the child, and the most difficult part of the after-treatment 
Avas to resh*ain the immoderate indulgence of the appetite for fooil.. 

Billerica^ Nov- 6/A, 1828. 



Art. X. Case, of Hernia Cerebri success/tdltj Ircafcd by the Spon'^v 
Compress- J. W. Hkustts, M. D. i>f Alabama. 

On Ihe 2C(!i of March, 1828, I was called upon to visit a lU'gro 
f)ov. abnul eight years of age, who had received an injury on the 
head. The day hail b(‘en extremely wijidy, and many of the old, 
ileiid trees in the plantadons were blown down. The subject of tiiis 
article being at work in plaiiling corn, was struck u])on the head by 
the. falling of a’^limb ofa free, and knocked scnsch'ss to the earth. 1 
found hill] in a.state almost insensible, Mith fnnpient vomiting; ])ulse 
small, and the riirlit e.ve closed. Tlie wound wassitiiafed on the in- 
ferine and anterior angle of (he left parietal bone. Ujkiii extending 
iiie opening with a scalpel, and turning up the Haps, there apj)cared 
a depi ehsion of bone of about the size of half a dollar, pressed down 
upon the brain, to the d^plli of about a quarter of an inch, and much 
splintered and shattcrcil at (he circumference. I saweil across the 
base of thevlcprcssed jyortion wi^Ji llcy’s convex saw, and then suc¬ 
ceeded in elevating and removing it without having recourse to the 
Irephiiie. Several small piecos of bone were driven into the substance 
of the brain, and were removed with the forceps. After the opera¬ 
tion he was able to speak, which he could not do previously. I saw 
him the third day after the opcratiim; there was then no untoward 
symptoms; I did not remove the dressings, and as there was some 
fever, I directed his bowels to be kept open with salts. Five days 
after tlic operation 1 dressed the wound, which showed a disposition 
to become fungous; I made use jd* the common dressingvS. At the 
•next visit, 1 found that the fungus had protruded through the opening 
in the skull (o about the level of the integuments; I therefore removed 
it with the knife. From this time the growth of the fungus was rapid, 
<0 that I was under the necessity of removing it every (w'o or three 
days. \ at length came to the conclusion of letting it lemuiii and 
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take its own course, agreeably to the advice of Mr. Abernethy. I 
soon, however, had reason to alter my plan, for the fungus continued 
to increase, and its vessels anastomosing with those of the integu¬ 
ments, made its growth still more rapid, producing at the same time 
an absorption of the scalp upon which it pressed, and a corresponding 
deficiency of the integuments. I now resolved to have recourse to 
pressure. For this purpose, having sliced away the protruding fun¬ 
gus to a level with the iiifcr surface of the cranium, 1 applied to the 
wound the common tlresnngs, lint spread with basilicon, and.evc*' 
this a piece of dry pressed,spA'nge. All this was confined with a 
bandage passed moderately tight around the head, and under the chin, 
and secured by a cap. 

As the patient lived several miles distant, I directed the nurse to 
dress the wou7k1 in the same manner, till 1 relurnetl. At my next visit, 
two days afterwards, T found tliat the fungus had not increased, thougli 
from the neglect of tlve nurse in sufleriug tiic handiigc to becoine 
slack, but little diminution had taken place. 1 now increased the 
pressure as much as the patient could comfortably bear, and directed 
the attendants to continue it as long as t)ie fungus should show adis^ 
position to rise. Four days afterwards I visited liini :?gain, and now 
found that the fungus had entirely disappeare<l, and its place occu- 
j)ied by a hole in the substance of the brain as large as a hen’s egg. 
The surface appeared healthy, being of a whitish, llesli colour, and 
covered with a glairy exudation,: the arterial pulsation had also con¬ 
siderably abated. 1 ordered all washes to be discontinued, ami a 
simple plaster of basilicon to be applied over flu; bole in the cranium, 
guarded with the bandage and cap. f saw Rim no more for a week, 
or leu days; tlic whole was then filled up with a healthy ileposition, 
and the wound in a tine, healthy, aiul healing state. 1 have since 
learnt that this patient has perfectly recovered. 

Since writing the above, I have seen in this Journal, for Au¬ 
gust, 18 iJ 8 , p. dO'J, a notice of a case of ftnif'Oits ccrcOri , suc¬ 
cessfully treate<l by Professor 1)udi.v:y on the same .plan. This me¬ 
thod of treatment by Professor Dudley, had bc<Mi previously men¬ 
tioned to me by my young friend, Dr. IIenjamiv U. IIooan of 
Selma, and 1 must do Dr. Dudley the justice to say that it was upon 
tills information that 1 had recourse to pressure in the case above- 
mentioned; T had previously deliberated with myself on the propriety 
of this practice, but was deterred by the unfavourable accounts re¬ 
specting it, recorded by surgical writers. The e successful instances 
however, are sufficient to authoriy.e a further trial, and may serve to 
remove any existing prejudices in relation to this mode of tieatment. 
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Other moans 1 hail tried without siicccs,s; the use of the knife gave no 
eliock to the moi'bid action, and was entirtdy unavailing, and caustic 
' and strong styptic applications arc in such cases inadmissible. Pressure 
indeed seems to be the only icmedy tliat w'c can safely rely on with 
any prospect of success. Some caution may be necessary in its em- 
ploy'inent pot to make it so great as to create pain or uneasiness^ nor 
to continue it too long. The length of time, however, tha. it may be 
necessary, will be determined by the cirec|. When the d;.>positioii 
;*f'tKc fungus to protrude has ceased, and tlu^-anulations sink below 
its proper level, pressure is ijo longer necessary. The unsiglitly ca¬ 
vity lett in the brain after the removal of the fuiigu* by pressure, 
might e\ciir the apprehensions of the inexperienced practitioner; but 
thi" is a circnmstaucc ot no moment; no unfavourable symptoms arc 

j lit e is fully competent to tlic work of regenera¬ 
tion, and tu tlic brain this process a|)pears to progress witii more ra- 
jtidity than in any olhor part of the body. 

Cafutbn, AL November^ 182H. 


M. Ihporfs of Caaes^ v^ilh Observations. Py Thomas Hk\ 
PKu^oN, M. D. Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicim' 
in the Cohunhiau (College, I). C. 

Asthma.— it may not bo altogetherunprofttable tucall tlicatten- 
tion of the reailers ol tins journal to asthma. Where opinions and 
practice arc so discrepant, all cannot be riglit; some theories arc 
more consistent with sound patliology than others; consequently that 
piactice whicli is based on tlyj most rational speculations will be most 
successful. There is, at least, a very great preference in the princi¬ 
ples aud practice of authors in this disease. 

loo little attention has been paid to the work of Dr. Uuek on 
asthma. I have seen no review of it in the medical journals of this 
country. The observations and cases which follow, may lead to a 
more general cstinuitiou of the work. 

It asthma docs not occur as frequently as many other diseases, it 
, is not the less worthy ol attention. One case of an obstinate, unma¬ 
nageable disorder is more interesting than a hundred of those ordina¬ 
rily arising, and easily treated. That asthma has, as to radical cure, 
batRed the profession, I know full well. It is one thing to carry a 
patient tluough a paroxysm: nattire can do this. It is another to 
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prevent the recurrence of the paroxysm, or in other words, cure the 
disease: art must do this. 

The termination of a paroxysm of asthma proves nothing more than 
the complete existence of tlie disease. 

CuLLKN had very slight estimation of the powers of art, when he 
(Observes “it is seldom that an asthma has been entirely cured, 1 
cannot propose any method which experience lias proved generally 
successful.” A suggesmn of Cullen deserves attentive considera¬ 
tion, viz.: the distinction between ordinary, or even aggravated uc- 
grees of dyspnee*!, and the regular welt-marked asthma. This last 
he most bcaut'ifully describes. The disease is as determinate as an 
lutermittiiig fever, though not so regular in paroxysmal accession. It 
cannot be, or it ought not to be mistaken for any other disease. 

EnowN supposes asthma to require a treatment similar to that in 
gout. 

Many very useful suggestions maybe found interwoven wilhDvii- 
win’s speculations on the subject of asthma. While tiie glimmerings 
of truth reached his mind, and his genius on this, as on every other 
subject, was manifest, yet either he was not well scttltMl as to his 
practice, or he has given it to us in a form not likely \o prove exp(‘- 
rimentally useful. In humeral asthma, for example, whiclihe ascribes 
to affusion of fluid, and debility of the pulmonary absorlicnls, he ad¬ 
vises ether and laudanum. He left the disease as he found it, iiitract^ 
ablc- 

IIebeuden seems to have a better idea of the Ixdcnlia than of the 
juvantia in this disease. Those in this country, who have adopted the 
“practice in vogue,” might profitably have referred to ilie cauli<»ns 
of the venerable and faithful lleberden. He seems not positively to 
have improved the practice in asthma. 

Several other systematic writers havo written learnedly and co¬ 
piously on asthma; nevertheless, the disease has baflleil the in¬ 
vestigation of medical men from the time of Willis, whoso views 
were as perfect as those of any author since. Not‘even the greal, 
luminous, discriminating mind of Cullen was able to throw out such 
pathol^ogical or practical light, as would lead to a ready or frequent 
cure'of asthma. Its dreadfully distressing symptoms, obstinacy, and 
almost certainly fatal termination from direct violence, or in bringing 
on other diseases, render it a very interesting subject of inquiry. 

It has happened that two medical men have suflered with asthma. 

1 allude to Sir John Plover and Dr. Ouek. These gentlemen, im¬ 
pelled by personal allliclion, and aided by great abilities, sought I'oi- 
a remedy. Sir John Flttver failed; he sullcrcd for thirty years. Di. 
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J^rei* succeeded completely in curing himself aifd others. Ills prin¬ 
ciples applied to practice have, in my hands, been eminently service- 
^ able; and the opinion expressed with modesty, that he has stripped 
asthma of much of its character as an opprobrium, will excuse my 
attempting to draw the attention of the profession to liis elegant and 
valuable work. 

It was tlie opinion of Cullen, nosologically expressed, ^'^at asthiha 
originated and existed “sine causa eviden(j:e:” in other words, that 
•h.e chief obstacle in the way of successftf treatment was an igno¬ 
rance of the cause. Bree dillers herewith CuUen, for he lays down 
as the most fre{|ucnt cause (ff asthma, a very evident one, vi/.. the ef¬ 
fusion of scrum anil mucus. Another palpable ditfercnce between 
them is, that Cullen depended chiefly on means to palliate the pa¬ 
roxysm, hile Bree, duly regarding that, relies mainly for a cure on 
preventing flie leturii of the paroxysm. 

Bree'h ileliiiilion of asllimu is “that it consists in excessive action 
id jsch espiration, withoiff acute fever^ occasioned by irri- 

latiori of the parts or organs which these muscles are intended to 
serve.” Tlfc prominent symptom in asthma is the difUcult respira 
lion. Conviijsive or inordinate action of the muscular fibre is always 
the result of irritation; this action is intended as an exertion to free 
the system friTiii, or to point out an ofiending cause. Respiration is 
it process carried on by the agency of a certain set of muscles; when 
the usual proportion of air is inKalcd, the process is natural and easy. 
AV hen, from some morbid, ofiending, irritating cause, be that what 
It may, the lungs are impeded, tlie action of Llie respiratory muscles 
f)ccomes disordered, an<l dyspncca takes place. Wc reason then, a 
piiori, that there is in asthma an ofiending cause, which excites the 
muscles of respiration. What that cause is, remains to be ascertain¬ 
ed by diligent and minute enquiry into the state of the several organs, 
which these respiratory musMes are related to. 

Dr. Bi •ee divides asthma into four species:— 

1st. Convulsive asthma, from effused serum or mucus as the irri 
tating cause. 

^d. Asthma from subtle irritating particles and propetties in tlie 

air. \ 

** ^ 

3d. Asthma fiom irritating causes in the abdominal vlscefa: tlie 
respiratory muscles, it will be remembered, subserve the operations 
of these viscera. 

4th. Asthma from habit. 

1 shall consider the first species in this coiumunicatiuii. The di¬ 
agnostic is “ adifficulty of brcatldng. a sense of straitness in tlic chest, 
No. VI.—Keh. I sea 4:> 
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a wheezing noise, a cough, at first dry, and afterwards attended with 
copious expectoration.” # 

Bree opposes the opinion of Cullen as to the ^^aine causa evidetiteJ^ 
By a series of facts and authorities, he proves the existence of effus¬ 
ed mucus as a cause of this species of asthma. Cullen says it is a 
dia^gnoatic^ but Floyer and he overlooked it as a cause. Floyer suf¬ 
fered with this speeji^ for many years. The state of the pulmonary 
mucous capillaries is favoi/rablc to the effusion of mucus. They are 
relaxed, and it is ponrei^but. This relaxed state is inferred froin 
the persons most liable to asthfoa; they are weakly, delicate constitu¬ 
tions, and old persons. All the well-marked cases of asthma I have 
met with, have been in persons of feeble vascular energy, particularly 
arterial. Where the e^sion is slight, there will not be severe dysp¬ 
noea, nor expectoration, for the absorbents take it up. Where the 
absorbents cannot remove the mucus, the accumulation is continued, 
the difficuUaa s-pirandi of Cullen appears, and a paroxysm of spasmo¬ 
dic asthma is formed. 

After this brief and imperfect sketch of the first species of Brec. 
1 proceed to relate a case which I think merits record. ^ 

Case.— Mr.-, jet. 36, was seized ten years ago, in thcinontli 

of August, vritli a paroxysm of convulsive asthma. He has, every 
succeeding year, been subject to more frequent attacks, until three 
years ago; since when he has, during the summer and fall, been visit¬ 
ed by a severe paroxysm once in four weeks, sometimes more fre¬ 
quently. He very seldom has an attack during the winter season. 

The fits are well marked. For two days previous to one, he is heavy 
and sl^py, is nervous and low-spirited, sleeps very sound at night, 
and is seized about one, A. M. wifti dyspnena, wheezing, stricture 
across th^e chest, urgient desire for a free circulation of fresh air, copious 
sweats about the head and chest: these symptoms gradually increase, 
the lips become livid, the dyspnoea and distress augment to an appre- 
hiension of suffbeation. There is great effusion of mucus, which pro¬ 
duces cough towards morning, with copious, white, frothy expectora¬ 
tion, He has occasionally spit up a dark frothy fluid, and once or 
twif^'when violent cough attended, a little blood was thrown off. 

Tife expectoration of the mucus gradually relieves the violence of 
the paroxysm, and he is better until the succeeding night, when the 
same routine is gone tfafough: at last, after three nights,' he is left 
weak^H|d witlmut appetite, with excessive t )reness all around the 
chan^^m the exercise of the muscles to keep up respiration, and 
graoually recovers. 



355 


Henderson’s Bepori^ of Ccises, 

A 

The bowels are usually regular during the 'intermission^ until a 
^hort time before the paroxysm, when he is slightly costive. During 
the fit, he has head-ache and disorder of the stomach, the pulse is 
weak and frequent, skin cool. 

His father has the same form f f asthma. 

Tliis gentleman called to see me on acoiunt of his child. As he 
came up fhy stairs, 1 heard his breathing, and.^n enquiry received 
the above account My venerable and learned preceptor, Dr. Spence, 
was then on a visit to me, and we encouraged Mr. M. to enter on a 
course, of treatment He was to infosm me of his next attack. 

July 9.W1. —Had the first*paroxysm of the series Jast night; has 
been sleepy fur several days; to day he wheezes and shows great 
bronchial effusion; pulse soft, weak, and intermitting. R. Pulv. 
ipecac- 9i.—antim. tartar, gr. i.—M. To be taken to night on the 
accession of the paroxysm; early to morrow morning drink very strong 
coffee. 

27/A.—Took the emetic at 1 A. M.; threw off a great quan¬ 
tity of wliite frothy mucus, and nothing else. The emetic relieved 
him entirely from wheezing and dyspnoea, and he slept comfortably 
till day-breakfc Then the symptoms returning in some degree, he is 
liejiving the clicst and shoulders very much in breathing; wheezes and 
coughs up much phlegm; skin very cool and moist; pulse weak and 
soft; Ac always yassts a double quantity of pale urine during the at¬ 
tack, U- Pulv. rad. colomb. §8S.—pulv. rad. zingib. 5s8.—^q. fer- 
Vent. —M. Digest for an hour, then take two table-spoonsful 

every two hours till 9 P. M.; take very strong coffee doling the day 
with light digestible di(?t. 

28/A.—Continued much oppressed till he took the second dose of 
bitter iiifilsion, when great reKef was afforded; the urine became 
higher coloured, and diminished in quantity; djlspncea so much bet¬ 
ter as to enable him to set u*priglit with ease; and what uniformly in- 
ilicatcs the subsidence of the paroxysm, he feels great soreness around 
the thorax, whicli he says is in the muscles, and is caused by their 
laborious duty in keeping up respiration during the asthmatic period; 
bowels regular; pulse soft and intermitting; lips not livid this morn¬ 
ing; is relieved. Ordered the bitter infusion as yesterday,.B- 
ttubigo ferri. ^iss.—pulv. rhei. 3i.—^pulv. zingib. 3^88-—m6l dcs- 
pum. q. h. ft. elcctuar. Begin'^ to-morrow and take a tea^poonful 
Ihree times a day. R. Elix. vitriol, T^e fifteen drops in cold 
water after ouch dose of the electuary. 

August Sid, —Has been taking the medicines; the electuary makes 
his stools black and thin; feels chilly in the evening; is excessively 
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sore all over, as ii'heMiad been severely tfeaten; pulse frequent and 
we^5 has cough with tough expectoration every morning, and this is 
the case for several days after a paroxysm? the appetite weak. Omit 
the electuary for three days, U. Tinct. scill. gss.’—acid. nit., ext. 
hyosciam. aa —aq- pur. §viij.—M. Take a table-spoonful tliree 
tijtnes a day till the mucui is expectorated, and till the urine is na¬ 
tural. Then resum||^the steel. Continue daily the use of strong cof¬ 
fee, and use ginger ireely in every way. Light, plain, nutritious 
diet, and moderate exc^^ise, avoiding exposure. 

October ir/A.—No symptoms of astlima since last report, although 
he has had a spitire cold which has invairiabiy heretofore produced it. 
The rhubarb purged him, and on leaving it out he became costive; one 
scruple was added to the electuary. The expectorant mixture rclieve<l 
him very much; the vitriolic acid agrees with him; chest strong; respi¬ 
ration free; appetite good; health and spirits better than for five years 
past. During the violent cold he lately had^ the urine beemne pah as 
in the asthmatic paroxysms. 

18S1, November. —No return of asthma; no oppression from bron¬ 
chial effusion. 

1823, Entirely free from astlima; enjoys jfiiie health and 

spirits. 

1826.—-Continues well; has gone through great falVgue and I'xpo- 
sure in travelling for two years, without any disease. 

The disease was of ten years standing when ( was 
called -in. His father had been similariy alfected; Ihe paroxysms' 
were frequtnt, distinct, violent; he utterly despaired of rocovery, ami 
liad resigned himself to an indefinite protraction of most dreadful suf¬ 
fering,The usual round of antispasmodics, ether, assafrrtida, opium, 
&c. had been given; he had been aitended by several physicians. lie 
was a worthy, intelligent, resolute man, almost despairing of ever 
being able to subserve the interests of ft large family. 1 explained io 
him my views, stated former success in treating a case, and he as¬ 
sured me he would persevere.for any period in the use of remedies. 

I have completely succeeded in removing asthma in two other 
cases. One a delicate-female with leucoriiia'a; weak pulse; and 
eve^.-sign of debilitated habit. The paroxysms were fi*equcnt; per¬ 
fectly well-marked; could be mistaken for no other disease; attack at 
repeated the ensuing night; disappearing with copious effusion 
o&inucus. The other^case was a minister, of very studious habits, 
delicate constitution, weak arterial action. Ue was relieved, and has 
good health. The practice pursued was as in the detailed la*^^ 
abwe, with slight moflilications. 
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I maj at a future period give further reports on other forms of 

astliiua. 

■ 

Rtifdun of a Lar^e Tc/if/on.—Negro Robert was walking with a 
large piece uf wood on his should) r; in going down a slight descent^ 
he fell on one knee, with considerable foitSjSj on throwing the wood 
from lii. ana, he attempted to rise but found he could not walk, 
lie was taken to a house where I saw him one hour after the accident. 

Ife complained of no pain any where, but at tlie spot wh^e tlie 
Leiuhin of the extensors of tlie leg unites with tlie patella. The flexdrs 
bent the leg, which he could*not prevent; when th^Jimb was flexed 
he could not straighten it. On examining the upper edge of tlie pa¬ 
tella, my liand sunk into a deep hollow, so that 1 could run my An¬ 
gers under Ihecnd of the ruptured tendon of the large muscles of the 
thigh, and raise up the tendinous extremity. The nature of the in¬ 
jury was now olivious. 

I’he treatment pursued was the same as that ri^commended for 
iVariured patella. ■ The limb was extended and kept so with a splint 
from tlie hip to the foot. 

I removed Jhe splint after it had been worn for five weeks, and 
found tliat the limb could not be flexed. The dressings were removed; 
an t)ily frirtioTi daily was substituted; attempts were made to bend it 
gently every day, and under this plan he entirely recovered the free 
iHO of the knee-joint. 

At the time, of^ic accident no injury could be discovered in the 
joint; it could be freely moved without pain. * 

Ctts!' of Cou^U f'om clong(Utd Uvtda successfully treated by Exci¬ 
sion of a portion of t/ie Uvula.~^ln the year 1814, the following case 
came into my hands. 

Mr.-, aged forty, sciVed a tour of militia duty at Norfolk, as 

an officer. He contracted a gonorrhaea; the disease was appai'ently 
cured, but he thought it was never perfectly removed. I speak of his 
own impressions. 

[Six months before applying to me he was taken with sore throat, 
tdcoiatcd, excavated, ragged looking tonsils. The disease ea^^ded 
lo the uvula, inducing inflammation and elongation. 

He liad no fever noi’pain. TIic stomach and bowels were irregulai 
in their functions; tlie tongue was slightly fprrcd; the pulse iiicreas 
I'd in fre(|iiency. 

lint flip symptom which occasioned alarm was excessive and con- 
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stant coughing. The*irritation induced by the cough, occasioned great 
emaciation, to such a degree that his friends all supposed him in con¬ 
sumption, and his case incurable. 

The ulceration of the throat was improving, but the uvula was so 
long, and the end almost cartilaginous, that it was evidently the cause 
of the cough. 1 advised and performed the excision of the part. I can 
never forget the confidence with which the patient immediately ex¬ 
claimed I am well,” nor how suddenly the cough left him. 

I gave him a slight course of blue pill which removed all the symp¬ 
toms by restoring the Unctions of the stomacli and liver, on the irre¬ 
gularity of wlyuj^ 1 supposed the state df the throat to depend. 

I should have long since published this case, but wlien the phthisis 
occasioned by elongated uvula was noticed some years ago in the 
Philadelphia Journal, I sent notes of it to a distinguished member of 
the profession, to be used as he might think best. 

I have since cut off an elongated uvula which 1 was sure producctl 
cough and irritation. The gentleman left town immediately after the 
operation, and I heard notiung of him afterwards.* 

Tfadmtis. —Richard Long, aetat five years. H;s mother had 

been subject to croup. The child has florid complexion. To-day, 

« 

* We make the following extract Wiseman’s Surgery, published in IGTG. 

** There also happeneth an Elongation of the Fvula through the abundance oi* 
salivoua Humour flowing upon it: in which case, if it touch upon the rout of tlMw 
Toi^e or upon the Epigbtiis, it causeth a frequent hau£ng, and in progress 
maketh a vexatious Catarrh. ' 

" Such was the case of a Servant-maid to a Noble Lady in the Countiy. V:i- 
rious Medicaments had been prescribed ineffectually: I being in that Family 
was desired to see her. LooUng into heftnoutb, I saw the Vvula Ifang dangling 
upon the root of the tongue. It was not swelled nor inflammed. I supposing it 
the cause Cf her Distemper, took hold of the^ow part of it with my FareepSt and 
at the same time cut it shorter with a prir of Scissors. It did not bleed a Spoon¬ 
ful!: and afterwards it cicatrized.of it self, without applic.ation of any kind 
of Meihcament, and she was thereby freed of the Defluxiom Such another I cut 
offin a Servant of his belon^ng to ffampion-Court, and some others 

who were so afflicted, and thereby freed them of their catarrh, when all other 
Rem^ffiM friled.” p. 333. 

We take this opportunity of (Ustinctly observing, thaf Professor Pliysick has 
never claimed the merit of being the*to discover that obstinate coiiglis were 
produced by elongation of the u\iila, and to propose its tnmc:ition for their curei 
tHc credit is, however, unquestionably due to him, of attracting the attention 
of the profession to the subject, and of devising the best Instrument for the ope- 
ratioti that has as yet been proposed for that purpose. I. !!• 
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March 1827} hoarseness and febricula, slftn warnif the cougli 
ijnging and dry. Parents administered a mixture of antimonial wine 
.and paregoric, which produced perspiration; and except a dry cough, 
the child passed a comfortable night. 

29/A.~This morning took magnesia, which operated several times 
during the day. The child appearing as well as usual, except the 
cough; fot^ this, oxymel of squills has been ^ven diuing the day. 
7 P. M. Fever came on; skin hot;" checks highly flushed; restless¬ 
ness; cough hard, ringing, and constant; a his^ng noise in respiration; 
great dyspnoea on attempting to rise. The parents administered 5iij- 
vin. antimon. which vomitea the child freely, three times; 

mucus ejected; pediluvium satisfactorily practised. No relief being af¬ 
forded, 1 was called at 11 P. M. when the childlaboured under exqui¬ 
sitely formed tracheitis. Th^^atienf, though asleep, breathed as 
through a very contracted tube, with a hissing noise, and occasion¬ 
ally rattling a small quantity of loose mucus. 

There was evidently straightened, frequent, and difiicult respira¬ 
tion. The pulse frequent, full, hard; skin hot and dry; cheeks crim¬ 
son flush. On waking, the cough proved entirely characteristic of 
croup, and tho least exertion occasioned great increase of dyspncca, 
and the whi'/.z.ing sound in breathing, with corresponding increase of 
frequency of tiTc pulse. Hoarseness of voice, restlessness, and toss¬ 
ing while awake; in short, a case of high febrile inflammatory action, 
with all the local phenomena of fixed croup. Under these circum¬ 
stances a vein was opened, and blood drawn amounting to §vi. till 
the pulse became weak and frequent; restlessness and paleness indi¬ 
cated the approach of kyncope^ The blood flowed in a rapid, full 
stream, and manifested a rednes^hich 1 have often seen accompany¬ 
ing cases oT such decided inflamfhatory action. Ordered B. Antim. 
tart. grs. iii.—^merc. dulc. pulv. ipecac, grs. vi. M. et.divid. in 
pulv. No. VI. One powder every fifteen minutes, in syrup, till full 
vomiting. The first powder produced slight, and the second free vo¬ 
miting; tiiey wcfe discontinued. The matter ejected was a thick, 
tenacious mucus, with shreds or flakes of a white matter, entirely 
distinct from the mucus, and more resembling lymph. Vomiting.con¬ 
tinued with short intervals for tliree hours. When the respirafSp was 
free, the cough eviJently less ringing and hard, and the imm^iate 
danger from croupy sufibcation ^bsided. 

30/A.—2 A. M. But now came a remarkable change in the whole 
aspect of the case. The voice was clear; respiration free; vomiting 
of watery fluids, such as the drinks taken in. Two copious stools, 
bilious, feculent, offensive discliarges, witli mucus. The pulse fre- 
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quent, feeble, thready; the face pale, countenance sunk; c^ esliollow; 
jactitation, with great thirst; the stools now assume a watery aspect, 
like the fluids swallowed, and there was every appearance of complete 
subduction of local and general inflammation. There was marked 
evidence of loss of the stomach’s tone and of the heart’s powjjr, while 
tjie mind was distinct After each vomiting and stool, there is now 
manifest collapse and alarming flagging of the vital powert Skin cool 
and partially moist. ^ 

Here a great civtugc and a critical case, and totally difierent 
from the just previous croup. 1 ascribe the rapid sinking of the 
heart’s actionr Ivwl of the general power, entirely to the deleterious 
effect of the tartar emetic. Let the reader remark on the state of 
inflammatory excitement just preceding the treatment, and the utter 
prostration occurring in two hours Jfom the loss of ^vi. of blood, 
and taking one grain of tartar emetic, six of calomel, and hvo o( 
ipecacuanha; a prostration attended with ghastliness, cold wrisfs, 
threatening speedy dissolution. The evacuations from tlic bowels 
were mere watery exhalations, from the relaxed intestinal cajiillnrics. 
nothing like secretion of bile, or faeces, or mucus appeared. Tlie in¬ 
dication now was to bring up tlie system, as promptly'and dccisivcl v 
as two hours before it was to reduce it. I tliercforc directed two tea- 
spoonsful of pure warm claret with two drops of laudanum, and 

gave with my own hand warn^.^aret and water, until the pulse be¬ 
came fuller and the patient manifested revival- The astringency of 
the wine, and the power of the opium, restrained the watery stools, 
while the grateful cordial so restored the action of the heart, as to con¬ 
vince me it was within the power of judiciously exhibited stimulus. 
The patient perspired, coughed moft easily, and fell into a quiet sleep. 

6 A.M. Left him improving. 1 directed barley-water, Svith lemon¬ 
ade, and to rub his tliroat externally with mustard and spirit. Noon. 
Has vomited slightly; breathy easily; cough harassing, but looser; no 
stool; complains of pain in the right side; pulse frefjuent, soft; skin 
natural and moist; tongue clean, moist; says lie is luiltcr. Has drank 
barley-water and taken sugar-candy with a little mint water. Ordered 
syrup, scill. comp. gutt. xv. secunda hora sumend. 4 P. M. Slept 
well;f'\coughed less; pulse frequent, soft; otherwise as above, but 
without stool. Eveninir. Slept soundly, and perspired freely, so as 
to render warm bathing unneccs'sar^; coughed less. Continued syrup, 
sdli. comp. Midnight Cough less; but always wakes with a remarka * 
ble h^^cination, requiring some time to bring about rationale; rubs 
his'jMc* eyes, and eyelids very much: no evacuation. Directed an 
iniection in the morning iT costivcncss continued. 
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3lif.—9 A. M. Rested well last night; cou^ diminishing; waked 
Avithout wildness; no evacuation; tongue very white; pulse frequent, 

• soft; pupils dilated; complains of objects in the room being at great 

distance; face flushed; symptoms of irritation. Ordered senn. infiis. 
with crem. tartar. 6 P. M. Pulse through the day 125, with an ab- 
ruptjerk, but not hard; awoke to day frightened, screaming, apd 
confused;*tongue still very white; skin cool, but limbs ‘u motion and 
restless; still rubs lus nose and eyes; cough frequent, but loose; senna 
operated once freely; continue it in increased doses, and pediluviuni 
at night. ^ • 

^pril \sL —6 P, M. Slept well last night; boiS^t freely evacu¬ 
ated;. tongue much cleaner and moist; pulse slower and soft; skin 
t ool and moist; cough less; pupils natural. Ha^ taken spir. nit dulc. 
55 s. tertia liora, with fine effect 

—2 P. M. Passed a restless night with dry coughing; com¬ 
plains of bright vision; heaviness in the head; had at 9 o’clock this 
morning a chill followed by high fever; frequent, strong, hard pulse; 
jiain in the right side; tongue not white but yellow; bowels costive: 
no stool since yesterday. Ordered venesection to ^v.—mere. dulc. 
grs. v.—mucilage of gum Arabic—flaxseed tea, with minute doses ol 
aniim. wine for common drink. 9 P. IM. Has had one large stool, 
which, with the bleeding, much allayed the fever; pulse frequent, 
but not so hard, or strong, or full; skin cool and moist, and tongue 
cleaner, but cough incessant and harassing. Ordered a dose of li¬ 
quorice, aiitim. wine, and paregoric in mucilage every hour; blister 
to throat if not less cough in two hours; injection at day-break, un¬ 
less a stool previous. 

3d.—9 A. M. Took three doses of the anodyne mixture; it com¬ 
posed him,*so that the blister wdS not necessary; cough much less; 

* very little febrile, but much irritative action; no stool; skin moist; 
tongue cleaner; some unpleasant feelings about the head and eyes. 
Orilered five grains of calomel with ^ss. ol. ricin., and after its ope¬ 
ration the anodyne mixture. 6 P. M. Puigative operated three 
times; is much better in every respect; take the anodyne. 

4th .—6 P. M. Has passed a tolerably quiet night; cough leQs ha¬ 
rassing, and loose; j)ulsc still frequent; and little fatigue inducing 
dyspnoea; bowels loose; skin sweating; is very cheerful, and counte* 
nance liriglil. ** 

The above case is rcmaikable, 1st, for the croup; 2tl, for Uic 
immediate P'ansitiou to collapse from the poisonous effect of tartar 
emetic; 3d, foi (he immediate relief given by the claret wine, the ve¬ 
getable astringent ami cordial, and Ihe laudanum; 4Ui, for the singu- 
No. VI.—Keb. 1829. 4(i 
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lar state of vision; he said the objects in the room were at very great 
distance; and again he complained of the bright vivid colour of things 
about him; 5th, for the resumption of inflammation in the lungs and 
pleura after the collapse. On the whole the case may be useful to 
the young practitioner. 

•I was aided in the treatment of the latter periods of the case by 
my intelligent and valued friend, Dr. Lovki.l, the surgcun-gcneral 
of the army. 

Perhapa the antimonial wine taken at first may have predisposed 
the child to the severe effects bf the grain of tartar emetic I gave. 

1 once saw s^ild eighteen months old, die from a smaller dose of 
tartar efhetic than 1 administered in the case of the son of Col. liOiig. 

Washingtofu D, C. Dec. 1827. 


Art. XII. On the Impropriety of Ergot in Placental Canes. By 
MUEi. Jacksow, M. U. of Northumberland. 

n 

In Vol. II. of this Journal, p. 89, we ventured to fpiestioii the pro 
priety of using ergot for the purpose of exciting the placenta-expelling 
pains, upon the principle that it is impossible at any time to ascertain 
certainly, whether the contraction of the uterus is regular, and of 
course, whether the medicine is to do good or evil; to propel tlic pla¬ 
centa or to compress and grind, and retain it witli redoubled power. 
After more experience and much reflection, Vc are still of the same 
mind; and now beg leave to express our opinions more explicitly than 
before, being the more willing to obtrude this subject once more on 
the reader, as wc have been informed that our former publication was 
not fairly understood. It has been supposed that wc denounced tlie 
use of ergot in the irregular contractions merely, in which no practi¬ 
tioner would ever use this medicine; whereas a morp careful perusal 
would have informed the obtusest reader that wc object to it in all 
cases whatever of retained placenta, because it is impossible to ascer¬ 
tain in any case, whether the state of the parts within is suitable to 
its operation. As we are here at variance with all authorities, many 
of which ought to be i*espected far beyond ourow'ii, we must implore 
theTea^|4k>’s patience, while wc remind him that “ tlm race is not 
alwajgi^ the swift, nor the battle to the stro'^g, but that time ainl 
chan hai^neth to all men.’^ 

'fnerc are five states of the uterus and placenta, any one of whtcli 
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may exist witliout any possibility of ascertaining the fact; and if it 
•<lo exist, the ergot must prove a very serious, and often a deplorable 
' injury. Firsts the hour-glass uteinis; Second^ the longitudinal con¬ 
traction; Third, the morbidly, or otherwise too adherent placenta; 
Fourthf the depressed fundus; Fifth, a torpor of the uterus, or an in¬ 
susceptibility of ergotism from long-continued labour, or other causes 
not understood. Under the two heads of hourglass aiui longitudinal 
uterus, we here include all irregular contractions whatever, by which 
the iilacenta is retained, as they all fall undev the same pathology and 
gi'iuial indications of curc^ whethef the coarctation pervade the 
whole volume of circular muscle, or be con&ied of uncer¬ 

tain width, and whether this last be situated in the neck or the body. 

Uf the hour-glass and longitudinal uterus, it might be supposed 
they could be ascertained partly through the medium of the abdomi¬ 
nal parietes, and partly by the common examination per vaginam with 
(lie mere finger. Thus it may be said that when the uterus reaches 
liigK up in the abdomen, and is contracted laterally, when there is no 
haunorrhage, and tlie placenta cannot be reached by the finger, these 
irrogular contractions are to be suspected. But every one must know 
ilmt tlicse circumstances do all very frequently obtain, when the con- 
U’action is at Jeast sufficiently regular to expel the placenta without 
help, and flierefore that any examination of this kind may often de- 
<’eive. It may sometimes succeed in strongly marked cases, when 
die abdominal pai'ietes are thin, and the accoucheur endowed with the 
faclus cruditissimus; but as a standing rule, and in ordinary hands, 
we liold tliat these contractions cannot be ascei’tained short of intro- 
ducin(>: the hand. 

'J'iie uterus is sometimes found large, hard, and globular, and the 
unnatural stricture is so fonnedthat the upper cyst lies buried among 
Die intestines under the great mass of tlie womb, and though small, 
it may contain tlie greater part of a small placenta. This we have 
known in two instances. The womb felt imperfectly but regularly 
and firmly contracted wlien examined above the pubes. 

Wlnm the uterus is felt to be well contracted, there may be a stria- 
lure near, or at tlie neck, which grasps the [dacenta, and prevents its 
expulsion. This iiyiss is perceived by the finger, is felt to prOtVudo 
a little with every pain, and ho^s we entertained that it will be 
quickly delivered; but when the accoucheur has waited till all are 
out of patience with such unexpected delays, he introduces his hand 
and finds a stricture near the cervix uteri, and the prolonged pla¬ 
centa still adhering. Dknman says that when the placenta is de- 
larhed and fallen inlo the vagina, it may be left there to be expelled 
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by the after-pains. But it is very certain that when it has all the 
proofs possible of being detached, and even protrudes a little extra 
vaginam, it may yet be held fast by a contraction of the cervix uteri, 
and- the entire separation be thereby prevented. This we have known, 
both in our own practice, and that of the midwives; it is also men- 
tidned by Dr. Dewees, and particularly treated of in his System of 
Midwifery. 

In the longitudinal contraction, the uterus is felt through ihc ab¬ 
dominal psUdetesto be frnn, globular, and well contracted; the pla¬ 
centa isielt by^he finger, antf appears to be descending with every 
pain; bnt wheri' af*last the hand is introduced, this mass is found to 
be embraced by a long hom-like process which grasps a portion of it 
and prevents its entire separation. 

The kind of contraction which is present, cannot therefore be 
ascertained by any means that we know of, and if ergot is given, it 
must be at the risk of doing evil, rather than with the certainty of 
doing good. It is very true that in many cases, nolliing could pos¬ 
sibly be more appropriate, but to ascertain that if such be the case in 
hand, we hold to be altogether impracticable. Thus, a few niglits 
ago we presumed that the uterus was most irregularly"contractcd; it 
felt as though there was a long process passing oft'in Ihe direction of 
the spleen, and the placenta could not be reached with the finger, 
though the pains were frequent and pressing. On proceeding to the 
manual extraction, the uterine cavity felt regular, and the hand with 
the placenta was very gently expelled by a single pain. But on the 
contrary, we shall relate a case of hour-glass uterus in which there 
was eveiy reason to believe the contraction to be regular, and there¬ 
fore we tried the ergot once more in compliance with the best autho¬ 
rities, though altogether in contempt of our own principles. 

Mrs. G. ofG. was delivered of her first child about two months 
ago, after a tedious and painful but natural labour. Sl\e was very 
young, weak, and excessively irritable from the first, for which rea¬ 
son we did not proceed to the manual extraction as soon as we should 
have otherwise done. The womb was felt large, globular, hard, above 
the pubes, and the placenta, as was supposed^ was reached by the 
finger. The natural pains did not supervene within one liour, though 
(nctions had been frequ*^ntly used, and tlierefore we gave thirty grains 
of ergot, in divided doses. Here we could not believe there was an 

uterus was s(» large and globular, it ap¬ 
peared' hardly possible that a portion of it cou’ :l any where exist suf¬ 
ficient to form a separate cyst; it could not be at the fundus or body, 
which were felt so very distinctly, nor at the neck, for something 
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was felt by the tip of the finger, which was, as w^c supposed, the whole 
mass of the placenta. 

■ The ergot brought on its peculiar depressing pains, but they gra¬ 
dually diminished after an hour, without having in the least protruded 
what was supposed to be the placenta, or having changed the shape 
of the womb, as felt above t!ie pubes. The abdomen now began to 
swell, and though the woman was so irritable, from the fii'st, as bald¬ 
ly to suffer us to touch her, wc determined to wait no longer. The 
supposed placenta was discovered, on introducing the hand, to be a 
quantity of blood collected i^j the menfbranes, and ityvas found that 
the real placenta, which afterwards proved to be ultfu^ally diminu¬ 
tive, was enclosed in a very small upper chamber that seemed to 
l each alin(»st under the sternum, and the contraction was so close 
that it tightly embraced the cord. Here was a deplorable business 
for a delicate and excessively irritable young lady, but there was only 
one method of proceedings however panful. She passed at least fif¬ 
teen minutes of most cruel suffering before she was relieved. Con¬ 
trary to our expectations, she had a speedy recovery, and with¬ 
out any other backse.t than two or three fits of an habitual inter- 
mitt<‘nt. Ho^^ much better would it have been to have tenaciously 
adhered to the j)rijiciples laid down in our former paper, and thus to 
have roimived the placenta at the end of an hour, sooner or later! It 
is true, there might have been at that time, and no doubt there ac¬ 
tually was, an hour-glass uterus; but it may be fairly presumed that 
tlie contraction was not so violent, and it is fully certain that all the 
parts were in a more fit^state for the manual extraction, and the pa¬ 
tient's miml far better prepared to suftcr. 

In cases of the morbidly adherent placenta, it is probable that some 
4tf iha organ might be cast offby*the powers of the ergot, and if the 
' greater part should fortunately come away, and the practitioner be 
content \vi(,h tliis state of things, there is hardly a doubt but that the 
rest might be separated by the operations of nature. This we con¬ 
ceive would ])rove moi e fortunate than the detachment by manual 
violence. Sec Sinellie, Vol. II. Collect, xxiii. Case 2. liut should 
the whole placenta remain, or the greater part of it, the patient would 
have to suffer all th^ torment inflicted by the ergot, and also to un¬ 
dergo the manual extraction, now rendered tenfold worse by delay 
and irritation. 

• 

AVhen th*c fundus is depressed, and the womb in danger of inver¬ 
sion, of which the attendant can know nothing till the hand is intro¬ 
duced. the mischievous operation of the ergot is painful, even in con- 
"leniplation. But it will be said, that the careful practitioner will 



306 * Jackso'.i on Ergot in Placental Cases. 

always ascertain this by an examination above the pubes. This is 
not absolutely certain in tlie mere depression, however possible tt 
may be to do so in the complete, and even in the partial inversion. 
But even here, Denman says that in one case, (that is of inversion,) 
that was under the care of a person who might liavc been^allowcd to 
ba a competent judge, and expected to act more wisely, when heap- 
plied his hand to the abdomen, tlie recession of the inverting uterus was 
ndstaken for its contraction, and it was actually inverted, though he 
entertained no auspicim of what had happened. If this could hap¬ 
pen in the ban^s of such a petson as Denman speaks of, and that too 
incase of surely the mere depression might never be de¬ 

tected by lialf the practilitmera, male and female, of the obstetric 
art 

But it may be said that this state of the uterus must always W 
within reach of the finger; icertiuniy not always, thougli in deep de¬ 
pressions it no doubt may. Br. Dkwebs, System of Midwifery, 3il 
edition, p. 486, says, found the placenta^wsi within reach of the 
finger^ and attempted to witiidraw it, but it gave great resistance an<l 
extreme pzdn. I now introduced my hand^ and found a tumour re¬ 
sembling in shape and size the swelling at the bottom' of a common 
black bottle, over which the placenta was spread,” ^ And again, p. 
490, ho says of another case, “I took hold of the cord and merely 
tightened it, on which she begged me to wait, as it gave her great 
pain. 1 traced the end to the vagina, and found at the os exiernum 
a placenta, I thought unusually dense and large. On gently altem])t- 
ing to withdraw it, as I thought it loose in the vagina, 1 found un¬ 
common resistance, which I attributed to its bulk, and desisted from 
further effort, hoping the uterus would, by contracting, push it com¬ 
pletely down. In this I was disappointed. I now expected that a 
mure than common cause detained the placenta in the vagina, and 
began a more complete exaimnatioD. I pierced tlm substance of the 
placenta with my forefinger, and tightened tlie cord; beneath the 
placenta I perceived around, hard substance, whiclwl but loo quickly 
discovered to be the fundus of the uterus inserted.” 

The above cases show moat clearly that the depressed fundus may 
e:dst without being ascertained by a common examination above the 
pubes and per vagtnan with the only. To expatiate on tlie ac¬ 

tion of ergot in such cases is wholly unnecessary. 

Ifi'ouriwh and last state, we supposed the uterus to he insensililc, 
or neafllmo, to the operation of ergot. It hapj ,uis that we never gave 
a doacipf this medicine for the expulsion* of the child that did not 
bring on strong pains; but in jilaccntal cases we have often been dis- 
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appointed, thougii the medicine was taken from the same parcel. It 
l^s sometimes faileil entirely to excite the uterus, and not unfro- 
.quently it has superinduced some grinding pains that very soon died 
away. 

Therc.ia*another point of view in which ergot may not be consi- 
<lercd entirely safe in placental cases, even when all the parts are i|i 
the most favourable state for its just operation. It may oxcite pains 
out of all proportion to the object to be attained, and which may not 
very soon subside. When we give this medk^ine for the expulsion 
of the child, its power may be in a grout measure exhausfed b^ the 
time tlic labour is finished; not so when given to eif&the placenta, 
as this process is often quickly finished, and in such cases the ergot 
may expend itself in furious spasms or throes which may not be easily 
subdued, and may even end with a prolapsus, if not a procidentia 
uteri. Wc have never seen any thing similar, but Dr. Dewees, Sys¬ 
tem of Midwifery, third edition, p. 620, and also in Yol. t, of this 
Journal, )). 258, relates a case precisely to the purpose. A lady 
Mburted at a little beyond the fifth montli with twins. The involucra 
did not come away for several days after the expulsion of the em¬ 
bryos; but as they came off in one mass very soon after taking twenty 
gi ains of ergot, the lady could not be persuaded but that one of the 
placentae rcmainiMl, and desired that anotlmr dose of the ergot might 
be gi^ en her. 'J'his 1 positively refused, but at the same time assured 
tuM- iliat nothing remained to come away. She was, however, not 
convinced; for I had scarcely left the house before she caused another 
portion of the ergot to be given her. The consequences were a repe¬ 
tition of violent pains, aftd the csca}>e of a considerable portion of the 
utei us through the os externum.” In the next page the doctor says, 
^‘1 am tlu*refore convinced thaA much future injury has been sus- 
• tained by giving this medicine in cases where there is little.or no re¬ 
sistance to be overcome; for in such cases the increased 63*01*18 of the 
uterus continue after the child is delivered.’^ This reasoning, we pre¬ 
sume, docs not r$af.li those cases in which eigot ought to be given in 
very small doses merely to produce a tonic effect. 

Now, when wc take into consideration the various circumstances 
in whicli ergot cannot be used with propriety, any one of which may 
exist without the knowledge of 6ic practitioner giving this medicine, 
and add to those the cases in whfcli ii; will merely distress the patient 
'with its pCAruliur grinding pains, ami fail at lust to effect its object 
without any ,:ssignable reason, we are ready to conclude that it is by 
no means applicable to the expulsion of the placenta. The only rea- 
M)n to be assiy:ned for the use of ergot is, that it may supersede the 
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painful expedient of manual extraction. But here wc must not for¬ 
get that ergot itself is a painful expedient. The throes or spasius 
which it brings on are not natural, and are indeed hardly similar to 
labour. The woman always knows the difference, and expresses her 
impatience with them. This difference obtains more clearly in pla¬ 
cental than in child-birth cases. Now suppose that an accoucheur has 
fifty cases a year of the placenta retained too long, and that he gives 
ergot in every one—^the totality of suffering will be vciy great, and 
far greater than if he vere to proceed to the manual extraction at a 
proper time; as the medicineonust in some cases fail, most generally 
distress the pa^ipt even when it succeeds the best, will sometimes 
add strength to tlie irregular contractions, and will at all times occa¬ 
sion an anxious delay. 

Nor is tlie influenceone example to be neglected in these cases. 
It seems to be the part of the midwives to abuse all the learning they 
casually acquire from the regular accoucheur, and most certainly 
they will not fail to provide themselves with a medicine apparently 
so very convenient. Whereas it is their business to send for fui tlicr 
help in all cases of retained placenta. 

After all that has been said, it must be confessed tlicii (lie necessity 
of using either ergot or the manual extraclioji hears but a \ery small 
proportion to the totality of cases, and that a still smaller pro])orlioii 
of diese will be subject to the various casualties which oppose the use 
of ergot; consequently an accoucheur may pass tlirough a long and 
busy practice without encountering any of the evils, or doing any of 
the mischief we have here set forfii. Hence, if the experience nt 
others is in favour of giving ergot in these*' cases, it must surely be 
considered as owing to a more fortunate succcssioin of suitable cases; 
the very next that occurs may di&appoint their hopes,*aud change 
their opinions, may bring themselves and their patient into all the 
distress of an hour-glass uterus rendered tenfold worse by the action 
of ergot, and teach them the necessity of acting by known principles 
in pathology, rather than by the dictates of unprincipled experience. 

Northumberland^ Pa. Dec. 1828 . 
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Art. Xlll. jJccoimt of Za CAariU at J^aris. By Elisha 

• M. D- of liOweli> AfaM. ., J'K 

' * f 

XlllS hospiUl is considered the second ia h^p«iance,of the French 
capital. It was founded by Maria de ^ledecis in 160^ afld ite his¬ 
tory, together with that of it^church, fronl ^4* t^'<|pwn to the re¬ 
volution, is too long and^ninteFestii^ to be 4.$(futod to thi8 ^|»per. 
During the revolution it was called ** Hotptco ito PUhiiOf^* btiit since 
1815 it has taken its former name. In W«re two hipdred 

and eight patients; there are now more than toree^hnndred, upwards 
two-thirds of which are nude. This h 0 a{Htal,» on Account of ito dtua- 
iion, its laige and airy wards, and the judid^us arrangemefrt of toe 
patients, has always given, in regard to its i^rtality, more satisfac¬ 
tory results than most of the others. Hie foUowing statement of the 
average mortality in the principal hospitals, fiom 1804 to 1814, may 
not be uninteresting. 

At L.a Charitf, 1 in Hdlel Dieu, 1 in 4^—l4a I 

Ill 41-—Saint Antoine, 1 in 5i,—"^Jwhin, 1 in 7i-*“Neckcr, 1 in 6. 
—Beaujoii, 1 in 5i.-— Children’s, 1 in 4i. 

The service in the surgical wards is performed by Boyer and 
Roux, of whom we shall speak more at length hereafter. The prin- 
i ipal physicians arc FoueuiBR, l^EnMiviBR, and Cmomel. I am in¬ 
debted to ?f. R\ tier’s practical formulary of the hospitals of Paris, 
for the following observations ou die character and praj^ce of M. 
Fouquier. 

“ This professor, whose visits are assiditouBify ftSlowcd by a great number^of 
'students and phybicians, exhibits in his practice that*prudent tenponzoium 
whicli know s how to leave something to the conservative ^orte of native, wlule, 
when itsis necessary in order to save his patient from certain death, he is prompt 
and energetic in his measures. An attentive and scWpuloua obacrver, joininlf a 
rare ingenuity to an exercised ‘*coup he dilfinguilhes himself by the 

cvactiuidc of his diagnosis, and the certainty of his prognosis, wWch he never 
gives till after a minute and profoundhsamination. Farftom seeU^ to astonish 
by a pretended perspicacity which would divine the causes of dMfc at dtat 
Mght, he teaches, on tlic contraiy, his students to cany into thmridnhstigetiOiis 
i)f diseases, a minute attention and a wise deliberation, which shall conduo^^to 
positive results, or at least enable them to avoid those erroftwhlch comprOIBi«c 
ihc dignity ot the art. llis therapeutic is ample and rational, and if he some- 
VI.—Feb. 1829. 47 
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times gives himself up to experiment, it is always with that prudence and re¬ 
serve imposed by conscience and responsibility. 

** An absolute stranger to the spirit of system, and following llie track traced 
by observation and experience, he has long taught, both in his courses of tlicoiy 
and practice, th& frequency of phlegmasias, and the necessity of insisting on 
the antiphlogistic tril^bnent, even when these diseases have passed into the 
st^^. He has ala6 taught .that the essential fevers of tlie ancients were 
Vi^.often merely symptomatic of local j^ammation, tliough, in opposition to 
tij&i&ctrinc of Broussajs, he still tlunks^ere exist essential fevers, that is, fc- 
vlm m wlrich the exatmuent is . general, not showing itself in any one part 
sulficjpn^fireaoininant t£ be considered the local cause of the disease. He has 
long his^uthority ag^s^ {he abuse- of tonics and stimulants in the 

of acAe iisal£didi. ^ f\ 

diseases peculiar to himself.- In the 

painterV colic, for etai^e, ijebia depaHed from beaten track, and has 
added^ a treatment ofo^peflence had demonstrated the efiiclency 
th^ modidcationa n.ia^i^-therapeutic. Acute rheumatism Is 

con^idefedby him aay is treated accordingly; but he pre- 

fens tbe ^^eatioa .ofleec^(^a 4 Qd ^ c^plaams, uded by drinks lightly diapho¬ 
retic, and warm baths, to bleeding; the latter, according to him, being 

followed by ft long and temt^'Vmnvaleacebce. This treatment has oflen siic- 
ceededin chronic ar^cu1af iheal^ti8m, liri^h had produced partial anchylo¬ 
sis. fh neuralgias in general he employs bleeding, general or local, followed by 
vetication, not on the course of the diseased nen'e, as directed by Cutiigno, but 
ove^ ^e region of its expanded ex^mi^. * 

number of nervous diseases so j^nsMerable for those who observe sit- 
perficiaBy, is very much dimini^ed fliia prsmtitioncr,. who endeavours :is far 
as possible to refer each series ^ symptoms to the lesion of an organ. Nolwith- 
stu^ngthia reduction, however, tiiOK afiec^ns to which we arc still obliged 
to apply^e denomination nerooua itte numerous. M. Foiiquicr ad- 

nuts the existence of maladies purely nervous, tlm^ to say, in whicli our means 
of investigation hare nol: yCt twen able to discover any material lesion, to wliich 
as a cause, th^ can be attziln^M. He i&fesaeMhis opinion in regard tp asth¬ 
ma, which lf,'%ostan, (^S^tp^ti'^^re regards as dependant on aneurim of tlie. 
heart. In the treatment of hCiyoas Sections) such as epilepsy, hysteria, 8cc. he 
uses the narcbtic extract^ as b'elU^ohna,' hyosciamus, lactuca, and Uie prussic 
acid. 

** The original pc^4i^mritiqn.:to tuberdulous and cancerous affections has 
b^n the subject of much controversy. M. Fouquierbelieves thatin the gi-cater 
i^imber of cases.tmt'predisposition exists, but that the diseases ordinarily ac- 
^tapM 3 ring it, may manifest themselves altogether independent of siicli pre- 
^Ijporition. In aueurinns of the heart ai^'great vessels, his treatment consists 
or (^neral bleeding; usually, he ^i^-iecoursc to tlie latter in* order to 
^fiie^r system, which he repeats more or less frequently acconl 
with which the waste of blood is repaired, lie continues this 
U^tem^iation of the disease, and he nas often seen venesection 
tile, patient from iiftpending .suffocation. This evacuation, fur 
tenting the symptomatic anasui'ca, seems on the conti'ary to promote 
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the absoq)tlon of the effused 6uid, and to second the action of <Uurelics.^ 
When this absorption is a long time delayed* and the skin has become very 
much distended, he makes with a sharp lancet uicisions sufficiently deep to 
reach tlie meshes of cellular tissue* which produces a rapid ^^■niniitift^ of the 
dropsical swelling. Long experience has demonstrate to this pr^cUbovier 
that there h no danger of the supervention of gtn^res^ *>ut an indi^ei^le 
condition is to divide entirely the sk^ instead of ntalting a superfi^iKl' in 
To these nfeans arc added a light s0|Hfe'4luretic8 to arrest tb^.^ 

gress of infiltration, and finally, preparations of sqidll and digitaKs, wh ^ 
considered not only diuretic, but proper, m adtifllt^^wnnbiUtyofttieh^ 
to diiriinish the energy of its contractions. ^ * . • 

M. Fouquicr has published Iftit a szpall nq|a|>er h^ li^ has 

parted to tliosc persons who have hi chi mtf ' the. of 

ills labours on various points of thedi<^e,^i^fe^bi8 reaeansMp ui re¬ 

lation to the properties of many article of the zoatejffiL^inTOica, paitiC^i^y the 
nux vomica, acetate of lead, the hyolKSkjnw, 

stramonium, and lettuce, of the 

laurel, and prussic acid; reaaarche^ been 

lished, and the others of whifth iHU ^pn be to Boytf ^Acad^my 

of Medicine.” ^ ^ 

The following is a brief alwrfefcct fluent pbin^ in 

the practice of M- Lcrniinier,<colniinuttciAiBd^y-Wni8elf in a note to 
M. Jtatier. , 

“ I treat contimied fevers by simile datiratS^ so long as no pi^sehldi^tion 
presents itself to be fiilfiUed. If th«e «8tS an i^lbblap of inflammatory 
symptoms, a state of pletfloraf..! dwet agenexal bleeffing; if sanguineous con¬ 
gestions exist, I remove th^i by the ajffilicatimi of leeches* It is to these vari- 
iuis congestions that my attei^on to^'e^,pj|^cularly call^ in thecouii^' 
fevers. I have often, for ergu^lei 'aplilW^th great advance leeches tp the 
neck, or behind the ears, inihe advanced starts f^evers, arid even at a time 
when adynamic symptoms had beeome'prbfcitidiitly niariced. Whenever there 
is an abundant dianhcEa, I moderate 9r suspenctU by the applioaition of leeches 
to the shm* I have often seen after the emplftymetrt thU mean, the 8tuf»,or 
disappear, and the vital powers lune# ^emsrfwi- ^ whfu there, a 
real adynamia, I have recourse to. tonics, iwd: the aqueous inflirion of cincl^ 
is the preparation which I roost geueiiUy use. I ™ly same time r^- 
sives. Wlien I obsbrve that asseiflbtoge of symptifflf taifc^by the name of^- 
liotis, I do not hesitate to employ emetics'; pwti^^ly efficacio^in 

abridging the cause of the disease. - ^ . .j, - * ■ 

“ I combat acute rheumatism Ijy general bleeduigv, uiAw* /rqajBrvg^ 

number of times, until tte buffy col^ en^ (fisappe^'ft^^ 
has become much less evident. I^hes'in rheuroat^.^ej^^ wi»^Bic 
•pain in the part where they are appUed, but at 

other situation; this never occura in opening a vein. “® 

tion of certmn pneumonias, which have a^^ndency to paJW^,toto the 
staffe, by siibstitutine for simple demulceritt some aitd puto^ly 

a decoction of polvgala and an aromatic confection. In pfitter’s cohe I follow 
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^ ita full extent the ancient treatment of the fathers of La Charity. 1 employ 
it iMth successi even in those cases where there exists considerable febrile ex-^ 
citement.’* 

The practice.of M. Chomel is much like that of M. Fouquier, ex¬ 
cept that he shows himself a more zealous partizan of the 4pctrine of 
fq^^p^ and of the eta^ojmeni of tonics and stimulants. 

Siatitiical Thhkfivm tlUMiual Report of 1822. 
lybol^ num&er of beds, 323. 

^ « Medicine. Surgin'* 

yen - 74 

Whmen -* - ^0 - - - 34 


Surgerj'* 

74 

34 


WOMEN. 


I» die hbnntal, 
Jaikl, 

Adim1;ted dur¬ 
ing the year 
Dismissed - 
Deaths • - 
Remaining 31st 
Dec. 182!9^ 
Rate of moitali- 
tyjt one for 
Mean number of 
days in the 
hospital • 




. 65 . 


Su^. Total 


d20 227 
.465 215 
146 15 


4.27 15.5 


3,500 

2,956 

565 


The a^s which gave the gteatejit number of patients were from 
eighteen to twenty-five.,^:, ^ > 

It will be observed'^ et^paring the above table with that of 
the Hotel Dieu for the sanih year, tffit the rate of mortality at La 
Charity considerably exceeda^at at the Hotel Dieu. It will also be 
noticed, that tte during ^ich^the patients.j^maincd in the hos¬ 
pital was much greater than atihe B6tel Dieu, showing a greater pro¬ 
portion of chronid^disefUiOV this civcttmstance explains in part the 
increased proporQi^ate mortality. There are also at La Charity a 
latgp number of patients with pulmonary disease, which is sufficient 
caugp tile moV^ considerable mortality in the medical wards. 

visits are' nmde at tiie aaome h^9^ as at the Hotel Dieu. Two 
md^^m are i^iftropriatea^ operations, most of which 

'It will be seen that the amount of Surgery for 
19i^^B%re^|0|t aVtiie HdtelJ^eu. This was not the case in 1826 

Charity at that time exceeding 
tho4?at any other^ospiial in the city. 
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Sutures • . . . 

Abscesses of the anus 
'Hy^'oceles by injection - 
Incisions for opening abscesses. 
Luxation of bumerus 
• ■ ■ ' ' of elbow - 
■ —' of patella - 

— of root 

Strangulated hernias «- 
Paraphymo^ ... 
Incisions for whitlows 
1'MstuIa lachrymalis • 

Introduction of catheter - 
Lithotomy—lateral operation 
Kemovkl of polypus • 

Ucsection of mucous membrane of 
the rectum - • » • 


Surgery of £a ChariUfor the year 1823. 

Removal of wens 


33 
11 
16 
&c. 53 
11 


2 

ift 

3 

27. 

4 

14 

10 


o^pan 


cers 


Sarcocele 
Cataracts by extraction 
FistAt in ano • 
Fissure ofifae ,anus - 
Bronchotomy - 
Amputation of arm - 
m > III.of forearm 








■1^^- 




13 

17 

11 

43 

32 




.•4' 

1 

12 

8 

X 

13 

1 

2 


- 




It will be observed in coa|Aru}g^4b)t^^pud4'9# of tlie H6tel 

Dieu and La Charity, thai there ii n of in t&e pro¬ 

portion of certain operations at th4 two hosfdtals. This is tiie case 
in regard to operations for the atone. afflicted with fistula 

in ano are mostly sent to La (^iarit^» fraetini^s generally to the H6- 
fel Dieu, where they are treated by positron;, jand cataracts to the 
Hotel Dieu and La Charit6 in nearly equal proportion. The appli¬ 
cations fur admission are all made at a generd office, and the patibnts 
are sent to one hospital or another, according to the nature of' their 
diseases, or other circumstances* This arrangement is of great util¬ 
ity, as it gives the surgeon an o;qimrtunity of listing the value of any 
particular method of Ireatoient^ and the student of witnessing apd 
studying any class of diAases, or afiy particular practice. Thus, the 
cases of fistula in ano are sent to La Gharit4, because Roux considers 
■it importantTto remove freely all the indurated and fistulous portion 
*of the disease, and the cases of cataniAt are divided between La 
Charite and the Hotel Dieu, Ih order that Dupuytrmi u^d Roux in|^ 
test the comparative value of their metiiods of operating; the fonder 
by couching, and^the latter by extraction* Cancerous affections of the 
uterus are sent to La Piti4, it-beii^ in such easel that Lxsfrano hu 
of late successfully resorted to amputation of the neck of the 
The surgical department of 1^ Chariti Is under the care of iihe ve¬ 
teran Boyer, and his son-in-l^, M. Roux. Boyer has long been 
known in this country as an adtSSr, and tu»>gFeat wmrbto^lUigi^OTy is 
probably the most complete system in any tao^juage. ^U v^ilation 
published in this country is a mere epitme. The^wOrk iras completed 
by the publication of the eleventh and lUit volume^ui IfiSf* This vene¬ 
rable old man, whose name holds no second place in the rank of distin- 
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guislied liviugsurgcons, was of obscure ori^n, and is indebted to his own 
exertions for his present proud elevation. He often gives his students 
a brief history of his caxeer, somewhat in the following language:— 
Dubois and myself came to Paris together. We pursued our 
studies in the same room, and: we had but one coat whiclvwas fit to 
in public. When M. Dubois wished to go out he took the coat 
remained at home; and when^ indulged the same privilege, 
M* Dubois was left at our room-' 1 first became out-dresser of one 
of the hospitals, then (pie of &e resident dressers, and now, behold 
me! ^1^) surgeon in cl^f of La Charity, and baron of the em¬ 
pire!” Old l^as left evident traces'on the mind as well as the 
person^ Boyer, ^^ougb he^U attends daily to the duties of his of- 
fidal.etsEtion, and of Ida ^imte piattica ' He operates occasionally 
at the hospital, though and unsteady hands are unfit- 

ting him. for the; duties. During my at¬ 

tendance atdLia ^ChariTO he" pimoimed very well the operations of am¬ 
putation, removal of the tedicle and lithotomy. His clinical lectures 


on surgery are attended hy a small number of students. 

M. Roux as an ojj^ratOnis justly esteemed the rival of baron Du- 
puytren; and considering him merely as an operator, considering 
merely his skill and dexterity in the use of the knife, he is unques¬ 
tionably his equal, and, in die opinion of most who* have seen the 
practice of both surgeons, his superior. But <^take him for all in 
all” as a suigeon, he is evidently fitr inferior to his illustrious co- 
temporary. He is deplorably deficient in that most essential atfri- 
bute of the accomplished and ^ successful stiigeon—sound judgment, 
or foresight—so well ei^ressed bjr the Fren^ word preuo^ancr, and 
for the possession of u&ch^ 1 have already smd, Dupuytron is par¬ 
ticularly distinguished. ..Insiances^re frequently occurring of ope¬ 
rations performed by Roux in ^es which had been pronounced by 
Dupuytren beyond the resources^of art.* Roux’s operations are un¬ 
successful to a melancholy extent; a result which I believe is justly 
attributable to inattention to those''Oircum8tances in^regard to the si¬ 
tuation of the padent which may diminish or increase the chances of 
success, and also to an improper practice subsequent to the operation— 


a faultwhich runs through the whole system of French surgery, which 
in^e opinion (^ most American ahd/English practitioners, adds in 
no in^onrid^hle degree .to theif cafiilegue of mortality, and of which 
said hereafter. Roux appears particularly fond of tc- 
di6USiy|Knifficult operations s^ut the moutl. and face, such as his 
sta^||||i^aphia, ^md^those don^^% the cure of deformities. There 
was-ifi interesting case of the latter kind in the hospilitl during the 
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whole period of my attendahce, eleven niontlis, exhibiting a remark¬ 
able example of perseverance and determination on the part of the 
surgeon, and of fortitude on the part of the patient. This was a g^rl 
eighteen or twenty years of age, whose left cheek had been perforated 
by an ulceration following an attack of fever. The patient was in 
good health, and though the deformity was easily concealed by 
ing an adliesive plaster, and thc^h she suffered from it ijut tiim^ 
inconvenience, she w^ anxious that it should be removed, and M. 
Roux consented to make the attempt 1 regular minutes of 

the c^e, but as near as 1 can recollect^ the openiUg u^^tAout three- 
quarters of an inch in diamefmr« ^ Ihe '^s that of par¬ 

ing the edges, and bringing them tage^lher ,w^>^|Hit^e8 and^i^esive 
straps. This was unsuccessful. The ex¬ 

piration of some weeks, was per£|fme^]uiu purtiof^the opining, and 
this was partially successful* timiM these 

operations variously modified, which long and painful, 

without being able to close the aperture, M. Roux proposed attempt¬ 
ing to till it up by a piece of skin taken from the palm of the hand on 
the inner side. The girl, after due deliberatiDn, and after many vain 
attempts to persuade some one of the students to substitute his hand 
fur her own, consented, and the operation was accordingly done. 
The edges of about three-quarters of the opening were pared oflf^ and 
the ])iece of skin still partially united to the hand, was neatljr adapt¬ 
ed to the opening, and well sewed in, and the hand and cheek 
strongly bandaged together. Strong hopes were now entertained of 
success, but the lady dreamed in Ker sleep, and started in her dream, 
and on removing the dr^ssiiigs at the end of four days, the piece from 
the hand was foun^ entirely torn away from the cheek. But, nil des- 
perandum! \:ricd the surgeon; and the determination of the girl to 
• have, if possible, a whole check on each side made her ‘^nothing 
loth’’ to a submission to morfi cutdng. < The idea* was now formed 
that a part of the upper lip might be made subservient to the much 
wished for consummation. The Itp was accordfin^y slit down from 
the Tiose, and then divided up to the opening in tiie cheek. This 
piece of lip, after the necessaiy paring of edges, was turned up, and 
secured by ligatures in the perforation, thus successfiilly cldditg the 
check. But the left corner of the mouth, in consequence of this ap¬ 
propriation of the lip, was diwi^ ofit of place, so as.to ItB. situated 
‘nearly in flaunt below the nostril, tlius inakh^ the delbrniiiy'greater 
than ever, atid so placed that it coulij^ot easily be concealed. 1 left 
the girl in this situation, she liaving iplhred a painful operation once 
in six weeks, or two months, for nearly a year, and then getting 
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ready for farther operations intended to I'emedy the deformity of the 
mou^. This case was witnessed by many American students, and 
is related as an illustration of one of the most striking peculiarities in 
the character of M. Roux. 

M. Roux is professor of surgical pathology in the scho<}} of medi¬ 
cine His manner as a lecturer is hurried and uninteresting. He 
w0'born is Ghisoony, and still preserves bis provincial dialect and ra- 
f^ty of uttmnee to such a de^rlee as to render it extremely difRcull 
for fore^lije;^^ understand him. He is of a nervous temperament, 
and irascime. Ighw rarely known him go througli his 

wards withoiit^ci^iiig in good earnest 'a eonsid^ble number of his 
(latienl^.^d he 8oldoin..dQes an.operation without treating his assist¬ 
ants same maxmei^^^^ll he has great good humour, is very fa- 
imliar with his studeofs^'t^ is pofadar and beloved as a man. 

LoweBf MassUel^^f :0' 15, 1828. 
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• 

Aul. XIV. On the Nature and Treatment of Tetanus and Hydro- 
phoina^ with somdb Obaervationa on a Naturid Claaaijkation tflHa- 
eaaes in General* » By Robebt Reid, M»^D* Licei^te of King 
and Queen’s College of Fhyvioiaas in Dublin, Ken^^A'lli^Royal 
Society of Edinbui^, &cl &o. 

IN our last number wUl l^fou^ftlen^^cdduiouasioiioMat por¬ 
tion of the above work which rdataa to hyBtp^ol^, wltti^l^ddge to 
:>:ivc some further account of its coab^^. As stated on former 
oc f asion, it is the importance of the svl^ect of which it treats, and not 
the ability ot tlio treatment, that has led us to select this diminutive 
and impel feet tract as tlic object of such elaborate attention* To re 
deem our pledge, w e now proceed to the consideration of tetanus, the 
only remaining pait of tlic work to which we attach the slightest 
value. 

Nosologists now divide this disease into idiopatliic and sympiomatit., 
or traumatic, as it proceeds from general causes or is induced by tlic 
irritation of a wound. It was also formerly separated into speciesi 
according to the posture of the body when labouring under the affec¬ 
tion: drawn forward, it was called emprosthotonos—backward, opis- 
thotonos—to one side, pleurothotoaos^ or tetanus lateralis—seated in 
the neck, cervinus—in the muscles of the jaw, trismus—and on a ge¬ 
neral riipdfty of the muscles i^ing place, holotonicos, or tetanus. 
Hut these distinctions are no longer regarded, and the terms of course 
exploded, which at all tiniest should have been viewed more aajaw 
breakers^ than designations of locked’jaw* 

In treating the subject we shall coaffne our remarks to the trau¬ 
matic form of the disease, considering it asjieculiar in its character, 
and indeed as the only genuine tetanus. Inosc imitative affections 
aiising from other agencies, cannot, with propriety, be embraced with¬ 
in the same view, either theoretically or practically, and should begde 
sigiiated by the title tenanoid^ 00 exactly expressive of their nature. 

* Tetanus, yi the sense in which it was originally used, is not appro¬ 
priate to all (he states of the disease, the muscles, indeed, being much 
more frequently alfectcd partially tfa^ generally. But in the mo- 
flcni acceptation, it mcan^^ any variety of tctanii ligiilily, and as 
No. VI —Keb. IS 
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thus by common consent, adopted, we sHall, with this explanation, 
retain it. , 

To wounds, as tlie term traumatic implies, is real tetanus exclu¬ 
sively owing, though what particular character of the injury, or the 
texture in which it may be seated, is required for the prq^luctiun of 
tl^jB disease, does not very clearly appear. Lacerations of nerves, ten- 
do^. and ligaments are undoubtedly most apt to occasion it, and arc 
welicalcut^d to excite alarm binder all clrcun^tances. Yet injuries 
of this often harmless, in such respect, while in other in¬ 

stance'tS^m^has followed lesions in other stni^c^res, and of the 
mo^triyiardetferlption. ^ wound,: it may bCh^lffirmed, is exempt 
frosa ^Uger, wherever s^^ated—*whether it be lacerated, or gun- 
shd^pQ^^elight piinctti^ or a ctean dtt, a contusion, or common 
ulcer, ol^kjfticted by a su^^ <^ration. Cases in demonstration 
of this reihark^are abundantly.^stributed throughout our medical re- 
coj^s, and are familiar to ptactitioners of experience or reading. 

The internal between the occurrence of the cause and the tetanic 
effect ia exceedingly indefinite. Much depends on the constitution 
of the patient, its irritalnlity or otherwise, and other states of system, 
as Constipation particularly, the position in which he infy be placed, a 
close, crowded, or an empty, ventilated apartment, the degree of 
temperature, and the sort of injury. These are all circumstances 
calculated to influence that event, as well as to heighten the general 
predisposiliun to the disease. 

Tetanus is met with in all climates, though more generally in the 
warm and moist. It is very coipmon iniour extreme southern states, 
and of such rare occurrence in*thm city^that^we have seen in twenty- 
four years’ practice only three ca^ of it Each sex, and every age 
and temperament are liable to its attacks. It is in the male, it is said, 
of irritable habits, that it oftener takes place, particularly in 
the negro, which, perhaps, may be owfug, in boM instances, to a 
greater exposure to its causes, rather than to any constitutional 
predisposition. 61imate. ^so modifies the disease. ^ It is milder in 
the temperate than torri^'zone, independently of other evidence of 
which, Baron Larhey stotes that he found it far more intense, with a 
resemblance to hydrophobia, in Egfpt, than in Gennany. 

attack sometimes comes on wi^in a few hours, according 
to Chalmers, and there is a ca^ reported by Professor Robinson, 
of^#^bui^ in which it was excited instantly by a soi atch on the 
Ihu'ttib fraS^'a broken china plat^ ending in Jeath in fifteen minutes 
after thiiSBlight injury. But i|r accession is usually at a much re¬ 
moter period, several days at least, sometimes even weeks elapse. 
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and very often not tili tl»e wound is nearly or entirely healed, and 
iree from pain and uneasiness. 

It is stated by Sir James M‘Grecor, in his Rejwrt on tlie Diseases 
of the Bi itish Army on the Continent, that if it did not occur before 
the end,of»the third week, the danger was over, and BaromLairey 
tells us, that among tlie troops in Egypt, the fifteenth day was the 
latest peribd of its happening. , ^ 

In its mode of appsoach it also vimes, sometimes gi-adual and dis¬ 
tinctly marked by prelusive symptoms, wh|}e more^^mmonly its 
onset is sudden, without any premonitjons, whatarer* if mat¬ 

ter of much moment^ be acquainted with 
we shall indicate them in detail. They are 
want of sleep, faintings, a peculiar dejecR^ 
in sorrow than in anger,” increasing in 
tress—with praecordial or gastric uneasiness, and firequedtly consti¬ 
pated bowels. It has been remarked by RicHSRA!m,*as al^ a pre¬ 
liminary symptom, that patients during sleep are very apt persever- 
ingly t(» extend their limbs—and when the case is a little farther ad¬ 
vanced, there are twitchings, nervousness, some difficulty of deglu¬ 
tition, and, in turning the head, with pain at the scrobiculus cordis, 
'fhe wound itself, may aflbrd some useful information, it having been 
noticed by Baion I^arrey as alarming when it becomes dry, and by 
a later writer, that it is not less so where it is covered by a darkish, 
uiili(^althy-looking sanies. Danger may be apprehended whenever the 
wound has an ill aspect, and especially if it be pallid and without in- 
ilamination. But it more frequently happens, that such premonitions 
arc wanting, and the dilease comes on abruptly by a sense of tight¬ 
ness about the jaws, neck, and tongue, with lancinating pains at the 
ensifonn ca*iiilage, penetrating 4o the spine, attended by difficulty of 
• mastication and ixqpe<led deglutition. By degrees, all these symp¬ 
toms become w6rse, the musfeles of the neck are more violently af¬ 
fected by spasm, the abdomen is tense from muscular contraction, 
the head and trunk are drawn backwards/Or forwards, as the extensor 
or. flexor muscles may be more strongly affected, or the body bent as 
a bow, resting on the head and feet, or to one side with the jaws at 
the same time firmly locked, or the whole muscular system ^ing thus 
involved in a universal rigidi^,.the patient remains as a fro^n 
corpse, with the forehead wrinkled, the eyes distorted, the nose puck- 
'etl up, the cheeks retracted towards the ears^ so as altogether to pre¬ 
sent a most iiiilcous aspect. Not the least characteristic symptom in 
some cases, is an ex(|uisite morbid aensibility, by which ordinary 
noises, or slight movements, or a draft of air, or a glare of light, is 


tl^^ji&umry signs, 
Tassitede an|y|^iety, 
of Gountena^gl^t^ore 
aaion of meltm^bly dis- 
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Iclt, and causes the patient to be agitated' and disturbed, or thrown 
into convulsions. I'he same cftect is also experienced by attempting, 
to swallow, especially fluids, the recollection of the suffering from 
which creates a reluctance to renew the trials, and all food is refused, 
in these several respects resembling hydrophobia. That swch is the 
uniform severity of tetanus, is not meant to be conveyed. As in 
other diseases, it has gradations^f violence, and the case 'described 
is of the most aggravated form bm But mild aspit may be, its spasms 
are tenildW^curring short intervals, and accompanied usually 
with, pain, re-exojited sometimes by no evident cause, 

Ihoii^ more gone^^Ij brought on by some changing the pos¬ 

ture itt^d, or endeavouring to sw^low, or to 8^»eak, &c. &c. The 
sp&Aw^ tetanus differ those of most other similar affections, 
in never^'l^ecoming en&:^ relaxed, and hence arc of that kind de¬ 
nominated toniCn^ in contradistinction to clonic rigidity. It is true 
thi^. 80 iii| remissijfm may be perceived, though not sufficiently to yield 
to tne acti^.of the antagonizing muscles. The pain, we have said, of 
the spaSras'linsually intense, and such is the fact. But there is a 
singular case recorded by Sir Gilbert Blane, in which in place of 
acute pain, a tingling sensation existed, rather agreeable than other¬ 
wise, ending however fatally. By the same writer two other anoma¬ 
lous instances are mentioned, where the spasms were confined to the 
side of the body in which the wound was situated. 

It is said by Cullen that this diseasb is seldom attended by fever, 
in which observation most of the authorities coincide. During the 
intensity of the spasms the pulse is contracted, hurried, and irregular, 
and the respiration is equally <kisorderea, all subsiding, however, in 
the remission. The heat is not usually increased, though tlie trunk has 
been sometimes found hot, while'ihfr extremities were cold. Mostly 
the surface is pallid and damp, and collapsed. B^^ium rarely at¬ 
tends it, and the prima vim are sound, excepting tb^r of the bowels, 
which constantly exists. The secretions and excretions arc generally 
depraved, the urinary 4io|^iiished, and the alvine large and much dis¬ 
ordered. As to the durwon of the dkeaM, it varies considerably. 
Chalmers tells us that it often ends in convulsions in twenty-four, 
tmri^-slx, and forty-eight hours, and very rarely exceeds the third 
dfl^y By Morrison we are informed,;;l|Mtt in the West Indies he has 
known death to happen in forty^igHt hbnrs, and one case which en- 
duned Tor^^enty days, ultimtttdy proving fatal. It is stated by 
in the reports whjijoh we have beiure cited, whose experi- 
enw mbs Very enlarged, that d^th took place on the second, third, 
aiid fourth days, and even as late as the seventeenth and twentietli 
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ilaj) lliough it was not commonlj protracted beyond tlic cightli day. 
CoopF.R gives a ease that occurred in a military hospital in Holland, 

. where life was continued for five weeks. The patient usually expires 
in so'hie vehement convulsion, though sometimes there is a relaxation 
of all the muscles eight or ten houn^before tiie fatal event, with su^ 
other appearances as might warrant expectation of rernvety. 4^ 

It is spontaneous on> idiopathic te^ns, with which the trafimatic 
form of the disease's most apt' to' be confounded. Even here, 
however, the difficulty of discrimination Will^iot be fod^ yety con¬ 
siderable. Distinct oth^r considerationa, to aid ^^JP^eeiston, a 
reference to the mddSi^ikf production of the case inuat generally prove 
adequate to the purpose. Traumatic tetanus is the prodU^%jbnlj of 
wounds, and it is easy to determine how fkr the case is bn 

that cause. To indicate the peculiarity of character of/m other 
species of the disease, modified as 'it is by the variety of causes in¬ 
ducing it, would lead us into a minuteness of detail, neither perti¬ 
nent to the occasion, nor sufficiently instructive to w&ni^t; the con¬ 
sumption of lime. Caused by cold, operating on a pretnio^ly heat¬ 
ed system, which is the most common agency in its production, it is 
essentially of a rheumatic nature, and may be recognized as such by 
the retention of^certaiu symptoms of that form of morbid action, dis¬ 
guised as it is by otlier phenomenon, not ordinarily belonging to it. 
Kven more dissimilar to genuine tetanus, are those spasmodic affections 
brought on by .the narcotic, sm occasionally by irritating ingesta, or 
worms, and where any ambiguity exists, it will be easy to dissipate 
it by an inquiry into th^ circumstances undeV which the case took 
place. As to hydrophobia, to which in^any of its aspects, it is some¬ 
times closely assimilated, we formerly pointed out the most conspicu¬ 
ous difference, and on reaching ffie pathology of tetanus, the diagnos- 
*tic signs will be made further to appear. 

No disease is scarcely more fatal or less to be controlled than 
this, and our prognostications of success should always be cautiously 
guarded. Clauxk declares, and which ddb^ration is supported by 
Moseley, that in the West Indies it is utterly unmanageable, he 
never having seen or heard of an authenticated cure. Conceding ihat 
this may not be strictly tiiic, it still shows tiie extreme intractability^of 
the disease. The results of our practice in this country, we suspect, 
would be very melancholy. Nor is the experience of Europe more 
encouraging. Every one who has writen on the subject complains of 
the want of success, even in private practice, and we learn from the 
army surgeons, both nf the Continent and of England, that the moMa- 
lity was dreadful in their practice. Ycl there arc gradations of vio' 
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lence in the disease, and all cases are not' equally dangerous, it is 
the opinion of Larrf.y, who had ample opportunities of determining - 
the point, that opisthotonos, though of rarer occurrence, is invariably 
less curable than the other shapes of the disease, which he imputes to 
the pressure on the sfdnitl marrow, and contraction of the larynx anti 
[Inrynx wlien the head and trunk arc thus thrown back. It may ge¬ 
nerally be stated ^at when the attack comes on gradually, and for 
the first three or four days the jaws are only sli^tly aftected—when 
the abdomen^is not pi^tematurally hard, or the bowels obstinately 
costivtiji^^Wn moderately wton, and rome tra&quil sleep is enjoy¬ 
ed, the countenance little changed, a free disctihii|^of saliva, whether 
spwtar^US or by mercury, hopes may be entertained of an eventual 
rcchvei^ It is remarked by Hippocrates that fever, with white, 
thick urine, denotes a crisis, the case henceforward ceasing, and to 
cflect which was a’leading indication with him. But on the contrary, 
if the attack be ^ddhn and vehement, the muscles of the neck, back, 
and belly aire i^dly contracted, with severe darting pains from the 
st^um to ttie spine, or the abdomen tense, and the least pressure 
thereon producing spasms, or there is an exquisite morbid sensibility 
imitative of hydrophobia, or the convulsions frequeiicly recur, and 
tiie bowels remain unrelentingly bound, or the urine suppressed, and 
a cold, damp surface, with a very quick, irritated pulse, and distort¬ 
ed or otherwise materially altered cou^enance, the danger is most 
imminent, and we should be prepared Wr an unfavourable issue. 

It has been observed that bodies which have died of tetanus run 
rapidly into putrefactioh, and tliis may be one reason wliy post mor^ 
tem examinations have been s(f^rely practised, and our information 
limited as to the appearances. It js, however, affinned that efittsions 
are sometimes found within the ci^ium, denoting the prc-iixistenci' 
of meningeal phlogosis, though oftencr^ no suclt':^||Kidcnce is to be 
discerned. More generally is to be seen inflamnuimn in the mucous 
coat of the stomach about ^e cardia, in the tract of the oesopliagus, iii- 
ciudiug the pharynx, bo^yof wluch contriacted aqd covered witli 
viscid, reddish mucous. The same appearances have been observed 
in the bowels, which, however, are oftener loaded with matter wide¬ 
ly ^fierent from natural f^ces. Lately, the spinal marrow has al- 
tiiwted attention, and most of those^who have engaged in the inquiry, 
represent it as pretty uniformly'inflamed, in some instances intensely 
so, with ex;{fava3ations of coagulated lymph, ami still more copious 
serous eflEblions. But this can hardly be clain^ed as a discovery. 
Tfce same phenomena were noticed by Fehkelius in iiliopathic tela - 
luis, and confirmed by others. Lif.utauu expressly states'that in 
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spanms and convulsions of Ihis kind the spinal marrow is affected, 
^nd that a watery fluid is effused between the integuments. BfiLriN- 
. c'.En holds nearly the same language^ and^uRSEHius declarers that 
the {irincipal seat of the disease is in the bnun and spinal marrow, 
and more (^ertainly in the latter- 1^ hibwever, affirmed by Swa^ 
ill a recent essay on the dia^e, that according to his dissections tl»& 
ganglionic*system is more man any (^er part concerned. Most of the 
ganglia, of the gran4 sympathetic^ mronghout its distributions, he 
uniformly found hi^ly inflamed, and in fther respects'greatly 
changed from th&h^^thj 8t^te, whicht^ipeai^pes, hefUrtherVjSj 
he has since ascerti^^ had been noticed by AROMWoif of Strasbuig, 
and by M. And^al, tils, of France. He might have added 
who also remarked them. .,' ' 

In considciing the pathology of tetanus, perhaps little indtie at pre¬ 
sent can be assumed, than tliat it is primarily an afTection of the spi¬ 
nal marrow, whether of simple irritation or active phjtog^Py is not 
satisfactorily determined, though probably the latter^ciwP^on ulti¬ 
mately predominates. That the (tisease is mainly in tjitis 

part, is abundantly shown, without any appeal to its sytiptoms, or 
the evidence of dissection, by the simple fact that it may be brought 
on in decapitated animals, merely by the insertion of a probe in the 
i^pinal marrow. 

Thus far it resembles hydrophobia, and in the subsequent play of 
svmpathies the analogy holds to a considerable extent. It seems 
liowever to differ in this respect, (determining from symptoms in con¬ 
tradistinction to the statements of Swm,) that the spinal nerves retain 
more exclusively the irritation, thos^lf the cerebrum and ganglionic 
system sufferingcomparativelylittl^ Nor i& this the only dissimilarity. 
'I'hc muscles in tetanus evidentl/i^ttire a greater degree of irrita- 
•biiity, and tlie insular spasmodic movements are not of tlie same 
character in the tivo cases. ^Muscular action,, natural or morbid, is 
influenced by nervous influencbir-and it m e^ally admitted, that 
spasm depends qn opposite states of tfa^^fi|as^e, a high or reduced 
licgrec of excitement, and la alike the icesttfiof inordinate stimulflhon 
amLof exhaustion. The spinal marrow, the fountain of that n«rvous 
energy wliich the muscles receive as their incitement to action, may^be 

afiected by morbid'impressionsj .as to have its capacity to elabcnr^ 
this energy invigorated or weakened,*and hence applied to the mus* 
l ies in excess, or the reverse, and Consequently^ the one or the other 
sort of spasm takes place. Comparing whatsis Observable in the two 
diseases in relation to this point, we think We'shall be led to the con¬ 
clusion, tilat while in hydropliobia tlie nervous supply is diminished. 
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there is a redundancy uf it in tetanus, in suppurt of this inference 
the tact may be appealed ifaat the spasm in the one instance 
inildel*, followed alway%^ relaxation, whereas in the other, it is vio¬ 
lent in tlie extreme, ani^iqeftrlj unrelenting. 

It has been intimated bB u Ib^er distinction, that the ^erebral and 
ganglionic nerves are more impU^ted i^the hydrophobic than teta¬ 
nic affections, liooking at sointe of the^enpaena in hydrophobia, 
the heavvxonges^ons which occur in the bn^ the lungs, a:^, oc- 
c^ibnaRjV in the abdominal viscera, we have aiid^onal proof m a de¬ 
fect enerag^f Experiments demonstrate^ mentioned in our 

_ review^ t^ whenever th^ is a waj^j^ch energy, by de- 
;^e nem, or in any mode intercepting me Supply, the organ la- 
fHffg under the disal^ity uniformly fills with dark blood—and arc 
nipt such the appearahees in hydrophobia? ^'may be true, that occa- 
uODally, the ^flEtjympathetic and its conn»ions become involved in 

its general tenor and character. By Mr. Aukk 
kwtky'^R ta^idpk'seer^ entertained, and in explanation of the 
0 ^purrefi^^ihe^tt]^ses, that during the irritable state of tiie wound, 
the digeswe’Orga^ particularly are deranged, wliich condition re- 
acting on the injuiy, even after it has healed, or is apparently doing 
well, revives the disposition to tetanus, and the nervous system ge¬ 
nerally is involved. ’ >4 

It being universally ^ponceded that little can be accomplished to¬ 
wards tiie cure of tetanp^ every care should be practised to obviate 
the occurrence of the dmase, and this consideration will first engage 
our attenrion. 'Fhe wound should be examined, and all sources ol 
irritamh^ as dirt, and otherf^Citi^eous matters removed, and, uii- 
dei- certain circumstances, it maybe proper to snd particu¬ 

larly where a nerve has bj&ep j^Spwly divided^ To induce healthy 
inflammation in the Injured phrf is deemed ol* th4jflghest importance, 
and with ^s design^, a fffedget of |int^oak^-mpK^pirit of turpen¬ 
tine, is perhaps the ^plicatjto^H^^h can be Ipade to it. Tliis 
end being attired, s^|^|iion should l^promotcd by an einollicid 
ponltice—and {f there b&>$U^ lodd/p^^^nd irntation, laudanum 
may be added to it, and a doK of it ewmted inten^ljilj. Next tlic 
jewels are to be evacuated cund kept in a soluble state. As a propby 
^lic, a mercurial coun^has been recommended by Clarke and 
writers, pi^cularty aft^ a sui^cal operation. But it is pro- 
bal^ jfleff^ctuid,'ai'pases of tetanus ha occurred during a saliva¬ 
tion it might be veil positively |)ernicious 

Ijy theIrri^Wty PT the system. I’lie diet is Ip be nutri¬ 

tive, rather more cordial than usual, and with an iucreasi^fiuantity 
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of wine ior a few days. Need we say, that all the pxedisposing 
and exciting causes^ formerly pointid out* should be studiously 
avoided. * ^ ♦ 

As to the treatment of the dijaftase^{|l|^"lt is a subject r^ete 
With difficulty. Every plan has tucceededy and every 

plan has mefre frequently ^ed. wl| case, this monteu^^ 

should reajly be embigrrasM what td do^ and naust, therafose^ i . 
sent more a reviewjKhe several moder of piaqli^e» than 

indicAe any definltl^urse confidently tq be preferred^ eve 
doubt and hesita^i^^ ^s respect peraliar ' 

practitionei holdMiwdl|aigtfa^ and inyi<jjB^th%,'ea^ 
tises on the diseas^m shall m one n njjfcfflM jpfwpt to 


I'uri 


amidst the most contradictory accounts of fiiq 
the whole, has been att^ied with the leaStilkMccesSf 
the conviction that the Seease is purdj qf a 
excited and maintained by the irrttadon of the i ‘ •* ^ * 

able to ptesume, that by doing aw^ the cepset ^ 
ccssaiily subside. Confoimably to such a View# ttdijMBHjWfcng been 
entei tamed, i-> in part the treatmjsnt of tetanus*^ 
however, of a very different kind are recommelMedr B;ysoine it is 
proposed to lay open the wound, and fill it wid^ the spirit of turpen¬ 
tine, 01 to dtess it with the cpispastic ointment, or to ap^y the po¬ 
tential 01 aqtudl cautery to it-—while others recommend sedative and 
soothing measures, as an emollient poultice, or a cataplasm tobac¬ 
co, or Imt wet with laudanum. It is ob^us that these opposite 
means must be suited to very different conditions of the injury, either 
as it is indolent or irntdble, and t lt fra^ or the other is to be^m^erred 
accordingly. As extension of tiie same principle, ampimtion has 
been stienueusly insisted on Lmrey, by whom some in- 

, stances ate add^^d of its success. dElitt it has faded in other hands, 
and pailiculdr\y% tiiq^ of Sir Astley Copper, who has publicly pro¬ 
tested dgdinst it, in which^desMiip^iation tiietp ^seems to be a pretty 

nicai an 


gcncial concutxettce of sui^caf authod; 



fact is, ajil these 


of the case, since after it is formed, other words, the mo^d 
impiession pervades the system,Ut hpeomep indepnident of the ^- 
■mary nutation, lyid the icmoval q^t, even b^it^^uld be^effected, 
weic nugatuiy. 'Wa ^ 

Equal unceitaiiity picvails as to the mqstAd^lfie g^ml oi coii 
^iitulioi^ mode of maiiagiiig tetanus, e\ery inteinal renndy hafhig 
i» —Feb 


Vn 
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proved as unavailing as the topical means described. Three plans of 
practice are now pursued bj Ae profession^ amidst numerous empi¬ 
rical suffffestions occasiemdiv adopted—and from the irreconcileable 
hosfilitj of principle Ihem, we are entitled to infer that 

they are all wrongs claimed under eacb$ are as much 

to bp asmbed^to.the n^sourCCa^nature) as to any remediareiricacy. 
The first of .plana is hyAe narc^o substances, Ijie best ol 
v^hich is opium. To doubt Cntii^ly its succes^ll^ciaily in mild and 
ic’hs, would be unwarrantable sc^PIpcism. It too'^dften 

ntage when corn- 
repeated. The 
to exceed credi- 



and 8^8 o 

ry^a»# ^%e^yr ftige dweo, 
^dee 



Lven, is^ enor 

rere wei'i^ aifof the gr^t expenditure of susceptibility 
ip^inosi of these afibc^nsr It Uip tiiis cirffipastance, the loss of sus 
c^i^lnUty to reinedicd'^miHiiesribns, that want of success is per 
haps in a be imputed. The stomach indeed seems to 

become fir tu be deprived of most of its vital capacities, 

bfedicinj^mrodhbed into its neither act on it, nor are acted upon. 

I^U^ly on dead matter. It w^re easy to demonstrate 
t)u8 propm%n by efiVerse testimony^ could we descend to such de¬ 
tails. But a*single fact may suffice, which is supplied by Mr. Abcr- 
nethy, who states, tha^^ a case under his caix, where thirty drachms 
of opium were given, whole was found after death, in the sfu 
mach, nndissolyed or fi^rwise changed. Combinatic^.of opium, 
with mtisk, or camphorf-*^ ether, are a favourite reaei^^ with some, 
the utility of which is questiouable. Most other antispasmodics have 
ha4 including the wm^buthf snd with results not eiicourag- 

ing. The latter somedmes is tmoporarily tranqi^llizing, though nc- 
ver curative^is very apt b^ 'lM^^^t'bance of/dm-patient to bring 
on violent spasms—and death^lr occurred from As a part uf the. 

saine syateq^,. we may^hoi:^ include wiA proarie^Wptics, cither to 
Tpmit, or in imuseat^^l^j^lfenpmta. No advan 
t^ we adspset has ibnner,'iii eitlier mode of 

eid^idpn. i^olatwy B^Kyer, qrO pgAtj^ deseiMngof attention. 
Alt‘liAlsion of tobacco adl^d|||terectiu tWc way hay^^red several 
cam of th^ diswein Ap Vs^uutry, nnd though ir^led in* the 
B^sh military kospitals, not spoken of contemptuously* The 
^||Cb wo shon^jreley.. !^y an injectitt of tartarized antimony, we 

wironen x^ieved' a case of ^aumatic tetanus. 

*3®®. of treatment is also pmetised. Believ- 

o|is|!(£ debility,'poweriul stimulants are direct- 
edj a^Sne tfi the amount of several quarts daily, and as^tl^iloged, 
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with occaslona] success. Rut hard as It Is to question these state¬ 
ments, coming as they do from respi^ahle sources, the^ure, not too 
hastily to be received. Laying oth^ aside, Km CpuH so 

much fluid be taken by an jcnos^ ijr^berd;^ is of¬ 
ten difficult to introduce the and of 

swallowin^roduces coni^lons? le¬ 
mony is ^lacious, imd be eV^ wh^ 

not I;tfi4nipeached.2^^ ^ 

Alr% modiflcatic^Kiff this pla^> tbbks hhye ^e^.cbtmdp^ of 
some practitioni^^d more ^tfiltifllatijr j^d 

bath, &c. Thej|^1^«KaTd Wn .^^^d 

xvanting.” Thei^^mu time men 
plication, had gre&t repute, and ndt^kfe^ 

its efficacy: but it is pretty much'explod^' llte a^gr 8Ur|^s 
both of France and Ei^and, decline m iG^ usqle^ 
Notwithstanding the repudiation of 
intcresting tq.notice the^hiefauthdfities.by 8ustaiu;i^. 

As early as the time of Hippperates it indeed, 

it is declared, that d&sion^of cold water 

treatment, thpugh he positively extepts tntttilutib tetsipi^ in which 
he deemed the practice pernicious. But v^tbout eny aiich limitation 
it lias been gfeatly extolled by many m^^rn writen^^among the 
most distinguished of whom arc Wri^t an^gDjkrie. The mode which 
they pui'su^ was to plunge the patient intpwa^r, and;J^eep him 
ill it till n^lfly exhausted, by which mtipidlar action becathe relax¬ 
ed. Even admitting that a few cures werfe thus effected, tile counter¬ 
vailing evidence is so ^eat, that tbu^medy has lost con^^i^e, |^d 
as jusf stated, is'po longer empb^^. * 

N(>tliing«can strikingly^iim^^./iilisettled state of opinion 
on this subject,^kftn the recommei^raOn of depleting and evacuating 
luensures in Moseley says Spani^ surgeuQS in 

the colonics blra th^'pati^^lvV.^hpnin both aims dnd 
legs, and of late'some veijr. ilS^gtti^||i^fat^tiim 
advocates for vdUesectioi^ the'early 


li|hcd scve^|,?casc8 illuimtive of effe^, and 

has done the^me. Bicxsok, w B^tiun^ of s<^^j leui 
thinksyr/^that in a flill habit, when tbo^^ditlnd is swelled; infla^l^, 
and painful, bleeding and'^lie I^i^g/^th snc^^er.|neansuji1^c 
r.alculated.to aliny the gen^l ap^ocal Iho fidrest 

chance of arresting the danger.” periodi¬ 

cal journals, there is considerable evideti^Xm !^Ku|^pDtport On 
the otiusi&hand, it has been tried in nUiAcrous instances, ancf mtl^thc 
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most decided injuiy. De Haen, who es^penmented largely ou the 
subject, among other remediM resorted to venesection, and in one 
cau carried it to the ammMb^ one hundred and thirty ounces in 
twenty-four hours, and patient. 

As" to purging, it is weH Iwwn that Hamilton has given the most 
unqualified cqpnuendation to tt, in his celebrated treatisv on purga¬ 
tives, sustain^ by much coacuirent testfilhony from other sources. 
It is a practice, in dor opinion,Reserving of attention, and in 

wluch Supported by Mr. Abernethy. ipatgreat pracQ^ptmer 

dedarai^^^ he iSi^nvinoei! in tetanus and nervous aifections, 
it H oBm matenal {K&it tp*lj|>erate omthatn^mKrough the diges- 
, and that prodgjping secretions frofik/glM alimentary canal 
hre beneil^ efibet in totp^us especially, than any othtr means 
wb can employ.’* It Q confessed to be d^iedly useful m trismus 
nasoentium, and, from aaidfigy at least, wj^may conclude it might 
prove so in the <4^ speeimhof the disease. 

What shalljsrn of in^ury^ a remedy aui generis, which atone 

period inw^M^uiuversal respect, and was as universally employed? 
laong haaf^jjpeputation been on tfib decline, when it came to be com¬ 
pletely etlniguished %y the rep<^ the medical men attached to 
the service o£ the late belligerents of Europe. No trial of it could 
have been &irer than w|u made by them, as well internally as by the 
most copious inunctioi^and without any success. 

Not altogether dissimbar to mercury, in some of their propeities, 
aie the preparations of adjjpnic and lead, each of which Sis beenuseil 
in this disease. We haa'fisrmerly here a graduate from Viiginia, 
who in his thesis, sevm^tfsases of tepanus cured by his pie 

Fowler’s solution*tra laudanum, and mi the suggestion 
of JoHir Hunter, the acetgle tri^tiiough we doubt 

sutcessfully. ^ 

Conforming to the p^sent pathologicgl viewqifflfcnus* tliat it ]«. 
m^ly seated in the » tiie |tin^ee w^^fiems must eli- 

^6le. Topical ttleec^i^^^^tering^Pr^wiea by mbia, or the com 

column are the le 




some cases 
, their suc- 

But rfijAjf i^med as such, theia is nothing new in 

ition. We ^ similar patholo^ is to 

olVthe iM^autiMmles, and si;rty years ago, 9 
ERpubii^edacgse oftefinus cuied by the 
itic platter along the whole of tlie spine, 
r learnt fifom Moseley, that it was a comoteilinictice 
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m theWebfIndies, more espfcially in the Spanish, and Fiench islands, 
to dry cup the spine, shouldeis and or deeply to scarify these 

pdits and dress them with irntants^ to resort tl^cauteraa 

tion. As the result of all our inqoiyi^tjpNSBfiections on the sut^ct, 

« •• « A Mt • . y 


we should now be led to adopt this re^^i^&rarse, aided by tim 
use of opiums taking care at the samejia^ to preserve thohO'^^^ ^ ^ 
laxative condition, and, peditpsi 

mg to relaxing enenud^of tobacco, oti^Qittetic stJmnces. Th^efail- 


pempsi under epruon ou^staiifie^Tesort- 
of tobacco, otj^ensetic stjRances. Th^efail- 
ir instantly toll^uce theiput copieve dfvho- 


mg, would endemar instantly m^uce the iputcopieve dfi^ho- 
rcbis, by the Uovev?jmwder.eiMhvi4M9qr betlf^^ be kej^ igg^for a 
length of time, ^vt^iA^seeiDB* plausihlilf % tbefliij|!|t'^eAd Ss^YnmiHy 
ptoved serviceablf^^ the authority of SQipii^ case# rjport^ 
i HAM, an eminent physician of Londd&k ft ^ 
jde that the sand-bath hu b^Q lately propose^ by Stedmak, of Ode 
of the West India Islai^* Great, av^ IfpipdlhdeB ii^peniUe diS- 


jde that the sand-bath Iw b^n lately propose^ by Stedmak, of Ode 
of the West India Islai^* Great, av^ IfpiddIhdeB iiMperable diS- 


of the West India IslaaQ^ Great, aw opiddfUdeB iiMpenible di|b- 
(iilty will be opposed to the exhibition: of the mouth, 

tioin the fixedness of the jaws and impeded di^utldoiv '^e COSO- 
phagus tube catanot be used, even whet^ the mouth be open, 
since expei lence shows that all attempts to in||rOdOt ^ tve bwn 
foiled, by the violent spasms and convulsftttrfiffcfcfdies, rectum, 
Ili( icfoic, IS tlie only medium left in such an emei^ncyf 
Noi would we, while conducting this g^dVdl'treatment, neglect to 


call into lequisition as auxiliary to it those WcOl means, particularly 
pressure by the tourniquet, &c« which were indfeated under t^e head 
of hydrophobia. 

[t may be pioper, at least, as a matter Of some curiosity, merely iff 
illude to an extiaordiaaiy practie^^ong the inhabitail^^of the 
Tongi, 01 Fnendly^slands in the so^ Pacific Ocean, amoli|^ whom 
we aie told Jraum^c tetanus prOji^Iftt^^eat extent. It consists 
^iii pioducing a c^^derablc degree Ofhrritation m t^ urethra, and a 
(liscliaigc ot blQeflpm^^at 4»art by the introductron of a reed ol 
piuper size, fot^^we wtane^i^to the caoiS;^d when the case is 
viiy violent, by passing a cera^ong through the peri¬ 
neum, the two ends of are occamBRny pull^ to and*|ii^i|i- 

ducing greabnwn, and a^^ious hmxOonAa^, ufift mUch Offiembig 
ancl'inflammlRmn of the penis. Ify i|K fi%ni whoniw de- 

I ive the^necount of this strq^ and un{i||#ish|g; practiA, it is stg^ 
that he witnessed two cureilj^ csnlWneaM»^nuB Bvcfry ftct 

•relating to the treatment of fiiis lyfiMae « interm^ng, and trithout 
advising this precise mode, it may suggest a puj^ipln'clpl^Ia of im 
piovement. It was indeed somewhat princ^^ that Di 
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Brown of Lexington, many years ago proposed exciting strangury in 
tetenus as a cure, and evidence to its efficacy. 

^ closing a discussio^^ill^^ich so little practically useful has or 
can be said, we perhap^^^. a& apology for the length to which it has 
beei^ extended. Though it inaybe true that we leave the subjectin near¬ 
ly the'same bbscuri^ that we found it, we cannot so far depreciate our 
taboura as them wo^less. 'Humble as is th^ service of 

him who m^ly cilkrs away rilbbish, and re&tf^R difficulti^y he is 
not, witbdll^merits'"' We hai^i^ndeavoared at^iast to prepai^'.a site 

oa wjy^ S^ers may fierea^^ prect a ^ 

N. C. 
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Art. XV. dii PartarUiorif and the use of the 

Spurred rBy W. MioRbll, Member of the Royal College 
of Surgi^l^. Londoa* ^ Printed for Thomas and George Under- 
Sroodfv'l^TOt sti^e^ 128 . 

Researches reipecting Ihe Natural ^story^ Cl^emical, Analysis^ and 
Medical Virtues of the, Spufy or Ergot of UyCy when administered 
as a remedy in cert>^ states of the Utemsy with a Coloured En 
^outn^. By AnAit Nbalr, M. D. Physician to his Majesty's 
Forc^ and to his late Royal Highness, the Duke of Rent, &c. &c. 

3^heiie is no substance df modem introduction to the materia me- 
diioa» tbil.has so entirely eQg|;pt9l£d the atftntion, and divided the 
oj^nioR^hf'medical practitioner^aa the secale ce^utum, or the ergot 
of tye. From the moment1i{^ ^^l^ublic were made acffuaintcd with 
its rc&l) or attxi||uted virtues by i>r. Stsarnes, not ceased an 
instant to claim'^neral investigation, and opinions of 

all obstetrical pcacti^aers upon He nreteosi^s. ^ general has this 
feeliog.prevailedf Bointebli^g have ro powers appeared, and so ardent 
ha^ jhl^e been bi^flad air)^'imputed virtite realized, that every one 
who htul the diarge of f^aWin parti^mr, undercare, felt 
tliatthey would not be iwdeiwg justice to^^eir pa^ts, did they 
i^^exhibit this UUJIsffmce t^n either ctffficulfy or delay attended the 
M^^ent functi^ / 

pretensions o^^tiiis drug ligre so. imposingly set forth, and so 
gomhdij^gtti&ed byrthe ox]ji^ieii6e bf thos'^ who had made trials of 
it, ti)ft^te|^option in ptu^tiim was as sudden, as it was universal, 
'rte tinfid and the daring, alike became its advocates, aii^^lpith such 



191 


Michcll on 

concuiicnce'of belief in its i^fllcacy, tliat the most sceptical yielded 
assent, 01 but feebly opposed the genrajd impression in its favoui. 

* But tins state of things did not last foi the ei got» like eViry 
other sublunaiy good, was soon abused !b^ impropei trials, and was 
dccoidin^ly condemned, derided from un&ir expenments, M |pos- 
scssiug no \arthly power; or stigmatized from incautioue'^ exhibi¬ 
tions, as nyschievous or deadly. HeQC!e,ftte desorefMUii ted^Oony 
at this moment, of tl^l^wers of this medicine. ^ t 

In thus biiefly sumdj&ng up the discordant opinions of ^piters upon 
the eigot, we mean nCt to impugn the honesljPctf CUJ ex- 

piossed upon it, thbm^ we am sincerely Cf opinion th|t it ^oes not 
meat the oblotiuy }M|aped upon it, as the faults idlputed to it baye 
arisen ratiui hum itsempuicdi appUoktion tban^m any feebledbi^ 
oi powci b, 01 absolute m^ious qualitiea. 

Fiom all wc have learned from our ezpeiienoo,'*or can learn from 
that ui otlicrb, we are pursuaded that the advocates of tlie mgot have 
betiayed in many iiistanccs ultra admiration cf its powers, while those 
who dispaiagft them, or declare them to be injurious, ^ye allowed 
thcm&elvcs to be led to conclusions at variance with graetal experi¬ 
ence 01 positive evidence. The admirers, theref^ of this substance 
(.\pcct too mu( li fiom its powers, while its detractors hi^ too little. 

'lo the foimer class belongs Mr. MioubZiI., the author of the 
woik, the title of which heads this article. In notiemg this work, 
we led we have undcitaken a most ungracious task, as we find veiy 
much mote to condemn than to appio^c; yat the position we occupy, 
bccms to make it obligatory upon us to give our candid and delibo- 
latc opinions upon worlft ol this SO soon as the opppjttunity 

picscntb libcll. Tlus duty aj^ears’to ps to be more tl^ usual im 
pciious, as the woik in qucstioi} {ms bertk much lauded py diilere&t 
acviewcis on the pther side of the water. 

In prosecuting pur t^k imtlie manner we have thought right, wc 
ciitiiely disclaim all hostility tp the author; he is entirely unknown 
to us; oui sentiments upon subject iauj^estion differ widely vpry 
often iiom his, tfnd to d^ss them, wS^eel a privilege Which 
wc are entitM, by eveij^^t wfaiotL a publication gives to fifiosc 
wlTo may venmre to review it* Wmad nmeh rafiimSrappian^ than 
condemn, when the •choice is put in our^powisei but tiif the preset 
insiaucp, we arc dehberatdyr of opiBjiaEt tW wurit ^efoNt us i&sin 
'many instaqies inccmsistent with add tea eertaial^ calcu 
Idled, if the doctrines piomulgated be aetsd te i^ury in 
'^lead ot good. 

In thi^harge wc do not confine ouiselves to the mere mudub o]le 
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randi of llic eigot, oi ib very fiequcnty ^nd, as we believe, uiineces- 
bOCT exhibition; we include ^ number of the principles oi doctrines 
enftrUined by the authoTf a 9 well as several very repreliensible pi ac 
iical manipulations. In a word, we have rarely if ever seen so many 
ill-digested opinions, or so many dangerous practical inculcations m 
the same number of^pages. ^ 

* We do notdie^iiliite to ascribe to the author the greatest puiity ot 
inteBtion„j|||frthe most ardent desire to pnj^aote the public good; 
but we dm^lhelp being of opinion that, hoW^ver pure his aim, he 
issed it,<tn recommending hk o^ practice for imita 
ti^TMiiem^tyy (for suebate must coosider iti^dn many, has nevei - 
^easiii some idhtanceSnremoved several veiykwere chaiges against 
ergot, and whiejk maj be ^l|^n as so many important piactical 
truths; these we ^mll luive Ooeasion to lenmrk upon as wc piocecd 
^ iDre^ducting the*subject oi bis essay, the authoi has thought pio 
to tmt a*vai)et]rltf subjects, some of which have no dnoci 
bearing upouthe point in question^-theretore, stnctly speaking, it is 
not an the modus operandi of the ergot, os an cvposiitiuii 

of^ihe oftstfptoper for its exhibition, but a melange ot crude physio 
logical notions, and practical illustrations of the lathci than 

of the of this drug in cases of labour. 

As this essay is divkjpd into a number of chapters, as well as ilu 
relation of many cases, we shall proceed to consider tliein scpaiatel^, 
with the exception of the two*first chapters. The first of these is 
entitled ^On I’uerperal Convulsions;” we do not notice this chaptci, 
because it would leed to too long n discussion of what wc conceive to 
be.erriM:|fiti pathology fmd ranptiee. The sehond chapter pi eposes to 
tak^ A ^Hpneral View c^^epfocess of Labou^^, with a paiticulai 
re|brence to its Expulstvd^rce^^ ^c. &c. But as wo do not find 
any thing new or interesti^ in this chaptci, we pass it also in si 
lence. « 

In page 1 of the preface he says the reader is not to expect fi om 
the following pages a coipjdete treatise on the difficult cases of pai tu 

--- .x:.. 1---.. MM 

laboiious 
couisc ol 

practice, enddb the treatment of which he can derive little assist 
^ proCpiMl treotiaw on tito subject of midwifery in gc 
iThis is a^eavy and sdwe charge agiunst the expetience ol 
a a'^Bai«Uf o^^nuah, &c. and it is one in the 

juS^ei|^|PRucb ^e authon himself dees not appear to believe. Foi 
lio^inSM very next page, says with every appear ante of^candoui, 
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that no oiie modoni improveiucnt in medical science has, in my 
opinion, conferred so great a benefit o^society in general, as the su- 
perior skill, information, and talent, at present directed to the science 
of midwifery.” If the cases of difficulty to which he alludes, be not 
well treated of “in professed treatises,” how has “ society.in ^ne- 
ral” been b^efited by Uie “ skill, information, and talent,”'atpreseDt 
directed ig the science of midwifery-^for it is to be presumed* tlutt 
cases whicli are not “fingering and laborious,” will iMuire no^extra- 
ordinary skill or taleSt for their management. ' ■f '" v .-. 

He very strongly declaims against mmdianidhl m^s in|he^(pctice 
of midwifery, and says that « recours/ia too freqitiBii^y had% them 
upon trilling occasions, and sometimes even wheif tfce uteru^ ijS^^^e 
part lliat requires assistance,” p. 1. qf IntroductipH. :W€ar^dfeC^d- 
ly of opinion that the clamour against the use of mechanical 'ag^ts, 
especially the forceps, in the practice of midwilmy, hasidmeftt^elu- 
sively arisen from tlie mal-adroitness of the i^rator, rather'^n,^m 
ajustor well-grounded objection against the action of these instnimehts 
themselves, or the occasional but absolute necessity employ¬ 

ment. We arc firmly persuaded that the forceps,- 
managed, hayp saved the lives of thousands, and have never, when 
well comUicted, done injury to the mother, so far as we Wave ob¬ 
served. • 


-»«■ 


We llierefore cannot but condemn such swee]»Dg^^ii;oscription8 of 
the forceps, as wc arc every way sure that much miscliief has arisen, 
and much will yet follow, if the precept that is so evidently inculcat¬ 
ed be acted upon. To the practitioner who haa^deliberately mf^e 
up his mind on this sullject, from^the study of-'the princ^d^. which 
should govern Ihe^use of tliese instnim^j^ and.fh^ wetl-direo&d 
experience-and correct observjtidn, tt^objections of Mr. 

• perhaps have no injurious effect; but to dm young and Inquiring, they 
will be mischieyi^B, by rendering his duty uncertain, and hiaconduct 
vacillating, at a moment that r;cquires all his firmness, and his most 
prompt decision. * 

Upon this poiAt we ar^jfsntitled to sp^; because we havel^im- 
pcated oppo^nities to ifUaess the mischievous effects of that u^r- 
talnty which ^arises from the conftieng opinions of 
best mode of terminating a given lab<Mrs The momiu^ -%n: ac^|i^ 
with success to both mother and'^^;44» beeialQ8tKnSto^i<^reti^. 

' A temporizing plan has been pu^<&d,^ untita decmve^ne.j$g$^iidd no 
longer be availing; the ergot l^^aUsdi::. th«>|ieafihh^^ 
hours upon the soft and sensible partff df' the mofhqr; they become 
lender apd iiiflumcd, and these necessarily become augmented bV'Vhe 
No. VL— Feb. I8i20. 50 
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mechanical means which must now be hatj recourse to; gangrene and 
sloughing follow. We speak from observations, upon this point. 

But this is not all; the forceps are declared with much propriety 
to be the means by which the life of the mother and child are to be 
saved; and in judicious hands they deserve the high character just 
given. To enable them, however, to fulfil these express^intentions, 
requires a proper estimate of their necessity; a skilful application 
of their poii»n; and a well-timed moment for their employment. 
Without theit^bservances, the life of the child ^y be forfeited, when 
it was very ^ssible todiave saved it by a judicious use of the forceps. 
Had iS. only condemned the rash and unnecessary use of these 
insttvinents, he w^uld have performed an acceptable service, and we 
would most willingly have joined issue; but to reprobate tlie use of 
an important means, because it may be, or has been abused, is no 
less mischievous, than unfur: and were this the mode to be pursued 
upon all important occasions, our art would soon be left without an^^, 
or with but very few resources. Nay, the virtues of the very remedy 
which he has laboured so hard to exalt, might soon be questioned, or 
be made to sink into disrepute. 

Indeed we are not certain that this time is not fast^ approaching; 
for it will only require a few more friends^ of equal 7.eal with Mr. M. 
to hasten the downfall of the ergot, or to bury it in* oblivion. His 
purported object is to prove that this substance produces a relaxation 
of the os uteri; we shall see presently, how well he has succeeded in 
his attempt 

Besides, Mr. M. himself confesses, that ^Mingering labour will 
frequently exhaust a woman?8 strefl^h, when ^he presentation is right, 
notmthstanding aU our attention.’’ p. 18. If this be true, it can only 
be in instances where pat^^ifUe and ^ reliance on tlxe powers of na¬ 
ture, (which, were not realized,) superseded the trial of skill, in the. 
well-directed use of the forceps. For we must insist, and this quo¬ 
tation bears us out, that there are cases precisely as stated above; and 
wheri9 even the ergot, ^tball its admitted powers, has failed. 'Dus 
is not a supposititious case; Ve know the fact: if this be admitted, 
would it not be criminal to p^^it the wdman’s strength to be ex- 
hauffted from « repugnance to use measures which may in improper 
MSMb be abttsedP • 

can-Mr. M. snake to the public for neglecting the 
mat could be employed for the preservation of the mother' 
the forcepe. it is to oe presumed, that so 
wartt||MpBv6cate as Mr. is for the ergot, must have employed this 
subflBBb and it had failed, when he declares, that a lingerit^ labour, 
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even when \lie presentatioi\is rights “will frequently exhaust the wo¬ 
man’s strength, uotwitlistanding all our fttention.” Will his abhor¬ 
rence to the use of the forceps plead a justification of his conduct to 
a husband, who has been bereaved of a beloved wife, because he had 
an aversion to the employment of instruments? 

Or, if th*^ woman do not perish in the act of. giving bkth to her 
child, wh^t atonement can Mr. M. make to her for the following con¬ 
sequent evils. ‘‘A Ibng confinement of the head ii|^^the pelvis is 
equally dangerous to* the mother and.to the child; hy its pressure 
against the soft parts it stops the circulation,"bruises ^e^ soft^parts, 
and often brings on sloughing and gangjl^ne.” We agign ask, what re¬ 
paration can be made for the ravages his negligence us created? Or 
liow would Mr. M. prevent these evils happening, but by the forceps, 
applied with due skill, and in proper season? This he does not con¬ 
descend to inform us of; he only declaims again, by saying, when 
dangers of this sort occur, I would not advise the forceps, as I verily 
believe that more lives have been lost than saved by the use of them,” 
p. 18, Ho farther adds, “because delivery may^be expedited by 
them, they are often had recourse to without the slightest occasion;” 
therefore, (foj tins is the obvious conclusion,) because these instru¬ 
ments may or can be abused, or used when there is not the slightest 
occasion,” we vnust not employ them, where the woman’s strength 
w'ould be exhausted by the lingering nature of the labour. Can any 
iloctrine be more absurd, or more truly dangerous.* 

But it may be said that Mr. M. has provided against this conclu¬ 
sion by the observation which immediately follows; “from thte casbs 
1 shall hereafter introduce, it wilt appear, ilmt whilst we^ve medi¬ 
cines which will expel the child naturadlj, Biere can be no good reason 
for the use^f instruments, which often (^chsion aloughtng and dea^di*” 

• 

* Will Mr. M. contend that any«attmnpt to excite the utenu, is more dangerous 
or even more fatiguing to the patient, than his method of provoking uteane effort ^ 
lie says, p. 42, ** JVhen Ifound the os uteri (bidCf, rigid^ and unyietding^ grwhsn 
Ifmnditdeep^ thigi,^ and flacad^ [passed up thi/handf and introduced one 
finger, then another, and so on, until I had intfddueed the ivhole hand, 
^vgthehand,aadfullydtketingthepart8, J^iigHhdrewHfoUhdatlacera^^ 

%ranes, and never interfered ugedn, unHl fhtspeded fU the 
rupturing, or the htadSn perinsoo, tohieh dfesa hooln vnU the ptMS, 

ifnp impediment eodstd*!!! This prVi^ticsUplwoaches.nearer l m| > e > rihi hty 

• .than any thing we liave ever met with—fthe vhole himd u-foltCMhlbugir a 
rigid os uteri, finger at a time; th^^ mf4e to the 

hand; and the hand withdrawn mthoiut the mmwfkes.V to say . no¬ 

thing of the pain that this must create during iU perfbtmiuice, or the gpnse- 
cpicnce that must necessarily follow such violence!!! ^ 
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Now it must be evi<Icnt at first sight, that we have not wrested Mr. 
M.*8 meaning, when his ll^knowledgment is recollected, that the 
woman will become exhausted by the lingering nature of the labour, 
(the presentation right,) “notwithstanding all our attention.” In 
such cases what has become of his “medicines that will expel the 
child naturally?” If he has withheld them, he has become criminal; 
if they had failed, he was no longer in possession of medicines that 
“would expil^he child naturally;” he would therefore prefer that the 
woman di^, irtt^er than use a certain and safe means to relieve her. 

Doqs no( Mr M. go11)eyond the truth of all observation, when he 
declarei that {he forceps oftin produces sloughing and death? In 
cases of sloughin^fter the use of the forceps, was not the mischief 
done before they vten resorted to? If it was, the forceps are not 
chargeable with it; if it was not, it could only have arisen from mal¬ 
adroitness, which .should not be considered as necessarily connected 
with the instruments themselves. Moreover, Mr. M. as we have just 
shown, has declared that sloughing and gangrene, take place without 
the forceps having been used. 

Besides, we know of no authority that supports Mr. M. in these 
assertions; certainly, he will not find such a condci^nation in the 
best writers upon this branch of medicine. For neither Levrkt, 
BaUdelocque, Leroux, Gardien, nor MEYCUiitR, among the 
French, make any such charge against the forceps; nor, will he find 
himself borne out by the most respectable authors of his own country. 
Indeed, we know of no British writers that have even disparagetl 
these instruments, if we except Denman and Oshornk. The former, 
however, acknowledges tKeir utiKCy; and ha^laid down limited rules 
for their employment; whiie:t^e latter makes the inilications for their 
use'so extreme, as almost tol^roscril^c them: with these *exceptions. 
we may say with much confidence, that the judicious use of tlie for-> 
ceps, have been looked upon as one of tlie most important improve¬ 
ments in midwifery. 

'fear, that Mr, aversion to the forceps, has prevented 
his Acquiring sufficient detterity in their application, to render 
them auxiliary; or, perhaps, safe m his hands. He certainly 
qppeors to 'be ignorttnt. of the proper cUscs for their employment, as 
laid down hy^the moM experienced practitioners; of cither his own, 
oribtb^ cOuiUries; dr he weuid^evdlr select extreme cases to support 

behn contended by the wai nest advocates for the 
forctt]|||iPfit they ore eligible^Or proper, in all cases; and especially 
inrsIwlMeformities of the pelvis, as would forbid the hope of bring 
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ing the child into the world ^live. On the contrary, they are express! 
furhiddcn, wlierc the pelvis has not full three inches, in its antero¬ 
posterior diameter. 

Nor must the young practitioner be seduced into the belief, that 
the only merit of an accoucheur consists in the passive, (but often- 
times desti^lictive,) watching, of tlie long-continued, and severe con¬ 
flict, bet\^^cen the natural powers, and opposing difficuitiesw For he 
must be instructed td feel, and to know, that it is.ipmotimes as 
hazardous to wait be/ond a given period, as it would mve been rash 
and injui’ious to have interfered at others. As far as our own expe¬ 
rience lias gone, we can wkiiout mehtal reservation d^lare, that 
we have never witnessed the smallest injury to foilow/the use of the 
forceps, when these instruments have been judiciously employed; 
and we have seen them several times used, even by young practition¬ 
ers: though, we unreservedly confess, we have known accidents of 
a fearful kind take place from the hands of the ill-instructed. But, 
<loes not the same thing happen from any important operation, when 
ill performed? 

It may be thougiii, by those who have not made midwifery a study, 
that we have ^Iwelt unnecessarily long upon this subject; with such, we 
are willing to plead guilty; because, we arc sure, we shall not be 
censured by these, who have felt how uncertain and limited the means 
arc, in some instances, to preserve the life of both mother and child. 
To deprive such, then, of the only resource which art presents us 
^vith, by a wrong estimate of the powers and safety of the forceps, 
would be as cruel as it would be dishonest; for we must insist, ^d 
repeat, at the risk of being tedious, that safety in these cases,- de¬ 
pends upon tlic forceps alone. We spei^ this from ample and often- 
tried expci'ience; and we are sure, it wUl-meet the concurrent testi¬ 
mony of almost every practitioner in this country. For, who has 
not seen the head linger fos hours at the inferior strait, even after 
the ergot has been perseveringly and faithfully tried I And, .where 
the child would have inevitably perighe<4 hut for the timely l^d tri¬ 
umphant aid oPthe forceps. We would gsk.whatMr. M. 4^, 

when the head of Die child was at ihfi mferior strait; when the uWus 
*was passive, or so feebly exerted as^to be altqgethm’ineon^tent to 
the end; when the‘ergot had been liberally employed, ^t^hed fidled 
to renew tlie exertions of thw uter^I ^Weitid until bis 

* patient expire, or the child die^ beforevfae would use ih^forcepsr 
for this is certainly his doctrine:^this is not^^tu^rimee; for 
we feel it a duty to abridge pain, as waHias to preaorve life; and we 
have done this, we most conscieutioualy believe, in more thaJl ^wo 
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hundred instances; nor did gangrene, sloughing, or even a laceration 
of the perinaeum follow in any one instance. ^ 

In Chap. IV., Mr. M. considers a I’Osborne, the comparative 
merit of the Caesarean operation, and embryulcia. We shall not 
enter into any detail of strictures upon this disputed point; leaving 
every practitioner to consult more extended examinations of this sub¬ 
ject el aq ri ti ere, and thus enable himself to make up his mind upon 
this delme^le point of practice. We shall', therefore, only trans¬ 
cribe 'a portioia of this chapter, that the reader may be put in posses¬ 
sion ^f thejogic, and bthics of Mr. M. upon this point. 

I am at a^loss for the leakt excuse for the practitioner who would 
sacrifice the life df the mother, that the child may be saved. To say 
nothing of the great danger uf sacrificing both by so rash a choice; 
for, 1 conceive, the most resolute of our profession, would hesitate 
long, before he made up his mind to so cruel an expedient, and this 
delay would gentraUy ensure tlie death of the child. But, supposing 
the infant could be saved; on what plea could we put the life of the 
mother in comparison with that of the child. If, by a contrary prac¬ 
tice we save one woman out of five, even to the destruction of five 
children, 1 conceive the advantage is still on this sidj*. If the in¬ 
crease of mankind be the consideration, the woman saved may after- 
fvards have five children^ and these have children as *earhj^ (within a 
few years^) as the irfanU had it been sceved, ’’ 

We see by this quotation, or at least it appears so to us, that Mr. 
M. does not altogether relish the taking of tlie child’s life by the 
downright violenoe that embryotomy imposes; to spare Ids sensibility 
he would hesitate a long rime before he mfide up his mind to so 
cruel an operation^ and this dday would generally ensure the death of 
fAecAiVd.” Wonderful tenderness. He would permit the poor in¬ 
fant to die by inches, that he need not destroy it suddenly, by a “ 
cruel operation. Upon this point we could say much; but we must 
proceed. 

logic, and political calculation of Mr. M. is not less remarka¬ 
ble; W is comparing the merits of two deadly operatibns. One highly 
threatening to the mother, but offering a probable, nay almost cer¬ 
tain chaftce to tiie chtid. The Other certain death to the child, but 
offering a chance to the mother. Yet he very gravely tells us, ^^the 
woman savedL nmy aftm'wards'have five children, and these have” 
(after Yittmatlkeir skulls opened, ajid their brains let out by embry- 
ulcHy) as eariy” {witldn a few yv^ars,) ^^as the infant, 

had i^”*(|l||p'the CtiBsarean operation,) “ been saved.” p. 29. 

“ The time was, m Ucu the brains were out, tlic man would die.** 
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The woman who has had cmbryulcia performed on hef five times, 
we must presume, had it performed from an absolute necessity aris¬ 
ing out of a defect in the pelvis^ and that each time it w'asdone, was 
because there was no other chance of relief, but by this operation or 
by the Caesarean operation. Yet Atr. M. gravely tells us that this 
woman iha^bcar five children more, and they raise a progeny! Can 
the performance of embryulcia five timea^ possess a cltep' to dfi 
away the defects of ah ill formed pelvis? if it cannot HRryulcla 
must inevitably be performed five other times, if the woman again 
goes five times to the full period of utero-gestationj and if this be the 
case, tile objects of political economy dannot be answered, by giving 
tile preference to embryulcia, over the Caesarean operation. 

Nor can vve allow the young practitioner to be imposed upon, by 
ihe specious pretext of a name of some celebrity, or by false calcu¬ 
lations, when it will interfere with his duty, and iufiuence his judg¬ 
ment, to tile injury of society. 

Mr. M. informs us that Dr. Osborne has declared,, that <‘out of 
sixteen hundred cases, he has used instruments irt three only, and 
in one of these iie considers unnecessarily.” p. 53. Now this is a 
strange quol|tion altogether; since it does not tell the result of all 
Dr. Osborne's practice; for it is not to be supposed, that a man so 
fully employetb as Dr. O. is said to .have been, can have witnessed 
but sixteen hundred cases of Midwifery; and if he has not given us 
the result of his whole practice, he has, of course, not given a pro¬ 
per average. 

Besitlcs, Ur. Osborne is no authority on the use of the forceps; not 
because he ditfers froili every body else, as regards the propoition 
of cases that may require them, but ijecause he makes the necessity 
for their employment consist in a moribund state of the patient. He 
« requires, tliat, the powers of life be exhausted; all capacity for 
farther exertion to be at an»end; and that the mind must be as much 
depressed as the body; and would at length sink together under the 
influence of such continued but unavailing struggles, unless r^ued 
from it by means of art” If these be.Dr. O.’s rules, he may well 
liavc but few cases fit for tbe forceps; or rather be ought to have none, 
^tnee art can inteqiose with but very little prpqiectof aucjpeSs, under 
such a burden of evils. 

We consider the declaration of Dr^ Devia* of London,4^ much higher 
..•authority than the joint opinion of our author and of Dr. Oabome toge¬ 
ther. He says, my own practice, as one of the physicians to 
the Maternity Charity of London, which is beyond eomparison, the 
most extensive obstetric institution in Europe, 1 have the satisfilctjon 
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of being able iu assert, that 1 liave never incurred ilic inlsfurtuue ot 
losing a mother in consequence of a forceps operation.” Elem. Oper. 
Mid. p. 274. Here however we must stopj not because we have no¬ 
thing more to say, but because our limits will not permit a farlhw 
elucidation-of this important point. 

In Chapter V. Mr, M. advocates an untenable ground; namely, 
that thrijlfinphises of the pelvis relax during labour, to^favour tbe 
escape foetus through this cavity. Eut &s this opinion liowcver 
unfounded or ill-supported, leads to no great practical error, we will 
consign the hypothesis to the tomb of all the Capulets. Jlcmarkiiig 
only, that we^do not doubt, tfut that a relaxation of the pelvic sym¬ 
phises, does occa^onally take place; but when it docs, it must be re¬ 
garded as a diseased condition of these parts. 

Thougli we Iiave agreed to dismiss the ostensible subject of tins 
chapter, we cannot pass without remark, the preposterous and danger¬ 
ous practite of Mr. M., in lingering cases. He says, when ad¬ 
ministered, (spirits,) in a large quantity of water as a dilucnl^ so as 
to take off the sickening eflect of the warm water, 1 flunk it if often 
of the greatest advantage, causing an increase of Die circulating fluids 
which cannot be carried off by the kidneys, as they vqry schlom se¬ 
crete at all, or in very small quantities during labour, the, inen nse 
must then be thrown ujion the uterus, and excite it to action. It was 
indeed, the best means we were possessed of to accelerate lingering 
labours, before we were acquainted with the ei^ol.” p. 4;>. 

The practice of midwifery must have been in a lamentable state, 
in Mr. M.’s neighbourhood, (for wc cannot suppose he means to in¬ 
clude a wider range,) if rum and water was fhe best means in tlieir 
possession, “ to accelerate lingenng labour.” I'he causes of linger¬ 
ing labour are various, agreeably to ISfr. M.’a own showing, and as we 
shall see presently, yet, for all these varieties, but one remedy was • 
known; namely, diluted ardent spirits. • Has Mr, M. never known 
fever to attend a lingering labour? has he never witnessed too much 
blood^to be the cause? has he failed to observe how frequently an en¬ 
gorged state of the uterus has occasioned a lingcring'labour, and how 
suddenly this has been relieved by the loss of blood? Can it be sup¬ 
posed then, that an increased quantity of this fluid, thrown upon tht 
uterus will be favourable to its action, when it possesses already, as 
much, or, -peihaps, more than it shduid, to enable it to perform its 
actions fajSsUhily? 

teHs US, p. 50, ^^that hectic or phthisical patients arc said 

lingering labours, biU I have never found this to be the 
ewe. #TOve met with several cases in which consumption has been 
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ilelayed by utero-gcstation, although the patient was witliin a lew 
weeks of death, at the time she fii*st proved to have a foetus in utero. 
\n these, the os uteri gave very little resistance to the child, the peri- 
n:ruin was thin, and the child born in half the time, and with less 
pain, than any former accouchement.” p. 50. In tlicsc cases, (which 
are in stricT conformity with our own observations,) Mr. would 
find it tlilficult to prove the presence of an increased quantit^'bf blootl 
in tile uterus, which h^ thinks so essential to its action. 

In Chap. VI., Mr. %f. considers “the various causes of lingering 
laljour, and its treatment.” This chajiter codimences with tiK fol¬ 
low ing observations. A giVat variety of difficult or (^borious cases, 
wiiich require instinimeiital aid, are enumerated bj’ authors^ these 1 
shall endeavoui* to review, as briefly as possible, and will show, that 
most of them ina^ be overcome by skilful management, when the pre¬ 
sentation i.s pnqier, without even tlie assistance of the hand.” 

In these promises, he entirely fails, in our opinion; at least, if in- 
discriminntidy recominemling of dangerous practices may be consider¬ 
ed as i'ailurc. 

‘‘ 1st. Labour-pains protracted or delayed by debility.” p. 48. 

'riiis is tlie jirst assigned cause of lingering labour, of our author; 
for tln‘ management of w'hieh, lie says, “in cases of debility, as de- 
scrihi'il hv aidhors, arising irom disease, or flooding, which is always 
aiaiminglo Ihe timid and unpractised accouclieur, if the bursting of 
the membranes do (does) not produce expulsive pains, I would not 
even wait for mcditaucs to lake effect, eitlier lo stop the heemorrhage, 
or increase tlie throes, but at once introduce the hand, turn the child, 
and bring it aw uy, as life oiil}' safe treatment botli to the mother afnd 
the child.” « 

If there ever was a moi-e vagiy?, and dangerous direction given to 
the 3 ^oung practitioner, it lias not met our eyes. It is contrary to 
every well-established principle in midwifery, and contrary to the 
opinions of the most enlightened practitionci*s of the present day. It 
di reels, tliat, whenever the female becomes weakened by disease, or 
flooding, that tiu!* membranes should be immediately ruptured, with 
a view' lo stop the bleeding. Here, no mention is made of the con- 
^vrion of the os uteri, whether its condition be fit for this purpose or 
not. For it is now,•an established law with the best authorities upon 
lliis subject, tliat rupturing of tlic^ membranes should not be had Te- 
cqursc to, hpt as a dernier resort, .unless, the danger be imminent; 
the os uteri ddalcd, or easily dilatable; and, other means have proved 
unavailing. No provision is made against the contingency, thaMhe 
ns uteri may be rigid; by directing in this case ail the remedies gent* 

No. VI.^Feb. 51 
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rally employed fur Hooding, and especially, by that almost certain 
one, the introduction of the tampon. 

The uterus is not even to be induced to contract, by giving the ergot 
previously to an attempt to turn; for if the breaking of the membranes 
do not immediately “produce expulsive pains,'’ (a circumstance we 
have n^er known to happen in this slate of things,) Iie'.voUld, “at 
c!hce,”'S&d we must presume, at all eveiils, “introduce the hand, 
turn the child, and bring it away.” lie in this case, advises the in¬ 
troduction of the hand at all events; for no exception is made; the os 
uteri js to be penetrated, at wiiatever cost; and tlie uterus is to be 
suddenly emp^ed, liowevcr iiMisposefl it may be to act, at (he almost 
certain risk of inef^asing the disease, for which this hasty turning was 
intended to prevent. Let any experienced practitioner say, whether 
this is safe advice for the young practitioner, if there be any two 
rules more imperative than the two here direeted to beviulated unne- 
cessaiily, we are unacquainted with tiiem. For, it is a fundamental 
principle, in obstetrical practice, that nothing can justify the entei- 
ing the uterus witli the hand, when the os uleri ih rigid, ivMstiiig, 
and requiring force for this purpose. It is also agreeable to all souiul 
experience, tliat the uterus is not to be suddenly emptied at any time: 
but especially, when it is indisposed to action, as it almost alwavs is^ 
when the system in general is weakened by the loss.of blood. 

“2dly, Epilepsy. Here 1 would pursue the same courses and turn." 
The same objections would apply to tiiis practice. 

“3dly, Irregular pains and spasms.*’ Here purging and large 
doses of opium are recommended. 

“4thly, Debility and faintjiess, not to he fteferred to any jiarticulai 
cause, will occasion protracted labour.'’ He does^ not toil us how to 
manage this case, noi' does he attempt to show that sucli p condition ol 
tlie system may exist. Ihis is a great omission after tlie high promise 
made in the initial paragrapli of Ihis chapter, that he would siiow', 
that most of the causes of liiigerin labour might be overcome by 
skilftil management.” Now' we do not believe that iliis state of 
**debility and faintness” can exist without a particular cause; and 
arc of opinion that this condition has several, and sometimes opposite 
causes; and that they may require prompt and opposite treatmev^- 
Among these cai^ses wc may reckon an tivei-distensioii of the ute¬ 
rus from too large a quantity of the. waters; a plethoric condition of 
the system in general, or the. uterus in particular; a too dense and 
unyielding condition of tlie membranes; in internal luemorrha"e. 

‘^5lhly, Inflamiuainry habit in tin* strong and robust, causing a 
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rletcrmination ul'blood to a.dilf'crcut part." Here he properlv directs 
bieedirig, purging, and a cooling diet. 

■ ‘‘ 6thly. The practitioner may be deceived by spasms and pains in 
' the bowels, before labour-pains come on.” For the relief of this con¬ 
dition, he advises <*glystcrs, rastur-oil, and opiates.” Here the young 
practitioncf^ after having consulled Mr. M.’s book, might j|[k what 
kind of glysters, when should castor oil be exhibited, and wron opi¬ 
ates. All these may he highly proper in appropriate cases, but these 
cases arc not pointed out. 

“rthly. Passions of the mind, and mismanigement of the labour, 
will frcf(aeiitly delay the paiti several flays.” For th^se heoftersno 
remedies, but most unsucccssfiilly speculates upon the modus opc- 
randi of “passions of the mind.” How to remedy the consequences 
of mismanagement, he does not tell us. 

“Stilly. Cases of rigidity of the os uteri, constriction, firmness of 
the ligamentous part of the pelvis, and also from flaccidity of the os 
uteri, which is worse tlian 

To prove the laltcr assertion, a circumstance unheard of before, 
that a flaccid condition of the os uteri is worse than a rigid condition, 
he relates a case of i igi<lity that was overcome spontaneously by rest 
in three days. Dm^s this prove, that tlie same would not happen to 
tile os uteri whcsi it was in a state of llaccidity? He ends this sum¬ 
mary by the following rencctioiis. 

“Such are the ca^es, whicli, in one out often, are said to require 
Jiistrumental aid." Whore has Air. M. found this doctrine incul¬ 
cated.^ M'o kiniw of no such assertions or calculations. There is 
not a case here cnumci"ded, that Avoiild^rcquire, in any tiling like the. 
proportion sotdo\^iii, the aid of instruments. Indeed^ ene or other of 
these causes* is of every day occurrence, yet how few employ instru- 
qicnts for their relief. 

He says, “I entirely agrec*\vith Hr. Osborne, that in these cases 
ee ought to iiave nothing To do with mechanical arl.” We have 
already remarkctl upon these opinions, and shall not repeat them 
here, lie tlieii adds, “patience and medical treatment will overcome 
tliem all; even t!ie worst of them require nothing more than Utrning.^^ 
^i^otlung more than turning!! Mr. M. speaks of this operation as 
if it cost neither condition, skill, nor period for its performance; and 
as if it were of sucli easy accomplfsliincnt and so free from all evil 
rtonscquciices, that the merest tyrq in medicine might undertake it 
with the most entire prospect of success; not so thought Baudelocquc, 
and many others of good authority. * 

.Bv men of large oxpericnee. turning has ever been ronsidered 
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operatiun botli of diflicuUy and of danger. An operation requiring the 
rules which should govern it to be more exactly obeyed, than almost 
any other connected with midwifery. It should always be lookerf 
upon as a dernier resource, where necessity imposes its perform¬ 
ance; for it is confessedly an operation of frequent danger to the 
mothei|ipid is very often fatal to the child. But at the same time we 
a^ree it is of vastly easier accomplishment, than a well performed 
operation by the fSreeps, when the head does not occupy the vagina. 

We also agree, that little more than a persevering hardihood is re¬ 
quired to effect the ntere turning of a child in utero; hence, the 
cause of a preference being given to it;* and especially by those who 
are not adroit in Ae management of the forceps. But to turn in a 
manner that shall be free from all danger to the mother, and with 
safety to the child, requires an entire knowledge of the principles 
which should govern the operation; and which too few possess. Wo 
have no hesitation therefore to declare, that however mischievously 
the forceps may have been emjdoyed, that the evils from this source 
are fewer than those which have arisen from attempts to turn. 

Nor need tiiis surprise us, when a writer at this day shall advance 
an opinion that is, and must ever be at variance, with all reason, 
and with all experience. Mr. M. p. 56, says, “ in twenty years 1 
shall not be surprised if the forceps be known only* by name, as in 
cases in which ergot cannot be administered, turning is all that is 
required; this may be effected as easily when the chiUPs head is in the 
perinseum, ets cU any other period., and can he done with as mifck 
safety as in any earlier stage,^^ This doctj-inc is so monstrous, and 
so contrary to common senge, that we wilf not insult the ac<iuire- 
ments and goad sense of our readers, by offcring;a single c*>minent. 

In Chapter VII. Mr, M. treats of the “great advantages of the ergot 
of rye—its general introduction will supersede the use of the forceps,'' 
&c. He introduces the first part of his Subject, by some well merited 
praiM of the pow( .s of the ergot; to all of which we cheerfully sub¬ 
scribe; but when he declares that this substance will entirely super¬ 
sede the necessity of the forceps, we cannot agree ^ith him—and for 
this plain and honest practical fact: that we have been obliged Ut have 
recourse-to these instruments as obser>’ed above, after tlic faiPesL 
trials had been made of the ergot. • 

That the ergot has, and will continue to diminish the frequency 
6f instrumental deliveries, we are every way willing to admit, :«/! 
this is the whole, nor is it a small acknowledgment, that we can 
adyiit; for cases will continue to occur in every man's jiractice of any 
"Extent, that can only be terminated by the forceps with entire safety 
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to the child. And we must here inculcate that the life of the child 
must always be considered of high importance; and when that of the 
'mother is in no jeopardy, that it alone, merits attention. If this 
principle be correct, it is worthy of being acted upon; and if acted 
upon, the forceps must be put into occasional requisition* For so 
long as ’woThen are liable to resisting soft parts; to exhaustii^ of ute¬ 
rine forc^; to comparative or absolute narrowness, the forttps mii&t 
be employed; for we* again repeat that a sufficiently ample expe- 
lienee has satisfactor'ily proved this to us. 

But this is not the only extravagance tliat^Air. M.’s enthusiasm 
lias led him into—for he indulges in tRe Eutopian oplpiou, ^‘that as 
soon as it, (tlio ergot,) is generally known in femSie practice, it will 
supci hetle the necessity for male practitioners; except in a very few 
instances, where disproportion of parts is very greal^ or the present 
talion such that delivery cannot be effected without turning; in such 
cases the medical man will still be called in.’* And if the business 
of midwifery be taken out of the liands of the male practitioner, 
where will a “ medical man” be found, competent to the end pro¬ 
posed by Mr, M. ? for it would be vain to deny that skill is required 
upon such occasions if any value be set upon the lives of mother 
and child; and it will not be denied, that to acquire skill, practice is 
a sine qua non.* 

Besides, in this desire, for we will not admit it to be an expecta- 
ilun, Air. M. is inconsistent witli himself; for in his preface, he says, 

no one modern improvement in medical science has, in my opi¬ 
nion conferred so great a benefit on society in general, as the supe¬ 
rior skill, information and talent, at pf^esent directed to the science 
of midwifery. The deatli of a female in child-bed is now compa¬ 
ratively rare among practitionerginthc country; and from the vanous 
methods adopted for the acceleration of the birth, (of which none can 
compare with ergot of rye,*) the proportion of still-bom (Mldren 
has been very greatly diminished, A science, so manifestly condu¬ 
cive to the preservation of life, and on the skilful manag^tot of 
which the oxistchce of numerous individuals so peculiarly depends, 
may i cadily be admilled to be of the highest importance.” p. iv. 

advantages of the male, over the female practitioner, is here 
scl forth in good roniul (and as we think,) honest terms; and tlicse 
facts lead liim to the following dbnclusions. “ I believe, I advance 
tJie opinioq of most of my brethren, when 1 say, that the medical prac¬ 
titioner in the country, would most gladly resign the midwifery 
practice to the females, as in fonner days, but, at the same time, / 
am convinced., that the present state ofinfonnation on the subject,, s^erh. 
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reHgnalion would he attended with a great annual aaerifice of valu¬ 
able lives. ” p. 5. 

In proof of the sincerity, and justness of his opinions on this sub-' 
jeet, he states, that, “ of twenty-one deatlis that have occurred in 
this neighbourhood, within tlie last twelve years, nineteen have been 
women attended by females only.” p, 6. Again, Mr. IVK is incon- 
siUent with himself, for, in p. 69, he says, “it, (the ergot,)^does not, 
however, appear to have been employed by \nedical men at that 
period, and in tlie hands of the females it was‘observed to proilucc 
harm.V Yet, he wishes the practice of midwifery to revert into the 
hands of females, with all tliose facts before him. 

Chap. X., is “an examination of the objections brought against 
the use of the ergot of rye, by Dr. Hall,” &c. 

In this chapter, Mr. M. has, we think, very successfully established 
the innocuous qualities of the ergot; but, lias failed to prove that it 
has the smallest agency in dilating the os uteri, in the relation of his 
cases. We may remark here, en passant, upon his injurioui prac¬ 
tice of giving ardent spirits to his patients, after delivery, by saying, 
it can do no possible good, and may be productive of great harm. His 
sixth case appears to us, to prove nothing, except improper interfer¬ 
ence; for the pains were frequent, by Ids own confession,—“ this 
woman, when I arrived, had one pain only, in about three minutes 
and an half on the average; after the ei’got began to liave effect, the 
pains were incessant, and in three minutes and an half, she must have 
had thirty pains, and this caused a saving, of at least, thirty liours." 

This is, truly, no less a strange, than a false calculation; in this 
country, we would very rarely wish the pains*'to be repeated oftener 
than once, in three or four minutes; and experien»e lias taught us^ 
that it is the degree of force exerted^ by the uterus, thauis, the elU- 
cient cause of delivery, and not the frequency of its roiitraclion. For.. 
every practitioner must have observed a-grealei- degree of advance 
ment effected by a single pain in some instances, tlian by thirty, in 
others. In our opinion, one of the greatest objections lo llie ergot, 
sometimes is, that it accelerates the conti-actions, without augment 
ing their force. 

Case rth, Was a case of twins; tiic first child was still-born; ct 
got had been administered “ by way of experiineiit,” but it failed to 
enable the uterus to relieve itself. After it was ascertained tlial there 
was another child, the ergot was again given, and this child wms Inu y ■ 
alive, and healthy; it is, therefore, evident, ti.at the first cliild did 
not <jic from thecftcctsof the ergot, 

"■Case 9th, Purports to illustrate the agency oi the eigol, in dilating 
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tlie os uteri, though eight hoprs and an half were enipluycd fur this pur¬ 
pose. Now this eftcct, in ordinary cases, takes place long before 
Ihis time, witijout the agency of this medicine. 

Case lOth, Clearly demonstrates the exciting powers of the ergot, 
but not its dilating powers; for the uterus was open some width be¬ 
fore it was*given, and was most probably dilatable at that moment; 
and when in tliis condition, its expansion is often but the work of*a 
few minutes, even whftn no ergot has been used- We say “ probably 
dilatable;’’for had it^cen rigid, it would most probably have been 
recorded by Mr, M., as it would make so md^h for bis theory. 

Case lull, Also shows veiy satisfactorily, tlie powers of the ergot 
upon the uterine fibre, but not upon tlic mouth ofithe uterus. 

Case I2th, Proves three things; first, bad practice; consisting in 
giving brandy and water; making the >voman walk about the room; 
■and waiting live hours before lie relieved the uterus, when from all 
^ve can collect, it was as ]»ropcr to do so half an hour after he found 
tlie ergot, liad fallcil, as at the moment lie performed the operationi 
.Secondly, it proves that the ergot will fail occasionally, to excite 
uterine action, in cases that appear most appropriate for its action. 

'riiiidly, it proves a very valuable fact, that pustules may infest a 
child in utero, where no ergot has been administered. For the first 
child was born before tlie ergot was given, and “it was covered all 
over with pustules about tlu*^ si'/.e oJ’ a silver penny, or rather blad- 
ilers, as if scalded, with a purple slate of the skin, the legs nearly 
black.’’ The second child had neaxly the same appearance; it was 
strong, and lived four days. 

I’ase lotli, shows that ergot cannot succeed, where the pelvis is 
mucli contraetetl, and it should never *be given in such cases. It 
also shows that eVen embryulcia is attended with great difficulty 
and danger during the operation*; and tiiat it may be followed by se¬ 
rious consequences, though the woman may partially recover. 

Case I4tli, shows a wanton use of instrument. 


Case iClh, proves tliat the ergot, when given in cases of rigidity^ 
may occasion, as- we all believe in this country that it will do, a great 
deal ofuunecessaryandGnavailingpain. Thcchild “ wasnotdelivered 
more than three hours after the exhibition of the ergot; and it had 
^‘brought on such constant pains, tliat for more than two hours tliere 
was little or no intermission; it'Was indeed so great as to bring 
down the strength and exhaust even more than bleeding could liavc 
done. This c.ise would have been treated by liberal bleeding in this 
country. , 

Case irth. shows tliat in a preternatural presentation, when eveiy * 
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other circumstance is promising, the ergot may be given. This was 
a breech presentation, and would be ranked by Baudelocque with 
the natural labours; we would of course not give ergot in cases where* 
the child w-^as to be turned, though this practice is warmly recom¬ 
mended Mr. M. 

The other cases given by our author, do not appear'to'require 
r^ark. In conclusion, we must say, that in so many pages, we have 
never known so many contradictory opinion^; so many dangerous 
practical precepts; and such unrdls^able and inveterate dislike to 
tlie foaceps. And that^Mr. M, has not in one single instance proved 
what he so confid^tly purported to prow; namely, that the ergot was 
an efficient means*to dilate the os uten wlien rijrid. And tliat he 
has not added one tittle to our knowledge of this substance, if we ex¬ 
cept the suggestion at p. 126, that milk, as a vehicle for the ergot, 
may render its operation more mild. 

the second work at the head of our last remarks, we shall have 
IntTe to say^ it being confessedly a translation uiid aljridgcuu'ni ol 
Dr. Villf.neuve’s work upon the subject of tlie ergot, and contains 
but little that is absolutsely new- 

tn investigating his subject, the autlior takes occasion to remark, 
**that amongst all the different accidents caused by the spurred lyc, 
t^re is no mention made in a positive and formal Avay, of any iii- 
of abortion or premature birth of any infant^ dcad or alive,'’’ 
This is certainly contrary to the common opinion entertained 
of-b^ substance in this country. A number of experiments we know 
were instituted with a view to detcrinine this ([ucslioii; and our itn- 
pre^ion is, that it was ascertained that the*^ergot had u])on some of 
the inferior animals, the power of producing abortion. 

We oan offer nothing positive ourselves upon tins p()ii)^;yct a case 
of abortion which fell under our notice led us to llie belief that it \va^ 
pro<luced by the ergot. A female was taken in viedent pain, attend¬ 
ed b^baemorrhage, in the house of her sister. Her husband had been 
abff^^'a long time, and she became pregnant by an illicit connexion. 
Wishing to conceal her guilt, she applied to a pli^^sician, avIio gave 
her some powders which he said would effect abortion. After she 
had taken several portions, she foqnd herself in the situation 
mentioned. As we were in attendance at her sister^s, we weie sent 
for, and we found ihk$ patient in Very violent and almost constant 
with a considerable flooding,^ whicli soon after terminated by the 
eap^sion of twins at about the fifth month. During a temporary ab- 
seife of her she communicated Iwr situation to us, and said 

•i^u'rr was a powder’left, similar to those she had taken. W*' exandii- 
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cd it^ it proved to be aboift a draclim ui' powdered ergot. VVe admit 
, that tills is not a positive instance of the power of this drug to produce 
abortion; it may have been mere coincidepce. 

Our author states upon the aathority o^ BurghauuT) Jiiat “ con¬ 
vulsive, er^otisme,’’ dues not put'a^top to the menstrual fltix, p. 18. 
He traces the use of the ergot in labour, much earlier than we ^d 
thought ft was knuwr^. He states that R. I. Ca^rerius sajs that 
t)ic women in certaii^ parts of 6^|piany, as early as 1088, used this 
substance to accelerate parturition, p. 20. ^ . 

The author prefers artificial delive^^, to the use of the ergo^ when 
tlie lower extremities are presenting, and the pai^t^Eofflci^tly dilat¬ 
ed, p. 20. He a;h$o appears to be of opinion, that in this stilte of 
things, wlicrc blood-letting and the other means of depletion are in¬ 
dicated, the ergot, so far from proving t^efu), might be vety preju¬ 
dicial, by increasing the rigidity of the os uteri and mpscular fiWes, 
more especially if its use should be persevered in, and the subse in iiat 
closes augmented on finding the first ineffectual,” p. 

The following observatidns merit some atteulion. *« It will be 
ju iident not to give the ergot to females, who, In their former lyingg- 
in, have becit' attacked with metritis or pcritotiitis, for fear of any re¬ 
turn or relapse^of these attacks; though, if we may trust-to^. Bil- 
t.ard’s report, he has seen this remedy given without the leaM 
vcnieiicc or bad consequences to women in la]^bur, even.;^^^^ 
nitis was a prevalent complaint among f*emales m child-t^i^^’^ 

The late Dr. UoLCJOMEEwas of opinion that eigot prevei^ 
peral fever. • ^ 

He says (hat Df.s<ihanges “gave •the black external parf^d^, 
ill doses of four or six grains, without any of the ipner subst^pd^^d 
that tliese small doses proved Cv^ual in effect to hidf a drachni tte 
'entire grains,” p. 42. 

He states that tin*, ergot has been used with more or less advantage 
111 the billowing diseases:—1st. As favouring the cxpulsioi^K the 
phici'iita; 2dl^, jis accelerating in cases of abortion, the exin^wtdf 
the whole, or the remMaut of the oyum; Sdly, as restraining uterine 
ha^mionhngcs; 4thly, as producing the expulsion of clots fr^m .thc 
womb; and 5fkly, as being theincans of moderating the lochial dis- 
< hargp,” p. rO. ' . f 

This liulc work is concluded by a valui^W^ from whic^.it 
appears, says, our author— * 

Tlial out ul' seven hundred and iwcnty cases wIicrei iL |tfte spurred lye luis 
nceii admiiii dcred, williiivuur knowledge during h^ve bten— 

“In flu; firbl ularr-, Six Imuririd* ajch of coinplclo successj llialis, where lEc 
.Vo. VI. .-Feb. I«20. .'2 
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ftttui has been entirely expelled U^ng or deadf at the full term or otherwise^ 
either twin cases or single; circumstances which we have not been able to spe> 
cify In our table. 

** Secondly, Five successful coses of the delivery of the placenta or secun- 
dines. 

** Thirdly, Five successful in cases attended with uterine floodi,pg after deli^ 



vw- 

** Fourthly, Sisteen of moderately successful, which are made up of certain 
caseil where the er^t has only excited for a certun^ime the expulsive pains; 
the” deliverance being only accomplished natui-ally several hours after its cm* 
ploymept: and secondly^ ^ cases where, after having advanced the labour to 
that point whOretiie application dT instrumevta became admissible, it was at 
length acetoplished &y those meaiis. • 

‘^Fifthly- Eighty-two instances of complete failure, or Cases wherein thc-ci^ot 
INToduced qo evident effect; ^t is to say, induced no return of the uterine con- 
trac^ons, whatever might hiVe^been the doses in which it was given. 

** Sixthly, IVelveunfiivouraiMc c»&tal results, citheriii respect to the mother 
child; attributed by the several authors to its immediate action, or to some 
kdaty effect of the ergot; and of the futility of which we have already given 

our option. 

upon rile whole it results, that out' of seven hundred and twenty in¬ 
stancy wherein the spurred rye has been employed, there have been six hundred 
and ten completely succeasftiJ, not comprising those ofmodemtv. success, which 
we onu^ed; so that the chances of success are to the chances of failure in the pro- 
porrioii at least of seven and a half to one. Now then, us a similar result is but 
ftil^hed by any the therapeutic agepts employed in cases of 

huy - conclude, that no otter remedy can be com- 

eiriier an to its utility or efficacy in bringing on safe delivery. 

^ to tte ^oportions between the number of times that the spurred 
lye has been employed, and the fatal cases wliichan'i altrihuied to its use, (re- 
sultewhich would.g^e only one utilucky case in sixty,) this calculation is rediic • 
ed ch^lvtcly to almost zero, considering all that has bc/^n already advanced 
in l^'&vour. ' W. P. D. 
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1. Joumwl dcT Chirurgit und AugenlieUkunde, Herausgegeben voo G. F. 4on 
ORiKFJi;^ M. D. &c. un(>Pu. von Waltsbb, M. D. &c. liter. bHBd,4StUcken: 
12tcr. band. Stuck l.*Bcrlin, 1828. 

The Journal of Surgery and Ophthalmo]o|pr, condSbted by Grsefe anddVftither, 
has long maintained a disting^i&cd character, and largely; 9 i(MitrSiuted to the 
diirnsLoii of medical knowledge. It is published quart^y, in numbers of fitnn 
160 to 170 pages each, is devoted to original communications^ mlewB» and 
bn)llographical notices, and is particularly remarkable ibr the t^e of the on- 
ginal essays which it contains. As few of oi^ir 'riyiStrs hav<?' access' id the 
original, wc bellcye it will prove an acceptable sernde to present an'^s|^ytic 
notice of the numbers recently received and to make occasional exirac^^|fo(m 
the most interesting articles'. '***®'’ 

The first papers on pscudomoiphosis, or morbid changes of structure'fifom ex¬ 
cessive or defective nutrition, ii^By Professor Ritgen.* It4 great length, being ex¬ 
tended to upwards of two hundred pages, will prevent US Atom s^^hg morethan 
its general character at this time. The w^erhas drawhup a digested systemic 
view of ilie actu^^l state of knowledge upon the above-mentioned subject, and 
Ills task is accomplished in a masterly manner. Hia divisions are madb'.ljidth 
scaentihe precision, and his inferences from facta, dcdueed'accordil^lA 
riiU's of philusopliizing. He gives minutely detiul^ iCcounts of 
appearances, and conditions indicating and accolhpsn^g mozbM of 

structure in all parts of the body, in a strongly distinctive end clearl^tia^^ased 
style, which is especiallylidvantagcous to the reader. ' ' 

The second article is an account of the stiLte of surgery Among the Sibo^Utn 
and Asiatic nomadic tribes of Rusna,')' and eontains ft Considerable nm^ef of 
curious and interesting particulars. • The following esctiacts trill ^ow that tile 
* writer has strictly adhered to truth, in saying that ** highly elevated as is the 
condition of surgery in Europc,"lt is still entirely jui its infancy among the no¬ 
madic tribes of the empire, as well as the Russians in the remote radons of 
this gigantic realm, upon which the sun scarcely ever 8et8.”t ■ 

** Wood-leiting.^Thc operation of bloodJetting holds a most disthi^ished 
place in surgical practice,*and to say nothing of its &bulous discovery, wasper* 
fiyjncd 1180 yean anterior to the Cluistian Era by Fodftlirius, on the Carian 
princess tSyme^^ho rewarded him with her hand for his successfbl cure. The 


t 

* Url»er AfterbilduagOl, T<m Hi'im RegienMganUi und Frafttioe Dr.’.Qhgiak zu OkaiCD. 

t Uvbcr den ZuttaiuTdlsr Wundarzneikunst bei den SibbaclM^ind Adadi^en wmadcsi Toelfceni, 
Ru^slandi, Von^eem T)r. Heinrich l^Rirtlus, &c.» 

I When it is noonday at SL Petersburg, it ii thirty-nioeminatct, £^j^teooodi fvt teit^*akck 
at ni^ht at Tchnkoskoi Nosi, wbidt distance makes a diffiaefeee of dem hpvib lefSii- 

t« eii minutes, thivc seconds. Awatscha, or the^gMKNir ef St. asiljKFauliUalfat^FM^o 
thousand Fv man miles, (equal to ten thousaiu^ngUtii,) flwn S^FetCTmnitr* The g*j||. 

pr . IS more than two months in the route." 
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norlUcm diSLipius oi Chiron perform Uic operation on man and beast \v\Qi the 
same instruments. As in the smaller villages, where there is neither smitli nor 
other artizan, the Russian peasant of the distant^gions we treat of, buys at the 
basar the materials for his wagon, wheels, and other implements of husbandry, 
and makes his own doors, windows, locks, &c. of wood, using little or no iron; 
the blacksmith of.the larger paiishes ia the surgeon, dentist, oculist^and instru¬ 
ment maker, all in one. From his store of iron weapons, the<teedicaster selects 
suct» M be deems app^piiate for each particular case. The operation^ of these 
rusUc'pnctitionera^^ ehi^y confined to bleeding, efipping, cauterizing, and 
sweMag* and in these practices, c^sely resemble theii* European professional 
breWiw. If the first blegding does not afford relief, it is repeated, in some 
cam ^ 4^9 ten or mo^^racs, fjust as soiiip of our bleeders do, until the 

pa;^ht or dbod^ 

odT tiiese Asc|epla4es are in possession of an o]d*!:.lunt lancet, scalpel, 
biatbuiy^ or dismting knife, vhich^al|>powerfiiI chance has thrown into their 
hands. Unit these instmi^jOts ^^In an entirely singular condition, blunted 
and jR^ssbftpenJinm logg ymirsj^li^ice,^ one may readily concei\c. Frequent¬ 
ly, jijsktongf dduble-eJ^d, steel needle, and sometimes a ti’iangular 

pc^^d knife are used. 

the Kalmucks, the suigcons use a sort of fleam called c?iaii6r. 'i'lkc 
opeftdM^.ia alfio perfmr^d with k blade fastei^ to a handle. This is placed 

project by a tight ligature, and struck with a small iron 
li^tb^*» When thh opj^tina does not succeed, which is not«uncommon, it 
is ^eat{^ imtU.the |a-frirly op^led, and tlic blood flows.”* 

Among the. Asiatic tfibes we also find an entirely original instrument fur 
bIp<Ml^ettingi^it.cpnfd|i« a sort of small cross-bow, the bow being of ivory, 

%hb|;i^Vlazes, according to Mj^rcc required. Instead 
a^^ic^^ttsiedilostniment is placed upon and upon pulling the 

it sin^^ afid shortest method Ls used ^ the Kamtscliatkadalcs. 
Ject for tbo^ operation ei^cr side of the ankle-joint. 'I'lu*. patient 
ptllO^^fic naked onthe bp of an assistant; the operator then, with a pair 
ofaiMj^^iloden ton^'ortwQj^ndcr pieces of wood, takes hold.of the skin 
over spC|t<where }s vinblc, sd as to form a fold, (somewhat as is 

done in ^e bpenttioitf hel^ifia,) and then bores into the vessel withu pointed, 
polished liftle knife, orf^ V^t of this, with a punch, awl, or packing-needle, 
or soi||£^0lher sharp cattinglnsbtUmcntof iron or copper, or sometimes witli the 
sharp'^fe^ of a flint or piece of agate, until a sufficient quantity of blood is 
obtained. 

^* £eee^.-*lhe.medijidiud use of leeches is not unknown either to the Rus¬ 
sians, Tartars, Arniiniilm or other similar tribes. These. Htj^vampyres ims 






,i: 


* iwa ^***flillP* 0|^flcin than thii ii i^f-rformed by MiioraoalMsi^lr- A thick glas^ 

bs$l^:!iritb a Wpasr oriH^ng^ike, and the keenest edged upgsoaical fragment is se- 
■ i^^ttenedbaabaiimi^l piece of stick. The nperaliod Is othens ise exactly iiki' 
>w to' cause tlHTwaiitm of the vessel is given with a small stick. It is said t<> Im* 
> Weodtjg with w wdinary spring lanert, but ftum the brittleness of the glass 
St. 'the eosuMaler of a ht ^ in wltich Uie writer came from the 
^thatnn'niHVad bletl tltnH> of the croH in thh insniin, un thi 
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^;nipioycd !>y such persons as c;innot bear the sight of blood, or as have been 
inspired with a very reasonable dread of blood-letting by the barbarous pro- 
^•.csses of theit^rustic surgeons.** ‘ 

The method adopted by these people to collect the leeches is quite original; 
tlic Iccch-cutchcr strips and plunges into the brook or pond where leieches arc 
abmidant, and remains for a certain time, during which they ttttich'uieinselvcs 
in great nunitcrs his skin. On coming out of the water, a'small quantity of 
tabic salt i^ applied to each leech, which causes it immediately to let*g<^ Ad 
the whole arc kept in a Vessel of water fat future use. The mode ^-iHuch 
Iccclies arc preserved di&ing the winter appears to us to be oxceedmgly'^Sr%te^ 
of imitation, as wc frequently hear complaints of thc|^fficulty ofkeepi^ 
during tlic cold season, which if ^le statement rela^^to these Russian tribOtl be 
correct, this mctliod would entirely obviate. In the'moeth (^O^ber,a pit» 
dug in marl or clay krthe open air, and the sides and bettom madie.^uite tight 
and smooth; this is filled with fresh river water, the leecdtesareidhp^vtliermfi, 
and the whole allowed to freeze solidly. WhenevSyt. tile leeches ’^ ^wanted 
-for use, a piece of ice containing them is>chopped <Jpt of tiie pit^^apd is W 0 W 6 d 
to thaw graduallyUn a cool place. Leeches preserved in litafnnin^tiufbii^ 
ihc winter, appear to be much better, and to bite with grteter greenness Wn 
such as have been kept in a roqm. » a ■ 

hicarilication and acupunctiUilljjtioa are among the most comihqn remedies of 
the Asiatic tribes inhabiting the Russian steppes> as well as among, thd. neigh* 
houring Sibcricjis. The surgeons ofthcs^^besgofoi^dtheirdistric^reguh^ 
twice a year, in the spring and harvesf^-ro perform these operations. 
and other alfectidhs of the bowels they make hundreds pf pimetures into the 
abdomen, with silver or copper needles, with a *riew^^ aRotvfiiig the offbp^ng 
gases to escape. In pblU^on and other circunuga^^ swoRini^'^ey. p]bn!l& 
lure until a considerable quantity of blood is disAarged^ }Xi other/hfi^.'.shd 
swellings, powdered sublimate, arsenic, or alum ai^^pp&fiA tiurKp^/.is 
discliurgcd, or the surfac<^s dressed with chewed Circassian, tobacco. ' 
cations about the uvula and fauces, or unde%the tides of tho tongue, are 
resorted to in casc8}>f quinsey, dyspnoea^ and other inflananatoiy affectic^.j-lh 
high dcgTces*of inflammation of the e^es, the fids are spstifted with a smsll^n^. 

, To diseases of the eyes, the inhabitants the Gr^ Steppes, or desert phdns, 
are especially liable, from the ii^cnse light reflect^ fnVnv,the surfoce, as well 
as the fine dust blown about by the winds. As a protection aguMt^ these 
t'\i1s, some of them wear a sort of shade madepf a^Stripofgreenorbliijilg^use, 

«»r a sort of net-work made of sable’s luur. ' 

Inoculation fur ^ic smalj-pox is perfectly well known to these tribes, and nSist 
probably the knowledge of its advantages'is derived by^em from their neigh- 
bfffirs, the Every ten, twenty, or thirty ytm th'e''sin^-pox 

among tlicm witi^moat destractivc violence, sweeping aRthiaiH^rpte^^. 

** The mode the Mongol practitioners thb]|sudhp is 

very simple, lliej^mal or purchase some diy sAyl|w]u^|Ave:&£^ 
tancuualy, atid make a small wound iii'tbe akh^'||lk oj'the hA|ld 
some other part of^e body, and secure the stll^-pox a 

fresh wound. Thra is retained until 

fornic«\ .f an access of fever comes on, and Is then • • 
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Grusla and Georgia, the inoculatof mahes a superficial crucial incision 
between the thumb and forefinger, about half|nd inch long. With the point 
of a knife, he then mixes, in a little box, the si^U-pox matter with blood from' 
the wound, which he wipes up with a small wisp of cotton, and then re¬ 
peatedly applies the infected knife to the wound. Tlic cotton is then placed 
over the woutH^ 'whi^ it irritates continually, being Fetaincd#..bya slight 
bandage.’* f 

U pexfijimed variously among different tribes. Some cnliaust the 
' is lar^ and made of ct^per, over a hot ^re^ others make use of 
lining a'^SthaU hole at the Sitperior extremity, through which the opera- 
air by su(^^ and secures this opefiing, when sufficient cx- 
[‘Vpn^^cd, by Ip^ng a finger overrt, or by applying some sort of 
is peiform^ in precisely the same manner by many of the ne- 
grdbilliL this country, except that they use the ends of coihcal gourds for cups. 
Tiie aetual caut^ is used extensively lunong some of these tribes, as is the ap- 
plioatioo bfhidxa. In dXil^ 'bfinfiammarion and irritation from spider or scor- 
pibn bite^'tiw'Wound is cauterized vrith a hot iron, and washed witli' 

<nl hr hotter Eilihk iii awetk n-^lpider has been crushed. ShouVl this treatment 
be htefficient, the patient is placed on Ids back, and made to drink as much sweet 
milh can get down. IlT'is then stowed in a chest or basket, which is sus- 
pend^ ropes to t strong hook, and swun^ by assistants for four or five 

liOQtil^ basket is turned circidarly until the ropes are closely twisted, and 

thto allowed to unwind riipidly; both^^^^e modes produce faimlness and nau¬ 
sea ibllowed by'vomitiiiig laid sweating^ which completes the cure. 

The third pi^'ei' iii an ^e'ount of the extirpation of a paro&d gland by J)r. 
Comities 'ihe gland was in a schirroOMttte, enlarged and stud¬ 
ded crifout'protiibSancea of the size of It was successfully 

It' udth^helOss of irom two to three ounces of blood, and the bleed- 




v.'unttii|^ft«int^ti]^ it was not necessary to apply a ligature. I'lic 
wnORT^Iland was renibved, and weig^M one ounce, nine grains, being of a cal- 
lol^*lis9dnesB throughout. When tke last incision was made, the patient started 
seat and ettlahned loudfy; saying afterwards tl'at he then felt as if 
an >ddbt^,8hoGk had te^k'tipYmgh that part of his bead, llig facTc on the side 
opei^ted^ was pastljmed"'^ a considerable degree, and remained so after 
he was restored'to hUalili. '0V. Cordes makes odme remarks on this paralysis, 
and cn tte'Star^g of IHs^tient at the conclusion of his operation, yet never 
once i|j^ftM'to the imtfiediate cAbe of it, the divirion of the trunk of the portio 
dura w£|e seventh pair^ and to judge from his paper, he,is perfectly unac¬ 
quainted witii the adnurabte researches of Charles Bell relative to this nerve. 

The same practitioilfV^vea an account of a case of abdoi^l^ dropsy, rcs^l- 
ingJ^nn pMtnicted orgamic disease, in which the patient forty years 

tt^ped, betwben'the 24th of March of one ycar^ 20th of Sep- 

teil#*®^ 6f ye y-ntne fimes, and Jive Ai ^ond sixty-nine 

an aecnfinlrSfrkfoerations of the intestinalyeanal in nervous 
feVttii£^iiii^Hbd finm the officHd report^ Dr. W S3erfuhr,g| stafi' military sur- 

, piilientlK ad of this disease were foujjid to have 
as far down as the coecum. The reporter stai^.^ tlial 
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the disease was not properly a,nervou 4 /ever, as the nervous symptoms only oc¬ 
curred towards the conelusioT 4 ,«ad what appears to Uf still qiprc remarkable is 
»his statement that tlicre was no tf^ence of enteridc disease or gastric fever dur- 
• ing* the illness.* We can readily admit that the patients may not have shown 
obvious indications of acute gastritis or enteritis, but it is.next to iS|po^ble, if 
not entice!}^ so, Uiat such morbid actions shoidd be going w intestinal 

mucous membrai^ without affording evidence of its ewtence by the derange¬ 
ments of/vinctioh produced. The so callednervous s^ptoS^^must^h^vc 
been preceded by others^ equally the product of this very 
tion wliich strongly resdhibles the dothinent^^s of recent French 
dissection the blood-vcss^ of the intestinea wore jjund to be in a ci 
state, and pustules and ulcerations occupied thej ^p nqmi especially ift 'Sd^Vi¬ 
cinity of tlie ccecutn. These varied from the Upa t8 that 

they.ucvcrperforat*<^the bowel, but were situated ift the 
their edges wei*c rounded, and examingd against ^e lights 
sels were seen running towards the ulceratloni'giad&ldly thlc]tenn^|wiB. |^. 
• The pustules were most numerous in tb^ neighbpulhood of con¬ 

sisted of spongy,«tiiickened, insulated po^ns 

llieir most advanced stage formed the ulcers. , ^ 

The ensuing paper is ay^ ^teresting account, of a caao.in wltich a Urge 
portion of the calf of the leg.w^ torn off, and reunion was si^lerwaridsjMTfe^tly 
obtained. ltoccuiTcdinthcpriieticcofDr.GrbscbnerofSpretOl>^. 
was engaged a companion in caiTMfftobeTsforaJj^jlduig. Whdehe'i^ 
engaged in moving a beam, canning ojUpend of it« both hiuids bekitid 

liiin, and sustaining the load about as h%h^ his Imo^ anothgf.piece of timber 
fell across that they were carrying, and struck the ec^ vtolettl^ frmilU 
rhe sharp corner of t^^B|bam struck him lEbie 

bend of tlic knee, and t<»e down the integument kfidthb 
nns muscle, nearly to the tendo-achillis. The breadthisfthQ^ftpabfp^#^- 
wards of three inches, l^low it was held to the timlr scarcely'i^rag^s 

l)rea(lth of integument alone. The persons girho conveyed.,t)ie man 
had rc-applied the<dup of flesh, but,to che^ thp blee^Dg had washe4.i^1^ 
with brand}^ and wrapped it in cloths wet with the Kmie. Dr. Gri^ii^lh!^ K- 
. m^d these and applied adhesive Straps. Tbe.pf^^t did-well iSb/s, 

but soon fell very low, and at^lengtb bed reguW night-sweats- 

ritiding little prospect of adhesion, D^. G. madeu^ ii sutures and a ifastb to 
stimulate the integument to a higher degree of itctisn, admitdsterh^l^^^ie pa¬ 
tient at the same time Peruvian bark in considerable quantity, and a;j||||pti^^ 
iHct. To his great satisfaction adhesive inflammation tpok place, and the wh'qle 
mass became flr|p^ unit<^. If the violence of theahAPik to the limb be-»eoI- 
iffted, and thefet tliat the mass of the gastrocnemiuJ^etacl^ was to 
its cironlatib^wdurivcly, through little mure than tu^im inch of 
at the infcrioVpm^f a lowe^ extremity, we majrrecord.^ ^friudtpU 
of considerable &^itudc. The patient waa ^iMgresijMPfe h 4 p,bnrinesson .tbe 
twenty-ninth day after the accident,^ notwi^Mming the. ^uetuati^ds of 
licalth he Imd undergone in that time. 


»(* 


Sfn'^'imc ein^r Untrilnhscntzuendung’ 


Irjbc* «AC Fcbria piitrica iiicht zii ver rrkennen war.** 


i^gtea niehV^I^ ^ Krankh»t - 




416 


•BibHogmphical No0l^s. 


Df. F. A. Von Ammoa, Bui^on to U|e Dresden Institution for tlie Blind, next 
nukes some obsemtioi^ upon congenital ce^ral cataract, which are of consi- 
de&>le pnuitical interest. We have not rodD to give more than the followinj^ 
extracts. 

** The central cataract, as a congenital morbid condition of the human eye, 
consists of a ]^h||tfply» circumscribed, central cloudiness oj.tha anterior 

jpaps^le of the Icns^-^um^ once formed, does not increase^or diminisli, and 
iS^^to bexcmlnwtded with the occarional opacity of the middle of the lens 
o^^^eapsulei- iSNBe’latter the liimts<rf‘ the commenefng cataract are never prc> 
- on the othw^hend the transpa^edey of the capsule in con- 
.^^,.reeiibralchtaract b^MS iitmiediately along si^ of the white central spot. 
1 ftaVo.t^ri^e bad an oppe^mity oSdissecting^e eyes of a foetus having the 

hach^lUnii^^found it to be awhile central spot on the anlcrlui' 
89dn|Hn|||Pli<E$ capsule of the lens: but neither with tlie nabbed eye, nor with tlic 
ai$ wlb^mQf^teope couM^y elevatipn be discovered; the central catai-act 
appear*^ leuooxna (^,the cornea; of density was the only 

pere^>rible f^erence between'the morbid spot in the centre and the cleat' 
par( in^l^'Csi^piule. were from cluidren bom aboift fourteen (Lays bc- 

time; one of them lived ibr some hours after birth, the other was still¬ 
born^ In httitherjTM there shX trace of the membrana pupillaris; the crystalline 

^ it, but of a ri^ldish colour, which commonly 

^ “i- ^ ^ 

Von Ammon conriders this cong^tal cataract as very inexplicable, and at- 
tethpts to account for its occurrence b^rp^posing that a partial adhesion may take 
place.between theeurtiice of the pupiltty membrane and the iftiterlor face of the 
capiiuli^ which remains whmithe membrane in the lattwmonths of utero-gestution 
is gr^^in^x^nbyed. .^Sl^^-regarda this as a merj^lgpothesis, since in all the 
In bis mOstcareiVilly examined the membrana piipilla* 

has winch the centre was not already perforated. We 

> pasH dyer^mahy interef^g observatioqf connected with this sub- 
epntent ouiselyes irith stgting Dr. Von Ammon’s reasons for objecting 
:jppemtion upon ^is epagenital cataract. This is of fnorc importance, as 
opposit^ 4 wthp'advice of p^uytren, who hasrcco?.i[ncnde^hc 
san^Jl^egl^^t in when the w^e crystalline capsule is opti^tc. . 

surgeon appear to us perfectly satisfacioiy, 
ash^gyr^h are the n The ^ngemtai central cataract docs not cu- 

obstructs it; the patient is not blind, but 
short'jlprthA In time He beoomca. accustomed, to a more ^ute examination of 
obje^l^ and ^ near o^lea giina e tjdpxubly good gght, so tlut at lengUi tbc 
cenb^,eloit^en is mriMMarded. VU no one can answer. ^ ^e. success of an 
op^^on, undcjifQCfnPm^nstances it should not be done. the surgSfTn 

notydjth^rtdhy contndpdicatiaijs, to pcifrilj|^|» opcnition, 
pp[||MihW|y^^^er the eye, lonV accustom^^to the peculiar 
on jjl^axis this affection, will be brought to rclin 

iiif am m Pm-P - in th& negative, then not only VUl nothing 
■ -'raiij-r with tHe partially obscid|£anteric’'portion of the capsule, the 

its natural position, &c. 

eeding artjjpcHi'upon the raqcct of chronic Uveitiif, by' ju. Sime • 


Wa 
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ons of Ileppcnhclm, and describes with great minuteness the symptomi and 
mode of treatment. The diseasftoecurs most commonly in females Who ha)(e 
ceased to menstruate, or have ween previously much subject to rhetunatic, 
gouty, or syphilitic aflTections, though it is by no means confined to the seat* The 
treatment necessarily consists of topical or general blee^ng, according to cir^ 
cumstances, 4ind tl^e use of antiphlogistic reghnen throngho^^ ]Mv8. is dispos¬ 
ed to consider belm^onna as a medicament of inestimable value in pf 

the eye, and in connexion therewith he has someobsbrvatiohs upon 
existing between the iris^and retina, the bndn and gangfioidip, tyMeiSr'"'' * ' 
dcring too closely on the sublime to be veiy'-feitelligibley thoii^ we be 
means nothing more than tb give a better SOUndlng to that whicht 
mortals call • '• 

l)r. Simeoas also relates an instance luxation OT^eVeitebl*W,;v 
pecuirar interest; tho“paticnt fell from a tree top, about fer|y*j 
ground, and was taken up insensible. When he first saw hiitt i 
extended from the eighth dorsal vertebra to the loins, and con< 
fions of the bones. The patient had reeoybTed hiaieiM|t^ and df a 

weighty pain along tlie spine; he lay ih a Veiy e^dianSted fr^ 

qucntly fainted. Neither urine nor fseces had been discharged since hit fel( and 
from the place of the swelling downwards all sCilribility arid*<^\(^ bf*motion 
were lost. The accident occun^ on the 16th Match, 1827. ^^fhe4th pf 
when Dr. Simeons supposed this unfortunate patient to have been xuitn- 
hered among tltb dead, he was requeste&by the ‘magmtrate of the village to at¬ 
tend to him, as the surgeon under whoSe cate he had fie^ had oeased to pK- 
scribc. He founefthis object of oompasrion wasted, pale, andf^ii^bled-to an 
extreme degree. Severe ^ains in the loins, bell^, and oppor-extreofities de¬ 
prived him of rest and sle^p. From the crest oftjfeiBitoad u it liwa t tf a.ftwe Was 
not tiic slightest senribility to any sort of irritation, IKlr die feast pow^^^ mp< 
lion. The urine and faeces were passed uneoiucioU8)yf the mine patmOfy 
dropping, but the faeces were frequently retained fbr elght'^r ten da^f 1^' 
petite was almost entirely lost. On the left giutaeus, (the patient had.coii|ta^^ 
reclined on bis backtslightly turned to the left ride,) there' Was a rounded 
eight inches ih diameter, and three jn depth, wht^ from the putsefiuHfeidt 
*tlie muscles and tendons, caused an insupportable steiiC^.. A smriAafiadjdBdfe 
superficial destnictive ulcer wastfituated over the-feft fifecteiter. Astheowell- 
iiig over the spine was now diminished^ the vertehTW w<We hi a comfition tO.be 
examined, and the following observations werft dnkide. The elfcvCri^j^jMml 
vertebra was throwpi backwards about half an inch,^the twelfth abouf ji^ptartfr 
of ail inch, without any lateral displacement. Between the ^inoiu proeew 6f 
Ih^ast dorsal and^first lumbaf vertebra there was a apt^of an inch apd'#|ul^ 
and the first Iiimbldr vertebra was displaced half an iii[<A‘toWaildB tlm l^fij^e. 
'l*lie spines df the seedhd, third, and fourth lumbar vertebrae^ an 

j neb and a half backwards, forming a gradual ptt> |g^^ on, wluch g^radnaliy^rioped 
again to the level of the spine. No frqcture eb)|^^^di8Corered,by tile touch, 
but on moving the body a grating was perceptis^mepatiihitfi^ ho pain 
the examination. 

Nutwithf^anding this appai’ently h^|||e88 conditirng^jr. Simeons WeMitjCKr- 
nestlv w work, had his ])aticut kept as clean as posmJ^^hproved his di<ft, fihd 
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reg;ulAte<] bU buwcls as well as the nature of tltp case would admit. He causeil 
the extremities and course of the spine to be rubbed with most power¬ 

ful stimulants, and administered stimulants int^ally. Once he gave the patient 
a gmn of phosphorus in four scruples of naptha vltriolata, and produced such a 
dlschari^ of bloody urine, and such dreadful pain in the region of the bladder, 
as to convince him of ^ impropriety of this mechcinc. After thj|t, for a long 
time, he took twenty drops a mixture of oil of cloves with <hie drachm of nap- 
thj^^yftriol. ^e .^tient^ improved in appetite; his ulcers grcwjjcttcr, tlie 
one hfMdi^. and by the end of August was able to change his position 
by the aid^Of a cord from tho ceiling. By the *month of December he 
wj^ble to rit upon the sj^e of his bed with bis feetbpon the floor for an hour 
at a tim. The diseased on the buttocl^was diminished onc-half, though 
anottott||4^er ulcer ^ad t&en place over the right trochanter. Strength and 
di(;Cn|^Prm restored to a remarkable degree, and in tlff9^;oiidition file patient 
in. Jjuiuaiy, 1828, -with a fair prospect of still farther amendment. 

We pass by Dr. Von Walther*s reply to an attack made upon him by a writer 
in Vienna, be<nMiBe such .writings have no place in this jounul, and should not 
appear-at all* If a cmdid inqfurer after truth be assailed b)^the scurrilous cri- 
ticUnv^lf one ignorai^ of the subject on which he writes, and solely solicitous 
to giatify an envums or,malignant disposition, there is no reason why he should 
coiidjSSK^d.to noace such aggression; as all who arc qualified to judge of his 
do him justice; and as to those not competent to judge, their opi 
nidpib are Ibf no importance. « 

6r. Weber, of Bonn, has fhmisbed a Very good paper upon the most import¬ 
ant parts of the human eye, accompanied by an exepUent colbured plate of the 
parts, he most ddnut^y describes. This paper is a critical examination of the 
miniite anatoniy of the.ey^ in which Dr. Weber paiHii» in review tlie obsen^a* 
tions of Jftuysc!^ Soemioc^g, Jacobs, Meckel, Ecc. and indicates from his own 
anailj^fmn^ researches various errors which have passed into currency among 
ocid^ /'.The observations of Dr. Weber are very ci;|ditable to his talents, and 
he is practically acquaiq^ed with this very important subject, 
‘l^r-paper of professor Mayer, of Berlin, consisting of ojiservations and ex- 
pen^nts upon upas, with a renew of Dr. Horsfield’s remarks on the same sub- 
staciee,. is replete with interesting matter. * But from the little probability that 
readers will either Jimvean opportunity of yaking similai* experiments, or 
a di^orition to introduce tltis substance into practice, were it to be procured, 
we shall' not say more in relation to this memoir. In the succeeding number 
Dr. l^yer has some observations upon retroversion of the Womb, tlic cicatriza¬ 
tion of the womb after succeastiU Cxsarian section, a^d congenital dropsy of the 
ovariM. The cicatriz^^kp of the womb, he remarks, has rarely been examined 
after ^e Cxsarean sec^n had been successfully performed. ' He thereforc%- 
serS^ tite.comtition qf a preparation added to the anatomical cri>inet of Bonn, 
taken from the body of a wpman, who, eight years previous to her death, had 
successftilly endured the Ca^sawsn operation, by which the life of herself and 
been preserved. Wo opeiat^n was perfo^ed by Hofrath Vclten, 
in who furnished the histo^ of the ci e. The distance from the 

under symphiris pubis to th^^romontory of the sacrum was scarcely 

uve PrendA inches; fh^ patient was thirty-six years old. The abdou."'n wa^ 
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opened la tlie linca alba, and die incision through tlie womb extended five 
inches downwards. During the ^vision of its pariettls the womb did not"con> 
tract in tlic slightest degree, ^e infant, a stout boy, and the pbeenta were 
removed from the womb, without any remarkable hxmoiThageei»uing|?Verhaps 
not more tht^i a pound altogether. From the difficulty of lyingiug the now 
greatly relaxed abdominal parietes together, it Was neesMUy to resort to stitches, 
and this is said to have been the mostpamfOl i^art 't^ ffie opetation* jbe 
patient, when questioned after her recovety a» to her feelbi|{p duiffig 
ration, stated, that the sensation caused by the incision the 

rhe could only compare to what would be produced by drawbigaredhofiljp^ 

over the skin. She assured us that the indsion thiowh the WOmb it8e]|;i^riuot 
cause her tlie si ightest degree ofi pain. * In^e of*Ma^ three mont^ af¬ 
ter the operation, the wounds were entirely healed andwnOther en¬ 

joyed the best health/ 

Eight years after she died, and the uterus was examined by l^tafe^l^'^yer, 
who found it in the following conditlon^— 

The uterus had perfectly regained Sts uatural and coty^atenOe.'; The 
length of the won^, from the superior part of the ffindtiiiib theedge oj^ean- 
tcrior lip of the os uteri, was two inches. Seven lihes, (French,) long. - 'TKe di¬ 
ameter, from Uie insertion of one fidlopian tube to the otherjptie in^'', t^n lines. 
On the external surface of th^ anterior wall of the uterus, ^ plaeej(^ the. Sja- 
cision through it was indicated by a furrow about ohe-fourth of ah inbh lofig. 
The peritoncufh adliered firmly to the substance of.the womb at this polnt^ hhd 
covered the furrow above-mentioned. The edges 6f the wound through the 
uterus were extrem^ contracted and drawn Inwards; the cichtrix ozitho loner 
surface was two lines and a half long. It here proj^jbd into the ceHix utqri, 
and commenced by a depression a ^ine and a half broi^ The aiiteripr wall of 
the womb in tlic vicinity of the cicatrix was three lines* tbick^ the post^tjor op¬ 
posite thereto, four. The mouth of the uterus was'ttatural; but a 
fleshy polypus dcpciided^m the cervix. The ffiUopian tube and ova^.^ffie 
left side were natural; on the right side tliC tube and ovary were grukfl^^^ 
gether. Several cisatrices appeared on the ovaries. From the foregoing de¬ 
scription it appears that as no new formed mass occupied the place of.llie wc^pd 
*madc in the uterus by tlie Cxsarean section, but the edges were directiy Uij^d, 
tlic union took place either by the first intention* or the intermediate 8uba|ip'ce, 
if such had existed, was subsequently absorbed'* ‘ " 

Wc pass over along and weH written paper hy -tor. Fest, of PotedvOV-on 
fracture of the patojla; with a description of a new appatatus, &c. to soqie pa- 
]icrs by Dr, Camerer, of Langenau. The first of these is a case of dry gangrene* 
occurring in a patient sixty-five years old, which Was jmcceSifuUy treat^ by 
Pott's method^. It is true that spirits of camphor and various siiiul^ 
were administered, but the large doses of opium appear to have'b^^ the' im¬ 
mediate agent in effecting the cure. *Opium wu^lso exter^ly aJiplMtotiie 
gangrened extremity in form of linamcmt, and,'i^^r. Camercris opinion, ,witli 
much benefit, llis second paper is on tha treatmemOTpannus, especHdfy whenoc- 


• “Htini T-'’ i^cIniiUi in din i'l'-rn 
* .,chini \f cmpfinKlf a Iinhi'' 


n>\( die Venieb^l^iaX, tla» >»e daron n^t dsn 
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curring in scrofulous subjects. He bad a patient, ^ young man of seventeen years 
oldy 'tntx the whole of whose eye a dense mass of blood-vesseb were enlarged, 
ao as entirely to obstruct the sight, and even to prevent the eyelids from being* 
properifvlosed. ^ treatment consisted of free purging by means of calomel, 
jalap, &c> and tl^ application of leeches to the lid. When tlie inflammatory 
engorgement was reiUore^ .the cornea was found to be opaque; by pecse vering 
in application gf taitv’ftmetic and canthaiides salve behind the ears, keep- 

coniitant j ^ fa ^^targe» jhe ppad^ of the cornea entirely disappeared. 
Tli^ih!4atment-^s||pi^j^ in the fii^ part of July, and by the 10th of January, 
en|^g, the yjStpig jnan was perfectly well. The thiifl paper of Dr. Camerer, 
is ^'IkOQOUnt of a. Altai casg of spontaneous luxation of the cervical vertebrae. 
Thn^|lih^nt.was a womamof years old, ujh*) three months had experi- 
enc^^a^ sq^ere pain in the head,-and a stiffness of the neck, which, 

howd^/j^ not prevent her from attending to her uSwd occupations^ At 
lengthal^-applied to a;Sttrgepii, who iq)pUed Ipeches, bled her, and put a blis¬ 
ter to the^e^ku The piun continued to increase, daily, until it became so di'cad- 
ful that shfe screinned idond, on the ^ghtestmotion of the head. On the 2lBt' 
of Jul^ 1 ^ C..who pisscribed for her very jdidiciously, regai'J- 

ing the;^8<ue es aniSgous to^he inoxhus coxatius. But ftU treatment was in- 
eff^tu^ tfe pattot .grlt^^ grew worsCf suffering horrible pain, and at 
leng^)[^pcnM insensible, and e^ired. 

ocodpied the .space between the<first and second vertebrae, 
and the heck was bent.dowpwards to the left side. Throughoat the (hseasc 
the patient experienced an exceeding dilEculty of swallowing, which Dr. Ca¬ 
merer proper^ atiributea to tiie injury done to the glosso-pharyngeal nerve. 
This symptom bihaad uojlfhnrdy to accompany thisn^ but dreatlful affection, 
and according eg. h^chasft, {quoted by the writer,) wrote in 1747, and had 
witnessed such negse, ii^described by Hippocrates and Galen as indicative of 
the,4wgase. In CW ettg^ded by Mauchait, tiiis difficidty of deglutition 
was opy particularly. reBjwkable. ^ 

SchUttc, next, relates a oasg of i nfl a u g n ation of the caput gallinaglnis 
uTcthriti produced by riding on a badly constructed saddle The symptoms, 
to a gon^erable dtgtee, resembled Uiese pf gonorrhoea, except tifat the severe 
bundng pun was felt deep>m the perhueum, and produced great distress, the . 
inflammation exten^i^bot tilWneck of the bladdv and prostate gland, and of 
necesMty causing pain evacuation of the bowels, 8cc. The urine was of 


a brownish colour and'uticofnmoniy fetid, mixed with a thickish, pus-like mucus. 
A thick» tenuous slune^ mixed wHh blood* waa dischar^d in considerable 
quantity during the. night. Dr.-S. saw him a month after the disease began, 
and fbund him so mughpreduced that he ordered him a nourishing diet, Veni- 
vian^^wlCf and opiates night. For drink, barley-water, 8tc, T^e only m^i- 
cino Used4^^.iaunediate reference to the urinary orgafls was a^ decoction of 
the uva, Ul^. Extenudly, a decoction of oak bark, with a small quantity of 
brait^y*. applied by means of ifloths, cold 2 to the perinxum; warm applications 
made tlto^^nptoTDs wone. He recovered entirely in three or four months. 

.^■psurgeon relates a case of sispressio sen.mis resulting from inflam- 

deferent tu^K. This disease occurred in a labour- 
ift'g*inlra, who had worked in a marsh for two days, standing in water u^.'^o his 
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knees, with naked limbs. He was manied, and though he had proper erec¬ 
tions, and coition was followed hy th» usual pleasurable sensations^ no enusuon 
tdok place. On examination from the rectum, the prostate was found to be 
tumid, and the surrounding parts inflamed. He was treatedibr 1|iis inflamma¬ 
tion, kept upon a light diet, and requested to abstain from,aexq4 intercourse. 
Leeches wcr^^applied to the perinseum, and dtiine (nittniont, with sal 

ammoniac and extract of clcuta weioafrerwarda.nbbedlt^ott^ifte same pUctK 
In five weeks the prostate liad nearly regained ita natainl4tesi|^t: : 
charge followed connexiofi. Dr. Schiitte then ordered «n^(^ 
cnetic, which was persistid in for eleven days* This i mm ediately causedgttjii 
pain, and an excessive discharge of mucus^ On the igventb day of its ap^^ 
lion the ejaculation of semen in egitu was found W m .perfoetjy natural* ^!&n 
infusion of bitters, and a solution of sal -ammoniac wcre ^dnfidatiBr^' wit^e 
view of giving tone to ifte stomach and removing the of 

the prostate. The patient was entirely restored toihealUi. 

In the first number of Vol. XII. ^ere are many papers of mte)r»^8^ ol$uac- 
ter, particularly Dr, Grwfe’si%p(atofthepondi^n (tf1hesargicar|pd‘(^h1haI« 
nilc institution, an(fDr. Hopfe^f obiemtions on etthfpttlhip'ofthddviUi^ 

Dr. Wolff has a very good article on suppreaiioa^tBlne Ad punet^'i^-the 
bladder, which we mention cursorily! in order to^itprepsjmonip^fo^^ 
a considerable experience, and h carefol examinatibn e^ siiclf"op^nidh^;wd 
believe that the proper method of puncturing the bbfldA hnder almoitw '^^ 
cumstances, is by cutting down to the membranooe of the urethc^ nearly 

as in the operation for lithotomy, and opening the netm of the bladder. /This 
at once gives the burgeon the opportunity of pasaiog the catheter and-lrith- 
drawing the urine through the natural passage^ ah4;iLflfbrdfttheplitlentthe 
best chance of speedy recovery. It is true^ that it may be a Ifrtiie m^ punful 
to the patient, and demand rather more anatonucal kneifltidge of the pneti. 
tioncr; but he who professes to'be a surgeon, and b», not ^aAtomical Inflow- 
ledge cnougli to cut safely^own to the membranous of the urethra’end 
neck of the bladder, disgraces by hiadgnoranee the title he assumes. 

Dr. Lbwenhardt h^ Ammunicated a method of checking the profuse bleed¬ 
ing wMch fr^fuently ensues from leegh-biSsi, wluch is as rintple as it is success¬ 
ful. Itis with a fine needle and thread tadxMV theedges of the little urounda 
together; the thread being passe^ through thecud^ eifly, ^res no pain; Ad 
the bleeding is at once suppressed. A small quantity -of powdered alum drop- 
]icd on the surface of a leech-bite, will also Aecktbe bleeding veiy quick^, 
but it causes considfr^le smarting, which, in mny cases! it would he to 
.avoid. • . /» .A 

Wc have thus given our readers some idea of tbecon^ntsof Grefoand Wal- 
thciA Journal, bdt of necessity, the sketch is imperfect. A vait'a|noanlbf in¬ 
teresting mattA has no? been remarked, because not immeifiKt^liti^bU in 
'its bearing, though well worth perusing by those who have access td the origi¬ 
nal. Hereafter wc shall keep up a cuirent reporlOf the Isboura of our highly 
respected German colleagues, and slialltheiefore in future hare itin'our power 
to give more ample details from their wrings. 

r > j, D. 
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2. A PraeticfU Treatise on the or Adyinamic Fever. By Joun Bvkmk, 

M. D. Licentiate of tlie Royal College of Physicians, London, &c. &c. &c. 

London, 1838. pp. 248, 8to. 

Of the present book» the medical critics iirill form vety different, and many 
of them, opporite judgments. Hie Broussrian will find nothi^ support 
his views, and wQl^tliittelore throw aside the book as pertaining to the darker 

will be startled at some admixturipof modem 
heresy, whUi'l^^^plauda the divirions of. lever, and the general tenor of the 
bo6k| and the fwlo^ers of our Hhistrious Rush will look in vain for those luci- 
fefi^ terms, unl^ of fei^, excitabiUty, stimulus, &c.; but tlie true eclectic in 
medicine find in it much to evmmend; and, that unlike most other books, 
ite Ihult M bsevity. 

ai^or observes, ‘‘that all the notions which h;i^e*been set forth con¬ 
cerning fever appear to hxm prejudiced, or vague, and undefined, serving only 
to perplex and embarrass/*'‘ TUs is most certrinly true, and must continue to 
be so while medical writers indulge their imaginations rather than exercise thch* 
memo^'i^and tiius^ iafttead of pati^tly telling us how to cdle iute, cekriier, ct 
jueun^ u'cettain state of the i^ystem uith a certrin group of consequent symp- 
tQm8,ab^ von Into'wild theories concerning remote and proximate causes, bc- 
wild^^ OveA thi^ own Imag^tiona with a confusion of transitoiy spectres, 
wlui^ill’vanish in thelight of experience. All these inventions, guestt bene 
trotaiif tiijis author has fi)|r the most part avoided, and has endeavoured to give 
us a plain transcript of what he saw, and what may be seen by others, in the 
old-fiwhioned style and nuuuler. His book is evidently copied from nature. No 
man who has become acquainted with typhous fever can fail to recognise the 
disease in the p^s of Dr. Bume. Not only there^ve ought his history of this 
fever to be fidtldkUy studied and confided in, but his opinions on controversial 
prints ought to l3we a more than ordinary claim* bn our acquiescence. 

Ofit'author sets out.by adroeating the old divisioiwof fevers into typhons and 
infianmatoryf a division which the.writer of this ardcle has long considered as 
of the first importance? and one tiiat might have saved 4he lives of tbous^inds, 
bed it been duly studied before tiie pfevajence of typhus pneumhnoides in the 
Unitjed States. The Unitarian doctrine of fever is a mere bubble of the imagi^ 
nation that ou^t to be bldirii aside without further notice. It was the embryu 
production of a great mind that was unfortunately lost in combating the very 
disease that would certainly have taught him more correri views. Wc remem¬ 
ber with sorrow how much this doctrine of unity embarrassed our caiOy prac¬ 
tice, puticularly in the treatment of typhus pncumenoidcs; and how wc conti¬ 
nually struggled.with difficulties, until we escaped fh>m the trammels of educa¬ 
tion, end found iostruction in the school of Cullen. 

The rid word t^hus our author has thought proper \o abandon, because it 
has not been used in the same sense by ah writers since the days of Hippocrates, 
and.is therefore liable to misconception. Of the necessity or the utility of this 
chriige we a egby no means convinced, mil physicians, whei’ever I^nglish books 
.ire read, s^NIb to understand thovoughw what is me^nt by idiopathic typhus. It 
is truw.tli||iinany of them extend the tdvn to the dying stage of other fe 
veK-^soriso may they abuse any substituted word. Nor is the which 
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Dr. B. has brought forward cnticcly free from tlte very objections which he al¬ 
leges against typhus. Adynamic is by no means new, but on the contrary, has 
bten applied extensively, and to fevers, too, which are not typjious. We arc 
not among those who fancy that names are of no importance—nay, we should 
be rejoiced to see the old ones remain umBsturbed till some can be invented 
that are indisputably better, and at least free- ftbm all tb^ objections that lie 
agvnst the first. 1 smoke or smoulder/ is highly ehMcteiistic of tld| 
ver, and scams to distinguish it at once from the open blaim^'Of 
uSuvdfJtiti merely expresses & waqt of power which is too eommiM ^ n Sf ai^- ifirii pty 
othor diseases. If, therefore, we look to.-tbfr etymology of thb words, we should 
decidedly prefer the first. ^ 

The author’s title, adynamic fetter, is intended to indude the putnd ma¬ 
lignant fevers of Sydenham, tlie slow nervous fever of Hudiaxn, (certainly his 
putrid malignant fever dso,) the nervous fever of emrnnon laitgOtge/^&e tyn'o- 
chiis, the typhus mitior and gravior d* Cullen, the jail and hb^m!^veV, the 
JitvTM cssentieUea of tlie French, the epidemic of ttfle Irish writdV the conta- 
^^ous of Bateman, the typhus of-Dr* Armstrong, and the proper, j^pathic, or 
essential fever of Elf. Clutterbuc^’* This-is precasetyaaitahould be-^ll^con- 
fines tlie term within its proper bounds* bi brief, hC 'means to den^^ttile'the 
typhus pctechialis of Cullen in its two varieties, gfavwr and .This sub¬ 

division, hoA'cver, he abandons, and describes the i^ease' under J%H(r dejgrees 
of violence in a very lupid and intelligible manner. Dr. Armstrong’s fiundui di¬ 
vision, which has made so much noise in the worlds haa been so extensively 

ap])licd to other diseases, be does not notice. To frtis inde^ there are so many 
weighty objections^ tliat we are glad to find this jijgfaly practical wi^^, and 
f.iitliful delineator of nature, has abandoned them, 

In his etiology the author brings forth nothing new. ' He supposes that the 
fever results from a certain debilitating inguination of the Mopd, which is de- 
I ired from the breathing of aniimpure atmosphere. 

In his pathology be is a%advocate for the old doctrine of idiopathic fever, 
and firmly bcdlcves that the disease has no )ocal seat or punctum salicns; and, 
as he has endeavourctl to establish his opinions by post obit examinations, he of 
course has a fidr claim upon our atten^on and credulity. He has, however, by 
HQ means exliausted the subject, or made aa extenaiye an argument as could be 
desired. This is one of the most iinportant points iH modem pathology, and the 
reader will be disappointed in finding that an author, so liberally endowed with 
the ncccssaiy abilities, and favoured with so many opportunities, has not pressed 
the argument with greater vehemence. 

In the treatment of the disease Ve are grieved to find there is nothing new, 
nothing specific. However judidously he uses the old apparatits» he has added 
nutiung to it; so that we are left to go on in the old way of bleeding purgli^, 
puking, with a copious fist of stimulants, a class ofmedicines that air^ dangerous 
in Anost any hands. Dr. B. is not advocate for those copious hidings 
which have lately been tried in the Brituh metropolis, and yet he would appear 
tu use the lancet with far more freedonnthan most other writers. He probably 
goes in llie middle u^ay^ tlie safest pathjM doubt; for, if wc are not greatly mis¬ 
taken, the patient’s life in this momentous disease will very often depend on 
ilu* proper or improper Ins’? f»f even five or six ounces, and also on fltelfflffh * 
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point of taking this by venesection, capping, or arteriotomy. It is really the 
Scylla and Chaiybdis of me(£cine vlieM many intelligent pilots are wrecked. It 
is a subject which requires the most sedulous study of every man who is about 
to encounter this dangerous vp 3 rage. 

On contemplating ^e itmi tummhh of the author’s treatment, we are dis¬ 
posed to indulge tw moat mehofchofy reflections on the progreyts of medicine 
ai^Klat^S^to ty^lh^ fever. tH the immense experience which the last 
^ England and Ireland, the methods of «cure of the 

^ 'eiiuneiit]||Bi(bians are very contradictory^ anJ^some of them irreconcila- 
bh^ '. It was bd^a few years ago that an niustrious author brought forward cold 
bailing as Ml almost sovereign specific for typhous excitement; indeed so sue- 
cessfel w^'Or. ^urrie that btodly any tiiing«else was needed—nothing, unless 
steAs^eopbotics, wine, and gruel. Here was no gastro-meningitis, for who 
of this-disease, or any thing amilsr, being Sured by a few buckets 
of water and a gallon of udtie^ But Or.' Currie was not mistaken in this mat¬ 
ter, he was too much emplbyed in this disease to be so egregiously deceived. 
Oh the Other .hand tile *ph 3 r 8 iologc:d physicians'^would persuade us that tlic 
whpttt.'l^sease U ayitij^tomatidef a gastro-meningtis; and tlat some leeches tu 
tfawbiM.or stomach will'^i^eath this, and leave the system to recover with 
ve^^l^^iElirthe^ asslstu Dr. Armstrong, an illustrious name in me- 

diii^£)i|lid\'that the" v^oua utility of bleeding, calomel, and warm batliing, arc 
necessary to engble^him to cope wito the most vehement cases. The 
pliictice of Dr. Bume is tiiat^friie true eclectic; he takes a dttle from every 
systen^ and thereibre n^ikes up'almost as many routines of cure as there ai’c 
cases to he treated: IW we believe is the true method in*the present state of 
science, thoughj^must be confessed tflat it is iiifinHely diflicult and often dan¬ 
gerous in th^ e^eution.' There is notidng^Vertain, nothing specific; the phy- 

of wittching the disease-with incessant core, and of 
accphimodating ffis preseriptions at all times to tlto ever various states of the 
syito^, a perilous labour, add one which will too often foil the best informed 
practitioner, till he become fehl^ilWtrueted in the school of experience. In all 
other fevers, if lerions be prevented or remediech the disease will run its course 
with safety in go^ constitutionsr but in ^is tiiere is something^ mort^, which 
has'tous fer eluded the cOUectire petspicaei^ of the medical world. * 

In many parts of the woA there are new and useful observations which arc 
too numerous to come within the compass of the present notice, particularly on 
the pulse, the state of the blood, suppresrion of urine with consequent effusion 
in the brain, andmuch more, for which we must refer to the book itself. 

lyhile w^^ give the author, as we believe,'liis jest meed of praise, it is not 
presumed that he' has no>Anits. For these, however, we have not sought, nor 
do,they x>ropei^ come ‘within the tenor of this notice. We should have been 
l^ad to fini^ soifes ebKvcning quotations from standard books, with all the com- 
XDQf^^'Jhind 'whid} results fiom collision of opinions. To sit down witif an 
woe brings no one into notice but himself, is like spending an evening 
w^as^i^ stranger, instead of CMoying the sparkling collision of a full 



acquaintinces and fiienA. 
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S. J. 



UihliograpMcal Noiite^. 


425 


l\unmctwm of the Med iahf^iirurgiaxi. Society of Edinburgh^ Vol, IIL Pott /. 

Edinburgh, 1828. pp. 316, plates 4. 

A number uf tlic practitioners and teachers of medicine in ESxUblllgti* sensi¬ 
ble of the advantages which may result &om associations of men, in¬ 

tended f(jr th^ communication offsets, and the'interchange of o|Mon^ on pro¬ 
fessional subjects, and for the coUectxoi]^4iad piublication‘^impera^ 
observatioas so frequently made by gentH^eq whole - 

them to undertake separafe publications, insti^ed'oh the 
.1 .society similar to those which haves'bOnftrred so .’ttuch-on n 
science in London and Dublm, As part oftheir p]sha*tliiasd<ci^ has selected 
and publishcd^lie most interestiiig of the canaimtnt*ationt pMen^ to them; 
under Ibe title which stands at the head of this artielee^.n^cflfyi^ 
given to the public tw(f volumes and tbe first part4>f tiie 

luinn contains twenty-six, and tl^seeond twen^-sOVenmernWh^tE^^orwI^h 
are cxlrcmcly interesting, and many of them have been ahcady|(Qt^ced in this 
journal. . - - f.,:' 

I'hc first part uf^lic thinl volume contiuns eif^teisn-Atmntuircaticli^^ 
initi.al article is entitled **ObseHations on Hospihd^Gattgf^e, 
the Disease chiefiy as it appeared in the British^Anpyi dfiring the,ih|^‘'^'^!ttjin 
llie Peninsula,’’ and is by J. Bog^e, M. D. surgeon '.td.'^e 
ease is deeply interesting to the military surgeon especnwy,, as it pre^!K^&m||s 
most aggravated forms, nnd produces tlie moft d^jdnible consequenCMin mi- 
litaiy and naval hospitals and in ships of war, sometime proving moK fittal in 
proportion to tlie ifumbcrs affected by it, thaaany other disease;. Dr. de¬ 

scribes two forms of hospital gangrene,-the fiiet he denomihateApontagtoas gw- 
grenc, the second pkag^cniegutgrenosa. **Whejrn‘woundb(,ti^)E;’*he8ay8, 

** is allcctcd with conta^ous gangre(ie,^it becomes pair&l.Jlhd'WoUen, loses 
its iicaltliy florid appearance,:ahd the granulation^^ which small 
tiiict, bccutne flabby, and#ppear sametimes as if they wei^ distended 
at other times, vesicles containing a wateF|^^oa|ed fluid, or bloody serahi, 
have been observed, 2md tlie sensation in has been described u k- 

sembling tlie swinging of a gnat. The^seoretion of pus is suspended; the Vound 
» tlry and covered with a tenacious^ viscith ash<oloured matter, which adbeli^ 
firmly to the surface. When thi%morbid state baft.d^8ti^ for some time, 
i'hargc takes place uf a thin ichoroua matter, of a very ]^culiar smell; the pain 
increases, the edges of the wound are reverted, and in gen'eral assume a eircu.- 
lur form; an erysipelatous redness surrounds the wound, and sometimes extends 
to a great distance, even ov^r a whole limb; the ne^hbouringbgjb^s,. ai thMe 
of the axilla or groin, swell, inflame, and sometimef^ symp- 

tnmf become apparent: the pulse it accelerated, full, and stroBj^ the hel^of 
the surface is much increased; the patient compluns q€ naoiei^|^|^>^aft;'the 
tongue is covered with a whitish or brswn crust, and the bo^eb 
constipated. The inflammation goes on increasing, the thifi ichor.^l^^dM to 
be (lischargedTin gft^eat quantity, and a thick slough, apparently of oosgtilabb 
lymph, covers the whole surface of the vound; the fetor becomes‘bl^olenMe, 
and the pain^qiiitc insupportable. In tb^ast stage, there is in genend an oqjtihg 
•>f blood from the surface of the wound, and not unfrequently distinct h 
\o. VI.—Kel). IH^9. 54 
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rhag^, from the corrosion or destruction of tJie Jy^cr blood-vessels. Sphacelus 
Ukeff place to a |p*eatcr or less extent; the strength of the patient fails; the pulse 
sinks; his counteunce becomes collapsed and altered; the skin is bedewed with* 
a clsQmjF sweatn^ a diarrhoea with hiccup coming on, the scene very soon 


terminates/^ 

Though this is the inostcommonibrm of the disease. Dr. B. is pe^uaded that 
seMTOwtea bospitei mmgreae is not always of so phlogistic a 
^ more i^SbtS^hoid type; and it is of the utmost cou- 

t^^jflP^w-attmd to1iMa.distinction, as it will be found, that what 
ntlTjHq^, irnirdy in the dgse ease* might, ifVarried to any extent, l)c 
veiyperhi<ufm*.m.^e otl^. 

fbmrin lyhirh tjgnpkil gaogreup u^hdly manifests itself is more 
of IL ^^nmljB natuxC; agpearingSen seldom in a recent wound. Most of the cases 
w'tUiml have seren of it have been in thoseof some standing, and in patients wlio 



had.hQeh long in hospital, many of whom ha4|||]ficred attacks of hospital gan- 
grepe. in the more acute form; after recoveri'ngf^m which, and whcii the wound 
was to lUlappearonte,doing well, tlic granulations healthy, secreting good pus,* 
and so^limes even ndlnrly ciQ^|^zcd• a small dark-colourcd%put or ulceration 
hiw a^ejttiiBidi'most commonly on.the edge ofthe*8ore, varying in its dimensions 
fropi;i|po of.a miUetseed todiat of a split pea. 

was in general of a circular form, its edges ragged, 
i^,h^t|ttn^i^ecplal and axcavuted, and secreting a matter of a very peniliar 
TJm^timis of the spmo not unfrequcntly appeared in otlicr points, 
which, spreading in all directions, united, and soon extended over a great part 
of the voundeck surface*' At times, this ulceration Has been known to go on, 
and to caO^YOty oonsideTable destruction .of parts, without the system appear- 
ing to atTected-by it; but most^&equently after it had spread to a cer 

tain d^otingconstitutional irntation became apparent; tiicse 

werh'mU^a and Ihss of appetite, thirst, foul tongUe, restlessness, a sinall and 
qui^,-jm1se, and hei^ of skin. After the febrile aynmtoms had appeui'cil, the 
progress of the ulceration was mt^tri^id, and very often extended beyond the 
limits of tile orifpnal som; the became bloody, arid the fetor, peculiar 

to tbiSiUdbction more oftensiYe, ''^hncelus in,many instances too^ |klace, and 
some time before death'thp same t^n of s^^nptoms occurred, already described , 
ns takSfig place in the last aMkge of the more ac^te form of the disease. This U 
the depascent, or phagedenic form of hospital gangrene, or what may be called 
phageda?na, gangneno;^ ” 

Tlie duration of the disease varies; it may continue for tVeiity days or even 
longer* or ip^ Annulate as early as the third day, iq recovery or dcatli. Pa¬ 
tients srodiahle to ^quent relapses. 

From sll-the .phenomena of the disease, Dr. B. tliinks that we are warranftd 
in.^^eon^ering-llOSpitiil gangrene, more especially tliat form of it named con- 
^jpn^nc, fo be a peculiar inflamipatoty action attacking wounded sur- 
fap'if^i^^sryibg In its character according to tlkC constitution of the patient, tyi)c 
of th^:accopipanying fever, and otlier ci^umstances; nearly allied to crysipeUe!, 
iff indoe^. it be not a modification of tbs disease, ai.! depending on a diversity 
of cai|j|e8, SB I shall endeavour to makCAparent.” 

• TSiniiisnses which induce this affection have never been very satisfactorily 
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explained. Dr. IS. attnbutes it to the following:—^Particular states of the atmo¬ 
sphere, inattention to cleanliness, acrid or Snitating appUcations, stimulating 
food, intemperance in the use of wine and spirituous liquo^ .motion, tv me* 
chanical irritation, and specific contagion; and undur each tv^lRse 
cites many facts in support of lus opinion. If ,these views of the caU 0 M;pf Ivoft- 
pital gangrene be correct, they ^ow that ordhauy means winch been 
employed for the prevention of this dis^sue, sueh as ventih^oi^,sd}«Miah.fii> 
migatlon, er breal^g up the establishm^ wtiere k 
avail so long as the true oiuses of.the divease are oveif^ ^ 

that for the prevention of ^is afFectknaiaf^ recent wmnd, ^ 
be held in view is to avoid all sources of kxitationjf |i»d f^all mcMih'In* efor 
power to keep down inflammatien. ftom Ite p^m gntofyee^vihjgtfatfidjnay, 
a moderately antiphlo^stic regimewsbould be pTeserib«i^dw%i|l^ J^ptCC^ 
the discharges from it Amoved by cueful ablution, end rest ei$li|mid. ^ H. 
recommends that no bandages be applied in the firet insttfUB^ ge^-4feot 
wounds. 

‘ Ill the treatment of this disease, if the constitution be. much alfeete^gc^^SKd 
remedies will be required; *‘if, pn the contrary/’the afrectie&.a{!»p4!piE^^ he 
entirely local, the cure may be trusted to toj^e^ appHcations; 
cases, both the one and the other will be fdund'to be nedessary. ,the 

utmost consequence, also, to attend to tiie type of • accompim^ 
and to asccrtiun whether the gangrene is suD{de, or eodftpUoatcd 
disease, such ab scur^, or bilious fever, in whlf^-Case its choracter wlll DC Ifsh* 
dificd, and the corresponding treatment most lUso be dklerent.*’ 

Dr. B. confines^himself to tlie simple forin of the diseaser Cbe tr^tihuit of 
whicli may be divided into general local. When ^anglehe o^urs 

in a recent wound, and in young healthy men, or in inen o^/the li^d^e pe¬ 
riod of life, who are most fi^uently the subjects of it/tbp ^DCdii^a)[^hw-fever 
is, :iccording to our author,.alinost always inflainniatory, aimtiloodle^lim'g ^ill 
be required, proportioned to the violence of the iDfiammatibn, and thh'agpand 
strength of the patient. In men, bowevmj||^''.;a- less rubUBt constitutioh^' who 
may Uavp lingered Ipng in hospital, or su^isril.mttch from iU health, blobd-let- 
ling is altogether inadmissible, or slyiuld bC used very sparingly. As an auxi- 
•liaiy to general bleeding. Dr. Trotter has proposed loc^ detraction, and Dr. 
1). though he has not employed/t himself, thinks there is no objection to4t* 
Cathartics Dr. B. considers as ^ (he remedies, next to blood-letting, tho'best 
calculated fur lessening arterial action in inflammatory diseases: and the use of 
them was indicated if! cases where that remedy was inadmissible, or at least not . 
so miicli required. Tlies^ cases were of a doubtful -nature, whero general 
fl:imn]atory action existed to a certain degree, but where, from con¬ 

finement of the patient, or bis previous state of ill health* vencsectiolicould not 
with safety be employed, or where the fever was evidently typ)ttud, Among 
'the poor iff civil hospitals, piugativcisnedicincs will be found, in tUs^ease, I 
suspect, unless in very cxlraordinoiy cases, to be the most useful^' Ihoded the 
safest evacudnts.*’ 

Kmctics have been highly extolled, jttd Dr. B. has often seen them uBCd,and 
sometimes with advantage; but he c^siders tlicm as inferior to catt^iMtics. 
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The cases to which liiey are chiefly appiicabJe, are those where the stomach 
is loaded, and where the fever appears to be of a bilious character.” 

Qark in the commencement of this disease, is entirely useless; but iii tlie 
more advanced stages, when the inflammatiun has abated, it may be given as a 
useful remedy, either alone or in conjunction with the mineral acids. 

The cold affusion has been recommended, but never tried in t}i\,s,dlscase. Dr. 
B. ^ould expect agreeable results from sponging the body with tepid water, 
violent jMj^ivhich always in the commencement of this disease, 
to CsJj Ctse of opiumi, but as long as thb fever and influrnmation 

it yjfj^ptod only, both by ilp direct stimulating properties, and by de- 
rani^g'thtt fhnctibns of^e stomach and chylopoietic viscera, to aggravate tlie 
symptoms.the more advanced stages, hpwever, when the inflammatory 
symptoms, have sdbsU^d, should the patient complain of restlessness, it may be 
allon^d, and then 1 have uo doubt but that it will be fbilnd bcncflciol.*’ 
Camphor, Dr. B. tlunks, may perhaps be used where opium would be im- 
proper^ but he has no idea of its possessing any specific powers in hospital gan¬ 
grene, and it appears to him to be applicable chiefly in the low state of the dis¬ 
ease, which sometimes succeeds to great vascular action, or ^bcTe the fever is 
evidentijrtyphoid. In such ciuie^ he has occasionally used it with good ( fleet. 

^ V w is observed by Dr. Thomson, in the early stage of hos- 

is liable to still stronger objections than opium, for it udd.s to 
the'^ol^Ce of the feve^. without having, like opium, a tendency to sooth or 
diminiA the local pain.” But in the advanced stages, in poor, Md, infirm peo¬ 
ple, or where tlie patients have liiigercd long in hospitals; and their licallh has 
been broken by previous disease, or where the fever is evidefl’tly from tlie first 
of a typhoid'character, it will be veiy beneficial. 

** in'^e first instance, should be very light, consisting chiefly of 

farinaceout aaattm indeed I ought rather to say, that an almost total abstinence 
shoidd eujcio^i'.but when .the febrile symptoms abate, it may be made more 
nouri^ling. The (binks should be of die weakest kint^ such as tea, watcrgruel, 
and lemonade. Bipe fhuts, sutdvjn^j^rages, may be freely used; and from the 
first; the regimen ^together ought^^e strictly antiphlogi^c.” 

A great variety of topical applicti^ons have been recommended* ip this dis¬ 
ease. When the inflamma^on continues ^violent, cold applications, such as • 
water alone, rendered colder artificially, and solutions of sugar of lead, arc wlial 
Dr. B. prefers. To obtain aU the advantage from the sedative effect of cold, 
cloths dipped in tlie liquid should be applied to the part, and kept constantly 
moist. «> 

'•jlcultices of ^ kinds Dr* B* considers as objectionfhle. 

“ When the inflammation abates, the sloughs separate, healthy pus is secret¬ 
ed, and florid granulationa springup: when this is the case, the wound sliouM te 
dresMd rimply with dry lint, over which a pledget of em»Uicnt ointment ought 
to be appUed, and the whole supported b^a good compress and roller. Should 
the sloughs ctmtinue to adhere after the inflammation has abated, some stimu¬ 
lating application, such as a mixture of resinous ointment, and oil onurpcntiiie, 
known by the^jgpie of warm dressing, mky be made .0 the wound, or an oint¬ 
ment of unguent, resinosum and oxyd. hydrarg. nibrum. the pro 
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portion of gi. of the latter to 5 i<'of the former. On such occauons 1 have also 
found the diluted nitric or muriatic acids, or the citric and acetic acidi^ good 
applications: in the same cases a solution of argentum nitratum will be found 
very useful. It is in this stage of the inftammatoiy gangrene, that warm fomenta> 
tions and poultices may occasionally be employed with advantage, and that the 
strongcT cscborotics, such as the concentrate mineral acids, ctfuaUc alkalis, ar^ 
senical solution, or tile actual cautery, may be used most facceBBfoUly^ bui lt, is 
not improbable, that escharotics, appUed'|ta vety esilyJ^iMod, wl^U,th^i|Ql^- 
bid action is just commencing, may somet^e^ patticulmy iiv bkl wOuiti^ 
rest at once progress of the ^sease;' A more genflMfus diet may new .'be 
allowed, and even a small quantity of wine. ' Butalfo^Qh’the paUenttuUF ar¬ 
rived at the stage of convalescenoe, and mayobe oomidered y X can af¬ 
firm, from extensive cxjiericnce on this point, that if he'faBgiidty<tf-uiy excess,* 
n^rc Especially in drinking, of u^g exercise, of not attending ’ pfoper 
dressing of tlic wound, or neglecting foe state of foe digestive org^^ he Is 
almost certain of suffering a relapse, when the same train of symptoms will-hp 
renewed, and the danger of the patient will be infinitely" greater, aod^toac^ 
in proportion to the state of debUity to which'he is reduced. '-u 

** Those who are entrusted with the charge of patients in fois*'i&'^f' c^umot 
be too attentive to the proper dressing of foeirwounds; The new^k^IlQU]^ 
c ontinue long very weak, and cxtribiely liable to foil into disease^mi^lihlr dig¬ 
ger of this will be in propordon to the extent offoe wtewed smfoce..'Nothing 
favours this diseased^ction more than inattention to foe cleanUness of foe 
wound, and the want of due support foom proper bandag^g. When the dis¬ 
charge is long confined, it becomes acrid and even poisonous, and this 
cause, more tlian any others I conceive, that that form dl^-tbe diaei^ named 
phagedxna, most frequently arises. If the discharge continue, very abundant, 

» tile dressings should be frequently renewed, and some asfrinj^fot lQtioOiSUch as 
u weak solution of acetaf plumbl or sulphas zinci used at each dreCsingi ,aftcr 
which powder of Peruvian bark may be applied to foe wound as an absorbent. 
In this case also, it may be taken internally^* With very good effect. . Should 
phagedxna supcrvci^, which may be knownjhy foe appearance of a small dark 
spot or ulceration, escharotics shouh^ immediately be applied. 

• ^*Thls form of the disease, in foe first instance, b purely local, and wc are 
almost sure of putting a stop to progress, by local remedies alone. Those 
which I have been chiefiy in the habit of using are, argentum nitratum and 
oxyd. hydrai'g. rubr.; but the undiluted sulphuric, nitric, and muriatic acids, 
and the caustic alkalies, have also been often employed with foe same intention^ 
**Aii incipient phagcdxnii may be often rcmoved'by one application of mV" 
precipitate, but if the ulceration has made much progress, or has penetrated 
clee^ into the soft parts, several applications may be necessary, as the eschar 
only penetrates to a certun dcptli.’* In the same cases foe, solution of arsenic 
''jiiay be employed. Mr. Blackaddcr m of opinion, ^hat hospital gangrene, un¬ 
der any form, may be speedily and certainly cured by the arsenicalrsolurion. 

Dr. B. thiifks Oiat in cases which have resisted other means, we should not 
besitate to employ the actual cautery. ^ 

With regard to amputation, which it Iptsbcen said, may be performed with sue- 
ocas, even when the gangrene is extending, Dr. B. is of opinion, that wlirtt^thc * 
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tUiease is entii^ly local, without the constitution bcin^p mucli alTectcd, the opera¬ 
tion may be performed, and without any risk of the disease returning*, or a^cct- 
ingihe stomp} but in contagious gangrene, in which tliere is always inflamma¬ 
tion t* a greater or less degree with fever, he considers such practice extreme¬ 
ly dangerous^ a^id contrary to all tike rules which have ever been laid down on 
this sdbjecti Ittie <^erat^, he tidnka, should never be tliougbt of, until the 
fbvar andInflainn^^ abate, and then, in all probability, the progress of tlic 

> ‘TOcau laa‘ fc fik }a@ ^.gangrend<wmtdica^ with p violent remittent fever, 
libethe yetti#'^^etiiittoken ofb;f Dr. Hennen, and also seen by Dr. Boggle, 
wfaiok'iw^;be mistak^Wor hoifittal gangrene, but which is said to be very dif- 
feieab to be lyiftptoftatic of e o Mc titut iOnal derangement, and has 

ptos g a d Ibibt ju imibu cases met widi by Dr. G. 

inteieatiqg tnemoir is concluded with m tabulsr view of the mortality m 
the Coiddleria Hospital, where the ho^Hal gai^frene prevailed, showing the 
f^prease of mortafi^ on the introduction of an antiphlogistic treatment. 

' TheaObond article la an account of a remarkable case gf crural hernia, by 
Gaoige BaUingall, M. D., tb' S. E. &c. 

The ttuitd^aiemeir Is on the naftanl or spontaneous cure of syphilis, and is liy 
il. D; of Hull. object the author is to show that syphilis 
miqr'Mbar^^ontaaeeudiy, and that it maySe crflen cured by antiphlogistics; 
tWo fketa we believe are A0w']trd^ beyond caril or dispute. 

'▲ ease in which a polypus of great size was- removed from {lie roet of the 
tongue by ligature, by Illdtiard' Huie, M. D. &0. and which constitutes the 
fourth aittcle, we have transferred to our padscopc. 

An. acce^ 6£ viscera of the oommon sword-fish, fXiphias ghiditis^ 
Unn.yhijir Bflbert'E. Grants* HL D., F. R. 6. £, follows, this not being particu¬ 
larly na ne physicians, we pass over. 

Tbe^||(^ta^w<m^U an iccount of the epidemic erysipelas which appeared in 
Montrose and the mtig^otithood ip IfiSS, by W. Gibson, M. U. In the montiL 
of February, 1832, Dr. GibMBIlcai^l^kt’Arbroath several cases of er}'sipclas, the 
^peanuice and history of ^riiith^M^hiced him that the disease, as it tlien pre¬ 
vailed, was of a cont^pous nature^ ibid shortly afterwards instances of the dis¬ 


ease became so frequent in Montrose ahd tbe neighbourhood, and were mark¬ 
ed by such peculiar oireuniatances as to leave po doubt on the minds of the me¬ 
dical men that it was prevailing in this latter situation also epidemically, and it 
continued to do so for about four yeara. It'difiercd, according to Dr. Gibson, 
,fTom the sporadic eo^pelag as observed in former times, in t]be greater severity 
oPtfie symptoms, and He geiater fatality, differences^ wluch can, however, hard¬ 
ly be conudered as spe^e. **The disease was not so much confined to liic 
head or face, as eommou erysipelas, but it frequently attacked other parts of 
the surface of the bo^. Sometimes the internal fouces^Were attacked, and If 
it wpMd to the trachea, it generally proved fatal. It spread more* rapidly and 
much more eactensively. It was followed, in almost every case, by extensive 
ditfUse simpurations in Uic cellular substiuicc—particularly when' other parts 
than tb^'lRad were attacked, and sometimes by sloughing of the parts affected. 
It supervened on wounds, pat^icidarly if they were situated on the 

iicaR^TK face, sometimes on ulcci*s. Occuslunully, the disease seemed to be con* 


I 
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iincd to the cellular mcmbranej as extensive suppurations would occur with 
little or no apparent disease of the sluni and even without any redness/’ 

'^'lie next ailiclc is a case of congenital disease or malformation of the thigh- 
hone, illustrating the interstitial absorption of the cervix feraori^> by BtA^ert 
Knox, M. D. &c. It occurred in a child t^,years old, who diedttfnhDger* 
ing and obscu;;^ disease. On cutting into the Idp jooii^ all its parts wenibund 
sound; the acetabulum not changed lafiffm,. inflamed, oi^iaany 
and tlic head of the femur also in a perfyoOyMli^ 
of the bone might be saidHo have disi^peaBed; Thn ■ ippisMe J 

mu;:h longer than usual, aifil more parflenhw^ thb hogesy^^biQchan^ th^b^< 
of the bone, in consequence of the disappearange^ tftiiglfleai^.-jbad beOoinc^ tb 
use the language of botanists, ses9^> it had descended tifr tro¬ 

chanter, and indeed bore the strongest miniature reBemhhgi6ef|d;'lfton sp^- 
ni<c)s of diseased femur, ^hich, irom the days of I'rioen# to. flhie, 

have been imposed on the profesuon as specimens of bony .\l|d^fl^lMrh^^Vae*• 
lure of tJie cm»ia: femoria.** » ^ 

.I'he cightli article is on tlie sudden spontaneous obstmcl^on of tlii^ oF 

the larger arteries of the body, with some observAlbms on tlte^rocel^el^plby- 
cd by nature to prevent or arrest hsmonrhage ^m. lacerated by 

John W. Turner, Professor Surgery Uoyal G^dlege-.of 

ft has been sometimes observed tliat the ^(Mae has suddenly and permtflbht^ 
erased in one part of the body; and in some ^hses of tois^hind, on examnatitm' 
after death, it ]u.j been found that an obliteration of. the tohe of the arteiy had 
taken place. Of this morbid affection which appears to have escaped notice 
lill lately, IVIr. Turribr has g^ven a veiy interesting.f account, and related many 
cases which have fallen under his own ohseiration, or which have been observ¬ 
ed by others. The first case is related very minutely, and ^we an 

early opportunity of laying it before our readers. Hr. TunaenMtotS^e ex¬ 
planation suggested by Dr. Thompson, that the ob^ittcdon/tn* wmse ewS' is 
** produced in tlic same mt^ner as hxmoirhage is sometimcB. prevented in arte¬ 
ries which have been torn across, and, as^h0;jy^cve4* obstruction of the arte¬ 
ries liad been uccasio;{ed, in some cases iff wounds which he had ob¬ 

served, where die ball had passed clo^ to ^%'tiwikof an artery witliout^vid- 
lag it; viz. by the laceration of the internal coats of the vessel, and the projec- 
liuTi of their edges and flaps into i^ tube, by which an obstruction is immedi¬ 
ately produced to the passage of blood, the detilned portion of this fluid 
coagulates, and aflcrwards the vessel is obliterated by the adhesive inflamma- 
lion excited in the site bfthe lacerations.” The rupture of the intern^ coatsff 
an artery is not, however, alyrays followed by the obHh^tion of the vctael^^' 
perhaps more frequently gives rise to aneurism. • 'V<'> 

Airies are not always obstructed or obliterated by the cause alnady no¬ 
ticed; it Is sometimes produced by the pressure of tumours, the spontaneous 
cure of aneurisms, thickening of the internal coat of tlie artery, &e« 

Art IX. is a of anexmsm of the aorta, with disease of the f^nal cord, 
by Thomas Mclison, M. D. &c. 

Art* X. is a case of strangulated umbilical hernia, by James Simson, M. D. 
&c. the mostjntcrcsting fact relating lo^which is that it was operated on airitii 
success. ** ' 



t 


'J3a ' Bihltographicai Notice.^. 

Art. XI. is on a remarkable alteration in the«structurc of the patella, ]>rodur^ 
ed apparently by the presence of a loose cartilag^e within the cavity of the 
knee*joint, by Robert Knox, M. D. &c. This occurred in a female about thirfy 
years of age. .There was found developed, apparently, in the tendon of tlie' 
extensor, and surmounting the upper margin of tlie patella, an additional bone 
as if. 1 ^second‘pfttelbu “The remaining portions are three; ^rlargc central 
p^^ohj corresponding to the regular patella, whose inner or articular surface 

SS^ change as that siuface of the femur on which 
itittust chii^jli^Splayed, namely, the outer condole: and on the margins of 
tJjds'pateHa^^dx,'^ tiie internal and inferior, but, at same time, somewhat 
e^etnid mitgiiis, there two%dditional portions of bone, of considerable mag* 
nitudi^<M)^ltidsed, apparently, alSugether as^e original patella, and perform¬ 
ing nmil«r/&nction8.i* ^ 

jbt* Xn. is a case of disease of the heart, by J. H. ^ishart, F. R. S. E. 
an analysis of \i^ch we shall insert in our periscope. 

Xm. Obse^ations on die causcs*of the sounds produced by the action 
of the heart, by John W. Turner, Professor, &c. 

If be applied to the*chest in the region of the heart, either directly 

or though the medium of the stethoscope, there arc perceived for each pulsa- 
tiO|x.;Ol^thte arteries, two sounda or beats following each other in immcdiati; suc- 
cesrioQ) dnd'then a ahort'intervalls (Aserved, during which no action or motion 
of'the heSrt is perceptible, and alter this the two consecutive sounds arc again 
heard. These two sounds have been considered and described ^ indicating the 
successive contractions of thO ventricles and auricles. M. Lsnnec states “ *at the 
moment the artery strikes the linger, the ear is slightly rused b" .motion of the 
heart syncl^nous widi that of the arteiy, and accompanied by a sound somewhat 
duUbirid^iact. The synebronism does not permit us todoubtthatihc ])!icnomc* 
non is 0 ^il^{|gAou^bte contraction of the ventricles. Immediately afters tmdwiih(mt 

more sharp and analogous to that of a valve whicli is rais¬ 
ed, die cnu:k of a whip, or the hu^i^g of a dog, announces the contraction of 
the auricles/ He a(Us, ‘No njo^Klif^Bible to the car accompanies this sound; 
no irderoal separates it from the ^^P|ittv'']^ise accompanied Ly the raising of the 
car, that indicates the contraction W the i^ntriclcs, which It seems to limit and 
to interrupt suddenly/ ‘Immediately after the systole of the auricles, there is* 
an interval of repose, very short, but well marj^cd; after which the ventricles 
are again perceived to raissf themselves with the dull sound and gradual pro- 
gremon which are peculiar to them; the sudden and more sonorous contraction 
of the auricles follow8,*and the heart again lalls for an inslapt into an absolute 
IITRWobility/‘ ^ 

Turner has long'be^ doubtful as to the accuracy f>f this statement, and 
he hds satisfied himself by ^rious reasons that it is incorrect. He is of opinion 
that the fir^ sound is omng to tlie contraction of the ventricles, the second to 
th^impuls'e occarioned by the falling hacfk on the pericardium, of the relaxed 
heart in its dutftolc, after it has been elevated or moved from i|s place in the 
systole; and perhaps also by the expansion or dilating of the heart'. 

Art On a new method of preserving anatomical preparations, by John 
Day 3 r,jl^. D., F- R. S. Ac. ^ , 

* method consists in immersing the part to be preserved in sulphiinnis 

ac4d, which maybe prcjiarcd in a manner equally economical andeas), 1>\ 
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burning sulpliur matches* over,water, in any appropriate vessel, agilaliiig the 
water when the match ceases to burn, and when the water is sufficiently ini- 
p^gnated with the acid gas, filtering the solution to render it clear and trans¬ 
parent. The principal advantages of this method consists, Mr. Davy says, 1st, 
in its great cheapness; 2dly, in the durability of its presejrative powers; 3dly, 
in tlic clear ajid instructive manner in which it displays the minute structure of 
textures and compound parts. “It does not, like spirit of wine» and a so¬ 
lution of aUiin, contract what is immersed in it; it does. nott. like a Mrurated^o- 
lution of common salt, or hf nitre, or of any of the salts d^'^lonne which ! MVe 
tried, after a little while,*Iose its transparency and become thick and turbid; nor 
docs it, like a solution of corrosive sublimate, depositg on the inside of the glass 
and on the preparation itself, a ^cnist whic^ soon becomes a complex mask. 
On the contrary, it expands and developcs tlic parts, soipc iiibre, some less, so 
ii' to magnify them ana make them more distinct, effecting in stocture what 
the lens does in vision; and at the same time It remains clear, so ^pat the lens 
still may be employed to heighten the efiect and convey still more minute in¬ 
formation of the object.’* 

Art. XVl. Ohsei^vations on the effects of the sun’s rays on the human body, 
l)y John Davy, M. D. Stc. 

It is well known that exposure to the sun’s rays renders the sldn brown, bu( 
the manner in which it produces this, the parts of the skin in which it takes 
place, or its exact causey or its consequences, have never been minutely inves¬ 
tigated. Dr. Davy has examined this subject experimentally, and from the 
observation he has made, and from anological reasoning he is disposed to be¬ 
lieve that tlic discoloration takes place beneath the cuticle, and that the seat 
of it principally is the surface of the cutis. His experiments relative to tlie 
cause of the discoloration arc not as satisfactory as could be wished, but they 
show that the effect is produced solely by the undecomposqd rays, and he 
thinks that they act “ both indirectly by the medium ofinflamiuatlouin changing 
the colour of the skin, directly, without the intervention of inflammation. 


in producing the same effect, or in heig^tt^ng it when produced.” 

Sir Everard llum^ lias shown tliat when imc skin is painted black, It is de¬ 
fended from ihc scotching effect of the suri’s rays; and from thence he infers 
• that the dark rcte mucosum of the negro possesses the same protecting power. 
Dr. Davy has made experimentj similar to those of Sir E. Home, and modified 
them, and with tlie same results. He has, moreover, found that all the opaque 
colours which he applied to tlic skin, whetlicr red, orange, blue, or green, af- 


f’orded protection jrohi the scorching influence of the sun’s rays, equal to that y 
alforded hy black. “ Th;;re is this difl'erence, however, between the skfUTtit 
a white person painted, and of a negro with a black, skin; that in the one in- 
sUmcc, the black surface is laid on the semi-transparent cuticle, whilst on the 


other, it is situated under tlie cuticle, and on the surface of tlie cutis. In the 
one instance, the extinguishing medium is external to the insensible covering 
of tlie body; ii^ihc other, it is in contact with the sensitive surface, and may be 
considered ia apart of it. Circumstances, too, relative to the very great pene¬ 
trating power of Mie sun’s rays, have had ratlicr a similar tendency to augment 
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my doubts of tiic strict accuracy of this analy;tlcal conclusion. As the facts 
which I now allude to, appear to me to be new and curious, 1 shall mention 
some of them. When tlie sun’s rays arc concentrated by a lens, tliey pcnetra^ct 
I find, tlirough bone, as a portion of the cranium? throuj^h nine folds of black 
crape? and, what is most extraordinaiy, through rolled platinum. It was easy 
to ascertain their penetrating through tlie former substances, J>y a, luminous 
point appearing on a surfaee beneath; but through the opaque platinum no 
liglit passed, yet th$,^ys of heat passed, which was best indicated hy tiic sen¬ 
sation produced, vmn'the metal was placed on tlfe sensitive skin, the only 
part of which affected was that corresponding to theVocus of the lens, the me¬ 
tal itself not becoming lenslbly warmer. Taking tlicn into consideration the 
dtffereitbe between the painted citticle and tl^ dark * rcte mucosum,’ and this 
very remarkable *pe^ptrating power of the sun’s rays, it appeared to me that 
mord dlrcct^periments than those of Sir Everard Ifbmc were requiate 4^) 
ascertain b^mnd all doubt, if the function of the colouring matter of the skin of 
the negp^ is really such as it has been inferred to be. W^h a view to tliis, 1 
have subjected the skin of the neg^o to the direct rays of tiic sun, and I have 
made a similar trial on a mole on a fair skin.” * 

Trom the result of these experiments. Dr. Davy is ** disposed to infer that 
the colouring matter of the skin of the negro affords some protection from the 
scoirebing effects of the sun’s rays, but not complete protection, and that were 
hU skin as much disposed to inflame fiomthc action of the sun’s rays as the skin 
of the fiurcst European, this colouring matter would not prcven^ccusionul vesi¬ 
cation.” 

Art. XVIII. Additional cases and obsciwationsillustrating the origin of tuber¬ 
cles, by W. F. Alison, M. D., F. R. S. E. &c. and Joint Professor of tlic Insti¬ 
tutes of Medicine in the University of Edinburgh. 

Dr« Alift^ some time since, presented the society with a communicaliun, 
temfing to wcldate the two following questions:—<‘lst. Whctlier the sera- 
fulous diathesis, or disposition to scrofulous disease, (unfortunately so prevalent 
in our efimate, is to be regarded .!^ the result of tlie climate alone, or whether 
other and more remediable circiu^o^ilCances in the mode of Ufc of those who l)c- 
come so affected, contribute genersSy and powerfully to" its pik)duction? and 
2dly, whether the deposition of tubercles, so often the original cause of danger 
and death in scrofulous diseases, is to be regaled In any case, or In any consi¬ 
derable number of cases, a# an effect of inflammatory action.” 

On the first of these questions. Dr. A. has since obtained evidence from 
various quarters, tending to confirm him in the opinion ^li^t in regsuxl to the 
to scrofulous diseases, and particularly to Ihosc in which tubercles arc 
formed, there is a greater difference between the inhabitants of large towns and 
of the CQuntiy, than between the inhabitants of the warm and cold climates, at 
least of Europe? and therefore, that the general prevalence of the scrofulous 
^atbesis is to be ascribed, rather to the anodes of life which an advanced and 
artificial state of society implies, than to the circumstance of c]unate. 

In regard to the second point. Dr. Alison’s •• object was iiol tb explain the 
wholes history, and all the possible causes of tube, clcs, but only to investigate 
the cyiestion, which seemed of the greatest practical importance. ^ Whether or 
4 noj^ lofiammatory action has, in any circumstances, the power to produce 
them^” That it has the tnosl satisfactory evidence, appears to us to liave been 
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furniahcd by Dr. A. in his interesting paper, ami by others; and we agree with 
Dr. A. ** that scrofulous tubercles may be, and often are deposited in conse- 
*€tucnce of inflammatory action; and therefore, that as, on the one hand, scro¬ 
fulous diseases may be in many cases prevented by applying^the tonic regimen 
to persons of feeble constitution, but not yet affected with actual disease; so, on 
the other, tj;ey may also be frequently prevented by the early and prudent use 
of the antiphlogistic remedies in those in whom the slight inflammatory com¬ 
plaints sa often preceding them have already appeared. • • 

**This general conclusion docs not differ from thiCt-which I believe the 
greater number of practitioners have been induced to form from their own prac¬ 
tical observations; but it seems to me of great impo^Mmee to have attained to it 
by putholo^cal inquiries, foumbsd on fatal eases, because, imtil the piShologichl 
question as to the frequent dependence of tubercles on innaixunation is deter¬ 
mined, no observations on the effect of tlie antiphlogistic remedies, where tu¬ 
bercular disease is apprehended, if made on cases that terminate favourably, 
can be’held to be Conclusive on the subject.” 

* Cinder the head of palliology, In tlie periscope of the present htiibber, will be 
found tlic views of Ur. llouUlaud respecting the formation of tubercles, and 
wliicli arc confinnatory of those of Ur. Alison. 

I'lie concluding paper is a supplement to the article on the obstruction of the 
canals of tlie arteries, by J. W. Turner, Professor, &c. conUuning two cases of 
laceration of the popliteal artciy, from dislocation of the knee-joint. 

4. JMerarische »Jnnalen der Gesammim Heilhmde. Herausgegeben von Dr. 

Justus TniEDEnicK Caul Hscker, &c. Vierter Jahrgang. September, 1828. 

Berlin. 

I'hc Tdtcrary Annals of Medicine, published under the immediate superin- 
t/^ndauce of Dr. Hecker, cxl)ibits on its list of collaborators, the names of some 
of the must distinguished German phydeians; among these may be mentioned 
Von Ammon, Cams, Otto of Copenha^n,^. Yon Siebold, Lichtenstiidt^ and 
numerous others conspicuous for their lugli^ acquirements in the various depart¬ 
ments of mMic.al science. The nynals appear monthly in numbers contaimng 
» from 120 to 130 pages, at eight dollars per annum. It is printed on better pa¬ 
per, and with more typographipul neatness, than any otlier journal wc have yet 
received from tlie same country; like tlie journal of surgery and ophthalmology 
it is printed in tlic Roman character, which we hope will soon entirely super¬ 
sede the inclegai^ (iotliic types, in all scientific German works. The contents 
of the present number of^hc Annals arc thus arranged:~lst. Original iffucles; 
2d. Critical notices: a. Practical medicine; d. Medical police; c. Clinical medi¬ 
cine, clinicalinstitutions; s. Obstetrics; K.^Materia medica; 3d. New publica¬ 
tions; 4th, New Journals of medicine. 

There arc two original papers in uhc number before us; the first is by Dr. M. 
A. J. Schon q^Hamburg, and is a collection of cases of diseases of the heartand 
large vessels, wihi dissections. Six cases arc related, and the symptoms from 
which he formed the diagnosis arc minutely detailed. Dissection, however, ge¬ 
nerally rc%oaled a condition diffcriiig^rcatly from the anticipations of t^c prac¬ 
titioner. The diseases observed were chiefly results of chronic inflammat.on df 
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the enveloping* and lininff membrano of the heart, producing enlargement of 
the cavities, thickening of the semilunar valves; inflammation and dropsy of the 
pericardium; aneurismal enlargement of the arch of tlie aorta, &c. In the cases 
where the heart Was found to be most diseased, no obvious external cause could 
he assigned; the patients had generally been affected with pulmonary irritation 
or inflammation, mostly attended by cough. In one case, the patipntoi female 
of fifty-six years old, the physician thought the disease to be hydrothorax, com- 
i>jne& with general dfiipsy. On dissection, the chest and pericardium were 
found to contmn a grwt quantity of yellowish fluid, Injt the cause of all the 
morbid changes appears to have been an enlargement of the rightauriclcof the 
heart, an^ the ftee commv.nicatlon with tlie left by the foramen ovale, which 
was altogether opc^, so that very litfie blood wsrs sent into the pulmonary ves¬ 
sels. To the practitioncf the perusal of tliesc cases in detail could not fail to be 
instructive and agreeable; we cannot introduce them here on account of their 
number and Icngtli; nor can we say that any general inference of impoilancc is 
to be drawn from them, excepfit be, that the difficulty of the diagnosis in such 
cases, should deeply impress practitioners with the necessity ^of acquiring skill" 
in the use of tlie stethoscope, which alone can enable them to prescribe with 
the requisite degree of accuracy in diseases of the chest. 

The second paper is on acute idiopathic inflammation of the heart, by Dr. A. 
II. Krause of Berlin, In winch he gives an account of a case which occurred in 
his own practice. Dr. K. prefaces his observations with some remarks on the 
diagnosiiTof this rare but dreadful disease, and quotes from a tfeatisc by Dr. 
Helm of Berlin, published in 1819, the symptoms which that practitioner has 
stated to be pathognomonic. We have never had the advantage of seeing Dr. 
IIcim*s treatise; this practitioner witnessed three cases of this disease, and his 
diagnostics are stated by the present writer to be admiioiblc; we therefore ex¬ 
tract them from Dr. Krause’s paper for the benefit of our readers. 

The disease begins with shivering and trembling of the whole body, and inter¬ 
mittent chill, which latter when present may continue ikiring twcntv-four Jiours, 
but is followed by very little or no jl^t. There is no acute stitch felt, but pains 
in the heart precede the distinct for twenty-four Iiouw. Sometimes the 

disease comes on suddenly. The patient has^ no cough; if in any instance cough 
occurs it is entirely dry, neither mucus nor blood being expectorated. In the 
commencement the patient has the greatest angu'sh and the most agonizing pain, 
not in the chest generally, buiimmcdiatcly in the heart itself. The patient slu-icks 
out and is not quiet more than a second, repeating with great force the same word 
thr ee or four times to express his most distressing sensations.. He docs not lie 
still an instant, but tosses himself about in bed like cnc half distracted, while 
his arms and head are in continued motion. The patient presses upon the Re¬ 
gion of the heart, and if pressure be made by a bystander, he impetuously de¬ 
mands that it shall be increased. The countenance is alfrays extremely pale, 
'rhe chest is elevated, and the head which Is in perpetual motion is thrown more 
backwards. The face and hands arc quite, cold. Before each i*eccssary bleed¬ 
ing, the pulse is throughout not to be felt. The patient feels every moventent 

of the heart, and even complains of its painful throbbing, yet when the physi¬ 
cian applies his hand to the chc.st, he cannot discover the least irregidarity. 'J'hc 
Aron^ci^lhe pulsation of the heart is, the greater is tlic pain felt in tlie organ. 
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it seems to the patient to striLc upon a wounded spot. He is nauseated, but 
does not vomit; the greater his thii*at is, so much the more does he refuse to 
drink, even when a glass of water is lield to his mouth. He is very loquacious, 
even when otherwise naturally silent; we might also say ph)^ica]ly, what the 
scnptur<‘s assert morally, that ** out of the fulness of the heart the mouth speak- 
cth.’^ Faintiqg and delinum are not uncommon. 

A copious bleeding is followed by so great an alleviation of anguish and pain, 
which lasts for several hours, that tlic patient thinks himself quite cured, fiut 
the symptoms suddenly^return again after the ccssaUoiL The anguish and 
pain is increased by warm applications to the chest, and tl& patient throws them 
oiT. If the treatment be neglected, or improper, llie 4 )atient dies cither in con* 
sequence of polypous formalion^on the internal or external sjfrfacc of tte heart, 
as well as on the internal surface of the pericardium, owwith adhesions of the 
hc^arC to this membrane, and effusions of pus or water into the cavity of the 
pericardium. 

The case rclateiftiy Dr. Krause, in which also he had the assis^nce of Dr. 
ricijTi, manifested JJic foregoing symptoms in a striking manner, ^(y free and 
ample bleeding, and the use of digitalis, S(C. the patient was quite restored to 
his usual health in ten or twelve days. 

The critical part of lleckcris Annals, as might be inferred from the character 
of those engaged therein, is executed in a candid and dignified spirit, with a 
single eye to the great interests of the profession. Long may they continue 
their incritorlMis efforts in the cause of science and humanity. 

Before we conclude our present observations on German journals, there is 
one tuple they suggest, to which we cuiinut avoid calling the serious attention 
of our professional bretlircn, especially of such as occasionally publish their ex¬ 
perience for the benefit of others. The great aim of the German medical 
writers is to express themselves \npure German. Consequently their journals 
are nut disfigured, deformed, and obsciu'ed by a pitiful and ignorant pedantry 
which ijiduces some of o«r writers frequently to interlard tlieir remarks with 
foreti^n word^ and piprasejiy as If our languag# were too poor to express their 
ideas, or too ignolde to utter their iinportaift conceptions with sufficient magni¬ 
loquence. 1^' they would recollect (hat a comparatively small number of those 
* who are to read their remarks, arc at best but tolcmble classical scholars, and 
a majority of them, totally un^v^quainted with French, Italian, 8cc. they would 
probal)Iy confine themselves to words to be found in tlic best generally used 
Kngllsli dictionaries. Nay, wc can assure them that if they cannot express their 
observations or id^as in good KngUsh, they arc either excessively ignorant of 
their mother longue, or tlicir notions are not worth the trouble of writing tlown; 
as^hcrc is no woixl, nor combination of words expressive of ideas^ in any Ian- 
which may not be fully rendered by an immediate equivalent, or by a 
perfectly idiomatic pefriphrose, into English. If every writer were allowed to 
show what foreign languages he may^havc Icaimcd, or has a smattering of^ (and 
why is it not as allowable to use tlie expressions of one foreign language as an¬ 
other^) ourliook-T would soon become a jai-gon, worse than any of the dialects 
of Babel. In fact, good scholars never make use of such shallow devices to 
<lisp]ay learning; and as a general rule, it may be safely assumed that the learn¬ 
ing of the individual is in the inverse* proportion to his employment ofVich fo-' 
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rei^ fragment*?. It would be invidious, (and wc have no wish to point at per> 
sons,) were we to refer to special instances of such sins agmnst good sense and 
good taste; but as the evil, if unchecked, is of a nature to increase, we deem it 
a duty to call attention to its magnitude. The English language, though want¬ 
ing in many peculiarities that other tongues possess, is nevertheless a noble and 
powerful dialect, capable of every variety of expresaon required [jy the condi¬ 
tions of life and sociality. To render it still more suitable to all purposes, it 
is pl-opcr that eveiy^^j^ter, instead of snatching up the first foreign «vord that 
may convey his thott^t, should be at some pains to aicertoiii whetlier lie could 
not find a ^ better ci^ression in tlic language used by tliosc to whom, and for 
whom he professes to write* 

^ * J. D. G. 


5. Medical esaay$ on. Fever^ TnflammaHon, Bheumatism, Diseases of the Heart, 
&c. By JosEru Bnowis, M. D. &c. London, 1838, pp. 309, 8vo. 

Each of jR subjects treated on by l)r. Brown, is of sufHcIcnt importance t6 
fill a volume of a much larger size, than that with whicli he has favoured us. 
Uis materials arc good, and fraught with interest, presenting what in this age 
of book-making, is idmost a phenomenon, a series of original and practical ob¬ 
servations on many highly interesting points of pathology and practice. 

Dr. Brown commences his essay on fever with a short, but lucid view of the 
effects of malaria, the most extensively diffused, and probably tjffc most active 
cause of tlie generality of febrile diseases; our author thinks, witli M^Oullocli, 
that many otlier complaints besides fevers, strictly spea^ng, are attribut¬ 
able to this agent, though he does not extend the list to such a formidable 
length as that writer. 

Whilst speaking of typhus. Dr. Brown makes the following just and forcible 
remarks; ** There are few words, of which the import is more vague than ‘ty¬ 
phus;’ its misapplication, from carelessness, oroccasionaBy from rcrisons ofamorc 
reprehensible nature, is so generaj^^^lhat it is to be wished it were either more 
strictly defined, or altogether biihni&ed from our vocabulary.” 

Dr. Brown is a violent opposcr of the doptrinesof Bruussals, and has for some 
time carried on a controversy with him; we sliall not attempt, in this place, to * 
analyse his arguments, but will give his own theory of fever, witliout further 
comment, than, that it is byiio means a new one. 

He conriders tliat the nervous system is affected at the very commencement 
of the attack, and that in most coses of continued fever, ^iis .affection endures, 
and displays itself by perceptible signs, to tlie close4 The vascular system Is 
eitlicr simultaneously, or subsequently disordered; and, in a short time, those 
of secretion, assimilation, and nutrition, follow in their train, and the disease Ic- 
comes one “ of the whole system, in every kind of sense.*’’ Dr. Brown admits, 
that the excited state of the circulation, is*accompanicd by inflammations of im¬ 
portant vital organs, which must be contpolled and subdued, but,, he also con¬ 


siders that this is not sufficient to cure the fever, fv»garding these iriflammations 
as occt^fional and important concomitants, rather than the cause oftlic disease. 


TW^j^neraTviews of thctrcatmenllo.be adopted in fevers, are. good, and 
deserre attention, particularly tliosc on local bleedings, and purgatives; and 
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pi'ove that, although our auilior is a violent opposcr of tlic Broussaln theory, he 
liaa been led to an analogous practice. 

* Kssay 3d, Is on Inflammation, and contains some valuable practical observa¬ 
tions, on tiic diflerent plans of treatment to be pursued. ^ 

Essay 4th, On Rheumatism, is a kind of preface to the succeeding one, on Dis¬ 
eases of UiQ Jlcart, which appears to be a short, but excellent monograph of the 
disonlers of tl\at vitally important organ. Dr. Brown attributes one half of the 
diseases of the heart, to rheumatism; tliis fact, which hafl(';^cen overlooked by 
many writers, is, howeve!’, supported by Scudamore; oti^ author supports his 
tibsenations by adverting to tlie anatomical structure of the parts, and particu- 


l.arly of the continuity of the Investing membrane, witfc ihc flbroiis texture which 
is llic seat of external rheumatisjn; he quote* largely from thg excellent descrip¬ 
tion of this arnmgement, as given by Dr. Godmon, in liis “Anatomical Investi¬ 
gations.” * 

“ If tins description of the formation of the pericardium oe coiTecI^ and I see 


no reason to quest^n its accuracy, then will tlie'circumstance of thia membrane 
being frequently assailed witli rheumatic inflammation uRcr blccdi^, be merely 
a part of the general fact long acknowledged, and j^ch continuity certainly tends 
to cxpliiin the frequency of the affection of the pericardium.” We are glad to 
see this testimony paid to tlie talents and observation of our learned col¬ 
league, by a foreign writer. 

Dr. Brown's monograph, of tlie Diseases of the Heart, is, by far, the most in¬ 
teresting part<*of his work, and his stcthoscopic indications, of the various forms 
of ilcrangemcnt of organization and function, arc lucid, and well-arranged. It 
u ill well repay aVareful perusal. R, E. G. 


Ijaws of Physiology^ translated from thcltalian SroNon Dott, B. Mojov, 
Professor flrncrUus in the Royal University of Genoa, and Member of many 
Learned Bodies; with Additions, and a Physiological Table of Man. Dedicated 
by permission to Sin Astlet Pa.stox Coopsn, Bart. F. R. S. Surgeon to the 
King. By Geoiig^ R. Skene, Member the Royal College of Surgeons in 
London. ^Londtji, 1827, 8vo. pp. 121. 

The character of Mojon’s Laws of Physiology has been for some time esta¬ 
blished, as a satisfactory digcst/i*om the experiments and systematic works of 
Ihc most apprnvc<l pliysiologists of .all countries. They may be read with ad¬ 
vantage by all wlto desire to obtain in a condensed form, the results of the ac> 
Itial condition of (iliysiological knowledge. We have not had an opportunity 
of comparing the translation with tlie original, but should infer that it has been 
fairly rendered into English. 

I'o Mr, Skene we cheerfully give the credit ofactivity and zeal, combined with 
a spirit of inquiry, whseb, under proper guidance, may lead him to lugh honours. 
We have not room nor inclination atppresent to examine his particular theories 
in detail, tlioqgU tlie impression we have derived from them is, that they are 
more strongly ch^ctcrizcd by novelty, than by legptimacy of deduction fron* 
premises. Uowe\cr, we would encourage him to pursue his researches wiUi 
steadiness, ^nd cndeavoiu* to acquire that solid fame which is the certain result 
of a zealous application of philosophy to the study of nature. * 
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Ills dedication to Sir A. Cooper is strikingly iwat, well adapted, and tersely 
expressed, and might serve as a model to some of our American brethren, who, 
even in thiK land of intellectual independence, occasionally produce dedications^ 
unrivalled for nay^cous adulation and servility. 

J. D. G. 


7. A Manual of thi^!^Momy, Phy$i^gyy and Diaeases of the Eye and its Jlppen- 
doges. By S. J. inUTFonn, Member of the Roya^ College of SuTgcoiis in 
London, Surgeon to the Dispensary for Diseases of Kycj i‘»d late Senior 
Assistant-Surgeon to the 72i\, or Duke of Albany’s own Highlanders. I.on- 

don, 1B28. pp, 199, 8v<5 with a plate. 

• • • 

Much attention has keen given in^Great BriUun, within the last few’ ) cars, to 
the diseases oft^..^e, and tlicsc aH^ections, so long abandoned by the pn)fcs- 
sion, are now consiolred as constituting a branch of surgery, with wind) every 
regular iurgeon should be conversant. This lienc/icial cliaftgc is in part owing 
to the pathological researches of Wardrop, still more to t))e /.cal and clforts c/i' 
the late Saunders, an^'^rhaps above all to the ravages produced liy the 
puriforra Inflamm^on of the conjunctiva among the army, w hilst inKgy])tami 
subsequently to itateturn, and wdiich attracted tlic csj^ccial alte)itlt)ii of tlic ar¬ 
my sui^cons to this formidable disease, and the vaiious derangements of (lx* 
organ of vision in which it resulted; and it is to the surgeons of the KnglUh 
army that we are indebted for many improvements in our knowltdgeoflhc pa¬ 
thology and mode of treatment of the diseases under notice, and for some very 
interesting tracts on these subjects. * 

Most of tliesc treatises, liowxvci', arc limited to the consideration of a single 
disease, or a new operation or method of cure. Mr. Stratford has undertaken 
a more extensive work, and has presented us with **a Manual of the Anatomy, 
Phynology, jnd Diseases of the Kye audits Appendages.” He commences wilii 
an anatomical description of the orbit^ the appcitcLagss, and of the eye-ball; he 
next offers a few general conndt^Bpns on tlic diseases of the eye and its ap¬ 
pendages; and then treats in su6ld!jMaof the diseases uf t!ie.conjunctiva, lachry¬ 
mal gland, lachrymal passages, eyel^, orbits, of the sclerotic coal, cornea, iris, 
choroid coat, and ciliary processes, of the retina, membrane of (he aqueous- 
hutnour, the lens and its cj^ulc; and the general diseases of the eye-ball, as 
glaucoma, fungus h^matddia, &c. and concludes with an account of the clfecfs 
of injuries of tltc eye and its appendages, and their treatment. Mr)bt uf (In' 
subjects interesting to the ophthalmologist, arc, it will be p;ercclvcd, brought 
under notice. • 

If the wotlc of Mr. Stiilitfoid will not supply tlic w'ant, so long felt, of a com- 
pletc system of ophthalipje,medicine and surgery, it at least has tlic mcrir of 
being the best compend'tn* manual that has hitherto bcdli presented to the pro- 
fessiem. His descriptions of diseases arc \:oncise and accurate, his pathology 
almost always correct^.die treatment he Recommends such as woidd uatundly l)(^ 
saggested^ a curred^pathology, and is that wh’^'h liasbct'hsanctlonrdby the 
cxperiej|^EC^e best practitioners. We c<mgfatulatc the student on the v;> 
lutbloSaSIm^Em that this book will be to him. 
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QUARTERLY PERISCOP^. 


F«»REiaN INTELLlGENGie. 


ANATOMY. 

1. jlwtnfilies inthe dnatom^ af the Kidneys.-^^r. Bovillacd hfts su^in one 
subject with only one kidney, which was situati^d across the s]il)B^aiia waifiiT' 
iiishcd with two ^oters; it was considerably lor^sMban tlie ordi^fj^ size. 

Dr. 11. ha.s found tin* kidneys lobulated in fouT'Mltit bodies. I^e ext^nal 
ponfig’iiration <»f tlie kidneys resembled in Some degree Oifr^emispheres of the 
cerel)run}. The lobes and sinuosities representing* the ciraj^volutions and in- 
fraclions of the brain. In one instance two iirctew proceeded from the right 
kidney, and at the termination of about two inches they united into one canilJ* 
The left kidney was naturally formed .—Journal Coniplemenioir€f. ditly; 1828. 

2. Ilare nnd Hcmarkable Anomaly of the VascaUtt This case was met 

with Ijy Professol* and is related in the ZdUchr, fur naiur-und HdOc. 

for Ib-’r. I’lie aorta was in its natural position, but the vena cava ascendens 
(.lid not lie on lUo /-/ifA^side of the former vessel; it, on the contrary, ascended 
over ibe foiirtli, third, and second lumbar vertebrae, on the le^ side of tlie 
aorta; opposite to the first lumbar vertebra, the vein crossed in Iront of tbe^ ar¬ 
tery, ininiediately below the superior mesenteric. Having arrived, on the ri^t 
side of the aorta, the vcgi continued to ascend, as usual, towards the liver and 
diapb’ragin. At the point whore thp veimojiyaSs by tlie union of the 

two iliacs, and wbofc the aorta bllurc&tei^^^]^ iliac veins w.ere for the .tno^ 

. part covcredJ)y Ihcviliac arteries, but the ftiSa’fer were rather more, to 
t ball the latter, coiTosponding tluisavitli Uie anomaly of the principal trunks. 
•'l’i»c ^a was in this inaun^ quite embraced by tlie vena cava opposite to the 
liiiubar portion of the vertebral f olumn. The only ^imlar cose onrecon^^wo 

believe, is that noticed by Morgagni, I)c Sid. tt JAb. /rl . 

% • 

a. Jnsertion of the f^ohJlical Vein in the riffht Auricle of the Heart By Pro¬ 
fessor Me-^ue.—T he cliild who formed the subject of thi*.:^e died jpune- 
(balcly after its birth wilbsiit juiy known cause. It did not show any ano¬ 
malous appearance externally, but the vessels been iwgcted, a re- 

iiiafkable iinoinaly w;is discovered in tlic disposWoi^^the un^Pbal vesseU. 
The umbilical vein, ijistead of dividing into two l^^es to‘ traverse the 
liver, conlimied in the form of one trunk, and ascafided over the convex 
Miiface of the right lobe of that organ to the.right auricle of the heart, where 
it ternnnated I*efore and above tlie inqath of the inferimf^^va. The heart ap¬ 
peared to btfpulb-ifr^vn by this insertion of the umbffcal vein; it^ base wm 
much inclined towards the rigl^;and towards the sternui^its p ositio n vas, c ^ * 
seijiieiilly, more transverse than ordinary. A single umhlroal aig^ 
the abdominal aorta, at its bifurcafion, between tl^ primitive iIBcs; it SasaW, 
on the loft side of the urinnrv bladder, and continued its course to the um- 
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bilicu^ o<b^r apontuly was discovered in the Abdominal, or the tlioracic 
viscera.— d€» Sc. Med. May, 1828, from the j^’ova jSeta P?iys. Med. 
Scad. QiL,C. iiaLCvriot. Tom. III. 1827. 

4. MetalUc Mertiiry found in the Human Body. —tii Vol. II. p. 227, wc men¬ 
tioned that metallic mercury had l^een found in the human body by some French 
chemists. It appears from Schwefaep8Jahrbuc/ic7'dfr Thynik und Clifmic, Tome 
^x. that Professor '•‘^sei.and, ^^eifswuid, lia& Ibund it in the Bcmi-li<)uid 
fat o£ a wen. . .y. 


5. Instance in whielt the Kidney was situated in the Ptilvis. Py Professor IIku- 

aiMOsa.—woman in whom this ma^ormation was found, was aged twenty- 
three yeaKand died of'ap(*plcxy. The right kidney M as in its iialiir:il situation 
as also tlm renal c:ij>sule of the Jc/t side. The left kidney, on the contrary, 
was situated in the*p<-'l\|s, in flont ot* the left hii^ of tlic sacrum, behind the 
uterus, to tlm left of tbc rectum, was pushed towii^'ds the right, and was 

in part before tho ^tj^o-iiiac symph^s of the right side. The 2 >iKipc of the 
left kidney was almost circular; its greatest diameter three inches six lines, its 
smallest'f^e Inches. v ^ 

• 

6. Anatatnical.Vescnpti 4 ^:ij^ the Jlnaatomosis betircen the ^lo3.w-phuryn^ian, 
the TrifadaVitnd Tri^lantfmtque Keree.s. —Dr. ,lAc<utsos has inseHcd in the 
Rupert. d*Anat. et dt Phys. Vol. If. a description of this anastomosis; the follow¬ 
ing are the conclusions of this lcarne<l Danish anatomist. 1st. 'I'hcTc exists an 
anastomosis between tl)e glosso-pharyngiaii, the superior maxUlaiy and the 
grand sypipathetic nerves; 2<1, this anastomosis is constiintinmaiiand in a great 
number cnmttn^iferous animals; 3d, this anastomosis in its structure and its 
course exhibits much analogy to the corda t>nipaui.— Bull, dea Sci Mid. Jlu^. 
1828. 


PHYSIOLOGY. 

7« StaU of the Heart during Pregnancy. is asserted by M. I.ARcnEit, in a 
paper in the Srehivie GinAvdes, that in pregnant wonien the left veinricle be¬ 
comes dicker, more fmn«*reddei^lp 4 ^ 0 )M^^tivc than natutal. 'L'his Iiyper- 
he says,^ whctlicr the tbc effect of pletlionl^ always impai'ts an 

cn^py to tlie.cuculatIoii, ^ivhicH amounts for the vascular f>ympt«mB of preg¬ 
nancy. * 

near ^ Parotid Qhwd, containing a^^P/Fius.^Vrofcssor Rkvxer, of 
Jei^ relates in the Sfdtsct^i-^r die Organ. Phyaick. for Sept. 1827, his having 
found in a cow which died'of hectic fever, a cyst t>vo inches in length at its 
greatest diameter^, pndcr the akin, behind the parotid glhnd, wliich coiihdned 
Uxe bm&es of a fcev&l .—dee Med. June, 1828. ' 


cidHes Tcmaisimg Ds Feumux.—M. C. J. a Corsican, allied to the fa¬ 
mily^ Napoleon, ora liWrous temperamen^ rich, a wit^^ lover of the fine arts, 
and i'^votce of pleasure, whicK had becii indulged in to excess, was attacketl 
Moth difficulty of vision^ which soak-tcrminated in complete amaurosis. Having 
suffered^^is youth syphilis, he was put on a course of mdxury, without 

beotiB-; AfterwardVlie tried numerous remeo* js ur^d6^^tllcbc*st physicians 
^ Notwilbstandiid^his blindness, he continued to 

fulwS.rancffipB asio^cier, and acquired suoha tacttliat he coubj distinguish 
baglafUgs on dbppcr from ^ood-cuts, lithog&plis, &c. by the fingers alone. 
In Aort, be enjoyed society nearly as much as ever, and hardly felt the loss of 
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sight, nut ill n few yean he began to grow deaf of one e|fr-«-^eo of the other, 
and in a short time, he liad fo add the total loss of heariw to that ofsight! By 
means of large moveable types or letters, which his family put tdj^mer, he 
* was soon able to read witli his fingers whatever was wished to.be communicat¬ 
ed, and by this contiivance he still held free intercoursAiHth the external 
world. All his intellectual faculties remuned unimpaired and his memory 
was extremely tenacious. But new inisfort^es were in store. Muscular mo¬ 
tion auif blaisibility began to fail, and, in time, Ihen^erc completely ex,- 

tiiict! He was now, as it were, exiled fnn'the earth, ifraic mi-I't of his fa¬ 
mily and fj'iciids' He could speak; but nO answer, no si^, no impressiorf could 
he receive tbrougli any^liaunel of sense! In this depfehible condiuon, it was 
uccidentully discoveretf that a small portion oS one of his checks retained its 
sensibility, ami ilic active imagination of the sufferer soon took advantage of 
tbc discovery. lie caused one of Ills sons to tmce^eiters on hia cheeks as he 
dictated tlieiii, and by coust^ repetltion^ic soon ubla to recognise tliese 
letters as traced on the senslote p:irt. made suci# progf^CM, that, in a few 
days, his son wrote cfii his father’s clice£lhe speech of tlie l^g of ^<Uice, on 
his return in 1815, the wliolo of wliicli was coiujiletoly ufidenfood! With this 
solo solace of a ly death in life, he dragged out some time in a of tlio 
greatest misery that can well lie imagined—hisIntellectital facultiesrtditappear- 
’ing to sufi'er llic^liglileit degree of <Jcca\. At.b^^h the unfortiuiatc patient 
became enfecblt^, the frcal mailers escaped tmioiuntarily, and after many 
years of sufi'eriug he succumbed. No autopsic examination was made.— JBullc^ 
tin den iicUncCi Mt'dicakn, Jan. 1828. 

10. On the Coagulation of the Blood* —Hr. Jouw H.vvt relatesanumberofinth- 
rcstin ^ experiments on this subj(‘ctin the Kdinbui^h MediccUond Surgical Jour- 
nalf for Octefber, 1828. The following are his cdhclusions. Is^The coagula¬ 
tion of the blood takes place iiule])ciidont Qi|feotion, and it is very little 
.'dfected by moth)ii, whether violent or nunlcratc; Srf/y, 'I'hat it is not caused by 
llic action of alm(»sphcric air, or much afiecled by any kind of air that is not 
nbsorh:il)lc in water; 3dli/, That it is not retarded by the introduction and ab¬ 
sorption of c.irbonic acid gas; and kistly. That the action of reagents on the 
blood, or the fibrin of the blood, as regards coagulation, is exceedingly va¬ 
rious, not to be anticipated a prior/, and inexplicable on any one hypothesis 
hitherto advanced, the^flcctof each of them rec^uiring special cionsideration, 
and further and minute cxperinienlal enqu^ for its. elucidation. 

11. Pcra]dratioi\afivr Death .—At a me^h|[' of the Royal Academy of-JC^i- 
eiiie in Aug*u-t last, the secretary fead a case which came under the obsCl^- 
tion'Df M. SrsnwzA, clinLoal pi’ofe.s.sor at PaiTOa. The .subject was a woman of 
Mantua, who died on the fourth day after an attack of encephalitis. £xaminc<l 
twcUe lumrs after death, the b*ody was still warm^^pd offered with a 
perspiralioii, wliich, as oi’lt n as it was w iped olF, rehirnc(Fagain. This phenome¬ 
non continued during twenty-lbur hours. M. Fontaneille, by whom the case was 
aiUlri's.scd to the jicademy, suggtisLs in explanation of Ihiat^^urrence, jhat the 
cutaneous capillary vessejs still rctaineil a\remnant of the vitality proper t(.* 
them afYer the cessation of general \'\tA\\y.-^idr^iKl6£tB^ndralatJSept. 1828. 

12. On the ('onditiipi of the Dhod^ayid InJt&Aintplum. —Dr, 

KxiTENnuKNXKu lias recently published some intewrting cxpcrimenMwliicIi 
hn iii.stiUitcd on these subjects. 'I'lfc succ^Csivc changes which, by tficans of 
the microscqjjc, he observed to takc^place in an orga^i^ the moment of its be¬ 
ing dejirivad of h^^^irero the following:—On the ap^racU of diutb, the co¬ 
lumn of blood ill die .arteries gpidually diminishes in ime, tijl, at Ust, llie 
scl.s contain only half of the i&al quantity* the stre8fitt™hiniBtorupt^ ra|nd, 
and withoiR any visible pulsations, which, however, may he obifeved a^ribiqp 
time, corresponding with those of the heart, Mid gradually becoming more and 
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more di6Uiici),|^ lui^liowevcr, they become unequal and indistinct, and, at the 
same th^ col^n of blood decreases, till it disappears entire^* { tlie arte¬ 
ries ara^jlow’ quite empty, and oi^nic life is extinct. Whilst the arterial stream 
is iinint iSiupte^ no disturbance is observed in the veins; but as soon as tlie ar-' 
terifti circulation ^ecomes unequal and irregular, the blood is accumulated in 
the veins; and from the moment lUiat no more blood is carried into them, tliat 
which they contain stagnates jgmrely, retaining, however, for some, time, an 
undulatoiy motion^g^ysmg intp^ ^iyjTO nchcs, and then returning &gain; tliese 
undulations gradu^K^minish, ad^Vecome reduced to smaller limits; t)>e glo¬ 
bules of the blood Amconglomerated, all spontaneous motion cctiscs/ and tlic 
mechanical laws detmdne its farther direction. ThisVndulation of the venous 
blood is obl^Hrved, not only in dying animals, but also ifi parts divided from tlic 
living body„ ^d in those ^hicli, by a vciy tight ligature, have been separated 
from the In these cases, the arteries arc emptied as soon as they re¬ 

ceive no more blood; the fluid'of {be capillaij^esscls, from this moment, is 
thrown into undulation^ which pr <g|g^ ie bloocrtowards the veins, and, lastly, 
terminates in oQflipletc stagnation. ^iThis fact la a decisive proof, that the mo¬ 
tion of the blood in tlie smaller arteries, and especially in the capillary system 
and vei^^ is, in some degree, independent of the action of %\c heart. 

It ia a general opinion, that after death the blood is equally distributed to 
all the o i^aaaof the body^J^ess any of them had been the ^eat of infbunma- 
tIon$ this isnbt the case: ia%e extremities, the serous membranes, the lungs, 
&c. the blood retires from the capillary system into the larger vi'ins; in other 
organs, as, for instance, in the spleen and fiver, tlic capillary vessels do not 
completely empty themselves. It is very interesting to obscnc, that in lishes, 
the blood of «the smaller vessels is not emptied into the veins, but that, from 
the moment when the circuUtion is arrested, it is infiltrated into the cellular 
tissue, wherb h is found in i^dish masses; a fact, which can only^ic accounted 
for, by assuming that these sHi^l vessels are canals without proper parictes. In 
the liver of the frog, the same appears to take place, but not in that of the rab¬ 
bit, which, after death, is found most bcautifiiUy injected. 

In the spleen, the small vessels undergo a very singular change at the m<i- 
ment of death. During life, the distribution of the vessels in tliis organ is very 
similar to that in the substance of the liver; after death, the same phenomenon 
takes place as in the capillaiy system of fishes; the smaller arteries aiut veins, 
and the capillary vessels, emit their blood into the ce|hilur tissue, where it is 
found in red masses; the^Jaiger ajll Mi es and veins only retain their blood, of 
which, in the muller vessels,-no <|p|e can be discovered; Ibis accounts for the 
gi^end opinioh^that, in the sple^^^e arterial blood is poi'ired in^u cells, from 
wMch it b taken up by the veins; at the sane time, it explains why all attempts 
to inject the arteries of the spleen from the veinftvhavc failed. Whociritf ex- . 
an^es the edg^ of the spleen of tlic mouse uyder a microscope, will be con- 
viriCkd that after de^i the^lood ofthe capillary system is infiltrated into the pa¬ 
renchymatous tissue, out he will never, during life, observe its emission into evils. 

On examining, o^r death, the mucous membrane of the small intestine's, 
it appifurs, even naked eye, that a small portion of tha blood is retained 

in me capillary veiael^ the rest Imlng carried into ttc larger veins. 

The chanMs whiolf^flGue^oitetriltion of inflamed parts undergoes after death, 
is very diffel^t from.thos^^bservable in healthy organs. The blood is 
veyed^ni all parts’w^ft-tccoleratefl motion, towards the centre of inflain 
mafk^ the arterial is not changed into venous blood, and its eoagulalory pow c r 
is rou^ increased. Hin this stapl dcath^akes place, the column of blood in 
the sniitTounding vess^ diminishes in siz^, and the blood accumulates in tlio 
Igpame d^y t, so that last the peripheric vesseU arc perfccUyemplicd; at 
tWs mfljipit thr rirri^finii rnfir i, hut for n mpnim nlili time afterwards un- 
du^^||3vrc^jji|pblc,lS'Which the blood is gradually can-ied towards the centre 

insensibly terminal; in stagnation. Vhis motion, 
sub^quent to the death of the animal, is also observed in the newly-formed 
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Testis. In a lesser degree of iiifUmmation, the blood is jaljri^elentcdmits 
motion, and does not apprem^h to a complete stasis; the dj|llbspvmui^ 

^ are also visible, but ultimately the blood is carried into the veins. l&'Jfeh coses 
* tlie indained parts exhibit hardly any redness after death. ^ 

It appears, that in some organs, inflammation is more disjtosed to form the 
inflammatory centres described above, than in others; in the matter division, to 
which the serous membranes seem especiallfito belong, exudation is most fre¬ 
quently observed. If cold water is injec» 1re b the perineal cavity, inflam¬ 
mation is soon excited, and quickly folltf^phsy exudaticH^he afB\ix ^ blood 
is so vi&lent, as to make the membrane appear like a n^mork of injected ves¬ 
sels; from the moment that life ceases, the blood graduaSy leaves them, and is 
completely poured intdthe veins, so that, after d^tb, but very slight traces of 
the preceding inflammation can be perceived. 

The abdomen of an animal being opened, or ifk intestines andemesentery 
beingdrawn out, thp contact^atmospherfb air soon causennflammation, wliicli 
increases very rapidly in thOilnesenteiya^t slowly it# the intestines. When, 
however, it has arrived at a ceilain pitcB^ the latter, it sud^wly diminishes in 
the former, and gnidually subsides, till at last its vessels ^ire ^ptied, and the 
inflammation is cfgiiined to the intestines alone. The same phenome^te takes 
place if the mcscatciy is first irritated, and the' intestine is afterwards exposed 
*to any exciting c^use. It seems, then, that infla|||^tion is mu^ j^ore readily 
excited in tlic serous membranes, than in the orgitis which they 'etWelope, bnt 
that it subsides very rapidly, and in the same proportion as it increases in the 
intestines. 'I'hc tissue of the lungs ap])cars also to be little disposed to form 
inflammatory centres, while in the liver the contrary obtains, llie circulation 
of the latter organ is, even in the state of health, very slow and favourable to 
considerable accumulation of blood; in inflammation it is first aopekR^d, but 
gradually rcArdcd, and lastly, a complete stagnation takes placid' The same 
is observed in inflammation of the spleen. 

Violent inflaithnation of the mucous intestinal membrane, often leaves no 
fraccs wliatevcr; the blood with which, during life, tlie capiUaiy vessels were 
gorged, is, after death, so completely conveyed into the veins, as to render this 
membi ane almost as pale as in its healthy state; tills is even most striking in 
the most acute inflammation, so that, in this respect, tJic mucous are apparently 
very similar to the serous membranes. 

When the capillary .vessels are wounded, scarcely any extlttvasation ap¬ 
pears to lake ])lace, only a few globules e8i|ppe, and the circulation through the 
wounded vessels i^juiot at all disturbed, bi^j^nfinues as before. If very spiall 
arteries arc dividofl, the lixmonhage is ateSrery trifling; but the blood 
to circulate through tlic wounded vessels, and passes entirely into tlie aitoial 
branch next above the division. When a larger artery is divided, a considera¬ 
ble hsmoiThage ensues from the two ends, and the blood of neighbouring 
iulerics is seen moving towards the wound :is lowattiB a centre; after some.tlihe, 
:ui unduhilory motion is obsened in the ends of the arteries, so that, at one 
moment, the blood towaixls the point of division, and, in the next, re* 

(urns into the vc^cl; these uiululations gradually dccrcasci till the mqyemcht 
of the blood, towards thc<tlividod cxtrciniti^ ceases entirely, the blood being 
carried through the next arterial brjnchcs.'W‘ 


PAl^lOLOflY. 

l.l. Cfvicvf Ihipl'-ni^f the l^ht ,^iinch of the By H. RirTnEitFOBD, 

Rsq. Surgeon.—A woman aged twenty-four years, whbhad been fouryears be¬ 
fore subject to drrp mental inqiiuiuikt since when she &8 aufi^^^ fremienfly 
from palpitation fiFthf heart, her lips beroming at such times purple,jmd bej 
whole countenance jujsuming a cadaverous appearance, was attacked, Novera 
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ber 10th| 1825» with a fit, which w'as described as rcscnibhn|^ epilepsy, she vas 
incapable at the tin^ of articulation, and felt cxt^cmc]y cold. Wlien seen by 
Mr. R. complained of extreme throbbing in tlie head, and groat confusion 
when she sat up in bed, and vomited on taking* any thing into the stomach;' 
pulse hard, freq^nt, but regular. She was depleted and purged, See. uiul 
was somewhat reneved. On the 14tl) of November, Mr. 11. took from her in a 
full stream twelve ounces of bl^p^ and her pulse still continuing hanl, he let 
the blood flow till ahe lost eid^orten ounces more. ** The pviUc still conll' 
nued hard and fre<pEbnt, but she smT she w:l 8 relieved. She did not show tlic 
slightest disposition^faint after the bleeding, but on lying down she* AuUlonly 
exclaimed, ‘ Oh deM'j'iDy heart! it will certainly burst*: my feet feel so strange, 
they are qtiite dead: pray, put your hand on my heart,*sir, it will come out.’ J 
went immedil^ly round to her bed*sidc, when she expired in my arms in a 
state simikii!'to fiiinting. 

**On examining'the body, the Viscera in general were found to be in a 
healthy state: tliere welks slight adhgiions of the lnngs to the plctii'a; but tiio 
pericardium was much thickened, ^rafrora previous inflammatory action,-.‘md 
distended. On opening it, a mass of dark coagulated blood presented ilseli', 
the heart being completely buried beneath its surface; oryithe inspection of 
which, we discovered that the right auricle wasmpturcil ne:ir the superujr 
cava: its parietes were particularly tlijn and flaccid.”— o/ ilJoMJ .Aia- 
tomy, L Part L 

14. Cose of Rupture of the Left Ventricle of the Heart. John- Ahvms, E>q 
Surgeon,—A stout man, aged forty-six yeai-s, temperate habits, for many year;, 
subject to great mental anxiety, in cunscqticnce of the misconduct of a lu ar re¬ 
lative, was attacked, November 5th, whilst walking home, with :i sense of 
weight and rightness on the left side of the chest. Nov. Bth. itftor passing a 
night of great mental distress, aggravated by having to perform a very painfid 
task, he had a return of tiie sensations of weight, 6cc. which had hitherto tinly 
been felt during exertion; his breathing was Interrupted under exertion; pulse 
65, full, but easily compressed. He was purged, and in the evening took a dosc 
of laudanum, l^ov. 9, ** had])asscd a niglrt of great qgony, both of body and mint/ 
the pun in the region of tlie heart very severe, .aind extending along cucU :irni, 
particularly the left; his pulse 130, full, and fim; tongue white and dry; coun¬ 
tenance exceedinriy anxious, and pale. Venx secti^ ad .^xiv. lie became 
faint during the bleeding, andvon^ed: somewhat relieved fur a few momentb, 
but as soon as the faintness w^ts|fc4he pain, tightness, &•. returned as .'Severe 
Wll^iirfore, the bowels not having4|&d since last evening, <^‘(U-red hydr. snlim. « 
gr. yl. c. haust riiet His symptoms continued witli iinab:ited violence uniil 
half past one, Wjhen having raised himself on his left arm, to turn to his right « 
ride, he fell ba^in bed, and expired after a sliort but violent struggle. 

**'JUhr6id •iSppearances»^rOn opening the thomx, the pericardium ajipenred 
to be distended, and emitted, wlien divided, a quantity of serous liiiid; hut the 
heart was entirely concealed by an envelope of coagul:it 4 'd blood, wbicli pn 
sente^o imposing an appearance, that I stood for some minutes surve)ing it 
before I could proceed‘with thj^examinatlon. Thr coagiihi were sepamic.l. 
into three distinct layers. The%moval of the flnst, which had a foliated ap¬ 
pearance, exposed only the apex of the lieart, the second a larger siirfact' of 
that organ, but the tiiird uncovered its lesion, which extended into the Icll 
ventzwe, between the camex columns, close to tlic septum ventriculurvim, and 
nearerto the apex than the base ef.thc hftart.”— Jhitl. 

15. Noteiof Pwo Hoses of Rupture of the Left Vetzr^HcIc of ihe Heart. l>y 

JoBU.C^Us, Esq. Sqrgcon.—“ I. A maiden lad^, aged .scvenly-tJircc, jolly, 
and roi# cliceki^ was in a violent passion one Sundayi and for n week 

«aftetlSpB con^lained of pom in the region of the heart, and n shorfnrss of 
hreathingt but went about till the expiration of that time, wlv n she sent rf>r me m 
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'.iie evening. She was auHering so little from these symptatgg.uA to debate about 
out to (iliincr the next clay. Slic passed a restless wght, but in tlie 
•sitting- room in the morning, and kept about till night, whe;i site was idllable to 
lie (luw'n in bed, and sat up with the hand applied to the region of the heart, 
on urcouiit of pain there. She expired before morning. Fohr ounces of coa> 
gvilalctl blootl were found in the peruvtrdium,- The heart is not enlarged, nor 
docs it jjrcsijint any morl>id appearances; the g^at vessels proceeding from it 
are equally licaltby and well-shaped. Tho^l^ture of tlie Itm ventricle is hi the 
.'interior uart of the heart, very near tlie Mptum 6f the vettfricles, and onesinch 
and a lialf from ttic apcx% There is an irregular rent in external serous co- 
''cring of the heart, un4 in a few of the superficial muscular fibres, of half an 
inch in length, but deeper than this; the slit is not more than of an 

inch, this being wliat we very properly consider tliesdimensioM of t& opening 
into the ventricle. ^ s ^ 

** II. 'riu^ subject was an ac^e old genUeman, with florid cheeks, above 
se venty veal’s of uge, and whom I had caili|bhmented On lus health and cheerful¬ 
ness f >rty-ciglit lioiirs before Ills death. He was exerting hlnttelf at a public 
mei ting; whilst standing, he entered warmly into adebate, tottered, fell, and was 
fouiul to be dead.* Hotvveen seven and eight ounces of blood were found in the 
porieariliuni. The lieai't w'as very considerably enlarged, owing, no doubt, to 
tlie morbid state ®f some of the large vessels proceeding from the 'fTch. of the 
I’orta; for tlie JU’teria iniiominata, just at its origin, was so diminished in its tube, 
by allurnmatous deposition between its coats, as to leave a passage not more 
tb'in oiie-eiglith of an inch in diameter; and the left subclavian artciy was simi¬ 
larly tljse:i.svd and diminished one-half in its cidibre. I’he rupture of the left 
\ c ntrlele is situated two inches from the apex, in the left wall of the ventricle, 
fipjjosite to t!*e septum of the ventricles; the whole thickness of ventricle, 
(v\ hieli is at ^liiy spot about one-third of an inch,) is opened by a fliit, half an 
' h-ii in h-ng<^h; the rent in the outer membrane of the heart, and in some of 
th.’supeilii'^al mmicular fibres, 18 above an inch long. These two cases con- 
tr.isi well, in the iliHercnce of time between the immediate cause of tlie injury 
and ita fatal result, the bulk of the ^igan, and tU^ state of the large vessels.’*— 
Vnd, 


15. Vmr (f Ilupfure of ike Ijft Veniride of the Heart. By G. H. Watsoit, 
r.sq.—A man, ;rt. 51, ftAl habit, short stature, was prevented from sleeping for 
t'wo or three nignt^ <iv. hig td a violent psu^in his chest; pule 75-80, regmar. 
1'lu'se symptom.s abated on tlic fifth or six^rday, but tliey then 5uddeniy.;fe*' 
inriii;d and ttrnrmated tlie existence of the patient. On examination, a iMMl, 
I!,icquaJ, and apparently torn orificlli appeared in the anterior portion of the 
* I. ft ventrick’, tlu-ough v/i>ich the blood had jiasscd into the pericaroium. “ The 
i.mcr ‘vuvfi.cc of the ventricle vftis dc<‘i)ly red for one or two lines from the ori¬ 
fice, forjTrmg i»i» infUiived zone i’ouikI it; one or two of the carneae columnse wore 
separated from their attacinnt.nts to the heart towards the apex, and their aepa- 
rated points bore llie'apficarance of ulceration having been the cause oS wis 
lesion. The intcfiia! suiface of the aorta, about an inch and a half ab^e 
•leniilnnar valves, wa?* ver/ red; the heart W8^|^dso very fiit.” No^ng else ro- 
maskable was obstrvi:«l— Ibid. 


17. Case of Jlnsfintf Pectoris, and Ossified Cerebral Arteries. By J. Ijiwis, 
F.sq. Surgeon.—A robust, muscular,«ind healthy man, aged sixty-seven,^ died 
smldcnly, Detober 1826. Twice in the morning <^thut day, and once in 
the cvriiing, just bofoi:v‘ lie expired,‘he complained qC.« severe pain shooting 
across the bottora of his thorax,, and darting to the middle of tlie upper right 
arm. Dissection .—11 cad. 1 liira mater thicker, and more dense than natimd; bmn 
uiimsually Sfift; right >cntriclo containing from “ ten to fburtecifdracliros^f per¬ 
fectly clear scrum, and the left from six to eight drachms of the like cWourlcss 
finiij. The arteries at the base of the skull, particularly the vertebral and basi- 
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Iprj, were ofgilled iiu)atches. The cerebellum appeared healthy, with the ex* 
ception of being softened. Upon removing the cerebrum and cerebellum, there 
was fouM at tlie basis of the cranium between one and two ounces of blood/i 
serum. Upon mal^g sections of the cerebrum and cerebellum in various direc¬ 
tions, there was tfj appearance of rupture or extravasation. Thorax. The left 
lung was distended with air, and adhered to the pleura universally. The right 
lung was healthy, and not a^ettot. The heart was very large, and fat, filling 
the peiicar^um; coronary arteries were much ossified, but there was no 
othes diseased appe|«ance. Abdomen. The spleen adhered to tlic peritoneum, 
and was so tender t^t it broke down upon being detailed. Some portions of 
the small intestines alw adhered to the peritoneum. abdomen and chest 

were cover^ with fat to the depth of two or three inches.*’ 

For a sbmlihiie previouc to lus death he had been very forgetful, and his ideas 
were at tlmdmthe^confused, and occasionally bp would talk incohcrently.>/(&id. 

18. Case of Chronic InjlamnusHan 4^ Partiai Ossijicatiort of the Coronary and 
Vertebral Arierita, prii^ucing AngiruxjPectoTia. By H. J. Gobs, Esq. Surgeon.— 
A man^ st. S7, middle size, muscular, had for some years past been subject to 
attacks of extreme difficulty of breathing, pain in the chest, fthd violent cough; 
which ^mptoms came on suddenly whilst lie was engaged in any exercise, even 
walking at <1 moderate pace, ascending stairs, or performing Cny other motion 
that accelerated respiration. The horizontal ])osture could not he endured, 
brin^g on dyspneca and coughing; he always reclined wllJi his shoulders raised. 
tVhiUt jconverring, he fell, and instantly expired without the slightest struggle. 

Brain. The ventricles contained four or ^vc ounces of fluid. 
The vertebral arteries were unequally enlarged, and partially ossified. In otlicr 
respects, the |l>tain and its membranes were sound. 7*hc abdomiind viscera were 
hemthy. Thdriicic viscera. The lungs were perfectly healthy, but very much 
gorged with blood, even the upper surfaces appearing nearly black. There 
was considerable, but nut recent adhesion of the lungs to the pleuni costalis’ 
llie pericardium was healthy, but contained about two ounces of fluid. 'I'hc 
coronaiy arteries were inflamed, and partu^ossified.”— Ibid. 

19. Coat of Itupture of on Aneurism of the left Vertebral Artery. By 11. J. 
Gobe.—T he subject of this was a tall, muscular man, zt. 24, accustomed to 
drink spirits. October 20th, 1826, he was excessively drowsy, for which he hud 
leeches applied to the templei^ Mrife^ok an aperient. I'his rdteved liini, and 
thj^gOXt day he said he was quitip wgp' In the evening, dircctlx after going to bed, 
h'^vlddenly became insensible, reifpmrion laborious, and he iirtmcdi;»tcly expired. * 
Ezaminalvm^ aixteen hours after Death. —The membranes of the brain were 
much charged with venous blood. The su])stance of tiic brain was particularly * 
soft, and had a peculiar yellowish-brown appearance. The ventricles contaiu- 
edfbout six ounces of water and a small quantity of coagulated blood, (about 
two drachms in each.) The plexus choroides w:is nearly white. At the baso 
of the brafn, there were about four ounces of coagulated Rlood, wliich had es¬ 
caped ffbm a small aneurism of tj^ left vertebral artery, just before its junction 
with rile right to form the basilai te ' Both vertebral aHerics were in a diseased ' 
state, tlieir tunics befaigmuch thtoxened in parts for about thrcc-cpiaricrs of an 
intb in length, and ^eral rings of a cartilaginous substance being deposited fie- 
tween-^em; but tlie basUsry and carotids were healUiy.”«— 

— < 

, 20. Excesaive IHhdaifpn of the Aorta, and very Enlarged state of ike Heart. By 
Pnics^jEsq. SurgcniLr—C ase 1. This putient, duriiigdbc four 5 curs that he 

un^Bg^e care of Mr. P. ate well, slept well, h 1 a tranquil pulse, cool skin, 
cf«^ t^e, and his evacuations were healthy and natural in ap])earance, but 
he yasUways complaining of illness. He was always imagining that he was 
goi^ to*^l down, when he either walked, stood still, or rode in n carriage; litit 
■.V? ^'sehach the sensation never annoyed him. Bleeding, purging, &c. were cm- 
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ployed, but he counteracted the effects of all remedies Ijy indulging his appe¬ 
tite, which was voracious. About eighteen months befbfehis deaths it became 
• apparent that there was an unnatural condition of his ^art or aOTt8« “From 
this period, tlic inconveniences consequent upon suchWm affection cbn^ntly 
increased, and became ultimately tndy distressing. Every flme the hearf con¬ 
tracted, it struck tlie ribs with a force that made it audible at some distance, and 
the blood,, as you arc aware, could be disdm^ heard wliuzing through the ar¬ 
tery, at tlic®distance at which the practitioner usually places himsdf from the 
patient. On examination after death, the heart was found of a magnitude ex¬ 
ceeding all belief. Its ^ietes resembled in thickneB9 the heart of an osTmorc 
than that of a liuman bemg. The coronary vessels were veiy large, particularly 
the veins, wbicl* were gorged with blood. The ascen^ng aorta was so much 
enlar^d that the valves could not at all approximate to each, oi^er, and their 
function must consequently have been for some tiAe veiy There 

was, as might be expected, a Huger quantity of fluid in tie p6ncardium than 
usual, and also some ^ftiision into the cayity of the pleHra: all tlie other organs 
Were in a healthy condition.” 

The patient though short in stature, bad a very capacidUs chest, andhad been 
much noted as a ♦rcstler, and also for extinordinary speed in running.*^ 

Cask II.—This patient luul suffered from aflTcction of the heart, upwards of 
ten years. Becosiing violently agitated from fright, vomiting came on, which 
continued until his dcatli, which took place in a few minutes. On dissection, the 
heart “appcju’ed pale andand enormously enlarged. It measured from 
tlie base to tlic ajiex, eight inches and a lialf, and it was- of a corresponding 
breadtli. I'hc semilunar valves had been, no doubt, in an useless condition for 
>ears, (veritVing Sir Astley Cooper’s opinion,) the ascending aorta was cover¬ 
ed with largt^flafctis of ossific matter, which protected and completely uiutedit 
to the ad joining ribs. TJie coats of the arler}' had not, as I imagined, been con¬ 
verted into an aneurismal pouch; on the contniry, 1 found the dilatation of the 
•’esscl uniform tliroughout its extent. Tlierc were many patches of bone also 
on the descending aorta, and its calibre was greatly increased.”*— 

21. On the Diseases of the KiditUya onS Ureters. By .T. Bovili.avi>, M. D.—Dr. 

B. has frctpiently met with kyperinphy of the kidneySt it generally occurs only 
in (me of tlicse organs. It is recognised, according to Dr. B. by the following 
appciu^nces. The kidney is a quarter, or a third, or perhaps even one-half, 
larger than the natural size. Its substance ip firmer, more compact, and redder. 

It is probable that tn such cases the rcnafpi^xy Is enlarged, although this fiict 
li.is not been detennined. Hypcrtiopliy ofthe kidney occurs under the isffu- 
ence of various causes, which detcsninc to it an unusual quantity of blood, 
most likely circumstance to produce tliis kind of plethora in one kidney, is the 
existence of some obstruction ^3 the ])assage of the blood towards the o^er. It 
happens, conscquenllvi that hypertrophy of one kidney is frequently detected 
wlicn the other is in a state of atrophy. Hypertrophy of the heart and of the 
external muscles, takes phice equally under the same conditions which preside 
over the increased size of the kidne 3 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Atrophy^ or diminished*nntrition of the This disease M. B.lias fre¬ 

quently seen. Its cliara*cters are diametrical^ opposite to those of b 3 rpertro- 
pliy ofthe organ. The size ofthe kidneys is less than natural; their substance 
is paler; they contain Jess blood, and appear shrunk. Whatever cause obstructs 
the current of blood to the kidncys,^may produce an atrophy of them. Inevciy 
surh instance, M. B. has been able to demonstrate a greater or less obstruction 
to the free circulation of the blood. .The pressure of an enlarged spleen lias 
sometimes firoduccd afi*ophy of tlic left kidney. The right kidney has been 
similarly affected by the continued, yet gradual, pressure of an enlarged Uvdr. 

In other orjmns, as the heart, the lungs, tiu' breast, the testicle, pressure fre¬ 
quently causes the same diminution of size. . • 

fnfiUrnliou of nriue^ and n/sts of the kidneys. B. observes that no patho- 

Vo. Vr—Feb. 1829. .v' ^ 
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Jogist hu hitherto described tliis oiTection; it is nut, however, very rare, but it 
may escape the observation of a careless phictilioner; the following are 

the chars^ra of it: on the surface of the kidneys may be seen several round, 
v^sid^ which nusc tUli covering membrane of these organs. These vesicles 
app 4 F ^ sm^dl cysts in the substance of the kidney, and arc probably form¬ 
ed hy ^ certain quantity of urine, which has distended the uriniferous tubes, in 
consequence of some obstruction to tlie passage of the fluid. M. U. .has seen 
some of these cysts as large as a cherry. Sometimes, instead of n^iincrous ve¬ 
sicles, he has detached one large sac, which he presumed to have been formed 
from*thc union of smaller ones, of which the parietea had niptJircd. He 

has found the wh<do pf the kidney transformed into dhe large sac, containing 
either a trRU^pMiAtscroas or turbid fluid. ** 

kidneys, and of tke disorganizations which follow inflam^ 
^ Ifif^ilMquence their peculiar structure, tlie kidneys do not easily 
become the leRt of^hosc disorganiz&tions which result from iiillummation. Ne¬ 
phritis is marked by tlie following appearances: redness, tumefaction, presence 
of pus, softening of the structure of tiic organ, abscesses ulceration of tlie ex- 
texiud surface, convession of the parenchymatous substance into a tuberculous 
or en^phaloid matter, wliich is, in u great measure, tlie pi’^luct of ihe diseas¬ 
ed secretion of the affected kidney. Cysts, eitlier on the suiface, or in the su!>- 
stance of the kidney, may result from inflamination. In two^r three cases, M. 
B. has feutnd the kidney converted into a tally yellowish snhstancc. n'he symp¬ 
toms of '^e various ulcerations which the ki<liicys occasionally undergo, arc veiy 
obscur^Vlhis circumstance w'ill not be considered so cxti-uordinary when we 
conaijtev first, that the deep-seated situation of the kidney embarrasses our c\- 
amjna&ms; secondly, that ucrangement of the function of the kiiln(‘\s produces 
simikir symiptoms to those w'hich result from >arious affeefioas of the bladder 
and ^reten{ thirdly, that pain is by no means a constant attendant upon renal 
(Used^. If we are to rely upon the statement of most pathologists, acute pain 
is the almost inseparable attjpndant upon inflammatioii of the l^idi)e\s; it is not 
denied that such is frequency the case, but M. B. affirms that he has observed 
the most decided marks of renal inflammationintfac bodies of patients, wlio liad 
never.comphdned of pain ill the region of th^kidneys. This absence of pain 
msy be more easily conceived, when w'e reflebtthat tlie kidneys in a luitural stat-^ 
are but slightly sensililc. Violent pain is not seldom complained of in tlic region 
pf the kidneys, when no disease of them is to be detect'd. The presence of a 
cevtain. miantity blood or pus in fixe urine, when there exists no disease of 
is a aytnptomof some.-^lfectiun of the kidney; \^hen to this symp- 
united a smart attack of the existence of nephiv'is may; be strongly 
premmed. At the commencement of the d^casc, if both kidneys are affectetl, 
ao almost total suppression of urine takes ]>1ace. Chronic nephritis, like most " 
oth.evinternalinfisunmations of a chronic character, produces a slow fever, which 
destroys the patient by throwing him into that state teiincd renal consumption. 
When the affected kidney continues the performance of its functions, tlic urine 
is muph altered in its appearance, but sometimes it ceases Iftsccrcti*; the urine be¬ 
ing formed only by the healthy kidney, presents no unusual ai^iearance, and the 
du^gnogit of the disease is then ej^^mcly difficult. If botli kidneys are simul- 
taReoftsly diterganistti^^ that a mal cessation of tlie secretion of urine takes 
piece, the sanac pheh^ena will occur as we observe in animals in w liich bddi 
ureters arc tied, or bo^ kidneys removed: violent fevers ^quickly arise, and a 
strong smell of urine is exhaled 6*0111 the body. Is hypertropliy of the kidneys 
ev^t the cause of diabetes^ M. B. is not fui’iiished with sufficient facts to jiis- 
li^ him in giving a positive answer to this question, but he has observed hy- 
piqitrophy of the kidneys W’here the patie*iit liad been iWFected with diabetes, 
'rile uret<^fc‘,like all other parts of tlie body, may sun'er from iiiHammation, and 
undergo jjpous alterations of structure in conserpience; tlicir canals may be 
much eljjargcd, diminished, or entirely obliterated; dilatation of the ureter may 
arise froifi any cause which obstructs the free passage of theurine into the blad^ 
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der; contraction or obhtcratioti may follow from any accidental compreasion from 
inflammation of the intc'rnal membrane which lines the 0r from the ces- 

.sation of the ]>asHag’e of the urine throug’h the canal, f^m the fanctidn of the 
kidney beinjf no longer performed in consequence of diiease. The S 3 mptoms 
of affections of the ureters are as obscure as those which atte'od diseases tf the 
kidneys. If both canals are obliterated at the same time, deam would speedily 
result; but if one ureter only fs obstructed, the calibre of the other ifrill be in¬ 
creased considerably, from the additional duty which It will have to pefAStUI hn- 
der such circumstances. In support of these observations, M. Bouinaad details 
several interesting cascs.^-«^rna/ Complemeniture^ 1828. * 

22 . Chi the .SnaiomieafCkaractera of Tumours, designated hy the names of Upo- 
ma and steatoma. By A. N. Gbspiiix, M. D.—Dr. Gendrin has pubfi^ied in his 
Journal for May last, a very interesting metpoir on tnis subject. ’nLurfoUowing 
are lus conclusions; 1st. LiponfU’s arc evidently adipose tufiiours, as has been 
known since the time pf Littre, who first described thAn. 2d. The structure 
of the adipose tissue of tlicsc tumours, differs a little from that in norzhal fatfy 
accumulations, and in local polysarca. 3d. That lipoma’s ^though implanted in 
the subcutaneous •clUilar tissue, have an independent life, since they redeivc 
vessels wliich liavc a special distribution, and which are isolated from the a<yA- 
cent parts by a b«l of cellular tissue, not adipose. 4th. That lipoma’a beiiij^ 
thus accidental adipose organs, have, in their own organization, the princi¬ 
ples of their dcvclojiment and of their growth, which is sometimes very rapid. 
5th. Finally, that their complete extirpation is the only means of cure;, that it 
can be performed without .any other danger than that necessary from Ibe inci¬ 
sions, and that it will always be followed by a radical cure, when the iticfsioiis 
are linfilcd lo^lhc ctdlulai* bed which isolates these tumours. 

Steatomatus jirescnt themselves in two distinct states: Ist. Jdiperfcct. 2d. 
Degenerated or softened. Tlie following arc M. Gendrin’s concliiamns respect- 
icig them. 1st. That ^teatoma’s differ essentially from lipoma’s even'^in their ex- 
tcrnal characters. 2d. Tliat steatomatous tissue constitutes, like sciirhus and 
the cncc]>ludoide tissue, one of thq forms of cancerous affections. It cafi be de- 
velop(‘d in all the organs; it is iftftfih the form of wen, (loupe,) that it is most 
Oequcntly scon. ."d. The steatomatous tissue has in its state of imperfection, in 
its rtatc of softening, and in its state of ulceration, some cliaraCtci^ which dis- 
tiiigiiish it from othereswrinomatous tissues. 4th. It is still, however, a forth of 
carcinoma, since it coincides with the othe» varieties, and even presents dnthc 
lips ulcerations wh(l:h only affect the surfiM^i^and with which it is observed l^at 
individuals from wlioni stcatoihas have beeh extirpated, are liable to be aftpUik- 
cd. Sometimes they are even sinwilt:incou8ly afiected witii carcinomas, titid4r 
' the form of scirrhus, eiiccphaluide, or ulcerated steatoma, either in the same situa¬ 
tion, or in difrerent organs, as Jakes place in those from whom^e ^irrhushas 
been extirpated. 5th. IJiulcvcloped steatoma is susceptible of cicatrizing, when 
it has been wounded with a cutting instrument, tiiough it still continues to ad¬ 
vance. 6tli. 2’hat it a possible, an<l even proper, to remove a portion of a stc- 
atoma which is deeply situated, and which cannot be entirely extirpatjpd,h\or- 
■ dcr to relieve the paticiit*from tlie effect of'tbe sanies and carcinOmaitfos ulce¬ 
ration which occurs at its surface; but tlic aflliputation peffortned^Sn the 

undeveloped portion of the tumour. 

Mr. Ci. offers the flowing general conclusions. Ist That the distinction 
between lipoma and steatoma is founded on well marked semeiologioal and 
anatomical ch:iracters. 2d. That particular attention must he paid to the dispo¬ 
sition and extent of tlic roots of non^ysted wens, before extirpatioiA is attempt¬ 
ed. 3d. 1*hat thesi' wens are accidental organs, which have a peculiar organbfa- 
tion, entirely different from that of the other tissues; hence their development 
can never l^c explained in a satisfactory manner by the anormal or moAid de¬ 
velopment of the part <ir pai'ls in which they are situated. ^ • 
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23. our original department we {lavc inserted a vciy interesting 
case of amnesia by Dr. Jacksox; a case of the same disease has been recently 
met with by Dr. Ghaix.V.t, and is related in the Archives U^n^rale, for 1828. 

A man aged ri^«seven} whilst playing at tric-lrac in a warm room, felt a sudden 
pain in his left temple, and at the same moment lost the power of expressing 
his thoughts, ifis memory betrayed him every time he attempted to use a 
substantive word; all words of that kind being replaced by ammtz and six-cinq^ 
terms used in the gfame he had been playing. When Dr. C. saw'him, his face 
was fluslied, and he complained by gestures, of pun in the left temple, but was 
unaMe to say further than •Ted un aonnez. Every thing was sonnez htsix-cinq 
with him. * ^ 

By the use of copious bleeding, general dud local, and revulsives, he was cii< 
tirely reshwedir; 

24. CtM of Rupture of the Bladder, with fttpdhatiofn of the Symphisis Pubis .— 
•• Astoutjpowerful man) setatSS, was brought to the Worcester Inlinnarv, on the 
5th of June, in the evening, having met with an accident, from a colt roaring 
up and falling upon him, about three hours before. Ifis face was pallirl and 
distressed; pulse very feeble. He complained of great painftiboiit the left liip, 
particularly on modon.. He had not passed any urine siiicc the accident, or fur 
three hours before. The person who brought liim said thattil the lime of the 
accident he was intoxicated. 

** A gum catheter was passed, and left in the i)]ad(lcri about a ])int of bloody 
urine drawn off. He was ordered half an ounce of brandy every two hours. 

*• Juris6IA.—The pulse had got up. There w’asvcr)'extensive ccchymosis over 
the pu1>e9 and both groins; great tciulcrness and tension over the abdomen; no> 
stool; vomiting very frequent. , 

Applr. Hirud. xxx. abdom.—R, llyd. Submur. gr. x.—Pulv. JaUip. gr. x. 
fiat. bol. j. stat. sum.—Mist. Cath. quartis horis.—Adhib. Enema vesperc. 

^774.—Vomiting continues of dark*co1uured matter; pulse h:i^ly pcrccptibler: 
intellect clear; no stool; urine flows tlirough the catlietcr. Tension and tender¬ 
ness of the abdomen increased. 

** 8/A-^Died this morning. 

*‘Seetio eadaveris. —^Integuments, and the whole of the abdomen below the um¬ 
bilicus, much contused. The symphisis pubis was separated throughout its 
whole extent, so as to allow tlie thumb to be introduced between the bones. 
The bladder was- ruptured transversely througli the fundus and peritoneum 
covering it, to the extent of about fimr inches. A small qusfntity of urine, mix- 
ed.)lith pus, was discovered in the pelvis. The'intestincs i^iowcj patches of 
infiaihmation here and there; and about tlifcc inches of the intestinum ilium 
was quite black, from ccchymosis between its coats.**— Land, Med. and Phys, 
Joum, Sept.lB^S, ^ 

25. Disease of the SlomacJtt in which a well-defined Perforation takes place in 
the TStnies of that Organ^ witJumt asiy Softening of thcirmStructurc. By Dr. (J. 
H. Ebisicaisb.—Case I.—A woman, twenty-two years of age, of roliust form, 
sought asristance for ophthalmia,. under which she (had lalioiired for scvcr.il 
weeks. This ^ect|o& was speedily subdued. Dr. E. was then informed that 
for mai^^ years the parent had suffered, almost constantly, from a triin of syufj)- 
toms which would ha^y have been suspected from her general appearance of 
good.health. The only mark of ill health was a slight paleness of tlicfaec. At 

of eighteen she began to menstru^c, and, after itaving continued regu- 
laipfbr about a year, the menses ceased, without any evident causo^ For some 
nXUlths she fontinued in good health. aI the end llfis jicriod, the digestive 
functioi^ much disturbed: her stomach ceased to bear her accustomed foo<l; 

even tl^jKhtest aliment produced considerable pain in tlie stomach, acid cruc- 
tatioiis,^d pains in the prccordia. These symptoms gnidually increased both 
in duration and severity, andfrcquently appeared suddenly after the patient had 
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eaten. Vomitings soon took p^e some hours after food had been taken; half- 
digested aliment, mixed with mucus, wasthrown from the stomach. The symp¬ 
toms were not, however, relieved by the stomach being uius freed from its con¬ 
tents. At length the vomiting became almost constant, even after the mildest 
foodf but it was not so violent. The symptoms were not yet, however, so se¬ 
vere as to confine the patient to bcih or prevent her from fAlowing her or¬ 
dinary occupations, excepting occasionally for a few hours. The nutrition of 
the body did not appear to be much diminished. So &r from ^is being the 
case, there were intervals of some months in wluch the patient enjoj ed com¬ 
parative e^e, and during which the spasms of the stomal were so much dhni- 
nisf^ed as to lead to tlie Impe of radically curing a disease wluch bad been con- 
*^«*'idered more distressing than dangperous. 

**])uring the first two years, a great variety of means were h^ recourse to, 
witliout any avril. The whole tribe of antisj^asmodic^and emmenagciyues were 
exhausted in vain. The menstusfl discliargc did not appear. eThe imperfect di¬ 
gestion, the vomiting, yie dull pain in the region tif thf prsecordia, and occa¬ 
sional attacks of fever, continued without diminution. The patient consequently 
lost all confidence in the power of medicine, and resolved to trust to the efforts 
of nature alone; wMch she did during one year. 

** It was presumed that the derangement of the stomach was produced by the 
total suppression c^thc menstrual clischargc. 

“Having again submittt d liersclf to tlie direction of her physician, she was 
bled in the font; a mixture of cream of tartar, sulphur, and chamomile infusion 
was taken; the feet were frequently immersed in warm water; and tlie lowtr part 
of the abdomen was nibbed with stimulating liniments. 

“ For several months Dr. Kbcrmaicr entirely lost sight of her. He was inform¬ 
ed tliat she w.*^ relieved for a short time by the above treatment, but that all 
the symptoms then returned with tlieir original severity. Ae was still able to 
perform her domestic duties, but was incapable of working in the field, on ac- 
ccunt of the pain*s1ie experienced in bending her body. Pressure did not in¬ 
crease the pain she complained of in the epigastrium. She every day carried 
milk and vegetables the distance of a mile, witliout inconvenience. The menses 
had not appeared. Frequently a&d irregularly spontaneous and easy vomiting 
Ur)k place, two or three hours after she had taken food. 

“ At tlic end of about seven weeks she died suddenly, to the astonishment 
of Dr. E. who had still viewed her malady with little apprehension. 

** Until the day of her death she continued lively in spirit, and capable of 
performing moderate labour. She rose early, took a little bre^ and conee, and 
went into tho garden to gather fruit, which she was to cany to market. She 
was in tlie act of stooping, whciish«ssuddcnly screamed out, with great anxiety, 
• “1 am dying,” unci fell, apparently expiring inthe greatest torture. Her hands 
and feet became cold; she comjjlaiiied of excessive pain in the belly; the thirst 
\v;is inextinguishable, and her general restlessness and anxiety very ^stressing. 
There was now no disposition to vomit. She died in a short time. 

**Upon examining body, a considerable quantity of fluid wtis found in 
the abdomen. ln"thc stomach was found a regularly-formed hole, on t^e ante¬ 
rior part, through which tiie contents had of course escaped into the abdomen, 
together with the large quantity of water the patient bsi4,.taken during the last 
licmrs of her existence. Around this apperture there wM. the slightest ap¬ 
pearance of infiummatioih redness, suppuration, ulceration, or erosion, nor any 
organic lesion whatever. The internal margin of the orifice was perfectly 
smuotli, and the surrounding parts as free from any morbid appearance as -the 
external. Tlic hole, in fact, presente^l the same appearance as one which would 
be made in*a piece of leather witli a punch. 

**Ca8e II.—A .man, fifty years of age, of a sanguine and biUous temperament, 
had complained every two or three months for the last five years, of patn^ in the 
belly. He died suddenly. On the right anterior surface of the stomach, a hole 
about the sixe of a two.fraiicc piece, with callous edges, was found. In the 
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small intesUiics were observed several gangrenous spots. 11 was ascertained 
that, five years before the commencement of tHe symptoms under which he had 
laboure^ he had recAved a severe blow from the pommel of a saddle on th^. 
epigastric region. 

^ “ Case III.—A g^rl, fifteen years old, had suffered for two or Uiree years from 
slight puns in ftie belly. As her sufferings increased, medical assistance was 
sought for. She was found to have all the symptoms of entcritis;Alu: face \vas 
pale and anxiaus) urine small in quantity, and of a deep colour; bowels consti¬ 
pated. The patient could assign no cause for tlie attack. Some years before 
sh^had h^ a similar attack, and since tliis time she had been occasfonally sub¬ 
ject to pains in the stomach.—Ten ounces of blood Vere taken. A clyster witli 
castor-oil wu ^Iministered, and emollient fomentatiofts applied to the abdomcr 
She died an. hour. 

itwrhm .—The omentum adhered to the peritoneum, and 
at diffeMiit pbintsstp the intesdnes. The abdbmen contained a good deal of 
serous fluid, mixc<l wKh coagulable lymph. Throughput the small intestines 
there were traces of inflammation. The large intestines were also sligliflyiii- 
flamed in different parts, and much distended with ur. The liver was smaller 
and paler than usual. The stomach was empty, and inflamoll in different spots. 
Near the cardiac extremity a circular hole was found, of about nine lines in di¬ 
ameter: its edges were smootli and regular. At the opposit^sidcofthe stomach 
there was anotlier perforation, of an oblong form, but not passing entirely through 
the external membrane. It appeared as if it had been once completely perfu- 
ratec^l^t that the orifice had subsequently closed. 

A robust man was attacked with a fixed pain in the epigastrium, 
acoompamed by so distressing a throbbing that he was twice bled. After his 
meals, he vomited both solid and liquid food. For a long time hp confined him¬ 
self to a very light^iet, but without any benefit. For a considerable period he 
suffmd from attacks of fever, the pain and vomiting still continuing. He was 
frequently bled. He at length threw up a considerable quantity of blood, mln- 
gleo^wlA pieces of substance, some reseroblmg liver, and others like fragments 
of Ac villous coat of the stomach. For about fhrce weeks he went on with oc* 
casioiial variations in the severity of his tymptoms, when, after a very sc^ ere 
accession of pain and vomiting, he fell a saenfice to the disease. <- 

*‘Upon examination, the abdominal viscera were found swimming in a mix¬ 
ture of oil and other liquids which the patient had tsAen. I'lic stomach w'as 
from adhCttom to any of the surrounding parts, and without any traces of 
inflammation. On the ri^t and Ulterior part of the small curvature a round 
hole was perceived, about six or seven lines in diameter. 4'he ivterior of the 
stomach was perfectly free from any tmceaof Inflammation. The internal ori¬ 
fice of the penoration was much larger than the external. The edges, examined * 
with the finger, appeared hard, solid, and of a/cartilaginous nature. 

Case V.—A man, twenty-eight years of age, had been frequently troubled, 
during his youth, wt^ affections of his stomach, which had been attributed to 
worms. For many years he enjoyedanapparentiy good state of health. Without 
an^ previous indisposition, he was attacked suddenly one evening with violent 
pam in the belly, which almost bent him double. He was carried home on u 
board, and ^rew freoi his stomach some bread and wine wliich lie had taken 
in the momi^. Affibilar mode of treatment was adopted to tliat in tiic ab5vc 
case^ but without eftect. He died in a few hours. « 

** •^peitrances on di»»erlion,^The contepts of the stomach had escaped into 
tho abdomen. At the small curvature of the stomach, about an inch from the 
pjdoruSi a was found, about a line aqd a half in diameter, androunded as if 
it had been made with a punch. This hole was surrounded by a red’eireJe. 'I'he 
interior of the stomach, and every other organ, wc. ' perfectly healthy'. 

‘*CiOX yi.—Uesgranges attended a woman who for four years hot! been sub 
.ieet tp p^ins in the stomach, from the severity of which she at length died. 
She never vomited. A similar apeilurc was found in the stomach to tlialabovc 


f 



Pathology. 455 

* 

'described. In otlier respects tlie stomach was pcrfectlyf healthy. The intes- 
tines were sli^^htly ind^med. * . 

**Cas]i YJl.—A man liad been subject for a conaiderame Uoi^to pains in the 
Stomach. He hud sometimes long intcryala of ease. He gradually emaciated. 
Yomiting took place; and, after great and tedious suffering, he died. The py> 
lonis was found in a scirrhous state. Two apertures were seen^ the stomach, 
one an inch in diameter, the other rouchsm^er. There was no appearance of 
inftammatlon In any part.*’*—Z«ond. Med. and Jowm, Oct, tL828| from the 
Joitmal Cornplementaaref July^ 1828. 

• ... • 

26 . Ilemiple^n in a CldM nine months oldf produced hy the Mather giving it 
fJtc Breast immediately after being in a Violent Mage. —Dr. BsiiLTn observes in 
the Ncue Jahrbriicher, Vol. II. 1827, that he lias met with a cait^dOf this kind. 
'I'Ik. little patient recovered in a few days.— BuU. de^Se. 

27. Polypus of the /Zcor/.—M. Ukjacci, of Florence, fndhtions a case where 

a well organized polypds was found after death in the heart. A young woman, 
ulFcctcd with some disease of the heart, supposed to be antmcurismal dilatation 
of the left ventricles after having bueu treated with digitalis and other mtpahs, 
died on the 18th of December, 1827. On examination of the body after death 
there was found, a^oiig other things, a body of a fleshy axjpcarance, similar to 
that called sarcoma, in the left v enti iclc of the heail. This ventricle, very 
much enlarged, had its w.nlls much reduced in thickness. From the interven* 
tricular partition arose one of the roots of the morbid production. Anc^^root 
took its rise from the aiu‘ieiilo<Ycntncular valve, by two peduncles. two 

united, and formed a roimd body, two inches and two lines in length,'Which 
terminated by^a ragged point, tlic surface of which ihd not appear covered by 
any membranous layer. On tlie external surface of tlie polypus were seen three 
reddish flllcts, which, arising from the camea: columnae, extended to the mor> 
bid production, add apxieared to be lost in its substance. These, examined.with 
a good lens, were found full of reddish fluid, and were recognised as sanguife¬ 
rous vessels. In order to prove the fact the more satisfactorily, two of the fil¬ 
lets were injected with mercury. 'One of them burst at the distance of an inch 
fram the introduction of the tube, but tlie other was completely filled, and ex¬ 
hibited its divisions and ramusculcs, which became lost in the substance of the 
polypus. The polypus, attentively dissected, was discovered to be formed of 
four or five fibrous strata, superposed one upon the otbei^,'^and intimately 
uii'ited. The authorVemarks that ^ese observations do not permit a doubt that 
this polypus ^vas p^pcrly organized, and tliat its formation took place before 
death.-^n/o4yge« Firmze, Feb. 18^. 

• _ I I 

28. Enormous Hypertrophy of the Hearty Dr. Johnsox saw the patient, 
(Dr. Cox,) about December, 1827, and examined his chestwith attention. The 
action of the heart was observed to be excessive—*^the organ beat over a large 
space—tlic arteries tlufibbed violently—the jugular veins pulsated—the ** bruit 
rA was very distinctly heard—the respiratory sound was audibly in all 
Xiarts of tlic chest, which afso sounded well on pcrcussiom. Dr. Qox appeared 
vc^ much z^^itated and nervous; it was, therefore, hop^ that at least, of 
the great action of the heart was attributable to nervousl^^itatiw. The coun¬ 
tenance was pallid, and inclined to be sallow—the breatblhg was disturbed by 
exertion, especially by ascending stairs or high g^und. In other respects, 
there was no apparent disorder of any organ in the body. Each subsequent 
examination tended to increase tlic fqar, that active enlargement cl the heart 
was going oh, and, in tfiis opinion. Dr. Clark, and several other medical friends, 
cnnciin*cd. It was rather remarkable, however, that two or three glasses of 

Kur nmcb addiiioiial luformaUun ni>nn tliki vvrj Hitrn'iting, end as y<-l »1isrurr_ 

|'■.‘ad<‘rs may rciiihuU thi* llictionnnitY-di " iictt Mi**!. Toin»* JH.VI. p. Vi4, art " H'uration, illus- 
iiuti-d liy plam." 
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wine invariably lessei^d the action of the heart, and ameliorated the patient^ 
distressing feelinn^^^pecially the pain in the re^on ei the heart, of which 
Dr. C. often co^lfuifed. Local depletion, counter-irritation, digitalis, and diiv- 
retics, were long iad Vigorously employed, but not, we believe, with any de¬ 
cided effect. Dr. J. lost sight of the patient for seven or eight months, and did 
not see him till^e 10th of Augpist, ten days before the fatal termination of the 
disease. Ur. Cox called on Dr, Johnson, and stated tliat his complaint had je- 
cently taken dh entire new turn. The distress in Ihe region of the heart was 
g^reatiy initiated, and his principal suffering's were referred to t]re epigas- 
triihn, whitm so exquisitely tender, and wj^hal so prominent, that a 
phyiician tli^1i''^^niing thought there was acute luHammation and enlarge¬ 
ment of On examination of the chest, there did not appear to 

any cha;M|M^BK^phyaic|l sigpis of hypertrophy of the heart—on the contrary, 
they have increased^ But the tenderness and pain in tlieepig^- 

trium,'(wSOTeTny^j^e way, there was a trciAendous pulsation,) masked the 
other feelings, or ci\j(rosa^ Dr. Cox*s entire attention. Leeches, blisters, 
two general bleedings, gave Tittle or no relief. Tlie breathing became so dm- 
baiTpfied that he was obliged to be propped up in bed, and he expressed liim- 
self Aiji,'a]ways on the brink of siiffoctation. In this dreadfi# state he lingered 
till Wednesday, the i20th of August, when death put a period to his sufferings. 

The body was examined by Ur. Hodgkin, in presence dt Mr. Momih, Dr. 
Job^^n,/|U^ tw'o medical students. The surface was slightly tinged yellow, 
aim tk^Uhkles were cedematous.’ In llie cliest there vere better than three 
pinWiMe^ish serum, but no marks of inflammation. The heai-t w as so cnor- 
moinra^ilarged, that neither Dr. Hodgkin, Mr. Morrali, nor Dr. Johnson, had 
evef^R&'ii one of such a size before. I'lic cavities were dilated as well as the 
parietes.thickened. There was nothing the matter with the mitral or tricuspid 
valVesi but one of tlie semilunar valves of the aorta was dilated into a pouch that 
wcudd receive the end of the thumb up to nearly the first ioint. The inner 
coat of the aorta, opposite to this valve, was thickened and irregularly raised. 
There was no other morbid appearance io. thie^erial system. The lungs, <-s- 
pecially on left side, were condensed, btl^Aot like hepatization from inflam' 
znation* Ihi'jthe upper lobe of the right Itmg was found some small ma.sses of 
calcareous deposit, and the remains of a tuberculous excavation, compIetAy 
lined with a ^ning membrane, and communicating with one of the bronchia. 
The Uver wasnther smaller tlian u.sual, hard, and curiously mottled with yel¬ 
low and red s|i£fiB|^ so as to present an extremely diseaaecj appearance. The 
spleen was very much indjmted, and carnified. But the most remarkable phe- 
ntoienon in the abdomen, iihis the state of the mucous mcmlTranc of the stomach 
and intestines. Besides a very minute inj<^lion of the vessels, the membrane ^ 
was, in a very g^at extent of surface, completely wdemaions. I'he rug:e in the * 
Intestines presented the appearance of bladdcm filled with a thick but prctly 
clear fluid, as in some bliatm. 

Dr. Hodgkin was of opinion that the state of Ihc semilunar valve in the aorta, 
as above detsuled, mi^ht be the cause of the hypertrophy, as not only keeping 
up irritatioii in the neighbourhood of the ventricle, but as checking the issue 
at blood firqipi the of the heart. The .writcr'of this notice cannot en¬ 

tirely coindde witUteH. on this point. The action of all tangible artcijes 
was in propoition to^bt of the beiui, and there did not appear to be the least 
cheejk to the Isstie from the ventricle into the aorta.* The paliant had had acute 
rh^uimitism, and this, combined perhaps yith a faulty constitution from birth, 
m^ have determined the disease of the heart. The dissection was interesting 
in another point of view. It showed the natural cure of a tubetcCLlous cxcava- 

* Thp a Hof blood, however, pnu this eniarg;ed valve, at «*aeh «ti Kpof ihe ventricle, was (‘vidcntly 
the cause ** iruif de or ** Mroke of a saw,” w htrh was hfnrd cbm-ftpondiiii^ with the |>ul«r 

and thewflncular contractions. It is difflenlt to conrciv<* thecau$<'orthis(*nuii|P'>m^it of thr ^alvt\ 
in a diMlPhri contrary to the ntrrrnt of the Mood. The only way in which it can be accounted i'oi, 
a frai^ent attempt at rrtroffradat.-nn in iho circulation tlin*ii{'li the aorta, as it it only then that the 
i* riiiliiiiar ralves can 1^* put on the iiit-teh. 
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^—ill aSort, Dr Cusmust, at one time, Have Iiad tubercJiJoua expectoration, 
or, ill other word^ phtmsia. Considering tliat two, if not three, of hia brothers 
died of phthisis, it is reiliid^tablc tliat a broken'down tube' ' ' ' * ’ - - 

'n^nated favourably in such a constitution. There were 
however, in the lun^. The patient bore his ^readful t 
last ten days of his life, with heroic firmness of mind, althoug] 
of tlie fatal nature of the malady!— Chxr. JRev, Oet, 1:828. 
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29. On Tuhercles.’^Wr. I}ovx.xairD, in a very erudite and intclesting paper 
on the accrdcntal hetcralogue tissues, in the Journal Jxa VoL Jk., to 

which wc have already call^ the attention of our readers,* esiiblishes the Ibl- 
. lowing facts, respecting ike mode of production' of t|it>erole8^||^ whic}|f;we 
quote as confirmatory of the views of Dr. Alison; see p. 434. | 

1st, I'iicy are the result of a species of morbid secretiou. 

2d, This secretion, like all the normal seci^tions, occnifSjQn^SSjHwfluence 
of an active sanguineous congestion. ^ C 

3d, -They can be developed .*is a result of local fi^amiAtion, or under the in¬ 
fluence of a meclianical irrigating c.ausc, without predisposition, and that cpnse* 
qucntly, it cannot be admitted that they arc developed without an appreciable 
cause, and, in consequence of a general affection. 

4t)i, That there arc some cases on the contrary, where it is iinpossible opt to 
admit this predispo^tion, of some cause upon which wc wouldlhakeit depkttdi 
causes, wliicli in the present state of the sci^^c, must be rc^rded 'as hjp^- 
thcllcal, and which arc the alteration of the fluids, alteration of the 
tcni, hereditary constitutions, &c. 

'I'he actual state of our knowledge respecting tubercles, may be ac¬ 
cording to Dr 11., to tlic following positive facts. ^ 

1st, Till! lulitrculous matter Is a variety of pus, Uie principal chajHH^r of 
which is its disposition to concrete. 2d, It is produced by a species 
secretion. 3d, Ik is at first deposited in a liquid state, and copt^tes fit w igtme 
clreumfcrcncc to (lie centre. 4tb,.>It,may occur in all the organs capabm jof 
secreting pus. 5th, It can assume, wf^out being different itself^ diflkretitfo^s, 
which np])e:ir to depend only on Mte Conformation of the pailit^ar in 

wkicli it is situated; tlius it may k^mfiltrated, in round, or izregultf/itT^es, 
ejsted or free. 

’J'he liypothetical state of our knowledge on this subject, consists in the fol¬ 
lowing qiicslions, towarcA the solution of which, researches maj^e usefully di¬ 
rected. 1st, Is there ivpaVticular solid oiganic element, which ei^^Rpl^el^prodfices 
tuberculous mattcri 2(1, Is tlicre'a particular altera^n of the blopcf, or of the 
other fluids, fii tlic State called the tuberculous diath^is^ 3d, Upon what o^het 
•(';msc cun tlic mudiitcatioii of constlAitlon, which predisposes to the formattli^ 
:>f tuberculous matter dejieiul' 


MA'l'ERIA MED1C4* 

.iO. 0/1 //ii. ThrrapLutir*Properties of Morphine^ By^^|iLT.-y bit- 

tcii»t;tste ill tlu' luoiitli, is, arcor^g to M. Hally, tile c^jH^ifecilMOT^ac^ on 
the nioutli and u sophugus by morphine. *'It occasions lfPo^rst,'!p|pess of the 
Nmgue or gums, or svfcUing of tlic tonsils. 'When ^veh'in mweiktis- doses, 
luorplitue produrt-s no loss of appet^e or jmy other disorder of die digMtivc 
functions; wherein it differs greatly in its cflmts from belladonna. & mosfcon 
Milntions, however, it produces vomiting, if administered in full doses. This 
propci'ly it a]>iicars to possess in a very high degree, which is a great obstacle 
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to its bein^ used as ^ medicine. To avoid this effect, tli(l dose at rirst(should bls * 
very small, and shodid be very gradually and ^autioMslyIncreased. 

** The princip|i|[ evect produced by morphine oA^oiutcstinal lube is consti> 
pation; hence ij^fi^wbe advantageously administered in cases of diarrlicca. But* 
M. Bally has l^iown several instances, where, after producing a constipated' 
state of the bowels at first, a cdhtinuance of the medfeine has brought on an 
abundant discharge of fecal matter. It sometimes produces colic pains about 
the region of the navel, but these are generally of short fhir^tion;‘and they 
cease of theipselvCs, even when the medicine is continued, if the dose be not 
regularly increased. The author has some reason to consider the n^ddiciiie as a 
vermifuge he relates cases, where, unde^ its use, worms have been 

discharged $y^Oimting. It is not improbable, however, that if any other cinc^ 
tic substan^^BUbecn administered in tliese cases, the same effect would have 
resulteiLi^nByiiexamined the intestinal canal in some instances in whic h mor¬ 
phine tfut he co^ld never discover any particular effects ])rO' 

duced'^^t on the mucous ^embrane, probably owing to the smallness of the 
doses. ^ ^ s 

With respect to the urinary organs, the action of morphine is very decidetl 
on bladder. In^almost every instance it produces a difficidty of passing the 
urittk and this amounts sometimes to a complete rctentioifj but tlie dysuvia gc- 
ncQsIly ceases as soon as the mecUclne is omitted. This property of morphine, 
however, only ihanifests itself in men: M. Bally remarks ttfat the remedy never 
pill^uces^e least difficulty ofi^sing the urine in females. This is an extraor- 
dlnan^^^a&ological fact. Morp^ie produces no sensible effect on the kidneys. 
ThdiM&ld^^ of urine neither increases nor diminishes under its use, nor docs 
the^AS^^of the fluid beedme sensibly changed. 

^^BSally states in positive terms that the vascular system is by no mcinis 
e¥cite(|.by exhibition of morphine in moderate doses. IfcChitiks that ttie 
r<U^n-Wluch has Induced some physicians to consider the remedy as an cxcli- 
beeafldin observing its effects where very large dos^s had been admi- 
nMeiied, and*where the functions of the circulating system were disturbed" in 
common with those of all the other organ^ ,The author relates several cases in 
support of bis bpinion respecting this poMti^d in conclusion he states, that if 
the remei^^ave any eficct at all on the mWt and arteries, it is a sedative, 
an exciting effect. 

** In the next place wc are informed that morphine has no tendency to ])ro- 
dnee hemorrhmmL that it has no emmeiiagogue properties, that it will not ])rr)- 
vplce^nas^ hdipMAageSy npr produce hcmopt^si.s tliat H y ill not allay cotigli in 
a satisfacto^ manner, not diaphoretic, tliat it has*no influence in the 

|irOducrion of heat, that not oppress respiration, tliatit proUiiccs no flush¬ 
ing of the face or symptoms of asphyxia. * « 

**The exhibition or morphine gives rise, in verj' many instances, t<j an inlo- 
lerable itching of the skin. The irritation in come cases extends all ovi-r the 
sux&ce, in others itis partial, confined more particularly to the nostiils, neck, 
loins, and the genital organs. The itching is not uncommonly accompanied by 
a cutaneous eruption. * 

■ hnun and nervous system are the pails upon which morphine exerts 

Its inflUftfliHe mostifiuticularly. * 

_ k ation of the muscidair' system arc sym])toms somctincs 

produce^ li^^e rSBSlg, if continued for a length of time. It has also t lie properly 
ofoOcasioni^ dimneis of sig^’whicli renders it an imprtjpcr remedy in aiiiaiiro- 
Bally, having never adini^sterechmorphine in very large doses, cannot 
oyciAwith^ ositiveness whethen^ not it havo the property of occasioning di¬ 
lution pupils, but his opinion is that it has not.. A young man took, in 

rnnisti^llfea pm tfwitaining three gp^lna of it; in this case no dilatation of the pu¬ 
pils tfK place. In cases of poi^ning with opiuni, we have witnessed tiic pu- 
to the apparent size of pins’ heads. 'I'he author lus noticed si- 
produced by’he acetate of morphine. MM. Orfiia, Magcndie, f>u- 
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puy, anrf Barthelemyktate that tlie pupils invariably dilate in expenmentswitli 
morphine on animals.\ Rcroec^n^ this fact, M. Bally 
^dog«, cats, and horses has irmobility much jgreater than pijgrf man* 


,dog«, cats, and horses has «*inobihty much greater than pn^^inaQ* 

“ Morphine appears to possess all the se^itive eiFectsfyl^^iiltnj^jind the ac¬ 
tion of both on the system is very similar, 'fhe former^ hpv^tri ik not liable 
to produce head-ache and the other symptoms of excitement w^Tch usually fol¬ 
low the Cixhibition of opium. The stimulating effects of opium have been ge¬ 
nerally attribilted to the narcotide which enters into its co^osition; but some 
chemists arc of opinion that the latter substance is nearly inert wBten deprived 
of morphilic, and that tlic stimulating properties wWch it appears to po^ess 
kvhen administered to aninfids, depend upon some portion tX ino^hinc remwn- 
;ng in combination with ft. It is scarcely necemry Ho notice a combina¬ 
tion of these two substances may possess medicinal propea^^^W^ different 
from those of either singly. Although pui'e narcotineinay:^jy |^j to^tB effects 
on the system, still by its combiAation witli fhorpbine its pifeplHies will 

bc*flevcloped, and will jnodify the therapeutic *jifopetjles of the latter sub¬ 
stance. 

‘ ‘ Morphine and its salts have not yet found their way intc^oneral use amongst 
medical men. Thi#is rather to be regretted, as their medicinal proper^^^-are, 
so far as observation has hitherto proved, better adapted than those of tipiOm, 
for the purposes fa* which this is usually administered. 


one grain of morphine. Accoi*ding to this proportion, it mighljw^^^ted 
that a given quantity of morpliine would have fifteen time's the ef«e^^p|t the 
s\ htem that tb^p s.ame' quantity of opium would produce.^ This is how ever by no 
means the case. M. Hally obsen’es that it may be admittcdi as 
that a grain of the aqueous extract produces greater drowsine^thann'l^^glter 
t/'a grain of its saliliable base. This is a circ\imstance well w^y ofatWMpn. 

“ in summing up his observations.on the action of morpl^tt^* M. 6^7^ oi- 
^ ides its elFects into the direct attd Indirect. The former are naUse^ vpiniting, 
g'ii'ilralgia, eructations, constipatkliji? and intestinal pains; tiic latter ye ischum, 
iiTihing, and all the cerebral sympiwins. It is to be observed,^ 
iiiost of these symptoms occur only when the remedy is administered in largo 
or frc(|ucnt doses. These is one very important advantage likely to result mom 
the employment of the active principles of vegetable sub8ta^g|»as merepeutic 
agents, namelv, tliaf they may beintroduced into Ac tystem ^wough me me- 
«lium of i\u‘. ^kin, ii sufficient quantities to affeCt.fl^,constitution. Inaepend- 
enily of the ddUcnlty with which wg sometimes metit o^emut^ng indiywraals, 
particularly children, to take medicines, the stomach is often so irritable, m to.rc- 
jfct every thing in the form, ^)r under the name, of medicin&‘ M.13wlysays 
that he has met with great success in a<liiiinistering tlic active principles of 
some remodii's in iliis way, which he calls the sttb-^iderm^ method. It consuls 
in removing the cpidormis by means of vesicatofji^ and m applying the awve 
substances to llic^surfacc of the true skin. Ofw® persons affect^ with ew^ 
or ])aralysis of thediands, the one was cured !“ i 

a halfofslryclmine, administered accordingtO this m^dtiaily^^^ OthCT had 
re*covcrcd llic use of ... j hand entirely, and very nca^W^ ot the 

ether when M, Hally .wrote liis memoir. Moz|i|^e in.p«ticim«*paucefl won- 
dciful effects in rheumatism, lumbar ncuralnia'-^^ sciatica, wen en^loyed 
according to the sub-epidermic metAod. ' fimways gives case, as.soon'US it is 
brought in contact with the skin; and pati^ complwof great tWinente when 
its em]>loymcnt is clisebntinued for any time.’*—X»onlwi ond Svrgtca 

Jtnimah Oct. 182R./rom the Mthnoires dcVJIca^ie Roy. 

;;t. Muritd€of.dmmomit.-~Tiv. T. T.. HVHFrxLr has ascertained that finely 
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pondered muriate on^uiimouia, united with gray mercujkal ointment! and the ’ 
extract of cicuta, is an excellent application for elFectii|g the disappearance of 
lymphatic tuTnoi^;aM indurations, arthritic depontions, as well as rheumatic^ 
indurations an<f i^higoigements.— Bulletin dea Sc. Med., Jan. 1828, from Arehiv. 
fur Mediz.'Erfaif%mg,\B2G. « 

»‘i2. New Mode of AdminUtering Quinquina.^Dr. P. Richkt, of ^etz, relates 
in his thesis presented to the Faculty of Mecfime of Strasbourg,^ec. 30,1826, 
four cases 6f ^facial neuralpa, which, after Ksisting the ordinaiy trcatnient, 
yi<dded to tbe^^ininistriirioB of powdered quinquina, one grain, and snuff, two 
grafts, mixei^^iihd used as snuff. The above dose always sufficient, and 
in from twa '^jlhree days the patients were cured as'if by enchantment. ^ 

33. Dockkii, surgeon of the Windsor Castle, Eastln- 
diamani^KSrsade^ report oo thc*efFects of tlus important agent in the destruc> 
tion of unwholesome ^‘ffluvils ,between the decks of ships. As the vessel ap¬ 
proached tlie tropics, they sprinkled tlic orlop decks with tlic solution twice a 
wcekj and they foimd that it completely succeeded in removing the disiigreca- 
hle, close smell which always prevails when a number of persons are confined in 
A liitilted space, and without a free circulation of air. Mr. Docker attributes a 
great deal of the good health of the crew and passengers tq.thc agency of Ihc 
chloride.*, 

**Dtu4ng th^ stay at Saugurisland, in the mouth of the Clanges, the gun- 
deck^’M^ ^gularly sprinkled, morning and evening, with the solution. The 
eonB^p^C(fr» (he ^nks,) was a comparative immunity from cholera, which 
was n^ng fatally in the other ships. 'I'hc wind blew from tlie shore all the time 
and was loaded with morbific miasmata. In China they used the chloi’idc, and 
escape<f\the dysentery which prevailed in the river Tigris at tfie time. Mr. 
Doctor found the solution of inculculalile value in removing the putrid and dis¬ 
agreeable smelb that are usually generated in the sick-births*'of ships. Ili* also 
verified the efficacy of the solution, as a gargle in ari’csting mercurial pt\ alism. 
In a case of dopghing wound, where all the ort^nary remedies had faiU‘d, ‘ it 
speedily put a £top to the sloughing proceaSf and induced the sore* to take on 
a healthy appearance.' ”— Mcdico-C/tirurgiedl Jiemew, Oct. 1828. ^ 

34. Expeiimenta on the Extraetum Aloes Vvlgnrls.^ By RiriiAnn Battlet, 

Esq.—*‘I.~TTOpounds avoirduppis, or 2 Ihs. 4 oz. 2 [^rs. 48 grs. apotheca¬ 
ries’weight, of^TOe extract edaloes, in the state in which It is imported from 
Barbadoes, imparted to <;S|[^^^stilled water 1 lb. 9 o7. 1 di;.' 42 grs. I'hc so¬ 
lution was of a fine yeUow*l>rown colour; iqi taste intcn.scly hitler, yet free from 
the flavour pec^iar to this species of aloe. * 

fl,— 'rhe resSoQum of I. imparted to hot distilled water 2 oz. 1.5 gi*s. leaving 

4 oz. 2 drs. 15 grs. of undissolved matter. TJie solution was darker than I. in¬ 

clining to purple, less intensely bitter, but having the peculiar flavour of the 
aloe vulgaris. , 

**IU.—^The residuum of Ilv ^parted to alcohol 3 oz. 4 dn*. 48 grs. leaving 

5 .dn. Sff gn. insoluble in this menstruum. The linrturc was of a deep brown 
colour, bitter* and V)B^‘pffenrive''both to the taste and smell. 

. **IV.—Tlip resioQ^^^bf III. imparted to one part of liquor potassa:, dilufcd 
with seven paHs of Wiier, 4 49^*^ 6^' leaving, V.—79^grs. of a dark earthy 
appearancei deprived of all liniirac properties, and void of any qualities that the 
taatc'’tjr smell could detect Ev^!l^e allfiiline solution, IV. of a deep heavy 
bmwn colouj^ was so sl^tly aloc«d as to be nearly insipid and inodorous. 

I. ortne cold volution of the aloe, Sgain reduced* to an extract, the pni- 
fession wjU find at Its disposal a valuable medicine, but the results II., HI., will 
probably t^e found to be too dnurtic, and IV., V., absolutely inert."—.fww/f 
of MutW Anatomy, Uc. Vol. I, Pai^ /. 
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35. 0^ the vinous ^xduTo of the seeds of Cokhicum .^umnale .—^ProfeJMor 
Chkliiia lias ascertain^ that during the use of the above medidne, the propor¬ 
tion of uric acid, in the urine, is very much augmented,mod^e attributes to 
•this fact the benefits wliicb it produces in rheumatism Dr. C. 

has employed the vinoug rincture with success, botli in acut^ind cBronic ar¬ 
thritis, and with advantage also in different forms of prosophalgpa, in sciatica, 
rheumatic ophthalmia, articular dropsies, and some cases <n paralysis of the in¬ 
ferior extfcniities, not produced by an arthritic cause. Dr. C. commences with 
a dose of from 20 to SO drops, a^d gradually and cautiously inCTeases it, till 
signs of givjtric irritation manifest themselves. He has never seen it produce 
ill cHects, but it must be given with caution; he thinks th^ doserrpven by .the 
English j)x*actitioncrs, too*large.— BuUciin des Se, MkL, iMby, iSls, frorti the 
Heidelberg Klinisdic Jlnnalen, Tom. HI. * . . * / 


3G. Caustic iV.?^£.^Profcssor jGnAKrs giwes tlie followti^ for the 
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37. On iht Ihnploymatt of Lunar (Caustic m Plastic TaJlamm(dU)ns-^>^ Mu- 
■ 'ous Membrniu of the Mouth, Nans, Throat, cjfc.—The mucous membrafie lin' 
ing the a!>ove conduits, and also that lining the larynx and trachea, is very sub¬ 
ject to innaimdalioii, and tliis influinmation is often accompanied by an exuda¬ 
tion wliicli becomes converted into a kind of false membrane. 79 afTcetion 
T.acnncc and sonA: others have applied tlic term plastic. It is o^n epidemh^^ 
sometimes spoi*adic. Hut the membranes above-mentioned aresubject to a chro¬ 
nic inflammation of a passive kind, in which the vessels are cnlsiigedy tlibir sc- 
(TC'tjuns increased and vitiated, a^ the patient kept in a very uncomfortable 
slsU* for years. I'hc uvula frequCfitly becomes relaxed and elongated, and by 
( ickilng or ii'ritating the epiglottis, keeps up a hacking cough, which excites 
great alarm in the miiuls^of patient and friends. It is in this complaint, a very 
prevalent one, that an eminent surgeon of t^is metropolis has, eained great re¬ 
putation by cmplnykig lunar caustic in solution, on a sponge 6(%rurii; and very 
freely applied to al^tlic aliove parts as far as they C<^be reached. 

“A Frencli physician, (iM. Geroi^rcl,) lately trsj^ttiitted a memoir on tliis 
• remedy to tlie Society of ;Me(Ucine, in which he relates many cases of its suc- 
f'css in the ])1astic infl.aminatioii alluded to, and recommends tfie caustic tobe 
applied not only to the fauces, fiaix-s, ami parts adjacent, but to be introduced 
into the larynx, where the inflammation has affected that part. M. Gerouard 
fi'i‘(jucntly employs tliij nitrate in substance, carefully fixed in a iulvcr tube, 
straight or crookt'^l. lie observes tliat to cause.tK^ false membranes to be de¬ 
tached from tlie larynx or trachea, it is not always' necessary that jl^^caus^ 
should enter these comluits. Mtis sufficient, ifi many cimm^ to tootit^^e supe- 
riue apeilurc. I liavc seen patients eject membranous soljssritiches in 

length, the day after the rima glottidis was to^ipHed with ^ Authenac 

has also laid Iicfure th^ public some cases whei%ih^ lunar caustic proved very 
beneficial. Dr. llrown, of New York, has phblisbed a paper on the same 
subject, in thy January Number of the Medic&l Recorder for the p]fesent year. 

**]lut wo wish to draw the attentiem of the profession tctiic employment of 
this topical application, in the chronic inflammations and,-relaxations above 
mentioned, as well as in laryngeal aflcctions siilUilating phthisis. Wchave seen 
some cases fcccntly where chronic coughs, accompanied by muco-purulent cx- 
?>ectoniti<»n, that had harassed patients for years, and bafllcd all thrir physi* 
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ci«iU|.gave way, in aiveiy rapid manner, to a few appltations of solution of 
lui& caustic on the Ipongc of a common prob'ang. Th^ee hints may prove use¬ 
ful to mapy of oor brethren. Th6 state of the fauOes should be carefully eza> 
mined in flU cas^ of ihronic cough; and the epiglottis maybe often seen b/ 
pressing down the tongue. That part, and even the rima glottidis, may be al¬ 
ways examined with the finger.*’— Medico-Chirurgieal Review, Oct» 1828. 

38. Piwrpf^l PtriiomtU cured hy the AppUeodum of Ice. —A woman, on flie 
fourth day of her accouchement, was attacked with great weakness, ardent 
thirst, and coniiniia|: vomifing. The abdomen distended, excessively tender on 
pressure, extitine|y pidnful; fhee hypocratic; pulSh hard, small, and frequent; 
lochia suspended. T^e patient was bled, iced diifiks administered, and icy 
applied hours afterwards the symptoms had abated, the 

thirst and had oLased, and the abdomen was less mpAeiidcd and less ])ain- 

ful, on pfniFufe. oThe ice was ccfiuinued to the abdomen; the next day perspi¬ 
ration came Oft; the fbreast filled with milk, the locliia reappeared, and the 
patient entirely recoverecL-^^Journ. dc la. Soc. liny. de*Mcd. ^c. de PouloUfsA 

39;; Ammoniaeal Sulphale of Copper in JRpilepsy. —Hr. lipuAs, of Bernstadt, 
confers theammoniacal sulphate of copper as one of the most cllicacious and 
certain of.the r^mt'dies in purely nenous epilepsy, withoqj complication, lie 
relates Journal, forX^ciober, 1827, five cases in \vhich he employ¬ 

ed it wifh mi^eas. 

cured by Bydriodate of Potass. —Dr. GrEBAnn relates in Uurn*.<i 
.fheMiBee, for July and Almost, 1827, two cases of metritis after accouehcmcnt, 
cured by the hy^odate of potass, lie prescribed three grains this medicine 
in ux ORnces of emulsion, to be taken in the twenty-four hours. The rcmoily, 
it ^ ssid, did QOt produce any influence on the secretion of the milk, or upon 
the health of infant. ** . 

4l/ Trtatmeni of Syphilis tvifltoul Afereury.-^lt appc.ars that this mf)di‘ of 
treatment has many advocates in Gennat^. Dr. Uandschuch, In a worl. re¬ 
cently jriib&hed, mentions, that he treated in the military hos]>ital at tViirz- 
burg, from May, 1819, to February, 1820, one hundred persons; of whom, 
eighty-two had primary, and (eighteen scconilary sy^nptoms by antiphlogistic 
refsedies Rdthout any mci^.uy-. « 

Dr. Oppenimm has obtained equally favourable rcsultsTrum the same mode 
of treatment, in the at Hamburgh. '■ He states ihut4*h(Te tvi:re cured in 

eighteen montlis four hutted and two syphilitic patients. I'licsc remained in 
the hospital average fifty days, whilst formerly, under the merciirijil treat¬ 
ment, they rCTUilned twice that period. Dy. O. commenced by venesection 
from four to twelve ounces, according to the coi»stitution of the patient, and 
this was repeated on the second or third day, when the patient still com]))aiiied 
of pain in the ulcers. The patient, during the whole period of trealim nt, 
romained in bed, and he allowed for diet, morning and evening, water 
soup, ^lii&ich was added, at dinner, two ounces oftwhitc bread. Ghuibcr salts 
was adiimfiitcred,UM ^ji% to produce daily three or four evacuations from llie 
bowels. Tlie locdfinktions were treated according to circrumstances. 11uIfo<'s 
were genenAy curcjfty preMfiM, even where fiuctiiatiop w'a.s pci-ccpiihlc. 'I'lio 
paiqiil that arose were not dniSwered of much moment. Where this method did 
ULpt siicceed, emollient cataplasnk;;wcrc ^plicdto accelerate suppuration, and 
then the buboes were,Qpened with the lancet.—/iccAcr’j IMtcrardsc/ic Jbwuhn 

der gesammien JleUkiMe, \%27. * 

42. the Use of Circular lUgalureain Intermittcnfs. —About tliirty ycar.s ago, 
^the ^^^ification of the tourniquet wps recommendt'd by Mr. Kellie', a n.aval snr- 
eon, as a preventive of the p.aroxysm of intermittent fever, and sevenvl in- 

I 
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■Stances a|c recortlcd him la Duncan’s Medical Commentaries, for 1794, in 
which he used it withvucccss. He applied the instrumentVto the arm of one side 
and the thig-h of the o^cr. Some further experiments have recently been made 
4>y Dr. ItoitouAM, on the anti-febrile powers of circular lius^u^^ aiuj.lhc result 
is favourable. The lif^tiires were applied to tlie arm, and m^e stliHciently tight to 
interrupt the superficialVirculation, and to retard th^of the more deep-seated 
vessels. As soon as the extremities beganto redden, the patient felt easier, and 
the sympt?om!irf)f the approaching paroxysiii abated; the cold and trembling ceas¬ 
ed; the pulse became more free, &c. Nearly in all ^e cases DwH. found two 
or three applications of the ligature were sufficient to suppress the fever. 

According to Dr. U. tlie^ollowing rules are to be observed: l|t I'lie most 
javoiirable time for the abdication of circular ligatures is the be^^nning of the 
Cola stage, wlicn they seldom fail to suppress or mitigate the ftti. iThey have 
much less effect in the middle of the paroxysm, and i^one at^^^il^(eiiig the in¬ 
termission. 2d. In case of sync(^c, the ligii^urcs must be the patient 

usually bears them better after some time. od. If jffie ligatur^ am too tight, they 
n»ny product; tlangerons»symploms, and even sulfooktion. * 4th. The application 
f»f circiiliir ligatures has an elfoct correspondent to blood-letting. 

4.J. Pinsanhic;. —^?)r. PAttAs i.i of opinion that the best antidote to be'admi¬ 
nistered in the first instance, in all cases of ])(Msoning, whatever may be toe na¬ 
ture <)f I lie poison ^ikcn, is water. lie says that oil, which has been recommend- 
etl as an anlidolt; for cantharttles, dissolves tho active princip^^ tliat, article, 
ami aggra\ates all its injurious effects. Dr. P. has obtained, iffwe case of poi¬ 
soning i)y a strong solution of potass, nrncli advantage from the uae.of^fte oil 
of sweet almonds.— Memoireji He Mtdccinc MiUtairt^ Kol. XVJI. 

4‘k OhiimciH fur ike lieduction of Glandular Engorgements*—‘T9k,e of the 
strongest mt'rcurial ointment, 94 parts; hydrocldomte of ammonia, 6 puts; mix 
intimately. l*pofe»sor Diipuytrcn, to whom we are indebted for this prescription, 
recommemls fiiclions with the ointment to be made over the places where the 
( iigoi'gcments exist. lie thinks that the stimulant action of ammoniacal salt af- 
fonls powerful assistance to the resolvent qualities of tlie mercurial ointment.— 
Jlffhivps, G^nerakst&c. Sept. 1828. 

45. Trmhncnl of Nynwhomania. —Dr. Oxanam, of J.jon.s, communicated to 
Ihe Itoyal Ac ulcmy of .Vu-dicine, the cure of a case of nymphomania, by touch¬ 
ing the swollen genitaf parts, with a sohitioH of four grains of nitrate of silver, 
in an ounce ofwa'.*er. A sliglit escar resulted froiti this application, and the 
sensibility oftbe ]>arts were decreased, and in four days, by the application ol 
• this mild caustic, repeated twice a tlay, the patient was cured.— Journal Gine 
rol dc Mf‘dccin€y Sept. 1828. ^ 

» , _ 

4(). On Strangury from Cantknride.% and its relief. Ry Jonsr D-vvt, M. D. 
See.'—“Strangury from cantharides, especially wlien applied to the skin for the 
purpose of blistcnng i{, is of siicUfrcqucnl occiftrence, ami generally of such 
short lUiration, that it is cpmmonly thought little of; and I hardly hnpw which 
has received h ast attention from systematic tniters—^^^Xplana^n of the af¬ 
fection or its lelief. 

“Totliose who ;uc conversant in ho.spital^Mactice, 4 jnd. who apply them¬ 
selves to patliological’anatomy, it must be wCO^own that this kind of stran¬ 
gury is connected with phlogosis of#the him? membrane of some part of the 
urinary passages. 1 h.ave observed it most wquently in the pelvis of the kid¬ 
neys, and in’th'c bladdiM- of urine, and occasionally in toe ureters, and in the up¬ 
per part of the urethra. The part affected with inflammation is swollen and 
dark red, from blood extravasated into the cellular stnictiu^, under the epithe¬ 
lium. SonSetimes, when the effect is mopt severe, blood, it is well kqown, is 
actually elfuscd into the passages themselves, giving rise to bloody urino. 
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Sometimes, on the c(latrary, when the cfFcct is slight, cedema, with littld 
redness of the mucoitfi membrane is produced, unattended with strangury or 
any symptom indicating the specific action of the cantb&ridcs on the parts in 
question. ' ^ ! 

During the prevuence of strangury, I need not observe the secretion of 
urine by tlie kidneys is ^ber much diminished or almbst totally suppressed:— 
At the same tifiie, from the irritation of the bladder, a constant desire urges the 
patient to attempt micturition. ^ ‘ ■ 

** The exp^enced practitioner can have little faith in Uic means commonly 

____ .1 ^ .1 ^ __t nr*_ _ __ i.__^ L. .a_ * 



comdence uijhcir efiicacy. The only means of relief which 1 have found aU 
most succe|^ is the introduction of the catheter, used not with 

the idea^dawing off urine, bu^for the purpose expressly in question. It 
should be employed with delicacy and caution^ just slipped into the neck of tlic 
bladder, and kept in dbly a few seconds. The process is seldom very painful, 
and the relief is almost immediate. 

*‘The r.itionale oVthe cftect I shall not attempt to explain, as I have nothing 
but comccture founded on analogy to oflcr on tlic subject?*— Msdin. Med. and 
Sw^^Murn. Oct, 1828. 


47» On the ^ lats of hi^aiuTty and Bleeding, in casefi of Bohoning. —Dr. Vkii- 
NiEBs, has cflBmnicated to the Hoyal Academy of Medicine, a very simple 
ther i | ^u tic measure, which, he says, is applicable in all cases of poisoning 
Some time ago, M. Magcndie ascertained by experiment, that abs(>r[)tion might 
be entirely suspended in a dog, by producing nrtifici:d plethora, by tlic in jee*- 
tion of tepid water into the veins. Starting from this fact, Dr- \ • tried the fol 
lowing experiment; ai\cr having introduced three grains of the extract of mix 
vomica, into a wound in a dog’s paw, he applied a ligature ^bovc the humcro- 
cubital articulation, of the poisoned limb. He then injected sIom ly, by du* 
jugular vein, as much water as the animal could support, without sulU ring 
much; he, finally, opened below the ligature, the vein of the poisoned limi). 
and after having collected some ounces of the blood, he injected it into Ihh ju¬ 
gular vem of another dog, which died instantly, in tetanic convulsions, 'flu 
wound of the first dog, being carefully cleansed, a little ])loud was allowed t<' 
flow, and the animal set a liberty. It gave no sign of ^'loisoning. The prodiu^ 
ing plethora, by injecting water irfto the veins, being've^y incomenicnl, l)i* 
y. suspected t^t this might be obviated by producing lueal plethora, which 
could easily be affected by a ligature modeixitcly tight on liic linTb. I'hc liga¬ 
ture being applied, all tliat is necessary wAUld be, to open one of tlie princijKil^ 
vmns of the engorged part, to produce the flow of the blood charg<*<l with the 
poison. Two experiments arc given by Dr. V., in confirmation of the corret t- 
ness of tliis idea. In one of these experiments,three grains of'tlie alcolu)Iic ex¬ 
tract of nux vomica, were spread over a wound, made in the right clua-k oi‘ a 
small dog. Aflcr a space of ax minutes, during wUich*tlic cxpei'imcnler (om 
pressed we two jugulars with his two t)uimh.s, lie had the jligiilar \ein of tiu 
poisoned side, opened with a lancet; the blood lloN^ed in abuinlanre, ami tIu 
animal placed upon^/eet, suffered no other inconvenience tlian a slight wi^ak 
ness. 

In the other experiment. Dr. V. introduced, under tiic skin, covering tlic 
dorsal surface of the right fore*paw, thre£! grains of the same alcoholic extract. 
and, a strong lig:iturc at the same time, placed around the linih. After five 
minutes application, the poison was removed by repeated washiil^; the woiijul 
being quite cleaned, the ligature was removed, and the animal Iicing put 'tpou 
its feet, walked quietly: but, it was soon seized w..!i tetanic coiuiilsions oft-N 
tremeviolence. A large bleeding from the jugulars was instantly peilbrnicd 
•the blood flowed freely, ami in half a minute the convulsions ceased 'fh* 



OphthaUno . 


4G5 

animal llciiig then pbccU at hbert}', walked as before, rjnly from lime to time 
some rattling* expirations Vere'hcard, which ccsnicd qujckly. Dr. V. thinks, 
^ that in this experiment, the* ligature being too tight, thdartf^ was compressed 
" witli the vein, which prevented local plethora from takmg place, (a condition 
which T)r. V. thinks noccssary for protection against Ute poiim,)and, notwith¬ 
standing the care to wash the wound, enough of the poison twos imbibed to 
cause, after .the removal of the ligature, violent tetanus. From this experiment 
Dr. V. conclddes, 1st. I'liatavcty tight ligature is uselessNlpd. (Vi^iat is more im¬ 
portant,), that even when the poison has penetrated' into the circulation, the 
evil is noif beyond the resources of art, and that it is possible by means of large 
bleedings, to remove it frthn the system. These experiments arc highly in- 
te'*est\ng, and especially,* when taken in connexion with those ofDrs. Pei^|pck 
and Rodrigue, pul)ltshc<l in tlic preceding volumes of this These ex¬ 

periments satisfactorily show tiiat tljc cHccls of thc^poisQA<j^^^ removed, 
more readily than by the mode ^rccommencAd by Dr. ybj applying 
a cupping-glass, or pressure over the poisoned spot, or#a ligature to tlie limb, 
ubo\ c the place wlicrc*the poison has been inserted. 

— • . 

48. fodine in G$uf. —M'c have alrcarly announced, that M. OKjrDAlf,^tl)C 
learned editor of the Journal ticn^nd de Mcdccine, lias employed the .iddiiie 
successfully in go^^. In his Journal for Juhf last, lie slates that further expe¬ 
rience has confirmed its utility. lit* has vai’ied the mode of uring the reme¬ 
dy, having adininister'-d ii to the exterior, as well as the Inte^DT, in frictions, 
baths, va])oi]vs, linctiircs, alkaline suliition, and cneinu, and in no instince has 
he found it productive of injurhais cfftxts. In every case, and he haafib.W tried 
it in t\\ onty-six, the patients were cured in a few days, or their condition rapidly 
ameliorated. ^ 
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4i). On certain mcihnds of treating Chronic Injtammatiofis of J|e latch/ 

tiiM/dftf at the Itoi/u! West minuter O^thntmh l^pital. Ity 11. J. Mr. 

thiiliric sa\s lliat he has f>ccn employing w'th adtanlagc llie following rcmc- 
ilics in chronic oplilludr^ia. 

“1. K. Argcnli Nilralis, gr. ij ad gr. g.; Liq. Plumbi Snbacet. gtt. xv.; 
IJng. Cclacfi * 

“ 2. R. Uydr. Oxynuir. gr. iij. ad iv.; Liq. Plumbi Subacet. gtt. xv.^ Ung. 
t'clarci ^ 

• “ rhe argi iilum niii*atiim ami oxymuriale of mercury must be reduced fii'sf 

1o an inipaipahh: powder, then mixed witli the ointment on a slab, and the 
liquor phimbi addttd. It may be <]one in a glass mortar. A double decompf)- 
silion takes place in cither ointment, wliic.li naturally diminishes the strength of 
eaeli; Init this changettiakcs place sIom ly, particularly in the oxym^iatc <^t- 
meiit, so tlial \vc(Uvs bt'fore they become inert. A very sensib|& differ¬ 

ence is felt l)y the paU^B>ctwecn an ointment only two days made, Cud an- 
ollicr of two or three weeks standing, and the stimulai^^qualities may be cal- 
cu^iiccl according to the state of tlie c*\e, ;*s well as thl^^ength of the compo 
sition. 'rhe argentun^i nitralnin ointment is ^^y whco’first made, but soon 
changes its colour to a* brownish-black. If the^rgentum nitmtum be mixed 
uilh the ling, cetacei, (as J once use<<it,) wiffkOUt the liquor ]ilunibj, it dissolves 
more rapidly.; lilien used, the powdered nitrate falls into the fold of the con- 
jiinrtiva, or rest.: on tli& lid, and i.s a{»t to cause a slough, which is prevented 
by adding tin’ h 

'I'l»e luanin r of iiiing'lhe nintiiKMit is “ b\' introducing belwci ii the lids a 
(lortion, largi r or sinalh-r, as the rase may seem to require it, from the :^/c of a^ 
i.in;e pin's lie.'ul to that f>ra garden pcM. The r>elids Ining *u'i' to b • 
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nibbed gently with finger, 80 as to dlfiVise the dissolving ointmentfbver the* 
whole surface of the qonjuncdva; a part of itusUallyjiho^ever works out by the 
motion of the lid^ and shoCild be wiped off, (if the nitrate of silver,) to prevent 
its staining the sldn. Both ointments cause pain: in some persons it is consider-* 
able, in others less so, lasting from half an hour to ap hour and a half; and 
when the ointi^ent is newly made, sometimes for four hours, and even until the 
next day. On the subsidence of the pain caused by the ointment, tliat which 
previously ex^ed iaiftund to be relieved, if not entirely removed'; and on the 
subsequent d^, the patient.usually acknowledges the benefit he h:ig received 
with regard to all the symptoms. When the a]>plication has been severe, and 
the padent very irritable, a state resembling white ^hemosis occasionally takes 
pUj^, and appears formidable to a person unacquainted with the effect of the 
remedy; it si^^ however, subsides. The eye should be fomented with warm 
anodyne fmoSiwions.” « 

Mr, G.ihurely repeats fee application until tVe thiixl day, “ hut the feelings of 
the patient are the bej^t guide, the return of some of the old sensations indicat¬ 
ing the necessity for its use, which should be, if possible, anticipated. In some 
cases of acute inflammation, two or three applications will arrest llie progress 
of a serious disease, and effect a cure. In cfironic cases, ointment must be 
contlhucd for a considerable time, and occasionally alternated with other reme¬ 
dies. ^ Where tliey create a state of regularly increasing irritation, as they 
sometime^ will do, cupping, purgatives, &c. arc of service; when the remedies 
may again be ported to.’* 

Sever^ cases arc related by Mr. G. in which these, applications appear to have 
been strikingly beneficial,— Med. and Phys. Journ. Sept, 1S2H. 

50. Jlmaurosh mecessfuUy ireuied by theJtmmoniaeal OiutmaU. lly M. I.is- 
Case I. A soldier of ro!)ust constitution, who hacf formerly cam¬ 
paigned in hot countries, and been exposed, in bivouacking, to the cold night 
air, found his vision grow feeble in the course of 1824. fn the following > 05 . 1 *, 
he was unable to see his way about the streets, and was ilirccted to have a v toii 
in the neck, some leeches to the temples, and ordered s<»me pills, composition 
unkncftjcn. sight was improved by the measures employed, and he waj en- 
abled*(3|g, qwiguish various o^ects pretty well. The ameiidmeMl, liowc^r, 
was tcmjpotsry only, and, on the 10th of last January he entered I ..1 Pille. lie 
was bled from the arm, and ordered an emetic, but jy ithoiit effeet; he could 
barely distinguish light from darki^css—the pujjils WL-rc^dilatod but acted li e- 
bly, and the left was more sluggish than the rigid, (fit being questioned re¬ 
specting the history of the disease, he replied that, in Ilje first instance, he 
could see rather better towards evening oj tw ilight than in inid-traj ^ be eould 
also distinguish more clearly any object almvc Iiim, than one which was below 
OP on a level with the eyes. 

« On the 24th of January, the head being shWed, Gondret’s ammoniacal oint¬ 
ment was applied upon the forehead, and its employment coiitimied till the 17th 
of.Febniary. Pustules were formed, which ulcerated vleeply, and the case was 
proce^ng in a favourable manner, when a severe |«sipcl:\s sei/.ed upon the 
headivhd required the most active depiction. 'I’he jPRent was bled sever times 
in the course of aa Jta^y da 3 r 8 , and sixty leeches were applied besides. The 
erysipelas disappeiBjfj^'and the powers of vision were exceedingly improved; 
in the right eye, they^vere entirely restored. The left, which was al¬ 

ways more affected than the ^ber, was scarcely, if at aft improved. 

*• Cose II. A tailor, vtatis thirty-nine, had laboured under amaurosis for two 
yeara past, and was adnutted into the hospital incapable of seeing at all. The 
pupils were dilated, and contracted but feebly on the-approach ‘of light—the 
patient had the peculiar undefinablc aspect which invariably marks tlie amau¬ 
rotic—the globe of the eye was continually rollii g in the orbit, and was, in ge¬ 
neral,Rotated upwards; and, lastly^ the power of directing the oi^an, particu- 
*'lavly sideways, was already beginning to be lost. The disease had come gra- 
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cluaJI/.o^, and the patient attrij^uted Its origin to liis buMiicss requiring him to 
work much by candlolight. 

** The ammoiuHcul ointment was applied upon the foMhead and crown of the 
head, and its use was continued for upwanls of a fortnight. Abscesses were 
formed, and converted Into healthy ulcerations, which furnished a copious dis¬ 
charge." Tlie good effects of the issue were quickly apparent, for, first, the 
patient wasKyiubled to distinguish daylight, then regained the power of 
discerning the objects around him, and finally, at the ez^ratioi^of a couple of 
niunllis, his sight was as perfect as before the amaurosis commenced. 

“ In orc^cr to prove beneficial, the application of the ointment -^iiould bfe al¬ 
ways persevered in, till ip^'c than superficial ulcerations are produced. In both 
of the cases recorded above, tlic disease was very far from beipg rcccnt^^d 
required the treatment to be continued, in one case, for four and in the 

other for nearly as long.”— Med. Chirurg. l^v. Oct. A28. , ^ 

51. Panmts sucatysfal^y excised. By Professor ClnAKrE.J-A man, agod 45 years, 
blind of both eyc.s, in consequence of the whole of the conjunctiva of the cornea, 
anti sclerotica of both eyes, being changed into a vascular thick membrane, hav- 
ingbcentrcate;d,wilhoutbenefit,bypartialexcision8andtOpicalapplicatiom^Pro- 
fessorCiraefe resolved to excise it. Accordingly,liavingraised this membrane, near 
the cornea, vvitli fo>rceps, it was dissected witli scissors, from half the cornea of 
each eye. As soon as the inflainination produced by this operatioitJmd disap¬ 
peared, the memljrune was excised from the other half of the comea. Some 
days aficr, the »’e.st of the menibmnc was removed in the same way. Vision 
was restored, and the patient was entirely cured by solution of opium, applied 
to the eye with a lirusli. M. GralTe cites this case to show, that the excision 
of this description of pannus, is not effectual, unless performed part at a time, 
and at periods sufficiently iie.ar to prevent tlic membrane being rc.produccd, 
and with tlu^ precaution of not excising too much at a time, lest dangerous ir- 
ri !atiun should l»c produced.— Iiistitul dc Clin, chirur. el Op/t. de Puniver. de Berlhi. 

52- Jirnufhj fur opac’dy of the cornea .—The following combination is recom- 
mea<led in iIjc Joitr/ndde ('himieMedicate, Zsfe. for September, 182& aS'aijk useful 
afl^licatiun to jiromotc the absorption of the effused lymph inop%6|i^.of the 
cornea. R. ox\d. liydrar., mb., agaric., elh. aa .J^ss. Succh. alb.,-Jj.* misce in- 
tim. ct pulv. subtil. A«mall iiortloiito be blown into the eye daily. 
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53. jMenioir on muni/ (*iiyrs ofJjir.ratiun, in which the efforts at Reduction have 
been attended by vert/ Stvere (hmsci/ueticai. By M. Flauiu.ut, Surgeon in Chief 
to the Hotel l)icu cif Kouen.—M. K. has Inserted in the third volume of the 
Hipertoire d'Jhinf. et dw Rhj/siofoi'ic, an account of several luxations of the hu¬ 
merus, the reduelfion ofudbieh were follow'cdby evils more or less vjolejit. In five 
casciTof luxation of the homeriis, the attempts at reduction produced, in tbe 1st, 
rupture of the axillary artery, gangrene of the limb, death ofthe patient 

at *lie end of thirteen days; in the 2c!, hemiplegia, the cji^fiequence, probably, of 
an effusion of blood in fhe brain, produced by thi? efforts lit reduction. However, 
after shine time, part of these, symptoms disappcsTcd; but the inferior extremity 
remained numb; the movements of cufcumductionof tliearm were almost extinct, 
the hand could not he used, tlie temperature of tlie limb was diminished, the 
two last fin^jers were insensible and slightly tumefied, the thumi) extended, the 
other fingers serniflexed. 

'riic third case is that of a woman, aged seventy years, in whom reduction of 
luxation of the humerus was effected thir^-cight clays after the accidcAt. At 
the moment that reduction was effected, there occurred emphyseifia ot the 
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shoultlcr ami a part of ^»e back. A litllc white aflerwanls, viuleiil lierA-aclie, 
hemiplegia of tbe left sulc; twelve days aftcrwanls, prostration and deatli. Dis¬ 
section fisclosecl pailialior complete nipturcs of tlic nerves which tonstitulo ^ 
the brachial plexus, at their origin. The cervical spinal marrow prehcntcd a 
range of white spots along the wliolc extent of the spiiud marrow opposite the 
insertion of the ^xth, seventh, ami eighth cervical pairs, and first doj>al. In lhi^ 
extent, the siiinal marrow exhibited an increased si/c, and was sofjA'iiyd so as 
to be of the coi^lstence of bouillie, of a brownish red colour, or tfic gray ami 
white poilions were mixed and confounded together. « 

In\wo others, one with a luxation of the Immcrns forwards, and other 
downwards, very severe ellccts were jiroduced by tlfli ett'orts at roductioilf In 
the first, considerable swelling of the !iiiil>, with acute pain, produced proba-, 
bly by the rupture of the muscles wliicli surround the luimero-cubital articula¬ 
tion; the motion of the forSarm was completely destroyed; those of the arm 
were very feeble, afid the fingers cbtihl perfortn only slight movements. In 
the second the usual ell^rU could not effect reduction, j)ut they produced at 
fint numbness ill the iefl abdominal member, and at the same tunc pamlysis 
of the luxated arm. H’wo months afterwards, notwithstanding tlic treatment 
employed, the neck, tlie wrist, and the forearm were tlie sea#- of acute ])ain, the 
limb became emaciated and useless, its movements being very feeble. M. l-'lau- 
bert cites another observation, that of a man, aged forty >caix, who, (ncrlurnrd 
by a bale of cotton falling from an elcialed situation, had the femur luxated 
Upwards and outwards, 'riie reduction u.is cfrccled, and the head of the bone 
was disUnctly heard to re-enter its socket. 'I'lie patient died tlirce da}s afU-r- 
vvanls. Dissection exhibiteil the following l< sb>ns; considerable eccln niosis oi’ 
the anterior and external portions of the thigli, rupture of the ]))rimi(lal mus¬ 
cles, of tlic geminii and quatlratus. Tearing of the capsule, aiKl^aipturc of the 
inter-articular ligament near tlie liead of the bone. 'J’he articulation contained 
pus, and through the torn capsule communicated with a collection t)f bloody 
pus, situated between tlic pcctineiis and adductor miisch 'i.— HuUrtht drs tSo* 
Med. duguaiy 1828. 

54. is our object in this department of the Journal, to pres. nr. 

a brie^W{h9U7 of the progress of inedicine and surgciy, during tl»c preceding 
three motitlft. Of the improvements in ])riictical surgery, which we have h.-ul 
the pleasure of making known to our readers, one of tkc most im])ortant is tliat 
for breaking down the stone in thcAiriiiary bladder, or lUhotrit_\. 'J'lie lUllirent 
articles on the subject in this journal, ])rcsent a full history*of the in^ eiitjon and 
progress of this operation; it remains for us but to notice itc, pre sent ad\ance^\ 
and the opinion entertainc<l of its value by Viose wlio hu\c emj)loyod it; and iii- 
dependcntly of this being the performance of a <lut\, we 9cq strongly urged l(»" 
it from the conviction that the operation has j^cen loo much neglected in this 
country, and that its advantages are far from being duly cbiiinaled. 

M. L 18 VR 1 .NC, w'hose extensive experience and established reputation, should 
give great weight to his opinions, and who having no ckiim to the invonlion, nr 
to any iipprovemcnt upon it, can scarcely be suspected of pri‘j*.idicc in its favonr, 
informed the Iloyal Ac^emy of Medicine on Die 29tli of November, 1827', ’that 
convinced of the si^viority of lithotrily over Die operation of lithotomy, he 
had requested Dr. Clv^e to perform Die former operation upon two jiatiimtifai 
the Hospital of the School of Medicine. The first was ;i,boy agetl seven years, 
who had been suffering sfone for a year. Some flexible rounds were intro¬ 
duced into the urethra, preparatively to t|e operation. 

Dr. Civiale introduced with facility a lithontriptor of two lines daimelcr. 1’lic 
stone, which appeared to lie of the size of a very large‘liazelnnl, wks promptly 
seized; although formed of oxalate of lime, it was fr’. ble; the pati«;nt suffered 
little. Three days afterwards, a fragment of stone, which had .entered Ihe 
pretlir5, extracted, and Die ojieration of breaking down the calculus re- 
Vioatcd- It was idso repented fwic<- more, at intervaU of two day s: alittlcfeye* 
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supcrve.ied, a m'Ujiry cmption, and diarrhcra. The patient left the hospital, 

but returned a foitnijdil afterwards, when he was sounded by M. Idsiranc, and 
many praditioners, wdio ascettained that the patient certainly cured, 

<;ahk II. A man ag'cd sixty, hud been cut for the stone at the age of twelve. 
The opci-ation w as very difhcuU, the convalescence was prolr.icled, and a fistu¬ 
lous opening reniaincU. lie commenced to suffer again fronv^he stone about 
ffftcen inontlis ago, and tlic complaint increased rapidly. The 'nrostatc is en- 
giirged, ftie'portion of the urethra situate between the interiuV orifice of die* 
fistula, apd the neck of the bladder is much dilated? the urine^ is glaiiy’; tlic 
stone, wJiieh is not haixl, appears to be of the size of a lai’ge walnut. • 

I'iv c sittings, during wii^h the patient, very gay, showed no signs of pain, 
suinccd to destroy the sfoiic; he came to the hospital to be operated upon and 
returned. Ills cure was complete. 

1)1*. (ieiulrin, the distinguished editor of the JonrHal G» n^ral de Mcdecine, 
docs not cslinialc as liigldy tlua»o])eratioii :il M. I.i.sfranc? laevcrtheless, he ad¬ 
mits its gi-c;at uldily. He saj s* “ litlioliity is an operation wJiicli has now been 
known some \ cars. c cannot doubt at tlic present day of its utility: but it i» 
necessarv to restrict it to a few cases, if we would not endanger the art and our¬ 
selves. If we ixe^llcct that it is necessary in this operation to introiluce large 
instrumeuls into a diseased bladder, when injuries often occur from the intro- 
iluelion of a soum’ionlv; that it is necessary, neverflicless, to repeat the intro- 
iluclion often, wliicli is alwa}s excessively painful; that when the bladder has 
been diseased for a long (n"c, as is often the case in calculous patients^ it is 
much thickened, and cannot be ifsliauled l>y the injection preparatory to the 
operation, and whieli is neci ssary to place the parictes of this organ out of con- 
lari ol'llie instnunonl, we can easih conceive that it is indicated to have re¬ 
course to this o]>cr:ition hut in cases of calculus which are recent, where tlie 
calculi :u’e not Mirnerous nor large, and easily friable. Wc know that SQCicess 
lias been obiuined m cases iniicli less favourable; hut the casus of failure, and of 
5^-rlous injunt-s an* not spoken of. A fortunate boldness cannot, moreover, 
ever justify him wlio encounUrs liazards. Lithotrity, limited to the cases where 
it is evidently indicated, reiidej's still to the art services sufficiently gre^t to rank 
it amongst tin* greate si discoveries; applied in the more scv'cre case^^twt only 
ilfie.s it nut siu’ceed, but it cmlangers alwa>s the life of the 
fiee more vic’liins than cystotomy, aiul especially the high operatidi)'.*’ 

M. riuitourelle ronu^uMicated to the Academy of Medicine, at their meeting 
of iho lltU IJecemhci:, 182r, a case in which the operation of lithotrity was 
pcifonned. The subject was an old man, whose bladder was so irritable tliat 
sf)unding pr^Hhict'^ si-verc injury, wliicli coidd not bi' relieved but by many 
days employment of batlis, demi-b^lhs, and emollient cataplasms to the hypo- 
gasiric region, 'fins man was in a stale of marasmus; he h:id a slow fever, with 
irregular exaccrhulions. M. C. .idininistered sut])hate of ipiininc, which con- 
tnhulcd to snpjmrl the stvengfli, and to stop the febrile exacerbations.' In a 
stati: so ulai'ining, he hesitated to recommend lithotomy, and, moi*oover, the'pa- 
iieni fi'arecl, and re('ii*a.'d to submit to it. In these uiifuourable circumstances 
M. tfiviah- undertook, the operation of lithotrity; a gim-clastic sou^d was at 
firstwntroduevd daily, and allowed to remain some instants, to accustom the 
nri tlii'a to inslrumeiiis; he commenced afterwards th^operation. It was nc- 
e?ssarv at first lo allow considerable intervals between file sittings, but they 
w ere icsseiu'd us lhc,l>laddcr became accustomed to the instruments. In eight 
sittings this man was completely relieved of his calculiU; he acijuircd strength, 
the fever disappi aivd, and he acqu9‘ed ffcsh.'l* 

M. Amnssal thinks tinit llu* operation of lithotrity is not suited to children, on 
account of tile snnllncss of the inslriiinciits that must be inlrodiieed; that it is 
contraindjcatecl in adults wdli disciLscd bhwhh rs or tumefaction of the prostate. 
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also In patients with diseased kidneys, or with severe affections of organs im¬ 
portant to life, as the heart, lungs, &c.; th.at it is dangerous in old men who 
have had a stone in the^ibladder for a long time, and whose urine is glairy. He 
thinks that it is applicable with every chance of success only where the patient 
enjoys good general liealtlu And does not suffer much frhm tlic presence of the 
stone; in all oth/t cases he^Nscommends the high operation. 

In the Bulletin des Sd^netB Medicaksy for August last, is the folly*S'ing notice 
of a second lettfer which Dr. Civiale has recently published on lilhotrity. “ Tiie 
new ^observations on lithotrity appear to us to offer the greatest intcrt:f»L, and to 
bo suf^ent to convince the most sceptical of tlic advantages of this ‘prc^/ions 
discovery. The first series consists of eleven of tlic nyirc simple cases, and wc 
have seen w^ true satisfaction, that the success has always been complete. • 
The patienta'baving one oj* more stones, and whose organs were in a healthy 
stat^ wen^ operated upon easily a.nfi without pain, and their cure has been ge- 
netidly prompt andSilways certmn. Persons afflicted with calculi have conse- 
a great intereil not to defer a long time to fubmit to an operation 
vil4 offers cliances of success, and spares them acute pains. Wc find in 

th6 sOTOnd series, s^**caae8 reported in detsul, several of which are by the pa¬ 
tient^ in which a Uirge stone and long-continued ill health lS.vc demanded the 
repeated performance of Utb^rity. We parricularly distinguish the seventeenth 
case, toat of Baron de Zach. M. Civiale went to Genoa in February, 1827, to 
see tfaisratient, who had been suffering from stone for two years, his hcalili 
imured by viifient pains. M. C. broke down, in many opemtluns, foi’ty calculi 
of the size of a common hazelnut, which were crushed in tlic instrument. 

Two cases prove that litliotrity can be performed even in cliildren. In the 
tbi^ psrt. Dr. Civiale notices the cases in which he thinks llie operation ought 
performed, and the modifications which have been proposed to his 
operiiaon by some surgeons. 

“nie success obtained by Dr. Civiale has been verified by^the most distin- 
‘guished surgeons, and appear to us to justify the advantages of lithotrity In a 
OUmher of cases. This operation, always easy when the stone is of a small 
^U^jt^jto cceed in patients wiio ha\e a large calculus, and whose organs 
long presence of the stone. Wc most sincerely wish liat 
tln^lmHIn^^rould be more extensively known, and that surg< ons wcnild inti- 
tttte.'we ^caCblde.of M. Lisfranc, and not perform iithotonn, hut after having 
proved by many trials the impossibility of lithoti ity.” •• 

It i^uld thus appear that unless ^me of the must dist+nguishcfl surgeons of 
the Trench metropolis have been guilty of the greatest tnotul turpitude In re¬ 
porting their cases of lithotrity, conce^ng the unsucccssfuli ami fulsif^ ing tlic 
successful ones, of which no one can presAme to suspect them; the value of 
lithotrity gannot be doubted. That it is not applicalile to all cases, is admitted * 
by every one, indeed fatal resulta.have somelimui oc.curred cillierfrom tlic awk¬ 
wardness of the operator, or the case not being favoui'ablc; nevertlieless, in 
ceitain cases it is nerhans the ohlv onaration that shmilil h>> 


being aroertaine^ many observations are still required to fix tlu in, and 
the operation ia>no'doubt still susceptible of improveiticnts. As these shihi'^be 
d^eloped by future^^j^iinence, it shall be our pleasure to lav them before our 
readers. - t - ' « 


55. ^tiiulaof the GlandBuceessfullj^ 'Treated, lly M. Pxul4hii, 

—A youth, aged eighteen, lacerated his clicek by falling iijion an iron stove. 

'ipper screws penetrated th^ check, wounding the buccinator 
near^lpnasscter, though it does not appear that it readied the mdutli. The 


JL4HII. 

stove. 


woun^bealed rapidly, with the exception of a small fis ila through which tlicre 
was a discharge of a clear liqual, especially while he wa.s eating. Tiiis showed 
that the stcuonian duct had been wounded. After having fruitlessly employed 
the several processes which were directed by his attending .surgeon, on Uie 
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31st o^Blay, 1831, he placed himself under the chargft^ of Bedard, In PHopital 
di la PitU. Ii had been three years since he had received the injury. 

^ Beclar^ converted the hstula into a recent wound, by the excision of its 
sides; then with a.8mall troebar he perforated the chedk from the wound, pass- 
the instrument obliquely backwards. Having withdrawn the stile^du^ugh. 
tlie cannula, which rcinained in the perforation, l^^assed the end ot lesden 
wire. Having withdrawn the cannula, he in the%me mann<^ made a second 
puncturd; loginning, however, within the mouth, about thre^lines anterior to 
the former puncture, carrying the point of the instrument tbliquely, till It 
passed the wound near the place where die wire was inserted. ez- 

teriial end of tlie wire wj|s passed through this opening into the mo^HjflieiQg 
thu^ent somewhat in^he form of the letter Y. llie ends of were 

'tv'isted together; and the external wound was closed by a needle and the twined 
suture. For the first three days, there was some ^tension and {nin, oaring to 
the saliva’s not passing at first very readilj^by the ade of the lesd^ ^ 

the fifth day, the saliva passec^ freely into the mouth, add the swelling tiraa 
nearly gone; the cxtcwnal wound had united, and the#ieetlle was now r^^^^ 
Still, the internal fistula was not so complete as to cany off alljhe sallva^'Wpp 
the patient was eating. The duct was distended into a lind ofsac, prodo^g, 
during his mcals^a small tumour, which was, howevier, exffiy emptied into the 
mouth, by a very slight external pressure. The lex^n wird remained inside 
the clieck, till it fell out, in September, when the cure was complete.'— 
Generates, 

SG. iSfaphyhraphy. —This operation, wliich was first performed by Gratffe, in 
1815, and tlircc years afterwards by lloiix, without, however, his being aware 
that tlic former hiul ever performed it, and in tliis country, first by Professor 
Warren,* aitd subsequently by Professor Stevens,f has been twice perfdilned 
witli success, by Dr. DiKFFKNiiAeit,t of Berlin. Some difficulty Ifovin^'been 
generally experienced in tying the knots in the ligatures by which tho edges of 
*1110 palate arc brought together, Dr. Dleffenbach has been induced to emplpy 
wire of ])ui'c lead, instead of the thread used by o^^r operatonLg^d'he. hits 
found it much more c onvenient, it being merely necessary to 
tfte leaden wire. The operation, as performed by Dr. D. cons^llM^^l^ie^Ops. 
In the first, the borders of the division are pared; in tlic seco^^.^xl^^iB^ubres 
arc^ applictl; and in tlic third, the suture is closed by twisting togetuertnetfends 
of each ligature of leaflen wire. Dr. 1). has proposed a second method, which 
he has not yet, hqwfivcr, tried upon the iKing subject: in thi^ needles and liga¬ 
tures arc dispensed with, and a kind of forceps employed to compress, reunite, 
:ind hold tCgethc^, tlic borders of the divirion. 

• _ 

57. TrurhenUroiy Successfully Performed. By Dr. Sbxx, of Gene^.— In Vol. 
IT. pp. 213 and 436, w'e notioed two cases in .which this operation was fiuccess- 
fully performed, and Cluoct, of Berlin, is sud^ to have kept a cannula in the.tra¬ 
chea of a woman twelve years. The operatibn would appear perhaps not, tO'be 
so generally fatal as has been supposed. A Httle girl aged six years wnitfijeen 
to Dr. Senn, oif the 6th of August, 1836; rile had ffiffidult respiratiaBii diffit^ty 
oiswallowing, voice eiftinct; she had been treatedYq^CI^p fftthb 
jbre. Dr. Senn advised milk diet, friction to the lolj^ne ointment, 

and a tenth of a grain of hydriodate of potash, intcmi^y evbw two days* Under 
this ti'catmcnt the patient improved, we became. the respiration less 
difficult. Dr. Senn lost right of l^er till Aprf foB^^K when emaciation 
was extreme, her respiration wheezing, anxious, scaredy to be observed* The 
trachea drawn upwards very strongly at each expifhrion; deglutition was so 
difficult that the patient could swallow only liquids. It wi^s detenmned in con- 








* Si-cMlir^rcrvdinc number of thn Joum^. 

+ See Nnnh Atnerioan Mc-dical and Suixical .TminiaU Vcd. Hi. n. 2SS, rt seq. 
J I.iUrar. Aiuint. d«a geummttqvHrilkundp, Irh. and Nov. l82o. 
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siiltalioii to [KHorm iraclicotomy, aiiil on the otl of M:i} it was done iiiilhc fol ' 
lowing* manner, l-'irst the skin and cellular tisssue were divided; six fioui’s af- 
terwards tw'^o rings of the trachea w^cre divided, and a caifnula properly curveil 
■was placed in tlic wuiukl. The difficulty of hrcati»ing, &c. ©cased iinnn diately. 
Thc^annula was occasionally obstnicted by mucus for a few days and endau- 
gered h\e life of the patie^ but the parts became hubiUiated to tlie cauiuita. 
The child recovered her sbength, and w^as tpiitc well Ihrec moiilhs afler the 
Operation. AVlii^n the cannula was closed with the finger she couM speak, uild 
her voice was b ecoming duly stronger.— Journal Gtutral» Jan. 1828. 

SS,-^€iualCQiuieryinChieo-aarconuioftheIjow(TJffw. —Dr. Gikut. rela^ts in 
J7«r Nm Chiron^ t journal of surgery and midwifery, wcase of osteo-sarcoma of 
the lower jaw, in which he employed the actual cautciy' with success, ;ind was 
thus enabled to dispense vyith the operation of resection, wliieh lie w as on tin* 
point of p^orming. Dr. G. thinki that the cautery may, in m;iny cases of 
th^ 4cscription, be substituted for resection. 

'59. Lythotdmy* —Of cigh1y<>thrce operations by the lateral method, perforin 
ed by M. J. M. Vebxcec, at the Udtel-Dieu, of Lyons, eighty wove successful.- 
Revue M4dicaU^ Fthruaaryy 1828. 

60. Chhruret of the Oxide of Sodium in M. M’iLLiArnr, of Met/, IIS', 

found this solution very beneficial in two cases; the first, an illa'oiKliiiupi'd til 
cer of the upper lip and ala of the nose; the second a case in w liich nuinerous 
ulcers threatened to invade all tlie skin of the legs of an iiuli\idtud w ho liad 
been recently attacked with fever— Bulletin dcs Sciences Mt'(liruli.s. 

6 lv On JA^turea of Ruptured Arteries compUcaied leilh Fracturf^ or Gun->hn! 
IFbiimfo.—The rupture of a principal artery of a limb, in fractures anti gtm 
diet wounds, has been supposed to require tlio amputation uli the limb. M. 
puruTTBSH has tried in two cases the tying (he tuleiy', some distance front tin 
iqjuiTi as in the operation for aneurism, and with the hap])iest succes'^. I'ro 
felpor.Delpech, of Montp^er, has also performed it w'itii atlvanlage in otic case 
Mk'Puphytren has published an interesting memoir on the subject, in ilie fdiji 
verfu^^e or.tile Repertoire d*Anatomiet de rhysiologir, it dr PalhologUi lie thinks 
ihatfiDany limbs may bh saved by this operation. 

62, Fttad^eof tJtc Crontum, wiif Depresswn, mmi on Opirutit.tt.- 

A little boy, nine years of age, was knocked down by a lu'iiw piece of v\on(], 
which fell upon his head from a consideiabic height, lllood i-.Mi('d from tlu 
mouth, nostnls, ears, and eyelids. On exaihining tJic* w'ouiul, liu* cianiuin v\ as 
found slightly depressed in the direction from otic car to the xtiu i’; and a!>o\ i 
the right ear there was a laceration, an inch long, of the skin. A prolu iniro 
duced under the detached integuments penetrated easily so fir a.s the ojipositi^ 
temporal region. A large crucial incision, which tlividcd tiic integutiiont^. 
brought into appearance a fracture of the bone, which extended from the m 
poraTboneaoftbe right side, across the parietal, to the leftside of the k.d 
The anterior portion of the bone was depressed aboiA half a line below iiu 
level of the posterior. A second ilssure, commencing al llic termination r} 
the first, directed its course along the frontal bone, towardsthe rigiitiyi 'Du 
edges of this fracture f^>arated..tO the distance of about a-iinc frmn eacJi (dlier, 
so that the pulsations4it^ brjuh were oliservablethrough it. A t,re.it i|u:milty 
of sanniinolcnt fluid issued from tlie Assure. This last circunisl:inr< <I< (eimin 
ed Professtl^ Git.iKFE to dclas tic opcnition.of U'l'phtniug, and to try de.' < ffet < 
of blood-lclting, cold applieutions to the head, laxatives, ami \ iiu i;.ir lav '‘ineiii'. 
The sexuubility of the patient returned in a short time nn- r tlie eiuploi meiit ol 
these rcroe«lies. The whoK* of iIk' dcniulcd wounds of (lu boiu', wdii< b w* i*' 
N';ry extf-njive, w« re dres‘*cd ‘imply with lint soaked in t« pid Mal* r lU 
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p*ees, ftevoral *>ortlons of the denuded and contused Ijone separated, forming 
altogctner nearly three square inches of surihee. Under these porlaon^ dc- 
^ tached bwc, the diii^a mater was converted into a fleshy substancftof 
pcct, which, under the continued use of the simple .dRsaing already' 
cd, became converteij into a Arm membranous Si^stance. In ao(l||Mpee 
months, tl^e cliild comj>lctely recovered. - 4 '^^' ' 

^ '('his curc, as well as many more of a umilar prov% thst liM"a|^i- 

cation of tJih* trephine is not always necessary in fracture of tJ>e ciawm vnth 
depression. There is no operation, to the performance of ilie suigeon 
is cullocif so generally unsuccessful as that of trephining, andit ^cokiM^mqi^t 
a (pvistion, at least in uur«nind, whether more recoveries wotiid|ndtt|^|^laifef 
upon the whole, if this Operation was never had reeoiase ^r-WaliesstM'de¬ 
pression be very considerable, we conceive thatit^rouidbe idvUea^iDdef^it"' 
for some time, and give other remedies a fidr triid^Jhjdr^ de CM- 

rurg. de DtrUn. - • 

• ^ 

6 .^^. Double Diixatio/t of the £stragaiua.~^'Dt. Foi^o^of PouiJplyt comm^iU{ 4 «^> 
ed to the Section of Surgery, September ,18^'ft q|t0 dfoMble 
of the astragalus, upon the leg and upon the c^eia. .Th6 aMttatiis wai'e^^trfief- 
cd, and the wouiiu healed. Fabriojn de Hildahiia*wa»&e%8t Who, in aease 
of this kind, extr^ted the astragiliiinnsteadofaibpt^ring the limb; it biifisince 
been pr.'ictiscd witli success by Aubray,.^e^nd, IdiUHicimeiv^l^ikh»t|Al}aiuel, 
Tloycr, &c. In our former series, Vol. XIV. p. 10^ a case* .wceeanb^^ tceat> 
cd, is recorded, in which the bone was preservech^-ibtmia? 
eine, Oct. 1828. 

64. Case in tthidi a Polyjuis of gretU size was removed frotn the JCboot effhe 
Tongue by TJfgature, 13y IticHAnn Huis, M. D. 
was called to see a maiden lady, between forty and flffy yefttt of 
ipg been about twelve months previously ^M^sed to cold was 

attacked with c.atarrhal symptoms, attendedl^ some inflainmallWlr'itifme fauGMr. 
but luT complaints yielded to the usual remedies, ^pl'she of 

ih^m. Three months after tills, however, she was''i'b8ervcd 
a 'ticiilato less distinctly than before, and about the same 
fed a sliglit difficulty in swallowing. These ^nnptoms contintm^^, ^ 
until :it length she coiiyi swallow nothing but hquids* or brtji|d 
very fine, and suspended in soup or tea. i^he invai^hly fw' Woeac in 
w(‘ather, and it was then only that she ezperienb^ any inaterw^fflfficulity m 
Ijrcathiiig. ,A deface of retching was often excited, and occasibned grewt^dia* 
tress; an<l tile food slie attempted to swallow was frequently returned riirough 
the nose. She spoke like a perso^ whose tonsils were veiy nmcfi mdtt 
rirrumstance wliich had led to the application of various rub^M^entt*^ 
gles, the true nature of the dishase never havk^ been undentood. On ^ 
iiig the fuirccs, a smootli round tumour was snon flUi^ the 
]>harynx, and accompanying the motions bf 4ipk tongue. l%e 
tumour, which was visible, was of the size of* ^ 

ti>»>'anguc downwards, q degree qf ^tclnogr 

ramc j)artia]ly into view, and showed it to be dbnme‘1pfti)i .. . ,v^cr»Lv-r /iw 
• On cxaniiiiation with the finger, the tnmour was 
yicltlingj 'Jind fi*om its wriggling motion, t^en a iWfehing'wilW ^^ited, 

it was conicctiired tlftit the pedicle was comp ‘ ‘ ’ ^ but it coula hot be 

hronght into vi<‘w. In consultation ^ith Dr. Bulitlgi^v^Was deterlMned to ap> 
pi) a ligature to it, and accordingly on thr 4tli of September, Dr. Jluie.pro- 
c-eeded Ufcthc operation, assisted Dr. Balliiigall and'^Dv. Russell.^Vhile/Dr. 
Ihdlingall kept the patient’s jaws asunder by means of'a cork introduced be¬ 
tween the teeth, Dr. Iluic took a long and stout ligature in his left h^nd, and 
g] as])ing olic (‘lul with a pair of ctwnmon dressing forceps, he carried it back¬ 
ward into the pharynx on tlu* right shle oflhc tumour- Then tonehiiur'he past*. 

No. VI.—-Keli. fiO 
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gently witlithc extremity uftlic instrument, lie produced th:it degree of r^clung 




ftnxiouB to as far as possible, die siz^ of the pedicle, round 

sUpped, and satisfied himself by the mrrownCHs 

^ that it was in reality very small. A <l/»uble knot 
ti|^tehed by means of curved probes, forkeil llui cxtre> 
nil^y tstid cut away at die distance of an inch and a half from 

operation was a good deal interrupted by 

siM^Aedon oti' 

.ank 


bKtiP part 

^Tlnttoduotion of the instmments; but we ha^tbe 
riiHf, by the altered hue of the tiftnour, that the strangu>, 
^)encct€&* 

ijg£(^tly ah.the Uipiturc on the fourth day, the tumour came 
itir^ the’ pntjpnt was fteea fr^m suifering; and to this day enjoys excel- 





?2Tr 






^positc 


rm 



tiOlirtjf the pe^Wy, at the fllstnnce of an inch from the upper 

pai^ tS^'the^tuiBQajli; htcuion^^ has bcei^ made into it, dis- 

as a chesnut, surrounded by a fibre- 
carttlStfiA^lQil ttfuoturey forning the rest of the tumour.** —Transactions of the. 
Itt3il».&i»uiijik0l VoUXia. 

Cti$e qf (kUlhSareoma of the Lower Jaw successfully removed. I)y J am ks 
| lj|^ l^lient, a man aged twenty-four, about eigitt or nine years 

of the gum on the outer side of the grinding teeth 
Uie(^wer jaWy whit^ gmdaally mcr6ased« but was not painful. When It liad 
aMi4nedt^biae'Oftfi-egg, he ^ailled to a surgeon who cxti*actcd three of 

wWc^t grew rapidly, and having become as large 
repsiSPid to tlie &yal Infirmary of Kdinburgh, about six. 
the tiiihdur was cut off from the bone. The wound did 
cautery was t:;^>eated]y applied in vain to make it do st». 
^ ~~ft^.after remaining A the Infimary eight montlis, and the tu 
^idlyuMOWMed. 

M^ .tfywfe saw lim ^ the was placed diagonally across the face, 

such mon^rous distortion as to measure fifteen inches in cir> 
The throat of the patieiti^ was almost obliteratec,!; there being only 
abotoliwi^'htQhes of it above the^Stevnum, so that tlie cricoid cartilage of tlie la- 
a^l^Telwith that bone. When the tumour was viewed in profile it 

j^nt of the neck. It completely filled the 
iAnd occupied idl the spaeo below it fiom^jaw to jaw. The tongue w as 
^ Odt ofiU i^lce,‘and lay tbo teeth and cheek of Uic right side, 

ofitht ‘ - 

nMiNan: 
wftoto 
MHdi 

alarms bKinonhii|^ 
woeca the^ had bCetf^ 
tw0^nc«^' Notw 

now. 
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i'iti the diseasci was the righ^ ramus 
bicu^d teeth backward^. The tumour, 
uldfutnly vwy firm, and for lhe«»v- *if 
piti which appeared through the month, w^as a 
of vinable consistence, from wliieh an 
occwrpd; and for the last thr(S"c or four 
ndischeffl^'bfl^ood to*thc extent of one or 
igISe great bvik of the tumour, the patient could 
retty freibfy in all directions. With the exception of the disease 
, Penmen enjoyed good health. He was a tall, well made, tbougli 


ed, intelfigent young man,'and possessed onronimon fortitude. 

& the assistance of Professor l^lingall, removed this liimoiir ... 
pt >n the pi^encc of Dr, Ahercrombie, I*rofessor iViissell, l)i 
&s. in the following manner-— 


on 
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rhapjitient being* seated on an urdiiiaiy ehair, an obbquc incjsiuii was made 
by ruiniliig a siiarp-jiuiiited lenife Uiroug'h the lip, from the n|^h( the 

inouth liu* bubu lA'tlic jaw, where lie proposed to divide it, viz»>itttl|<ijl^cond 
hicuspkLiootli, which J^d been removed the cveni^ tieforc* H<ivk^-kKtooae<l 
Die external surface (jfwic bone at this part, it smS^vided paslifdi9^|ipi|k.the 
saw, andVhc division w'as completed by means o|^n|l cutting pliers. 
rior coruifary artery, wliich Dr. Ballingall had'^^jPP^nted llom 
Coiiiuressins* it in tlic lin. was then tied. • • tl _ ‘ '* 


IVhc division w'a.s completed by means o 

oiTary artery, wliicb Dr. Ballingall had' 
• ... .« .. ... •* 


nor corollary artery, wlucli Dr. Balungall had'^^pp^nted ftom hj|mpp-hy 
Compressing it in tlic lip, was then tied. ,• 

next made a lung semicircular uiciuaii.]&:om the we hiouth» 

in die iHirection of the base and ramus of the 
d>hY Having secured tli^ facial artery, Tind two 
poraT, I ilissected dowisthe large flap thus 
'let Dr. Ballingall feel the cai’otid lying in the 


to be compressed if there should occasitm. ouiyed 

clsioii in a similai* dircctioii^commciicing from the skomirlt smeh 

uliove tlie former as to include a portion of the cheek, wluw was'fl>^lljl|r, 

rent to the tumour; iftid having dissec!^ -.Up ikifl yflk, 

inusch*, so as to expose the W'hole eafttfrrad 

step was to diviile tlie mucous membrane of the mdiiOh 

inour much more moveable, and enisled me to upqp^ih&'htobnpid |a^e‘8s, 
ilivide the temp^al muscle, and open the t ^tad 

then merely to cut closely round the codd^ie, 

hyoid, and other muscuhu'connections. ... V' ' 

"I'hc operation occupied twenty-four minutes; hut all this em¬ 

ployed in cutting. The p.aticnt bore it well, and did not lose mote t]iaa ^cn 
or eight ounces of blood, llisbreathlngwasneverinthe^tohtoat degree aflltcted. 

** After placing a few folds of caddis iti the great cavity left by thh, 
wlucli w'eiglfed four pounds and a half, Ibrou^tj^ intojgSul^lite 
the left side of the fime, in a triangularfoxih, and'retailed'the 
by the twisted auturc. The incision on the ri^t nde was 

Vwo or tlirec turns of a roller were then put round'the chlU^^pi; 4p ns to 
support the relaxed integuments. 

« Tlie patient made no complaint of any sort after th6‘opei9£^^v'^&^lm^ 
S>r the first two days was about 100 , but sof^and grodually spb^^toKwIib^ 
turul standard. He slept well, had an appetite for his foi^ via, bi£todi^i^J{d 
whey, which were int|uduced into the phmyux through a fl^iiel U^th a 
t ubc, and pcrformct^ his excretions regukriy. The Wh(dc enthe eaddis ^r^ re- 
moved by the thifd day, when the patieiu sat up, and declared wt 
better tlian he did previous to the operatum.” ’ ^ , 

Mr. S. ulTers the folluwdng rynarks OU th* mode of opentia^ The.pa- 
ticiit, he says, ouglit certainly to be seated, since tlie blood will pfe- 

veiitcd from running into his throat so 4S to delay the opeitoto^proTiiihi^ll^ 
tracheotomy necessary to prd^ent Mlflbcaliam' 't - 

There is no advantage, Mr. 8. beUeve^to *" 
commencing tlic cxtiraaUon. 1. It is 
must and ought to be cut, are the Saci 
Ur -Klies of the tcmpurjl. 3* It must exl 
tumour throws an obstacle in the way, aa 

W)r applying a ligature. 3. It inctoaaeathiedanger, - 

there is always more or leas rislc.of hziimn'|uig*|;^^^MQ^' Sfflitt'atiO'h wa^Bgat ^ 
from so large a ves^l as the catotid. 4. thft.janastomotic 

communications are so free, that asligature at theimiai^ not sumeWiit to ar 
rest the flow of blood from its branches. 5. Any gob^ effect that be ex¬ 
pected from if/itig the trunk, may be obtained by oompffiMtng it,liter the in¬ 
teguments lying over it have been directed off or diricted. 

I'or sawing through the lower jaw, Mr. S. thinks that the chain *aw, is not 
the best instrument It is not necessary to saw through the whole*thioj|pcb3 


sa^Way. 


dip oarotol 
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of tlie b^e. A jjretty deep groove being made, tlic cutting plicrb com 

tumour should be completely exposed before 
ITessels which ought to^ tied may be tied 

mjR is afforded to the mrod which oozes IVont 
„|*»embrane of the mouth being nex^ent by u 
^fhltwards, tlie tumour is rendered much mure 

« ally be able to free the corotSoid process 
d he fail in doing so, he ought tp cut it 
depressing the tumour as far as possible 
after which he'*has merely to cun^^his 
-d 00&S theteraaining attibhments. 

IwCitled to much praise for insisting on the propriety 
n ftbm.blM(He, siabe a wound of the internal maxilla- 
is otbei'Hlift alnnst inevitable. 

is contracted to nearly the natural 




He is dfuly improving in aKictihi- 
M.|)fetty intelligibly.**—AWm. Metf. and 


ed. ‘ ■ “ 






^ ^ of the SfcuU, in whichrihe tn/nipfomx oj 

■mmedaye after ihtaendent. By Jamks WAULicr, 

1 Sunday evening at seven o’clock, July 17, 
^ceivbd & wound in the head, with what instfuincnl, or 
fitoms which immediately followed, could not be asccriain- 
teA4^t9k>ck, however, when he was f^tscen by Mr. Wallace*, 
in^ imd ab^to answer questions distinctly. ‘‘The pupil, 
'^‘*^'**“**^ P^ectiy natural. The wound in the scalp 
•ikz:*—situated immediately over the junction of 
pancPIl bone with the occipital.** Tlicrc was a 
“ •■’Wipd the.wound, with a hardening around the pufii- 
feeling as if a portion of the bone were depress- 
a.dbeeptNre feeing, and there was no symptom indica*.- 
I did not tbfaik m 3 rself warranted to cut down and cxa'» 
of my little finger into the wound, in tlie 
't^wuld ascfa^;tffc>ikbether ^cre was depression; and on niak- 
the fingV^uattSfiM^dke man winced rnd complained a lit- 
.. ^ the'inra he complmned ofw.'is more from ir- 

nt«^jfi.th^ 9 Qalp, than from brwn, and as ^il oth-r circuni- 

*5?“®®* ^yourable, I madomo farther examination, and simply drcsw tl 
tnerwem#^ . 

.^i^t soundly. At six nextmoiming he rose with the rest of 
•"•'^Bents, went dbi^ra to 1& birth on the lower de ck to change 

tbftlfdiAH&bPtbt seemingly as well as if nothing 
Jton^y 'equally welli^Ul towards evening, 

■bl^i wJp'eotnpletely removed, however, by 

slept agtun soundly. <>n 'Wn-V- 
. ,s*^) but sa. he had still slighl hcad-aclie 
kVehittssIfai^urgatives. Through tlie da^ 

pJWlicnlar 

re^W* the patients^ and we were bc- 
. he had merwitha serious accident. Bui on 
img. altb^h by all accounts he had idept well enough, lu; was 
aifdr-OA being spoken to» he was fgi^ In a slate of stupor, and 
toe eyes suffused and imtabl^ thfe;Sq>i» * contracted, and the 
call: The wound had been SHked at on Tiu ,sda\, and 

rather an t^avourahlc aspect; now it was in the same'stale. 
an/di8po8itionto!icuI,iUsch*arging ;i thin ichor, and retaining all its 



/, andri^!. 

. be was in _ 
to fbiget aim 




tout 
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iuri'oujfiling Ii: rdnuss :uiJ puffiness. It now uccutred to us that t]u 
])ar;itioii ul the pericranium and dura mater from tho 
this, amUcoiiscqiicntly to apply the trephines 
part. Oil laying^ bare the bone, we foundthat ‘ 
considc‘i*al)lc dej^ce. • A portion of it imm( 
uhout tlicYircumfcrence of a crown, was be 
und.Lrokcn Into four pieces. ‘ The pi 
ilown tiponPtlic brain, while the other e 
l)onc, lijc whole forming outwardly a cup 
pliiningt merely to ^ve exit to matter pent 
jnat^ wc trephined to ra>se the depressed 
•ship, ])crformcd the operation; and on remo 
agiuii bounded into its place, l^e dura otttdr 
shuigliy at a point. The brain itself nught'be'^^; 

“ It would be needless to detail paitict) 
from tile performance of the operati<nft 
enough to say, that, by strictly putting ’ 
diate danger was warded off. Threed 
his senses again; ^hc pulse moderate; ti 
the scalp had healed to about an iqoh. Ww th] 
well as wc coulddiavc wished, ai^we veifd^hV 
of his recovery. But at Ihe end^^at time a 
stance appeared at the bottom of the wound. At then 
creased, and speedily it began to tear up the wouD^ No^ 

.stance of the same kind appeared, which increaied like Ae 
discharge from the wound became exceedingly foti^ 
part of the fi^ngus dropped off, but immcdiate^dt.ppas r 
tion, which, again falling off, wu aaspe«i£iy 
ilrossiiig there was a portion to cothh aija it new. 

place. Under I.U this tlie patient retiuned nis Scniaii bed 
spite of all support; and on Sunday the 7th of Anei^ ek 
ter the receipt of the injury, and seventeen 
»>pcration, he expired.”—iiirf. e 
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Ci7. Case/tf Pokvning with SeUadoniiai^h tnani xt 46, swilDotred,; .'mis¬ 
take, foily-four grains oPthe powder of belladonna; an hour 
attacked wdtli violent head-achc, espemally over the oibits; the 
a red colour, which quickly Over die face, andhMlpa 

so tliat within a few minutes the whede inhibited sn hi^ae 
ncs.s, such as is observed in scarlet at' me same lime 
lent pain and heat in4he throat, and 
Die fauces weredbund strongly inflkhied.'^ 
a Very painful irritation (n the urinary 
bladder, with a constant but fruitless derilC of 
iAg, etnoUient clysters, fomentsrionaen^be 
liypog:istrium, relic^e^ the pa^fa^in Ho: 
hours, he was pcifectly recorenaJ^f^oov, 







iV-iour 



■4 , 

68. On the-Trsf.'i by^whidtMorphine may he made pik 

By V. UiVly.—<*' nie* sub^riitucc Vpmiteu by a dog wldeh’ had bejjii e 
swallow twelve gi’iiins of a^tate w mchrphine was a colourless 
odour, HVqdttly viscid. It turned frothy by agitation with solution of gmn^ k was 
about tlircc ounces in cpiantlty. Submitted to evaporation in a porpekin 
u fptvc a small quantily of yellowish extract, of an odour of jiucc of meat, of a 



liUARTERLY rEKISCOPE- 


f)iiter tuslc^ a litUe balli.sli, and il I'cddcncd touriicHC)! ]Kipcr. 'J'liib c.\li'act, 
with boUiltf alcolioh scpaititcd into two pc)iiions,-tltc ono Hocciiloiit, insoluMt', 
fozttiedff me mucus jmd of the gelatinous lualtcr; the otluT, soluble in tiiis li- 
qui4. '•M.evapomted toti^ess. The latter, rcdissolved in u little y a(er, let 
rail no^^es of greasy inaitcr> Submitted t<i slow evapomlioii, the :u/iil‘oiis so¬ 
lution S'^o * depofflte of piiiinaatic ciystals, of a yellow coltnir, wl)icli^)iTsenicil 
th^iblro^Hng pr^evtios: had a bitter taslcf a solution of iheiiii in water 

predpita^, by Qie additibn of ammonia, in while floccules, 'I'reiJeA bv coh- 

_ i. _s I t-_ ‘r*' _ __ _«• « . , i. 1 . ■ 


centrated suiphAfio aen'in a smali glass tube, they diseng:iged a decided odour 

ofacc^acud. / 

** pissolved'in wenk nitric acid» these salts immed’ately gave a dark yWl-ow 
solution* appmcbing to the colour of blood. > 

** Tins unioki^ properties proved clearly that these ciystals were acctulc of 
morphine, llm^uanti^ c&tained Was about three grains. 

The Sttftnach of# cat wliieh hadrbcei^ poisoned by twelve grains of acetate 
of motpldiie was boiled for ten n|g||£s in six ounces of distilled w aler. Tlio 
fihjerbd'j^por was evapome^jj^^^^ed wit!) alcohol iii the way already ineu- 
tioned, "^ho.*a]cohQli(^8olu|H^^|Bightly yellow, and It fui'nislicd by evapo- 
nirion'an extract of a similarpRo^nly a little darker, of a saltisli tusU-, tbl 
loWcd by bitter, which, tMiufestec^ by the addition of a few drops of nitric n« id» 
a good yellow orange ^proaching io red; plieuomc^;a which pnned 

the existence of a small qoantily of acetate of njorphine. 

^^Butit is remarkable that, in some instances, these reagents will not enuble 
us to ffiseover any trace of morphine in the stomach, intestines, heart, or in tin* 
blood taken from ah artery a few minutes before the death oi' an animal \\ hirh 
has b^n poisoned by this substance. A hound was poisoned by tw rl\ e gr.tiio-. 

, but no trace of,it could be recognised in any of those pails. l*wo kitlcii'* dii d 
. from.the injection into the stomach of a solution of acetate of morphine, tiu- 
^ofie of five„ and the other of eight gr^. The stomach of that which h;ul i c- 
Ceired the five grains showed unequivocal traces of the poison, easily distin¬ 
guish^ by the reaMncy' of nitric acid; whilst in the other nothing of the kind 
could be aiscoyereo. From tiiese facts, and several others of a similar nature, 
ll£' BaUy conclude^ 1st, that it is possible, in inunv cases of poisoning, ]>• 
dbcovor, .by cheirucal means, sensible traces of vegetable poison; lid, that it ' > 
always in the viscera to which the poison is first applied that we arc to look 
for its presence; 3d, tliat the matter thrown up by vonpting shortly after tin* 
injection of the poison intothe stOmtg:h contains sensible fluantiiics of it; dth, 
that all the efforts made to discover it in the blood have been fniiiless.^/w/of/. 
J^ed* and Surgt Jburn* Oct. 1*828, fimrta dt VAcud. lioyu^' dc Mid. 

69. M uKeihhgal Consultation, on a Case of Atnpittation uf a V’A/g/i affi dcd /»•///; 
6fongrM^Tl)lB memoir, read on the 22d of May, 1828, to the Ito>aI Acailcmv 
of bfedieme, section of surger}', by M. Cbaussieii, relates to a ca.se whirli had 
be^bfoiight before the Roy:d Court of Metz. It is interesting in a mrdiro 
legal and pa fi^fo g ical point of view, mid also as showing^what is considered a 
prop^ hot|jiii{jn%'’ia Fnmce, for spr^cal services. 

A man, age^^enty^igbt year^ having fidlen from a horeo, sulfcred n 
ppu^,ffactu|^ Of the A surgeon was called, w ho applied tlie propn 

nevwtheless, oh the'sixth day, on removing (lu; <livsslngs, he* jx . 
qpyed'that the toes had b^cmne gang^enouf. .*,He immediately ealh cl Dr. J..i 
bew; '111 consultation, ana onhis arrival th^ latter physic!^ foiiu<l the leg sph:i 
cehrted^to two indhes above the knee, and the thigh sprinkled with l>lark and 
The evil increased so rapidly, that it was evident tjiata Jitt Ir )f»s‘. 
be fetal to the patient. Dr, |b. upon the Jiolicitalioii f,f the pa 
rcntK^dmHBd to perform, immediately, arnputati^^of* the linih. 'I'he opera- 
nRbely successful, and the patient was cutod after seventy ilre.ssiiig'. 
Ilf'onjoys to the present pcrioil good health. Nevcrthclcs.s, urged ’ no tlouhi 

oy malevolent and envious ]>(.i-soiib, the patient refused to puv the fee, (ou^ 
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Ukmisu'^J anti moiTovcr wishrtl lo prove that br. Labessc had ampu- 

talcii rt|;*fnnst llicnilcsofsurgery. M. Chaussicr, in Ilia mcmoiryprotOfUatrougly 
agiiiiist syrh oxrossi^c ingratitude, and proves that the 1^’e not to ftf^Utatc 
spliacc'lutcd limbs before a line of dcTnarcoUon is U top abab^te^ that 

it is cornVt only in c^^sca of gangrene from an inti^haLcauae. The cjtyltiehce 
of l.aiToyi Y\;ui, Saiiuicl Cooper, l[tLtchinson, Id^fence* Thomamji^QexuieD^ 
_\.c. lias ]iyV>veil that amputation of a spliacelated Ho|t^ pro^uokd by an; e]b^riift! 
or mccliuniutd cause is indicated, if the life of the patient la in^DgeTi'aiflMfiigh 
the gaitp'enu U not circumscribed; therefore^ the amputation'|fhFfibained by I>h 
r.abcssctwas performed according to the true rules of the art* The de- 
itiaiVied by Dr. Labesse, and which the patient considered as esGeaslve^ ap< 
jnarsTo M. Chaussier tJo moderate, and he has fixed it at $ ijSO, ' 

111 a postscript to the memoir, there ar^gpomc obsefrations on^gangrenefiom 
internal and also from external causes, and two cava of j^ngrene from mkdha- 
nicul cause, followed by dcatl^ in Gonseqnence of' amputgtiOa of Ae limb.nbt 
having bceh performed in proper time. '/ 

'I'bc patient of M. Dabesse has desisted from his imf>eal to the Rcnral-jdouri of 

IVlotz, and he has payed the costs, and the fee legal^.dge-his pbymtikn*' 

*« 

/■Q. Cajic ofJSif^jposed Poisoning. —As the lives Ipf^idividuds often depend 
upon the testinif^py of medical men, every fact that can tend tp ronder*the lot* 
tiT (‘aiitious or enable them lo form correct opinions on subjects respecting 
which they arc likely to be (Called on for evidence in a court of justice, becomfs 
of extreme interest, wc therefore copy from the London MtdHal (and 
Journal, for October last, the following case, which occurred In France, infold. 
** A woman was attacked w'ith violent pains in the stomach, and general symp* 
toms of illness, after having walked some distance on a very siilfiy day. She 
had taken ml refreshment whatever until her return home,^when she partook 
ftf a light meal with )ier husband and some friends. From the coi^mencement 
pf the attack, ibe was tormented with raging thirst; she had frequent stools, 
arconipaiiicd with great pain in the bowels. She did not vonut. Upon q^ami- 
naiion post mortem', tlic stomach was found to be in a state c£ inflammation, 
^aipl tlicrc WHS every appearance of some violent caustic having been applied. 
In some parts the coats of the slonuich were entirely destroyed. The pyloric 
portion w:ls of a deep brown colour, and contracted. After this examination. 
Dr. K. declared it to his opinion that poison' had been administered. The 
same opinion w:is alijp given by several physicians and surgeons, wfap were cqU' 
.suited. It was determined tliat tlie destruction of the stomach must have arisen 
from some ^.austi^ material, for that no disease could destroy so large a portion, of 
living animal suhslancr. Clnuissiq^ was fortunately called upon for his opinion: 
ho > ory ])ropcrly <leprcca(cd the rash and ignorant decision of his brethren, whi> 
li;td made no aitcnnit to prove tlie presence of poisonous matter. He stated that 
ilu- same ap])oaranc<:s, and tlic same sudden accession of .symptoms, freqnenliy 
o(’('iirr (‘(1 from internal iliscasc. The husband of the woman was convqf||l^ltiy 
:i.'cphttrtl. There wv not the slightest grounds for ouspicioit 
<' 4 ‘pi ing the tnaipicr in which the woman been atta^ed, 

(4 M.e stomach which was detected upon examination.after / 
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71 . ,'ktion uf flrorne and the Cyamtrelof Ih'omt upon tJisdnimal System.^^- 
iDirnii:/.; :iUacii< (1 loMlic MiUtu-ydiospital of the Uoyal Ciudrd, has occupied 
Iniiisrir with c\ionsl>o researches for the purpose of asccrlainingthe efTects oi 
bronic, b)^ilro-l)r4>nvU«‘ «>f pbtass, dcuto-bronnircl of mercury, and the cyannrel 
fil bi'Dine, upon lIu' .iniinal economy. • 

rrom Ins experiments wllIi the first and hist ii.imed of these f(^nr*sMbsl.^n^^s, 
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he has drawn tlie following conclusions: Ist. )h'omc completely dissoh'cd m 
distilled vatcFf and. injected into the veins, produces death incloses often ov 
twelve iiropsy by coa 0 id|itin^ the blood, without affecting'tlie nervonr. system. 
2 d. Inte^uced into the. stonuurh, the n^sophagus being immcdialely tied, 

it causS^eath in three'i^fbQi* days; whilst if the stomaT'li be filledfwith aft- 
mchts, tins substance ia edli^erted into tlic hydro-bromic arid, the poisonous 
effects ofwluch^ilifitut^'less active. Should the ccsophagus not. be lied* 
it wtU require to sixty drops to cause death, and care is" still neces¬ 

sary to prevent ftii4»eiiig rejected soon after being taken. 3d. Ilroine tj»ken in 
an infesion of coffee, and swallowed before it has had time to he converted into 
bromic acid, will equally cause the death of the aninAl. 4th. Ilroine iut^^ihc- 
ed into tlie stjpuchof a dog, in the dose of fifty or •sixty drops, productrs. 
death, unless%x»n foUowed by vomiting. 5th. It has a strong analogy in its 
operation with iodine, and Consequently ought to be placed next to it in the 
scAle of irntituig poirons. 6 th. Th 6 cyanurct of brome ought to be ranged, 
like tile c^nuret of iodiqe among the narcolico-actid poisons. 7tlr. Injected 
into the.eellular tissue in the dose of five or eight grains, it produces mortal 
symptoms, without however, always inducing death. 8 th. lnti‘oduced into the 
stomachs-of dogs, it only esuscs death in doses of four or fiv(^ grain.s, and the 
dose requisite to kUl a rakbit, under slmilai'circumstances, is infinitely Ics*?.— 
Jirehivea Sept lWli. r 

73. lUduciionofthtSidphureiof Jlrsenic.-^yi. Iterzclius points out tlu* fol 
one of the most certain means of ascertaining the most minute t><ir 
lions of araenic contained in the precipitate obtained by the Indro-sulphnni 
acids and the hydro'sulphates. I'hc precipitate is to be enclosed in a glass 
tube, stopped at one eiul, about four or five inches long, and of tlio ealihn* ol 
a large quiU. This tube i^to be warmed by a lamp of alcohol, over wbirli it 
to be held obliquely in such a manner as that the Hamc will be directed Inune- 
cliately above the part where the substance to be reduced is plu^'i'd so tiiat the, 
vapOfT of the sulphuret of arsenic will be obliged to pass this licatcd point. afiei* 
this, if the vaqiour passes slowly it will be completely decoinposcit. 'I'lu' '^n\ 
phurous acid produced will disengage itself and the arsenious acid he d('])ositi^ 1 • 
on the sides of the tubes. The tube is drawn out f Hire ) after being heati*(R 
the aiMnious acid is pushed into tlie portion of the tube drawn oui ( efiree ) and 
by heating it, it is made lu pass in vapour upon burning <hai'coal, uhich ts 
its reduction. Charcoal in lumps is to be preferi'cd to thcqiowder as tlu: lalii *' 
is dispersed by the he9.t,^^oumalde Chem, MH. Sepi. 1828.* 


MISCELLANEOUS.. 

73. ConttUutum of the Tear.—When Sydenham treated of the constitniici' 
of the year, hq'meant an epidemic, or m certain morbid condition of the hiituiu 
body as'an 0 tiWt,ixom acprtain state of atmosphere as a cause, which he term 
cd the constitution or disposition of the year. The effect was a matter of 
vation, and certain: the cause admitted of disputation.** 

*'If Sydenham had flourished in this era he would have U nned the ( oust; 
tution m tlie yean 1825, 6 , 7, and B, intermittent, and \ lias lie<-ii r oinhuu d 
with an unusual degree of neuralgic affection, from hemicrania to lh«“ mo-t in 
tractable forms of tic doloiiionx. A similar <??>ml)iuation of disease took pl:ii e m 
the year 1809, but has not prevailed for a quarter* of a century to tlie evlent 
which it hu done during the last two years.* It ccmuncnVcd in tlie spring •>( 
1825, having been preceded hv an iinu.sual huyhid aut; nn, during which thr 
noi*th of Etirope was flooded to .a very alarming extent. It was usli* red lu In 
a v^erv fafhl pcritonilis, both .imple and puerperal, in the liuni.iu suhjeel, and 
by a still more desiniclivc wet rot amongst sheep. A wool inc-rehunt Inloimed 
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llif! ('f^or ilurmt; nil oxporicnor (ifMoliy ycurs, ho Imd novor known it so 
ho < •.tmuiU il ijiat ji toiitHi ol’tlio sficojj llirou^hout tlie.kingilom died. Hut 
• tlio tlosi^iicilon ill pui’iiculur situutiuns was excessive. A resident near Komney 
Marsh Iiifnnncd hlni that soiiu* of the farmers lost all their flock; he named one 
wiio had lost twolvo kiindrod sh(*o[). |U was at the end of Febniar;Mii that 
year, that an expeneneed surgeon at the West end of Lond</i said to 

liim, lliat'ln* h;ul lost four patients in tiif puerperal state duruig thatmontli» of 
what ai>]>rare<l to him to he peritonitis previous to the post mortem examina¬ 
tion, wkicli did not <‘\phiin to his sallsfaction the nature ofthe*discasc, he hav- 
iiijr^foiiftd, in two of llie cases, only a little bloody serum extravasat ^ Jylo the 
peniVieuin. lie addetl. t/iat he could not understand it, and was persuaded that 
•mi re would he hi-ard in it. Ills prediction was verified. At the cast end of 
T.ondoii, not far from the river, this di.scasc proved still more fatal during tlie 
montli of March. One surgeon informed the editov that he liad lost seven, an* 
other f«jur.,iii all of which the.#diseasc was*trentcd at the ijistant of its formation 
by active lilood-lettin^. A physician-accoucheur, who attended in consultation 
many ol llicsi* cases stated to him, that out ofthirteSn cases, eleven died, tliat 
all w'hicli iiail Iicen hied died, and that the only two wjliich recovered had not 
hiMui hlc.<l, ha\ii^ been trealed l»y turpentine. The summer proved remarka¬ 
bly dry and hot: during July not a drop of rain fell in London. The intermit 
tents eoimneiiciM with anomalous inllammatory affections, lapsing into con¬ 
tinued lever, ami sliding into a (piotidiaii or tertian type, rheumatism, subject to 
dangerous nietasUisis. • ry.Mpcjas of an untoward kind, and some cases of malig¬ 
nant .sola tliieat, whicli hail not occurred for a long period before. The au¬ 
tumnal season was humul, and the continued fevers, falsely called typhoid, and 
ap])ro\miattng more to the remittent form, proved insidious, the fatal collapse 
occun'ing caj ly ami uncxpccteilly. Tlie following summer proved still more dry, 
theiaj being sc.uTely any rain even in June, and not less hot, so that the pulse 
cro[) flilled. 'j’hc character of disease was less malignant, but the same type 
•was him prosi't'vcd. Fucrpi ml peritonitis was much less fatal, but even in this 
year, one ‘jurgeoii at the east end of the town lost seven women in a very few 
uiaks, under a varied treatment. 1827 being rather cold and humid, intermit- 
^‘^^nts, remittents, and neuralgic affections prevailed in their greatest extent; 
and to courhide lu llie l.-mguagc of Sydenham, the constitution of the year has 
not i iiaii.iii rl in 18J8. rhis fatal peritoneal disease appears to have borne the 
same n !.i<ion to pi i'it«nitis that the pncnnioniu notha does to pneumonia, not 
onlv in the si ious^ «•}• sero-sanguineous ettiision, instead of coagidablc lymph, 
Init also ill tin- coinphuir inability of the patient to bear tlie lancet. Tlie editor’s 
hinils pji‘\»’iit hi«n Irom pursuing this important su!»jert further at present.*’-- 
■ liut'ii'd n/ ]forfii(I t^c. I. l^urt /• 

71. J]ifdri>i}fiuhi<i —“In a Njlliigi-near Tosen, a pig, destined to be killed, 
was Intti n Ij_\ a i'at>i 1 dog. Some lime after, symptoms of hydrophobia appear- 
< d 111 tin- ajiitnnl. l lic proprietor, not wishing to let itdie nulimilly, killed it, 
s.dud the nuai, amUic ami his family ute it ill a few ivccks. Long time after 
this. Dr. SiiitiiMCer, till'medical uUcnilaiit pf the family, having heanl of this 
rircunid im <, went to *10 them, and found them in perfect health, and per- 
fci tiv Iiamp. 1 ahoul tin- issue, for they h.ad an idea that lUero was no danger in 
an\ put of the animal, except tlie head, and us they had cut thi:, part 
rll, :h’k 1 lliiiii d it, t^ey thought that they had nothing to fear. All Uie mem 
lu rs ol this f.imih ha\c coiitimiod well ever since.**— Land. Med. and Sur^ 
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^ecounl of a Singular Spasmodic Affection of the Utspiratttn/ ()n^<mn. }\y l». J 
CiAii^K, M. D. of New Orleans.—The .Muing' lutlj whose ease forms tli<? suhiect 
of the following report, was, at the time of the first occurrence of* I lie y.Kj*)iu- 
mon symptoms to be detailed, in the twelfth year of Ik^ cxtri iiiely faiv 

skin and hair, light blue eyes, tumid upper lip, and I’Aely teiiiperanic nt, with 
other marks of strumous d^thesis. She had siiflerial in iMiihulelphia in the 
winter of 1825, witl^an attack ofinftucn/a, whiqli left her in a slate of great ile- 
bllity, with cough and expectoration so protracted as to excite ajiprcheiision of 
her sinking into a pulmoliury affection, and of which she *)nl\ rtcovered after 
some months enjoyment of country air and a milk diet. After this she h.ul en¬ 
largements of the submaxillary glands, on each side, winch s^ippnrateil slowK 
and left chronic tumefactions, continuing to discharge a thin pmuh nt se< iction 
for a considcKililc time. In the fall of this } ear she was brough' out to I.onlsi.uiM, 
with the hope that a w’arm climate, of wliich she was a native, w oviKl thssi]>:it e 
the apparent tendency to scrofulous affections, and througli the winter In r 
health improved. To the glandular enlargements the licniloek plaster was ap¬ 
plied and worn for some time, tinder W'hirh treatment they gradually hcaii d 
and nearly disappeared. Immc<li.ately subseipient to this, in the montli of Mav, 
1826, she was attacked with a mild rcunitting fever, ami it was in the lingt ring 
and imperfect convalescence which follow'cd, that the first niaiiih stations wi n* 
observed of the singular train of symptoms with which she continued so long 
afterwards to sufter. The first complaint that attiacted attention w'as a sligh* 
but constant pain in the head, accompanied hy an occasional disposition to \ o- 
mit, particularly in the morning, great loss of appetite, and general lisll* ssn< --n 
and dejection. In June, she went into the countrv, hut here getting graduiu'Jy 
worse, in August was brought back to towm, and placed under the joint care «-f 
Dr. Hccrinann, ofthc United States Navy, and myself. At this time slu* still com 
plained of pain only in the forehead. The efforts to ri-l(*.h v. m* now, how e\« r, 
frequent, and afterwords hecumc nc^fly^ continual, Ihougha^ ith no ejt ction from 
the stomach. The bowels were generally con.stlpated, while in tin- stat<* of tin 
pulse and skin, with the exception of a slight los.s of lone and t>*emral rehixation, 
no derangement was to he remarked. An ejnctic had bc< n atlininistercd with¬ 
out any relief, and some active catlmrtic doses were now givi n, consisting of a 
combination of aloes, calomel, and scammony, in the selection of v\ hi( )i arlich s 
we were influenced by the impression that the sv inploms prohahlv dcriv i d tin Ir 
origin from the irritation of an incipient uterine development. 'i‘<» relieve lh«- 
head, leeches were also at this time ^plied to the temples and hehindthe i ars: 
but no benefit accrued. The rctcl^ ornoisy effort to vomit, gradnallv and im 
perceptibly changed into violent spells of spasmodic <^>ughing‘, attt’mle'>M\ it'i 
convulsive movements of the whole muscular system. Tliev vwre t ntinlv in¬ 
voluntary, the subject of them declaring that she was witliout ilic pow i r of i . 
creising any control over them whatever, and that they came on without an\ 
sensation of tickling, pain, or oppression, which usually prerede :in onlinai y 
cough. There was, in fuct, no consciousness on her part of any irritation that 
could excite tbemi they were not attended with any expectoration, and by an 
examination of the fauces, w<* were satisfied that there w as no clongarion of tin 
uvula, or any other pcrci ptihlf source of irritation 6. ’sting there. Trom iIh*^ 
time the spells incrci^d in frequency and duration until they hccmie m :»rl\ 
constan^ occupying in each dtstinct paroxysm from five to ten mimitcs, whih 
the intervais W'cre by no means so long, and thus continuing fiom the luoincn* ot 
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.*i^vak.hi|^ in the mornjiij»| until, under the influence of opium or some other 

powiTfnl narcotic, oi;in mere exluiustion, the unhappy sufi’ercr would tail asleep* 
# \vlu‘Ti th^fre was ahxays an entire suspension of tiic disease. 

Ihc soimd emitted in this sing^ular afl'cetion was observed to be extt£inely 
difrcreni from a comiimn eouj^li, tlic oi:|:asional occurrence of which in flie in- 
t<TvaIs uflorilinjr jm opportunity of remarking the distinction; nor '^as It at 
all like Unit of i>crtussis, hut uas ]irodur. ■! Ijy the expulsion cf air in short and 
continuous spasmodic conlracliotis of the respiratory muscles without any parti- 
cipatioi>tfu tJie movenuMit on the part of the pharynx and lipj^ ^hile in the in¬ 
ternals ilic voice and respiration were altogether unaffected. About 'le^th of 
Sept^her llie paroxysms iKul ai-iscn to an excessive degree of violence. 'Fhcy 
V'e e altcndcil w 1th general muscular spasms and a partial or cnti» sus)jcnsion 
of the act ion of the hcLirt and arteries, and the distress of ou^patiSt seemed to 
Im-e reached the ultuost aggravation conmatiblc \^th edstencc. Up to this 
tiin<-, as liatj l>ecn slaU’d, we Imd been ablff to procure hc%.some hours exemp¬ 
tion every night in slt;,ep, but the remedies cmployec^iii eflecting it could no 
longer reluiiu-d on the stomach; they had in fine become odious to her* and 
siic hc.soiiglit us in prcler<*nec to let her cough. Tluis^ic last day and night 
had parsed wittn^it an iiitcnal often minutes duration, and every moment ap- 
])eared likely to li rminate her sufferings. All the most powerful antispasmo- 
dus hu<l l)fcn giA'ii in enoimous doses; llic warm bath as well as cold affusions 
had beeif iised; the ehest, both anteriorly and behind, had been covered with 
\esicaturies, and furtl' M'than h.as been slated Avilhout even temporary allevia¬ 
tion; when, \\jiilc under tlic use of pmssir acid in large doses, she suddenly 
sunk into a state of great ju’ostratlon, and it was presumed she was dying. 

\ omiting spontaneously, she threw' off a cr)nsi(leniblc quantity of w'hitc mucus, 
nl sonu* eon*^slenee, and in globules, and the cough entirely ceased. As nothing 
of the kind had l)eeu discharged before, though she had often vomited freely, 
if ('.veiled .som^* attention, hut we were afterwards corrected in the conscqucnce^ 
^^c' .Utaeln d lo it, by the eii rinnstance of its being oecasionally dischai*gcd in 
ui)si cjurnt at1:ieks, w ithout being followed by the same relief. From this State 
ol j)i\>-.traiu)n sin slowly jvnived, and on the succeeding day there was a tlegree 
^ n u'lion amounting to considerable fi ycr, yvhich gradually subsiding in two 
or llu'cc da\s moiv left her (piitc* well. 

Sul)s( tpienth to this ‘•he had four distinct attacks of a similar character, at 
lit -.1 oeciii'ring \v jth softie reguKivltv e\ erv month, then an intcn’al of ty'o months 

* l.ip-^ed, and pno^tftthc last attaek, wlScli occurred in May, l'82fr, a much 
Irmg, j- i-i spile w^is enjoyed of nearly four inontlis. In each of the returns of 
Ui.s iireeti*ni1 \wis attended with nearly the same symptoms as have been at 
h ngtii d< laikd, < \ce[)l in their oiisct, which, after the first, wasinvariably sud- 
(|. n .tiid nnexpeetuU not preeedt dhy any premonitoiy retching, but fixing her 
HI the enji.yinent of a perfect^ exemption witli the suddenness of an attack of 
''|)asinodic asthma, running up r.iphlly to the extent of its violence, and after a 

• ontinn.ince of sc\enor eight days leaving her with the same abruptness. There 
u as now, loo, u com(»laint of pam in the oreasl, not felt at first, not acute or 
si A I rt, blit IK arlv constant and referred always to the upper part of the stcr- 
numr In tlie int( ryals,»at first, she enjoyed perfect relief, immefflatcly reco- 
\ . rirg lu r \ iy .ii ity ami appetite, and, as tar as the restraint which was imposed 
f.n Its indiilgi m e ‘idniitled, her strength and appearance. Hut for some time 
]nv\ ions to'tbe hist^iaroxysm, shc wus ohscr\’ed to be affected ever}' morning 
on :iu .iking, at w Iialsoever hour that might be, Avith a slight spell of coughing 
of lli‘ saiiK' pi'culiur character, lu'Aing at first a fcAV seconds oidy, but gradually 
im rcasing in duratiop up to the time of the last attaek, until it occupied thirty 
Of forty hiinutt after Avlilch she tos ahvays i ntin.Jy exempt for the remaining 
1 w e nt} -four hoii Jn the sameTOaiiner she i onlinucd to he affected after the 
.iltaek of May, Imt in a imieh slighter degree, the paroxysm being reduced to 
.1 few moments eontinuam e, and not manili'stiiig any ilisposilion lo^mcrcase. 
\1 hat is not a hltle reinarUablr among the cireuniit.inei-, of the ea^e, was rtial 
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irt the course (»t ihf winter she was once aifcctc’d witli conitnon catarrlf a dis¬ 
ease of general prevalence among us at tliat season, without ifs aggravating in the 
slightest degree the spasmo<lic aflcction of the morning. Slie was watched with 
anxiet^y but the dchuxioii from the nose and eyes, with the ordinary cough and 
hoarseness, all passed oif, without havin|‘ become iinplicutjd at all with the dis- 
tinct syni^ilom which was the subject of our concern, 

'file result of the measures which were ])uvsued, in the treatment of this cm- 
haiTiissing ease, does not, it itiust be confessed, thi*ow much light upon its na¬ 
ture. During tlfb existence of the paroxysms, the most powerful antispasrnodics 
were ivsortetl to, and administered in doses, which, under less ])rcssing circipn- 
stances, would not have been hazarded. The insL^iisibilily to their or#Wna*y 
iidluencc, cc^d be paralleled only by the state of the sy stem in tetanus, aiul* 
certain oilier aiscu|jL’S of high nervous irvilation, and m as another feature of the 
case woilli remarking. Ophim, the extract of cicuta, and prussic acid, were 
the ailicles <n succession, freely emjiloyed, the list of which, it was thought, 
was attended with more benefit, and less distress, than any otlier antisiiasmodic 
medicine wliich had been used, but yet, witli very ]iai*tiid relief. The cuin- 
plaint of pain ui tfie hrrast early led to a free detraction of l>lood by leeches, 
:uul in one attack attended witli unusual febrile action, vcnesecifion w as carried 
to the extent of an alarming syncope, but thoug'h moderating ils violene;e, 
it did not abbreviate the usual course of the parox\sni. Durfng the intervals, 
a scion was at one time worn in the breast for three montlis, she was subjected 
to a course of ('nietics, consisting of ipccacuanlia, and llie sulphate of /inc, ami, 
after the athick of January, its mure inflainmatoi-y character iiuluced the adop¬ 
tion of a vegetable diet, and free exercise in tlie open air. Wln tlier beneficially 
ititluenced by these measures or not, our patient c\idcn11y improved, 'flie 
paroxj'sms became milder, and the intervals considerably longer, ,\vlnle there 
had been for some time, a gradual iinpi’ovement in her gcner:d healtli, wliicli re¬ 
lieved us from the natural apprehensions at first entertaineil, and inspired us 
with a hope that her singnilar disease was gradually passing a\va>. As it ha<l, 
liow'evcr, been in tlie previous warm season, that she had fallen into ill-health, 
it \Vas thought prudent to remove her, during the approaching siiminer, from 
a cliTTiate where she had sulVercd so much, wlijle, some general lienelit was aif-"' 
ticipated from a sea voyage, and sea bathing. Previous to her departure, and 
while engaged in transcribing some notes of the case, I took occasion, for my 
fiiillidr sat^actlon, to inspect again the slate of the f.iucA*. Tor this purpose, 

1 railed hci^ in the presence of her fafhily, to a window, might have the: 

houcfit of a strong light, and after explaining to them my ob je^'t, e\aiiiin< d lu r 
throat with great care, hut nothing not perfectly w ithin the nuMiral:»id licalthy 
organization of the jiarts could be discovered.f * 

l)uring#he voyage, according to information derived from her elder sister, 
wlio accompanied her, she was allected with an oydinar\' catarrh of some s'eve- 
rily, which, as in the previous instance, run its course without either aggravat¬ 
ing or interrupting the short spell of spasmodic coughing with which she still 
continiicdto be aH'ceted on awaking. . On her arrival in l^iladelplda, immedi¬ 
ately after a distinguished professional character was consulted, who, on examin¬ 
ing the throat, discoveretl now an elongation of the utula, and eonoeiMilg it’ 
to be the probable cause of the extraordinary symptoms w hich were descrilicd 
to liim, but which he happily had no opportunity of witnessing, at once removed 
it. The operation is understood to have been succeeded bp some tmnefacliun 
of the surrounding parts, on t.ic subsidence of which she was fouml l4) be re¬ 
lieved of the morning cough. Since then mfirc than twelve moiiliis have now 
elapsed, the natural changes incident to licr period ofiife jnivc been establish¬ 
ed, and she has never liad any return of hcr^^gularmffcction. 

Subsequently to the ocrurrcncc of this embarrassing rase, believed at tlie 
time to be almost unique, an account has been observed in a siiortan.a'vsis with 
extracts of a recent publication of Mr. O. Hell, styled “Appendix to I»aperHon 
‘hf*N( rvr‘s,’* in the tvvclftfi nuiiiber of ilu- Medieo-fdiinirgical Ueview, of some 
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ciinoiLMiiistanccs ofdbclsc iu^oung i'cmalrs, wliicli, though not very particu- 
jurly dcliiilcil, w<)ulcKa])pcar, by all tlicii* important cliaractcnstics, to have been 
identical wilh tlic case which forms the subject of this report. There is also a 
reference to unotlicr remarkable instance of the same alVection, said ti^ have 
been recorded some time previously,ffor which, however, we huv<j in vain 
scarche<l tlp’ough a long series of lljc Ueview. Of the nature of these singular 
cases, but'oiyj opinion seems to be entert ned by Mr. Bell am? the accomplish¬ 
ed e<lll(jr of that Journal—that it is an att’cction of the nerves in^uciicing the or- 
g:ms of X'Spiralioii—the most susceptible, Jis it is stated, of tflc system- derived 
primarily from the irritation of |bc development taking place in the i*.. rfls and 
ovari;fSuid from the agc^aml sex of all the individuals alfcctcd, as well r from' 
flic iiniform rcMdt of tlie cases, a strong confirmation U derived of tlie patholo¬ 
gical explanation they offer, lo the autlior of this paper, as well as to his re- 
spcc.taljlc crolleaguc, it is but due to shit^that it \?a 9 the first suggestion that 
occurred iiulhc instance they #erc treating, and the fact*lliat the restoration 
of tlicir patient was very soon followed by the constitutional changci which 
might have been earlier looked for, would seem to warrant them in offering the 
testimony of her case in support of the opinion rcfcrreiP to. A v’cry different 
idea it is true, w‘»i entertained by tlie eminent individual who saw her in Phila- 
dcljjhia, in wbiciihc was naturally confirmed by the relief which followed the 
excision of the uv^ila from that remaining s 3 *ni])lom of her disease so often al¬ 
luded to,‘the spell of coughing in the mornings. To account for the elongation 
of tliat organ iiaving eluded discovery oil the previous examinations, it occur¬ 
red to him that by a lemporaiy contraction of its muscular fil)i*es, it might have 
been at those moments removed from <i])scr\aliou. But this suggestion couUl 
liurdly be received, when it w;is recollected tliat those examinations were made 
at different p^irioiU of the disease; the first when the symptoms were in a slate 
of the utmost aggravation, and Hie last, when they existed at Ic.ast in as great a 
<U‘gre<‘ as at thv time of tin- removal, by individuals, too, imt unacquainted with 
flu- distress «>re:isioually produced by an elongation of the uvula, and in this in¬ 
stance, evlrenu-ly inttrested in discovering a cause for symptoms which they 
could lu'ither cx])lain nor relieve. It will also occur to any one familiar with 
fyt* modinitc degi'ce of irritation ordinarily cxciUal by the tumefaction and 
(onscijuent projection of the uvula, so frecpiently attendant on a common ca¬ 
tarrh, that the alfoclion in lliis instance to have been r.ipable of jiroducing tlie 
horrible ii’alii tjf sympfbms with the protracted di.-.trcss vv <5 have detailed, must 
have lj<‘<-n too conv<o rahle to have been i^niovedfroni observation by any tran¬ 
sient contraction ^f which that muscle is susceptible. But an attention to the phe¬ 
nomena of flic ca^l^ is, we conceive, sufficient to decide the impossibility of their 
having been occasioned by the uiefb.anical irritation of a chronic organic enlarge¬ 
ment. After the fii*st parowsm, which, it is true, came on gradiudly, but yet 
witlioiil anv distress, wliicli cwld be referred to the throat, all the succeeding 
ont's superveiwd on a state of entire immunity with suddenness and violence, and 
in the same manner after a nearly uniform duration of seven or eight days, out of 
a ot the utmost if^'gravation, the relief obtained was always sudden, imme- 
tjialt'^aml comjrtelc. AVith this entire velitf of all the symjitoms, Undlhcydc- 
peiulctl <m tlie imlalion*<)f a projecting uvula, the cause that produced them 
qiiist also hav '• ]jass< *l awa\’; hut so siiddcnlj^ and so entirely without any per- 
t eptioii on the part of the individual alfecttd, a serious elongation ofthatorgtin 
».>uld not have hri-itc.stablished, or if that were possible, it would not at least 
ill the sainc abrupt manner, have been retracted and removed. 

The slight cough of the mornlnjf which disappeared after its excision. It will 
he ri'collectctl, was aijymptom of vciy laic occurrence in the course of the di.s- 
t'lise, the’intervaK for some monlhS having been altogether free from it. That 
an elongalion actu illy existed at the time of the arrival in Philadelphia, cannot 
be <pK‘sli.»iied; the con.scqucnco, we believe, it ean be as little doubted of the 
catarrhal afiection of the voyage, nor would W'C be thought by 111134 nTcans djs- 
'pubcd 10 iiupugii the judiciousness of its c..».lirpaUon, The aifectum had been 
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obscure and protracted, and much dread was still elltc^,aincd of its rcciii.’cnrc, 
:m ample justification for the removal of a source of irrilalitHi quite :id<‘qiiate *to 
fonn an obstacle in the, way of a peifcct recover}', however little ajycncy it 
could i.:ivc hail in the original production of the disease. 'I’hc linmediate elVcct 
of the m^surc confirmed its propriety; f et while we acl^liowlcdgc with idea- 
sure the happy influence it appeared to exert in arresting the still jiugcring, 
though momentaf y paroxysms of the morning, we conceive the sub,si‘(]pient e\- 
em])lion from tli^p severe attacks, cannot he considered but as one of those for¬ 
tuitous coincidences so familiar to the profession, and whicli are so oflirw'suflcr- 
ed to f'stablish erroneous view's of disease, and fjp attach an undeserved inniort- 
ance to an ineflicient or an inujjpropriate remedy. ^ 

To place on record a detailed and faitidul history of this cxtraonlinaiy ease, 
we have considered a duly to the profession. Though happily not of frequent 
occurrence, it yet appears fo have been by no mc.ans a solitary instance of liie 
afiectioii, and if littlf information is afforded a:Ji the means of controlling its 
frightful s\niplom.<», it yitV'ls at least in connection with .llie nu»re satislaelory 
account of Mr. Hell, the consolator} ciicouiitgciiieiitlliat iiudl tlie instances that 
have yet been reported, it li.as been harmless in its result. 

I'vnv Orleans, Ikccmber Vlh, lb28. 


Since the receipt of the above case, we have seen Dr. iMiysfck. He informed 
n.s that ill the letter which accompaniial the young l.idy to Pluladcljlliia, the 
doctor had advised a sea \o}age and sea bathing, under the impression that it 
“ might be an anomalous exhibition of scrotulous disease.’* Afu r the cure bad 
been effected by the excision of the uvula, the above hislor} of the ease 
was foinvarded, in which he informs us that he had cxainiiioil the throat but 
did not observe any elongation of the uvula, and influencx'd by sufuc eases, as 
he slates, detailed by Mr. Charles Hell, he inclines to the belief that the pecu¬ 
liar hymjiloms of his patient were owing to some irritation takiiq^ place in tlie 
development of the ulerus atul o^aria. lie fnrthei' undertakes to la'presi n1 tin: 
cure of his patient “us fortuitous,” and “ of a natun’ ealeulaled to establish er 
roncous \iew's of disca.se, to attach an uiidescvvcd importance to .in iiulHcii nt 
.md inap])ropriatc rciin-dy.” U is nb\i()us that tin se .ire mere opinions of 1)*, 
Clarke, I inmght forward after his patient was euied, and Iiowcm.t ingeniou'' 
this may appear to him, pro\e nothing respecting tlic cause of the eomi)lainl. 

In the letter sent W’ith his patient, jt will he foiiiul Ihat^llie tlisease in its llrsl 
stage w’as attended with jiain in the head, with n tchlngs fo,voinit neailv con¬ 
stant, and that the gastric irritation was then considend as s}.mpatlie1ir of an 
Incipient cephalic affccllon, and though treated on that prineiVde, mVaiUanlagi: 
was derived. “ Tlic ndcliings gradually chatiged to a eonvnlsiM- cougli, alto¬ 
gether involuntaf}' and uncontrollublc, and conve} ing an imjiri. ssion as if stum 
tliinf* ohstrncUd and irriUiUd tfn-. organs of resplrnf-ion.^'* It is jjleasing to ob¬ 
serve how nearly llic doctor came to the true cause of his patient’s disease. Dr. 
Pliysick asserts that the uvula was elongated when he examined it in Pliihultl 
phia, hut that it was neither inflamed^ swelled, or altcrccrfroin Its natural state, 
except in length, and exhibited no appeanmee. of what it .sechis Dr. Cj^n kc-j 
looked for, “ a chronic organic enlargement.” 'fhe hnnalural length of tin- 
uvula. Dr. Physick attribtited entirely to a diminished action of its a/vgn,'- 
muscle not supporting the organ sufficiently. Dr. Physick informed us tluit he 
had met with the organic enlargement looked fop by Dr. <darke, hot that wa.s 
not its condition in this patii .it; so far from being enlarged, it was, if nn\ thing, 
more slender than common in its transverse diameter. Though Dr. Clarke di«l 
not discover tlic elongation in this insUince, the. samediff'eiilty in delecting its 
existence has occurred to other pliysicians ifi tliis city owingto a lcjnj)oran re 
fraction taking place at ihe time of the examination. 

Dr. Olarko admits that whin his patient arrived in Phll.adilphia, die inula 
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WAft cU;^if^aic.‘(l, aiul atlri^uti s jhc occurrence t(» a caturrli taken on llie toyac'V. 
buf tli'iH cannot bo a4initlo<l, inabmuch as tlio ortni*» was not cnJarirctI, swcllotl, 
or inllaincd, nut was louml more hloiiilcr than usual, ctmimon shghl ralarrli 
is not troquenli^ ])rothu.luc ol’an clonp^atiou of the uvula, and wIkiicv/v tht* 
iiiHamniatiou ol (ho nmrous mouibranelin that disease bceonu s so violent as to 
ha>e (hat eUcet it alwaji'. pnuluces the ]>ainfiil deglutition which aUi'fids what 
IS coininotily calh il a bad sore Ihi'oal, bii^ o sucli syinptouis ukc nicntioiu'd ])y 
i>P. Clarke, as b:i\iii{^ existed \\ hen she was adcclod with catarrh in New <)r- 
liaiis, a»j<l nothini^ of that was iiKutlonod as atlciulinj^ her cdld^ou the votage, 
i( was l)Al a slig'Iif cold. I’esides her cold had ceased wlien she amved, ijloven 
it the^vula bad been sonu^'liat inllained during' its coutinuunce, wliicl' from 
tiic '.bove eonsidciMtiou'fi'.lMglilv improbable, llie inflammation and swelling bad 
entireU snhsulod w ben Dr. iMusiok ( xaininod the throat. The vomiting in the 
ronmioiicomont of lln.s <lisease is anollicr circnni.staiA:o tli d maybe satisfacto¬ 
rily nnik r.slpod as arising fronvthe cloi]gall*d n\ ula imtatiJg the pllart ii.x, as a 
fealhi'V or llio end of tlie finger pr»»dncos that enbcl av hen pl.ared there. Tn 
ronlirmatloM «)f this explanation. Dr. Dewees has lately informed Dr. i'h)sick, 
that lie but a sliort lime since attended a lady tlislressechwilh the same kind ol 
\omitiiig', whieli^'csisted all the anti-cnudic. ivincdics he prescribed, but whi<'h 
was cured \\ ry speodllv In an astriiigciil gargle, ordered as st)ou as he fouiul by 
cxaminAlioM llial the \onuimg w.is owing to the eloiigaliorv contciuUal for. l<i 
(his ease«r‘f Dr. Clarke (lie disease eommonce<l after a n^mittent fever, by wbicli 
Ave knmv’tile slreiiglh .,1' jiniseulav action is always more or less diinini.shed 
lliroughmd live body; wbv tins was to a gi'eater dej^TC in the muscle of the 
inula than in olln rs in the saint* person, we cannot explain; but the tuxnrrencc 
of such a < ondilion in parlii ular muscles is not vciy uncommon besides in that 
of the uviil.'o^we not unfrctjiiciitly see. the lewalor palpcbrvc sn])enoris in live 
same condiiioii, preventing the ]jatienl from opcningthe eye, .so that llu* tac! is 
pnn etl, that suigle muscles sometimes have their power of contraction thus di 
iinnislied, without the imniedi.ile cause being* apparemt. ()n tins principle tin* 
morhliig’cougli is casdy e\]>lalncd. 'I'he muscular system during shicp is .d 
w .i\ s rehiMil to a greater or less degree. 'I*he uvula, from the jiix a ions AVtak 
^M^ss of its muM’le, of loiivse tlesc.t nded, and irritated the glotti-, Init on vising, 
that nnisele, along u idi otlic rs of the body, bt ing roused Intoaetion, the <*ongh 
t*ccasioue<l by its pn \ious disecait wasol shoit continuance. Ag'ain, if llic vio¬ 
lent fits i.feoiigliing #110 owing to a strumous eondiliiiii of the m stem, or Iritl 
llu ir origin from tlu^siip]>osed sympatliy %u*ntioiied hy Dr. Clarke, the morning 
cougli A\ as also atlrihi'lihl. to five same causes, tor according lu the doctor’se\- 
press di'i'lgiiMtlo^, tlris morning* «‘ongli had the same peciili.ir rh.iraetcr. Now 
ve would .isk whednrit is possil*le for llie operation of snipping oil* a small 
j>‘k ee of llu' uMila, to cure slnitna, or to remove the imagined syni])athy'^ ’flu' 
\ o> age cc rlaiidy vlul neither, J‘or she brought liuit cough \\ ith her, whicli ncAev 
«< asrd unid tin* o])» ralum ix moved it almost iinineiUalelv', and from the lapse 
•)f time sim e il appears il rlli i*ted a permanent cure. No doubt the temporary 
abati ments a.id n liims of tlu* more violent states of this complaint arose from 
tin mure or h s« comph le action of the axyigos muscle in siispendinj^ the ua ula. 
•\1iii*rt more might he a^ded to provi* that occasional elongation of the uvula was 
tlie whole can >v of lliis y oung lady's sufl’cring.s; wt' shall only add at tliis tiiiiL, 
?h.it suoii a slate ofthe uvula in inuducing a convulsiAe cough is nOAV' so gene 
rdly known ami acknowledged, that any further arguments seem to us supe** 
finous, I’he < fleet ofthe operation is now hmuen not to h\.' fnrtuHnus, nor iloes 
it h ad to I rrnrieous views, giving tii undue importance to an incfKcient and in- 
appropriab* remedy.—Kns. 

• ’ . • — 

{'fisr of Diahtit^ surccasfully Irtaferi. Dy S.v.Afri.r. .Ivc kson, M. 1). of Nor- 
ihnmhcrlAiKL—During the la.st Avinter, Dr. Vrice, ofSnnbury, rc<inesled me U' 
visit with him Samue l Anrhmnty at Shamokin Vails. Tliis patient bad been 
lit ended by the doctor during many mouths, .nul sidivatv ij for di.cased liv v r, :d 
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tended with violent, dry coug'h. He wiis now g^catly^maciated and livable to 
leave his bed; appetite voracious; thirst unceasing: <;ough troublcsomt at 
night and without expectoration; shin steadily dry, liarsh, und dry; pulse i 
abou^90, and not in other respects very diflbrent from natural: his urine lim¬ 
pid, sweet, und passed to the amount o."about five und awe gallons every twenty- 
four hours. Tile diabetes had been coming on gradually for many months be¬ 
fore it was mentioned to Hr. Price. 'J’lie patient had been intemperute in the 
use of ardent spirits for two years previous to liis sickness. 

This was the fifst ca.se of the disease 1 Jiad been consulted in durinff a busy 
practice of sixteen years, and tliereforc: it may !>e re adily presumed iiiat I was 
by no means au fait in the business, or prepared td advise in this diifiq^t mat¬ 
ter. But adverting to the vicarious functions of the skiifand kidneys, we quickly 
agreed that the perspiration ought to be restored if possible. 'J'liis indication was 
both physiological und prr^'tical, having been found useful by Dobson, M^Cor- 
mick, as wfe may Ictm from Mason^Good. To rttain this end we (Jircctcd the 
patient to take Hover’s powder every evening as frccly^s his stomach weuld 
bear it, and at the same time to pul his feet for several Itours into a tub of hot 
water under the bed clothes, wliile he lay extended on liis back and well c«- 
vered. He was directed to Jive almost wholly on animal food,^'iiid entirely with¬ 
out vcR^tables; to drink as little as ])ossibIe, and in fine, to avoid every thing 
wliich could impose labour on the kidneys. ' 

The simultaneous use of the powder and bath hud the desired cITcc!, pro¬ 
ducing a free and comfortable perspiration, not one feeling of winch he h:ul 
known for many months; and in a very few days the skin felt more naliiml, the 
urine began to diminish a little, and tlie puticoil fell that he w:is certainly bit¬ 
ter. The previous prescription was continued, and we <lirectcd a tonic niixUirc 
of bark, ginger, and iron rust. „ 

Tlie patient improved so rapidly that he became rather careless, and did not 
persevere as rigidly with his remedies as was desired; still he continued to 
amend, till in tw'o months his urine was reduced from five and six gallons i.i 
the twenty-four hours to about two quarts, and Ills skin was rendered natural 
to the touch, as also healthy in its functions. In fine, the cure ap])caj:’ed (o be 
complete, the urine being of itsnatui’al colour, and the patient rifling abrrt.iTl 
with advantage, his thirst and morbid apjietitc gone, and his cough gi’adually 
wearing away :is he recovered strength. 

He continued to improve in his general hcaltli durinjf'lhe summer, but I am 
sorry to state, that lie died without lay knowledge of biii6u$fcvcrin the month 
of September, and tliat no examination of the body was madi?. 'I'liis unfortn- 
nate patient was yet fortunate in living to affortl an instlincc k.f the.triumph of 
reason in medicine, over blind transmitted empiricism. 

It is very possible that the facility of cure in tlie above ease was altogctlu i* 
owing to tile long-continued and judicious use of mercury, which Hr. Trice had 
instituted for the cure of the liver and lungs. This had most probably j-emoved 
some lesions or morbid a-ssociations which would have proved a seviotiK obstacle 
to the just operation of the tliaphoretic and tunic reincdKzs. It is worthy of no¬ 
tice, howQver, that the* mercurial eccitement Iiad no tendency to euro the tiri- 
naiy disease; nay, the diabetes having begun before the mercury was used, in 
creased steadily during all this time tiic medicine was in opcr.itioii. Thus it is 
in many other diseases—mercury does not absolutely cure them, but it prepares 
the system for the curative operation of other medicines, er of nature hci'self. 

Ohaervations on a netv preparation of Crpti^va. By George W. Caiipentkh, of 
Philadelphia.—Balsam Copaiva is admitted by all, to be; one of the most nau¬ 
seous and disagreeable articles of the materia nyedica.^ Disguised or mixed as 
it may be, its un]}]casant nature is still manifestly uid little, if at all dimiiitslictl, 
communicating its nauseous taste, and its disagreeable odour to the^brealli, for 
several iiours after each dose, and frequently acting as an emetic or c.xtiiarti'*, 



. i/nv)'irnH lafi'lhi^^tnn'. 



unci Jt^Hlccts arc thus lost. From these circumstances, its use is tVccjuemJv' 
ai^ndonce], io cases wlif ro it otherwise scoultl be of the liighest iitililv, andi-vcu 
where it is almost iitdis|jcii**ablc, and other remedies, much less elUcient arc 
substituted, thus protractlnjj the euro • ^ 

Since the introducyon of this rcinctW down to the present period, it has ever 
been a desidcruUim to oliviatc; these irlcoiivcnicnccs, ujul it is a cii^umstuncc 
not less Hiifortunate and mucli to be regreUed, than it is singular, that, ainithsl 
the rapid nArch of improvement and 'i scovcrics, (wliicli ihrms a peculiar tea 
tore in jnodcrii chcmi.stiy, and phjirmaccutica! science,) an*int^rovemcii( iji tlu: 
cxhibilAn of copaiva should so long have evaded the vigilant researches of the 
critlci|i and scrutinizing climiist and pharmaceutist. 

• It ajfords me, therclAv, much ])lcaMirc, to be able to inform the medical fa¬ 
culty, tlxat I have succeeded in consolidating copaiva, to a consistence for form¬ 
ing into pills. 'I’lic consolidated copaiva is the oilAiid resin united, anti coiisc- 
cjuently, possesses all the properties of tlA balsam. • • 

It may be made into four grain pills, and one or Uvo pills taken three times 
a (lay, two pills ai*c cflual to thirty drops of tlic balsam; these pills may be hikcii 
witliout the least inconvenience, ncidier commiinicaliijg taste, nor impaiiing 
odour to the brt^ith, it is also ri-taincd without the least dis(|uietiide or uneasi¬ 
ness to the stomach, and 1 ;ini niformcd by Dr. Rousseau, it docs not purge in 
large doses. • 

I'his article difTcrs very csscniialU from what is termed extract, or resin 
copaiva, being not in the least dclerioraled in the preparation, nor at all 
weakened by adml\<ure of any forcigti substance, for the juirposc of giving 
consislcMicc. It is particularly rccoiuinendcd for its nunieruus advantages ovcj 
the balsam, and all its preparations. 7\s thi; oil of copaiva is an active prepa¬ 
ration, it is the l)e.st mode of using this article; for, being united with the rc.sin, 
it may be mrfdc into pills and taken witliout experiencing the nauseating taste 
of the (fd; while, the oil alone cannot be taken, otherwise than in draiigiit, vv hirli 
jvill subject it^o the same incouvcmenccs with the tUiid balsam, having its dis- 
agreeable taste, with its iinplca'^anl » Heels. 

The C’onsoli(lated (Jopaiv a mamifaelnrcl and sohl at George W. (kirjii n 
Gheinical Ai’.iuhouse, No. oOl, Market-street, I'hiladclpiiia. 


Cfisr. nf. //triu if the ilxirnuit lUve .'htirfif trcufiul .succi'i^ftti/ij hij 

fhe. rfKf>cl. 11} J. II v^HM.iMi, M. D. I pcH'orme*! this operation on the 28tii ol 
Octoljcr^ l/>28. My»patienl*s name was V»eorg’c llilncr,—aged 4d yeai*s, b\ 
profession a print, f. Ilather more than twoyi ars before tliis time, he perceived, 
iqiongettii^ iql^ne morning*, a small tumour in Ibe rlglit groin, which then 
was not larger lliaii a hazel-nut, pid, upon being ])ressed, slipped from under 
the Anger. I'revioiis to this time ho liatl i-njoved excellent health, and was 
accustomed to takv* a great deal of exercise. He did not pay miicli attention 
Mii.s appearance till ahmit .luiie, 1828, when, being engaged in printing a papes 
I'or one of the mi-dleal journals ot this city upon tin* siihjtel of aneurism, he. was 
struck vvitli the siniil:i*’ity of his symptoms with iIkmc des(;ribcd in the paper, 
and was induce^ from this to siispi ct that Jic was a(rect('d with the same com¬ 
plain?^ Me now showed it to Dr. Hell, his family physician; who iVniiicdiately 
pronounc''i| it to be an aneurism, pointed out to him its nature, and advised hi/n 
tfc suhinit to an openitioii for its cure. !l\'this lime the tumour had iiicre.«'>cd 
very consideiably, ii^d pulsated with great violence 'riiroiigh the j.'olileilpss 
of Dr. Hell, I iii-st saw him iiitlic hcginningofOctohcr; and, upon es miination, 
found the tumour situated iii tlu riijlit groin, t!\tcnding below, and httle aboyi* 
Roupart’s hgamcnl, its longest diameter now measured abonf live indies, its 
shortest fteaii) four inches. In cansetpu nee of the jjalicid* having recently 
.■^ullered from an attack ofintermittent fever, it was dccin< d proper topostpoiie 
die opera^nn f ii* a short lime, On ’l iicsilay, the 28lh of ()clo!)cr, at ten o*i lock, 
A. M. I pioe( ededi to the operation in tin* presence Doctors IMusitk, Ihre 
^ No. VI,--Fell. 1820- 
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ner, RoU, OiUmgham anA Dunbar, and Mr. Dorsey, the pafvent having taken, ** 
two lumrs previously, fifty drops of laudanum. Having shaved the haff from 
oil* die pubes of the'side to be operated upon, an incision vfhs made, commenc¬ 
ing about one incli witlui\ and a line or two below the anterior superior spine 
of the and continued in a seini-hina| form within its convexity downward^ 

in the dirt^'.lioii of Poupart’s ligament, aid terminating at^he external aT>domi' 
nul ring. The whole extent of tills incision was rather more than three inches. 
After carcfnlly dissecting down to the tendon of the external oblique muscle, 
tills tendon was ^iv^ctl, and the internal oblique and transversalis immediately 
presented themselves and were cut tlirough upon the director. I’lie finder was 
then parsed down behind the spennatic cortl, and tl^ peritoneum sligh^ re¬ 
moved until the artery was felt distinctly, hounded on itjj inner side by tli^cin. • 
1 gently separated the artciy from the vein with myforedinger nail, and believ¬ 
ing the artery, from its fecl,^o be in a perfectly sound stale, I passed the liga¬ 
ture under it without the least difficuj^y, by means of Dr. Pliysick’s needle and 
forceps; I now tied ilHs firndy as possible, and tlfc pulsation in the flimour in¬ 
stantly ceased. I'wo smal^ arteries were cut before exposing the tendon of the 
external oblique, which were taken up. 'iMie patient conipliuncd very little, ^ 
during the operation, wllicli occupied exactly sixteen minutes. The pulse, for* 
several days previous to tlic operation was 80. A quarter ultau hour bt fore 
Die operation it was 72; a quarter after, it was 64. At 4 o’clc^.k, P. M. it rose 
lo 76; at this time the temperature of the right limb was 90 ditg. J‘'ali 4 ;en!icit, 
that of the left, 95 deg. Pahr. At 11 o’clock at night, Die p\dsc was 80, full 
and regular. ’Plic dift'erence in temiierature between the two limbs continued 
about five degrees. The pulse continued about 80 throughout the night. 

On the second day of the operation, 1 was pleased to hear my patient say, 
that he had enjoyed a tolerably good night’s rest. The pulse at 9 A. M. was 
76, and very regular. But little difference could be ])erccivcd bylUe touch in 
the temperature of the two limbs, although Die thermometer showed it to be 
between five and ten degrees lower at the toes of the right than «;f the left: at ^ 
the knees, the temperature was the same. 'I'hc pulse did not rise above 80 
throughout tlic day. 

On Thursday morning, the third day after the operation, T found hchad’passe^^ 
a good night; complained of nothing but fatigue from lying in one position;* 
pulse throughout tliis day 75. Saturday, fifth day after the operation, I remov¬ 
ed the first dressings, and found a considerable part of thu^vound united by the 
first intention: the granulations in tiie •remaining pai’t appe^u’cd quite healthy. 
The ligature was surroiiiide<l by liciAthy pus. As his bowels had not been 
moved since the operation, he this day took some rhubarb and magnesia, which 
was the first medicine given to him .since the operation. On tliS twenty-second 
clay, the ligature came away, and a few days after he was pcrmittctl to get up 
and walk about the room, wliicli he was able to tlo wil h but little inconvenience. 
The tumour in the groin, is now very pcrceptibl 5 diminished, and be waik.s 
aiiout with great ease. I at first felt considerable apprehension lest the limb, 
in consequence of its being deprived of its usual quantity of blood, .should be¬ 
come gangrenous, more especially from pressure, by its lying too long in one 
position: in <ynlcr to obviate this, I hJU the position of tlyc limb thanged cacry • 
hour. lalsohad a complete bed made for it of carded wool, wliicli wascliangcd 
whenever it became hard;—an<l at each visit I gently rubbed the parts about* 
Die h^el and ankle with my hand, or a piece of soft fhumcl. In case any nuinb- 
ness^cxisted, (and tiicre wu at times a slight numbness ifftiic toes,) this al¬ 
ways relieved it. The patient compared the friction of the toes to the winding 
up of a clockjnc said Dicy would run very well after the friction, until iny next 
visit. • . ^ 

In conclusion, f would observe, that the great fiwiblV I had in passing the’*- 
ligature under the artei^ by mean.s of Dr. Physick’s forceps and necdh*, con¬ 
firms me in the opinion, thati^ is the best imstrument ever invented for*^the pur¬ 
pose of tying up deep-seated vessels. I would also recommend, that Die nccHIc • 
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sho^d be tn^^e of steel, \i\\rt\\cU case, tlio surgeon will, be able to push the 
enstniTnent through tne cellular substance surrounding the vessel without using 
his knife ut all? by* which means the artery need be^ut very sliglitly (lenudeci, 
and the danger of the operation will be considerably lessened.—iVor/A jlmer. 
Mtd, y Surg, JourTh Jan. 18^9. | • 

Ulceration of the Kidneys. —Professor Waiiheit lias published in the 
Medical and Surgical Jouriml sonic interesting cases of ulcoratipn of the kidneys, 
with observations. The disease, he says, is of not iinfre<pient oreuri-oiPicc'; but 
the oblcurity of its symptoms causes it to he mistaken for disease -f llie blad¬ 
der or urethra, and to tlitf great distress, and even destmelion of the patient, 
the t^atment is directed to the urethra or bladder, instead of the real seat of 
the disease. Whetlier the disease is ever cun^lc. Dr. \V. knows not; the 
treatment, however, that he recommends^is venesectio i gillie commencement, 
and afterwaixls the frequent ^iplication or leeches (o the loins and pei‘ii]?cuiii, 
the warm bath; mucilaginous injections with laudantin, into tlie rectum; deep 
issues in the back over the uU’ectcd kidney; iruicilaj^nous drinks taken icry 

copiously; the mildest regliueu, and the eonslant use. cu opium. 

• 

'Trun.^yli'aniu ^Jnivt rsUy. —Wc are indebted to tlic politeness of the professors 
of this university^br a catalogue eif the olKcers and stiidculs in the medical de¬ 
partment; from tliis, we leai'n with pleasure that the number of students is two 
hundred and three. 

It is stated lliat tlie ucadomic:d de()artmei!t is also in a very flourishing con¬ 
dition, under tlic care of Ih’esiilcnt Woods. 'J'hc nunihcr of students, including 
those in the jireparatory school, is stated to be one liundrcd and fourteoi. 


JJewees^s PParfiecof Uhysic. —Dr. Dkwkes is preparing for publication a sys¬ 
tem of practical medicine. I'his work, we have the Ijcst autliority for assert¬ 
ing, is not InleiHled as a popular one, as has been announced, but for the pro- 
ft'ssioii. It Will be strictly a praetie.il book, divested as far as possible of theo¬ 
retical disipiLsitions, and wdl coiiUiiii the result of nearly forty years experience. 

*<Cazvnave anti SrhedtVs Sy/iopsh of the Diseases of the iSyrtVi.—Messrs. CAnsv, 
I^e\ & Cauev have published :ui excellent translation of the above work, which 
w'e <lo not liesilate to prvuuuiicc the best tlvit has )eta])pcai’cdoii the diseases 
of which it treats, • * 


New PuhlicnlionS ^—The second edition of EIHs*s Me<lica) I'ormiilary, with 
numerous additions; and Arnott’s Eteinents of Phv.sics, fi‘om the tlurd London 
<(;ditioii with additions, will be published in a few da>s. 


MEDICAL INTELr.ICRNtJK DF CKOKCIA. 

Hie Dimrd of Uhysiciuns held their annual meeting at Millcdgevillc, on the 
first Monilay in Deeeinbev. There were forty-fonr applicants for a license to 
practice medicine; /‘orly of whom were licens^tl, twenty on the presentation of 
ilipy>mas^ and twenty aftei-^iiresenting theses, and passing an examination. 

Dr. John tUalker^ of Madison, Morgan county, w'as ch-cted a member to g’ 
the vacancy of Dr. Powell, who had forfeited his seal according to a byc-l:'|)J.^ 
the hoard, and Ur. 7g//^iu.s liaevin, of Augusta, was elected in pla^j?' 
ISaler^ resigned. 

^ • ..jt'o^hc 5th 

'Phe Central Midical Styiety closed its meetings on the C'^^ciety was on 
Dcccmjn r. The most interentingcorniihinication read ^^efore l)|.. 

Mahj/a, or Miasma—its existence being altogether denied which was 

Jonos, of Lexington, which gave rise to n great deal of * ' 

contiiyicd for two evenings, without bringing it to a ^ 
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« 

riir olViccjs rlcrlc«i i'ov tin* cu.^ulnjy vi ar, aiv as tolluws - - 
Dr. iivnrif lii'anlniin, l*ivsiilcni:. ' I 

Dr. T^lo^na^; IfmnUtun^ 1^1 Vice rrcsiilcut. 

Dr. Bvnj. J. fl'/iifr, 2t\ Nice Hrcs'ulcnt. 

Dr. John^H^uU.fr, Dorn-.spending' Secref.m. ^ 

Dr. .'i. JhueSj Ucconlinjj S«.crtUuy. < 

Dr. JVeernSi Treasurer. 

Dr. Gurma^, oijMjJlcilgoville, Orulor. #• 

'J’Ju* new incn\l>crs were clcctt;tl, >i/.:—D in. iUHtptry of Columbia, 

f^nmtTy of Macon, Jbe/ Jirunlinm, of Putnam, BoswiUt of Katunton, Jui^s and 
WddthU of Miidison, and of Savannah. • 

A c<»de of medical etiiics, recommended for the jfover^ment of the profusion . 
ihroug'hout the state, was n-porletl by Dr. M'alkcr, C'liairmaii ol a Commitlee, 
appointed laqf winter. It wSs ameiulul, adopted, and ordered for publication, 
'rhe following rc.sortition, on motlofi, was att op^d:— 

Beaolvecf, That the thaul|{ of the society lie teiuicred to Dr./^nr^, ftir his ora¬ 
tion, delivcre<l before the society, on 'ruesday e\cning, 2(! inst. anti that a copy 
be rc(|ueslcd for jniblicMion. 

A communication from Dr. 7/. //«//, was read before fin* socict}', on an cndC'* 
mie jaundice, wbicli lately ])re\ailed in Athens. 

Tlie .sociefv' then adjourned till Uic first Mondav in Dcccmi^er, ut 7 o’clock, 
V. M. 1829. * ' 


NF.W VACCINK Ur.C.Ur.ATlOS IN IMTILAnFJ.PHTA. 

The undesigned having bei*n appointed vaccinating phvsiclans, umlor a new 
mdinance of the select. :iiul common cmmcil.s, rc.spectfuily announce to the 
medical public, lliat in addition to llicir other duties, they w ill keep a constant 
sup[)ly of fresh, genuine vaccine v irus for the accommodation of the profession. 
Hy a jirovisitm in llie afore.said ordinance, they arc o])ligcd to furnish the city 
])ractitionci*s gratuitously, which the) will at all times do with^rcat pleasure. 
But owing to the great (Icinand for virus from all parts of the couiitiy, to wliicli', 
from their public position, they will necessarily be subjected, they have deti r- 
mined, after free consultation with their medical friends, to require a-small re- ^ 
muneration for the extra trouble w'hich they will incur by this arrangcmAT. 
Applications, therefonj, (post paid,) from any part of the I'nit<-<1 Stales, ail- 
dressed to either of the uiulerbignetl, and enclo.sing tl>rce dollars, will meet 
with prompt attention. *■ i 

DAVID D. SKKKRKTT, M. I). 

iVw. Ifio, *V. fenfh xtrcfl. 
W>V OVUM. IlUliSvS'fAw, M. 1>. 

Ao. 150, S. t'ijih fitTVi i ^ 

We cheerfully acquiese in llic above ])lan, apd have no hesitation i’\ stating 
our belief that the duties it proposes will he faithfully executed by the vacci¬ 
nating physicians. 


PniT.q» S. PIIYSICK, M. 1>. 

^ N. CHAPMAN, M. I). 
^WILMAM GIBSON, M. D. 
^WOMAS C. JAMKS, M. 1). 

V IS\^C HAYS, M. D. 

January 1829. 


TIIO.MAS'r. IIEWSON, M. J>. 
W. E. IfOUNKU, M. 1). 

ircNuv' neiix, m. d. • 
,). K. Mnciir.i.D, M. j). 
THOMAS HA KRIS, M. 1>. * 
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